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LETTER  IV. 
To  Richard  HiU,  Expire. 

HOJf.  AND  DBA*  91*r 

Bbvobb  1  lake  my  leave  of  tfce  Puritan  writers, 
yon  will  permit  ma  to  make  aome  observations  upon 
toe  aoljt  yon  find  with  my  quoting  one  of  them.  Page 
94,  yon  introduce  &  judicious,  worthy,  reverend  friend, 
charging  me  with  having  "  most  notoriously  perverted 
the  quotation"  which  I  produced  out  of  Flavel,  (vol.  i. 
page  356,)  and  you  stamp  with  your  approbation,  his 
exclamation  on  the  subject,  "  Could  you  hare  expected 
such  disingenuity  from  Madeley  ?" 

Now,  dear  Sir,  full  of  disingenuity  as  you  suppose 
me  to  be,  I  can  yet  act  with  frankness.  And  to  con- 
vince you  of  it,  I  publicly  stand  to  my  quotation,  and 
charge  your  worthy  friend  with — what  shall  I  call  it  ? — 
a  gross  mistake.  My  quotation  I  had  from  that  judi- 
cious Puritan  divine,  D.  Williams,  who,  far  from 
notoriously  perverting  the  sense  of  the  ministers  that 
drew  up  Flarel's  Preface,  has  weakened  it  by  leaving 
out  some  excellent  Anti-Crispian  sentences.  Permit 
me  to  punish  your  friend  for  his  hasty  charge,  by  lay- 
ing the  whole  passage  before  my  readers  ;  reminding 
them,  that  only  the  sentence*  enclosed  in  crotchets, 
[  3  an?  quoted  in  the  Vindication, 

A3 


A  body  of  seven  eminent  divines,  nil  friends,  it 
seems,  to  Dr.  Crisp,  but  enemies  lo  his  dntinomian 
rlatogen,  charitably  cudenvottc  (o  apologise  for  him,  at 
the  same  time  thai  (lie;  recmuini'iid  Flarel's  treatise  ou 
Mental  Errors  in  general,  and  on  jJnlinomianiim  in 
particular,  where  Dr.  Crisp  is  opposed  bj  name.  Having 
mentioned  two  similar  propositions  of  his,  viz.  "Sal- 
vation is  not  the  end  of  any  thing  we  do," — And, "We 
are  to  act/™«i  life,  not  fur  life,"  they  hear  thi3  full 
testimony  against  tlie  absurdity  which  they  contain  : 

"  [It  were  in  effect  to  abandon  human  nature,]  aud 
to  sin  againsta  very  fundamental  law  of  our  creation, 
not  to  intend  our  own  felicity;  it  were  to  make  our 
first  and  most  deeply  fundamental  duty,  in  one  great, 
essential  branch  of  it,  our  siu,  viz.  To  take  the  Lord 
for  our  God:  For  to  take  him  for  our  God,  most  essen- 
tially includes  our  taking  him  for  our  Supreme  Good, 
which  we  all  know  is  included  in  the  notion  of  the  last 
end.  It  were  to  make  it  unlawful  to  strive  against  all 
sin,  and  particular!!  against  sinful  aversion  from  God, 
wherein  lies  the  very  dentil  of  (lit  soul,  or  the  sum  of 
its  misery  ;  or  to  strive  after  perfect  conformity  to  God 
in  bolincas,  and  the  full  fruition  of  him,  wherein  the 
foul's  final  blessedness  (loos  |iiine:[irilly  consist. 

"  [It  were  to  teach  us  to  violate  the  great  preceptsof  the 
gospel,]  '  Repent,  that  your  sins  may  be  blotted  out — 
'  Strive  to  enter  in  at  the  strait  gate— Work  out  your 
'  own  salvation  with  fear  and  trembling  :' — To  obliter- 
ate the  patterns  and  precedent!  set  before  ua  in  the 
gospel,  '  We  have  believed  in  Jesus  Christ,  that  we 
'  might  be  justified — 1  keep  under  my  body  lest  1  should 
'  he  a  east- away— That  thou  mayest  save  thyself,  and 
*  them  that  heir  thee.' 

"  [It  were  to  suppose  us  bound  to  do  more  for  the 
salvation  of  others,  than  our  own]  salvation.  We  are 
required  to  save  others  with  fear,  plucking  them  out  of 
the  fire.  Nay,  we  were  not  (by  this  rule  strictly  under- 
stood) so  much  as  to  pruy  for  our  own  salvation,  which 
is  a  doing  somewhat ;  when,  no  doubt,  we  are  to  pray 


TO   ANTINOM1ANI9M, 

for  the  success  of  the  gospel,  to  tliia  purjioic,  on  behalf 
of  other  men. 

"[It  were  to  make  all  the  threatening!  of  eternal 
death,  anil  promises  of  eternal  life,  we  find  in  the 
gospel  of  our  blessed  Lord,  useless,  as  motive*  to  shun 
the  one,  ami  obtain  the  other;]  For  the?  caa  be  mo- 
tives no  way,  but  as  the  escaping  of  the  former,  and 
the  attainment  of  the  other,  have  with  us  the.  place  and 
consideration  of  aa  end. 

■'  [It  makes  what  is  mentioned  in  the  scripture,  at 
the  character  and  commendation  of  the  most  eminent 
saints,  a  fault,]  as  of  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob  ,  that 
'  they  sought  the  better  and  heavenly  country  ;'  and 
plainly  declared  that  Utey  did  so,  which  necessarily 
implies  their  making  it  their  end." 

Now,  honoured  Sir,  it  lies  upon  you  to  prove,  that 
because  Mr.  Williams  aud  I  have  not  produced  all  that 
make!  against  you,  we  are  guilty  of  a  "  most  notorious 
perversion"!  of  the  quotation.     If  you  affirm,  that  ilie 


to  my  mind,  that  any  body  would  charge  me  with  fironiEiiig 
iem  as  a  quotation,  nor  do  they  In  the  leoit  "mumpreiH»y 
uob  iHi  "  pcttort"  the  sense  of  the  author,  upon  thin,  however 
y  opponent  brines  me  to  a  trial.  But  if,  at  |..  97.  he  leu 
---  "--aning  mc  point-blank  for    "  forging 


i,  and    "  believing  in  Christ." 

la  Chriit."     Mj  opponeni 
which  show,   that  1  pto- 
—  i    and  thm  he  itnpnvm 
mamgbtih*,;    "««BeB«0/UiiSiiad  have  loca  paaod 


Milk  the  wilier  111  Oklr  ealcem.    But  I  mu  sorry  to  say,    Sir,    that 
this  is  not  the  only  stratagem  of    this  sort,    which  you  have  made 

taincr  of    a    second  jmllflcatioil    by  works,''   4c.  4c— The    bare 

of  (hem,  i  shall  close  Ihls  note  by  observing,  thai  Ihe  pure 
niigion  which  1  vindicate.  U  loo  well  grounded  on  scripture,  to 
iil'-<I  Iht'  siipimrt,  lithiT  nf  the  prctcnil-d  forceriea  which  my 
opponent  contrive!  for  me,  01  of  the  blackeninK  cliarges,  which 
he  IS  forced  to  produce  for  want  of  better  arguments. 
In  almost   any  other  but  my  pious   opponent,    I   should  think. 


pen  thee  I  charge  Ihe  mistakes  of    my  worthy  antagonist!     If  at 

ft  is  by  thy  powetfiM  I  nil  Living  ir::i'.  Ii.'  ilL-iovura  "  a  forgery,  " 

>  countenance  his  discovery.  It  Is  through  the  rofsB  which  thoo 
risew,  that  he  sees  in  the  Works  of  one  of  our  most  correct 
jthors,    nothing  but    "  a  regular  scries   of  Inconsistencies,    a 


perversions!     Al -.  1] m^'k-  b-'Vouii  -'-II  tl:L-  tt:t  -      A  wi.'l.h.l  spirit 

of  low  sarcasm  and  slanderous  banter  runs  through  the  whole 
book,"  which  contains  "  more  Uian  a  hundrul  doss  page*  at 
totally   void    of    scriptural    argument,    as    they   are   replete    with 


in,    the    spurious  offspring  of 
ho  scarlet  whore." 
the  worse  of  ray  oprrajent". 
re  charges.    In  one  cense  they 


,    who    finds    Calvir 


ahouldfind  "forgery,  Tile  slatuler,  calumny,  horrid  pcrverraorn 
deadly  poison,"  So-,  in  my  sharp  Checks;  and  perpetual  contra 
dictions  In  Mr.  Wesley's  Works?  Are  we  not  treated  will 
reni.irt.jhie  kimlm-is.  in  comparison  of  the  merciful  God  whon 
we  serve  ?  Undoubtedly :  for  neither  of  us  Is  yet  so  much  a 
Indireclly  I'hareed  with  ec 


Dr.  Crisp's  doctrine,  when  thry  nevertheless  apologise 
for  his  person;  I  reply,  that  their  antilng}-  coiifirina  niy 
isri.Liii.il.  I'ven  mora  than  their  arguments;  further 
,11.  ■  h  15  likely  the  Doctor  meant,  [just  what  Mr. 
Wesley  does,]  that  we  shall  not  work  rod  life  «si.> , 
without  aim!  ni;  at  working  Fflo.w  life  «u«.  For  it  n 
not  tolerable  charity  w  mppMji,  that  one  would  deli- 
berately say,  that  laloation  it  not  Ike  end  of  nag  good 
Kork  tec  do,  or  that  we  are  not  la  work  for  lift  in  the 
risid  teste  of  the ward*."  And  ihcy  ptD&M  their  ho;*-, 
that,  "  upon  consideration,  he  would  presently  ouuf 
it,  [namely,  the  absurd  proposition,  If*  are  not  In  work 
fob  life,]  bciut;  calmly  reasoned  with." 

Thus  hoped  those  pious  divines  concerning  Dr.  Crisp  : 
Ami  thus  I  once  hoped  alwi  concerning  Ml  admirers. 
But,  alas  1  eiperience  has  damped  inyhope;  for,  when 
they  have  been  "  calmly  reasoned  with,"  they  have 
shown  themselves  much  more  ready  to  vntajf  what  they 
had  said  right,  than  what  the  Doctor  had  said  wrong  ; 
and  to  this  day  they  publicly  defend  those  sintiniimiun 
dotage*,  which  the  authors  of  Ravel's  Preface  could 
uot  believe  Dr.  Oritp  nmld  powibly  mean,  even  when 
he  preached  and  wrote  Uietu. 

You  express,  honoured  Sir,  a  moat  extraordinary 
wish,  p.  94.  Shaking  uf  Fl*vel's  Oitcovrte  upon 
Mental  Error* ,  which  is  also  called  A  Blow  at  the 
Hoot,  you  say,  "  1  should  have  been  glad,  could  I  have 
triinsrriircd  the  whole  discourse."  Hut  as  you  have 
not  doue  it,  I  shall  give  a  blow  at  Ike  root  of  your 
system,  by  presenting  you  with  au  extract  of  the  second 
Appendix,  which  is  a  pretty  large  treatise,  full   against 

"  Tile  design   of  the   following  sheets,"  pays  that 
-at  Puritan  divine,  in   the  Discourse  you  should   he 


etem/ty.  Jet  tlscm  A>  "!-:>'.   r/r,  i 


glad  wholly  la  transcribe,  "  is  to  free  l!ie  grace  of  God 
from  (he  dangerous  errors,  which  8gb(  against  it  nnder 
its  own  colours;  to  prevent  the  seduction  of  some  that 
stagger;  and  to  vindicate  tny  own  doctrine.  The 
scripture,  foreseeiai;  there  would  arise  such  a  sort  of 
men  in  the  church,  as  would  was  wanton  against 
Christ,  and  turn  his  a  race  into  lasciviuusuess,  has  not 
only  precantiuncd  us  in  general  to  beware  of  sue!)  opi- 
nions, as  corrupt  the  doctrine  of  free  grace  :  '  Shall 
we  continue  in  sin,  that  grace  may  abound?  God 
forbid  :'  But  has  Marked  those  very  opinions  by  which 
it  would  be  aluiHi-il,  and  made  abundant  provision 
against  them.  As  namely,  (1.)  AD  vilifying  expres- 
sions of  God's  holy  law,  Horn,  vii.—  (2.)  All  opinions 
inclining  men  to  the  neglect  of  the  duties  of  obedience, 
nnder   pretence  of  free  grace  and  liberty  by  Christ, 

James  ii.    Matt,   xxv (3.)    All  opinions  neglecting 

r.  an  ctlfi  cation  as  the  evidence  of  justification,  which  is 
the  principal  scope  of  St.  John's  first  epistle. 

"  Notwithstanding  such  is  the  tcichei/ness  of  some, 
and  weakness  of  others,  that  in  all  ayes,  (especially  in 
the  last  am)  present,)  men  have  notoriously  corrupted 
the  doctrine  of  free  grace,  to  the  great  reproach  of 
Christ,  scandal  of  the  world,  and  hardening  of  the 
enemies  of  the  Reformation.  '  Behold,  (says  Cootzen 
the  Jesuit,)  the  fruit  of  Protestantism,  and  their  gospel 
preaching.' 

"  The  gospel  makes  sin  inore  odious  than  the  law 
did,  and  discovers  the  punishment  of  it  lo  a  more 
dreadful  manner.  '  For  if  the  word  spoken  by  angels 
was  steadfast,  and  every  disobedience  received  a  just 
recompence  of  reward,  how  ^liall  we  escape,  if  we 
neglect  so  great  salvation  ?  Ii  shows  us  our  encourage- 
ments to  holiness  greater  than  ever ;  aud  yet  corrupt 
nature  will  still  abuse  it.  The  more  luscions  the  food 
is,  the  more  men  are  apt  to  surfeit  upon  it. 

"  This  perversion  of  free  grace  is  jusdy  chargeable 
both  upon  wicked  and  good  men.  Wicked  men  cor- 
rupt  it  designedly,  that,  by  entitling  God  to  their  sins, 
the? might  i/u  the  more  -juietiy.    So  the  NV»Wto»», 


tod  school  of  Sinion  ;'the  Gnostics,  in  tl«  vrtjr  (lawn 
lug  of  gospel  light ;  and  he  tfaat  reads  the  I'rcfnrc  of 
leaned  .Mr.  flMrtfl'l  book,  will  find  Hint  some  Antl- 
notniaus  of  uur  days  are  not  mud.  behind  the  i ilnl  i 
them.  One  of  tbeiu  cries  out,  ■  Away  with  the  tiw  ! 
It  cuts  off  a  man's  legs,  and  then  bids  him  walk.' 
Another  says,  '  That  if  a  man,  by  the  Spirit,  know 
'  himself  to  be  in  a  state  of  trace,  though  fat  lommir 
'  murder,4  God  sees  no  sin  in  him.' 

"  But  othersf  there  are,  whose  judgment*  arc  un- 
happily tainted  with  those  loose  doctrine";  yet  being, 
in  the  main  nnfiiT  rannw.  they  dare  not  take  the 
liberty  losiu,  or  live  in  the  neglect  of  known  duties, 
though  their  principles  too  much  rui  line  that  way, 
But  though  they  dare  not,  odiers  will,  who  imbibe  fir- 
rupl  notions  from  them  ;  and  the  rtiiwrnt'l  jiirty  <>j  tbt 
authors  will  be  uo  antidote  against  the  dancer;  hut 
tnake.  the  poison  operate  the  more  powerfully,  hy  re- 
ceiving it  iu  such  a  vehicle.  Now  it  is  highly  probable, 
these  men  were  charmed  into  these  opiiiiuns  upon  such 

•'  1.  Some  of  them  might  have  fek  in  themselves  ihv 
anguish  of  a  perplexed  conscience  under  sin,  and  not 
being  able  to  live  under  the  tenuis  of  the  law,  inula 
too  hastily  finatch  at  such  doctrines  which  promise 
them  relief  and  eta.— i(2J  Others  have  been  induced 
to  espouse  these  opinions,  from  the  excess  ol  their  /till 
against  the  errors  of  the  Papists.— (3.)  Others  have 
been  sucked  into  those  quicksands  ol  Auiiii'.'iiii.iii 
errors,  by  fathering  their  own  fancies  upon  the  Holy 
Spirit.—  (4.)  And  it  is  not  unlike,  but  a  comparatii  t 
weakness  of  mind,  meeting  with  a  fervent  iea\  for 
Christ,  may  induce  others  to  espouse  such  tuhmg  and 
plau/iile,  though  pernicious  doctrines. 

"  Let  all  good  men  beware  of  such  opinions  and  ex- 
pressions,  as  give  a  handle  to  wicked  men  to  abuse 


dares 

,k  cor- 
!  a  vile  nse, 

is  this  be  a»- 


Ithe  grace  of  God,  which  Imply  the  author  himself  d;:r 
not  do,  and  may  strongly  hope  others  may  m 
if  the  principle  will  yield  it,  it  is  in  vain  to  think  ci 
rupt  nature  will  not  catch  at  it,  and  mak 
and  dangerous  improve ment  of  it  * 

"  For  example:  If  such  a  principle  ns  mis  ue  a*. 
scried  before  the  world, '  That  men  need  not  fear,  thu 
any,  or  all  the  sins  they  commit,  shall  do  them  any 
hurt  !*•  let  the  author  ivarn  and  caution  Mi  readers,  [as 
the  Autiunir.i;iut  aiitliur  of  that  expression  has  done,] 
not  to  abuse  this  doctrine;  it  is  to  no  purpose,  the 
doctrine  itself  is  full  of  dangerous  consequence!,  and 
wicked  men  hate  the  Best  skill  to  draw  them  forth  to 
cherish  their  lusts.  That  which  the  author  might  de- 
sign for  the  relief  of  the  distressed,  quickly  turns  into 
poison  in  the  bowels  of  the  wicked.  Nor  can  we  ex- 
cuse it,  by  say Inffi  any  gospel  truth  may  be  thus  abused  | 
lor  this  is  none  of  that  number,  hut  a  principle  I" 
gives  offence  to  the  godly,  aud  encouragement  to 
ungodly.  And  so  much  as  to  the  rise  and  occasioi 
Antinomian  errors. 

"'  II.  Let  us  view  next,  some  of  the  chief  errors  of 
Antinomian s.  (1.)  Some  make  justification  to  be  an 
eternal  act  of  God,  and  affirm,  that  the  elect  were  jus- 
tified before  the  world  had  a  being ;— Others,  that  they 
were  justified  at  the  time  of  Christ's  death  :  With  these. 
Dr.  Crisp's  harmonise.'.— (2.)  That  justification  by  faith 
is  no  more  than  a  manifestation  (o  «s,  of  what  was 
done  before  we  had  a  being.— (3.)  That  men  ought 
not  to  question  whether  they  believe  or  no.  Salt- 
harsh  On  Free  Grace,  p.  92,  93.— (4.)  That  believers 
are  not  bound  to  mourn  for  sin,  because  it  was  par- 
doned before  it  was  committed ;  and  pardoned  sin  is 
no  sin.    Eaton's  Honeycomb  of  Justification,  p.  446. 

mi 


hlidy  advanced,  not  en ly  that 


m  publicly  called  an  Atiin. 

corrupt,  ami  pcrnkiala  dsc/ririf  ;   Anil 


'i.,  I-,,-.  . 


— .5.  ■  That  God  seen  no  sin  in  believers,  whatsoever 
sinsthey  commit.— (6.)  That  God  is  not  angry  with 
the  elect,  and  that  to  say  lie  suites  them  for  their  sins, 
ia  an  injurious  reflection  upon  his  justice.  Thii  is 
avouched  generally  in  all  their  writings. — . ,'J.i  Tliat  by 
God's  laying  our  iniquities  upon  Christ,  he  became  as 
completely  sinful  as  we,  and  we  as  completely  righteous 
as  Christ.  Dr.  Chisp,  p.  270.— (8.)  That  no  sin  ran 
do  believers  any  hurt,  nor  roost  they  do  any  daty  for 
their  own  salvation. — (9.)  That  the  nctv  covenant  is 
not  made  properly  with  ns,  but  with  Christ  for  us  ;  and 
thnt  this  covenant  Is  all  of  it  a  promise,  having  no  con- 
dition on  our  part.  They  do  not  absolutely  deny,  that 
faith,  repeutnnce,  and  obedience  are  crmditient  in  the 
new  covenant ;  bat  say,  thcyare  no  conditions  ou  oni 
side, hut  Christ's,  and  that  be  repented,  believed,  and 
obeyed  for  us,  Saltmaiisii  On  Free  Grace,  p.  126.: — 
(10.)  They  speak  very  slightingly  of  trying  ourselves 
by  marks  and  signs  of  grace ;  Saltniarsh  calls  it  ■  a 
low,  carnal  way  :'  Hut  the  New-England  Aniinoinians 
call  it  a  fundamental  error,  to  make  lanctification  an 
evidence  of  justification  :  They  any,  that  the  darker 
our  sanctification  is,  the  brighter  is  our  justification. 

"  I  look  upon  mch  dneiiint^  to  be  of  a  very  dange- 
rous nature ;  and  llieir  malignity  anil  contagion  would 
certainly  spread  much  fatthcr  than  it  dues,  had  not 
God  provided  two  powerful  antidotes; 

"  1.  The  scope  and  current  of  the  scriptures.  They 
speak  of  the  elect  as  '  children  of  wrath'  during  their 
unregeneraic  state.  They  frequently  discover  God's 
auger,  and  tell  us,  his  cast i gator y  rods  are  laid  upon 
them  for  their  sins.  They  represent  sin  as  the  greatest 
evil ;  most  opposite  to  the  glory  of  God  and  good  of 
his  saints.  They  call  the  saints  to  moum  for  their  sins, 
Ac.  They  put  the  people  of  God  to  the  trial  of  their 
interest  in  Christ,  by  signs  and  marks  from  the  divers 
branches  of  sanctl  filiation.  They  inter  duties  from 
privileges;  and  therefore  the  An  tin  amino  dialect  is  a 
wild  note,    which   the  generality  of  serious.  Christian* 

ritingolsh  from  the  scripture  language. 
experience   and     practice    of    the   eatau 
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greatly  secure  us  from  the  spreading  malignity  of  Anti- 
iniiiiiiiiii.'iiii.  They  acknowledge,  tbiit  before  their  con- 
version they  were  equal  in  sin  and  misery  with  the 
vilest  wretches  in  the  world.  They  fear  nothing  more 
than  sin.  They  are  nut  (ink  sensible  that  God  sees  sin 
in  them,  but  they  admire  his  patience,  that  they  are 
not  consumed  for  it.  They  urge  his  commands  and 
threatening*,  an  well  as  promises,  upon  their  own 
hearts  to  promote  i-aiiciiiiration.  They  excite  them- 
selves to  duty  and  watch fulness  against  sin.  They  en- 
courage themselves  b;  the  rewards  of  obedience,  know- 
ing their  '  labour  is  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord,'  And  be 
that  shall  tell  them,  their  i'ini  can  do  them  no  hurt, 
or  their  duties  it'i  satiil,  speak:-  lo  them  not  only  as  a 
liiiiliuiinu,  but  in  -urh  ;i  1  ■ ; i l ^ i ] a t_' . .■  li.-  their  souls  abhor. 
The  zeal  anil  loreof  Glnist  fjeiiiu'  kiudlt'd  in  their  souls, 
they  have  no  patience  to  hear  such  docilities  as  so 
greatly  demote  Iron)  liis  glory,  under  a  preteuce  of  ho- 
nouring and  exalting  him.  It  wounds  and  grieves  their 
very  hearts  to  see  the  world  hardened  in  their  preju- 
dices against  reformation,  and  a  gap  opened  to  all 
licentiousness.  Hut  notwithstanding  thus  double  anti- 
dote, wefiud,  b\  daily  exjiefii-tiee,  -nidi  doctrines  too 
much  obtaining  in  the  professing  world,  Tantttm  re- 
ligio  suatfere  taalorum. 

"  For  my  own  part,  He  that  searcheth  my  heart  is 
witness,  1  would  rather  choose  to  have  my  right  hand 
wither,  and  my  tongue  rot  within  in;  tumuli,  than  to 
Speak  one  wold,  or  write  one  Hue,  to  cloud  the  free 
graee  of  God.  Let  it  arise  and  shiuc  iu  its  meridian 
glory.  None  owes  more  to  it,  or  expects  more  from 
it  than  1  do;  and  what  I  write  in  this  controversy  is 
to  i  indicate  it  lY'iin  thut-e  opinions,  ivhich,  under  pre- 
tence of  exalting  it,  do  really  militate  against  it." 

Then  follows  a  prolix  refutation  of  the  above-men- 
tioned Antiuomian  errors,  most  of  which  necessarily 
flow  from  your  Second  and  Fourth  I. •tiers.  When 
oar  pious  author  attacks  them  as  a  disciple  of  St. 
James,  he  carries  all  before  him  :  But  when  he  en- 
counters them  as  an  admirer  of  Calvin,  his  hands 
Aaug  down,   Aiualek  prevnWs,  and  a  shrc-wu  V.«'uV,w. 


,  without  any  magical  power,  force  bint  to  con- 
that  most  of  the  errors  which  he  so  justly  op- 
,  are  the  natural  con  sequences  of  unconditional 
in, particular  redemption,  irrei'mtiile  grace,  Ca\- 
i  Impotation  of  righteonaiiess  to  impenitent  mnr- 
■,  the  infallible  perseverance  of  believers,  who 
their  fathers'  beds,  and  in  a  word.  Salvation 
■d  for  all  the  "pleasant  children,"  who  go  on 
rdly  In  the  way  of  their  own  heart.  Thus  it 
1  appear  that  Calvinism  is  "  the  trounc  tytv&oi," 
;  Mr.  Flavel'a  words,  "the  radical  and  prolific 
from  which  most  of  the  ml  are  spawned." 
concludes  his  Antl-Crispiau  treatise  by  the  fol- 
a  truly  Christian  paragraph  :  "  1  call  the  Searcher 
arts  to  wituess,  that  1  have  not  intermeddled 
this  controversy  of  Aiitriiniuiiirii.-siu,  out  of  any 
t  I  take  in  polemic  studies,  or  an  uu|ieaccable 
idicting  humour,  but  out  of  pure  lea!  for  the 
ind  truths  of  God,  for  the  vindication  and  de- 
whereof,  I  hare  been  necessarily  engaged  therein, 
lariug  discharged  my  duty  thus  far,  I  now  resolve 
irn,  if  God  permit  ine,  to  my  much  more  agree- 
itudiej  :  Still  maintaining  my  Christian  charity 
use  whom  I  oppose  ;  not  doubting  but  1  shall 
Jiose  iu  heaven,  from  whom  I  am  forced  in  leaser 
to  dissent  upon  earth." 

ile  tny  heart  is  warmed  by  the  love  which  breathes 
;h  the  last  words  of  Mr.  Flavel's  book,  permit 
ell  yon,  that  I  cordially  adopt  them  with  respect 
r.  Shirley  and  yourself,  ho|img  that  if  you 
(Ourself  obliged  "  to  cut  on"  all  intercourse  and 
"  upon  earth,  on  account  of  what 
:  pleased  to  call  my  "  disiiigeimity  and  gross 
"  you  will  gladly  ascribe  to  the  Lamb  of 
l  salvation  truly  finished  in  heaven, 
frith,  Honoured  and  dear  Sir, 
Your  moat  obedient  Servant, 

In  the  pure  Gospel  of  St.  Jamtl , 

JOHN  FLETCHER. 


LE'lTER  V. 
To  Richard  Hill,  Esq. 


I  have  hitherto  endeavoured  to  slew,  that  the 
exploded  dactrint  of  a  second  justification  by  works, 
(i.  e.  by  llis:  h  iui'ini',  or  iiisifuiuurilatUj ,  uf  ivorfesj  in 
the  day  of  judgment,  is  scriptural,  consonant  to  the 
doctrine  of  our  cliurch,  ami  directly  or  indirectly  niiuu- 
tained,  as  by  yourself,  so  by  all  Anti-Crispian  Puritan 
divines,  whenever  they  regard  St.  Jaiuo's  lioly  duciriiu' 
more  than  Calvin's  peculiar  opinions.  I  shall  now 
answer  a  most  important  question,  which  you  propose 
about  It,  p.  143.     You  introduce  it  by  these  words  : 

"You  cannot  suppose  that  when  Mr.  Shirley  said , 
Blessed  be  God,  neither  Mr.  Wesley,  nor  any  of  his 
preachers,  (Mr.  Olivers  excepted,)  holds  a  second  justi- 
Jication  by  works,  he  intended  to  exclude  good  works 
in  an  evidential  sense."  Indeed,  Sir,  1  did  suppose  it  - 
nor  can  I  to  this  moment  conceive,  how  Mr.  Shirley 
could  lean  towards  Calvinism,  if  he  were  settled  in 
St  James's  doctrine  of  justification  by  the  evidence  of 
works.    You  proceed, 

"  Neither  Mr.  Shirley,  nor  I,  nor  any  Cah  inii-t  that 
I  ever  heard  of,  deny  that  a  sinner  is  declaratively  jus- 
tified by  works,  both  here  and  at  the  day  of  judgment." 
You  astonish  me.  Sir  :  Why  then  do  you  at  the  end 
of  this  very  paragraph,  rind  fault  with  me  fur  Siiyinir, 
that  it  will  be  absurd  in  a  man,  set  on  the  it: ft  hand  as 
a  rebellious  subject  of  our  heavenly  King,  to  plead  the 
works  of  Christ,  when  his  own  works  are  called  for,  as 
the  only  evidences  according  to  which  he  must  be  jns- 
tified  or  condemned  ?  Why  do  you  cry  out  in  the 
Fifth  Letter  of  your  Review,  "  O  shocking  to  tell ! 
Horresco  referens,"  &c.  Why  do  so  many  Calvinists 
n/iuddcr  nidi  horror,  because  1  have  rtyresewted  out 
Lord  as  condemning  by  the  evidence  of  works,  (.agree- 
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Itbly  to  his  own  express  doctrine.  Mutt.  uv,j  a  prac- 
tical AiniiLumian,  a  canting  apostate,  who  had  no  good 
works  to  be  tteclarativetjt  jutti/Smi  by  \«  the  day  of  judg- 
ment? Why  do  you  maintain,  that  when  l)av id  com- 
mitted adultery  and  murder,  he  was  "justified  from 
oil  things  ;  his  sins  past,  present,  and  to  come,  were 
for  ever  and  for  ever  cancelled?"  And  why  do  yon 
(p.  70,)  call  me  a  "  snake  that  bites  the  CalviuUt 
ministers,"  because  1  have  exposed  the  Autinamianum 
of  those  preachers  who,  setting  aside  Christ's  doctrine 
of  justification  by  the  evidence  of  work?  in  the  last  day, 
gWe  thousands  to  understand,  that  they  shall  then  be 
abundantly  justified  hf  rifktttttMIM impetoiia (Mjia't 
ivay,  and  by  nothing  else  ?    You  go  on  i 

"  Therefore,  1  a;iy,  if  yon  u Kuril  Jisi  laiiu  all  human 
works,  as  the  procuring ,  mer'ttorioui  cause  of  justifi- 
cation, what  need  was  there  of  addressing  Mr.  Shirley 
as  you  have  done  I  Yea,  what  need  was  there  of  yonr 
making  this  point  a  matter  of  controversy  at  all  ?  We 
are  quite  agreed  both  as  to  the  expression,  and  as  to 
the  meaning  of  it." 

Are  we  indeed  '/wire  tigrmrti,  both  at  to  She  evpreiiion 
uf  a  second  justification  by  works  in  the  clay  of  judg- 
ment, and  at  to  the  meaning  of  it  ,■  to  which  I  once  more 
set  my  seal,  vii.  that  we  shall  be  justified,  not  by  the 
merit,  hat  by  the  evidence  of  trorh.i  1  What  a  pity  is 
it  then,  that  you  did  not  find  this  out,  till  yon  came  to 
the  Ijyth  page  of  your  book  1  It  would  probably  have 
laved  you  the  trouble  of  writing  it,  and  me  the  thank  - 
less  office  of  exposing  it. 

However,  it  in  but  right,  I  should  requite  yonr  can- 
did concession,  by  answering  yonr  important  question  : 
"  What  need  was  there  of  making  this  point,  [of  jus- 
tification by  the  evidence  of  works  in  the  day  of  judg- 
ment,] a  matter  of  controversy  at  all?"  I  will  inge- 
nuously tell  you  :  1  wanted  an  immovable  point  to  fix 
my  engine  upon,  in  order  to  throw  down  your  great 
Diana,  and  pnll  up  by  the  roots  the  immense  trees  ot 
Autlnuuiian  knowledge.  And  now  you  have  so  lulW 
ud  mpeatcdJy pamed  wc  the  Htm  point  which  1  Ax.- 
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sired,  permit  me,  honoured  Sir,  to  throw  myself  at 
your  feet,  to  return  you  thanks  and  tell  you,  that  yoc 
are  the  happy  prisoner  of  the  truth  which  [  vindicate, 

"What  do  you  mean  .'"—What  you  little  expect, 
dear  Sir,  and  what  I  think  you  camiiit  possibly  moid. 
Yes,  whether  you  will  or  not,  1  mu.it  aerie  a  friendly 
warrant,  and  "  young  ignorance"  arrests  you  in  the 
name  of  Kndi-li  l.'vic,  to  make  you  publicly  subscribe 
to  the  Anti-C'ri-jiian  piuposhions,  which  jour  Bene- 
dictine Monk  has  rashly  traduced. — "Twill  never  do 
it ;  I  am  ready  to  offer  myself  among  the  foremost  of 
ihoae  tine  I'rutestants,  who  could  have  burned  against 
the  doctrine  of  a  second  justification  by  works." — Well 
then,  Sir,  you  shall  go,  not  to  the  j-tjke  near  Hatful 
College,  but  to  '  the  gronnd  and  pillar  of  truth  : '  And 
that  yon  may  not  make  a  needless  resistance,  I  humbly 
presume  to  hind  you  hcfuvc  ill  (lie  ■.uml J-:l  and  judicium* 
Calvinists  in  England,  with  the  following  nece&iarf 
canstn/iipncex  nf  a  capital  doctrine,  which,  you  tell  us, 
"  was  never  denied  either  hy  .Mr.  Shirley,  or  yourself, 
or  any  Calrinist  you  ever  heard  of." 

If  we  are  "  ju.-iiij.il  b;  works,  i.  c.  Iiv  I  he  evidence 
of  works,  both  here  and  at  the  day  nf  judgment,"  it 
follows,  (1.)  That  Mr.  Wesley's  doctrine,  with  respect 
to  man's  faithfulness  in  good  works,  L  line  ;  ami  that, 
if  a  man  (Judas  for  instance}  is  not  '  faithful  in  the 
unrighteous  mammon,  fiud  will  not  jjve  bill]  the  true 
riches'  of  glory.  Though  he  -buiihi  once  have  had 
faith  enough  to  '  leave  all  and  follow  Christ,  hid  ship- 
wrecked faith,"  sunk  by  had  works,  'will  profit  him 
nothing:'  He  shall  as  surely  be  condemned  by  tbe 
evidence  of  his  unfaithfulness,  as  ever  an  highwayman 
waa  enudemucd,  upon  the  fullest  evidence  that  he  had 
robbed  upon  the  highway. 

2.  The  second  proposition  of  the  -Minutes  alsn 
stands  now  upon  an  immovable  basis.  "  Every  be- 
liever, till  he  comes  to  glory,  works  far  as  well  as  from 
life,"  since  his  works  will  appear  as  witnesses  for  or 
against  him  at  the  day  of  judgment,  and  life  or  death 
mff/  be  the  certain  consequence  of  their  denosXfioo, 


of  St.  Panl, '  We  have  bettered  that  ire  might 
ified.'  And,  if  even  Calviniats  grant,  that  a  nin- 
"  justified  by  the  evidence  of  worki  both  here 

the  da;  of  judgment,"  it  is  indubitable,  that  he 
irovide  that  evidence,  as  there  is  opportunity  ; 
at  if  even  an  apostle  provides  It  not,  be  shall, 
hstandlng  his  election,  increase  tbe  number  of 
practical  Antinomians,  whose  condemnation  I 
escribed  in  the  Second  Check.  Hence  appear* 
ie  error  couched  under  tbe  unguarded  propoat- 
bich  you  advance,  (p.  12.)  "  In  the  act  of  jus- 
on,  we  affirm,  good  works  have  no  place  ■."  For 
xl  work  of  faith  has  the  important  place  of  an 
nent,  when  we  are  Justified  at  our  conversion  ; 
c  good  work  of  love  will  have  the  place  of  the 
ntntti,  by  whose  deposition  we  shall  be  justified 
great  day. 
Indeed  prodoca  the  words  of  our  church : 
thief  did  believe  only,  and  the  merciful  God 
il  him ;"  bnt  they  make  against  you,  for  they 
ce,  that  the  work  of  faith  was  previous  to  hit 
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grossly  contradicts  St.  James,  Bishop  Cowper,  Mr. 
Madan  and  herself.  Therefore,  notwithstanding  all 
you  have  advanced,  even  the  penitent  thief's  experience, 
who,  as  our  church  -a;  ■,  fhuiild  have  fort  hit  salvation, 
and  consequently  his  justification  and  election,  if  hi 
had  lived  and  not  regarded  the  marks  of  faith,  is  "  a 
formidable  ram  part"  for,  not  against  St.  James's  unde- 
filcd  religion.    Again, 

i.  When,  iu  the  Review  of  the  whole  4 
Wesley  says,  that  "  he  who  now  believes  in  Christ 
with  a  loving,  obedient  heart,  is  oow  accepted  of 
God,"  what  does  he  say  more  than  you,  and  your 
favourite  Bishop,  who  tells  as,  (p.  12,)  "  That  jut- 
tifyina  faith,  whereby  we  are  saved,  cannot  be  without 
good  works;  for  faith  worketh  by  love?"  Does  it 
evidently  follow,  from  your  own,  as  well  as  Mr.  Wes- 
ley's position,  that  while  the  incestuous  Corinthian 
defiled  his  father's  IhtI,  his  living,  justifying  faith  had 
di'if.'iieiiiii  >l  in '.ii  a  dec  I,  ihiiii.h  faith  ?  Agreeably  to 
that  evangelically- legal  proposition  of  Mr.  Madan, 
"  If  my  faith  does  not  produce  the  proper  fruits,  it  is 
no  better  than  the  devil's  faith  :"  Whence  it  ne 
riiv  fol laws,  that  the  devil's  faith  iJ  justifying,  1 
the  Corinthian  hacl^iiilcr  was  condemned  j  and 
sequently,  that  Calvinism  and  Antinomiaiiiem,  the 
grand  pillars  of  defiled  religion,  are  two  broken  reeds. 

5.  It  is  now  an  indubitable  truth,  that  a  sincere 
Heathen,  who  never  heard  the  name  of  Christ,  and 
nevertheless  '  ftareth  find  and  ivurkcth  righteousness, 
according  to  his  light,  is  accepted  of  him  :'  l'Or,  if  he 
perseveres,  he  will  be  justified  in  the  last  day  by  the 
evidence  of  his  ivorli-  of  ridileousuess  ;  and  he  is  now 
justified  by  the  instrumentality  of  his  faith  iu  the  light 
of  his  dispensation;  for  this  light,  when  we  receite 
it  by  faith,  if  we  may  believe  those  excellent  Mystics,* 

•  The  wont  Myitlctsnt,  li 


y.  14. 

6.  Nor  can  yon  now  justly  refuse  to  clear  Mr.  Wes- 
ley of  ibe  charge  of  heresy,  because  he  says,  Sahnlion 
u  not  by  the  merit  of  works,  bat  by  icurkt  at  a  con- 
dition: For  in  the  present  case,  where  is  the  difference 
between  the  word  eridrnn-,  which  yon  use,  with  Dr. 
Gniae,  Mr.  Wesley,  anil  me;  anil  the  word  condi- 
tion, which  Mr.  Wesley  uses,  and  our  church,  and 
moat  of  the  i'uritan  divines  ?  An  example  will  enforce 
my  appeal  to  your  candour  i  You  sit  upon  the  benrh 
is  a  magistrate,  and  a  prisoner  stands  at  the  bar : 
You  say  to  him,  "  Yon  arE  charged  with  calumny, 
forgery,  and  gross  periersions ;  bnt  you  shall  be 
acquitted,  on  condition  that  some  of  your  reputable 
neighbours  give  you  a  good  charactrr."  A  lawyer 
checks  you  for  using  the  treasonable  word  condition, 
iu.si-ling  you  must  say,  that  the  prisoner  shall  be  ac- 
quitted or  condi-nnicd.  ntcordinp  to  the  evidence  which 
his  creditable  neighbours  will  give  of  his  stood  beha- 
viour. You  turn  to  the  bar,  and  say,  "  Prisoner,  did 
you  understand  me  ?" — "  Yes,    Sir,"  replies  he,  "  as 

ItlopraiSiChTiit  in  aj,an&  Christ  the  U^ilef  1'ir  rnrrW,  UB  you 
iuliniatc-  in  your  Five  Letters,)  I  aflinn.  that  MI.  1'iiul  and  St.  John 
BetwooflheiJIcalBtMystte  In  the  uvrl.i.  Ami  -!-.ti  I  intimated, 
Hit  Solomon's  Song  Is  a  nyjtitnt  book,  and  thsit  the  Rev.  Mr. 
BfltmiPfl  Im  Riven  amj^/ictfl,  mid  in  General  edifying,  isxplaruilion  of 
lhellJ7til  Psalm  1 1  no  more  Uuultcil  these  go»d  men  lliari  our  church 


of  rational  1 

nil    :..i;[.!i.r.il    Mysticism,    hy    J 

lublkhlng 

Very   edifying 

so  and  English  Myotics, 

Kerapi*  and 

:  me  to  recommend  to  ] 

..Mi,  M,;,.  Mr. 

•Ham  In  defence  of  the  MysrUi 

■  .slilynfih.i 

r  neUjboura,  arc  ral 

1,-,11',,-ri.t,.  ■ 

.r    Miv.ir-, 

as  common], 

as  they  Ire  called  Methodists  in  England: 

Ibope,  thu  when  Mr.  Wester,  r.r  «r.  V'.M.i-.  .iiMl^aiii' condemn 

Kyatteim,  tflfr  will  particularly  observe,  Dial  it  is  only  unscriptunil 

CMlSham,  *hfcb  they  explode, 
k 
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well  as  the  gentleman  who  stops  jour  honour 
"  That  is  enough,"  say  you,  "  let  us  not  dispute 
about  words,-  I  am  persuaded,  the  court  uniiei  stands, 
we  all  mean,  that  the  acquittal  or  condemnation  of  the 
prisoner  will  entirely  turn  upon  tlie  deposition  of  pro- 
per witu  eases." 

7.  With  regard  to  the  word  Merit,  I  hope  our 
troversy  is  at  an  end  :  For  Mr.  Wesley  and  I,  or  to 
speak  your  own  Ian  1511111:0,  »lt  Mnrdecai  and  y. 
Ignorance,  freely  giant  what  Bishop  Hopkins  and  you 
assert,  (Heview,  p.  43,)  namely,  that  "  in  all  proper 
merit,  there  must  be  an  equivalence,  or  at  least  a  pro- 
portion of  worth  between  the  work  and  the  reward  ;— 
and  that  the  obedience  wo  perform  cannot  be  said, 
without  a  grand  impropriety,  to  merit  any  rewBrd 
from  God."  But  you  must  also  grant  us,  that  if  our 
Lord,  speaking  after  the  manner  of  men,  by  a  grand 
caticAresis,  J  u  very  condescending  impropriety,  fre- 
quently uses  the  word  meriting  or  deserving,  we  may 
without  heresy  use  it  after  him. 

Should  you  ask  me,  how  I  can  prove  that  our  Lord 
ever  used  it ;  1  reply,  that  if  he  used  again  and 
again  words  answering  to  it,  as  face  answers  to  face 
in  a  glass,  it  is  juM  ns  if  lie  hud  used  the  English  word 
merit,  or  Mr.  Wesley's  Latin  word  meritum:  And  to 
prove  that  he  did  so,  I  appeal  to  the  first  Greek  lexicon 
yon  will  meet  with.  1  suppose  it  is  that  of  Schreve- 
lius,  because  it  is  the  most  common  all  Europe  over. 
Look  for  mereor,  (to  merit  or  deserve)  and  you  will 
find  that  the  correspondent  Greek  is  luaBa*  ijifpar, 
literally  to  carry  a  reward,  and  afior  earn,  to  be  wor- 
thy ,-  A&a  answers  to  meritum,  merit;  and  nfiait  to 
merito,  deservedly,  or  according  to  one's  merit. 

To  prove,  therefore,  that  our  Lord  did  not  scruple 
to  use  the  word  merit  in  an  improper  seuse,  I  need  only 
prove  that  he  did  no)  scrapie  uppl)  Inj  the  words  /turbos 
and  afioj,  to  man.    Take  some  instances  of  both  1 


1.  Matt.  xx.  8,  '  Gireihcta-reriuffAar.  their  hirt.nt 
rarard.'~And  again  Matt.  vcr.  12,  '  Your  rneard 
[«io3«J  is  great  In  heaven,'  fto. — Hence  tht  apostle 
calls  God  (fue-aowo!oTijs)  the  Recorder;  ami  Moses  is 
haid  '  lo  look  to  (uttr&tmoSoeior)  the  recum/ieiict  of 
ret/writ,'  Heb.  xi.  6,  26.  And  the  word  juff&MoSQffin. 
Mi  beuoming  of  a  reward,  as  mneh  answers  to  the 
ward  ^uoifmpopio,  Me  carrying  of  a  retcard,  or  merit, 
as  the  relative  words  which  necessarily  suppose  one 
Soother.  He,  therefore,  that  uses  tilt  former  without 
jcruple,  makes  himself  (juke  ri  ill  colon  a  before  unpre- 
judiced people,  if  he  scruples  using  the  latter;  nimh 
more,  if  he  thinks  the  doing  it  is  a  dreadful  heruy. 

2.  As  for  the  other  word  (ofmij  meriting,  deterring, 
or  teorthy,  it  is  as  scriptural  as  any  word  in  the  Bible. 
You  And  it  used  both  in  a  proper,  and  in  an  improper 
sense  in  the  following  scriptures:  (1.)  In  a  froper 
sense  :  'The  labourer  is  teorthy  of,  or  meriti,  bis  hire, 
Lukex.  7.  Worthy,  or  deserving,  stripes,  Luke  xil.  48. 
Worthy  of,  or  meriting  death,  Acts  xxl.  11.  They 
have  shed  the  blood  of  thy  saints,  and  thou  hast  given 
them  blood  to  diiuk,  for  they  are  icorlhy :'  That  is, 
they  merit,  they  deserve  it.  Rev.  svi.  6.— (2.)  lo  an 
improper  sense,  which  yon  represent  as  heretical, 
'They  shall  walk  with  me  in  white,  for  they  are  teor- 
thy, Rev.  iii.  4. — Inquire  who  it  teorthy.  Malt.  x.  11. 
Worthy  of  me,  Matt.  x.  37.— They  that  were  bidden 
aere  not  teorthy,  Matt.  xxii.  8.—  Worthy  to  escape  these 
things,  Luke  ixi.  36.— Worthy  to  obtain  that  world,' 
Luke  xx.  35,  &c.  &c. 

In  all  these  passages  the  original  word  is  a£ai,  tcor- 
thy, meriting,  or  deserving.  Hishop  Cowpcr,  therefore, 
whom  you  quote  in  your  Five  Letters,  p.  26,  spoke 
with  nncomjiioii  m-lmc-  when  lit  y.utl,  "  No  inau  led 
by  the  Spirit  of  Jesus,  did  ever  nse  this  word  of  merit, 
[i.  e.  cujis?  ttvai]  as  applying  to  man  :  It  is  the  proud 
speech  of  Antichrist.  Search  the  scriptures,  and  ye 
shall  see  that  none  of  all  those  who  speak  by  divine 
inspiration,  did  ever  use  it:  Yea,  the  godly  falheis 
■     rs  abhorred  it." What  •  the  sacred  writers  "never 


„ 


20  FOURTH    CHECK 

used  the  word  afw*  ninul"  "The  godly  fathers  always 
abhorred"  an  expression  which  tin?  Holy  Ghost  30  fre- 
quently makes  use  of!  Christ  himself  "  spoke  by  the 
proud  spirit  of  Antichrist !"  When  I  see  such  catneb 
obtruded  upon  (he  church,  and  swallowed  down  by 
thousands  as  glib  truth,  I  am  cut  to  the  heart,  and,  In 
a  pang  of  sorrow  and  shame,  groan,  "  from  such  divi- 
nity, good  Lord,  deliver  me,  my  worthy  opponent,  and 
all  real  Protestants !" 

To  this,  Mr.  Rowland  Hill  answers  beforehand,  in  his 
Frientiiy  Remark*,  p.  28:  This  is  "  a  had  criticism 
npott  the  word  a&os,  which  iii'ire  ;'ii'perly  means  meet 
or  JU."  Now,  Sir,  to  your  bare  assertion  I  oppose,  (1.) 
All  the  Greek  lexicons.— (2.)  The  testimony  of  Beza, 
Calvin's  successor,  who  speaking  of  the  word  a(ma, 

-.1      .   il  !■/-  ur' 1 1.;,  1  ivhidi   is  ..J"  i-|i;.il  iviirhf 

and  importance.— (.'I.;  The  testimony  uf  Leigh,  an  other 
learned  Calvinist,  who,  in  his  Crilica  Sacra,  sat», 
"  ajioi  has  its  name  from  ayca,  a  trahendo ;  Qut» 
preponderant  lancem  altrahunl-.  and  is  a  metaphor 
taken  from  balances,  when  one  scale  doth  counter- 
poise another."  And  speaking  ofojiow,  a  word  de- 
rived from  ojioj,  he  adds,  ■-  It  sigmiielli  when  either 
reward  or  p>mis/ii>irit(  i-  given  accu tiling  to  the  propor- 
tion of  merit."  And  this  he  proves,  by  1  Tim.  v.  17, 
'  Let  the  elders  that  rule  well,  be  counted  worthy  of 
double  honour  :  For  the  scripture  .-ays,  the  labourer  it 
worthy  Of  his  reward.' 

When  I  see  the  learned'  C'alvirii.sts  forced  to  grant  nil 
we  contend  for,  I  wish  that  no  Protestant  may  any 
longer  expose  his  prejudice,  in  denying  what  is  abso- 
lutely undeniable,  viz.,  That  Christ  and  his  apostles 
assert,  some  men  merit,  or  are  worthy  of  rewards. 
Taking  care,  therefore,  never  to  fix  w  those  scriptural 
words  the  idea  of  proper  worthiness,  or  merit  of  condig  ■ 
miff,  let  us  no  longer  fight  agaiust  Christ,  by  saying, 
they  are  in  no  sense  worthy,  whom  Christ  himself 
makes,  accounts,  and  calls  worthy  ;  yea,  whom  he 
gloriously  retforrfj  as  such. 

"     "s  for  this  modest  proposition  of  ttie  Wwn 
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'  It  is  a  doubt,  if  God  justifies  any  one  that  utrer  did 
ear  him,  and  work  righteousness,"  H  stand*  now  esta- 
lisbed  by  your  conoessioni,  not  as  matter  of  doubt, 
at  as  a  matter  of  fact,  if  we  speak  of  justification  lu 
be  hour  of  conversion,  or  in  the  day  of  judgment, 
'or,  with  respect  to  the  former,  yon  lastly  observe, 
p.  12,)  that  "  the  mifh  whereby  we  art  eared,"  and 
oiise^o€ntlyja9tified,gf c#f»«lbewithontgood  woil;* : ' 
kod  with  regard  to  the  latter,  yon  say,  (p.  143,)  "  What 
eed  is  there  of  making  oar  justification,  by  the  evi- 
leneeof  works  in  the  day  of  Judgment,  a  matter  uf 
oatswrersy  at  all?  We  are  quite  agreed,  that  a  sinner 
i  dndaratlvely  justified  by  work*."  Now,  honoured 
lir,  if  he  is  justified  by  sMrif,  it  is  undoubtedly  by 
itrks  otrlgktiomtnsu  j  unless  is  could  be  proved,  that 
e-majr  **  justified  by  works  of  uarightetmne**,  by 
jaitary  and  murder.' 

&  It  is  likewise  evident  frail  your  own  concewiojis, 
hat  "talking  of  a  jusOted,  or  a  sanctified  state,"  with- 
«nt  paying  a  due  regard  to  good  works,  tends  to  mislead 
sen,  and  actually  misleads  thousands.  If  Judas,  for 
nstance,  when  he  neglected  good  works,  which  ale 
he  mark  of  onr  first,  and  the  instrument  of  our  second 
astification,  trusted  tn  what  was  done  in  the  moment, 
n  which  he  was  effectually  called  to  leave  all,  and 
follow  Jesus,  he  grossly  deceived  Mraself :  Or  if  he 
depended  upon  imputed  righteousness,  when  he  neg- 
lected personal  holiness,  he  built  upon  the  lon>esf 
sand. 

The  seasonableness  of  Mr.  Wesley's  caution  in  thi.< 
respect,  will  strike  you,  honoured  Sir,  if  you  cast  your 
eyes  upon  the  numbers  of -fallen  believers,  who  once, 
like  obedient  Judas,  left  all  to  follow  Christ ;  but  having 
resumed  their  besetting  sin,  like  the  apostolic  traitor, 
now  sell  their  Saviour  and  election,  perhaps  f'.r  a  le.sv 
valuable  consideration  than  he  did.  However,  they 
were  once  in  a  justified  and  sanctified  state,  and  Mr. 
Hill  tells  them,  that  "  in  the  act  of  justification  good 
works  bare  noplace," and  insinuates,  that  adulterers 
id  warderers  may  be  in  the  winter  season  of  a  sancti- 
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Bed  state;  therefore  they  reasonably  conclude,  that 
they  are  still  justified  and  sanctified.  Thus  they  lire, 
and  if  God  does  not  send  thein  an  honest  Nathan,  01 
if  when  he  comes  they  stop  tbeii  ears,  and  try  oat, 
Heresy,  thus  like  Judas  they  will  die 

With  respect  tu  the  last  clause  of  the  Minutes,  you 
must  acknowledge,  "  tli.it  we  are  every  moment  pleas- 
ing or  displeasing  to  God,  according  to  the  whole  of 
our  inward  tempers  and  mitwai.l  behaviour  :"  C 
clothe  Mr.  Wesley's  doctrine  in  words  in  which  yon 
agree  with  me  ;  you  must  confess,  that,  "  As  we  tna] 
die  every  hour,  aud  every  moment,  we  are  liable  to  Ik 
erery  hour  aud  every  moment .justified,  or  condemned, 
by  the  evidence  of  our  works."  ||  This  is  evident,  1 
you  consider  St.  Paul's  words,  *  Without  faith  il  ii 
impossible  to  please  God  ;'  aud  if  you  do  not  recant 
what  yon  say,  (Review,  p.  12,}  "  Justifying  faith 
[the  filith  by  which  we  please  Gud]  ciin/wl  be  without 
good  works."  Yon  must  therefore  prove,  that  ad 
tery,  treachery,  and  murder,  are  good  tcorki,  and 
that  means  opnuly  plead  fur  llelial,  Baal,  aud  Beelze- 
htib  ;  or  you  must  Kraut,  that,  when  David  committed 
those  crimes,  he  had  not  justifying  faith,  and  c 
quently  did  not  please  God.  And  the  momeni 
grant  this,  you  set  your  seal  to  the  last  proposition  of 
the  Minutes,  which  you  esteem  most  contrary,  and  1  * 
entirely  agreeable,  to  sound  doctrine. 

Having  thus,  by  the  help  of  your  own  concesaioMi 
once  more  removed  the  rock  i>f  offence,  under  which 
yon  try  to  crush  the  seasonable  rampart  of  St.  Jamea'i 
undented  religion,  which  ive  call  (Ac  Minutes,  1  leaie 
you  to  consider  how  much  Mr.  Wesley  has  been  rais- 

I understood,  and  how  much  the  truth  of  the  gospel  has 
been  set  at  naught. 
I  am,  honoured  and  dear  Sir, 
Your' a,  fyc. 
J.  FLETCHER. 
i  Th*  reader  is  vice  mure  desired  to  remember,  thnt  by  work*  m 
■jndenanA,  nut  only  the  wnrki  of  ihc  tongue  and  hands,  i.e.  oordt 
id  actions;  6u.'alw.  and  chieflj,  the  woiki  ol  the  mind  mod  html, 


js   my  engine,  Common   Si*B*e,  atandi  jet 

the  point  of  oar  Justification  bf  the  aldmce 
which  you  have  so  fully  granted  me,  pertnlt 
1  it  a  moment  at  the  basis  of  the  main  pillars 
iport  Antiuomianism  and  Calvinism, 
ghtvoua  Lot  had  died  when  he  repeated  the 
Iruiiki-iiuosiuid  i:i<v<t,  Lis  juiilicaliori  would 

tnrned  into  condemnation,  according  to  St. 
in  rule,  If  thou  be  a  breaker  8/  Ihe  lam,  thv 
■on  ii  made  umcirevmcition .-  For  neither  the 

nor  any  virtuous  man,  can  possibly  justify 
pon  the  evidence  of  drunkenness  and  incest. 
1  Solomon,  doating  upon  Heathenish  youug 
nd  led  away  by  them  into  abominable  idola- 
died  before  he  was  brought  again  to  repent- 
onld  never  have  Been  the  kingdom  of  God : 
uld  have  perished  in  his  sin  ;  unless  Geneva 
make  it  appear,  iu  direct  opposition  to  the 
■od,  that  the  impenitent  shall  not  perish,  and 
'ert  shall  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God.  (Luke 
Cor.  Ti.  9.} 
ie  incestuous  Corinthian  had  been  cut  off 

defiled  bis  father's  bed,  the  justification 
im  at  Us  first  conversion,  far  from  saving 
:  day  of  judgment,  would  have  aggravated  his 
■ion,  and  caused  him  to  be  counted  worthy  of 
aerer  punlthment,  than  if  he  never  had  known 
V&Mwmtfr,— wnr  fieen  justified  j  unless 
■re,  that  Christ  would  have  acquitted  Mm 


Upon  the  lion  iii  i.Tiilciice  rif  apiistacy  anil  incest,  which 
appears  to  me  as  difficult  a  task,  as  to  prove  that  Ch rial 
and  Belial  are  oue  and  the  same  filthy  god. 

4.  If  David  and  Uathsheba  had  been  run  through  by 
Uriah,  as  Zimri  and  Cosbi  were  by  Phineas;  and  if  they 
had  died  in  their  flagrant  wickedness ;    no  previous 

I      .      I,..     I      ...!    I  iil.'.ll'.nl^ 

would  have  seenrcd  their  justification  in  the  last  day. 
For,  upon  the  evidence  of  adultery  and  premeditated 
murder,  they  would  infallibly  have  been  condemned  ; 
according  to  those  awful  words  of  our  Lord,  J  com* 
fuickty  to  give  every  man,  [here  is  no  exception  for 
the  "  pleasant  children,"]  according  as  his  work  lhall 
be,  not  according  as  my  work  has  been  :  Blessed  are 
they  '*flI  do  '''s  commandments,  that  they  may  enter  m 
through  the  gates  into  the  city  .•  for  without  are  dog; 

WHOREMONIiERS  mid   MUBOEKERS.    (Ilev.  Xxii.   12,  &C.) 

Should  yon  say.  honoured  Sir,  It  is  provided  in  the 
decree  of  absolute  election,  llint  adulterer?,  who  onct 
walked  with  God,  shall  not  die  till  they  have  repented 
(1.)  I  demand  proof  that  there  ever  was  such  a  decree. 
Tn  the  second  Psalm,  indeed,  I  read  about  God's  decree 
respecting  Christ  and  mankind;  but  it  is  the  very  re- 
verse of  Calvin's-  decree,  for  it  implies  General  Redemp- 
tion and  t.onilirii.iaal  l'.ln:iot).  /  ii-itl  declare  the 
decree  :  Thou  art  my  Son  -■  /  mil  give  thee  the  hea- 
then for  thine  inherit '.nice,  irnd  the  o  nv.uMObl parts  of 
the  earth  for  thy  possession,— Kiss  the  Son,  lest  hi  bi 
angry,  and  ye  perish  from  the  icay. 

2.  This  evasion  is  founded  upon  a  most  absurd 
position,  which  sews  pillows  to  the  arms  of  backsliders 
and  apostates,  by  promising  them  immortality  if  they 
persevere  in  sin.  Hut  senilis;  a-iik-  she  absurdity  of  sup- 
posing, that  old  Solomon,  for  example,  might  have 
kept  himself  alive  till  now  by  assiduously  worsliipiiina 
Ashtaroth  ;  or  which  is  the  same,  that  he  might  have 
put  off  death  by  putting  off  repentance,  because  he  could 
notdie  tillhe  had  repented  -  1  ask,  Where  is  this  strange 
gospel  written  ?  Certainly  not  iu  the  Old  Testament ; 
fur  God  asks  there  with  indignation, '  Vftusn  tiifc  n£&- 


eous  turneth  away  from  hit  righteousness,  and  commll- 
tethiuii|uitr,  shall  us  live?'  No;  '  In  his  sin  that  be 
has  sinned  shall  he  dir.'  (Eiek.  iviii.  31.)  -Much  leu 
in  the  New,  where  Christ  protest*,  that  he  will  tpur 
lake-warm  believers  out  of  hit  mouthy  and  that  everg 
branch  in  him  which  bean  not  fruit,  4halt  be  tain 
away  or  cat  off:  An  awful  threatening  this,  which  tu 
executed  even  upon  one  uf  the  twelve  aj'ostlei  !  Pot 
our  Lord  himself  says,  Thorn  that  thou  oavest  ae  I 
We  kept,  and  none  of  them  it  lost  but  Judai,  who 
fell  finally,  since  lie  died  in  the  very  act  of  self-murder, 
and  Li  particularly  called  the  eon  of  perdition. 

Hut  granting  you,  that  lest  Lot,  David,  and  Solomon 
should  be  condemned  by  work*  in  the  day  of  judg- 
ment, they  were  to  be  immortal  till  they  ripeuted  and 
did  their  first  works;  tliis  rely  ?U|>ii'>*lti"ii  indicates, 
that  till  they  repented  tliey  were  loni  of  perdition, 
aecordine,  to  that  solemn  dtdaration  of  Truth  Manifeit 
iu  the  flesh,  Except  i/e  repent,  ye  thatl  all  periih. 

As  if  you  were  aware  of  this  diificulty,  (p.  149,) 
yon  have  recourse  to  a  noted  distinction  in  Geneva 
Logic,  by  which  you  hope  to  nc-rnre  your  favourite  doc- 
trine, as  well  as  fond  Rachel  once  secured  her 
favourite  Teraphim.  Vou  say,  "  that  though  a  sinner 
[David,  for  instance,  or  .Solomon]  be  justified  in  the 
light  of  God  by  Christ  alone,  he  tn  declarative! y  justi- 
fied by  works  both  here  and  at  the  day  of  judgment." 

Now,  honoured  Sir,  this  necessarily  Implies,  that 
though  David  iu  Uriah's  bed,  Bod  Solomon  at  the  shrine 
of  Ashtaroth,  are  justified  iu  the  sight  of  God  by 
Christ's  chastity  and  piety  imputed  to  them;  yel, 
before  men,  and  before  the  Judge  of  quick  and  dead, 
they  are  justified  bj  Che  cridence  of  their  own  chastity 
and  piety.  This  distinction,  one  of  the  main  supports 
of  Calvinism,  is  big  with  absurdities;  for  if  it  be  just, 
it  follows, 

1.  That  while  God  says  of  Solomon,  worshipping 
the  goddess  of  the  Zidrmiaos,  he  is  still  a  true  believer, 
'heis  jastiiied from  nil  tbingg;'  Christ  says,  By  Mi 
Sv/tjv  ,Aaffit«>w  Aim:  ha  h  an  impenitent,  rjujasia- 
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Red  idolutci  ;  and  St.  James,  siding  with  his  Master, 
saya  roundly,  Ibat  Solomon's  faith  being  now  without 
itrorki  is  it  tie/"/,  mnii-nfyiin!  I'.iilh  ;  by  which,  as  well 
as  by  his  bad  works,  he  U  condemned  already.  Now, 
Sir,  it  remains  that  you  should  give  up  Antintimiu 
Calvinism,  or  tell  us  who  is  grossly  mistaken,  God  or 
Christ:  For  upon  your  scheme,  find  says  of  an  impe- 
nitent Idolater,  who  once  believed  in  him,  "  He  ii 
fully  justified  by  the  perfect  law  of  liberty:"  And 
Christ  says,  "  He  is  fully  condemned  by  the  same 
law !"  And  reason  dictates,  that  hot!)  parts  of  a  fall 
eon  trad  irti  on  caunot  be  (rue. 

Do  not  say,  honoured  Sir,  that,  upon  the  Calvinian 
plan,  the  Father  and  the  Son  never  contradict  one  ano- 
ther in  the  matter  of  a  sinner's  justification;  for  if  the 
Father  justiri  i  's  by  tin.'  imputation  of  an  external  right- 
eousness, which  constitutes  a  sinner  righteous  while 
he  commits  all  sorts  of  crimes  ;  anil  it  the  Son,  on  the 
other  hand,  condemns  a  sinner  for  his  KOrt/s,  much 
more  for  the  commission  of  adultery,  idolatry,  and 
morder  ,  their  noiitencc  must  be  as  frequently  i.illcrent 
as  a  believer  acts,  or  speaks,  contrary  to  the  law  of 
liberty.  For  Christ  being  the  same  i/cstertlug,  tu-dag, 
and  for  ecer,  eatmot  justify,  lie  inii-t  condemn  now,  aa 
well  as  in  the  day  of  judgment,  every  man  who  now 
acts  or  speaks  wickedly. 

Should  you  attempt  to  account  for  (he  Father's  ima- 
ginary just  ill  eat  ioo  of  an  impeuitetr  id. -later,  by  bring- 
ing in  Calvin's  decrees,  and  saying  that  God  reckoued 
Solomon  a  converted  man  at  the  shrine  of  Ashtaroth, 
because  lie  bad  absolutely  decreed  to  give  him  restoring 
grace;  1  reply,  supposing  such  decrees  are  not  imagi- 
nary, is  it  not  absurd  to  say,  God  reckons  that  cold 
is  lieat,  and  confounds  January  with  July,  because  he 
has  decreed  that  summer  shall  follow  winter  ?  There- 
fore, which  way  soever  you  turn,  absurdities  or  impie- 
ties atare  you  in  the  fare. 

2.  The  unreasonableness  of  Calvinism  will  appear  to 
yon  more  glaringly  still,  if  you  suppose  for  a  moment 
thatDavid  died  in  I'riah's  bed.    For  then,  wtotirai 
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o  Dr.  Crisp's  Justification  by  the  imputation  of  Christ's 
dustily,  he  must  have  gone  straight  to  heaven  $  and, 
iccording  to  our  Lord's  condemnation,  by  the  evidence 
^personal  adultery,  he  most  have  gone  straight  to  hell.  . 
(no*,  by  the  help  of  Geneva  logic,  so  sure  as  the  royal 
tdulterer  might  have  died  before  Nathan  stirred  him 
ip  to  repentance,  I  can  demonstrate,  that  David  might 
awe  been  saved  and  damned,  in  heaven  and  in  bell,  at 
he  same  time ! 

3.  Your  distinction  Insinuate*,  mat  there  will  be  two 
lays  of  judgment;  one  to  try  us  secretly  before  God, 
ly  impqted  sin  and  imputed  righteousness ;  and  the 
riher:  to  try  us  publicly  before  men  mmd  amgele,  by  per- 
sonal sin  and  personal  righteousness :  A  new  doctrine 
this,  which  every  Christian  is  bound  to  reject*  not  only 
because  the  scripture  is  silent  about  it,  but  because  it 
Km  a  shocking  duplicity  of  conduct  upon  God;  for  it 
represent*  him,  first,  as  absolutely  saving  or  damning 
Ihe  chUdraTbf  men,  according  to  his  own  capricious 
imputation  of  Christ's  righteousness,  or  of  Adam's  siu  ; 
ind  then  as  being  desirous  to  make  a  show  of  justice 
before  men  and  angels,  by  preteuding  to  justify,  or 
condemn  people  *  according  to  their  works/-  when  in 
fact,  he  has  already  justified  or  condemned  them  with- 
out the  least  respect  to  their  works  ;  for,  say  Bishop 
Downer  and  Mr.  Hill,  "  In  the  act  of  justification, 
good  works  have  no  place ;"  and  indeed,  how  should 
they,  if  nee  grace  and  free  wrath  have  unalterably 
last  the  lot  of  all,  before  the  foundation  of  the  world  ? 
—or,  in  other  terms,  if  finished  salvation  and  finished 
lamnation  have  the  stamp  of  God,  as  well  as  that  of 
Calvin? 

.  4.  According  to  your  imaginary  distinction,  Christ, 
is ,  King  of  saints,  frequently  condemns  for  inherent 
wickedness,  those  whom  he  justifies,  as  a  Priest,  by 
mputed  righteousness ;  and  so,  to  the  disgrace  .of  his 
wisdom,  he  publicly  recants,  as  a  judge,  the  sentence 
)f  complete  justification,  which  he  privately  passes  a.* 
t  God.  Permit  me,  honoured  Sir,  to  enforce  thh  obsev- 
9ttoa  by  the  example  of  Judas,  or  any  other  apostate, 
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I  hope  nobody  will  charge  me  with  blasphemy,  for 
aaying  that  our  Lord  called  Judas  with  the  same  since- 
rity, with  which  lie  called  his  other  disciples.  Heaven 
forbid,  that  any  Christian  should  suppose,  the  Lamb  of 
God  called  lacariot  to  get  him  into  the  pit  of  perdition, 
an  the  fowler  does  an  unhappy  bird  which  he  wants  to 
K«  into  a  decoy.  Judas  readily  answered  the  call,  and 
undoubtedly  believed  in  Christ,  as  well  as  the  rest  of 
the  apustles  ;  for  St.  John  says,  '  This  beginning  of 
miracles  did  Jesus  in  Cana  of  Galilee,  and  manifested 
forth  hia  glory,  and  bis  disciples  [of  whom  Judas 
was  one]  belie  red  in  him.'  His  faith  was  true  sofarai 
it  went ;  for  he  was  one  of  '  the  little  dock  to  whom  it 
was  God'agood  pleasure  to  give  the  kingdom.'  {Luke 
xii.  32.)  Our  l.nrd  prouiiiiiict  il  hi  in  '  Me.-.s<  4,'witl:  the 
rest  of  hii  disciples,  (Matt,  xiii,  IS,}  and  conditionally 
promised  him  one  of  the  twelve  apustolie  crowns  in  hit 
glory.      (MMt  Kl*.  28".) 

If  you  sty,  that  "  he  was  always  a  traitor  and  * 
hypurrite,"  you  run  into  endless  difficulties;  for,  (1.) 
You  make  Christ  countenance,  by  his  example,  all 
bish.ms,  who  knowingly  ordain  wicked  men;  all 
patrons,  who  give  them  livings ;  and  all  kings,  who 
prefer  ungodly  men  to  high  dignities  in  the  church.  (2.) 
You  suppose,  that  Christ  who  would  not  receive  an 
occasional  testimony  from  an  evil  spirit,  not  only  sent 
a  devil  to  preach  and  baptize  in  his  name,  but  at  his 
return  encouraged  hiui  in  his  lunriil  dissimulation,  by 
bidding  him  '  rejoice  that  hi-  name  was  written  in 
heaven.'  (3.)  Yon  believe, '  that  the  faithful  and  true 
Witness,"  in  whose  mouth  no  guile  was  ever  foun(, 
gave  this  absurd,  hypocritical  charge  to  a  goat,  an  aroh 
hypocrite,  a  devil :  '  Behold,  I  send  you  forth  as  a 
»heep  in  the  midst  of  wolves  ;  but  fear  not,  the  hairs 
of  your  bead  are  all  numbered.  A  sparrow  shall  uot 
fall  to  the  ground  without  your  Father,  and  ye  are  of 
more  value  than  many  sparrows.  Do  not  premeditate, 
it  shall  be  given  yon  what  you  shall  speak  :  For  it  Is 
not  you  that  speak,  but  the  Spirit  of  your  Father  which 
tpeaketh  in  you.' 
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reive,  and  one  of  yon  is  a  devil  ?'   He  has  let  the 

;r  into  his  heart.    This  severe,  though  indirect  } 

•f,  reclaimed  Judas  for  a  time;  as  a  similar 

j  checked  Peter  on  another  occasion.    Nor  was 

bably,  till  near  the  end  of  our  Lord's  ministry, 

;  began  to  be  '  unfaithful  in  the  mammon  of 

teousness :'  And  even  then  Christ  kindly  warned, 

it  exposing  him. 

ie,  indeed,  think  that  our  Lord  was  partial  to  | 

but  I  do  not  sec  it;  For  with  equal  love  and 
lnesa  he  warned  all  his  disciples  of  their  approach - 
I,  and  mentioned  the  peculiar  circumstances  of 
s  and  Peter's  apostacy. — "  Aye,  but  he  prayed  for 

that  his  faith  might  not  fail." — And  is  this  a 

that  he  never  prayed  for  Judas  ?  That  he  always 

ed  him,  when  he  prayed  for  his  disciples,  and 

s  would  have  excepted  him,  if  he  had  been  alive  1 ' 

he  interceded  for  all  his  murderers  ? — "  How- 

e  looked  at  Peter,  to  cover  him  with  a  penitential  ■ 

."     Nay  he  did  more  than  this  for  Judas  ;  for 

a  ted  at  him,  first  indirectly,  aud  then  directly,  to 


their  fails !  Was  it  not  highly  agreeable  to  the  notious 
tre  have  of  justice,  ami  tin:  deciai-;itirjiis  wc  read  in  the 
b-ci  ipturf ,  that  our  Lord  should  reprobate,  ur  Rive  up, 
Judas,  when  Ik1  «,hv  hi  in  immovably  fised  in  bis  apos- 
lacy,  and  found  that  the  last  hour  of  his  day  of  grace 

From  all  iIhm'  ciicrim-taiices,  1  hope  I  may  conclude, 
that  Judas  was  not  always  an  hypocrite  ;  that  be  may 
be  properly  miked  among  lij.o-1  iks,  that  is,  among 
those  who  truly  fall  from  God,  and  therefore  were 
once  truly  in  liini ;  and  iha'  unr  I. mil  rpokc  no  untruth, 
wheu  he  called  Ibe  Sj.iii;  uf  God  the  Spirit  of  Judas'i 
Father,  without  making  any  difference  between  him 
and  the  other  disciples. 

If  you  ask.  How  he  fell?  I  reply,  That,  oicihiokine 
an  important  part  of  our  Lord's  pastural  charge  to  him, 
'  He  that  endureth  unto  the  end,  the  same  shall  be 
saved,'  he  dallied  with  worldly  reinstations,  rill  the 
evil  spirit,  which  was  gone  out  of  him,  entered  in 
aiiam,  with  seven  other  spirits  more  wicked  than  him- 
self, aud  took  possession  of  hi-  bean,  which  was  once 
swept  from  reigning  sin,  and  L'arni-hcd  with  the  graces 
which  adorn  the  Christian  in  his  iufaut  state.  Tbns, 
like  Hyiuencus,  philetus,  Deinan,and  other  apo-tates, 
'  by  putting  away  a  good  conscience,  concerning  faith 
he  made  shipwreck,'  and  evidenced  the  truth  of  God's 
declaration,  '  When  the  righteous  turneth  away  from 
his  righteousness,  all  his  rij,htcon.nrv.s  that  he  hath 
done  shall  not  be  mentioned  :  In  hi-  .-in  that  he  hath 
sinned,  he  shall  die.' 

"  Nay,  Judas  kept  his  Master's  money,  and  was  a 
thief;  therefore  he  was  always  an  hypocrite,  an  abao- 
lnte  reprobate." 

To  shew  the  weakness  of  this  objection,  I  need  ouly 
retort  it  thus :  David  set  his  heart  upon  bis  neighbour's 
wife,  as  Judas  did  upon  bis  Master's  money,  and  like 
him  betrayed  iuuocent  blood;  therefore  he  was  always 
au  hypocrite,  an  absolute  reprobate.  If  the  inference 
is  just  in  one  case,  it  is  undoubtedly  so  in  the  other, 

"Bat  David  repented,  and  did  hia  fust  ■woiW' 
t  thank  my  objector  for  this  important  cooc«svmi. 


Did  Judas  perish  !  It  was  then  because  he  did  not  iki 
his  first  work?,  though  he  repented.  And  is  David 
saved  ?  It  is  because  he  not  only  repented,  bat  did 
also  his  first  works  ;  or,  to  use  jour  own  expressions, 
becaoiie  he  recovered  "  justifying  faith,  which  cannot 
be  without  good  works."  Thus,  wlteu  he  had  recovered 
justifying  faith  before  God,  he  could  again  be  justified 
by  the  evidence  of  works,  both  before  his  fellow  mor- 
tals, and  that  God  who  '  judges  the  world  in  rigble 
nusness,'  aud  who  sentences  every  man  according  to 
his  oten  works,  and  not  merely  according  to  works 
done  by  another  near  6000  or  1  But)  years  before  they 
were  born.  'ITios  the  royal  adulterer,  who  died  a 
justified,  chaste  penitent,  can,  through  the  merit;  of 
Christ,  stand  before  the  throne  in  a  better  iind  more 
substantial  righteousness,  thau  the  fantastic  robe  in 
which  you  imagine  he  was  clothed,  when  his  eyes 
were  full  of  adultery,  and  his  hands  full  of  blood  ; — au 
airy,  loose,  flimsy  robe  this,  cut  out  at  Genera  and 
Dort,  not  at  Jerusalem  or  Autiocli  ;— a  wretched  con- 
trivance, the  chief  use  of  which  U  to  cover  the  iron-clay 
feet  of  the  Calvjuian  Diana,  and  afford  a  safe  asylum,  a 
decent  canopy  to  '  the  pleasant  children,'  while  they 
debauch  their  neighbours'  wives,  and  hypocritically 
niunlcr  them  out  of  the  way. 

O  ye  good  men,  how  lung  will  ye  inadvertently  re- 
present our  God,  wbu  is  glorious  in  holiness,  as  the 
pander  of  vice  ?  And  Christ's  immaculate  righteous- 
ness, as  the  unseemly  cloke  of  such  wickedness  as  is 
not  so  much  as  named  among  the  Gentiles  f  '  O  that 
saltation. /rem  this  eril,  were  given  unto  Israel  out  of 
Sioti  '.'  O  that  the  Lord  would  deliver  his  people  from 
Ibis  preposterous  error !  O  that  the  blast  of  divine 
indignation,  and  the  sighs  of  thousands  of  good  men, 
lighting  at  once  on  the  great  image,  might  tear  away 
the  loose  robe  of  righteousness,  which  L'uLrio  put  upon 
her  in  a  "  winter  season  1"  Then  could  all  the  world 
read  the  mark  of  the  beast  and  the  fiend,  which  she 
wears  on  her  naked  breast:  "Free  adultery,  Site 
MHuder,  tree  incest,  any  length  of  sin  for  the  pleasant. 
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children,  the  little  flock  of  the  elect :  Free  wrath,  free 
vengeance,  free  ilaiiiiiatiuu  for  the  immense  herd  of  tie 
reprobates!" 

But  to  return  lo  .liuUs.  the  (ir.-t  of  all  I'hii-iiau  iijin'-. 
tates  :  Waving  the  roiisi deration  of  his  justification  In 
his  infancy,  I  observe,  that  lis  ho  had  once  true  faith, 
he  undoubtedly  *  believed  to  righteousness,'  and  con- 
sequently '  it  was  imputed  tu  him  for  righteousness.' 
Now,  if  this  mean  that  God  put  upon  hira  a  loose  robe 
uf  righteousness,  which  for  ever  screened  him  from 
condemnation,  sad  under  which  he  could  conceal  a 
liag  of  stolen  money,  as  easily  as  yon  suppose  David  hid 
the  ewe-lamb  which  he  conveyed  away  from  Uriah's 
pasture  ;  it  follows,  upon  yonr  scheme,  that  "  jostifi- 
cation  beiii.L-  one  si  !■_'!;',  immutable  act,  in  which  norlis 
have  no  place,''  .hulas  is  still  completely  justified  In-far e 
God  by  Calriiiiau  imputation  i>f  righteousness ;  although 
Christians  have  liilhcnu  belie  vol,  works  have  so  impor- 
tant a  place  in  jur-rim-riii'in,  thai  ihc  a; instate  is  no  less 
condemned  before  God,  than  before  men  and  angels, 
by  his  avarice  and  treason. 

Let  fliose  who  can  split  a  hair,  as  easily  as  an  eagle 
can  find  her  passage  between  East  am!  West,  take  the 
riioscn  apostle,  who  did  not  make  his  election  sure  by 
(lie  works  of  faith  ;  and  let  them  split  him  asunder  : 
So  shall  happy  Iscariot,  the  dear  elected  child  of  God, 
wrapped  in  imputed  righteousness,  and  carried  by  ever- 
lasting love,  infallibly  go  to  heaven  without  works,  in 
consequence  of  hi-  Calviiiiau  j e -:i ileal iuh  before  God  ; 
while  poor  iv!vnb.i:f  :1  Judas,  for  accomplishing  God's 
decree,  shall  infallibly  go  to  his  own  place,  in  conse- 
quence of  his  condemn  a!  ion  liy  the  evidence  of  wicked 

Thus,  honoured  Sir,  by  fixing  my  plain  engine,  Com- 
mon Sense,  upon  the  immovable  point  nhirh  von 
have  granted  me,  i.e.,  St.  J  a  ines's  justification  by  works, 
I  hope  I  have  not  only  removed  the  rock  of  offence 
from  off  Mr.  Wesley's  Anti-CHspian  propositions,  bul 
heaved  al?o  your  great  Diana,  and  her  brother,  Apollo 
(I mean  unconditional  Election  and  absolute  Wevjicfa*- 


from  off  the  basis  of  orthodox)',  on  which  yon 
•r  they  staud  firm  as  the  pillars  >•(  heaven.  May 
nd  of  pure,  impartial  love,  whom  they  have  m 
iditectly  traduced,  as  a  God  of  blind  dotage  to 
?ds,  and  implacable  wrath  to  millions  of  his  crea- 
in  the  very  same  ciniiiii.-t^iiii- ; — ilie  (iod  whom 
an  scriptural  doctrines  have  represented  an  fond 
id  ^ rim  A|i;.(>llyn!i  ■  may  He,  I  say,  arise,  for  hii 
i  sake,  and  touch  the  t'eucva  colossus  with  hit 
■mnipoteiit  finder;  so  shall  it  in  a  moment  fall 
he  amazing  height  of  reverence  to  which  Calvin, 
nod  of  Doit,  and  Eli  laCoIes  have  raised  it ;  and 
■fcMhej  votaries  ri  ill  perceive,  they  had  no 
-eason  to  call  Genevi  impositions  "  the  doctrines 
e,"  than  EOod  Aaron  and  the  mistaken  Israel- 
i  give  the  tremendous  name  of  Jehovah  to  the 
otis  idol,  which  they  had  ili'vi.pnt'y  set  up  in  the 
e  of  legal  Moses  ;  so,  giving  glory  to  God,  they 
onfrss  that  the  robe  of  their  iuiaee,  with  which 
so  officiously  cover  impenitent  adulterers  and 
rers,  ia  no  more  like  the  true  wedding  garment, 
he  imaginary  appearances  of  armed  men  in  the 
,  are  like  the  multitude  of  the  heavenly  host, 
le  you  try  to  defend  this  robe,  and  I  to  tear  it  off 
:k  of  Aminomian  Jezebel,  let  us  not  neglect 
■iK  off  the  old  man,  putting  on  Christ  Jesus,  and 
g  in  him'  as  St.  Paul,  or  with  Mm  a*  Enoch, 
ed  id  Rue  linen,  cleat)  and  white,  which  is  the 
>usness  imparted  to  the  saints,  when  Christ  if 
I  in  their  hearts  by  faith,*  and  imputed  to  them 
;  as  tbey  walk,  in  their  measure,  '  as  he  also 
I.'  That,  notwithstanding  our  warm  controversy, 
y  'walk  iu  love'  with  each  other,  and  ail  the 
of  God,  is  the  prayer  of,  honoured  and  dear  Sir, 
Your  obedient  and  devoted  Servant, 
In  St.  James't  Gospel, 

JOHN  FLETCHER. 


LETTER  VII. 
I    riK.'HAlil)    HILL,    Esa. 


The  Fourth  Letter  of  your  Review  you  produce 
as  "  a  full  and  particular  answer"  to  what  I  ha»e 
advanced  against  Dr.  Crisp's  scheme  of  finished  Salva- 
tion, and  Finished  Damnation.  Hut  to  my  great  sur- 
prise, you  pass  in  profound  silence  over  my  strongest 
arguments.  Had  I  been  in  jour  place,  I  would  have 
paid  some  regard  to  my  word,  primed  in  capitals  in  mj> 
title-page  :  1  would  hare  tried  to  prove,  that,  upou 
the  Doctor's  scheme,  St.  Paul  might,  consistently  with 
wisdom,  exhort  the  Phllippians,  'to  work  out  their 
[finished]  salvation  with  fear  and  trembling.'  And  If 
I  could  not  have  made  it  appear,  that  our  Lord  hot 
finished  his  work,  us  an  i  uteri  hum  mi  Mediator,  a  teach- 
ing Prophet,  and  a  ruling  King  ;  1  would  either  have 
given  up  the  point,  or  endeavoured  to  show,  that  he 
has  finished  it  at  least  as  a  Priest. 

But  even  this  you  could  not  do  without  setting  aside 
two  important  parts  of  his  priestly  olTire  :  Tor  the  same 
Jesus,  who  offered  up  himself  as  the  true  paschal 
Lamb,  is  now  exalted  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  to 
bless  us  as  oar  Mclehiredec,  and  'make  intercession 
for  us'  as  our  Aaron,  saying  daily  concerning  a  multi- 
tude of  barren  hViicc?  in  liis  vineyard, '  Let  (lictn  alone 
this  year  also,  til)  I  shall  dig  about  them;  and  if  they 
bear  fruit,  well ;  And  if  nut,  then  after  (hat  thou  shall 
cut  them  down.'  Now  if  he  daily  carries  ou  his  Own 
personal  work  of  salvation,  nut  oniy  as  a  IVophet  and 
a  King,  but  also  as  a  Mediator  anil  a  !'i  ie-t ;  common 
eeme  dictates,  tliat  "  his  personal  wovl;"  is  wo  mote 


than  our  own  ;i 


;  and  that  the  doctrine  of  finished 
is  fouuded  upon  a  heap  of  palpable  mistakes, 
,1  expression  you  mean  any  thing  more  than  ■ 
atonement. 

ircrloofcing  these  insurmountable  difficulties, 
i  jour  "  full  anil  particular  answer"  by  saying, 
,  "  Finished  Salvation  Is  the  grand  fortreis, 
phieh  all  your  artillery  is  played,  and  at  which 
ry  bombs  of  bitter  sneer  and  cutting  sarcasm 
wii  : — Yet  this  very  expression,  in  its  full 
;  undertake  to  vindicate,  and  in  so  doing  shall 
e  sword  of  the  Spirit ;  and  the  Lord  enabling 
"t  aright,  I  doubt  riot  I  shall  put  to  flight 
s  of  the  aliens."  Let  n«  now  we  how  yon 
r  sword,  put  us   to  flight,  and  establish 

3.  "  When  the  Lord  of  Glory  gave  np  the 
e  cried, '  It  in  finished.'  And  what  was  finish- 
*  merely  his  life  ;  but  '  the  work  which  was 
And  what  was  this  work,  hut  the 
i  of  his  people  ?  Cne  would  have  imagined, 
■e  of  this  expression  might  have 
every  cavil." 

i  nee  of  this  contested  expression, 
J  Salvation  1"  Pray,  dear  Si  r,n  here  dues  he  use 
"lily  uot  in  the  two  passages  yon  quote,  '  I 
•d  the  work  thou  gavest  me  to  do,'  previoos- 
eutcring  on  my  passion  ;  and, '  It  ia  finished;' 
Jl  the  prophecies  relative  to  what  I  was  to  do, 
d  suffer  be/ore  my  death,  are  accomplished, 
rriptures  do  not  in  the  least  refer  to  the  work 
ir  do  they  even  take  in  the 
pnrtaiit  branches  of  sal  ration's  workonChrist's 
o  assert  it,  is  to  take  a  hold  stride  into  Soci- 
uid  maintain,  It  was  not  needful  to  out  mi- 
ll  Christ  should  die,  and  ri«e  again.      For 
■aid,  '  1  have  finished  the  work  thou  gavest  me 
was  not  yet  entered  upon  his  pass'voo  ,  Not 
ied  for  our  sins,  much  Jess  was  lie  yet  viaevi 
Btification,  when  he  said  upon  the  cross,  *  H 
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is  finis heii.'  To  suppose  then,  that  salvation's  wi 
on  Christ's  part  was  finished,  not  only  before  liis  res 
rectiou,  but  also  In  kin-  his  de:uh,  is  to  set  aside  so 
of  his  most  important  works ;  in  direct  opposition 
the  scriptures,  which  testify,  that  'he  died,  the  juit 
for  the  unjust  ;'  and  urririii  that  '  if  he  is  not  rai 
our  faith  is  vain,  we  are  yet  In  onr  sins.'  Thus,  Sir, 
yon  have  so  unhappily  hesnn  to  "  wield  your  sword," 
as  to  rat  down,  \\t  the  first  stroke,  the  two  grand  arti- 
cles of  the  Christian  faith,  the  death  and  resurrection 
of  Jesus  Christ. 

II.  Page  33.     To  mend  the  matter,   you  have  r 
course  to  the  mysterious  dot  trine  of  the  decrees  ;  ill 
because  "All  events  are  present  unto  God,  and  we 
so  from  eternity  to   eternity,"  you  affirm  that   "  Tl 
glorification  of  the  elect  is  as  much  finished  as  their 
jircdosiinatirni,"       iiy  (he  same  rule  of  Geneva  logic, 
1  may  say,  that  because  God  has  decreed,   the  World 
shall  melt  with  fervent  iicat,  the  general  coufU£ration 
is  as  much  finished  as  the  deluge.    Were  ever  m 
ntriiiiai;  assertions  obtruded  nfiuii  mankind  ? 

If  this  illustration  does  not  convince  you  of  your 
mistake,  1  turn  the  tables,  and  make  your  blood  r 
cold  with  the  dreadful  counterpart  of  your  own  propo- 
sition. The  damnation  of  the  non-elect  '  horn  or  un- 
born' is  as  much  finished  as  their  pmlesti  nation. 
And  are  these  '  the  good  tidings  of  great  joy  which 
shall  be  to  ail  people  ?'  And  is  this  the  comfortable 
gospel  of  free-grace,  which  we  are  '  to  preach  to 
every  creature  ?'  Alas,  my  dear  Sir,  you  wield  your 
sword  so  unskilfully,  as  absolutely  to  cut  down  alt 
hopes  and  possibility  of  mercy  for  millions  of  your 
fellow-creatures;  even  for  all  the  poor  reprobates  ou 
the  left  side  of  the  ship,  who,  "from  eternity  to 
eternity,  were  irresistibly  enclosed  in  the  net  of  finished 
damnation  I" 

III.  P.  63.  To  support  your  unscriptural  assertior 
you  produce  Roiu.  viii.  29,  '  Whom  he  did  predesti- 
nate, them  he  called  :  And  whom  he  called,  them  he 

aAk/jusiitied j  aad.whotn  ho  justified,  rtitui  he  tdtwi 


telierers :  Who  are  tbe  person*  that,  u  such, 
ratinated  to  life, '  according  to  his  fore-bnow- 
ad  tbe  counsel  of  his  half  will.'  These  '  he 
but  not  these  alone.  When  they  made  their 
■are,  by  beliering  in  the  light  of  their  dispcu- 
Jiese  '  he  alio  j  ustified. '  And  when  they  made 
aslificatioo  rare,  by  '  adding  to  their  faitb 
Ac.,  these  '  he  alio  glorified  j'  fur  the  souls 
-ted  saints  are  actually  glorified  in  Abraham's 
and  living  saiuts  are  not  only  called  and 
,  bat  also  in  part  glorified  ;  Eur,  by  '  the  Spirit 

and  of  God,  which  rest*  upon  them,  they  are 
I  into  the  divine  image  from  glory  to  glory;' 
y  are  already  ■  all  glorious  within.' 

much  more  reasonable  and  scriptural  ii  this 
f  the  apostle's  words,  than  that  which  yon  fix 
em,  by  which  yon  would  make  us  believe,  that, 
one  hand,  Solomon's  salvation  (including  his 
lion  and  glorification)  was  finished,  "  in  the 
ent  of  the  expression,"  when  he  worshipped 
ninaiion  of  the  Zidoniaua.  and  ilnried  la  his 


Bui  your  conclusion  is  not  just;  for  the  apostle,  instead 
of  supposing  their  salvation  finished,  exhorts  them 
'  not  to  steal,  not  to  be  drunk  with  wine,  and  not  to 
give  place  to  the  devil,'  by  fornication,  uiiduLiimess, 
filthiuess,  or  covetousness ;  '  for  tliis  ye  know,'  addi 
he, '  that  no  unclean  person,  &c,  hath  any  inheritance 
in  the  kingdom  of  Christ ;'  so  far  is  he  from  being 
"  already  virtually  seated  in  hcavm!     ;-..:  i  ■  '■■    c " i 

What  need  is  there  of  '  dai  teiiing  counsel  by  a  word 
without  knowledge''  By  the  dark  word  "  virtually  ?" 
While  the  Kuhcsiaus  kept  the  faith,  did  they  not  'tet 
their  affections  on  things  above  ?'  Were  not  their 
hearts  in  hi-avcii  »iili  Christ  aitreeahly  to  our  Lord's 
doctrine,  '  Where  your  treasure  is,  there  will  your 
heart  be  also  ?'  And  hy  a  lively  faith,  which  is,  '  the 
substance  of  things  hoped  for,'  did  they  not  already 
share  the  glory  of  their  exulted  Head  ?  Will  yon.  still 
endeavour  to  persuade  the  world,  that  when  David 
defded  his  neighbour's  bed,  he  was  '  seated  iu  heavenly 
places  in  Christ?'  Is  it  not  evident,  that  these,  and 
the  like  expressions  of  St.  Paul,  must  not  be  under- 
stood of  idle  Ami uiaii   -pei'ukiiiiiiis;  but  of  such* 

real  change,  as  our  church  mentions  in  her  collect  for 
Ascension  day?!  "Grant,  that  as  Christ  ascended 
into  the  heavens ;  so  we  may  also  in  heart  and  mind 
thither  ascend,  and  oiiriuisidly  dudi."  Such  power- 
ful exertions  of  faith,  hope,  and  love,  as  are  described 
in  the  77th  hymn  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Madan 'a  collection? 


But  this  is  not  all:  if  tho  elect,  whether  they  be 
drunk  or  suber,  eliaate  or  unrlean,  "  are  already  vir- 
tually  seated  in  JicarenJy  places  in  Christ,"   accoidus^ 
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to  the  doctrine  of  Finished  Salvation ;  an  not  poor 
reprobates,  whether  they  pray  or  corse,  repent  or  sin, 
already  virtually  seated  in  hellish  places  In  the  devil, 
according  to  the  doctrine  of  Finished  Damnation? 
O  Sir,  when  yonnse  she  sword  of  the  Spirit  to  storm 
the  New  Jerusalem,  and.caft  the  way  through  law  and 
gospel  before  an  adulterer  tojkgnmt*  dMtefe,  that  he 
m*jvirtu*ay  [that  Is,  I  fear,  comtforUMy  amlmurelj] 
<  sit  in  heavenly  places  in  Christ/  do  yon  not  dread* 
muy  proatitnte  God's  holy  word  ?  Inadvertently  light 
fee  battle  of  the  rankest  Antmomians,  and  aeenre  the 
fmadatlon  of  Mr.  Samfiman's  as  well  as  Dr.  Crisp's 
nsaeaaing  errors?    But  you  hare  an  excuse  ready : 

V.-  P.  63.  "  Christ  has  purchased  the  Spirit,  to 
work  mortification  of  sin,  Ac.,  in  the  hearts  of  hia 
children:  And  in  iMs reipect  their  sanrtincation  is 
itaUy  aa  much  finished  as  their  justification."—!  reply, 
(1*)  If  their  justification'  by  works  is  not  finished, 
before  the  day  of  judgment,  as  our  Lord  informs  us, 
(Matt.  xii.  37,)  your  observation  proves  just  nothing. 
—(2.)  The  scriptures,  in  direct  opposition  to  your 
scheme,  declare,  that  the  Spirit  strives  with,  and  con- 
sequently was  purchased  for  all ;  those  who  *  quench' 
it,  and  'sin  against  the  Holy  Ghost/  not  excepted. 
Therefore,  neither  the  sanctification  nor  salvation  of 
sinners,  is  absolutely  secured  by  the  purchase  you  men- 
tion. If  it  were,  all  the  world  would  be  saved.  But 
alas  !  many  '  deny  the  Lord  that  bought  them,'  and  by 
'  doing  despite  to  the  Spirit  of  grace'  purchased  for 
them,  *  bring  upon  themselves  swift  destruction,'  in- 
stead of  finished  salvation.  Here,  then,  the  sword 
which  you  wield,  flies  again  to  pieces,  by  clashing  with 
the  real  sword  of  the  Spirit,  brandished  by  St.  Peter 
and  St.  Paul. 

VI.  P.  64.  You  bring  in  "  The  immutability  of 
God's  counsel  confirmed  by  an  oath,"  and  add,  "  The 
will  and  testament  is  signed,  sealed,  and  properly 
attested. — The  whole  affair  is  finished.  There  remama 
nothing  to  do  bat  to  take  possession.*'  I  thank  you, 
dear  Sir,  for  tbla  concession;   something  then  "  \$* 
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mains  to  do  j"  We  moat,  at  least  " 
•mil  if  we  neglect  doing  it,  farewell  finished  salvation  : 
We  shall  as  much  fall  short  of  the  heavenly,  as  the 
Israelites,  who  perished  in  the  wilderness,  because 
they  refused  to  take  possession,  fell  short  of  the 
earthly  Canaan. 

Again,  we  grant,  that  God's  "  Will  and  Testamen 
is  finished,  and  scaled  by  Christ's  most  precious 
blood:"  And  that  "the  everlasting  covenant  if 
ordered  in  all  things,  and  sure  i"  But  if  part  of  tl 
will  and  covenant  runs  thus  :  '  Ye  are  saved  by  gra 
through  faith  : — You  are  kept  hv  the  power  of  God 
through  faith  :— If  ye  continue  in  the  faith  ;— Faith 
without  worts  is  dead  -  -Wherefore  work  out  your  ov 
salvation  with  fear  and  trembling: — For  him  that  si 
neth,  I  will  blot  out  of  my  book : — If  ye  walk  co 
trary  to  me,  I  will  walk  contrary  to  yon  :— 1  will  cut 
ray  staff,  beauty,  asunder,  that  I  may  break  my  cove- 
nant which  I  have  made  wilh  all  the  people.  (Zech. 
xi.  10.) — And  ye  shall  know  my  breach  of  promise. 
{Numb.  niv.  34.)— 1  will  therefore  put  you  in  remem- 
brance, though  yc  once  knew  this,  how  that  the  Lord, 
having  saved  the.  people  out  of  the  laud  or  Egypt,  after- 
ward destroyed  them  that  believed  not; — Although 
through  faith  they  kept  the  pass  over,  and  the  sprink- 
ling of  blood,  lest  the  destroyer  should  touch  tb 
Aud  did  all  drink  the  same  spiritual  drink,  (for  they 
drank  of  that  spiritual  rock  that  followed  them  ;  and 
that  rock  was  Christ;) — Now  all  these  things  happened 
to  them  for  examples  ;  And  they  are  written  for  onr 
admonition.  Wherefore  let  him  that  thlnketh  her 
standeth,  take  heed  lest  befall:'— If  part  of  God's  vr  ill 
and  coven  Lint,  I  say,  runs  thus  ;  is  it  not  absurd  to  sup- 
pose, that  any  man's  saltation  is  finished,  while  he  not 
only  does  not  comply  with  the  gracious  terms  of  God's 
"  sure  covenant,"  but  notoriously  incurs  the  dreadful 
threatenings  recorded  in  his  unalterable  "  will  and 
testament?"  Here  then,  instead  of  '  turning  to  flight 
the  armies  of  the  aliens,'  you  have  given  us  weapons 
to  beat  you  out  of  the  field.  But  you  boou  come  feack, 
again  to  say, 


Vil.  P.  6*.  "  Certain  it  is,  tbat  ihe  salvation  o( 
every  soul  given  by  the  Father  to  the  Son,  in  (be 
eternal  covenant  of  redemption,  is  as  firmly  secured, 
as  if  those  souls  were  already  in  slory."  The  certainty 
which  yon  apeak  of,  exists  only  in  roar  nm  imagina- 
tion. Judas  was  given  by  the  Father  to  the  Son  ;  and 
yet  Jndas  is  lost,  if  the  solvation  of  some  people"  was 
at  firmly  secured  from  the  beginning,  as  if  they  had 
already  been  iu  glory,"  all  the  gMpd  ministers  who 
have  addressed  them  M  any  time  n  children  of  wrath, 
bare  been  preachers  of  lies,  and  the  Holy  Spirit  "  if- 
nessen  to  an  untruth,  when  he  testifies  to  the  unre- 
generate  elect,  that  they  arc  in  dapper  of  hell.  But 
this  is  Dot  all;  upon  your  dangerous  scheme,  the 
foundations  are  thrown  duwn  ;  man  is  no  more  in  a 
Itate  of  trial  i  The  day  of  judgment  will  be  a  mere 
farce  ;  and  the  scriptures  are  a  farrago  of  the  most 
absurd  cautions,  and  the  moat  scandalous  lies  :  For 
they  perpetually  speak  to  believers,  as  to  persona  In 
danger  of  '  falling,'  and  '  being  cut  off,'  if  they  do  not 
'  walk  circumspectly ;'  aud  they  assert,  that  some 
'  perish  for  whom  Christ  died  ;'  and  that  others,  by 
'denying  the  Lord  who  nought  them,  hring  upon 
themselves  swift  destruction." 

But  pray,  Sir,  when  yon  tell  na,  "  The  salvation  of 
every  soul  given  by  the  Father  to  the  Son,  in  the 
eternal  covenant  of  redemption,  is  as  firmly  secured, 
u  if  those  souls  were  already  in  glory  ;"  do  you  not 
tee  the  cloven  foot  on  which  your  doctrine  stalks  along? 
Permit  me  to  uncover  it  a  moment,  and  strike  my 
readers  with  salutary  dread,  by  holding  forth  the  inse- 
parable connterpart  of  your  dangerous  opinion,  "  Cer- 
tain it  is,  that  the  damnation  of  every  son!  given  by  the 
Father  to  the  rlevil,  in  ilie  f.'tcninl  coi  eiiuut  of  reproba- 
tion, is  as  firmly  secured,  as  if  those  souls  were  already 
in  bell."  Shame  on  the  man  tbat  first  called  snch 
horrid  tenets  "  the  doctrines  of  grace,  and  the  free 
gospel  of  Jesus  Christ!"  Confusion  on  the  lying  spirit, 
who  broke  oat  of  the  bottomless  pit,  thus  to  blaspheme 
He  Father  of  march'*,  delude  goad  men,  aud  tan  ftw 


!S  of  Antinonjianiem  !  O,  Sir,  wbeu  you  p 
such  doctrines,  instead  of  wielding  aright  'the  sword 
of  the  Spirit,'  do  you  not  plunge  it  in  muddy,  Stygi»D 
waters,  till  it  is  cohered  with  sordid  ni.it,  and  reeki 
with  poisonous  error?    But  you  pursue  ; 

VIII,  P.  6i.  "  To  scruple  the  use  of  that  expression, 
Finished  Salrarioti,  unities  the  jin-ik'.-l  mistrust  of  the 
Mediator's  pom-r,  and  casts  the  highest  reflection  upon 
his  iuiinitr  « i-ilum,  by  .npim-im;  til  Lit  liu  did  not  col 
the  cost  before  he  began  to  build,  and  therefore  t 
cither  hia  own  personal  work,  or  that  which  lie  doe* 
in  his  members  (for  they  an;  uuly  parti  of  the  Ml 
salvation),  is  left  unfinished."  If  we  do  not  admit  yt 
doctrine,  honoured  Sir,  it  is  not  because  we  mistrust  the 
Mediator's  "  power,"  and  have  low  thoughts  of  bli 
"wisdom;"  but  because  we  cannot  lulicve,  that  he 
will  use  his  Power  in  opposition  to  his  Wisdom  and 
Truth,  In  taking  the  elect  by  main  force  into  heaven, 
as  a  <trong  man  takes  a  sack  of  corn  into  his  granary  ; 
much  less  can  we  think,  that  be  will  use  his  Omnipo- 
tence in  opposition  to  his  Mercy  and  Justice,  by 
placing  millions  of  this  creatures  in  such  forcible  cir- 
cumstances, as  absolutely  necessitate  them  V 
he  damned,  according  to  the  horrible  doctrine  of 
finished  damnation. 

Nor  do  we  suppose,  that  Christ  unwisely  forgol  M 
'  count  the  cost."  No  i  From  the  beginning  he  knew 
that  some  would  abuse  their  liberty,  and  bory  their 
talent  of  good-will,  and  gracious  power  to  come  unto 
him,  '  that  they  might  have  more  abundant  life.'  But 
far  from  being  disappointed,  as  we  are  when  things  fall 
ont  contrary  to  our  fond  expectation,  he  declared  he- 
forehand,  '  1  have  laboured  in  vain,  jet  surely  my 
work  is  with  my  God,"  (Isa.  xlix.  4.)  As  if  he  had  said, 
"  If  I  cannot  rejoice  over  the  obstinate  ucglectera  of 
my  great  salvation  ;  if  my  kindly  dying  for  their  sins, 
excepting  tbat  against  the  Holy  Ghost ;  and  my  sin- 
cerely calling  upon  tliein  to  '  turn  and  live,"  prove 
aseless  to  tliem,  through  their  '  doing  despite  to  the 
Spirit  of  grace, '  and  committing '  tlie  s\u  wrto  taNh  ■,' 
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ret  my  work  will  not  be  lost  with  respect  to  my  God. 
For  my  impartial,  redeeming  love  will  effectually '  stop 
svery  month,'  and  abundantly  secure  me  hononr 
4  all  the  divine  perfectioof  j  which  would  be  dread* 
tally  sollied,  if,  by  an  absolute  decree  that  all  should 
tecessarily  mil  in  Adam,  and  that  millions  should 
lever  hare  It  In  their  power  to  rise  by  me,  I  had  set 
ny.aeal  to  the  horrible  doctrine  of  finished  salvation." 

Here,  then,  in  flourishing  with  your  sword,  you  have 
beaten  the  air/  instead  of  ■«  turning  to  flight  thear- 
aies  oT-^hose  who  are  not  dear  In  the  doctrine  of 
dfaohrte  predestination,  whom  you  call  — '  aliens  ;' 
mdin  a  quotation,  p.  37, "  absolutely  place  among  the 
isntrouj  hosts  of  the  DUbolonians,  who  by  the  best 
of  Jaws  must  die  as  election-doubters.'9 

IX.  P.  64.  "  If  any  thing  be  left  unfinished,  Christ 
soujd  never  have  said,  <  He  that  believeth  hath  over- 
ailing  life ;»  It  is  already  begun  in  his  soul."  Well, 
fit  is  but  begun,  It  is  not  yet  finished.  But  you  add, 
'It  is  so  certain  in  reversion,  that  nothing  shall  deprive 
dm  of  it." — True,  '  if  he  continues  in  the  faith,  and 
ibides  in  Christ,  hearing  his  voice,  and  following  him  :' 
for  who  *  shall  pluck  you  out  of  the  Redeemer's 
band?* — *  Who  shall  harm  you,  if  ye  l>e  followers  of 
that  which  is  good  ?'  But  if  the  believer  *  makes 
ihipwreck  of  his  faith,'  and  '  ends  in  the  flesh,'  after 
laving  '  begun  in  the  Spirit,'  with  all  apostates  he 
shall '  of  the  flesh  reap  destruction.'    Again, 

*  Everlasting  life,'  iu  the  passage  you  quote,  un- 
ioubtedly  signifies  a  title  to  eternal  bliss,  as  it  appears 
rom  these  words  of  our  Lord,  '  He  that  has  left  bre- 
hren,  &c,  for  my  sake,  shall  receive  in  the  world  to 
»me  eternal  life  :'  And  from  these  words  of  St.  Paul, 
Ye  have  your  fruit  unto  holiness,  and  the  end  ever- 
asting  life  :'  Now  if  we  give  over  following  after  holi*- 
less,  and  do  not  continue  to  leave  all  for  Christ's  sake, 
nay  we  not  forfeit  our  title  to  glory,  as  the  servaut 
vho  had  ten  thousand  talents  forgiven  him,  forfeited 
lis  pardon  and  the  privilege  annexed  to  it,  by  *  taking 
is  fellow servant  by  the  throat/  and  arresting  bim  for 
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a  *  handled  pence  ?'  But  supposing  the  expression 
'  everlasting  life,'  means,  as  yon  intimate,  "  the  life  of 
God  already  begun  in  die  soul,"  agreeably  to  these 
scriptures  :  •  Tie  life  that  I  lire,  1  live  by  faith  in  the 
Son  of  God ;  for  the  just  shall  lire  by  faith  ;'  how  can 
you  infer,  tiiat  the  life  of  faith  is  inamissible  >  If  yon 
can  believe,  that  every  child  quickened  in  the  womb 
grows  up  to  be  a  man,  because  he  has  human  life  in 
embryo;  I  will  grant,  that  no  sonl,  quietened  by 
seed  of  grace,  can  miscarry,  and  that  the  seed  of  the 
word  brings  forth  fruit  to  maturity  in  every  sort 
ground. 

Should  you  reply,  "  That  the  life  of  faith, 
spiritual  life,  cannot  be  lost,  because  it  is  of 
eternal  nature,"  I  deny  the  consequence.  Suppose 
1  have  lost  an  everlasting  jewel,  do  1  not  quibble 
self  out  of  my  invaluable  property,  if  I  say,  "  I  I 
uot  lost  it,  for  it  is  everlasting  ?"  Did  not  Satan 
.Adam  lose  their  spiritual  life  ?  Do  not  all  apost 
lose  it  also  ?  Is  there  a  damned  soul  but  what 
lost  it  twice  ?  Once  in  Adam,  and  the  second  time  by 
his  own  personal  transgressions?  Are  uot  all  n* 
who  hum  '  in  file  unquenchable,  trees  plucked  up 
the  roots  ;'  not  because  they  '  died  in  Adam,'  but  I 
cause  they  '  are  twice  dead ;'  because  they  personally 
'  destroyed  themselves,'  and,  when  Christ  gave  them  * 
degree  of  life,  '  would  not  come  to  hitti,  that 
might  have  it  more  abundantly  ?'  Thus,  by  resisting 
to  the  last  the  quickening  beams  of  the  Spirit  that 
'strove  with  them,-  they  'quenched  him'  in  them- 
selves and  became  apostates.  If  Christ  is  '  the  light 
and  the  life  of  men,'  and  if  he  '  enlightens  every 
that  comes  into  the  world,'  are  not  all  the  damned 
apostates  ?  Have  they  uot  all  falleu  from  some  degree 
or  other  of  qmckcuiuir  iiracc  ?  Have  they  not  all  buried 
one  or  more  talents  ?  And  is  it  not  Satan's  mi 
piece  of  policy,  to  make  in  mil  men  assure  qnickened 
sinners,  that  they  cannot  lose  their  life,  no  not  by 
planning  into  the  whirlpools  of  adultery,  murder,  and 
incest?     The  ancieut  serpeut  deceived  hut  feraxviuiera 


bf  saying,  *  Ye  shall  not  surely  die,'  if  ye  eat  of 
forbidden  fruit :  But  now,  it  serins,  be  ma;  take 
rest ;  for,  O  astonishing  !  gospel  alilMn  do  bis 
work  ;  they  jq advertently  '  deceive  the  very  elect,'  and 
'  imil Him  m  the  faith  of  soine,'  by  making  them  the 
rery  same  false  promise. 

I  have  already  objened,  tliat  he  '  who  belie veth'  i« 
laid  to  '  have  everlasting  life;'  not  only  because,  while 
be  keep*  the  faith,  he  has  a  title  to  g  lory,  but  t  ■■..'.-■ 
'.iving  •  faith  aliragi  works  by  love,"  the  grace  thai 
'  never  faileth,'  the  grace  that  '  lives  and  abides  for 
ever;'  not  indeed  in  this  or  Alt  individual,  during 
hit  state  of  probation,  but  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven, 
'  among  the  spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect  in  love,' 
jlj  confirmed  in  glory.  However,  you  still  urge, 
"To  say  that  everlasting  life  run  be  lost,  is  a  con- 
tradiction in  terms  :  If  it  is  everlasting,  bow  can  it  be 
forfeited  or  lost?"  How?  Just  as  the  Jews  forfeited 
tke  land  which  God  gave  10  Abraham  for  an  everList. 
iog  possession.  (Gen.  xvit.  8.)  Just  as  the  seed  o' 
HkM  lost'  the  cveriaiting  priesthood.'  (Numb,  xxv 
13.)  Just  as  the  Israelites  '  broke  the  everlasting 
covenant.'  (Isaiah  Jsiv.  6J  Just  as  Hyuieucns  and 
PJiiletns  forfeited  the  everlasting  privileges  of  be- 
lievers [  that  is,  by  '  making  shipwreck  ,>(  faith  and 
sgood  conscience.'  Here,  tbeu,  the  edge  of  your  own 
iivoid  is  again  blunted,  and  the  stroke  u.ivcn  to  the 
■'  aliens"  easily  panieil,  with  the  unbroken  '  Sword 
if  the  Spirit  :*  I  mean  the  word  of  God  Illustrated 
liy  itself,  and  taken  in  connexion  with  itself.  How- 
Mr*  you  proceed  : 

X.  P.  64.  "Hie chosen  vessel,  Paul,  tells  his  be- 
i>Fed  Timothy,  that  God  '  hath  saved  us,  and  called 
it  with  a  ho'y  calling,'  "  &c.  Hence  you  conclude, 
Ibt  if  ive  are  elect,  rflr  salvation  is  finished.  I  giant, 
li.at  God  hath  saved  us  from  hell,  placed  us  in  a  state 
if  salvation  began,  and  '  called  as  with  a  holy  calling, 
to  work  out  our  salvation  nith  fear  and  trembling  -,' 
under  wcaoe  ditpewmtlOD  of  tliat  'grace  which  wa* 
fas asle  Chrift before  the  wtiihl  bfgun  ;   ucconVing 


— 

to  God's    own    purpose,    that   CAiist  should   be   the 
Saviour  of  all  men,  especially  of  thi-in   that   believe.*    ' 
Hut, : 1 1 : is  !   though   '  many  are  tlm*  culled,  yet  but  few 
are  chosen;  because  few  walk   worthy  of  their  higk 
vocation,   few  make   their   calling  and    election    sore.'     ' 
Numbers,  like  David  and  Solomon,  Demas  and  Sap-    ' 
phira,  believe  for  a  while,  and  '  iu  time  of  temptation 
fall  away ;'  some  of  whom,    instead  of  r"  ' 
'  draw  back  unto  perdition. ' 

Hence  "  the  chosen  vessel,   Paul,"  himself  cries  t 
halting  believers,  '  How  shall  we  escape  if  we  neglect 
to  great  salvation?"    So    far  was  he  from   Imagining 
that  the  salvation  of  xnne,  and  the  damnation  of  other 
"  were  as  firmly  secured,"  as  if  the  one  were  already 
in  heaven,   and  the  others   in  hell !     So  little  did  It 
think,  that  to  preach  tin;  gospel  was  to    present  tl 
elect  with    nothing  but  the  cup  of  finished  salva  " 
even  when  they  take  nway  the  wives  aud  lives  of  th 
neighbours  ;  and  to  drench  the  reprobates  with  the  ci 
of  finished  damnation,  even  while  they  ask,  seek,  ktio 
mill  endeavour  to  make  their  mock  calling  sure  1 

Certain  it  is,  that  if  the  apostle  spoke  of  your  fin UU.. 
salvation,  when  he  said,  '  God  hath  saved  us,  ani  * 
called  us  with  a  holy  calling,'  repiM  bated  myriads  may  * 
reasonably  give  over  wrestling  with  almighty,  crer-  ** 
lasting  wrath,  and  cry  out,  "  He  haih  damned  us,  and  S 
called  us  with  an  unholy,  hypocritical,  and  lying  call*  ** 
ing,  according  to  his  own  purpose  and  wrath,  which  '' 
was  given  ns  in  Adam  before  the  world  began,"  O  *■" 
Sir,  by  this  frightful  doctrine,  you  give  a  desperate  "* 
thrust  to  the  hopes  which  millions  entertain,  that  God  '•* 
is  not  yet  absolutely  merciless  towards  ditui,  ami  that  - 
they  may  yet  repent  and  be  saved  ;  htit  happily  for  ■ 
them,  it  is  with  the  dagger  of  error,  and  not  with  '  th*  le 
sword  of  the  Spirit.' 

XI.  P,  C6.  "  But  farther.    Believers  are  said  to  be  * 
'  saved  by  faith"  and  to  be  '  kept  by  the  power  of  God 
through  failli  unto  salvation.'     Now  true  faith  and  n 
rmioimrc  hen-  inseparably  linked  by  the  apostle." 
tcparjbh  linked !    Pray,  Sir,  where,  is  Ihe'i 
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see  it  not  Nay,  when  I  consalt  the  apostles, 
se  strained-  words  yon  raise  your  argument, 
!  with  one  consent  against  year  doctrine.  The 
;  some  branches-  in  Christ  '  were  broken  off 
af  anlie&ef;  fern staodest  by  frith;  [ondonbt- 
;  faith  ;]  nevertheless,  fear  lest  he  also  spare 
.  Beheld  his  goodness  towards  thee,  if  then 
:  in  bis  goodness ;  otherwise  thou  also  shalt 
?.'  The  other  declares,  « If  after  they  [fallen 
i,  whom  he  does  not  call  *  pies  tint'  bntcnrsed 
]  hare  escaped  the  pollntlons  of  the  world, 
the  knowledge  of  the  Lord  and  8arioiir  Jesus 
that  is,  through  true  frith,)  they  are  again  en- 
herrio,  and  overcome ;  the  latter  end  is  worse 
Mil  than  the  beginning.'  (2  Pet.  11. 20,  com- 
ith  2  Pet  i.  2,  g,  9,  10.)  Thus,  Sir,  St.  Paul 
Peter,  whom  yon  call  to  yonr  assistance,  agree 
ch  yonr  sword  out  of  yonr  own  hand.  Bot 
j  take  it  np  again. ' 

P.  64.  "  Christ  being  styled  not  only  the  author, 
finisher  of  our  faith  ;  he  most  be,  consequently, 
her  of  our  salvation."  So  he  undoubtedly  is, 
e  are  *  workers  together  with  him/  that  is, 
sing  the  gracious  talent  of  will  aud  power, 
le  freely  gives  us,  we  '  work  out  our  own  sal* 
rith  fear  and  trembliug.'    But  if  we  bury  that 

do  despite  to  the  Spirit  of  grace,  forget  that 
:  washed  from  our  sins/  and  wallow  again  iu 
;  of  iuiquity ;  '  Christ,'  the  author  of  the  faith 
e  destroy, '  profile th  us  nothing ;  we  are  fallen 
xre.' 

ight  to  rock  feeble  believers  in  the  cradle  of 
ecuiity,  by  telling  them,  they  can  never  lose 
l ;  when  part  of  St.  Paul's  triumphant  song,  _ 
>re  he  received  the  crown  of  martyrdom,  was, 

kept  the  faith?'  What  wonder  was  it,  that 
d  have  kept,  what  even  the  carnal,  incestuous 
an  could  never  lose  !  When  the  fecriptuvea 
,  not  only  those  who  '  have  kept   the   faith ,' 

who  '  have  made  shipwreck  of  it  and  of  a 
c  2 


good  conscience, — those  who  'believe  for  a  while 
and  iu  lime  of  ft'iii|it;iii(iu  Kill  away,'' — and  those  wbi 
one  day  believe,  another  day  have  little  faith,  audi 
and  by  have  no  faith  ; — are  we  not '  wise  above  * 
is  written,'  and  sow  we  not  Antinonrian  tares,  w 
we  give  lukewarm  Laodiceans  to  understand,  theya 
never  lose  what,  ala?  '   thi'v  have  alreadv  lost .' 

If  Christ  was  to  believe  in  his  own  blood  for  us, 
grant,  that  the  work  of  faith  and  salvation  could  u 
miscarry.  Brit  what  ground  have  we  to  imagine  lb. 
this  is  the  case  ?  Did  the  apostles  charge  Christ, 
sinners,  to  believe,  under  pain  of  damnation  ?  If  be 
lieving  ia  entirely  the  work  of  Christ,  why  did  1 
,  marvel  at  the  unbelief  of  the  Jews  >  Did  yon  ev 
marvel  at  the  sessions,  that  the  constables  in  waitii 
did  not  act  as  magistrates  ?  Did  yon  ever  send  tl 
to  jail  for  not  doing  jour  work,  as  you  suppose  Christ 
sends  unbelievers  to  heli  for  not  believing,  thatii 
Upon  your  scheme,  for  not  doing  his  work  ? 

While  we  readily  grant  you,  that  the  talent  of  fa 
like  that  of  industry,  Is  the  '  free  gift  of  God,'  togel 
with  the  time,  opportunity,  and  power  to  use 
should  you  not  grant  us,  that  Coil  treats  us  as  ratio: 
accountable  creatures  ?  That  he  does  not  use  the  _ 
of  faith  for  us  :  That  we  may  bury  our  talent  of  fait 
and  perish  ;  as  some  trary  their  talent  of  industry,  an 
starve  ?  And  that  it  is  as  absurd  to  say,  the  faith  < 
every  individual  in  the  church  is  inamissible,  b< 
Christ  is  the  author  and  finisher  of  our  faith; 
affirm  that  no  individual  ear  of  corn  ran  be  bl 
because  Christ  :'wlin  lipliuh^  nil  ihin^  by  (lur  word 
his  power)  is  the  unchangeable  author  and  finisher  o 
all  our  harvests  ? 

Once  more  permit  me,  honoured  Sir,  tti  hang  t 
millstone  of  reprobation  about  the  neck  of  your  Diana, 
to  cast  her  bark  with  that  cumbrous  weight  into  these* 
of  error,  from  whose  scum  she,  like  another  Venni 
had  her  unnatural  origin.  If  the  salvation  of  the  elect 
isSnhhed,  because  '  Christ  is  the  author  and  finish 
of  their  I aith,'  it  necessarily  follows,  ftiat,  tto  iwrnn 


lion  of  the  reprobates  is  also  Robbed,  because  "Christ 
is  the  author  and  finisher  uf  their  unbelief."  For  be 
ihat  absolutely  withholds  faith,  causes  unbelief,  as 
Effectually  as  he  that  absolutely  withholds  the  light, 
aases  darkness. 

If  in  direct  opposition  to  the  words  of  our  Lord, 
(John  iii.  18,)  you  say,  with  tome  Calvinista,  that 
"  Christ  does  not  damn  men  for  unbelief,  but  for  their 
das;"  1  reply,  Thii  is  nitre  trifling.  If  Christ  abao- 
lotrly  refuses  them  power  to  believe  in  (lie  light  of 
4eir  dispensation,  how  can  they  but  sin?  Does  not 
Pinlsay.that  '  without  faith  It  la  impossible  to  pleaie 
God?"  Is  it  not  unbelief  at  the  root  of  every  ain?  Did 
not  even  Adam  eat  the  forbiddeu  fruit  through  unbe-  ^ 
lief ?  And  is  not  'this  our  only  victory,  even  our 
faith;* 

An  illn strati ou  will,  I  hope,  expose  the  emptiness  of 
the  pleas  which  some  urge  in  favour  of  unconditional 
reprobation,  or,  if  you  please,  no n- election.  A  mother 
conceives  an  unaccountable  antipathy  to  her  sucking 
child.  She  goes  to  the  brink  of  a  precipice,  bends  her- 
self  over  It  with  the  passive  infant  in  her  bosom,  and, 
withdrawing  her  arms  from  under  him,  drops  him  upon 
the  Craggy  side  of  a  rock,  mid  thus  he  rolls  down  from 
rock  to  rock,  till  he  lies  at  the  bottom  beaten  to  piece*, 
a  bloody  instance  of  finished  destruction.  The  judge 
asks  the  murderer,  what  she  has  to  say  in  her  own 
defence.  The  child  was  mine,  replies  she,  and  I  have 
a  right  to  do  what  I  please  with  my  own.  Besides,  1 
did  neither  throw  him  down,  nor  murder  liim  ■  I  only 
withdrew  my  arms  from  under  him,  and  he  fell  of  his 
own  accord.  In  mystic  Geneva,  she  is  honourably 
•cquitted  j  but  in  England,  the  executioner  is  ordered 
10  rid  the  earth  of  the  cruel  monster.  So  may  God 
jive  us  commission  to  rid  the  church  of  your  Diana, 
who  teaches,  that  he,  the  Father  of  mercies,  does  by 
nilliaos  of  his  ^passive  children,  what  the  barbaroQfl 
mother  did  hy  one  of  hers ;  Affirming,  (hat  he  uncou- 
ililonally  withholds  grace  from  them  ■.  And  that,  hsy 
shw&A?//  refusing  to  be  'the  author   and  finisher,  of 


their  faith,'  lie  is  this  aiisoiiitc   author  and    iiniaher 
their  unbelief,    and   consequently    of  thi-lr    sin    a 

XIII.  However,  without  being  frightened  at  th 
tireadful  eon  si.' que  nee;;,  yon  conclude  us  if  you  had  <■ 
the  day  ;  ]),  65.  "  Nuw  I  n;i|i'j<tl  i-  ■  :.  ■ .  =  ■ :  .  ■  ■  =  ■ 
whether  I  have  nut  brought  sniliricnt  authority,  fri 
the  best  of  anthoritii-i,  GoiI'.h  unerring  word,  for  t 
life  of  that  phra.-c,  liuifhed  suliation,"  which,  p.  ( 
"  in  its  full  extent,  !  undertook  to  vindicate."  I  ci 
dially  join  iu  your  appeal,  honouredsir,  and  desire  a 
unprejudiced  reader?  to  say,  if  you  have  brought  n 
solid  proof  from  God's  unerring  word,  in  support  i 
your  favoiiri rt.-  scheme,  which  centres  iu  the  do 
of  finished  salvation;  And  if  that  expression, 
taken"  in  its  full  extent,"  ia  not  the  stalking-  horse 
every  wild  Nicolaitan  Ranter  ;  and  tbe  dangerous  bi 
by  which  Satan,  transformed  into  an  angel  of  lig 
prevails  upon  unstable  souls  v>  sivalloiv  the  silver  hi 
of  speculative,  that  he  may  draw  them  into  all 
depths  of  practical  Autinomianiaru. 

XIV.  I  do  not  think  it  worth  while  to  dwell  ut 
the  lines  you  quote  from  Mr.  Charles  Wesley's  Hymn» 
He  is  yet  alive  to  tell  us  what  lie  meaut  by  "  U"s 
utahed;  it's  past,"  &c.  And  he  informs  me,  that 
meuit,  "the  sufficient  sacrifice,  oblation,  and  sat 
faction,  which  Christ  made  upon  the  cross  for  the  si 
of  tli e  whole  world,  except  '  doingdespite  to  the  Spi 
of  grace,'  or  the  sin  mjniu^t  tin-  Holy  Ghost."  T 
atouement,  which  is  a  considerable  part  of  the  F 
deemer'a  work,  is  undoubtedly  finished  ;  and  if  by  ■ 
figure  of  pociiy,  that  puts  a  part  for  the  whole,  yon 
choose  to  give  the  name  of  finished  salvation  to  a 
finished  atonement,  1  have  already  observed  in  tbe 
Third  Cheek,  that  we  will  not  dispute  about  tbe 
expression.  We  only  entreat  you  so  to  explain  and 
guard  it,  as  not  to  give  sanction  to  "  Antinoinian  do- 
tages," and  charge  the  God  of  love  with  the  blasphemy 
of  finished  damnation. 

XV.  The   Calvin istical  passage  wtiidi  -jon  vjtodnct 


from  the  Christian  Library,  i 
Mr.  >Vc  .-ley's  or  the  printer'!. 
of  it  is  worthy  01  a  place  in  the  Index  Expurgatoriui, 
which  he  deigns  to  annex  to  that  valuable  collection. 
S'ev-erthelens,  two  clauses  if  that  wry  passage  are  not 
It  all  to  your  purpose.  "Christ  is  now  ttiurounlili 
furnished  f«r  the  carrying  on  of  this  work  :— He  ii  ac- 
tnally  at  work."  Now  if  Christ  is  actually  at  wort, 
and  carrying  ou  his  work,  that  work  is  not  yi't  finished. 
Thus,  even  the  exceptionable  passage  which  you,  or 
the  friends  who  gaie  you  their  assistance,  have  j.irlitd 
nut  of  a  work  of  tii'ty  volumes,  -hew*  lite  absurdity  of 
taking  the  expression,  ■'  finished  salvathm,"  in  Us  full 

Should  you  say,  "  Christ  ia  thoroughly  furnished  lor 
his  work,  (namely,  the  salvation  of  the  elect,;  ibercl'uc 
that  work  is  :i-  ifuiul  as  finished,"  i  once  mote1  present 
job  with  the  frightful  head  of  Gene  ia- Medusa,  and 
reply,  "  Christ  is  thoroughly  furnished  lor  his.  work, 
(namely,  the  damnation  of  the  reprobates,)  therefore 
that  work  is  as  good  as  finished."  Thus  all  tcrmiuate*  stiil 
in  unco  v  or  i  11  e  the  two  iron -el  111  feet  of  yon  r  great  image, 
absolute  election  and  absoluie  reprobation,  or,  which 
is  all  one,  finished  salvation,  and  finished  damnation. 

O  Sir,  the  more  yon  fight  for  Dr.  Crisp's  scheme  of 
free  grace,  the  more  yon  e\];n-e  hi.-,  scheme  of  free 
wrath.  1  hope  my  judicious  readers  arc  shocked  at  it, 
as  well  as  myself  Your  "  sword"  really  "  puts  us  tu 
flight." — We  start  back, — we  run  away  :  But  It  is  only 
from  the  depths  of  Satan,  which  you  IuIij  us  to  discover 
in  speculative  Aiitiutiruimd-ni,  or  barefaced  Calvinism. 

XVI.  if  yon  charge  me  with  "  calumny"  for  assert- 
ing, that  speculative  .Auliiiuriiiiitjism,  and  barelitecd 
Calvinism,  are  one  and  the  same  thing;  to  clear  myself, 
1  present  you  with  the  creed  of  an  honest,  consistent, 
plain-spnken  Calvinist.  Head  itwithout  prejudice, and 
say,  if  it  will  not  suit  an  abettor  of  speculative  AntiuD- 
mianiatn,  and,  upon  occasion,  a  wild  (lamer,  wading 
through  all  the  ,ic/:thj  of'  pnictkitl  Aniinomiaiusra,  a? 

E-  an  admirer  of  "  the  doctrines  of  grace." 


S3  FOURTH    CHECK 

Five  Letters,  1st  Edit.  p.  33, 34,  27.  "  I  most  firmly 
believe,  that  the  grand  cause  of  so  much  lifeless  pro- 
fession, is  owing  to  the  sheep  of  Christ  being  fed  in 
the  barren  pastures,  and  muddled  waters  of  a  legalised 
gospel.  The  doctrines  of  graoe  are  not  to  be  kept 
nut  of  Bight,  for  fear  men  of  corrupt  minds  should 
abuse  them.  I  will  no  more  be  so  fearful  to  trust  God 
with  his  own  trndis,  as  to  starve  his  children  and  my 
own  soul :  I  will  make  an  open  confession  of  my 
Wtfc," 

■'  1.  1  believe  in  God  the  Father  Almighty,  who 
from  all  eternity,  uncondilieiiriUy  I'lvdes  limited  inc  to 
life,  aud  absolutely  chose  me  to  eternal  salvation. 
Whom  he  once  loved,  he  will  love  for  ever ;  I  am 
therefore  persuaded,  (p.  £8,31,)  that  as  he  did  not  set 
his  love  on  me  at  first  for  any  thing  in  me,  so  that  love, 
iv hi th  is  not  at  all  dependent  upon  any  thing  in  me, 
can  never  vary  On  account  of  my  misivuiiiin^  ;  and 
for  this  reason,  when  I  miscarry,  suppose-  by  adulter; 
or  murder,  God  ever  considers  me  as  one  with  his 
own  Son,  who  has  fulfilled  all  righteousness  for  rue. 
Am)  as  he  is  'always  welt  pleased' with  him,  sowitfc 
me,  Mm  am  absolutely  'bone  of  his  bone,  and  flesh 
of  his  flesh.'  (p.  26,  31.)  There  are  no  lengths,  tlien, 
I  may  not  run,  nor  any  depths  1  may  not  fall  into, 
without  displeasing  him  ;  as  I  see  in  David,  who,  not- 
withstanding his  repeated  backsliding*,  did  not  lose 
the  character  of  the  man  after  God's  own  heart.  I 
may  murder  with  him,  worship  Ashlaroth  with  Solo- 
muu,  deny  Christ  with  Peter,  rob  with  Oucsiuius,  unit 
commit  incest  with  the  Corinthian,  without  forfeiting 
either  the  divine  favour,  or  the  kingdom  of  glory.  'Who 
shall  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge  of  God's  elect?'  to  the 
charge  of  a  believer?  to  my  charge  ?  For, 

"  2.  (B.  2(i,  27,  32.)  I  beliere  in  Jesus  Christ,  that 
*  by  one  offering  has  for  ever  perfected'  me,  who  am 
'  sanctified'  in  all  my  sins  : — In  him  1  am  complete  in 
all  my  iniquities.  What  is  all  sin  before  his  atoning 
blood?  Either  he  has  fulfilled  the  whole  law,  and 
borne  the  curse,  or  he  has  uot.    If  he  has  not,  so  mwI 


tan  be  S2ved:  If  irciias,   then   nil  dilii.-  aVid  CMroa 

JL'aiiist  hi-  people  jmd  ntr,  lie  rln  ■ 
thousand  adulteries,  am)  sn  niiiny  ulurHrr*!  or  lie  they 
less,  (suppose  only  one  rubbery,)  be  [hey  stuail  ot  be 
they  yreat,  be  they  befote  or  be  they  after  mv  conver- 
sion, arc  for  evef  at.rl  for  ever  cancelled.  1  sci  op  tio 
more  iuohu tumults  dis'inciions  of  sin,  especially  sins 
after  conversi'in.  Whether  I  run  dejected  with  Elijah 
under  the  juniper  lite,  or  worshipping  Milcnm  with 
Solomon  ;  whether  1  mi-take  the  voice  of  the  Lord  for 
iliat  ofliis  priest,  at  Samuel,  or  derile  my  neighbour's 
bed  as  David  ;  !  am  equally  accepted  in  the  Heloved. 
For  in  tin  1st  I  am  chosen,  loved,  called,  and  uncondi- 
tionally preserved to  the end. — All  itest,tas>e«  ate  for- 
j/ftb  inc.— 1  am  justified  from  all  tiling;, — I  already 
tare  everlasting  life.  Nay,  I  am  dow  (virtually)  set 
down  in  heme  hly  place-  with  (.'hri-i ;  and  ;,ssuoti  shall 
Satan  (ilnclt  his  crown  from  his  head,  as  his  purchase 
from  his  hand," 

P,  S7,'J8.  "Yes,  I  avow  it  id  the  fare  of  all  the 
MjiU;  no  fills  or  MeMtdtegt  cm  ever  brin*  me 
agolii  under  condemnation  ;  for  Christ  bath  made  me 
free  fn.uu  ihc  law  of  sin  and  death,  Should  I  out-Fin 
Jilanasses  himself,  I  Blioiiln  mil  In  ri  lr-fs  pleasant  child  ; 
beran.'c  G"d  always  views  me  in  Christ,  itml  in  him  1 
aia  without  split  or  wrinkle,  or  anj  Mseli  thine;.  Black 
in  myself,  1  am  mill  comely  through  the  comelineb* 
tiui  rrpon  me :  And  Iheiefore  he  '  who  is  ui"  purer  eyes 
[ban  to  behold  iniquity,'  Kin,  in  the  midst  of  alladol- 
arte;  murders,  and  incests,  address  me  with,  '  Tho* 
art  ilii  fair,  my  love,  my  undefiled  ;  there  is  uo  spot  iu 
-l.ee  !'  Ami, 
*».'  1  believe  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  the  Spirit  of  grace, 
.  ,ii,-i  v.'liom  1  cau  never  sin,  (p.  -Ij,)  whose  light UfttJ 
■  e  i  can  never  quench,  to  whom  I  can  nerer  do 
Ir'jiitv,  anil  win)  In  hi-  t;o«d  tiint:  will  ivresi-fihiv  and 
infallibly  (Review,  p.  36)  work  in  me  to  will  and  to 
la;1  ■In  the  mean  time,  I  am  perfectly  -ccuie  ;  for  1 
3M  never  perish,  my  miration  Seine;  already  finished 
,  die  fall  extent  of  the  expression."  Review   p  63   &c 


"Once,  indeed,  I  supposed,  that  'the  wrath  of  God 
came,'  at  least  for  enotmnus  crimes,'  upon  thechlMr 
nf  liisutii/rlinice  ;' am!  I  ttiMiirlit  it  would  t 
me,  if  1  committed  adultery  and  murder:  But  n 
discover  my  mistake,  and  believe  (p.  28  and  25)  it  it 
capital  error  to  confound  me  and  my  actii 
rut  murders,  &c.  certainly  displease  God,  my  p 
stands  always  absolved,  always  complete,  always  p 
saut  in  the  everlasting  righteousness  of  the  Rcdeeii 
T  repeat  It,  (3d  edit.  p.  37,)  it  la  a  most  pernici 
error  of  the  schoolmen,  to  distinguish  sins  < 
to  the  fact,  and  not  according  to  the  person, 
believeth  hath  as  jiirat  -in  as  the  unbeliever:  Nay,  hi 
Slua,  (p.  32,)  for  the  matter  of  them,  arc  perhaps  in 
heinous  and  scandalous  than  those  of  the  unbelieve 
hut  although  he  daily  sinncth,  perhaps  as  David  ■ 
the  Corinthian,  by  adultery,  murder,  and  incest,  1 
continue. th  godly. 

"  Before  1  was  ii c 1 1 tia i 1 1 1 ■_■  J  uiththe  truth,  I  it 
that  sin  would  dishonour  God,  and  injure  a 
since  the  preachers  of  finished  salvation  have  ope nc 
my  eyes,  1  see  how  greatly  1  was  mistaken 
1  believe  that  God   will  over-rule  my  sin,  ftvhetl 
be  adultery,  murder,  nr  incest,':   for  li is  glory  and  n 

"  (1.)  For  his  glory.  (P.  36,  30,  31,  3ft)  God  ill 
permits  his  own  dearest  children  to  commit  adultci 
murder,  and  incest,  to  bring  about  his  purposes, 
has  always  the  same  thing  in  view,  namely,  his  e 
glory  and  my  salvation,  together  Willi  that  of  the  o 
elect.  This  Adam  was  accomplishing  when  he  p 
the  whole  world  under  the  curse ;— Ouesimus  when  h> 
robbed  Philemon  his  master  ;— Judith  when  he  com 
mitted  Incest  with  Tamav  ; — and  David  when  he  com 
mltted  adultery  with  Bathsheba—  How  has  many  i 
poor,  taidileas  soul  even  blessed  God  for  Peter's  <k 
Dial !— As  for  the  incestuous  Corinthian,  the  tender 
uess  shewn  him  after  his  crime,  has  raised  many  ou 
of  the  mire,  a;>d  caused  them  to  recover  their  firs 
lute. 


TO    AST1*0>K»N1S!W. 

"  (2.)  For  my  good.  [P.  32.)  God  bai  promised  to 
mike  '  all  things  work  for  good  to  me  ;'  a;,d  if  all 
things,  then  my  «rj  sin?  and  corruptions  are  included 
in  the  royal  promise.  Should  I  be  asked,  What  parti- 
cular goad,  sin  will  do  me  in  time  and  in  eternity?  I 
answer  !  A  grievous  tall  [suppose  into  adultery,  uini 
dec,  or  incest]  shall  serve  to  make  me  know  my  place, 
to  drive  rac  nearer  to  Christ,  to  make  me  more  depen- 
dent upon  his  strength,  to  keep  me  more  watchful,  to 
cause  me  to  sympathise  with  the  fallen,  and  to  make 
me  sing  louder  to  the  dmIm  of  free,  sovereign,  restor- 
ing grace,  throughout  all  the  ages  of  eternity.  Thus, 
tithough  1  highly  blame  (p.  ;i3.i  those  who  routidlysay, 
'  Let  ii;  sin  that  grace  may  abound,'  I  do  not  legalise 
the  gospel,  but  o|ienly  declare,  (p.  2/, J  that  if  I  commit 
adultery,  murder,  or  incest,  before  or  after  my  cunver- 
Biou,  grace  shall  irresistibly  and  infallibly  abound  OTet 
these,  and  all  my  other  sins,  be  they  small  or  be  they 
great,  he  they  more  or  be  they  less.  My  fmleat  bill 
will  only  drive  me  nearer  to  Christ,  mid  make  nic  sine 
(p.  32)  his  praises  louder  than  if  I  had  not  tklleu. 
Thus  [to  say  nothing  of  the  sweetness  and  profit  which 
may  now  atioe  from  sin]  adultery,  incest,  and  murder, 
shall,  upon  the  whole,  make  me  holier  upon  earth,  and 

I  need  uot  tell  you,  honoured  Sir,  that  lam  indebted 
to  you  for  all  the  doctrine-,  and  must  oi  ihi'i  expressions 
of  this  dangerous  cunfessiou  of  faith.  If  any  one 
doubt  of  it,  let  him  compare  this  creed  and  your 
Letters  together.  Some  clauses  and  sentences  1  have 
added,  not  to  "  misrepresent  and  blacken,"  but  to 
introduce,  connect,  and  illustrate  your  sentiments. 
You  speak,  indeed,  in  the  third  person,  and  I  in  the 
first,  but  this  alters  not  the  doctrine.  Besides,  if  the 
privileges  of  a  lean  believer  belong  to  me,  as  welt  as 
to  David  ;  1  do  not  set  why  1  should  be  debarred  from 
the  fat  pastures  yon  recoiiiim.'rirl,  i  p.  3-1  ,j  »  liicli,  I  fear, 
are  so  very  rich,  that  if  the  leanest  sheep  of  Christ  do 
but  ranye,  and  rake  their  HI!  In  them,  they  will,  in  & 
Awdays,   wax  tmnton  against  him,  butt  at  tlic  sheep 


which  (In  not  bleat  io  tin 
shepherds,  and  prow  m 
Jesh  until  himself. 

XVII.  Some  lialf-lnnrlfcl  Culvinists.who  areasham 
of  [heir  priuci  jilt1;-,  mul  ile^.irnu;:  to  cuncenl  their  Diau 
deformity,  will  probably  blame  you  for  having  urn 
vered  the  less  frightful  of  her  feet,  anil  shewn  it  uak 
to  the  wondering  world.  But  io  the  apology  which  j 
have  already  made  about  it,  1  hope  I  may,  without  ii 
pertinence,  add  one  or  two  remarks. 

1.  Whoever  believes  eiihcr  the  doctrine  of  oucoui 
tianal  election,  or  that  of  righteousness  absolutely  ii 
putcd  to  apostatising  hrlievers,  or  that  of  the  infallil 
perseverance  of  all  who  were  saints  yesterday,  and  1 
day  commit  adultery,  murder,  Or  incest;  and,  in 
word,  whoever  helii'iiv  the  rloiii ine  of  finished  sah 
tlon,  implicitly  receive-  two-thi'  :1s  of  the  Antinorai 
creed  whith  you  have  helped  me  to.  And  those  w 
have  so  strong  n  faith,  and  so  large  a  conscience, 
to  swallow  so  much,  (together  with  the  doctrine 
finished  damnation,  eternal  wrath  naming  against  m 
riads  of  unborn  creatures,  and  everlasting  fire  prepar 
for  millions  of  passive,  sensible  machines,  which  ha 
only  fulfilled  God's  secret,  and  irresistible  wit 
might,  one  won  hi  think,  receive  tlie  whole  creed,  wi( 
out  any  difficulty.  For  why  should  those,  who  c 
swallow  five  or  sin  camels  as  a  glib  morsel,  strain 
three  or  four  gnats,  a-  if  they  were  going  to  Iw  qu' 
choked.     Again, 

2.  if  Calvinism  is  true,  yon  arc  certainly,  honour 
Sir,  the  honest  and  consistent  I'alviuist,  so  far  aa  co 
uistency  is  compatible  with  the  most  inconsistent  of. 
schemes.  Permit  me  to  produce  one  instance,  whk 
i  hope,  will  abate  the  prejudices,  which  some  nusettl 
Calvinists  have  rmnrivi'd  iurainst  you,  for  speaki 
i)Uite  out,  with  respect  to  the  excellent  effects  of  sin 
believers. 

If  man  is  not  a  free  agent,  (and  undoubtedly  he 
not,  if  from  all  eternity  he  ha?  been  bound  by  ten  thu 
taad  chains  of"  irresistible  and  absolute  detvees,1  '*t 


£ 


low?,  that  ht-  is  hut  a  curious  machine,  superior  In  a 
brute,  as  a  brute  is  superior  in  h  watch,  and  a  watch  to 
a  wheel- barrow.  Upon  Calvin's  principle?,  this  won- 
derful  machine  is  as  much  euided  by  Cod's  invisible 
hand,  or  rather  Ly  hi-  ab.-ohrtc  decrees,  as  a  puppet  by 
the  unseen  wire,  which  causes  its  seemingly  spoutaue- 
oils  motions.  This  being  the  case,  it  is  c  tide  lit  tltat 
God  is  as  much  the  author  of  our  actions  good  or  bad, 
as  a  show-man  is  the  author  of  the  tuutiousof  his  pup- 
pets, whether  they  turn  to  the  right  or  to  the  left.  .Now, 
as  God  is  infinitely  wise,  ami  -upriun  K  «oud,  lie  will 
set  his  machines  upon  cluing  nothing  but  what,  upon 
the  whole,  is  wisest  and  best.  Hence  it  appears,  that 
if  the  doctrine  of  absolute  decrees,  which  i.s  the  funda- 
mental principle  of  Calvinism,  is  true,  whatever  tin  we 
commit,  we  only  fulfil  the  absolute  will  of  God,  aud  do 
that  which,  upon  the  whole,  is  wisest  and  best ;  and 
therefore  that  you  have  not  unadvisedly  pleaded  for 
Baal,  but  rationally  spoken  for  God,  when  you  have 
told  us,  what  great  advantages  result  from  the  com- 
mission of  the  greatest  crimes.  In  doing  this  strange 
work,  then,  you  have  acted  only  a*  a  consistent  pre- 
destiuariau  ;  aud  though  some  thoughtless  Calvinists 
may,  yet  none  that  aic  judicious  will  bhinic  you,  for 
having  spoken  agreeably  to  the  leading  priitpipla  of 
"  the  doctrines  of  grace." 

I  have  otMurved,  that  speculative  Anduomiauism,  or 
barefaced  Calvinism,  stalks  along  upon  the  doctrine  of 
iinisheil  salvaiiuri,  and  finished  damnation,  which  we 
may  consider  us  the  two  feet  of  your  great  Diana;  and 
the  preceding  Creed,  which  is  drawn  up  for  an  elect, 
uncovers  only  her  handsome  foot,  finished  salvation. 
To  do  my  subject  justice,  I  should  now  make  an  open 
show  of  her  cloven  foot,  by  giving  the  world  the  creed 
of  a  reprobate,  according  to  the  dreadful  doctrine  of 
fluiihed.  damnation.  But  as  1  tlatter  myself,  that  my 
readers  are  already  as  tired  of  Calvinism  as  myself,  I 
think  it  needless  to  raise  their  dete>talii>u  of  it,  bj 
drawing  biFore  their  eyes  a  long  chain  of  blasphemous 
*—   capable  of  tanking  the   hair    of  theiv  bead?. 
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stand  up  with  horror.  I  shall,  therefore,  with  all  mist 
Calrinists,  draw  a  veil  over  the  hideous  sight,  and  con- 
elude  by  assuring  you,  few  people  more  heartily  wish 
you  delivered  from  speculative  Autinomianism,  and 
possessed  of  salvation  truly  finished  iu  glory,  than, 
Honoured  and  dear  Sir,  your  affectionate  and  obedient 
servant,  in  the  bonds  of  what  you  call  the  "  legalised 
gospel," 

JOHN  FLETCHER. 


To  Richard  Hill,  Esq. 


HON.    AND    DEAR    SIR, 

Having  endeavoured,  in  my  last,  to  convince  yon 
out  of  your  own  mouth,  that  undisguised  Calvinism, 
and  speculative  Antiiiumiauijiii,  eXLirily  coincide  ;  be- 
fore I  turn  from  you  to  face  your  brother,  1  beg  leare 
to  vindicate  good  works  from  an  aspersion,  which 
zealous  Calviuists  perpetually  raft  upoo  them  :  For 
as  practical  Aiiiiiioiniai'iMii  tk-sti-fiyf  ihr  fruits  of  right- 
eousness, as  n  wild  boar  does  the  fruit  of  the  vine; 
so  speculative  AntiiiouiiariUiii  ln'«  prink  ].■*  tltem  with 
filth,  as  an  u ii dean  bird  does  the  produce  of  oar  or- 

H'  ''at  you  charge  me,  (Review,  p.  fi9,) 

wi  T,"  for  insinuating  that    our  free- 

p  □    not    "  raise   the  superstructure 

I  P.  41,  as    if   you  wanted   to  de- 

of   my  "  vile  s\am\uv,"  ■jOttsa.i, 


"  Though  we  render  the  word*  xaXa  <P7«,  '  good 
worts,"  yet  the  exact  translation  is,  'ornamental 
works;'  and  truly,  when  brought  to  the  strictness  of 
the  law,  they  do  not  deserve  the  mmr  of '  good.-  But 
however  grating  the  espresaiou  niny  sound,  to  those 
who  hope  to  gahl  a  second  justification  by  their  works, 
yet  we  have  scriptnre  authority  to  call  them  dung, 
dross,  and  filthy  rags." 

Now,  Sir,  if  scripture  authorises  us  to  call  them 
thus,  they  are  undoubtedly  very  useless,  loathsome, 
and  abominable;  and  the  Minutes,  which  highly  re- 
rnmmeud  them,  are  certainly  dreadfully  heretical.  I 
must  then  lose  all  my  controversial  labour,  or  once 
more  take  up  the  shield  of  truth,  and  quench  this 
fiery  (should  1  not  say,  this  "  filthy")  dart,  which  you 
have  thrown  at  St.  Jamea'a  vndefiied  religion  :  I  be- 
gin with  your  criticism. 

I.  "Though  we  render  the  words  koAb  tf-ya,  good 
works,  yet  the  exact  liansliitinn  h,  urimruviital  works." 
I  apprehend,  Sir,  yon  ;m:  mistaken  :  The  Greek  word 
iroAoi  exactly  answers  to  the  Hebrew  (Tib)  which  con- 
veys the  joint  ideas  of  goodnest  and  htautij.  Before 
there  waa  any  "  filthy  rag"  in  the  world,  '  God  saw 
every  thing  that  he  had  made  ;  and  behold  it  wn 
(■mono)  very  good,'  which  the  Scptuagint  very  ex. 
actly  rendersi  koKo.  hum.  Fully  to  overthrow  your  cri- 
ticism, I  need  only  to  observe,  that  good  works  ore 
railed  good,  with  the  very  same  word,  by  which  the 
gaodneti  of  the  law,  and  the  e.rceilenci'  of  the  lawgiver 
are  expressed  :  For  St.  Paul,  speaking  of  the  law, 
(Itom.  vii.  16,)  says,  that  it  is  koAoj,  "  good;"  And  our 
Lord,  speakiug  of  himself,  says, '  I  am  a  wuuw  o  koAoj, 
the  good  shepherd.'  Now,  Sir,  ah  you  are  too  pious 
to  infer  from  the  word  «aAor,  that  neither  the  law  nor 
Christ  "  deserved  to  be  called  gvurt ;"  i  hope  yon  will 
be  candid  enough  to  give  up  your  similar  inference 
concerning  good  works. 

Inconsistency  la  the  badge  of  error.    You  give  W 
I  mistake  not,  x  proof  of  it,    by  telling   I 
krextb,  that  "good  ivorfcs  do   not  tlesen 
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at  good,"  bat  that  of  "  ornamental.-"  and  with  the 
next,  thai  foipture  aut.hori.scs  us  tu  call  them,  "  dung, 
dross,  and  filth)'  rags."  Are  then,  limi^,  dross,  and 
filthy  rugs,  ornamental  things?  or  did  you  try  to  render 
Geneva  criticism  lis  f anions  as  Geneva  logic  !     But,     '  i 

II.  You  have  recourse  to  divinity  as  well  as  to  criti- 
cism :  For  you  say,  "  When  good  works  are  brought 
to  the  strictness  of  the  law,  they  do  not  deserve  the 
name  of  good."  [answer:  If  our  Lord  himself  called 
them  food,  i I  does  not  become  us  to  insinuate  that  in 
so  doing  he  passed  a  wrong  judgment,  and  conn 
arced  "  proml  justiciars"  in  their  legal  error.  With 
reaped  to  the  "  strictness  of  the  "law,"  which  you  si 
frequently  urge,  your  frightful  notions  about  it  canno 
(hive  us  into  Antinominni-iii  ;  because  we  (iiink  that 
Christ  and  St.  Paul  were  better  acquainted  with  the 
law  than  Calvin  and  yourself.  If  '  all  the  law  and 
the  prophets  hung  on  the  grand  commandment  of 
love,'  as  our  Lord  informs  us  ;  aud  if  '  he  that  loveth 
another  hath  fulfilled  the  law,' as  the  apnstle  declares  j 
we  see  no  reason  to  believe,  (lint  the  lnw  condemns  an 
"dting,"  the  labour  of  that  love  by  which  it  is  fulfilled  ; 
and  rejects,  as  "filthy  rags,"  works  which  Christ 
himself  promises  iu  down  with  eieni.'il  rewards.  You 
probably  reply : 

III.  "  Many  Pharisees  go  tu  church  without  devo- 
tion, and  many  iuriiirai'iv:!  ^ivi:  alms  without  charity, 
fain-ting  that  such  e,i>o<!  works  malif  amends  for  their 
sine,  and  merit  heaven."  Good  norkt,  do  you  call 
them  ?  The  scriptures  never  gave  them  that  honour- 
able name.  They  are  the  hypocritical  righteousness 
of  unbelief,  and  not  '  works  meet  for  rcpeutauce,'  01 
'  the  fruits  of  the  righteousness  of  faith.'  Treat  then 
as  yon  pleas;1,  but  .■  pare  imot!  n-orht.  It  is  as  imjus 
asperse  good  works  on  their  account,  as  to  hang  the 
lioucst  men  who  duly  carry  on  the  king's  coinage  at  the 
mint,  because  the  villains  who  counterfeit  his  majesty's 
coin  evidently  deserve  the  gallows. 

JV.  Should   juu   object  that  "  the  best  works  hare 
/J.nrs,    UciBislit-s,    and   imperfections  ■,    and  \WreS«re 
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may  properly  be  called  (lung,  dma,  and  filthy  taga  :" 
!  deny  the  consequence.  The  beat  guineas  may  Iihvc 
their  flaws  :  Nay,  some  dust  or  dirt  may  accidentally 
cleave  to  tliem  ;  but  (his  dues  not  turn  them  into  dross- 
Ai  therefore  a  good  guinea  is  gold,  and  not  dross, 
though  it  has  some  accidental  blemishes  i  So,  God 
bimwlf  being  judge,  a  good  work  is  a  guoii  wnrk,  and 
not  a  filthy  rag,  though  it  is  not  free  from  all  imper- 
fections. 

V.  Not  so,  do  you  say  !  "  We  have  scriptnrc 
minority  to  call  good  mrKsjBMf  ragi."  You  build, 
it  seems,  your  mistakes  upon  Isaiah  Ix'n .  fi,  •  All  our 
righteousnesses  arc  as  filthy  rags  :'  A  passage  whirh, 
upon  mature  consideration,  I  beg  leave  to  rescue  from 
lie  hands  «f  theCalviuists.  The  Jews  were  extremely 
corrupted  in  the  days  of  Isaiah :  Hence  he  open*  his 
prophecy  by  calling  the  rich,  '  Ye  rulers  of  Sodom,' 
md  the  poor,  '  Ye  peopla  of  Gomorrah.'  And  what 
lays  he  to  them  ?  *  How  is  the  faithful  city  become  a 
harlot !  Righteousness  lodged  In  it,  hut  now  mur- 
derers!" Yet  these  murderers  hypocritically  went  ou 
keeping  their  sabbaths  and  neiv  moons.  They  '  fasted,' 
tint  it  was  '  for  strife,'  and  '  to  smite  with  the  fist  of 
.viikiilniss.'  They  '  made  many  prayers,'  and  offered 
multitudes  of  sacrifices,  but  '  their  hands  were  full  of 
blood.'  Nor  did  they  consider,  that  he,  who,  under 
tlie.it  ciirtinislauct'?,  '  ml'.i  i  tires  an  ox,  is  as  if  he  slew 


This  corruption  of  the  Jews,  though  general,  was 
not  universal  ■  For  the  Lord  of  hosts  dad  left  to  them 
a  remnant,  though  very  small.  Noiv  Isaiah,  one  of 
that  very  little  flock,  being  humbled  M  the  sight  of  the 
general  wickedness  of  his  people,  confesses  it  in  the 
first  person  (wc)  as  ministers  always  do  on  such  occa- 
sions ;  and  he  uses  the  word  all,  because  the  small 
remnant  of  the  righteous  was  as  lost  in  the  multitude 
of  the  wicked.  The  verse,  taken  in  connection -with 
the  context,  runs  thus :  '  Thou  meetest  him  that 
rejoice  th,   and  werketh  righteouaueM,   those  that  re- 

Etbee  in  thy  wars.'    But,  alas  ?  we  ate  tic,\ 


the  people.  '  Behold,  thou  art  wroth,  for  we  have  jin- 
ued.  We  are  all  as  mi  andean  thing,  anil  all  our 
righteousnesses  are  as  filthy  rags.'  Therefore,  instead 
of  meeting  us,  as  than  dost  the  righteous,  then  hast  hid 
thy  faec  from  us,  and  hast  consumed  us  because  of  our 
iniquities.  '  We  all  do  fade  as  a  leaf;  and  our  iniqui- 
ties, like  the  wind,  have  taken  us  away  :'  So  far  ore 
we  from  resembling  the  righteous,  who  '  are  like  > 
tree  planted  by  the  water-side,  whose  leaf  does  not 
wither."  Who  does  not  see,  that  the  prophet  here 
opposes  the  happiness  of  the  righteous  to  the  misery 
of  the  wicked  ?  And  that  it  is  the  hypocritical  righte- 
ousness of  the  ungodly,  and  not  the  previous  obe- 
dience of  believers,  which  he  compares  to  filthy 
rags? 

VI.  However,  "  We  have  scripture  authority  to 
call  good  works  dross."  Your  mind,  I  suppose,  run* 
upou  Isaiah  i.  22,  25,  where  God  expostulates  with  the 
obstinate  Jews,  by  saying,  '  Thy  silver  is  become 
dross,'  thy  righteousness  is  all  hypocrisy :  Vet,  if  thou 
retnrnest,  '  1  will  purge  away  thy  dross,'  I  will  make 
thee  truly  righteous.  Is  it  not  evident,  that  it  is  hypo- 
crisy, and  bad  works,  not  gund  works,  which  God 
here  calls  dross?  Will  lie,  think  yon,  purge  away 
good  works  from  his  people  ?  Is  it  not  enough,  that 
armies  of  Autinomiins  do  the  devil  that  service  ?  Must 
we  also  suppiist\  that  God  promises  to  be  his  drudge  ? 

VTI.  But,  "  We  have  scripture  authority  to  call  good 
works  dnn?-"  Not  at  all:  For  the  two  passages  you 
probably  think  of,  are  against  you.  In  the  first,  God 
speaks  tu  the  disobedient  Jews,  and  says,  '  If  ye  will 
not  hear,  and  Rive  glory  unto  my  name,  I  will  send  a 
cur.<e  upon  you :  Yea,  I  have  cursed  your  blessingi 
already.  Behold,  I  will  spread  upon  your  faces  the 
duunof  your  solemn  feasts.'  (Mai.  ii.  2,3.)  Now,  Sir, 
who  does  not  see  by  the  contest,  that  festivals  kept  by 
cursed  hypocrites  are  called  dung,  and  not  the  solemn 
worship  performed  by  penitent  believers  ! 

H  von  quote  1>M1.  iii.  8,  it  will  he  to  as  little 
purpose.      Do  yon   lightly  understand  that,  wi&sa%e  i 


:  I  count  all  things  but  Ions,  for  the  excellency  of  the 
knowledge  of  Christ,  for  whom  1  have  suffered  the 
bM  of  all  lii in zs,  and  do  count  ihem  but  dun*,  that  I 
mjy  win  Christ,  and  he  found  in  hiui,  not  having  mine 
ova  righteousness,  which  it  of  the  Uw,  but  that  which 
is  through  the  faith  of  Christ.'  You  know,  Sir,  that 
the  apostle  once  made  far  too  much  of  his  privilege*  as 
a  Jew,  his  morals  as  an  honest  man,  and  his  obser- 
vance of  the  law  M  ;i  strict  disciple  of  Moses.  And 
you  remember,  that  when  he  wrapped  himself  up  in 
that  kind  of  external  rigfcwouiiwss,  his  heart  bi  eathed 
nothing  but  ton  tempt,  towards  Christ,  and  slaughter 
against  his  people  :  What  wonder  ia  it  that  he  should 
count  such  a  righteousutss,  together  with  all  earthly, 
perishing  things,  loss,  and  dung,  for  Christ  ?  Who 
does  not  see,  that  it  was  not  the  precious  riirhicou.iness 
of  faith,  which  consists  in  pardon,  acceptance,  and 
power  to  do  good  works  ;  but  the  jmllry  righteousness 
of  an  unbeliever,  a  blasphemer,  a  murderer  ? 

Should  yon  say,  that  alitu  the  apostle  declares,  'he 
cnuDts  all  things  but  dung,  that  he  may  he  found  In 
Christ,'  he  certnhily  includes  good  worts,  and  counts 
them  dung  ;  I  reply  :  Vou  have  as  good  rcasoit  to  say, 
that  he  certainly  includes  repentance,  faith,  obedience, 
grace,  and  glory,  and  counts  them  dung  also  ! 

Some  gentlemen  in  vile  yuu  In  i;o  a  limiting,  or  play 
at  cards,  to  keep  you  from  the  sessions  ;  and  yon 
answer,  "  I  am  determined  to  do  my  duty.  Once 
your  sports  were  Bain  to  me,  but  now  I  count  them  hut 
loss  of  time  :  Yea,  doubtless,  I  count  all  thing*,  that 
JWnd  in  competition  with  my  office,  vile  and  contemp- 
tible aB  dung  :  They  no  more  iciupt  me  to  pursue  them, 
than  yonder  dunghill  tempts  me  to  lake  my  rest ;  I  am 
ready  to  trample  upon  them  as  filthy  dust,  rather  than 
not  to  be  found  upon  the  bench  doing  my  duty  as  a 
magistrate  :  Not  according  to  my  own  former  mistaken 
notions  of  justice,  but  according  to  the  equitable  laws 
of  my  country." 

Now,  Sir,  should  I  not  fery  much    wrong  you,  \i  \ 

Cd  from  jour  very  generous  answer  that  700.  ca& 
I     I 


doing  justice  dung?  Aud  do  you  not  greatly  wrong 
St.  Paul,  wheu,  upon  ji  pretence  equally  frivolous,  yon 
insinuate,  tlmt  he  gave  to  (rood  works  such  an  injurious 
name  ?  That  he  called  the  will  of  God,  done  in  faith 
hy  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  dung: 

Again,  when  the  apostle  prayed  to  '  be   found  In 
Christ,  not  having  hit  own  Pharisaic  righteousi 
which  was  of  the  tetterbfUu;  law,  but  the  righteous- 
it  evident,  tl 


o  be  found  to  the 
,'  by  faith  ? 
p  of  the  root 


which  is  of  God  by  faith  ;' 
(beside  the  desire  of  being  pardon 
through  faith  in  Christ)  he  wished  t< 
last, a  branch,  grafted  *  in  the  trae  vi 
living  branch,  filled  with  the  rigbteoi 
that  bore  him  ?  A  branch  made  froitful  by  the  prin- 
ciple of  ail  acceptable  righteousness,  which  is  '  Chrlnt 
inns,  the  hope  of  glory  ?'  And,  to  Use  his  own  wordf 
in  this  very  epistle,  a  branch  '  filled  with  the  fruits  of 
righteousness,  which  are  by  Jesus  Christ  to  the  glory 
of  God  r  (Phil.  i.  U,  compared  with  ch.  Hi.  9.) 

Let  men  of  reason  and  religion  ;ay,  if  this  sense  fo 
not  more  agreeable  to  the  letter  of  scripture  in  g( 
and  the  apostle's  words  in  particular,  than  the  fantastic 
imputation  of  righteousness,  which  Calvinisti  bniW 
upon  them  i  An  imputation  this,  which  constitutes 
man  righteous,  while  lie  commits  adultery,  murder,  t 
incest.  Is  it  not  deplorable,  that  such  an  nnscriptural 
and  unnatural  idea  should  ever  have  entered  the  in" 
of  pious  men  ?  Especially  when  St.  John  says,  '  Little 
children,  let  uo  man  deceive  you  i  He  that  does 
righteousness,'  and  not  barely  he  for  whom  Christ 
hath  Join:  rU'hteousness,  '  is  righteous  ?' 
lamentable,  that  good  men,  influenced  by  prejudice, 
should  be  able  to  persuade  thousands,  that  St.  John 
meant,  "  Let  not  Mr.  Wesley  deceive  you  ;  he  that 
actaally  liveth  with  another  man's  wife,  worship* 
abominable  idols,  aud  commits  incest  with  his  father's 
wife,  may  nut  only  be  righteous,  but  complete  in  im- 
puted righteousness ;— in  a  righteousuess  which  ex- 
not  only  the  righteousness  of  the  Pharisees,  but 
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— 'God  make  you  to  abound  in  every  good  work,' 
i.e.  iu  every  sort  of  dung  and  dross.— 'We  are  created 
in  Christ  Jeatia  to  good  works,'  i.e.,  to  filthy  rags, 
'  which  God  hath  prepared  for  us  to  walk  in — Walk 
worthy  of  the  Lord,  being  fruitful  in  every  good  work,' 
i.  e.,  in  every  filthy  rag. — '  God  establish  yon  in  every 
good  work,'  i.e.,  in  dung  of  every  sort.—'  Provoke  one 
another  to  love  and  go^d  works,*  i.e.,  to  dross  and 
rags..—'  lie  zealous  of  pood  works,'  i.  e.,  of  filthy  rags. 
— 'Be  rich  in  good  works,'  i.e.,  in  dross. — 'Be  careful 
10  maintain  good  works.'  i.  e.,  dung. — 'Let  die  Gentiles 
by  your  good  works,'  i.e.,  your  dung,  'which  they 
shall  behold,  glorify  God  in  the  day  of  visitation.— Be 
thoroughly  furnished  to  every  good  work:  He  perfect 
in  every  good  work,'  i.  e.,  in  dung  iind  dross  of  every 
kind.—'  Blessed  are  they  that  die  in  the  Lord,  for 
their  works,'  i.  c.,  their  dnng  and  rag?,  *  follow  ther. 
■ — God  is  not  unrighteous,  to  forget  your  work,'  i.  e 
yonr  dung,  '  that  procccdeth  of  love— The  Gentile* 
should  do  works,'  i.  e.,  dung,  '  meet  for  repentance. 
Esteem  ministers  highly  in  love  for  their  work's, 
[i.  c.  their  dung's,]  sake.— If  he  hare  not  works,'  i.  e., 
dnng,  '  tan  faith  save  him  ?— Faith  without  works," 
i.e.,  withont  filthy  rags,  'is  dead.— By  works,'  i.e., 
dung,  '  was  Abraham's  faith  made  perfect. — He  and 
Rahab  were  justified  by  works,' by  filthy  rags.—' He 
that  believetb  in  me,  the  works  that  1  do  shall  he  do 
also,  and  greater  works  than  these,'  i.  e.,  filthier  rag), 
and  more  ornamental  dung,  '  shall  he  do. — This  is  the 
work,'  i.  c,  the  dung,  '  of  God,  that  yon  betieve,'  &e. 
Indeed,  Sir,  I  am  almost  ashamed  to  take  up  the 
"filthy  rag"  of  this  had  divinity,  though  it  is  only  with 
the  point  of  my  pen,  to  hold  it  out  a  moment  to  public 
view,  that  the  world  may  be  sick  of  barefaced  Anti- 
nom'mnism.  I  (hop  it  acain  into  the  sink  of  defiled 
religion, out  of  which  Dr.  Crisp  raked  it;  and  he  g  for 
the  honour  of  Christ  and  your  own,  that  you  will  no 
more  recommend  it  as  pure  gospel. 
And  cow,  dear  Sir,  permit  me  to  expostulate  a  i 
metit   with  you.     Against   whom  have  you  cmy^irjei 


Tonr  pen,  when  yon  hate  taught  the  world  to  call  good 
works,  dung,  dross,  and  filthy  rags  ■  pretending  to  have 
authority  from  the  scripture  thus  to  revile  the  best 
thing  under  heaven  7  1^  it  only  acainst  the  "proud 
juiiieiars  ?"  Is  it  not  also  iudirecily,  though  I  am 
peranaded  undesignedly,  against  the  adorable  'IVinity  ? 
Has  not  the  Father  '  created  us  to  good  works  ?'  Did 
not  the  Son  '  redeem  os,  that  we  might  he  a  people 
jealous  of  good  works  !'  Ami  does  not  the  Holy  Ghost 
unctify  us,  that  "all  oar  works  being  begun,  con- 
tained, and  ended  in  him,  we  may  glorttj  God's  holy 
Mine,"  and  cause  it  to  be  glorified  by  all  around  us  ? 

What  harm  did  good  works  ever  do  yon,  or  anyone, 
llat  von  should  decry  them  in  so  public  a  manner  as 
ion  have  done  ?  Did  you  ever  duly  consider  their 
nature  and  excellence  ?  Or  have  you  condemned  them 
in  a  hurry,  without  so  much  as  casting  an  attentive 
look  upon  them  ?  Permit  me  to  brine  (hem  to  yon,  a» 
Cod  brought  the  beasts  of  the  field  to  Adam,  that  he 
might  give  tli'.'m  names  atcoriliiig  u>  their  nature  ;  and 
tell  me  which  of  them  vim  will  call  dung,  which  dross, 
ind  which  filthy  rags  ? 

First,  then,  what  objection  have  you  against  the  good 
nrrkf  of  the  heart  ?  Airaiust  the  awaking  out  of  din, 
teaming  lo  God,  repenting,  offering  the  sacrifice  of  a 
ontrilr  spirit,  ami  bettering  unto  righteousness?  What 
ibjection  against  trusting  hi  the  Lord  Jehovah,  in  whom 
i  ererlastiag  strength  ?  crsting  the  anchor  of  our  hope 
i-ithiii  tlic  veil?  luving  God  for  himself,  and  all  man- 
tod  for  God's  safce?  Do  you  see  any  of  these  good 
rorks  of  the  heart,  that  look  like  a  "  filthy  rag?" 

No  sooner  ia  the  '  inward  man  of  the  heart'  truly 
ugaged  in  any  one  of  the  preceding  works,  than  the 
it  ward  man  is  all  in  million.  The  candle  of  the  Lord 
mot  lighted  in  the  sou!  to  be  '  pat  under  a  bushel,' 
ad  extinguished  ;  bat  lo  be  set  as  '  on  the  candlestick' 
<lhe  body,  '  that  it  may  give  light  to  all'  aroaud,  and 
tat  men  'seeing  our  light,  way  glorify  ovr  heavenly 

KHcmv  nriw  serctal  classes  of' external  eouu 


Consider  che  man  of  God  as  lie  is  clothed  with  aco 
ruptible  body,  which  must  be  nourished  without  being 
pampered.  He  '  keeps  it  under'  by  moderate  fasting  or 
abstinence.  He  '  daily  denies  himself,  and  takes  up  hit 
cross.'  He  works  with  elite  mil  dili-zcnce.  He  eatt 
drink*,  or  sleeps,  'with  gladness  and  singleness  ( 
heart ;'  and  if  he  is  tiek,  he  bears  his  pain  with  joyfu 
resignation,  doing,  or  suffering  '  ail  to  the  glory  o 
God,' in  the  spirit  of  sacrifice,  and  *  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord  Jesus.' 

View  hitu  in  his  family.  Not  satisfied  with  mentl 
prayer,  he  bends  the  knee  '  to  his  Father  who  sees  i 
secret ;'  and  not  contented  with  private  devotions,  b 
reads  to  his  assembled  household  select  portions  € 
God's  word,  and  solemnly  worships  him  with  them  'in 
spirit  and  in  truth.'  Nor  does  he  think,  that  doing  bi 
duty  towards  God  excuses  him  from  fulfilling  it  toward 
his  neighbour.  Just  the  reverse.  Because  his  soul  i 
all  reference  to  his  heavenly  Father,  it  is  all  respect  to 
bis  earthly  parents.  Because  he  ardently  loves  the 
Bridegroom  of  souls,  he  feels  the  warmest  regard  for 
his  wife,  he  bears  the  teuderest  and  yet  the  most  ra 
(tonal  affection  to  his  children.  Nor  is  he  less  desirom 
that  his  servants  should  serve  God  and  '  work  on 
salvation,'  than  he  is  that  they  should  serve  hii 
do  his  work.  Hence  arise  his  familiar  instruction* 
mild  reproofs,  earnest  entreaties,  encouraging  exhor 
tatious.  His  strict  honesty  and  meekness  of  wisdom 
his  moderation  and  love  of  peace,  are  known  to  i 
around  him  ;  and  cvui  those  who  despise  his  piety,  i 
forced  to  speak  well  of  his  morals. 

Behold  his  works  as  a  member  of  society  in  genera  . 
In  his  little  sphere  of  action  he  makes  his  star  '  t< 
upon  the  just  and  the  nujnst,'  his  charity  is  universal . 
To  the  utmost  of  his  ability  he  opposes  vice,  couule 
nances  virtue,  promotes  industry,  and  patronises  de 
spised  piety.  Humble  faith  kindles  him  into  '  a  burn 
ing  and  shining  light;'  he  is  a  minister  of  the  God  o 
•11  mercies,  he  is  a  naming  file.     He  feeds  Christ  i 
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fry,  gi?es  him  drink  in  the  thirsty,  clothe  him 
afcad,  enlettaiiis  him  la strangers,  attend*  *ba 
I.  i$t$  Jrisa  to  prison*,  and  comfort*  bfo  In 
afnurfaje^ndiefe  aVa  fftt%ar»aMaliad 

.of  dsapn^,,  or^here  too  sadly*  fonata 
*#M»*  |Utdip.jB>ir  dfing  Lord  withvthe  drasjs 
f«p4laf ,  sjsposj. ,.  Ho w  easily  docs  fct  ovefftaajK 
ndoeaa  of  hkKneigbbo>urs !  Horn  ntdttr**** 
re  injuries.],.  JHojr  qor4iiUJy.heaps  b*<oal**f 
fire  upon  the  .heikU  of  his  enemiea-1.  Ho* 
;,4oes  be  pcny  fcrall  bfa^ilaafeim  aaeVattae  • 

And  how  tarsfeiitly  desire  *  to  grow  Ui  graaV 
savoer  '  to  adorn'  store  and  more  •'-tto<dM» 
ikxlot^Saffoorin  all  things!'  :  ■■■  -.1. >. 
tar  him  a*  a  member  of  a-  refieion*  eocftatjt 
selJentyliowdlsW  art  Iris  worlvi  tfej*ssfec** 
da  up  tbc  hands  of  bit  jainjstay  ajftdbMs} 
e  burdens  ■  of  hi*  brethren*  He  wafcchea<o*er 
-  good,  '  rejoices  with  those  that  rejoice,'  arid 

with  those  that  mourn/    He  compassionately 

Uses  with  the  tempted,  impartially  reproves  sin, 

restores  the  fallen,  and  cheerfully  animates  the 

Like  undaunted  Caleb,   he  spirits  up  the 

and,  like  valiant  Joshua,  he  leads  them  to  the 
;  of  Canaan  ;  aud  goes  on  *  from  conquering 
er.' 

appose  he  '  went  on  even  unto  perfection,'  and 
3e  kingdom  of  heaven  by  violent'  faith,  and 

patient,  importunate  prayer ;  would  you  call 
thy  rag-man,  and  insinuate,  that  be  had  only 
ung-work  ?  O,  Sir,  if  you  can  so  publicly  call 
rks  dross,  dung,  and  filthy  rags ;  and  (what  is 
ill)  assert,  that  the  Holy  Ghost,  in  the  scrip* 
thorises  you  so  to  do ;  who  will  wonder  to  see 
resent  the  doctrine  of  Christian  Perfection 
icious  Popish  heresy,  which  turns  men  "  into 
•y  monsters  ?"  Would  you  be  consistent,  if 
not  rise  against  it  with  the  collected  might  of 
k  unchariteblencss,  and  barefaced  Antinoiman* 
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What  is,  after  all,  the  perfection  that  Mr.  We 
contends  for  ?  Nothing  but  two  good  works,  prod 
tive  of  ten  thousand  more  ;  or,  if  you  please, 
large  filthy  rags,  in  which  ten  thousand  other  fi: 
rags  are  wrapped  ;  that  is,  '  loi-iiig  God  with  all 
hearts,  and  our  neighbour  as  ourselves.'  It  is  notb 
hut '  perfect  love  shed  abroad  in  our  hearts  by  the  h 
Ghost  given  uuto  us,' making  us  -steadfast,  imni< 
We,  always  abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,"  alw 
'zealous  of  good  works,'  always  the  reverse  of  the  t 
elect,  who,  by  means,  of  Calvin's  contrivance,  are  ' 
fair  and  undefiled,' while  they  wallow  iu  the  adulter 
mire,  aud  the  murderer's  gore.  Or,  iu  other  ter 
it  is  nothing  but  Christ,  through  the  Holy  Spi 
*  dwelling  iu  our  hearts  by  faith,'  aud  making 
always  'zealous  of  good  works.'  Now,  if  good  wo 
are  dioss,  dung,  and  filthy  rags  ;  it  is  evident  that  p 
fectiou  is  a  rich  mine  of  dross  ;  a  heap  of  dung, 
immense  as  that  which  Hercuies  got  out  of  Augei 
stables  ;  and  a  vast  storehouse  of  filthy  rags,  spun 
"  proud    Justiciars,"    as.    cubwi'bs    avc    by    venomi 

In  tliis  wrong  view  of  Christian  Perfection,  I  nom 
wonder  to  sec  multitudes  of  •■aretes-  professors  agi 
like  Pilate  and  Herod,  to  destroy  it  out  of  the  earl 
nor  am  1  surprised  to  hear  even  good,  mistaken  peo 
cry  out,  "  Down  with  it !  Down  with  it!"  Whil 
complain  of  their  want  of  candour,  I  commend  tb 
well-meant  zeal,  and  wish  it  may  flame  out  agai 
objects  worthy  of  their  detestation  ;  against  perfect 
itself,  suppose  it  is  what  they  imagine.  Yes,  if  il  i 
ruine  of  "  dross,"  let  them  drown  it ;  I  give  my  ci 
neut ;  but  let  them  do  it  with  the  floods  of  scripti 
aud  argument.  If  it  is  a  dunghill  in  the  church, 
them  carry  it  out,  and  permit  even  the  swine,  wh 
come  '  from  wallowing  in  the  mire,'  to  shake  the 
selves  upou  it ;  I  will  not  say  it  is  improper.  If  it  i 
repository  of  filthy  rags,  more  infectious  than  th> 
)iicb  convey  the  jail  distemperor  the  plague;  letth- 
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agree  to  set  Are  to  it,  and  bora  it  down  to  the  ground  : 
fBat  let  them  do  it  with  *  Arc  from  the  altar,' and  not 
-with  *  tongnef  set  on  fire*  of  prejudice  or  malice. 

Bat  if  Christian  Perfection  it  (next  to  angelic  Per- 
fees**}  the  brightest  and  richest  jewel,  which  Christ 
jasrliaarrt  for  na  by  his  blood ;  if  it  b  the  internal  king- 
dam  of  God  ruling  over  all  |  if  it  is  Christ  yWfr  formed 
in  our  hearts,  the/*J?  nope  of  glory*  if  it  is  the  ralfil- 
ment  of  the  promise  of  the  Father,  that  is, '  the  Holy 
abas*  fife*  unto  as/  to  make  as  abound  in  righteous- 
•naat,  pence,  and  joy,  through  believing ;'  and  in  a  word, 
M  it  la  the  Shekinab,  filling  the  Lord's  human  temples 
withfjory;  is  it  right,  Sir,  to  despise  it  as  some  do,  or 
to  expose  it  as  yon  hare  so  frequently  done  ? 

•  Sbowld  yon  apologise  for  your  conduct,  by  saying, 
,*•  I  have  only- treated  youb  perfectioa  as  you  have 
treated  oca  finished  salvation,  and  our  imputed  righte- 
oasneas :''  I  reply:  The  case  is  widely  different.  I 
hope  I  have  made  it  appear,  that  you  have  not  one 
tingle  text  in  all  the  Bible,  to  prove  that  a  bloody 
adulterer  (in  flagrante  delicto)  stands  complete  in  im- 
puted righteousness ;  or  that  the  salvation  of  idolatrous 
and  incestuous  apostates,  who  now  work  out  their 
damnation  with  both  hands,  is  actually  finished,  in  the 
mil  extent  of  the  expression.  The  whole  stream  of 
God's  word  runs  couuter  to  these  "Antiuomian  do- 
tages." Nor  are  they  less  repugnant  to  conscience  and 
common  sense,  than  to  the  law  and  the  prophets.  But 
yon  cannot  find  one  word,  in  all  the  scriptures,  against 
die  pure  love  of  God  and  our  neighbour,  against  perfect 
Jove,  which  is  all  the  perfection  we  encourage  believers 
to  press  after.  The  law  and  the  gospel,  the  Old  and 
die  New  Testament,  are  equally  for  it.    All  who  are 

*  filled  with  the  Spirit,'  sweetly  experience  it.    An 
'  Heathen,  that  fears  God  and  regards  man,  cannot  speak 

evil  of  it,  but  through  misapprehension.    And  even 

while,  through  the  amazing  force  of  prejudice,  you 

.write  against  it  with  so  much  severity,  it  recommends 

'itself  to  your  own  reason,  and  conscience.    Are  vow 
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not  then,  dear  Sir,  under  a  mistake,  when  you  think, 
yon  may  take  the  same  liberty  with  God's  MntnntlWc 
truth,  which  I  have  taken  wilh  Dr.  Crisp's  indefensible 

Permit  me  to  state  the  case  more  fully  still.  Mr. 
Wesley  criea  to  believers  :  "  It  is  your  privilege,  so  to 
believe  in  Christ,  and  receive  the  Spirit,  as  to  '  love 
God  with  all  your  hearts,  and  your  neighbours  as  your- 
selves.' "  And  you  say  to  them  :  "  Mr.  Wesley  la 
blinder  than  a  Papist,  regard  not  his  heretical  words. 
Your  salvation  is  finished.  Whatever  lengths  yon  go  ill 
ain,  you  are  H3  sure  of  heaven  as  if  you  were  already 
there.  It  is  ymir  prii  iktn; '"  toniuiii  mliiltery,  murder, 
and  incest,  not  only  without  tearing  that  the  Lord  will 
be  displeased  with  you ;  but  conscious  that,  black  as 
ye  are  in  yoiirH'lvi;.-.  I>y  the  lu-mai  cummission  of  these 
crimes,  through  Clsrint's  comeliness  put  upon  yon,  God 
can  address  each  of  you  with,  '  Thou  art  all  fair,  my 
love,  my  undefilcd,  there  is  no  spot  in  thee  !"  (Fine 
Letters,  p.  28.)  Now  Sir,  are  you  not  a  partial  judge, 
when,  by  way  of  retaliation,  you  serve  the  holy  doctrine 
maintained  by  Mr.  Wesley,  as  i  have  served  the  unholy 
tenet  propagated  by  Calvin  and  yourself? 

Tbtak  yon  really,  that  because  a  judge,  after  a  fair 
trial, justly  coiiJunins  ;i  notorious  robber  to  be  hanged  ; 
another  judge,  to  retaliate,  has  a  right  to  quarter  a  good 
man,  after  a  mock  trial,  or  rather,  without  any  trial 
at  all  ?  And  do  you  suppose,  that  because  Jehu  de- 
servedly made  '  the  house  of  Uaal  a  draught-honse  j" 
or  because  Jnsiah  burned  dead  men's  bones  npon  the 
unhallowed  '  altar  in  Bethel,'  to  render  it  detestable 
to  idolaters  ;  Antinchus  had  a  right  to  turn  the  temple 
of  the  Lord  into  a  stye,  and  to  pollute  '  the  altar  of 
Incense,'  by  burning  "dnng  and  filthy  rags"  upon  it, 
that  true  worshippers  might  abominate  the  ottering  of 
the  Lord,  and  loathe  the  holy  of  holies  ?  Thus,  bow- 
ever,  have  you  (inadvertently,  I  hope,!  treated  Good 
Works  and  Cbristiau  Perfection,  which  are  ten  thou- 
sand times  more  ucred  and  precious  in  the  light  of 
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God  than  tbo  holy,  and  the  moot  holy-place  in  the 
tapple  of  Jerusalem. 

.  And  now,  dear  8|r»  please  to  look  a*  the  preceding 

BaV*f  the  good  wonts,  which  adoni  the  Christian's 

or  blazon  his  thtoug  character ;  and  tell  us,  if 

i*  one,  which,  upon  aoeond  thoughts,  you  object 

a*,  a.  nuisance:    One,  which  yon  would  put 

like  "  dross :"    One,  which  yon  «wonld  have 

sujritd  oat  of  hit  apartment  at  "dung,"  or  remore 

tmmtiiitam  breast  as  a  "  filthy  rag." 

sfctfclnH  I  hear  yon  answer,  "  Not  one :  May  they 
tflafeOBpd  store  and  more  in  my  beset  and  life,  and 
tMte**»rt»  and  lire*  of atttiod'a  people !"  Methinks 
Oat  all  the  church  miHtantand  triumphant,  cry  out, 
5"  A  divine  powet  accompanies  their  general 
The  veil  o)f  prejudice  begins  to  rend. 
Year  honest  heart  relents.  Yon  acknowledge  that 
Oslslnirai  has  deceived  yon.  Yon  retract  your  un- 
guarded  expressions.  The  Spirit  of  holiness,  whom 
'  yon  have  grieved,  returns,  The  heayeuly  light  shines. 
The  Antinomian  charm  is  broken.  "  Dross"  is  turned 
into  fine  gold;  "dung"  into  savoury  meat,  which  every 
believer  loveth  next  to  the  bread  of  life ;  and"  filthy  rags," 
into  the  '  linen,  fine  and  white,  which  is  the  righteous- 
ness of  the  saints,  and  the  robe  made  white  in  the  blood 
of  the  Lamb.'  Far  from  pouring  contempt,  through 
voluntary  humility,  upon  this  precious  garment,  you 
give  praise  to  God,  and  in  humble  triumph  put  it  on 
together  with  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

In  that  glorious  dress  you  *  walk  with  Christ  in 
white,'  and  in  love  with  Mr.  Wesley.  Paris,  and  the 
convent  of  Benedictine  monks,  disappear.  The  '  New 
Jerusalem/  and  *  the  Tabernacle  of  God,  come  down 
from  heaven.  Leaving  the  things  that  are  behind, 
you  solemnly  hasten  unto  the  day  of  the  Lord.  Follow- 
ing peace  with  all  men,  and  holiness,  without  which 
no  man  shall  see  the  Lord,  you  daily  perfect  it  in  the 
fear  of  God.'  You  feel  the  amazing  difference  there, 
is  between  a  real  and  an  imaginary  imputation  of 
righteousness.     You  tear  away,  with  honest  indigna- 
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tion,  the  pillow  of  finished  salvation  from  under  the 
head  of  Laodicean  backslider.-,  who  sleep  In  sin 
of  bloody  murderers,  who  defile  their  neighbour 
Vou  set  fire  to  the  fatal  cauopy,  under  which  you  have 
inadvertently  taught  them  to  fancy,  that  the  holy  and 
righteous  God  calls  them,  '  My  love,  ruy  uudefiled !' 
even  while  ihey  wallow  in  the  poisonou?  mire  of  the 
uin.it  atrocious  wickedness.  Arid  to  undo  the  harm 
you  have  done,  or  remove  the  offence  you  have  given 
by  your  letters,  you  show  yourself  reconciled  t 
James's  pure  religion;  you  openly  give  Mr.  Wesley 
the  right  hand  of  fellowship,  and  gladly  lit" 
provoke'  believers  to  uninterrupted  '  love  and  good 
works,'  that  is,  to  Christian  Perfection. 

Such  is  the  delightful  inspect  which  my  imagination 
discovers  through  the  clouds  of  our  controversy  ; 
Each  ate  the  pleas  ingjiopes,  that  hotuetiiues  soothe  my 
polemical  toil,  and  even  now  make  me  suhscrihe  my- 
self, with  an  additional  pleasure,  Honoured  and  dear 
Sir,  your  affectionate  brother  and  obedient  s< 
the  bonds  of  a  pure  gospel, 

JOHN  FLETCHER. 
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LETTER  IX. 
To  Mr.  Bomhmd  HUL 


nub  me, 


Your  uncommon  zeal  for  God,  so  far  m  it  it 
gained  by  knowledge,  entitling  yon  to  the  peculiar  lore 
a*i  reference  of  all  that  fear  the  Lord;  I  should  be 
rating  In  respect  to  yon,  if  I  took  no  notice  of  the 
anraments  with  which  yon  are  come  from  Cambridge 
to  the  help  of  your  pious  brother.  In  the  Friendly 
Bmmri*  that  yon  hare  directed  to  me,  yon  say  with 
great  truth,  (p.  31,)  "  the  principal  cause  of  contro- 
versy among  us,  is  the  doctrine  of  a  second  justification 
by  works.  Thus  much  you  indicate  throughout,  that 
a  man  is  justified  before  the  bar  of  God  a  second  time, 
by  his  own  good  works." 

So  I  do,  dear  Sir ;  and  I  wonder  how  any  Christian 
can  deny  it,  when  Christ  himself  declares,  *  In  the  day 
of  judgment,  by  thy  words  shalt  thou  be  justified,'  &c. 
Had  he  said,  "  By  my  words  imputed  to  thee  thou  shalt 
be  justified,"  you  might  indeed  complain.  But  now, 
what  reason  have  you  to  assert,  as  you  do,  that  I "  have 
grossly  misrepresented  the  scriptures,"  and  "  made 
universal  havoc  of  every  truth  of  the  gospel  ?"  The 
first  of  these  charges  is  heavy,  the  second  dreadful ;  let 
us  see  by  what  arguments  they  are  supported. 

After  throwing  away  a  good  part  of  your  book,  in 
passing  a  long,  Calvinian,  juvenile  sentence  upon  my 
spirit  as  a  writer,  you  come  at  last  to  the  point,  and 
attempt  to  explain  some  of  the  scriptures,  which  you 
suppose  I  have  "  misrepresented." 

L    P.  32.    "'Not  every  one  that  salth  unto  me, 
Lord,    Lord,  shall  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  *he* 
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To  Mr.  Rotcland  EUL 


j  zeal  for  God,   ukailii 

pMed  by  knowledge,  entitliBg  yoo  to  the  pmliir  lot* 
:  of  all  that  fear  the  Lord ;  I  tboald  he 
*wiu£  in  ivspect  w  you,  if  I  took  no  notice  of  the 

is  with  which  job  are  come  f« 
■  fa  help  of  your  pious  brother.  In 
°~iorli  t|laI  ;ou  j,ave  directed  to  ne, 
Pi»  truth,  (p.  31,)  "the  principal  rai 
•Wjamone  as,  is  the  doctrine  of  a  lettt 
*r»otis.  Tims  much  yoa  indicate 
bTv1 '" iu,tificd  before  the  bar  of  Goi  "  «etood  time. 
"T  Vuavrti  good  works." 

^S&Uo,  tear  Sir;  and  I  wonder  bow  uy  Christian 
.    .  when  Christ  himself  declares,  'In  lie  day 
i     '  '""Sment,  by  Hit  words  sualt  thou  be  j»u6*d,'  *e. 
*  «aid. "  Bt  my  worda  impaled  to  it 

miglit  indeed  complain.    But  c 
'    tkatl"" 

of  Dhe  gotpel  ?"    The 
•dreadful;  k» 
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hul  he  that  doeth  the  will  of  my  Father.'  (Matt.  vii. 
SI.]  And  what  is  this  (say  you)  more  than  a  inscrip- 
tion of  those  who  are  to  be  saved  i" 

What,  Sir,  is  it  nothing  but  a  description  ?  Is  i 
not  a  solemn  declaration,  that  no  practical  Autiuomiac 
shall  be  sated  by  faith  in  the  last  clay?  And  thai 
Christ  U  really  a  Lord  and  a  King,  who  has  a  law 
which  he  will  see  obeyed?  Had  he  not  just  before 
(ver.  12,)  admitted  the  law  and  the  prophets  into  hii 
gospel  dispensation,  saying,  'All  things  which  yi 
would  that  men  should  do  uuto  you,  do  ye  even  sc 
iiuto  them,  for  (his  U  (lie  law  and  (he  prophets  ?'  An 
we  not  under  this  law  to  him  ?  And  will  he  not  com 
mand  his  subjects,  who  obstinately  violate  it,  to  bi 
brought  and  slain  before  him  ? 

Again,  when  he  declares  ihat  they  who  '  hate  a  hro 
tlier,  and  call  him,  Thou  fuol  !  are  in  danger  of  lie 
fire  as  murderers  '.,'  do  we  tint  expose  his  legislate 
wisdom,  as  well  as  hi-  pistenini  siiIimIiu'ss,  by  intiiniitiuj 
that,  without  having  an  eye  to  the  murder  of  the  heal 
or  the  tongue,  he  only  describes  certain  wretchf 
whom    he    un  condition  ally    designs    for   evcrlastin 

What  I  say  of  a  punishment  threatened,  is  eqnall 
true  of  a  reward  promised  ;  as  you  may  see  by  th 
following  illustration  of  our  controverted  text.  , 
general  says  to  his  soldiers,  as  he  leads  them  to  the  fid 
of  battle,  "  Not  every  one  that  calls  me,  Your  honou 
Your  honour,  shall  be  made  a  captain  ;  bnt  he  th: 
fights  manfully  for  his  king  and  country."  Yon  sa; 
"What  is  this  more  than  a  description  of  those  th; 
shall  be  promoted  i"  Aud  1  reply,  If  warlike  esploi 
have  absolutely  nothing  to  do  with  their  promotion 
and  if  the  general's  declaration  is  only  a  description 
gome  favourites,  whom  he  is  determined  to  mise 
any  rate;  could  he  not  as  well  have  described  them  t 
the  colour  of  their  hair,  or  height  of  their  stature 
Aud  does  he  not  put  a  cheat  upon  all  the  soldier 
whom  he  is  absolutely  determined  not  to  raise  ;  whi 
lie  excites  them  (o  quit  themselves  ViV.e  mtn,  ^  < 
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foad  hope  of  being  raised  ?  Apply  this  simile  to  the 
case  in  hand,  and  yon  will  see,  dear  Sir,  how  frivolous, 
and  injurious  to  onr  Lord,  is  your  intimation,  that  out 
tf  his  most  awful  royal  proclamations  Is  nothing  but  an 
empty  description.  O  Calvinism  I  ii  this  shy  reverence 
for  Jesus  Christ  ?  Hast  thou  no  way  of  supporting 
myself,  but  by  turning  the  Lord  of  glory  into  a  Virgil  ? 
The  supreme  Lawgiver  of  men  and  angels,  into  a  maker 
of  descriptions  ? 

IL  Much  of  the  same  nature  is  the  observation 
which  yon  make  (p.  37)  upon  these  words  of  onr  Lord, 
'They  that  have  done  good,  shall  go  into  life  ever- 
lasting $  and  they  that  have  done  evil,  into  everlasting 
Banishment.'  Yon  say  "What  does  this  text  prove 
more  than  has  been  granted  before  ?  What  does  it 
more  than  characterize  those' that  shall  be  saved?" 
Kay,  Sir,  it  undoubtedly  characterizes  all  those  that 
shall  be  damned ;  and  this  too  by  as  essential  a  cha- 
racter, as  that  according  to  which  the  king  would  ap- 
point some  of  his  servants  for  a  gracious  reward,  and 
others  for  a  capital  punishment,  if  he  said  to  them, 
"  They  that  serve  me  faithfully,  shall  be  richly  provided 
for :  And  they  that  rob  me,  shall  be  hanged."  If 
inch  characterizing  as  this  passes  at  Geneva  for  a  bare 
description  of  persons,  whom  royal  humour  irre- 
spectively singles  out  for  reward,  I  hope  the  time  is 
coming,  when  at  Cambridge,  it  will  pass  for  u  clear 
declaration  of  the  reason  why  some  are  rewarded,  or 
punished,  rather  than  otheis  ;  and  for  a  proof  that  the 
king  is  no  more  a  capricious  dispenser  of  reward*, 
than  a  tyrannical  iuflicter  df  punishments. 

III.  P.  33.  After  mentioning  these  words  of  St. 
Paul,  *  Without  holiness  no  man  shall  see  the  Lord  ;' 
and  those  words  which  St.  James  wrote  to  believers, 
'  Be  ye  doers  of  the  word  and  not  hearers  only,  dc  - 
ceiving  your  own  selves  :'  You  say,  "  What  is  this  to 
the  purpose,  respecting  a  second  justification  ?  Ju.it 
about  a*  much  as,  *  Now  an  omer  is  the  teuth  pavl  o£ 
an  ephab.  * "  Now,  Sir,  although  I  do  not  immcd\ate\v 
rest  tie  cause  upon  such  scriptures,  I  inaintani,  V\vat 
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Will  you  dire  to  say,  dear  Sir,  that  impious  Jeiebei 
and  unconverted  Manasses,  were  persons  "  just  abc 
as"  properly  imulificd  for  justification  in  the  great  di 
because  they  had  an  omer  in  their   palace,  us   plon 
Deborah,  and  holy  Samuel,  who  had  holiness  in  thei 
heavts,  and  were  doers  of  the  word  in  their  lives  ?  Am 
when  the  apostle  declares  that '  Christ  is  the  author 
eternal  salvation  to  them  that  oltcyhiin,'  does  he  m 
that  to    obey  is   a  thing  just  about  as   important 
eternal  salvation,  as  to  know  that  a  bushel  Holds  (o 
pecks,  and  an  ephah  ten  omen;  ?     Were  ever  holine* 
and  obedience  in;ukmi;itlv  set  in  a  more  coutemptibU 
light?     For  my  part,  if  '  by  onr  words  we   shall  bt 
justified  in  the  day  of  judgment, '  1  believe  it  shall  be  b 
.   onr  words    springing    from    holiness    of  heart-    i 
therefore  1  cannot  bin  think  that  holiness  will  be  m 
to  the  purpose  of  uur  justification  by  works  in  the  g, 
day,  than  all  the  omers  and  cpliahs,  with  all  the  noti 
about  imputed  righteousness  ami  finished  salvation, 
the  world. 

IV.  P.  33.  After  quoting  that  capital  passage,  ' 
the  hearers  of  the  law  are  just  before  God,  but  f  m 
doers  shall  be  justified,'  (Bom.  ii.  13.)  you  say,  "  Tb 
certainly  proves  that  the  doers  of  the  law-  shall  be  ju 
tided."  Well,  then,  it  directly  proves  a  justificatio 
by  works.  But  you  immediately  insinuate,  the  "  im 
possibility  of  salvation  by  the  law."  1  readily  gran 
that  in  the  day  of  conversion,  we  are  '  justified  1 
faith,'  not  only  '  without  the  deeds  of  the  ceremonia 
law,'  but  even  without  a  previous  ohservauce  of  the 
law  of  love:  But  the  case  is  widely  different  in  th 
(Jay  of  judgment;  for  then,  '  by  thy  words  shall  tho« 
be  justified.'  Now,  Sir,  it  remains  for  you  lo  prove 
that  the  apostle  did  not  speak  of  the  lest  under  con- 
sideration, with  an  eye  to  our  final  justification  b 

la  order  to  (his,  p.  33,  you  appe.il  to  '' 


V\«    V*M* 


\ 
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which  this  test  stands  in,  and  the  connexion  in  which 
the  words  are  found."    I  answer, 

L  Thlaj  text  standi  in  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans,  to 
whom  the  apostle  nays,  '  Lote  Is  the  fulfilling  of  the 
few?— He  thatloFCth another  hath  fulfilled the  law.' 
(Bom.  xili.  8, 10.)  Now,  if  « he  that  ioreth  another 
lath  fulfilled  she  law/  yon  most  show,  that  it  is  im- 
possible to  *  love  another;9  or  acknowledge  that  there 
am persons  who  'fulfil  the  law:'  And  consequently 
tenons,  who  can  be  justified  as  'doers  of  the  law.' 
Nay,  in  the  very  chapter,  such  persons  are  thus  men- 
tfesgdV  *  If  the  nadrcnmdston  keep  the  righteousness 
sf  the  law,  and  fulfil  the  law,  shall  it  not  Judge  thee 
iho  dost  transgress  the  law  ?'  That  b,  shall  not  a 
Cornelius,  an  honest  Heathen,  that  'fears  God  and 
uprfcs  righteousness,'  rise  in  judgment  against  thee  who 
'conunlttest  adultery;*  vainly  supposing  that  Abra- 
ham's chastity  is  imputed  to  thee  ?  (Rom.  ii.  22,  27.) 
But, 

2.  Going  back  to  the  beginning  of  the  chapter  where 
oar  controverted  text  stands,  I  affirm  that  "  the  con- 
nexion in  which  it  is  found"  established  also  justifica- 
tion by  works  in  the  great  day :  And  to  prove  it  I  only 
lay  the  apostle's  words  before  my  judicious  readers. 
'  Thou  art  inexcusable,  O  Jew,  whosoever  thou  art 
mat  judgest,  or  condemnest  the  Heathens  who  do  such 
things,  and  doest  them  thyself.    The  judgment  of  God 
is  according  to  truth,'  and  not  according  to  thy  Anti- 
nomian  notions,  that  thou  wast  unconditionally  elected 
in  Abraham ;   that  thou  standest    complete   iu  his 
righteousness ;    and  that  thy  salvation'was  finished 
when  he  had  offered  up  Isaac.    Be  not  deceived, '  God 
will  render  to  every  man  according  to  his  deeds  .-  [and 
not  according  to  his  notions .*]   To  them  who  by  patient 
continuance  in  well  doing,  seek  for  immortality,  he 
will  render  eternal  life  :  Anguish  to  every  man  that 
doeth  evil ;  but  glory  to  every  man  that  worketh  good  : 
— For  not  the  hearers  of  the  law  are  just  before  God, 
but  the  doers  of  the  Jaw  shall  be  justified, — in  the  day 
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i  he  shall  jndgc  the 
•t,  according  tu  my  gospel,'  (Be 
«•,  Sir,  is  it  not  evident  from  " 
to  which  joii  appeal,  that  Mr.  Henry did  not  pen  ert  the 
text,  when  he  had  the  courage  to  say  upon  it,  "  It  i 
not  hcariug  hut  domic  that  will  save  ns"  in  the  great 
day?  Hearing,  mitt  with  faith,  saves  lis  indeed  in 
striinicntally  in  the  day  at conversion ;  but  in  the  di 
of  judgment,  neither  hearing  nor  faith  will  do  it ;  bn 
'patient  eon  tin' nance  in  well-doing,'  from  the  principle 
ofa  living  faith  in  Chiist,  will  have  that  honour. 

V.  P.  3-1.  After  criticising  in  the  same  frivoloo 
manner  as  your  brother,  on  Iter.  ixii.  14,  '  lllessei 
are  they  thai  keep  liin  coniiinn.iiuicnts,'  &c,  jot]  adc" 
"  This  is  his  command  men  t,  that  we  should  believe  ni 
the  name  of  lil.s  Sou  Jesus  thrift,"  and  omitting  whi 
follows,  '  and  lore  one  another,  as  he  gave  H3  COU 
uiandmcnt;'  you  n>ls,  "  What  iheu  is  the  conclusion 
To  believe  is  the  great  New  Testament  command  a 
God."  No,  Sir;  according  to  1  John  iii,  23,  the  tei 
vou  have  tmcttd  by  halves,  that  commandment  is  t 
believe  and  to  love,  or  to  believe  with  a  '  faith  workin 
by  love.'  Our  Lord  informs  ns,  that  on  the  grin 
commandment  of  love,  'hang  all  the  law  and  the 
prophets."  St.  Paul  says,  '  Though  I  have  all  faith, 
yet  if  I  have  not  love,  1  am  nothing.  Devils  believe,' 
says  St.  James,  To  believe  then,  without  loving,  is 
not   '  doing   God's   commandments,'    bat    doing    the 

devil's  work.    Because  the  word  cm aniliuents,  being 

in  the   plural  number,  denotes   more  than  one,  and 
therefore  is  incompatible  with  .Solindianisiu. 

o  add,  aa  you  do,  "They  that  believe  will  and 
it  obey,"  as  if  they  could  not  help  it,  is  supporting 
one  mistake  by  another.  That  they  may,  can,  and 
should  obey,  we  grant :  IJirt  that  they  will  and  must, 
arc  two  articles  of  Calvin's  creed,  to  which  we  cannot 
subscribe  ;  for,  to  say  nothing  of  daily  experience, 
we  read  in  the  scrip!uio  ds-ni.il  accounts  of  those 
ftJJeu  believers,  who,  iustead  of  '  adding  to  their 
/kith  virtue, '  &c,  proceeded  so  tar  '  in  wtlftA  ffv*o\* 
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afcnce/  as  to  worship  the  abomination  of  the  Zidoni- 
tns,  shed  innocent  blood/  forswear  themselves,  and 
fcfifc  their  father**  bed. 

U  follow*  then  etfll  from  Rev.  jaril.  14,  that  although 
«  upon  bettering;  not  for  obeying,  we  are  initiated  into 
alike  new-covenant  blessings"  in  the  day  of  conver- 
am ;  yet  in  the  great  day,  only  npon  persevering  in 
ftttt  and  obedience,  shall  we  hare  right,  or,  if  yon 
please,  "  privilege,  power,  and  authority,  through  onr 
Sarety,  to  partake  of  the  tree  of  life."  For  '  he  that 
emdareth  unto  the  end,  the  same  shall  be  saved  /  and 
'Christ  in  the  author  of  eternal  salvation  to  none  but 
ten  that  obey  Mm.' 

VI.  P.  36.  You  quote,  against  yourself,  Rer.  xir. 
U,  •*"«  Bleated  are  the  dead  that  die  in  the  Lord/ 
Their  blessedness  arises  from  their  dying  in  the  Lord." 
tented.  But  how  shall  it  be  known  they  died  in  die 
Lord?  The  Spirit  says,  '  Their  works  [not  their  faith] 
do  follow  them/  namely,  in  order  to  their  final  justifi- 
cation. To  this  yon  reply,  "  Their  works  do  not  go 
before  them*— but  follow  after,  to  prove  that  they  were 
in  the  Lord,  whose  prerogative  alone  is  to  'justify  the 
ungodly.'  "    1  answer, 

1.  When  you  grant,  that  works  prove  that  we  are  in 
the  Lord,  if  they  are  good,  or  in  the  wicked  one,  if  they 
are  evil,  yon  give  up  the  point. 

2.  Do  you  not  confound  truth  and  error  ?  Because  in 
the  day  of  conversion,  *  God  justifies  the  ungodly/  who 
renounces  his  nngodliness  to  believe  in  Jesus,  does  it 
follow,  that  Jesus  will  justify  the  ungodly  in  the  day  of 
judgment  ?  Is  not  the  insinuation  as  unscriptural  as  it 
is  dangerous  ?  Does  notour  Lord  himself  say,  that,  far 
from  justifying  them,  he  will  bid  them, '  Depart  from 
him  into  everlasting  fire  ?' 

3.  Your  observation,  that  works  follow  the  righteous, 
and  "  do  not  go  before  them,"  is  frivolous  :  For  what 
matters  it,  whether  the  witnesses,  by  whose  evidence 
a  prisoner  is  to  be  acquitted,  follow  him  to  the  bar,  or 
are  there  before  him  ?  ,Is  their  following  him  a  pxoot 
Oat  be  is  not  justified  by  their  instrumentality  >    To 


VII.  P.  37.  You  think  to  set  aside  these  words  ol 
Solomon,  '  Keep  God's  commandments,  for  this  is  the 
while  [duty]  of  man  ;  for  God  shall  bring  every  work 
into  judgment,  whether  it  be  good  or  bad,'  by  just 
saying,  "  This  |iass;t|;t' fisserta,  that  we  are  to  be  ac- 
countable for  our  actions."  Then  it  asserts  the  verj 
thing  for  which  it  was  produced  :  For  how  can  those 
be  really  accountable  for  their  actions,  who  can  nevet 
be  justified  or  condemned  by  their  words,  never  be  re- 
warded or  punished  according  to  their  works  ?  "~ 
then  again  you  grant  what  we  contend  for. 

VIII.  P.  38. '  Circumcision  is  nothing—but  thekee 
ing  the  commandments  of  God.'  (1  Cor.  vii.  It 
passage  (say  you)  would  equally  as  well  prove  the  s 
premaey  of  the  Pope,  as  your  doctrine  of  a  second 
justification  by  works." 

I  answer,  (1.)  If  you  compare  this  text  with  EccL 
xii.  13,  U,  Rev.  xxii.  14,  and  Matt.  xii.  37,  you  will 
see  it  is  very  much  to  the  purpose— (2.)  Love  is  keep- 
ing of  the  commandments.  If  I  have  not  love,  which 
is  '  the  keeping  of  the  commandments,  1  am  only  a 
tinkling  cymbal.'  Now  Mir,  yon  must  prove,  that  God 
will  justify  tinkling  cymbals  by  imputed  righteousness 
iu  the  great  day  ;  or  acknowledge,  that  the  keeping  oi 
the  commandments,  or  which  is  the  same,  love,  makes 
Diorc  towards  our  final  justification,  than  towards 
placing  his  holiness  the  Pope  in  the  pretended  chair  of 
St.  Peter.— [3.)  If  the  doers  of  the  law  shall  be  fiualij 
justified,  and  none  but  they  ;  and  if  keeping  the  com- 
mandments is  the  same  thing  as  being  a  doer  of  the 
law ;  you  boldly  lioisi  the  Geneva  flag,  when  yoninsin- 
uate,  that  the  keeping  of  the  commandments  has  no 
more  to  do  with  niir  rinal  jiij-tinViLtirm,  thiin  with  the 
supremacy  of  the  Pope.— Lastly,  If  keeping  the  com- 
mandments will  have  nothing  to  do  with  our  justifica- 
tion In  the  last  day,  by  a  parity  of  reason,  breaking  oi 
them  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  our  condemnation, 
Thaa  we  are  insensibly  come  to  the  drcwlM  cqiiWbv- 
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part  of  your  comfortable  doctrine,  that  is,  absolute  re- 
probation, free-wrath,  and  finished  damnation.  And 
when  the  apostle  says,  *  God  shall  judge  the  world  in 
righteousness  ;*  should  he  not  rather,  according  to  your 
aha,  have  said,  In  unrighteousness  ? 

QL  Instead  of  answering  men  passages  as  these, 
*  Behold  I  come  quickly,  and  my  reward  Is  with  me, 
to  give  to  every  man  as  his  work  shall  be  :*— He  that 
knoweth  the  heart,  'shall  render  to  every  man  accord- 
ing to  his  works.— We  shall  all  appear  before  the  judg- 
ssent  seat  of  Christ,  that  every  one  may  receive  the 
things  done  in  the  body, according  to  oat  he  hath  done, 
whether  it  he  good  or  bad  t— The  Father,  without  re- 
spect of  persons,  jodgeth  according  to  every  man's 
work :— The  dead  were  Judged  oat  of  the  things  writ- 
ten hi  the  books,  according  to  their  works  :*— Instead, 
I  say,  of  answering  such  passages,  you  leap  over  fifty 
I  sages  of  my  book,  to  blame  ine  (p.  95)  for  saying  after 
'  8t  Peter,  (Acts  Hr40,)  «  Save  yourselves  from  this 
untoward  generation !' 

Granting  you,  Sir,  that  the  Greek  word  means  liter- 
ally, 'Be  ye  saved;'  yet  you  wrong  our  translation, 
when  yon  say,  that  its  language  is  "  glaringly  inconsis- 
tent," The  words  that  immediately  precede,  *  He  ex- 
horted them,  saying,  Save  yourselves,'  &c,  convinced 
our  translators  of  the  absurdity  of  exhorting  people  to 
be  saved,  that  could  absolutely  do  nothing  in  order  to 
salvation.  And  you  make  Calvinism  ridiculous  before 
all  Cambridge,  when  (p.  36)  you  make  <r«0»j7c,  *  Be  ye 
saved  ;'  or  when  spoken  in  a  way  of  exhortation, '  Save 
yourselves,'  to  mean,  "  Know,  that  ye  cannot  save 
yourselves." 

P.  35,  you  say,  "  Let  the  context  illustrate  this : 
Thousands  '  were  pricked  to  the  heart ;'  they  ask, 
'  what  they  shall  do  ?'  doubtless  meaning  *  to  be  saved.' 
The  apostle  directs  them  immediately  to  Jesus  for  sal- 
vation." What !  Without  doing  any  thing  towards 
it?  No  such  thing.  To  the  overthrow  of  your  cf\\i- 
dam,  and  of  Calvinism,  he  sets  them  immediately  w^otv 
doing.    Tbeir  question  was,  •  What  shall  we  do  to  \>e 


saved?'  and  the  immediate  answer  is,  '  Bcpent  and  be 
baptised."  Juat  as  if  lie  had  said,  Be  ye  .-lived,  or  sav 
yourselves  by  repenting  and  coming  to  Christ :  Or,  t 
use  tbe  words  of  Christ  to  the  people  of  Capernaum 
and  those  of  St.  1'aul  to  the  jailor  of  Philippi , '  Do  the 
work  of  God,'  i.  e.,  the  work  which  God  first  calls  for; 
'  believe  in  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  yon  shall  he  saved.' 

You  add,  "Thin  language  ('.Save  yourselves')  ill 
becomes  the  mouth  of  inspiration."  I  am  furry,  Sir, 
you  should  be  so  exceedingly  positive.  I  rather  think, 
that  your  "  lnui;iiiiue  ill  become.-  the  mouth  of"  mo- 
desty. Does  not  St.  Jude  say,  '  Save  some  with  fear?" 
Does  not  St,  Paul  muiitioii  his  cinleaniurs  to  's 
some  of  his  own  flesh,'  (Rom.  si.  14,)  and  his  ' 
coming  all  thhnr.s  to  all  men.  that  he  might  save  son 
(1  Cor.  is.  22.) 

Does  he  not  speak  of  a  husband  '  saving  his  wife, 
and  of  a  wife'  saving  her  husband?'  {1  Cor.  vii.  16.; 
Does  he  nut  write  Id  (lie  I'hilippiaus,  '  Wink  out  you 
own  salvation  ?'  And  to  Timothy,  '  In  doing  this  thoa 
shalt  save  thyself,  and  them  that  hear  thee?'  (1  Tim 
it.  16.)  You  are  too  good  a  scholar,  Sir,  to  say,  tha 
watts  aiavhv  "  is  passive  :"  And  too  modest  a  divia. 
to  insinuate,  upon  second  thoughts,  that  St.  Paul  speak 
like  a  heretic,  and  you  like  an  apostle. 

X.  After  opposing  our  doctrine  of  justification  b 
the  evidence  of  works  in  the.  last  day,  as  warmly  as  you 
pious  brother  ;  you  eivc  yum  public  assent  to  it  aa  WP 
as  he.  P.  34,  speaking  of  the  day  that  shall  declare 
every  man's  work,  and  the  tire  that  shall  try  of  whtt 
sort  it  is,  you  say,  "  Who  that  reads  the  Bible  deni 
that  every  man's  works  .-hail  he  examined  as  a  pr 
of  bis  fiiith,  and  that  upon  their  evidence  the  Judge  i 
pass  sentence?"  Undoubtedly  you  mean,  sentence 
absolution  or  condemnation,  accord  ill):  to  our  Lord 
words,  '  By  thy  woids  shah  thou  be  justified  0 
dfmned.'  (Matt.  xii.  37.) 

Now,  Sir,  this  is  the  very  due  trine  vJiicl:  we  maintain 
— as f oil  Btur  .■('('  .^cci'iil!  Check,  rol.i.  p.  ,'.:ld,340,—  '" 
rery  doctnae  for  which  you  represent  me.  to  flie  "« 
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is  a   Papist,  and  tierce  enemy  to  the  gospel.     Gentle 

reader,  lake  notice  of  my  e;ipilal    crime.     I  hale  dared 

tu  vindicate  a  truth,  which,  my  opponent  himself  being 

judge,  "  no  man  that  reaib  the  liible  dunics  !"     li  this 

a  dreadful  heresy  ?  O  Sir,  when  this  shall  he  known 

in  our  Universities,  "ill  nut  Oxford  cry  to  tain  bridge, 

and  Cambridge  echo  hack  lo  Oxford,  the  substance  of 

jour  book,  and  the  title  of  aline  ?   Logiea  Graereiuii .' 

XI.  Now  that  yon  have  granted  the  doctrine  of  jus- 

tincatioi]  by  the  evideiiee  o\'  work-  in  the  day  of  jndg. 

;  let  us   see  how  you  endeavour  to  keep  your 

system  in   countenance.     P.  34,  you  Hay,  contrary  to 

own   concession,  "Though  works  have  not  the 

least  to  do  in  justifying  our  persons,  yet  they  will  ap- 

arto  the  justifying  of  that  faith,  as   sound,  by  which 

me  we  are  to  be  saved." 

To  cut  you  off  from  this  last  .siiUterfutre,  I  observe, 
L;  That  works  will  have  as  niueh  to  dn  in  justifying 
ir  persons  in  the  last  day,  a.-  faitli  in  justifying  them 
our  conversion.— (2.)  This  doctrine,  of  faith  being 
JMOflcd  bj  works  iu  the  day  of  judgment,  is  irrational : 
For  faitli  shall  then  be  no  more  ;  and  common  sense 
dictates,  that  Christ,  the  wisdom  of  God,  will  not  lose 
in  justifying  or  condemning  a  grace  which  shall 
rfst. —  (3.)  It  is  quite  unscriptnral :  Our  Lord  says, 
•By  thy  words  shalt  thou  [not  by  faitli]  be  justified.*  St, 
Paul  says, '  The  doers  nf  the  law  [not  their  faith]  shall 
bcjnstified.*  And  St.  James  declares,  that '  Rahab  [not 
her  faith]  and  Abraham  [not  his  faith]  were  justified  by 
works,'  in  the  day  of  trial.—  ; 4.)  Your  scheme  fathers  non- 
mse  upon  that  apostle;  for  if  faitli  U  justified  by  works, 
id  not  a  man,  it  follows,  that  when  St.  Jamessays.'Ye 
:e  then  how  that  by  works  :i  mm  is  justified,  and  not 
by  faith  only,'  it  is  just  as  if  he  said,  "  Ye  see  then 
low  that  by  works  faith  is  justified,  and  not  by  faith 
only." — (5J  If  the  believer's  faith  is  justified  .in  the 
list  day,  and  nut  the  believer  himself  ;  by  a  parity  of 
frasofi,  the  unbeliever's  unbelief  will  be  condemned, 
id  uot  the  unbeliever  hiniteit— (G.)  We  have  as  good, 
mod  to  assert,  that  the  faith   of  believers  shall  toe 


saved  hi  the  last  day,  and  not  their  persons  ;  as  you  to 
maintain,  that  the  faith  of  believers  shall  be  justified, 
aud  not  their  persons.  Thus,  according  to  your  curious 
doctrine,  faith,  not  hi-lii'vers,  shall  go  to  heaveu  ;  aud 
unbelief,  not  unbelievers,  shall  depart  into  hell.— 
Lastly,  If  "works  have  not  the  least  to  do  in  justifyiui; 
our  persons"  in  the  great  day;  it  follows,  they  will 
not  have  the  least  to  do  in  condemning  them.  Thai 
are  we  come  again  to  the  doctrine  of  finished  damna- 
tion ;  aud  thus  you  point-blank  contradict  your  own 
scriptural  concession,  "  Upon  the  evidence  of  works 
the  Judge  will  pass  sentence." 

From  the  preceding  pages  it  appears,  if  I  am  not 
mistaken,  ill ;ii  jnsiiiieatMti  hy  works,  i.e.,  by  Hie  works 
of  faith,  iu  the  last  day,  is  a  solid  anvil,  which  the 
twelve  strokes  of  your  hammer  have  settled  more  than 
ever  upon  its  firm  basis,  '  The  word  of  God,  that  abid- 
eth  for  ever.'  To  this  anvil  1  shall,  by  aud  by,  bring 
Calvinian  Antinnmianism,  and  endeavour  to  work  it, 
in  meekness  of  wisdom,  with  a  hummer,  1  hope,  a 
little  heavier  than  your  own. 


Having  answered  ymir  objection:*  to  what  you  justly 
call  "  the  principal  cjiim  of  controversy  among  ns,"  1 
may  make  one  or  two  observations  unpon  the friendli- 
ness of  your  Friendly  Remarks. 

Candid  reader,  if  thou  hast  read  my  Checks  without 
prejudice,  anil  attentively  cuni|iaiecl  them  with  the  word 
of  God;  wnuldst  thou  ever  think,  that  the  following 
lines  contain  an  extract  from  (he  friendly  sentence, 
which  my  yoniij;  u ]  i ]  n .■  1 1  l-  r l r  passes  upon  them  ?  "  Hard 
names,— Banter, — Sarcasm,  — Sneer,— Abuse,  —  Bra- 
fado,— Low  arts  of  slander ,— Slanderous  accusations, 
— Opprobrious  names,  —  lll-naturcd  satire,— Od ion*, 
deformed,  detestable  colours,— Uufs.it,  aud  ungenerous 
—Terras  void  ol  truth,— \Jronerc\v4\  «m 


—False  humility, — Irritating  spirit, — Pro- 
roking,  uncharitable  style, — Continual  sneers, — Most 
odious  appellations,  —  Allusive  words,  — Notorious 
Maiiilali.'.Liii.',— Liuf.-  inn  di-i/ndi'iil  10  be  transcribed, 
unworthy  of  an  answer,  beneath  contempt, — Moot 
indecent  ridicule,— A  wretched  conclusion,  us  bittel  as 
call,- — and,  Slander*,  which  ought  even  to  make  a 
Tarb  blush." 

If  thou  canst  not  yet  tee,  -gentle  reader,  into  the 
nature  of  Mr.  Rowland  Hill's  Jlemartt,  peruse  the 
fallow!  ng/Henrf/y  sentences:  "In  regard  to  the  foppe- 
ries of  religion,  you  certainly  differ  from  the  Popish 
priest  of  Madeley  : — You  liau-  made  universal  havoc  of 
every  truth  of  the  gospel  :— You  have  invented  dread- 
ful slanders  : — You  plentifully  MigniiU.ise  many  with 
the  most  unkind  language  : — You  have  blackened  our 
principles,  and  scandalized  our  practice: — You  place 
as  in  a  manner  among  murderers  : — !t  shocks  me  to 
follovv  you  :— Our  characters  lie  bleeding  under  the 
cruelty  of  yonr  pen,  uud  complain  loudly  against  your 
great  injustice  : — Ulush  for  the  characters  you  have  in- 
jured by  the  rashness  and  bitterness  of  your  pen : — 
You  hare  invented  a  set  of  monsters,  ai.d  raised  a  hid- 
eous ghost  by  your  own  spells,  and  incantatious  of 
banter  and  contempt : — Numberless  sneers,  taunts,  and 
sarcasms  dreadfully  decorate  (lie  whole  of  your  per- 
form acre ;  they  are  nothing  better  than  infernal  tertni 
of  datkne-s.  which  it  i- hateful  in  tiansiT.be  : — Your 
Second  CherL,  I  fear,  must  prove  the  concluding  bar 
of  separation,"  that  is,  of  excommunication. 

When  1  cast  uiy  eye  upon  this  extract,  I  cannot  help 
crying  out.  It'  this  i-  my  aiiTiiioiiisi's  tViemllincss,  alas  ', 
what  will  he  hit  displeasure  ?  And  what  have  I  done 
to  deserve  these  tukens  of  talvinian  benevolence? 
Why  are  these  flowers  of  (ic-ucva  rhetoric  so  plenti- 
fully heaped  upon  my  head?  And  why— But  I  must 
not  complain ;  for  my  friendly  opjuinciii  has  patiently 
staid  till  the  publication  of  the  Second  ( .'heck,  to  talk 
of  a  "  concluding  b,tr  of  separation  :"  liut  IE  1  am  a 
reprobate,  upon  his  schema  at  unconditional  election, 
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and  gratuitous  reprobation,  Calvin's  Cod  put  "the 
concluding  bar  of  ■.i.'piiriitiim"  litiuti'ii  me  and  himself, 
not  only  before  [  wrote  the  Second  Check,  but  thou- 
sands of  years  before  I  drew  m j  first  breath.  When  1 
consider  this,  far  from  feeling  the  least  resentment 
against  Mr.  Hill,  I  see  it  my  duty  lo  thank  him  for 
shewing  much  greater  patience  towards  me  than  the 
God  whom  he  worships  ;  and  [  wonder,  that  hi?  severe 
principles  should  not  be  productive  of  more  unfriendly 
Bemarkt,  than  those  which  he  is  pleased  to  cwWfricndlf, 

Yet,  Sir,  though  I  thought  at  first,  that  the  title  of 
your  book  was  ironical,  I  now  believe  it  literal,  and  am 
persuaded  you  really  meant  to  shew  me  much  friendli- 
ness. Kor  a  ttjiii'ii.  l.i  j  cxciiiiiiTimiiration,  yea,  a  "  con- 
cluding bar  of  separation,"  mustappearan  act  of  grace, 
tn  one  who  truly  relishes  the  doctrines  of  limited  grace 
and  unprovoked  wrath. 

I  do  not  licriliy  intimate,  iliat  1  have  done  nothing 
displeasing  to  you.  Far  from  insinuating  it,  I  shall  pre- 
sent my  readers  with  alUt  of  the  manifold,  but  well- 
meant  provocations,  which  have  procured  me  yow 
publio  correspondence.  1  say  well-meant  provoca. 
lions  j  for  all  I  want  to  provoke  any  one  to,  is,  lore 
and  good  works.  And  may  not  a  minister  use  even  the 
rod  for  (hat  purpose?  If  you  thiuk  not,  please  to 
inform  me  what  the  apostle  meant  when  he  Mid, 
'  What  will  ye  •  Shall  1  come  unto  yon  with  the  rod,  oi 
In  love,  and  in  the  spirit  of  meekness?' 

1.  I  have  written;  iny  Checks  with  the  confidence 
with  which  the  clear  dictates  of  reason,  and  the  full 
testimonies  of  scripture,  usually  inspire  those  who 
Jove  what  they  esteem  truth  more  than  they  do  their 
dearest  friends, 

2.  After  speaking  nm-(  lioiiLUiraiily  of  usim;  Call  in- 
ists,    even  of  all  that  are  pious,   I   have  taken  the 

t  liberty  to  insinuate,  that  the  schemes  of  finished  salva- 
tion, and  imputed  rirjiteousues-,  will  no  more  save  a 
Calvinisl  guilty  of  practical  Antinomianisiu,  than  the 
doctihie  of  general  redemption  will  save  an  nngodrj 
Remonstrant.  Thus  I  have  made  no  difference  \n\men 
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the  backsliding  elect  of  the  Lock,  and  the  apostates  of 
the  Fonndeiy,  when  death  overtakes  them  in  their  sins, 
and  in  their  blood. 

J,  I  have  maintained,  that  our  Lord  did  not  speak 
m  untruth,  when  he  said,  *  In  the  day  of  Judgment, 
sythy  words nhalt  thou  be  jnstifled;'  and  that  St.  Paul 
sift  not  propagate  heresy,  when  he  wrote,  '  Work  out 
yew  awn  salvation !' 

4.  I  bate  sprinkled  with  tfae  salt  of  irony  §  yonr 
ammrlta  doctrine,  (Frimity  Remtrks,  page  39,) 
*  Salvation  wholly  depends  upon  the  purpose  of  God 
according  to  election,  without  any  respect  to  what  may 
be  In  them,"  that  is,  the  elect  Now,  Sir,  as  by  the 
dtetrine  of  undeniable  consequences,  he  who  receives 
a  guinea  with  the  king's  head  on  .the  one  side,  cannot 
sat  receive  the  lion's .  on  the  other  side ;  so  he  that 
admits  the  preceding  proposition,  cannot  but  admit 
the  inseparable  counterpart,  namely,  the  following 
position,  which  every  attentive  and  unprejudiced  per- 
son sees  written  in  blood  upon  that  side  of  Calvin's 
standard  which  is  geuerally  kept  out  of  sight,  "  Dam- 
nation wholly  depends  upon  the  purpose  of  God  ac- 
cording to  reprobation,  without  respect  to  what  may 

-$  If  I  make  us  of  irony  in  my  Checks,  I  can  assure  thee,  reader, 
it  is  not  from  '*  spleen,"  but  reason.  It  appears  to  me,  that  the 
subject  requires  it,  and  that  ridiculous  error  is  to  be  turned  out  of 
the  temple  of  Truth,  not  only  with  scriptural  argument*  which  is  <  the 
•word  of  the  Spirit,'  but  also  with  mild  irony,  which  is  a  proper 
scourge  for  a  glaring  and  obstinate  mistake.  I  have  already  observed, 
that  our  Lord  himself  used  it  with  his  apostles,  when  he  came  out  of 
hit  agony  and  bloody  sweat.  Some  other  remarkable  instances  of  it 
we  find  in  scripture,  1  Rings  xxii.  15.  Micaiah,  a  prophet  of  the 
Lord,  being  requested  by  King  Ahab,  and  pious  king  Jehoshaphat,  to 
tell  them,  whether  Israel  should  go  against  Ramoth  Gilead  to  battle : 
he  ironically  answered,  •  Go  and  prosper  ;  for  the  Lord  shall  deliver 
it  into  the  hands  of  the  king.'  Well  known  is  that  solemn,  though 
ironical,  or,  as  Mr.  Hill  would  call  it,  sarcastic  reproof  of  Solomon 
toa  young  prodigal,  *  Rejoice,  O  young  man,  in  thy  youth,  let  thine 
heart  cheer  thee,  and  walk  in  the  way  of  thy  heart,  and  in  the  sight 
of  thy  eyes.'  (Ecel.  xi.  9.)  From  these  examples  I  conclude,  that  an 
irony  dictated  by  love  not  only  is  no  sign  of  *'  a  bad  spirit,"  but  is  an 
useful  figure  of  speech,  especially  where  the  rapid  progress  of  a 
preposterous  error  calk  for  the  sharp  rebukes  mentioned  by  Su  P%vv\ 
h  mf  motto* 


be  in  the  reprobates."  Here  is  uo  "  inventing  a  mon- 
strous creed,"  1ml  mo  rely  tin-nine,  tlitr  lfin"  of  your  own, 
and  reading  what  is  written  there,  namely,  Damnation 
finished,  evidently  imsiveriim  to  tinislicil  salvation. 

5.  You  have  done  mure,  says  my  opponent,  (p.  47,) 
"  You  scarce  write  a  page  without  unjust  reflections: 
To  follow  yon  thromji  all  your  accusations  would  be 
endless.  One  passjjn',  however,  which  seems  to  me 
to  sliinc  coiisjiit'iitms  annpiiir  the  rest  lor  calumny  and 
falsehood,  as  the  moon  does  among  the  stars,  shall  be 
the  last  we  will  notice." 

I  say,  in  the  Second  Cheek,  "  How  many  Intimate, 
that  Christ  has  fulfilled  all  righteousness,  that  we 
might  be  the  children  of  God  with  hearts  full  of  un- 
righteousness !"  And  you  reply,  "  How  many  ?  There 
are  a  generation  it  seems  of  these  hhii-.  Mjisphemers : 
[I  would  say,  of  these  mistaken  Calvin:. ts.]  Produce 
but  a  few  of  them." 

Well,  Sir,  1  produce  first  the  author  of  I'icfasOxuni- 
ensia,  next  yourself,  and  then  all  the  Calvinists  who 
admire  your  brother's  Fourth  Letter,  where  he  not  only 
insinuates,  but  openly  attempts  to  prove,  that  David 
was 'a  man  after  God's  own  heart,'  a  '  pleasant  child' 
of  God,  and  that  lie  stood  absolved  and  complete  in  the 
everlasting  righteousness  of  Christ,  while  his  eyes  were 
full  of  adultery,  and  his  hands  full  of  blood;  Conse- 
quently, while  his  heart  was  full  of  all  nnriijliteoLisiiesa. 
Now  if  this  was  the  case  of  David,  it  may  not  only  be 
that  of  many,  but  of  all  the  elect.  They  may  all  be  the 
children  of  God,  not  only  with  hearts  full  of  unriuhte  ■ 
ouaness,  but  even  while  the;  cloak  adultery  with  deli- 
berate murder. 

Now,  pray,  Sir,  do  yon  not  shew  youi,.-elfeoui|''eloly 
master  of  Geneva  I.  nnic,  when  yon  ave.t  that  what 
is  go  abundantly  denioonlrated  by  your  brother's 
Letters,  and  the  well  known  pfiaelptet  of  all  sound 
Calvinists,  ia  acal ny  and  a  falsehood  »•  conspicu- 
ous aa  the  luminary  that  rules  the  night '  Tl  is  imagi- 
nary  moou  of  calumny,  which  yoo  discord  through 
the  telescope  of  Calvinism  prejudice,  xtili  he\\i  uv;  i\i- 
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dicious  readers  to  guess  at  the  magnitude  of  the  stars 
of  falsehood,  with  which,  you  say,  almost  all  the  pages 
of  my  book  are  bespangled. 

I  conclude,  by  entreating  yon  not  to  pnt  any  longer  a 
wrong  construction  upon  the  Helvetic  blantness,  with 
which  I  continue  to  expose  barefaced  Antinomianism. 
Do  net  account  me  an  enemy,  because  I  tell  yon  the 
truth  as  it  is  in  the  Epistle  of  St.  James :  And  deprive 
me  not  of  an  interest  in  your  valuable  friendship, 
merely  because  I  follow  the  word  of  God,  and  the  dic- 
tates of  my  conscience. 

I  can  with  truth  assure  you,  dear  Sir,  that  your 
groundless  charges  of  "calumny,  falsehood,  bitter- 
nets,  injustice,"  Ac,  instead  of  putting  "  a  concluding 
bar  of  separation"  between  us,  only  give  mean  op- 
portunity of  fulfilling  delightfully  that  precept  of  the 
evangelical  law,  according  to  which  we  shall  be  justi- 
fied in  the  great  day,  '  Forgive  one  another,  even  as 
God  for  Christ's  sake  hath  forgiven  you.'  I  confirm 
my  lore  towards  you,  by  rejoicing  in  all  your  pious 
labours,  and  sincerely  wishing  you  the  most  unbounded 
success,  whenever  yon  do  not  give  up  the  right  "  foun- 
dation," or  substitute  Dr.  Crisp  to  St.  James,  and 
Calvin's  narrow  election  to  the  free  gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ.  And  if  1  may  trust  the  feelings  of  my  own 
heart,  which  continues  quite  open  towards  you,  1  re- 
main just  as  if  you  were  not  my  opponent,  dear  Sir, 
Your  affectionate  Friend,  and  obedient  Servant, 
in  a  pure  Gospel, 

JOHN  FLETCHER. 


To  Mr.  Ekhard  and  Mr.  Rowland 


Do  you  hate  that  fun] 
I  know  yon  cordially  hate  practical,  and  would 
fully  oppose  doctrinal  Antinouiiauisni,  if  it  were  no 
msi'i>ur;ib!y  nijiiiected  with  tin'  favourite  doctrines  yon 
have  embraced.  Yea,  your  true  regard  for 
would  make  yon  wish  me  success,  if  (nhile  I  attack 
oar  common  adversary,)  I'alvini.-m,  which  passes* 
you  for  Christianity,  did  nut  justly  appear  to  yoi 
be  sapped  in  its  very  foundation.  For,  to  my  g 
astonishment,  1  rind  (hat  Calvin's  doctrine  of  utic 
ilitii'iiiiil  dccluiii.  find  Dr.  Crisp's  doctrine  of,finiahet 
salvation,  are  now  substituted  to  Jesus  Christ,  aw 
openly  made  the  louixliiiion  of  the  pic-t'lit  Calvin  is  t? 
"  Finished  salvation  ami  electing  love,  .  says  .Mr.  Hill 
Friendly  Remarks,  p.  19,)  is  their  foundation." 

Is  it  indeed  ?  Alas  !  1  really  thought  that  all 
Calvinists  still  maintained  with  Mr.  Wesley,  that  other 
'  foundation  can  no  man  lay  than  (hat  is  laid,  whicl 
is,  Jesus  Christ;'  (1  Cor.  iii.  11 ;)  but  1  now  fear,  the 
breach  between  us  is  wider  than  I  imagined:  For 
seems  we  disagree  nu  less  about  the  foundation,  tb: 
about  the  superstructure;  and  my  younger  opponea 
does  me  justice  «  Inu  In-  adds,  "Surely  you  never  meft 
to  praise  the  Calvinists  for  guarding  this  foundation. 
No,  indeed,  Sir,  no  more  than  I  would  praise  them  fa 
placing  two  of  Ii;u  lid's  TtTupliini  upon  the  Mediator'* 
throne. 

You  are  both  conscious,  that  your  two  favourite  doc- 
trlncs  will  appear  empty    dreams,  \t  tiie  dotttitie  of 
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the  justification  of  .all  infants  without  faith  Lb  true ; 
much  more  if  the  doctrine  of  the  justification  of  adult 
persons  by  works,  both  in  the  4*7  of  trial  and  in  the 
•  day  of  judgment,  is  scriptural.    Yon  agree,  therefore, 
to  bear  your  public  testimony  against  the  Third  Check, 
where  these  doctrines  are  set  In  a  dearer  point  of 
view,  tbaov  in  my  preceding'  publications.    Permit  me 
to  remind  my  readers  of  the  reasonableness  of  the 
assertions  which  bate  so  greatly  excited  your  surprise. 
In  the  Third  Check,  (p.  47  and  48J  to  make  my 
xesdjarsnenslble,  tint  Calvinism  has  confusion,  and 
nst,  serjpture,  for  Its  foundation,  I  made  a-scriptural 
tttfsjatfon  between  the  %r  degrees  that  constitute  a 
sjfeugs  eternal-  justification,  and  each  of  these  degrees 
iM/id  a  justification,  because  I  thought  I  could 
sjatJc  as  the  oradea  of  God,  without  exposing  the 
tram  of  the  gospel  to  the  smiles  of  'Christian  wits. 
.  L  From  Bom.  ?•  18, 1  proved  the  justification  of  in- 
fests :  *  As  by  the  offence  of  Adam,  (says  the  Apostle,) 
judgment  came  upon  all  men  to  condemnation,  even 
so  by  the  righteousness  of  Christ,  the  free  gift  came 
opon  all  men  to  justification  of  life.'     In  support  of 
this  justification,  which  comes  upon  all  men  in  their 
infancy,  I  now  advance  the  following  arguments : 

1.  The  scripture  tells  us,  that  *  Christ  in  all  things 
hath  the  pre-eminence:'  But  if  Adam  is  a  more  pub- 
lic person,  a  more  general  representative  of  mankind  % 
than  Jesus  Christ;  it  is  plain,  that,  in  this  grand 
respect,  Adam  bath  the  pre-eminence  over  Christ. 
Now,  as  this  cannot  be,  as  Christ  is  at  least  equal  to 
Adam,  it  follows,  that  as  Adam  brought  a  general 
condemnation,  and  an  uui versa!  seed  of  death  upon 
all  infanta ;  so  Christ  brings  upon  them  a  general  justi- 
fication, and  an  universal  seed  of  life. 

2.  I  never  yet  saw  a  Calvinist,  who  denied  that 
Christ. died  for  Adam.  Now,  if  the  Redeemer  died  for 
our  first  parent,  he  undoubtedly  expiated  the  original 
sin,  the  first  transgression  of  Adam.  And  if  Adam's 
original  sin  was  atoned  for,  and  forgiven  to  him,  a*  t\\e 
CalrioiBts,  I  think,  generally  grant,  does  it  not  follow , 

Vol.  II  e 


that  although  all  infants  are  by  nature  children  of 
wrath,  yet  through  the  redemption  of  Christ  they  arc 
e  of  favour  or  justification?  For  how  could 
God  damn  to  all  eternity  any  of  Adam's  children  for  a 
■in  which  Christ  expiated  =  A  sin  which  was  for- 
given  almost  (i(M)O  years  ago  to  Adam,  who  committed 
it  iu  person  ? 

3.  The  force  of  this  observation  would  strike  our 
Cah'inist  brethren,  if  they  considered  that  we  were 
not  less  in  Adani's  loins,  when  Cod  rare  his  Son  to 
Adam  in  the  grand,  original  gospel  promise,  than  when 
Eve  prevailed  upon  him  to  cat  of  the  forbidden  fruit 
As  all  in  him  wen1  included  in  the  covenant  rjf  perfect 
obedience,  before  the  fall ;  so  all  in  him  were  likewise 
inieii'Mcd  in  the  covenant  uf  s?racu  and  mercy,  after 
the  fall :  And  we  have  full  as  much  reason  to  believe, 
that  some  of  Adam's  children  never  fell  with  him 
from  a  state  m'  probation,  according  to  the  old  cove- 
nant;  as  to  suppose,  that  some  of  them  never  rose 
with  him  to  a  state  of  probation,  upon  the  term* 
of  the   new  covenant,  which  stand-  upon   better  pro- 

Thus  if  we  all  received  an  unspeakable  injury,  by 
being  seuiinally  in  Adam  when  he  fell,  accuniiuj;  lo 
the  first  covenant  -,  we  all  received  also  an  un-piakahh 
bleMillg,  by  feeing  In  his  loins  when  God  «fil  -itiially 
raised  him  up,  and  placed  him  upon  gospel  ground. 
Nay,  (he  blessing  which  we  have  In  Christ,  is  far  su- 
perior to  the  curse  which  Adam  entailed  upon  us  ;  we 
stand  our  trial  upon  much  more  advantageous  terms 
than  Adam  did  in  paradise.  For  according  to  the 
first  covenant,  'judgment  was  by  one  offence  to  con- 
demnation.' tine  fin  Blink  the  transgressor.  Hot 
according  to  the  free  gift,  or  second  covenant,  pro- 
vision is  made  in  Christ  for  repenting  of,  and  rUiif 
front  '  many  offences  unto  justification.'  (Rom.  v.  1 6,  j 

4.  Cfdviuists  are  now  ashamed  of  consigning  infant" 
to  the  loimeuLs  of  hell ;  they  begin  to  extend  (heii 
r.'ectj.m  In  rftem  all.      Even  the  tianstatur  of   ?.attchim 

(.c.7f  i v.',  tbil  all  children  who  die  Vu  *feVftfewq  m 
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saved.  Now,  Sir,  if  all  children,  or  any  of  them,  are 
saved  ;  they  are  aaconditionally  justified  according  to 
our  plan;  for  they  caonot  be  '  justified  by  faith,'  ac- 
cording to  St.  Paul's  doctrine,  (Rom.  r.  1,)  as  it  is 
granted,  that  those  who  are  not  capable  of  understand- 
ing, are  not  capable  of  believing.  Nor  can  they  be 
'.justified  by  works,  according  to  St.  James's  doctrine, 
(chap.  11.  24,)  for  they  are  not  accountable  for  their 
works,  who  do  not  know  food  from  evil,  nor  their 
right  hand  from  their  left.  Nor  can  they  be  justified 
by  words,  according  to  our  Lord's  doctrine,  (Matt.  xii. 
37,)  because  they  cannot  yet  form  one  articulate  sound. 
It  follows,  then,  that  all  infants  must  be  damned,  or 
justified  without  faith,  words,  or  works,  according  to 
our  first  distinction,  But  as  you  believe  they  are 
tared,  the  first  degree  of  an  adult  saint's  justification, 
is  not  less  founded  upon  your  own  sentiments,  than 
upon  reason  and  scripture. 

II.  When  infants  grow  up,  they  are  all  called  to  be- 
lieve in  the  light  of  their  dispensation ;  and  till  they 
do,  their  personal  sins  condemn  them.  Here  appears 
the  absolute  need  of  justification  by  the  instrumen- 
tality of  faith.  This  justification  we  preach  to  Jews 
and  Heathens,  to  Pharisees  and  Publicans.  Upon  it 
we  chiefly  insist,  when  we  address  peniteut  prodigals, 
and  mourning  backsliders.  This  the  apostle  chiefly 
defends  in  his  epistles  to  the  Romans  and  Galatians. 
Our  church  strongly  maintains  it  in  her  eleventh  Ar- 
ticle :  And  as  we  are  all  agreed  about  it,  1  shall  only 
refer  to  some  passages  where  it  is  evidently  men- 
tioned.    (Rom.  v.  1  ;  Gal.  ii.  16  ;  Acts  xiii.  39.) 

III.  Whoever  hath  present  access  unto  that  grace 
wherein  they,  who  are  justified  by  faith,  do  stand,  is 
also  justified  by  works.  True  justification  by  faith  is 
then  inseparable  from  justification  by  works ;  for  '  faith 
works  by  love,'  so  long  as  it  is  living  ;  and  love  is 
productive  of  good  works.  Ip  the  apostolic  age,  as 
well  as  in  ours,  '  the  love  of  many  grew  cold/  aud 
*  concerning  faith  they  made  shipwreck,  by  not  iu\dA\\g 
to  it  brotherly  kindness,  godliness,  and  charitv .'     ftva 
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H  they  still  professed  tlie  saving  faith  of  God's  elect 
which  works  by  love,  St.  James  was  directed  by  tin 
Holy  Ghost  to  enforce  the  justification  of  a  believei 
by  works. 

Now,  dear  Sirs,  before  yon  can  reasonably  explodi 
this  justification,  you  must  execute  the  Autinoiniai 
wish  of  Lather,  and  tear  St. . J  ames's  Epistle  out  of  you: 
Bible.  But,  as  we  can  nevergive  you  leave  to  take  thi: 
liberty  with  ours,  we  shall  still  oppose  tbe  justificatioi 
of  evil  workers,  or  practical  Antinomiaus,  in  the  da' 
of  trial,  fay  sucli  scriptures  as  these  :  'Know,  O  vail 
man,  that  faith  without  works  is  dead  j— Rahab  wa 
justified  fay  works, — Abraham  was  justified  by  works  ; 
find  so  are  ail  his  legitimate  children  ;  '  for  by  work 
a   man  is  justified,  aud  not  by  faith  only.' 

IV.  As  for  the  la-t  iIciti-cl'  of'  an  adult  saint's  jnstifi 
cation,  it  is  so  fully  cslablished  upon  tbe  words  of  ou 
Lord, '  In  the  day  of  judgment  by  thy  words  shall  thot 
be  justified,'  that  Dr.  Owen  aud  multitudes  of  thi 
Puritan  divines,  as  1  have  made  it  appear  from  thei 
own  writings,  avowed  it  as  the  gospel  truth,  in  opposi 
tion  to  Dr.  Crisp's  Antinomian  error.  Nay,  during  on 
controversy,  truth  has  prevailed  ;  for,  not  withstand!^ 
the  strong  resistance  you  have  made  against  it,  yoi 
have  both  granted  all  that  we  contend  for  ;  witness  tht 
two  first  letters  of  this  Check. 

Now,  instead  of  attempting  to  prove,  at  least  by  on' 
argument,  that  these  distinctions  are  contrary  either  t 
scripture  or  reason,  Mr  Hill,  sen.,  says,  iu  his  Remarkt 
(p.  5,  6,)  "  What  really  surprises  me  beyond  all  th 
rest  is,  your  having  brought  out  two  new  justification 
since  the  Second  Check  ; — no  apologies  can  exeat 
you  for  having  concealed  tin:  matter  so  long." — Ml 
Hill,  jun.,adds  iu  the  postscript  to  his  FritndlpRemarki 
(p.  65,  66,  G7.)  "  Your  doctrine  is  a  mysterious  jum 
ble. — Your  three  [>al>ii.  aii'.ms  inuiaia  a  farrago  : — Yo 
are  quite  become  unanswerable  :— In  your  FirstChecl 
we  hear  but  of  one  justification  ;  in  your  Second,  yo 
treat  ns  with  two ;  two  more  arc  lately  invented,  an 
tfiored  in  amongst  the  rest ;— These  {qui  frtWmtftn 


m,  y? 

iiiay  be  doubled  anil  double:] ,  til!  titer  amount  to  four- 
score ;  Your  i  magi  a  alio  u  is  fertile,  yon  can  invent 
them  by  dozen*." 

trouble  you  with  a  simile.  I  maintain,  that  the  ape  of 
man  in  general  may  properly,  autl  at  times  necessarily 
must  be  considered,  as  made  up  of  four  different  stages; 
infancy,  youth,  ripe  years,  and  old  age.  Two  Masters 
of  Arts,  who  would  make  the  world  believe,  that  youth 
and  old  age  are  the  same,  smile  at  the  absurdity  of  this 
four-fold  distinction.  "  How  inconsistent  are  you," 
saytbey:  "Some  time  ago  you  spoke  of  the  age  of 
man  in  general,  and  tolJ  us,  it  was  three- score  years 
and  ten.  Yesterday,  you  treated  us  with  a  dissertation 
npon  youth  and  old  age.  To-day  two  more  ages,  in- 
fancy aud  ripe  years,  are  invented,' and  shoved  in  among 
the  rest.  Your  fertile  iiuagiinitinii  rimy  il"iibie  find  double 
these  four  ages  till  they  amount  to  four-son.'  ;  nay,  yon 
can  invent  them  by  dozens."  This  humorous  answer 
highly  delights  thousands,  and  in  mystic  Geneva  such 
wit  passes  for  argument;  but  some  in  England  begin  to 
ask,  "  Shall  we  be  for  ever  the  dupes  of  Geneva  logic  t" 
2.  It  is  a  very  great  mistake,  (hat,  "  In  the  First 
Check  we  hear  but  of  one,  justification  j"  for  though  I 
there  treat  principally  of  justification  by  faith,  because 
Mr.  Wesley  pri i> I'i pally  meant  it  in  the  Minutes,  yet,  p. 
47,  the  justification  of  Infants  is  thus  described  :  It  Is 
"  that  general  benevolence  of  our  merciful  God  towards 
liuful  mankind,  whereby,  tlirmnrh  the  Lamb  slain  from 
the  foundation  of  the  world,  he  casts  a  propitious  look 
upon  us,  and  freely  makes  us  partaker?  of  '  the  light 
that  enlightens  every  man  who  comes  into  the  world.' 
'Ill is  general  loving  kindness  is  certainly  previous  to 
any  thing  we  can  do  to  find  it ;  for  it  always  prevents 
us,  saying  to  us  in  our  very  infancy,  Live,  and  in  con- 
sequence of  it,  our  Lord  says,  '  Let  little  children  Come 
tato  roe,  for  of  such  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven.'  This 
is  not  all.  P.  47,  and  48,  I  particularly  describe , "  Jus- 
tification by  faith"  iu  Ihe  day  ol  conversion,  tttil  tx.- 
aly  mention  "  Justification  by  words  (or  worVs)  \n 
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a  day  of  judgment ;  "  and  common   ten.se   dictates, 

it  none  can  be  jnstiiieil  by  wink-  in  the  day  of  judg- 
:,  but  those  who,  according  to  St.  James's  doctrine, 
nave  been  justified  by  works  in  this  life.  How  rash, 
then,  is  the  assertion,  that  I  liave  invented  any  new 
justification  since  the  First  Check  !  How  weak  is  that 
cause,  which  a  Master  of  Arts  cm:  not  support  but  by 
witticism,  founded  upon  as  palpable  a  mistake  as  that 
"  one  and  three  do  not  make  more  than  one  I" 

And  is  the  doctrine  of  a  glorified  nint'l  complete 
justification  changed  in  the  Second  Check  ?  No  ;  for 
the  author  of  Pielas  Oxoniensis,  in  Ills  answer  to  that 
hook,  (Review,  p.  12^)  upbraids  me  with  saying 
therein,  "  By  faith  a  man  is  justified  at  his  conversion, 
hut  by  works  he  is  justified"  on  earth  "  in  the  honr 
of  trial,  as  Abraham  when  he  offered  up  Isaac,"  Or 
"  in  a  court  of  judicature,  as  St.  Paul  at  the  bar  of 
Festus."  Atld  again,  "  By  works  lie  is  justified  before 
tbe  judgment-seat  of  Christ,  as  every  one  will  be,  whose 
fill th  when  he  goes  hence  is  found  working  hy  lore." 
I  grant,  however,  that  I  did  not  mention  the  justifica- 
tion of  infants  in  the  Second  Cheek  ■  but  this  does  not 
prove,  that  1  "[concealed  a  matter  of  such  importanee." 
For  I  had  plainly  mentioned  it  in  the  f-'indicalion,  and 
Mr.  Shirley  not  having  op  jinked  it  in  his  ti'arrative,  as 
he  had  done  justification  by  works  in  the  great  day,  it 
would  have  been  al.-nrd  to  spend  time  in  establishing 
it. 

If  you  ask,  why  I  have  distinguished  between  justifi- 
cation by  works  to-day,  and  justification  by  works  in 
the  dayof  judgment-  1  answer,  For  two  reasons,  (1.) 
St-J antes  and  Mr.  Hill,  jim.,  do  so  :  "  Bahab  was  justi- 
fied by  works,  at  the  time  when  she  received  the 
spies."  (Fritndly  Remarks,  p.  38.)  (2.)  The  propriety 
and  importance  of  this  distinction,  appear  from  the 
following  consideration.  Many  may  be  justified  by 
works  to-day,  who  shall  lie  cuiidcirint'd  by  works  '  in 
the  day  of  judgment.' 

Take  an  instance.  When  St.  Paul  chose  Demas 
to  be  Iiia   fellow-la  dourer,    Detnas  was  uwdoabtedlv 
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justified  by  works,  and  not  by  faith  ouly ;  for  the  apos- 
tle woald  not  have  been  unequally  yoked  with  au  evil 
worker,  any  more  than  with  an  unbeliever.  Neverthe- 
less, in  the  day  of  judgment,  if  we  may  believe  John 
Banyan,  Demaa  shall  be  condemned  by  his  latter, 
instead  of  being  justified  by  his  former  works. 

But  I  have  said,  Second  Check,  that "  a  man  is  justi- 
fied by  faith  when  his  backslidings  are  healed,"  as  well 
as  at  his  first  conversion.  And  as  he  may  nil  from, 
and  return  to  God  ten  times,  a  ncetions  opponent  is 
ready  to  charge  me  with  holding  ten,  perhaps, "  three- 
score justifications"  by  faith*  Witty,  bat.  groundless 
is  the  charge;  for  supposing  I  lose  and  find  the  same 
guinea  ten  times,  am  I  not  mistaken  if  I  fancy  that  I 
have  found  ten  guineas  ?  Or  if  yon  draw  back  sixty 
times  from  a'  bright  sun-shine  into  a  dark  cave,  and 
sixty  times  come  into  the  son-shine  again,  do  1  uot 
offer  violence  to  reason  if  I  maintain,  that  you  have 
got  into  "three-score*'  sun-shines  >  Here  you  say, 
"  Illustrations  are  no  proofs  at  all."  I  grant  it ;  never- 
theless, when  the  proofs  are  gone  before,  just  illustra- 
tions wonderfully  help  many  readers  to  detect  the  fal- 
lacy of  a  plausible  argument. 

But  supposing  I  had  not  mentioned  the  different  de- 
grees of  an  adult  saint's  justification  either  in  the  First 
or  Second  Check,  would  you  uot,  Gentlemen,  have  ex- 
posed Geneva  Logic,  as  you  have  now  done  your  inat- 
tention, if  you  had  hoped  to  set  plain  scripture  aside  by 
saying,  "  It  comes  too  late.  You  placed  it  in  the  Third 
Check;  it  should  have  been  produced  in  the  First  ?" 
Does  not  such  an  argument  hurt  your  cause  more  than 
a  prudent  silence  would  have  done  ? 

However,  if  you  cannot  put  out  the  candle  with 
which  we  search  the  streets  of  mystic  Geneva,  and  ex- 
amine the  foundation  of  its  towers,  you  both  agree  to 
amuse  the  Calvin ists,  by  bringing  Mr.  Wesley*  upon 

•  The  prejudice  of  my  opponents  against  Mr.  Wesley,  makes 
them  catch  at  every  shadow  of  opportunity,  to  place  him  in  a 
contemptible  tight  before  the  world.      Witness    their   exdauxiAtit 
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tlic  stage  of  controversy.  He  said,  above  twenty  years 
ngu  in  one  of  his  jouruala,  "  1  cannot  hut  maintain,  at 
least  till  I  have  clearer  light,  that  the  Justification 
which  is  spoken  of  by  St.  Paul  to  the  [tomans,  and  in 
utrr  Articles,  is  not  two- fold  ;  it  is  one  and  no  more." 
Here  Mr.  Hill,  jnn.,  particularly  triumphs,  "  By  your 
four  degrees  of  a  Rloriiied  saint'-  justification,  you  hate 
thrown  your  own  friend  in  the  dirt,"  says  he,  "  help 

To  this  I  answer,  that  if  Mr.  Wesley,  by  the  justlfi- 
eatiou  spoken  of  by  St.  Paul  to  the  ) tomans,  meant  that 
which  the  apostle  purposely  maintains  in  that  epistle, 
and  which  our  church  explicitly  asserts  in  her  eleventh 
article,  my  vindicated  friend  speaks  a  great  truth  when 

Against  him,  fur  having  suffered  me  In  make  an  honourable  mention 


Grey-headed,  useful,  an 
not  only  :- :  utL-i-  another 
ha  ought  to  magnify  hi 


re  abundant.'  &c._ After  th 
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he  says,  that  this  justification  is  one  aud  no  more ;  fur 
it  13  evidently  justification  -by  faith.  Bat  supposing  he 
had  not  properly  considered  either  the  justification  of 
infants  without  faith  and  works,  or  the  justification  of 
believers  by  works  in  the  day  of  trial,  and  in  the  day 
of  Judgment ;  what  would  yon  infer  from  thence  ? 
That  the  scriptures  which  speak,  of  such  justifications 
are  false  ?  The  conclusion  would  be  worthy  of  Geneva 
Logic !  Weigh  your  argument  in  the  balance  of  Eng- 
lish Logic,  and  you  will  find  it  is  wanting.  Twenty- 
three,  or,  if  yon  please,  three  years  ago,  Mr.  Wesley 
wanted  clearer  light,  to  distinguish  between  the  justifi- 
cation of  a  sinner  by  fitith,  and  the  justification  of  a 
believer  by  works  x  But  two  years  ago  0ed  gave  him 
tins  clearer  light,  and  he  immediately  called  his  friends 
to  "  review  the  whole  affair/'  and  help  him  to  make  a 
firm  stand  for  St  James's  pure  religion,  against  Dr. 
Crisp's  defiled  Gospel :  Therefore,  say  my  opponents, 
St.  James's  and  Jesus  Christ's  justification  of  a  believer 
by  works,  is  a  "  dreadful  heresy,"  and  Mr.  Wesley  is 
"  thrown  in  the  dirt.**  Is  the  conclusion  worthy  of 
two  Masters  of  Arts  ?  May  I  not  more  reasonably  draw 
just  a  contrary  inference,  and  say,  therefore,  Mr.  Wes- 
ley shakes  the  very  dust,  or,  if  you  please,  the  very 
"  dirt"  of  Geneva  from  off  his  feet,  and  exhorts  his 
flocks  to  do  the  same  through  the  three  kingdoms  ? 

n.  As  our  controversy  centres  in  the  point  of  justifi- 
cation by  works,  both  in  the  day  of  the  trial  of  faith, 
and  in  the  day  of  judgment ;  whatever  my  opponents 
advance  against  this  I  shall  endeavour  to  answer. 

"  The  scriptures  (says  Mr.  Hill,  sen.,  Remarks,  p.  5,) 
always  speak  of  justification  as  perfect/  full,  aud  com- 
plete." For  an  answer  to  this  bold,  uoscriptural  asser- 
tion, I  refer  the  reader  to  the  preceding  pages  where, 
he  will  easily  see,  that  although  God's  work  is  always 
perfect,  so  far  as  it  goes;  yet  as  final  justification 
depends  upon  perseverance  in  the  faith,  and  as  perse- 
verance in  the  faith  is  inseparably  connected  with  '  pa- 
tient continuance  in  well-doing,'  it  is  unscriptural  aud 
absurd  to  assert,  that  final  justification  is  complex^, 
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before  we  can  say  with  St.  Paul,  '  I  am  ready  to  Ire 
offered  up;  1  have  fought  the  good  ''sK  I  have  finish- 
ed my  course,  I  have  kept  the  faith;'  or  rather,  before 
Christ  himself  says  to  us,  '  Well  done,  good  aud  faith- 
ful servants,  enter  into  the  joy  of  your  Lord.' 

III.  P.  4.  "  Yon  do  us  great  injustice  in  supposing, 
that  we  believe,  or  assert,  any  souls  may  strive,  re- 
farm,  and  pray  without  any  possibility  of  escaping 
hell.  When  you  made  ihc  above  assertion,  did  you 
not  know,  in  your  own  conscience,  that  you  charged  us 
wrongfully  ?" 

In  the  presence  of  God,  I  answer  in  the  negative. 
If  you  maintain,  that  Christ  never  died  for  a  certain, 
fixed  number  of  men,  yon  must  of  conseqoeuce  be- 
lieve, that  those  ivhom  he  never  died  for,  can  never 
flee  from  the  wrath  to  come,  though  theyshoald  strive, 
reform,  and  pray  ever  so  much. 

If  you  are  consistent,  you  must  he  persuaded,  thai 
though  Mr.  Wcslt'y,  for  ex  urn  pic,  has  prayed,  strove, 
and  reformed  for  abort  forty  year*,  yet  if  he  ia  nol 
one  of  what  you  call  "  the  happy  number,"  be  shall 
inevitably  lie  damned. 

IV.  P.  8.  You  refer  me  to  your  "  striking  quotatiot 
of  Luther,  concerning  the  distinction  between  a  be. 
lievcr  and  his  actions."  I  answer,  (1.)  Luther's  bait 
assertions  go  for  nothing  with  us,  when  they  stand  ir 
direct  opposition  to  St.  James's  Epistle,  which,  h 
one  of  his  Autiuoitiiati  fits,  he  wanted  to  burn  oat  o 
the  way.  (2.)  This  assertion  contradicts  common senst 
aud  daily  experience,  which  agree  to  depose  that  ex 
eepting  die  case  ul  lunatics  :uni  delirious  persons,  met 
arc  like  their  actions,  when  those  actions  are  takei 
together  with  their  principle  and  design. 

V.  You  add  in  the  same  page,  "  It  was  happy  fo 
David,  that,  when  he  fell  so  grossly,  he  had  a  ruerci 
fill,  gracious,  prom  i.-e-kcqii  rig  Cod  to  deal  with  ;  am 
that  he  fell  not  into  the  hands  of  Arminians  and  Per 
lectionbts."  1  retort,  "  It  was  happy  for  Clodins,  tha 
if  he   turuad  from  his  wicked  way,    he   had    not   ai 

unmerciful,  ungracious,  and  promise -breaking  God  ti 
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deal  with,  and  fell  not  into  tlie  hands  '•!  an  inexor- 
able Moloch,  before  whom  poor  reprobated  Heathens 
can  find  no  place  for  re  pent  ante,  though  they  should 
seek  it  carefully  with  tear*."  As  for  your  insinuation, 
that  Artuinians  and  Perfections  is  (as  such)  arc  mer- 
ciless to  backslider?,  it  is  groundless  ;  we  are  taught 
to  '  restore  the  fallen  in  the  spirit  of  meekness,'  as 
well  as  you.  And  (to  the  praise  of  divine  wisdoiL  I 
write  it)  we  are  enabled  to  do  it  without  encouraging 
them  to  retnru  to  their  wallowing  in  the  mire  of  sin, 
by  dangerous  insinuations,  that  relapses  into  it  will 
'  work  for  ihcir  good.' 

VI.  While  we  speak  of  David  and  Clodius,  it  may 
be  proper  to  dwell  a.  moment  apon  their  case.  Clodiui, 
a  young  Heathen,  forsakes  his  one  wife,  and  David, 
an  elderly  Jew,  forsakes  his  seven  wives  and  ten  eou- 
cnbines,  to  commit  the  crime  of  adultery  with  women 
whose  husband.-  they  liaic  ju.-t  murdered.  1  maintain, 
(hat  David  it  more  guilty  than  Clodius,  and  that  his 
crime  is  so  much  the  more  atrocious  than  that  of  the 
noble  Heathen,  as  he  commits  it  against  greater  light 
and  knowledge,  against  greater  mercies  and  more  so- 
lemn vows,  perhaps  with  more  deliberation,  and  cer- 
tainly with  less  temptalton  from  the  ferments  of  youth- 
ful blood,  and  the  want  of  variety. 

But  you  still  dissent  from  me,  and  persist  to  say, 
f  p.  9,)  that  "  David  remained  absolved  from  the  curse 
of  the  law,  whilst  Clodius  lay  under  it."  And  how 
can  you  prove  it  ?  "  David,"  say  you,  "  was  a  be- 
liever." 1  reply,  No,  he  was  an  impenitent  adulterer, 
and  n  treacherous  murderer  ;  and  these  characters 
are  as  incompatible  with  that  of  a  believer,  as  heaven 
is  irreeoncilcablc  with  hell,  and  Christ  with  Belial. 
Jf  a  man  can  lie  a  believer,  i.  e.,  a  member  of  Christ, 
a  child  of  fiod,  and  an  inheritor  of  the  kingdom  of 
heaven,  while  he  wallows  in  the  filth  of  adultery, 
and  imbrues  his  hands  in  innocent  blood,  farewell 
Christianity,  farewell  Heathen  morality,  farewell  com- 
mon decency.'  We  are  come  to  (he  non  f>(u<i  ultra  ot 
Truth    and  virtue,  law  and  s,Q6ioe\, 
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evealod  religion,  art  buried  in  a  common 
grave.  Alas  !  my  dear  Sir,  what  can  the  wildest  Ranter, 
what  ran  Satan  himself  desire  more  f 

A  deistical  gentleman  lately  ijI.-l-ivl-iI,  that  all  reli- 
gion consisted  in  morality,  and  that  nevertheless  Reve- 
lation was  an  useful  contrivance  of  wise  politicians, 
to  keep  the  vulgar  in  awe,  ;.nd  enforce  the  practice  of 
moral  duties  among  the  populace,  lint,  a!as  !  the  un- 
happy turn  which  you  give  to  Revelation,  does  not 
i  leave  it  the  poor  use  which  a  deist  will  allow 
3  have.  Nay,  ynur  scheme,  far  from  enforcing 
morality,  sets  it  aside  at  a  stroke.  For,  if  a  man  that 
actually  commits  adultery,  treachery,  and  murder,  is 
a  pleasant  child  of  God ;  why  should  not  a  drunkard, 
a  swearer,  a  thief,  or  a  traitor,  be  also  accomplishing 
"'I  holy  decrees  ?  Why  should  he  not  prove  his 
ant  child,  as  well  as  a  wanton  adulterer  and  a 
jirrfiiiiuus  murderer  ;  Is  not  this  stripping  the  wo- 
man, the  Chrialiisn  (.'lunch,  of  the  gloiious.  garment 
nf  holiness,  in  which  -lie  came  down  from  heaven? 
Il  it  not  exposing  her  to  horrid  derision,  without 
:h  as  a  scrap,  1  shall  not  say  of  exalted  piety, 
hut  even  of  Heathen  morality,  to  keep  herself  detent 
before  a  world  of  mocking  infidels?  Hath  not  this 
doctrine  driven  <  !e!icv,i  1 1<  ml  1 1  n  i  u;  Iniii  deism  ?  And  il 
It  not  likely  to  have  the  same  effect  upou  all,  who 
tan  draiv  a  just  inference  from  your  dangerous  pee- 
Hitherto  Protcslaiiis  In  crucial  have  granted  to  the 
Papis's,  that  although  good  ivorks  arc  not  meritorious, 
(if  any  higher  idea  than  that  of  rewardable  is  fixed  to 
that  word,)  yet  they  are  necessary  to  salvation  :  But 
since  the  doctrine  of  finished  salvation  pours  in  upon 
us  like  a  flood  ;  since  good  men  do  nut  scruple  to  tell 
the  world,  that  the  salvation  of  a  Woody  adulterer,  in 
flagranti  delicto,  is  finished,  and  that  he  is  ■  pluMM 
child  of  God,  -fully  accepted  iintl  completely  iu.-iiii.d, 
what  have  good  works  to  do  with  salvation  ?  We  may 
Duly  dispense  with  them,  hut  do  the  most  horrid 
works.     Yea,  "the  wheel"  of  adultcrv,t,ieacteq1and 
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nnrder,  may  "run  round  and  round  agaiu,"  for  ten 
months,  without  interrupting  the  finibhed  salvation 
of  the  elect ;  any  more  than  praying,  weeping,  and 
reforming  for  ten  years,  will  prevent  the  finished 
damnation  of  the  reprobates. 

But  lest  yon  should  say,l "  blind  the  eyes  of  the  read- 
ers with  deceitful  dust,"  I  meet  yon  on  the  solid  ground 
where  St.  James  stood,  when  he  opposed  the  primitive 
Anttaomians^.and,  taking  that  holy  apostle's  gospel  - 
tramp,  I  sound  an  alarm  in  Laodicea,  and  cry  ont  to  the 
drowsy  world  of  Nicolaitan  professors,  whether  they 
hear  the  word  at  the  Lock-chapel,  or  at  the  Foundery, 
*  Awake,  ye  that  sleep,  and  arise  from  the  dead.  Shew 
your  faith  by  your  works.  Know  ye  not,  O  vain  men, 
that  faith  without  works  is  dead,'  that  it  is  a  putre- 
fying, ill-emeHing  corpse  ?  Help,  ye.  men  of  God, 
help  ns  to  bury  it  out  of  the.  way  of  good  works.  Let 
frighted  Morality  dig  a  grave  ;  let  indignant  Piety  cast 
the  horrid  nuisance  into  it.  And,  while  we  commit 
it  to  hell,  whence  it  came,  while  the  devils  who  be- 
lieve, feed  upon  the  noisome  carcass,  let  Bishop  Cop- 
per himself,  attended  by  the  author  of  Pietas  Oxoni- 
ejisis,  say  over  the  grave,  "Justifying  faith,  whereby 
we  are  saved,  cannot  be  without  good  works.  Dead 
and  damnable  is  the  faith  which  is  consistent  with 
adultery  and  murder."  Aud  let  all  the  church  say 
"  Amen,"  and  contend  for  6  the  faith  of  God's  elect/ 
the  faith  maintained  by  St.  Paul  and  St.  James,  the 
faith  recommended  in  Mr.  Wesley's  Minutes,  the  living 
raith  that  works  by  obedient  love. 

VII.  P.  10.  In  defence  of  your  cause,  you  produce 
those  words  of  our  Lord  to  the  proud  Pharisees,  *  Pub- 
licans and  harlots  go  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven  be- 
fore you.'  Surely,  Sir,  you  would  not  insinuate,  that 
God  takes  extortioners  and  strumpets  into  heaven  as 
such,  and  that  adultery  and  whoredom  are  a  ready 
way  to  glory !  I  know  you  start  from  the  horrid  in- 
sinuation. And,  nevertheless,  I  fear  this  doctrine  na- 
turally flows  from  the  manner  in  which  the  ^amge. 
is  quoted.    I  always  thought  those  words  of  out  V»o\A 
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meant,  that  publicans  and  harlots  could  sooner  be  re- 
claimed  from  their  execrable  courses  of  life  than  self- 
hardened  Pharisees  from  their  diabolical  pride  ;  and 
that,  while  Christ  would  admit  a  penitent  Magdalen 
into  leavm,  1111  wotilrl  thrust  an  impenitent  Pharisee 
into  hell.  Hut  what  is  this  to  the  purpose  ?  Does  this 
make  the  case  of  David,  or  any  other  sinner  better, 
while  they  remain  in  a  stale  of  impenitency  ? 

VIII,  P.  3.  You  have  answered  this  question :  "  David 
in  Uriah's  bedi  (yon  say,)  in  a  sense  was  not  impeni- 
tent. The  grace  of  repentance,  &c.  did  lie  like  a  spark 
covered  with  ashes."    To  this  I  reply  i 

1.  If  by  a  spark  or  seed  of  repentance,  you  under- 
stand a  ray  of  that  <|uickeuiii:T  '  Ik-hr,  h  hie!)  enlightens 
every  uian  who  comes  into  the  world,'  and  endues 
him  with  a  gracious  capacity  of  repenting  during  the 
daj  of  salvation,  we  are  agreed  ;  supposing  you  grant 
ns,  that  while  Clodius  denied  lii-  iicidiLnur'.s  bed  in 
Rome,  he  was  such  a  penitent  as  David  when  he  com- 
mitted the  same  crime  in  Jerusalem. 

2.  We  deny,  that  a  capacity  of  repentance  is  in  a 
sense  repentance,  any  more  than  a  capacity  of  obey- 
ing is  in  a  sense  obedience.  According  to  your  idea 
of  that  sort  of  repentance,  which  David  had  when  he 
committed  murder,  the  most  abandoned  profligates, 
wbo  have  not  yet  tilled  up  the  measure  ef  their  iniqui- 
ties, are  all  in  a  soil  peninnt ;  and  Adam  when  he  ate 
the  forbidden  fruit  was  in  a  sort  obedieut. 

3.  Your  assertion  is  unscriptural.  You  cannot  pro- 
duce one  passage  to  prove,  that  a  murderer,  or  an 
adulterer,  in  flagrante  delicto,  is  a  penitent  in  any 
sense.  If  David  was  a  penitent,  because  repentance 
lay  in  his  heart  as  a  spark  buried  under  ashes  ;  1  may 
say,  in  direct  opposition  to  the  words  of  our  Lord, 
that 'the  wicked  and  slothful  servant'  was,  in  some 
sense,  good  am!  diligent,  ln-iau.se  his  master's  talent 
lay  buried  in  his  napkin. 

4.  Yon  insinuate,  that  the  ashes  which  covered  the 
tjKu-k  of  David's  repentance  were"  his  siu."   'Hie  com- 


porison  is  not  very  fortunate  ;  for  ashes  frequently  pre- 
serve the  spark  which  they  WWW  ;  but  (lie  coin  mis  lion 
01  murder  always  tends  in  qncni'l;  rlic-  Spirit.  If  yon 
say,  '  that  David  repented'  in  some  toil,  while  he  sin- 
ned, because  he  undoubtedly  Hnned  iviili  remorse  of 
conscience  :  I  reply,  (1.)  That  he  seems  to  have  en- 
joyed his  crimes  at  least,  with  as  much  carnal  security 
as  Clodins  could  possibly  do. — (2.)  If  remorse  is  con- 
founded with  repentance,  hell  is  filled  with  penitents ; 
and  most  drunkard*  aid  niordeTers  are  in  a  sort  peni- 
tent ;  for  when  they  sin,  they  do  it  frequently  with 
touch  reluctance. 

5,  This  srheme  of  a  sort  of  repentance,  covered  as 
a  spark  in  the  heart  of  those  whose  eyes  are  full  of 
adultery,  and  hands  full  of  blood,  is  attended  with  the 
most  fatal  consequences.  It  tends  to  breed  negligence 
in  the  hearts  of  believers,  and  carnal  security  in  the 
breasts  of  apostates ;  for  how  can  the  former  be  care- 
ful not  to  lose  what  is  iuaniissihle  ?  And  how  can 
the  latter  endeavour  to  recover  what  they  have  not 
lost?  Again,  it  supersedes  the  distinction  there  is 
between  the  righteous  and  the  wicked,  and  opens  the 
door  to  the  most  horrid  confusion  in  the  moral  world. 
Has  not  a  traitor  as  much  right  to  plead  the  spark  of 
loyalty,  a  drunkard  the  spark  of  sobriety,  and  a  high- 
wayman the  spark  of  honesty,  cmeri'il  under  the  ashes 
of  his  sin  ;  as  you  have  to  plead  the  spark  of  repent- 
ance, chastity,  and  brotherly  love,  that  lay  covered  in 
the  heart  of  David  duvirisj  hi-  Imii;  apostaey  ? 

6,  But  this  is  not  all :  If  yonr  doctrine  is  true,  that 
of  Christ  and  his  apostles  is  evidently  false.  For  St. 
Paul  says  to  the  Corinthians,  '  turamioe  yourselves 
whether  you  are  in  die  faith.'  And  he  gives  them 
this  rule  of  examination,  '  Be  not  deceived ;  neither 
fornicators,  nor  adulterers,  4c,  have  any  inheritance 
in  the  kingdom  of  Christ.'  Now,  if  a  man  who  com- 
mits adultery  and  murder,  may  have  a  spark  of  grace 
and  repentance,  which  actually  constitutes  him  a  plea- 
sant child  of  God,  hoiv  can  be  know,  by  the  aposflt's 


rule,  whether  lie  is  in  the  faith  or  not.1  St.  John  says, 
with  apos  to)  ic  bio  utiles  s,  'He  Ibtt  cominitteth  sin  is 
of  the  devil :'  Ves,  hi  Home,  rejiliea  one  who  is  versed 
in  your  divinity  ;  hut  iu  Jerusalem,  he  that  committed! 
adultery  anil  murder  may  he  in  a  sine  penitent,  conse- 
quently a  man  after  God's  own  heart.  Again, '  By  their 
fruits  ye  shall  km.nv  [hem/  says  our  Lord,  when  he 
speaks  of  wolves  in  sheep's  clntliing.  Now,  it  is  clear, 
that  if  your  doctrine  ia  true,  even  when  they  commit 
adultery  and  murder,  it  cannot  he  known  whether  tlicy 
are  wolves,  because  the  spark  of  chastity  aud  rharity 
that  constituted  David  a  plcn-ant  child  during  his  dread- 
ful fall,  may  be  concealed  under  their  debaucheries 
and  barbarities. 

IX.  P.  13.  To  enforce  your  doctrine  of  a  two- 
fold, and,  as  it  appears  to  me,  Jesuitical  will  in  God, 
you  again  produce  God's  forbidding  murder  to  free 
agents  :  And  to  this  prohibition  you  oppose  the  murder 
which  the  Jews  committed  is  free  agents,  when  '  by 
wicked  hands  tbey  crucified  Christ,  who  was  delivered 
to  them  by  the  determinate  cuimr-cl  atid  to  it  knowledge 
of  God.'  I  hope,  Sir,  you  would  not  intimate,  that  God 
solemnly  forbids  murder  by  his  revealed,  and  forcibly 
enjoins  it  by  Ilia  secret  will !  To  what  I  have  already 
said  on  the  point  in  the  Third  Check,  (p.  506,)  I  now 
add,  (1.)  God  never  instigated  the  Jews  to  murder 
Christ.  On  the  contrary,  he  frequently  restrained 
theni  from  the  commisHUn  of  their  intended  crime. 
'  Ye  seek  tu  kill  me,'  said  Jesii's  to  them  many  months 
before  tlicy  actually  did  it.    They  even  made  open  at- 

— tempts  to  stone  him,  and  cast  him  down  a  precipice, 
before  the  time  foretold.— (a.)  When  that  time  was 
come,  God  being  about  to  give  his  Son  a  ransom  for 
the  many,  '  by  his  determinate  counsel,'  that  one 
should  die  for  all  (  and  scemir  '  hy  hi-  fm  (.-knowledge,' 
that  the  Jews,  who  thirsted  for  his  blood,  would  nut 
him  to  death,  he  no  longer  hindered  them  from  taking 
him.  Thus  Jesus  went  to  meet  their  malicious  hand, 
in  Ibc  garden  of  Gethsemane,  and  said,'  I  am  he  whom 

ye  ,«eek.  '—(.1.)  This  only  shows,  that  uiv'iue  PrtMdv.ttce 
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sometimes  suffers  mora!  agents  to  commit  outwardly 
the  ains  which  they  have  already  committed  in  their 
own  breasts  :  And  he  suffers  it,  that  they  may  come  to 
condign  punishment,  or  that  other  wicked  men  may  be 
punished  i  Sometimes  also,  (hat  good  men  may  be 
tried,  hypocrites  detected,  and  the  godly  made  perfect 
by  sufferings,  like  their  Lord. 

X.  P.  13.  In  support  of  the  same  mistake,  you  add, 
"  Yon  believe  it  to  be  God's  revealed  will,  that  every 
man  should  love  his  brother  as  himself;  yet  it  was 
certainly  according  to  the  secret  will  of  Hod,  that 
Joseph's  brethren  should  sell,  [why  do  you  not  say, 
should  hate]  him,  and  that  he  should  go  into  Egypt; 
otherwise  Joseph  must  have  told  a  gross  untruth,  when 
he  said,  '  God  did  send  me  to  preserve  life  i — It  was 
not  yon  that  sent  me  hither,  but  God.'  " 

To  vindicate  what  1  beg  leave  to  call  God's  honesty, 
permit  me  to  observe,  (1.)  That  I  had  rather  believe, 
Joseph  told  once  a  gross  nut  roth,  than  suppose  that 
God  perpetually  e<|uivo™ics.—  ;'2.)  You  must  not  raise 
a  doctrine  upon  two  sentences  which  Joseph  spake  as 
a  fond  brother,  rather  than  as  a  judicious  divine.  When 
he  saw  his  brethren  confounded,  aud  when,  in  a  cor- 
dial embrace,  he  mixed  his  tears  of  joy  with  their  tears 
of  shame  and  repentance,  how  natural  was  it  for  him 
to  draw  a  veil  over  their  crime,  and  to  comfort  them, 
by  observing  with  wliiil  [iruvidentiii]  ni-iloin  God  had 
over-ruled  a  circumstance  which  attended  their  sin? 
(3.)  All  that  you  can  therefore  infer  from  Joseph's 
case  is,  that  God  would  have  his  brothers  love  him  as 
free  agents;  and  that  when,  as  free  agents,  they  chose 
to  hate  and  murder  him,  the  Lord,  to  save  his  life  and 
bring  about  his  deep  designs,  excited  some  compassion 
in  their  breasts :  Hence  they  thought  it  less  cruel, 
while  the  pr'jvnloiitla!  ;i|.|>e ■nance  of  the  Ishmadites 
made  it  appear  more  profitable,  to  sell  him  as  a  slave, 
than  to  starve  him  to  death  in  a  pit.  Thus  God,  con- 
trary to  their  intention,  but  not  contrary  to  his  ovrn 
law,  scot  him  info  E$ypt  to  preserve  life.  But  vrt«tt  va 
J      Ms  to  the  pwpote  I     Was  it  GoU's  secret,   effectual 
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will,  that  Joseph's  brothers  should  hate  him,  while  his 
revealed  will  commanded  tliein  to  love  him,  under  pain 
of  eternal  damnation  ?  Before  yon  can  establish  this 
doctrine,  you  must  prove,  that  man  is  a  mere  machine, 
and  God  a  mere  Moloch. 

XI.  Bat  to  excuse  yourself,  you  ask,  (p.  12,)  "  By 
speaking  of  Die  secret  and  revealed  will  of  God,  do  I 
si]|i|iOSc  that  (">il  ha.-  tivn  contrary  wills  "-"  Uudouht-  ■ 
edly  vim  do,  honoured  .Sir,  if  you  an:  consistent.  God's 
revealed  will,  for  example,  is,  that  '  all  the  families  of 
tile  earth  should  he  blessed  in  Christ,'  with  '  the  grace 
that  briru-eth  -nlv.ition  to  all  men;'  but  by  his  secret 
will,  if  we  may  believe  Calvin,  most  families  of  the 
earth  are  absolutely  cursed  :  A  decree  of  pretention 
eternally  excludes  them  from  an  interest  in  Christ,  aud 
from  the  least  degree  of  saving  grace. 

Again,  it  is  God's  revealed  will,  that '  all  men  every 
where  should  repent,'  under  penalty  of  destrnction  ; 
But  upon  your  plan  of  doctrine,  it  is  his  secret,  effec- 
tual wiil,  that  most  men,  even  all  the  re  pro  hates,  shall 
never  repent.  And,  indeed,  limv  .-liuuld  they,  if  he 
hardens  tlicm  cither  from  their  mother's  womb,  or 
from  the  loins  of  their  first  parent  >  Once  more,  it  is 
God's  revealed  will,  that  all  men  should  believe  the 
gospel,  and  be  saved  as  free  agents,  if  they  submit  to 
Ids  gracious  and  easy  terms  :  But  according  to  your 
scheme,  it  is  his  secret,  indefectible  will,  either  that 
there  shall  be  no  gospel,  or  only  a  lying  gospel  for 
most  men  ;  and  that  there  shall  be  no  conditions  or 
terms  in  the  gospel.  Hence  we  are  openly  told,  that 
God  does  not  treat  with  the  sons  of  men  in  a  way  of 
condition  ;  his  laureate  ln-iiii;  absolute,  like  himself, 
"  I  will,  and  you  shall  :"  That  is,  "  Ye  elect,  I  will 
that  ye  believe  aud  be  saved,  and  you  i-hall  believe  and 
be  saved:  And  ye  reprobates.  1  will  thai  you  sin  and 
be  damned,  and  you  -hall  -in  and  be  damned."  If  you 
do  not  hold  those  propn-itinns,  vim  are  with  reason 
ashamed  of  (  all  inisrn  -  if  you  hull  I  ihem,  you  certainly 
maintain  that  there  are  two  contrary  wills  in  God, 
whether  you  sujipose  that  you  do  so  ot  out. 
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Xll.  One  more  observation,  and  I  have  done.  In 
your  Five  Letters  yon  have  opposed  this  proposition, 
"  Believing  is  previous  to  justification,"  and  said,  "  I 
deny  that  believing  precedes  justification"  in  the  day  of 
conversion.  I  have  observed  in  my  reply,  that  this 
assertion  sets  aside  justification  by  faith ;  because  if 
believing  does  not  precede  justification,  there  is  no 
need  of  believing  in  order  to  be  justified.  "  This  is  dis- 
ingenuous :  (say  you,  Remarks,  p.  10  :)  Where  do  I 
assert  Chat  justification  precedes  believing  ?  I  believe 
that  true  faith  and  justification  are  as  inseparable  as 
fire  and  heat." 

To  this  I  answer,  (1,)  Your  comparison  is  not  just. 
Fire  is  not  the  instrument  by  which  heat  is  appre- 
hended, but  the  very  fountain  of  heat  itself:  Whereas 
faith  justifies,  not  as  being  the  very  fountain  of  justifi- 
cation, but  merely  as  an  instrument  that  apprehends 
the  truth  of  him  *  who  justifies  the  ungodly'  that  be- 
lieves in  Jesus.  Here,  then,  you  indirectly  give  to  jus- 
tifying faith  the  honour  due  to  none  but  the  heavenly 
Justifier. 

(2.)  We  grant  you,  that  as,  in  the  very  instant  in 
which  we  open  our  eyes,  we  receive  the  light,  and  see : 
So  in  the  very  moment  in  which  we  believe,  we  receive 
Christ  the  truth,  and  are  justified.  But  still  you  must 
grant  us,  that  believing  is  as  much  previous  to  justifi- 
cation, as  opening  the  eyes  is  previous  to  seeing.  We 
are  justified  by  faith,  and  common  sense  dictates,  that 
the  instrument  by  which  a  thing  is  apprehended,  must 
exist  before  it  can  be  apprehended. 

Having  thus  endeavoured  to  follow  you  in  your 
retreat,  to  cut  you  off  from  your  various  subterfuges  ; 
and  having  exposed,  with  my  usual  bluntness,  the  hard 
shifts  you  have  been  obliged  to  make,  in  order  to  keep 
your  doctrine  the  least  in  countenance,  permit  me  to 
assure  you,  that  I  still  remain,  with  brotherly  love  and 
respect,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant  in  the  whole  Gospel  of  Christ , 

JOHN  FLETCH&H. 


To  Mr.  Richard  and  Mr.  Rowland  Hill. 


Having  answered  the  arguments  which  etch  of 
you  has  advanced  against  the  doctrice  of  justification 
by  workt  in  the  great  day,  permit  mc  to  consider  what 
may  farther  be  advanced  against  il. 

I.  We  cry  to  sinners,  ■  By  grace  shall  ye  be  saved 
through  faith,"  in  (he  day  of  your  conversion  ;  but  to 
believers  we  say,  By  grace  shall  yc  be  saved,  through 
works,  in  the  day  of  judgment.  Turn  therefore,  ye 
sinners ;  and  ye  saints,  '  work  out  your  own  salvation 
with  fear  and  trembling.' 

"Saved  by  grace,  through  works,  in  the  day  of 
judgment !  What  a  farrago  of  I'npery  and  gospel  1  Faith 
and  works,  what  a  shocking  mixture !  Geminantur 
tigribus  ngiii.  You  have  undoubtedly  the  full  consent 
of  Bellarmiuc  aud  tin-  scarlet  whore  for  such  a  match. 
But  with  what  detestation  would  St.  Paul  enter  hit 
protest  against  it?  Does  he  not  declare,  that  faith 
and  works  reciprocally  exclude  each  other?  Says  he 
not,  '  If  by  grace,  then  it  is  no  more  of  works,  other- 
wise grace  is  no  more  grace  ;  but  if  it  be  of  works,  then 
it  is  no  more  grace,  otherwise  work  is  no  more 
work,— If  Abraham  was  justified  by  works  he  hath 
whereof  to  glory ;  for  to  him  that  worketh  it  the  re- 
ward uot  reckoned  of  grace  but  of  debt  i  But  Abraham 
believed  God,  and  it  was  accounted  to  him  for  righte- 
onmess:  Aud  David  also  describe th  the  bleasednet;; of 
the  man  to  whom  God  impu.te.ih  rAguteousneai  ■mxWis. 
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'  Hence  the  apostle  concludes,  '  By  grate  ye 
ed,  through  faith  :  Not  of  works,  lest  any  man 

boast.'  Aad  again,  '  Not  by  works  of  rigbte- 
s  which  we  have  done,  bat  of  his  mercy  be 
is,'  4c.  Now,  how  does  this  doctrine  of  jostl- 
i  and  salvation  without  worka,  agree  with  your 
e  of  jn.stificatiou  or  salvation  by  works,  in  the 
y;  and  how  can  you  reconcile  St.  Paul  with 
nire,  Mr.  Wesley,  and  yourself?" 

1.  Should  you  not  rather  ask,  how  we  can  ro- 

St.  Paul,  with  Jesue  "hrist,  St.  James,  aud 
f  ?     Is  uut  the  second  i      pier  to  the  Romans  u 

for  works  aa  the  M       :es,  tlie  Epistle  of  St. 

and  our  Lord's  Seruit  ..  on  the  Mount  ?     Have 

■  observed,  that  even  hi  the  Epistles,  where  the 

■  purposely  muiutaius  the  doctrine  of  justification 
!i  in  the  day  of  conversion,  he  writes  of  works 
i  a  manner  as  flatly  to  contradict  himself,  if  they 
milling  to  do  with  nor  final  justification  in  the 

he  not  to  the  believers  at  l^nne, 'If  ye  live  after 
lb,'  or,  if  ye  do  not  'cast  off  the  works  of  dark- 
ioting  and  drunkenness,  strife  and  envying,  &c. 
1  die ;  bat  if  ye  through  the  Spirit  mortify  the 
of  the  body,  ye  shall  live?'  And  again,  '  Be 
!  to  the  higher  powers  :  For  tbey  that  resist 
shall  receive  to  themselves  damnation  ?' 
saya  he  not  to  the  Galatiani, '  All  the  law  is 
i  in  one  word,  even  in  this,  Thou  shale  lore  thy 
our  as  thyself?'  And  let  no  Antiuomian  per- 
ron, that  the  law  of  obedient  leve  is  only  a  rale 
No,  it  is  also  a  rule  of  punishment ;  for,  '  I 
o  before,'  says  he,  '  as  I  have  also  told  yon  in 
ast,  [see  how  plainly  and  constantly  the  apostle 
ed  the  law  of  Christ !]  that  they  who  do  suck 
,  [they  who  are  guilty  of}  adultery,  fornication, 
,  wrath,  strife,  envying,  murder,  drunkenness, 
ch  like,  shall  not  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God. 
therefore  the  lair  of  Christ.  Let  every  man  ptovej 
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his  own  work  ;  for  every  man  shall  bear  his  own 
burden.  Be  not  deceived;  whatsoever  a  man  soweth, 
that  shall  he  also  reap  ;  for  he  that  soweth  to  his  flesh, 
shall  of  the  flesh  reap  corruption,  [or  rather,  <pOopav, 
perdition  .•]  But  he  that  soweth  to  the  Spirit,  shall  of 
the  Spirit  reap  life  everlasting.' 

When  St.  Paul,  even  in  his  Epistles  to  the  Romans 
and  Galatians,  preaches  so  evidently  justification  and 
condemnation  by  works  in  the  great  day,  do  we  not 
suppose  him  deprived  of  common  sense,  when  we  re- 
present him  as  perpetually  saying  and  unsaying,  as 
building  up  one  hour  what  he  pulls  down  the  next  ? 

But  as  this  general  answer,  though  it  vindicates  our 
doctrine,  does  not  vindicate  the  apostle  from  the  charge 
of  contradiction,  I  beg  leave  once  more  to  carry  the 
candle  of  the  Lord  into  the  tower  of  Calviniau  confu- 
sion ;  thus  shall  we  see  the  farrago  made  at  Geneva 
with  the  words  "justification,  salvation,  works,  right- 
eousness of  the  law,  and  righteousness  of  faith." 

It  is  evident  that  every  degree  of  justification  is  at- 
tended with  a  degree  of  salvation,  Hence,  when  St. 
Paul  preached  to  the  Jews,  justification  by  faith,  he 
said,  (  To  you  is  the  word  of  this  salvation  sent,'  and 
when  he  wrote  to  those  who  were  justified,  he  says, 
'  By  grace  are  ye  saved  through  faith.'  This  holds  with 
regard  to  the  justification  of  infants,  for  '  of  such  is  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  *.'  And  by  the  same  rule  eternal 
salvation  answers  to  final  justification. 

This  beiug  premised,  we  may  observe,-  that  when 
the  apostle  excludes  works  from  having  any  hand  in 
our  justification  or  salvation,  it  is  only  when  be  speaks 
of  the  justification  of  sinners,  whether  we  consider 
them  as  infants  or  adults.  For  if  he  excluded  works 
from  the  justification  of  believers,  either  in  the  day  of 
trial,  or  in  the  day  of  judgment,  he  would  grossly  con- 
tradict himself !  But  now  he  is  quite  consistent.  Mr. 
Wesley  and  I,  through  grace,  gladly  join  him  aud 
Titus,  when  they  say,  '-Not  by  works  of  righteousness 
which  we  have  done,  [either  in  our  infancy,  or  before 
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the  day  of  our  conversion  J  bat  according  to  his  mercy 
he  saved  us,  by  the  washing  of  regeneration ; — that 
being  justified  by  his  grace,  we  should  be  made  heirs 
according  to  the  hope  of  eternal  life.' 

But  what  does  the  apostle  mean  here  by '  the  hope  of 
eternal  life  ?'  Is  it  the  hope  of  a  Laodicean  believer, 
who  makes  his  boast  of  "imputed  righteousness,  and 
finished  salvation/'  while  he  goes  on  in  strife  and 
envying,  perhaps  in  adultery  and  murder  ?  Certainly 
no;  this  is  the  'hope  of  the  hypocrite,  which  shall 
perish.'  The  hope,  according  to  which  we  '  are  made 
heirs  of  eternal  life'  in  glory,  is  a  hope,  whirh  '  if  any 
man  hath,'  be  will '  purify  himself  even  as  God  is  pure ;' 
and  this  hope,  far  from  being  contrary  to  oar  doctrine 
of  justification  by  works  in  the  last  day,  is  inseparably 
connected  with  *  the  labour  of  love,*  by  which  perse- 
vering believers  shall  then  be  justified. 

Inquire  we  «ow,  what  are  those  works  which  St. 
Paul  opposes  to  faith  and  free  grace ;  and  I  observe, 

1.  That  it  is  not  absolutely  every  work ;  or  else  he 
would  oppose  faith  to  itself;  for  believing  is  as  much 
a  work  of  the  heart,  as  walking  to  church  is  a  work  of 
the  feet. 

2.  Neither  does  the  apostle  oppose  to  faith,  '  works 
meet  for  repentance ;'  for  he  strongly  recommended 
them  himself.  (Acts  xxvi.  20.)  Nor  the  works  of 
upright  Gentiles,  that  ( fear  God,  and  believe  he  is  a 
rewarder  of  those  who  diligently  seek  him/  If  St.  Paul 
represented  these  works  as  "dung  and  filthy  rags," 
he  would  contradict  the  angel,  who  said  to  Cornelius, 
'  Thy  prayers  and  aims,  [far  from  being  rejected,]  are 
come  up  for  a  memorial  before  God.' 

3.  Much  less  did  it  ever  come  into  the  apostle's  mind, 
to  oppose  'the  work  of  faith,  and  the  labour  of  love,' 
to  faith  and  free  grace ;  for  they  are  no  more  contrary 
to  each  other,  than  the  stalk  and  the  ear  are  contrary 
to  the  root  that  bears  them.  Far  from  despising  tlie.se 
works,  see  how  honourably  he  speaks  of  them,  'We 
give   thanks  ahvajr    for  yon,   remembering  \v\t\io\ft 


ceasing  jour  work  of  faith,  and  labour  of  lave  in  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.— God  is  not  unrighteous,  to  forget 
joar  work  ami  labour  that  procecdeth  of  love. — Always 
abound  itr  the  work  of  the  Lord. — Charge  the  rich, 
that  they  he  rich  in  good  works,  laying  up  for  them- 
selves  a  guild  foil mhit ion.  that  they  may  lay  hold  on 
eternal  life.* 

For  want  of  attending  to  this,  some  have  preposte- 
rously opposed  the  righteousness  of  faith  to  persona! 
holiness.  The  latter  they  look  upon  as  the  '  righteous- 
ness which  is  of  the  law,'  and  which  the  apostle  ex- 
plode*. (PhiL  iii.  y.)  Thus  they  suppose,  that  St. 
Paul  formed  the  horrid  wish  of  not  belug  found  clothed 
with  holiness,  '  without  which  no  mau  shall  see  the 
Lord ;'  not  considering,  that  the  pardon  of  suit,  and 
true  holiness,  the  two  inseparable  fruits  of  *  living 
faith,  constitute  'the  righteousness  which  is  through 
the  faith  of  L'lui-t,  fee  ilgfrliiiiMiH in  which  i«  of  God 
by  faith:'  A  righteous uess  this,  that  far  exceeds  the 
outside  '  righteousness  of  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees," 
with  \\  liicli  the  apostle  had  too  long  been  satisfied,  and 
which  he  so  justly  despised  after  his  conversion. 

One  mistake  makes  way  for  another  i  Those  who 
imagine,  that  the  apostle  would  not  be  found  in  his 
own  inherent  righteousness,  flowing  from  Christ 
formed  in  his  heart  by  faith,  insinuate,  that  be  desired 
to  he  found  clothed  with  iln;  pergonal  aitioua  of  our 
Lord,  put  upon  his  soul  by  as  irrational  and  nnscrip- 
tural  an  imputation,  as  if  God  had  fed  Peter,  when  he 
was  hungry,  by  imputing  to  his  empty  stomach  the 
meals  which  Christ  arc  in  [lie  days  of  his  llesli ;  or,  as 
if  he  bad  clothed  St.  Paul,  when  he  was  naked,  by 
Ikying  to  his  account  our  Lord's  being  wrapt  up  in 
swaddling  clothes  in  the  stable  at  Bethlehem. 
But  to  return  ;   The  works  which  St.  Paul  excludes, 

1.  The  works  of  the  ceremouial  law  of  Moses, 
generally  called  the  '  works  of  the  law.'  Ou  these 
works  most  Jewish  converts  still  laid  a  very  great 
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stress,  andsoMOi'tlMsm  weirt  so  far  ratals  eiror,  as 
to  say  to  their  Olffli  btetfcrea,  'Except  ye  be  cir- 
cumcised aAsrthe  mmmm  at  Moses,  ye  caaaot  be 
wed.'  (AssajjRr.  1.)  Hcaee  the  apeeiw  wrote, 
veratftt,  'Certain  ssca,  jwavsftfaf  year  Sank,  have 
tronfckd  yon,  saying,  ye  Batatas  cftreaannnnd,  and  keep 
tbe  law.9  Hence  alto  bis  said,  that  when  St.  Paul 
stared,  and  *  wae  at  chary  ■,  n>  sorwy  alamlf,'  in  the 
temple,  be  «  walked urdsily  Mid  kepi**  taw.'  (Acts 
xxi.  24,)         '  . 

2.  The  apostIe~flkewiss  ossoscd  to  faith  those  hy- 
pocritical deeds  a/the  assral  law,  those  external  works 
of  partial  piety  aad  ostentations  mercy,  by  which  proud 
PhariMes  tsank  ta  stone  tor  thshr  sins,  aad  purchase 
the  klngaati  of  heaven.  Saeh  works  of  unbelief  and 
spiritaal  trine  cannot  aa  too  nrncn  decried.  They  do 
infinite  ndscttef  $  they  draw  a  veil  over  oar  apostasy ; 
they  bread  self  compltccacc,  generate  self-conceit,  aud 
feed  the  opposition  of  Pharisees  against  the  gospel. 
Hence  their  contempt  of  Christ*  their  enmity  against 
his  people,  their  ridiculing  the  atonement,  despising 
others,  and  boasting  of  their  own  goodness.  St.  Paul 
was  the  more  zealous  in  bearing  his  testimony  against 
these  fruits  of  {self- righteousness,  as  he  knew,  by  fatal 
experience,  that  they  are  the  reverse  of  '  fruits  meet 
for  repentance,'  and  of  '  the  righteousness  which  is  of 
God  by  faith ;'  and  that  they  stood  yet  in  the  way  of 
the  Jews,  as  much  as  they  once  did  in  his  own. 

3.  The  apostle  excludes  also  all  the  works  of  impious 
moralists,  who  make  no  scruple  of  robbing  God,  be- 
cause they  are  just  to  man ;  all  the  works  of  Antiiio- 
mian  believers,  who,  like  the  Galatians,  pray  to  the 
Lord,  and  devour  their  neighbours ;  or,  like  the  Jews, 
fast  to-day,  and  to-morrow  '  strike  with  the  fist  of 
wickedness ;'  all  the  works  which  are  not  ultimately 
referred  to  the  glory  of  God  through  Jesus  Christ ; 
and  all  the  works  whose  gracious  rewardableuess  is 
not  acknowledged  to  flow  from  the  original  and  proper 

merit  of  the  Redeemer.     These  works  the  apostle 
Vol.  If.  F 
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justly  discards,  as  contrary  to  the  doctrine  of  grace, 
because  tliey  do  not  spring  from  0u  grace  of  God,  but 
from  tlic  pride  of  man.  He  explodes  them  as  opposite 
to  '  the  righteousuess  of  faith,'  because  they  are  not 
the  works  of  humble  faith,  but  of  conceited  unbelief ; 
(he  constant  language  of  faith  being,  '  Not  unto  us,  O 
Lord,  not  unto  us,  but  uuto  thy  name  give  glory,  for 
lliy  mercy  and  truth's  take.' 

Let  the  jntlii'iuus  reader  .-ay,  if  by  thus  distinguishing 
between  tiia  justification  of  a  sinner,  in  the  day  of 
conversion,  iiml  the  jusiitiiafion  uf  a  -aim  in  the  great 
day;  and  liy  niaMiiK  a  pr"pcr  didi'mire  between  the 
works  of  a  humble  believer,  which  the  apostle  justly 
extols ;  iind  the  works  of  a  priind  t'harisee,  which  he 
ju-tly  decries ;  we  do  not  perfectly  reconcile  him  to 
himself,  and  suflleiently  secure  the  honour  of  free 
grace  ? 

In  it  possible  to  make  larger  concessions,  without 
"acriiicini!  St.  James's  KpiMle  (o  Geneva  logic,  and 
our  Lord's  invaluable  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  to  Anti- 
liomian  obstinacy?  If  we  continue  to  assert  that  no 
sort  of  works  have  any  thing  to  do  with  any  sort  of 
jii-cirrt-iitlon  and  salvation,  shall  we  uot  justly  shock 
the  moral  and  rational  part  of  mankind  ?  Is  it  not  of 
the  Lord,  that  the  contempt  which  unconverted  men 
shew  to  relii.ii mi-  people,  rises  no  higher  than  it  does  * 
And  do  we  not  deserve  that  our  candour  or  good  sense 
should  be  suspected,  when  we  go  about  to  persuade 

I  the  world,  that  half-a-dizen  strained  verses  of  St,  Paul, 
put  in  the  favourite  scale  of  a  Geneva  balance,  are 
tnftlclcnt  to  outweigh  fifty  plain  texts  of  the  apostle, 
and  the  best  half  of  the  Bible,  which  testifies,  directly 
or  indirectly,  that  though  the  final  justification  and 
eternal  salvation  of  adult  persons  arc  not  by  the  merit, 
yet  they  are  by  the  evidence  or  iuetrn mentality,  of 
good  works  ? 

It,  Obj.    "There  Is  some  plausibility  in  your  an- 
swer, but  we  are  still  afraid  that  this  doctrine  of  jus- 
dncation,  or  salvation,  by  works  in  the  last  day,  robs 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  of  his  glory," 
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Ass.  Just  the  reverse.  It  delivers  him  from  the 
shame  of  sating  men  by  unacio  u»  table  humour,  or 
damning  them  with  unparalleled  cruelty, — Bui  how  do 
von  prove  your  assertion  ?  Of  what  glory  does  our 
doctrine  roll  the  Redeemer'  Doea  it  rob  him  of 
the  glory  of  atoning  for  oni  sins,  a*  our  High 
Priest  f  Or  of  leading  us  into  all  the  truth  ncceasary 
to  Kalvation,  as  onr  great  Prouhet  ?  Does  it  rob  him 
of  the  glory  of  pardoning  our  .-ins,  and  esteeming  ns 
righteoua  when  we  believe,  iia  the  Lord  our  righteous  - 
ness  ?  Does  it  rob  him  of  the  glory  of  making  as 
fruitful  branches  in  him  ai  the  true  Vine  .'  Or  of  ren- 
dering to  every  one  according  to  hU  works,  as  an 
impartial  Judge  ?  On  the  contrary,  is  it  not  t)ie  oppo- 
site doctrine,  which  refuses  him  the  glory  of  maintain- 
ing the  honour  of  his  crown,  as  the  King  of  kings,  and 
Lord  of  lords  ! 

Yes,  we  affirm,  that  to  reject  the  doctrine  of  justi- 
fication by  works  in  the  great  day,  is  to  set  Christ  at 
nought,  in  (he  most  glorious  of  his  oliices.  Is  it  not 
enough,  that  in  the  days  of  hi*  flesh,  he  was  chiefly 
derided  and  crucified  as  the  King  of  the  Jews?  Moat 
he  also,  in  the  days  of  his  Spirit,  be  every  where 
put  to  open  shame  iu  his  regal  ollice?  How  useless 
is  his  sceptre,  and  contemptible  hia  government,  if 
he  gives  his  subjects  only  shadows  of  laws,  which 
amount  to  no  laws  at  all?  And  if,  leaving  his  im- 
mense dominions  in  a  lawless  condition,  he  saves  the 
happy  number  of  his  favourites,  and  damns  the  rest 
of  mankind,  merely  according  to  Calvin's  notions  of 
free  grace,  and  free  wrath  ?  Or,  according  to  Dr. 
Crisp'a  scheme  of  salvation  and  damnation  finished  ! 

To  this  Mr.  Rowland  Hill  answers  beforehand, 
(Friendly  Remarks,  p.  45,  46,)  "  You  slander  the 
Calviuirits. — We  grant,  tlmt  in  the  point  of  jii?titic.1tioti, 
[and  of  course  of  condemnation,]  we  have  nothing  to 
do  with  the  law:  [lint]  though  we  boldly  say,  we  are 
not  under  the  law  as  a  covenant  of  works,  ^-et  « 
never  were  so  ignorant  and  daring  as  to  say,  we  ate 
not  under  the  law  to  Christ  as  u  rule  of  life." 
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Pardon  my  freedom,  dear  Sir,  if  1  tell  you,  without 
ceremony,  that,  like  thousands  more,  you  have  learned 
to  say  Shibboleth,  hetbre  yon  have  properly  considered 
tie  sense  of  the  expression.  If  you  mean  any  thing  by 
"  being  under  the  law  to  Christ  only  as  a  rule  of  life," 
you  probably  mean,  with  Dr.  Crisp,  that  Christ  has 
indeed  a  law  ;  but  that,  with  regard  to  believers, 
who  arc  the  subject.-.;  uf  his  kingdom,  this  law  has  uo 
more  the  divine  sanction  of  a  blessing  for  those 
who  observe  it,  aud  of  a  curse  fur  its  violators.  And 
U  not  thl.s  saviiiLf,  in  arnbiijuoiis  words,  that  Christ's 
subjects  are  absolutely  lawless  ?  Let  little  children 
pompously  give  the  name  of  laws  to  rules  of  play,  or 
rules  of  grammar  ;  but  let  not  men  of  sense  imitate 
their  mistake,  by  Hiving  that  name  to  directions  of 
conduct,  or  rules  of  life,  which  are  no  longer  enforced 
by  rewards  and  penalties. 

You  decry  "  ill ustrai ions,"  and  1  do  not  wonder 
at  it ;  for  they  carry  light  into  Babel,  where  it  is  not 
desired.  The  father  of  errors  begets  darkness  and 
confusion.  From  darkness  and  confusion  springs 
Calvinism,  who,  wrapjiiiij;  himself  up  in  some  gar- 
ments, which  he  bis  stolen  from  the  truth,  deceives 
the  nations,  aod  geta  himself  reverenced  in  a  dark 
temple,  as  if  he  were  the  pure  aud  free  gospel. 

To  bring  him  to  a  shameful  end,  we  need  not  stab 
hitp  with  the  dagger  of  "  calumny,"  or  put  him  upon 
the  rack  of  persecution.  Let  him  only  be  dragged  oat 
of  his  obscurity,  and  broil ;:hr  unmasked  to  open  light, 
and  the  sileut  beams  of  truth  will  pierce  him  through  '. 
Light  alone  will  torture  him  to   death,  as  the  meridian 

i  doci  a  bird  of  night,  that  cau not  fly  from  the 
gentle  operations  of  its  beams. 

May  the  following  illustration  dart  at  least  one 
luminous  beau  into  the  profound  darkness  in  which 

Sur  venerable  Diana  delights  to  dwell  !  And  may  it 
ew  the  Christian  world,  that  we  do  not  "  slander 
,"  when  we  assert,  you  inadvertently  destroy 
s  'a  iv,  and   ca*t    the  lledeemer's  crown  to  the 


groaod  i  And  that  when  yon  Jay,  "  !»  point  of  jnstifi. 
catiou,  [and  consequently  of  condemnation.]  we  lia»e 
nothing  to  do  with  the  law.  We  are  under  the  law  as 
a  rule  of  life,"  but  not  as  a  mlc  of  judgment ;  yon 
might  as  "til  fay,  "  We  are  nnder  no  law,  and  COOBC- 
qnenlly  no  louger  accountable  for  our  actions." 

"  Tlie  king,"  who  1  suppose  is  in  love  with  yont 
doctrines  of  free  grace  aud  free  wrath,  hy  the  advice  of 
ii  prcdestinariau  council  and  parliament,  issues  out* 
gospel  proclamation,  directed  "  toall  his  dear  subjects, 
and  elect  people,  the  English."  Hy  this  evangelical 
manifesto  they  are  informed,  "that  in  consequence 
of  the  Prince  of  Wales's  meritorious  intercession,  and 
perfect  obedience  to  the  laws  of  England,  all  (he  pe- 
nalties annexed  to  the  breaking  of  those  laws  are  now 
abolished  with  respect  to  Englishmen  ;  That  his  ma. 
jesty  freely  pan] nun  nil  hi-  -objects,  who  have  been, 
are,  or  sli;ill  be  guilty  of  adultery,  murder,  or  treason  ; 
That  all  their  crimes,  '  |>iist,  present,  and  to  come,  are 
for  ever  and  for  ever  cancelled:'  That  nevertheless, 
iu3  loving  subjects,  who  remain  strangers  to  their 
privileges,  shall  still  be  served  with  sham  warrants 
according  to  law,  and  frightened  Out of  their  wits,  till 
they  have  learned  to  plead  '  they  are  Englishmen,' 
[t.  e.  elect :]  And  then,  they  shall  also  set  at  defiance 
all  legalists  ;  that  is,  all  those  who  shall  dare  to  deal 
with  them  according  to  law;  And  that,  excepting  the 
case  of  the  above-mentirmril  lal-e  [srfi-tjniiion  of  his 
chosen  people,  none  of  them  s',all  ever  be  molested  for 
the  breach  of  any  law, 

"  By  the  same  supreme  authority  it  i.i  likewise 
enacted,  that  all  the  laws  shall  continue  in  force  againsl 
foreigners,  [i.  e.,  reprobates,]  whom  the  king  and  the 
prince  hate  with  everlasting  hatred,  and  to  whom  they 
liflve  agreed  never  to  shew  mercy  :  That,  accordingly, 
they  shall  be  prosecuted  to  the  utmost  rigourof  every 
statute,  till  they  arc  all  hanged  or  burned  out  of  tthe 
way :  And  that,  supposing-  no  personal  offcu.ee  cam'te. 
proved  against  them,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  ta»* 
f  3 
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them  in  Mm  for  the  crime  of  one  of  their  forefathers, 
10  set  forth  the  king's  wonderful  justice,  i ! L .- 1 . ] ;ty  his 
glorious  sovereignty,  aud  make  his  chosen  fitOfBt 
relish  the  bcttct  their  sweet  distinguishing  privilegei 
as  English  wen. 

"  Moreover  his  majesty,  who  loves  order  and  liar- 
roouy,  charged  his  loving  subjects  to  consider  still  the 
statutes  of  England,  which  are  id  force  against  fo- 
reigners, as  very  good  rules  of  life  for  the  Kiidi-h, 
which  they  shall  da  well  to  follow,  but  better  to  break  ; 
because  every  breach  of  those  rules  will  work  fur  their 
good,  aud  make  them  siug  louder  the  faithfulness  oi 
Uie  kiug,  the  good uess  of  the  prince,  and  the  sweet- 
ness of  this  gospel  proclamation. 

"  Again,  as  nothing  is  so  displeasing  to  the  king  as 
legality,  wbieh  he  hates  even  more  than  extortion  and 
whoredom;  lest  any  of  his  dear  people,  who  have 
acted  the  part  of  a  strumpet,  robber,  murderer,  o» 
traitor,  should  through  the  remains  of  their  inbred 
corruption,  and  ridiculous  legality,  mourn  too  deeply 
for  breaking  some  of  their  rules  of  life,  our  gracious 
monarch  solemnly  assures  them,  that  thougli  Ik  iiluhh- 
disapproves  of  adultery  and  murder,  yet  these  bOMfew 
of  rules  are  not  worse  in  his  sight  thau  a  waudering 
thought  in  speaking  to  him,  ora  moment's  dulness  in 
his  service  :  That  robbers,  therefore,  and  traitors, 
adulterers,  and  murderers,  who  are  free-burn  English- 
men, need  not  at  all  be  uneasy  about  losing  his  royal 
favour ;  this  being  utterly  impossible,  because  they 
always  stand  complete  in  the  honesty,  loyalty,  chastity, 
and  charity  of  the  prince. 

"  Moreover,  because  the  king  changes  not, whatever 
lengths  the  English  go  on  in  immorality,  he  will 
always  look  upon  them  as  his  pleasant  children,  his 
dear  people,  aud  men  'after  his  own  heart;'  and 
that,  on  the  other  hand,  whatsoever  lengths  foreigners 
go  in  pious  morality,  his  gracious  majesty  is  deter- 
mined Itill  to  consider  them  as  '  hypocrites,  vessels 
of  wrath/  and   '  cursed   children,  for  wham  Is  re- 
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served  the  blackness  of  darkness  for  ever ;'  bemuse  he 
always  views  them  as  completely  guilty,  ami  absolutely 
condemned  in  a  certain  robe  uf  unrighteousness,  woven 
thousands  of  years  ago  by  one  of  their  ancestors.  This 
dreadful  lanbenettuX  his  majesty  hath  thought  iit  to  put 
upon  ihem  by  imputation ;  ami  in  it,  it  is  his  good 
pleasure  that  they  shall  bang  in  adamantine"  chains,  St 
burn  infire  unquenchable. 

"  Finally,  as  foreigners  are  dangerous  people,  and 
may  stir  up  his  majesty's  subjects  to  rebellion,  the 
English  are  informed,  that  if  any  one  of  tliern,  were 
he  to  couie  over  from  Geneva  itself,  shall  dare  to 
insinuate,  that  his  most  gracious  go6pel  uioclaniatiou 
is  not  according  to  equity,  morality,  and  godliness, 
the  first  Englishman  that  meets  him  shall  have  fnll 
leave  to  brand  him  as  a  Papist,  without  judge  or 
jar;,  In  tbe  forehead  or  on  the  back,  as  be  thinks 
best ;  and  that,  till  he  is  farther  proceeded  with 
according  to  the  utmost  severity  of  the  law,  the 
chosen  people  shall  be  informed,  in  the  Gospel 
Magazine,  to  beware  of  him,  as  a  man  '  who  scat- 
ters firebrands,  arrows,  Utd  deaths,'  and  makes  uni- 
versal havoc  of  every  article  ut"  this  sweet  gospel  pro- 
clamation. 

"  Given  at  Geneva,  and  signed  bg  four  of  hi*  mnjei- 
tg't  principal  tecretaries  of  tlate  for  the  predrstiaarian 
department. 

"John  Calvin.  Dk.  Crist. 

"The  Author  of  P.  0.        Rowland  Hill.'' 

What  would  wise  men  think  of  such  a  manifesto  .' 
Who  does  not  see,  hie  majesty  might  as  well  have 
informed  us  at  once,  that  all  the  laws  of  the  land  are 
now  repealed  ;  that  instead  of  being  laws,  they  shall 
be  Only  moral  finger-posts,  directing  men  in  the  nar- 
row way  of  righteousness,  or  in   the  broad  way  of 

t  A  frock,  printed  with    1 
tiuinnl  by  tbe  Inquisition. 


them   littler  than  Ilia 

Mated]  That  ive  are  still  under 
tlit  law  of  the  land  as  rules  of  life  ;  would  not  think- 
ing men  answer,  No  i  We  are  now  ilpiilnlilj  lawless  : 
For  statutes  according  to  which  no  Knglishmau  can  be 
prosecntcd,  much  less  executed,  arc  no  laws  at  all  for 
lSnglishmcn ;  they  arc  only  directions,  which  eiery 
otic  Li  at  foil  liberty  to  follow  nr  not,  as  he  pleases. 
It  is  not  less  absurd  to  give  the  name  of  laws  to 
rules,  which  arc  not  enforced  with  the  sanction  of  pro- 
per rewards  or  penalties,  than  to  call  Baxter's  Direc- 
tor* a  code  of  laws,  because  it  contains  excellent  rulea 
of  life. 

Oye  abettors  of  Dr.  Crisp's  mistakes,  how  long  nil] 
you  regal  rl  vain  word-,  und  inadvertently  pour  contempt 
upon  the  King  of  kings?  How  long  will  yon  rashly 
charge  its  with  robbing  liira  of  his  glory,  because  we 
cannot  join  you,  when,  under  the  plan siblc  pretence  of 
advancing  the  honour  of  his  priesthood,  yon  explain 
nway  tile  must  awful  prrilrstatk-iis  v.liich  he  made  as  a 
prophet,  and  rob  liim  of  the  royal  glory  of  punishing 
ids  rebellions,  am)  rewarding  his  faithful  subjects, 
accorditifr  to  law,  as  a  righteous  King ? 

Alas  !  even  while  you  seem  zealous  for  God's  sove- 
reignty, do  you  not  unawares  represent  Jesus  as  the 
weakest  of  princes,  or  fiercest  of  tyrants?  Do  yon 
not  inadvertently,  (for  I  know  you  would  not  do  it 
deliberately  for  the  world,)  do  you  not,  I  say, 
inadvertently  crown  liim  with  the  sharpest  (horns 
thrtt  ever  grew  in  the  territory  of  mystic  Geneva? 
Instead  of  the  '  sceptre  of  his  kingdom,'  which  is 
'  a  right  sceptre,'  do  you  not  at  one  time  put  in  his 
iiaud  a  reed,  which  the  Autinomian  elect  may 
insult  with  mure  impunity,  than  the  frogs  in  the  fabte 
did  the  royal  log  Bent  by  Jupiter  to  reign  over  them  ? 
And,  at  another  time,  while  you  give  him  Nimrod's 
ircn  sreptre,  do  you  not  put  upon  him  Nero's  purple 
robe;  and  even  slip  into  his  VwVn§  tosom  a  black 
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book  of  horrible  decrees,  more  fall  of , the  names  of 
unborn  reprobates,  than  the  emperor  Doniltlan's  fatal 
pocket-book  wjffull  of  the  dmms  of  the  poor  wretches, 
to  wfcomy-ma*tglDotf^o^-fetoofc«*  titiccomitable 
dM!k(S,*ud'*fa9*, '  oft  'thlt  'accotfht,  «i  'wen  as  to 
mtintahi  WfrVirt*i^«aN^e!tpitf ,  he  tyitnfcally  ap- 
pointed'for'the  tfragkteirf  Werer,  no  never,  sWl  you 
be  ableWfltt  frm*&4kdmfyt*ri;>knd  o«r  Ubitf'a 
HBglf  'ofltertMI'yofl'tftow;  ttK'aftfeeaMy  to1  his 
evfufgdicaV  kmv  Ww»' oiir  day  *  toward  e*ety  mart 
aattnRBft  to  Mrifertty Wit m"J»o«HWJ)pWi  allow 
tbfej  ftm  gHeop  wfatt  yon *ntap*By  *call  yotrr  founda- 
©on/  fl^/ejiWftdltl*nal>e*ect^ 
tion  :  In  a  word,  yon  allow  jnsttttcatlon  by  works  in 
tn<rgWt*dg#  a^a^«tettrt6cal»(sboa»fT!te«6y  a.s 
ort&Mfo*?)')*  otfttelWfr  '  '•  •>•'"  ■■■  ■  ' 
•>  '  fun,-  NfeoflMttteatett^  >< 

-in    ..'  ,-  fttfaj'-'jajg**-  d'^ 

JOfftr  WATCHER. 
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letitr  xrr. 

To  Richard  Hill,  Esquire. 


Although  I  reserve  for  two  separate  T 
Answer  to  your  objections  against  "  the  i 
doctrine  of  Perfection,"  and  my  reply  to  the  argument 
which  you  dram  from  our  Seventeenth  Article,  in  favour 
of  the  doctrine  of  Unconditional  Election  ;  the  already 
exorbitant  length  of  this  Check  calls  fur  a  speedy  con- 
clusion ;  and  I  hasten  towards  it,  by  laying  before  my 
readers  the  present  state  of  our  controversy  ;  enlarging 
chiefly  upon  imputed  righteousness  and  free  will,  two 
points  which  !  have  not  yet  particularly  discussed  in 
this  piece. 

Imputed  righteousnesses  it  is  held  by  the  Calviuisla, 
1  have  endeavoured  to  expose  in  the  Second  Cheek, 
by  the  most  absurd,  and  yet  (upon  yum1  plan)  moat 
reasonable  plea  of  a  bare-fdccil  Antiixmiiiin,  who  el- 
pects  to  be  justified  in  the  great  day,  by  Christ'!  im  ■ 
r.utcd  riditvonsness  without  works.  To  this  you  have 
answered,  (Review,  p.  68,  Rc.,J  by exclaiming,  "  Shock- 
ing slander,  slanderous  banter,"  &■<:.,  and  1  might 
reply  only  by  cryiugout,  Logica  Grurvensis  .'  But,  as 
honest  inquirers  after  the  truth  would  not  be  benefited, 
for  their  sakes  1  shall  in  this  letter  show  how  far  we 
agree,  lvJierein  we  disagree,  and  what  make;  u?  dia- 
•c/i.'  from  van,  about  the  doctrine  of  \mp\us4v\itawwx- 
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We  agree,  that  all  the  righteousness  which  Is  in  the 
spiritual  world,  h  u  much  Christ's  righteousness,  as 
nil  tlie  light  that  shine?  in  (he  natural  world  at  noon, 
is  the  light  of  tlie  sun.  And  we  ei|tially  assert,  that, 
when  God  justifies  l  sinner  who  believes  in  Christ,  he 
freely  pardons  his  past  sins,  gracionsly  aocounts  him 
righteous,  and,  as  such,  admits  him  to  his  favour,  only 
through  faith  in  the  Redeemer'*  meritorious  hlood  and 
personal  righteousness. 

To  see  clearly  wherein  we  disagree,  let  ui  consider 
both  your  doctrine,  and  ours;  touching,  as  we  go 
along,  upon  the  capital  arguments  by  which  they  ate 
supported. 

Consistent  Cakinists  believe,  Hint  If  a  man  is  elected, 
God  absolutely  imputes  to  him  Christ's  personal  right- 
eousness, that  is,  the  perfect  obedience  unto  death  which 
Christ  performed  upon  earth.  This  is  reckoned  to  him 
for  obedience  and  righteousness,  cveo  while  he  in  ac- 
tually disobedient,  and  before  he  has  a  grain  of  In- 
herent righteousness.  The.v  consider  thi-  imputation, 
as  an  unconditional  and  eternal  act  of  grace,  by  which, 
not  only  a  ".tuner's  past  sins,  but  his  crimes  present 
and  to  come,  be  they  mote  or  he  they  less,  be  they 
small  or  he  they  great,  are  for  ever  and  for  ever 
covered.  He  if  eternally  'justified  from  all  things. ' 
And  therefore,  under  this  imputation,  he  is  perfectly 
righteous  before  God,  even  while  he  commits  adultery 
and  murder.  Or,  to  use  your  own  expressions,  what- 
ever lengths  In-  mils,  u-1 1 Ate. it':  depths'  lie  frills  into, 
"he  always  stands  absolved,  always  complete  in  the 
cverhisliiif  iL'litri.n-iic-.s  of  the  Redeemer."  (Five  Let- 
ters, p.  3b',  27,29.]  In  point  of  justification,  there- 
fore, it  matters  nut  how  unrighteous  a  believer  ac- 
tually is  in  himself;  because  the  robe  of  Christ's  per- 
sonal righteousness,  which,  at  his  peril,  he  must  not 
attempt  to  patch  up  with  any  personal  righteousness 
of  his  own,  is  more  than  sufficient  to  adorn  him  from 
head  to  foot ;  and  he  must  be  sure  to  appear  before 
God  In  no  other.  la  this  rich  garment  of  finished 
the  greatest  apostates  ahine.  brighter   *»» 
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angels,  though  they  are  "  In  themselves  black"  os  the 
old  murderer,  and  filthy  as  the  brute  that  actually  wal- 
lows in  the  mire.  This  *'  best  robe,"  as  it  is  called, 
is  full  trim  id  !■■!  with  si  if  1 1  pinkie  I  eric-  lis  these,  "  Once 
in  grace,  always  in  grace  : — Once  justified,  eternally 
justified  :—0 nee  washed,  always  fair,  midefilet!,  and 
without  spot."  And  so  great  arc  the  privileges  of  those 
who  hate  it)  ou,  that  they  can  range  through  all  the 
bogs  of  «in,  wade  through  al!  the  puddles  of  iniijuilyj 
and  roll  themselves  in  the  thickest  mire  of  wickedness, 
without  couiractiiiL'  tin*  least  spot  of  guilt,  or  speck  of 
defilement. 

This  scheme  of  imputation  is  supported,  1.  By  scrip- 
tural metaphors,  understood  iu  a  forced,  uuscriptural 
sense.  Thus  when  a  sound  Calvinist  reads  about 
'  the  breast-plate  of  righteousness,'  and  '  the  garment 
of  salvation  ;'  or  about  'putting  ou  Christ,  walking 
in  him,  being  in  him,  Urine  found  in  him,  or  being 
clothed  wi'.h  righteousness,'  his  prepossessed  mind 
directly  runs  upon  his  imputation.  And  if  he  reads 
in  the  Psalms,  '  1  will  make  mention  of  thy  righte- 
ousness, and  thine  only,'  he  immediately  concludes, 
that  the  Psalmist  meaut  the  personal  righteousness  of 
the  man  Christ:  As  if  David  really  made  mention  of 
no  other  righre-ou.- tie's-  hu;  (li.it.  in  all  the  I'snims  !  Or 
God  had  had  no  righteousness,  before  the  Virgin  Mary 
*  brought  forth  her  first- born  Son  ■' 

2.  By  the  parable  of  the  man,  who  'was  bound 
band  and  foot,  and  cast  into  outer  darkness,  because 
he  had  not  on  a  wedding  garment ;'  that  is,  upon  your 
scheme,  because  Christ's  personal  righteousness  wus 
not  imputed  to  him  t  As  if  the  Prince  of  Peace,  the 
mild  Jesus,  who  says,  '  Learn  of  me,  for  I  am  meek,' 
had  kindly  invited  a  man  to  the  feast,  and  then  com- 
manded him  to  be  thrust  into  hell,  merely  because  he 
had  not  on  a  garment,  which  he  never  could  procure ; 
a  robe,  which  none  but  God  could  clothe  him  with  ; 
and  which  God  determined  should  never  be  for  him, 
when  he  decreed,  that  Christ  should  never  witk  out 
aii   inch  of  rig-hteousnefiB    for  one   s\n&\e   ve\«o\«M:. 
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Does  not  this  exceed  Ovid's  description  of  the  irou 
age?  JV««  /uupti  a*  Autpile  tutui.  The  bare  men- 
tion of  such  a  dreadful  reflection  cast  npon  God'a 
goodness,  and  oar  Lord's  hospitality,  will  amount  to 
a  strong  argument  against  jour  imputation,  with  those 
who  are  jet  concerned  For  God's  adorable  perfection!, 
and  our  Lord's  amiable  character. 

3.  By  the  parable  of  the  prodigal  son,  who.  It  ti 
supposed,  was  clothed  with  the  '  best  robe'  of  Christ's 
personal  righteousness.  Hut  this  notion  if  overturned 
by  the  context  itself.  For  the  Father  bad  met,  for- 
given,  and  embraced  his  returning  son  in  his  own  rag- 
ged garment,  before  the  *  best  robe"  was  called  for, 
and  put  upon  him.  Whence  it  would  follow,  that  a 
sinner  may  he  forgiven  without  the  garment  of  right- 
eousness ;  and  as  completely  accepted  oat  of  Christ, 
as  the  prodigal  was  without  the  *  best  robe." 

4.  By  the  goodly  raiment  of  Esau,  in  which  Jacob 
got  his  father's  blessing.  But  Moses's  account  of  the 
cheat  put  upon  the  short- .iith  ted  Isaac,  entirely  over- 
throws the  scheme  of  the  Calvlnists.  The  robe  which 
they  recommend,  is  made  of  Christ's  complete  and 
personal  righteousness ;  it  is  long  and  wide  enough, 
perfectly  to  cover  cveu  a  giant  hi  sin  ;  nor  must  it  be 
patched  with  any  thing  else.  But  Jacob*!  dress,  far 
from  being  all  of  a-piece,  was  a  mongrel  sort  of  hn- 
roan  and  beastly  garment.  For,  when  Rebeltah  bad 
clothed  his  Wly  with  Esau's  raiment,  '  she  put  goat 
skins  upon  his  hands,  and  upon  the  smooth  of  hie 
neck,'  to  make  them  feel  like  Esau's  hairy  hands  and 
shaggy  neck.  And  the  worst  is,  that  the  goat-skim, 
and  not  Esau's  borrowed  dress,  deceived  the  aged 
patriarch,  and  got  the  blessing.  Hear  the  historian. 
'  Jacob  went  near  to  his  father,  and  he  felt  hiin,  and 
said,  The  voice  is  Jacob's  voice,  but  the  hands  are  the 
hands  of  Esau  ;  and  he  discerned  him  not  because  his 
hands  were  hairy  ;  so  he  blessed  him.'  (Gen.  »ssvU. 
22.)  Thns  the  skin/of"  a  goat,  the  emblem  of  a  renro- 
tmte.  iiJi/biinnntcly  comes   in    to    patch   Up  yottr  best 

And  i  doubt  me  bat,  as  the  typical  garment  via* 
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too  scanty  to  cover  Jacob's  hands  and  neck  5  so  the 
fancied  atitityjiL-  will  prove  loo  short  to  cover  tlie  hands 
of  those,  who,  like  "  Onesimus,  rob  their  masters  ;'" 
and  the  neck  and  heels  of  those,  who,  like  David,  are 

*  swift  to  shed  blood,'  Hud  climb  up  into  their  neigh- 
bours" bed ;  if  they  do  not  net  a  more  substantial  right- 
eousness than  tli. ir,  in  which  ynii  suppose  they  stand 
complete,  while  they  commit  theit  enormous  crimes. 

5.  Plain  scripture  is  also  brought  to  support  this 
imputation.  David  say*,  '  Messed  is  he,  whose  sin  Is 
covered  :  Klessed  is  the  man  unto  whom  the  Lord  im- 
putetb  not  iniquity."  (Psalm  jtsxii.  1,  2.)  Hut,  alas  for 
your  scheme!  it  Is  thrown  down  by  the  very  nest 
words,  '  And  in  h  lio-c  spirit  there  is  no  guile.'  Thus, 
although  you  would  make  us  believe  the  contrary, 
David's   own   doctrine   shows,    that    he   was    not  the 

*  blessed  mau,  whose  sins  are  covered  by  non-impu- 
tation of  iniquity,'  when  his  spiiit  was  full  of  guile, 
adultery,  and  murder.  And,  indeed,  be  tells  11s  so 
himself  in  this  very  Psalm,  '  When  1  kept  silence," 
says  be,  when  1  harboured  guile  and  iiupenitency, '  day 
and  uight  thy  blind  was  heavy  upon  me:  but  when  1 
acknowledged  my  sin  unto  thee,' when  1  parted  with 
my  guile,  '  thou  fori;avcsl  iln:  iuii[ui(y  nt"  my  sin." 

6.  However,  if  David's  words  arc  flatly  against  your 
imputation,  it  is  supposed,  that :.~  prefaced  by  St.  Paul, 
they  make  greatly  for  it,  '  David  defcri  belli  the  blessed- 
ness of  the  man  to  whom  God  inipnteth  rkhtt'onsiitsjj 
without  works."  (Bom.  iv.  6.)  1  have  already  ob- 
served, that  as  the  apostle  cannot  contradict  David  anil 
himself,  he  only  meant,  without  the  works  of  the  law, 
as  opposed  to  faith  and  to  the  work  of  faith.  That  this 
is  the  true  meaning  (if  St.  Paul's  words,  Is  evident  by 
those  which  Introduce  them,  'To  him  that  worke  til 
not,  but  believcth,  his  faith  is  counted  for  righteous- 
ness. Who  does  not  see  here,  that  believing,  which 
is  the  good  work  that  hegcts  all  others,  is  opposed  to 
the  faithless  works,  about  which  the  Pharisees  made 

so  much  ado  to  so  littje  purpose  ?    Who  does  uox  \iar- 
ceire,  tint u  mau  must  believe,  that  Is,  do  ttw*oi\«.«* 
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God,  before  his  faith  can  be  'counted  for  righteous, 
ness  ?' — Add  consequently,  that  righteousness  is  im- 
puted to  him  who  believes,  not  absolutely  without  any 
son  of  works ;  but  only  without  the  works  of  the 
law,   emphatically  railed   by  the  apostle,  works,  or 

*  deeds  of  the  law,'  when  he  contradistinguishes  tlicm 
from  faith,  and  '  the  work  of  faith  ?' 

7.  To  the  preceding  scriptures  our  Calviniit  bre- 
thrcu  add  a  plausible  argument.  "  God,"  say  they, 
"  may  as  well  impute  to  us  Christ's  perfect  righteous- 
ness in  all  our  silts,  and  account  us  completely 
righteous  without  one  (train  of  inherent  righteousness  ; 
as  he  imputed  the  horrid  crimes  of  the  elect  to  Christ 
iu  all  his  obedience,  and  accounted  hi w  completely 
guilty  without  one  single  grain  of  inherent  sin.  To 
deny,  therefore,  that  find  imputes  righteousness  to  an 
clert,  while  he  is  full  of  tin  righteousness  ;  or  to  sup- 
pose that  he  impute*  sin  to  an  apostate,  who  '  is  sold 
under  sin,'  is  but  a  decent  way  of  denyiin.'  the  imputa- 
tion of  our  personal  sius  to  Christ  and  the  vicarious 
satisfaction  which  he  made  on  the  cross." 

To  detect  the  fallacy  of  this  argument,  wc  need  only 
observe,  (1.)  That  God  never  accounted  Christ  "  com- 
jiletely  guilty."  .Such  expressions  as  these,  '  Kc  made 
him  siu  for  us  ;  He  laid  upon  him  the  iniquities  of 
os  all,'  &c,  arc  only  Hehrcwidioms,  which  signify, 
that  God  appointed  Christ  a  sacrifice  for  sin  ;  and  that 

*  the  chastisement  of  our  forfeited  peace  was  upon 
him;'  which  no  more  Implicit,  that  God  put  on  his  back, 
by  au  absolute  imputation,  a  robe  of  unrighteousness, 
woven  with  all  the  sins  of  the  elect,  to  make  him  com- 
pletely guilty  ;  than  St.  Luke,  when  he  informs  lis, 
that  the  Virgin  Mary  fiilVrcil  two  yimnu-  [ii aeons  lor  her 
purification,  supposes  her  ceremonial  uucleaniiess  was, 
some  bow,  woven  into  a  couple  of  little  garments,  and 
put  upon  the  hark  of  the  tivo  young  pigeons,  which, 
by  that  mean,  were  made  completely  unclean. 

I  hope  the  follmyjjM,'  jjin.-'f ration  ivill  tiiuv'vnce  -jQU, 
Sir,  tint  such  icliiiemcnts  as  these  are  as  contrary  to 
sober   rcasvn,   as  to   scripture    duly   compared   *& 
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itself.  Gallio  gets  drank,  and  as  lie  reels  home  from 
liia  midnight  revels,  he  breaks  thirty-six  lamps  in  the 
streets,  and  semis  out  voliies  of  curses  to  the  number 
uf  two  hundred.  He  ia  brought  before  you,  and  yon 
insist 011  hi.-  goim.  tn  the  House  of  Correction,  or  paying 
so  much  inoneyto  buy  three  dozen  of  lamps,  beside 
the  usual  liin:  liir  l^i-  jirotiini1  hiiijiJ.inL'.  As  he  is  not 
worth  a  groat,  his  .sober  brother  Mitio  kindly  offers  to 
lay  down  the  sitm  for  him.  You  accept  of  the  "  vicari- 
OiM  satisfaction,"  and  binding  the  rake  tn  his  good 
behaviour,  you  release  him  at  his  brother's  request. 
Now,  Sir,  would  you  be  reasonable,  if  you  reckoned 
Mitio  completely  guilty  of  getting  drunk,  swearing  two 
hundred  oaths,  and  breaking  thirty-six  lamps  ?  Far 
from  supposing  him  guilty  of  breaking  one  lump,  or 
swearing  one  oath,  even  while  he  makes  satisfaction 
for  his  brother's  wildness,  do  you  uot  esteem  him 
according  to  his  own  excellent  character  ? 

And  will  villi  defend  n  ilnetrine  which  charges  God 
with  a  mistake  In  thousand  times  more  glaring,  than 
that  yoa  would  be  guilty  of,  if  you  really  reckoned 
Mitto  an  abandoned  rake,  and  (MHO  a  man  of  an  ex- 
emplary conduct  ?  Wiil  yon  indeed  recommend  stiU  as 
gospel,  an  ii;iiiiion  which  sujiyiuses,  that  the  God  of 
everlasting,  unchangeable  Love  once  loathed  and 
abhorred  his  beloved  Sou  ?  And  that  the  God  of  inva- 
riable Truth  could  once  say  to  (lie  lioly  Jems,  "Thou 
art  all  foul,  0  thou  defiled  object  of  my  hatred,  there  is 
no  purity  in  thee  :"  While  he  addresses  a  bloody  adul- 
terer with,  '  Thou  art  all  fair,  my  love,  my  midefiled, 
there  is  no  spot  tn  thee?' 

A  variety  of  scriptural  and  rational  arguments  1  have, 
directly  or  indirectly,  advanced,  in  every  Cheek,  against 
that  capital  doctrine  of  yours,  "  the  absolute  imputa- 
tion of  Christ's  personal  righteousness  to  believers  ;" 
whether  they  live  chastely  with  their  own  wives,  or 
entice  away  other  men's  wives:  Whether  they  charita- 
bly assist  their  neighbours,  or  get  them  ti  cache ronaly 
marStied.  All  those  arguments,  centre  Vu  tAt'vs  ■  If 
that  doctrine  is  true,   the   divine  perEecftovn.  ™ttei  a. 
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al  eclipse ;  one  half  of  the  Bible  is  erased ;  St. 
s's  Epistle  it  made  void ;  defiled  religion  justly 
i  lor  " pure  gospel;"  the  Calvtnian  doctrine  of 
verance  is  true ;  and  barefaced  Antinomiaaisai  is. 
rly  recommended  as  the  "  doctrine  of  grace/* 
ling  that  considered  your  doctrine  of  imputed 
witness,  permit  me,  honoured  Sir,  to  snbntitto 
inspection,  the  harmonizing  views  that  We  hat* 
d*t  perfectiont ;  while  we  see  him  impute  rigfate- 
ss  to  a  man  (i.  e.,  reckon  t  man  righteous}  tolong> 
actually  believes  with  a  faith  working  by  obedient 

and  impute  iniquity  to  an  apostate  (i.  e.,  reckon 
unrighteous)   as  soon  at  he  departs  from  fist 

to  work  iniquity,  and  walk  in  the  ways  of. 
nteotttness.     ^  • 

firmly  believe,  that  God's  Imputation,  whether 

or  righteousness,  it  not  founded  upon  sovereign, 
je,  but  upon  indubitable  truth.  As-  we  are  par- 
i  by  generation  of  Adam's  original  pollution, 
i  God  imputes  it  to  us,  that  is,  before  he  accounts 
ally  polluted ;  so  are  we  partakers  by  regenera- 
>f  Christ's  original  righteousness,  before  God 
es  righteousness  to  us,  that  is,  before  he  accounts 
ally  righteous.  And,  therefore,  a  positive  and 
mtial  communication  of  Christ's  righteousness, 
hended  by  faith,  no  less  precedes  God's  imputa- 
>f  righteousness  to  a  believer,  than  Bartimeus'e 
ing  his  sight,  and  admitting  the  light,  were  pre-, 
to  God's  reckoning  that  he  actually  saw. 
bough  we  grant  the  Almighty  '  calls  the  things 
re  not,  as  though  they  were ,'  and  that,  according 

foreknowledge,  he  frequently  speaks  of  them  in 
■ophetic  style,  as  if  they  were  now,  or  had  been 
ly;  yet  when  he  reckons  what  is,  in  order  to 
entence  of  absolution  or  condemnation,  he  can*. 
3uy  his  truth,  and  reckon  a  man  actually  chaste 
charitable,  that  actually  commits  adultery  and 
jr.  We  dare  not  impute  this  flagrant  unrighte- 
ss  to  God.    And  as  f  no  guile  was  found  In  tha 

mouth'  while  he  was  upon  earth,  we  euro* 
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admit  the  most  distant  thought  of  his  being  full  of 
guile  in  heaven  =  Which  we  appreheud  would  be  the 
case,  if  he  reckoned  that  a  man,  who  actually  falls 
from  adultery  iuto  murder,  U  actually  undented,  and 
completely  righteous. 

Again,  as  Christ  bore  no  manner  of  vicarious 
punishment  for  us;  or,  which  is  the  same,  as  our 
iniquities  were  not  actually  laid  upon  him,  till  he  par- 
took of  our  frail  nature,  and  was  positively  interested 
Id  out  corruptible  blood  ;  so,  by  a  parity  of  reason,  we 
are  not  indulged  with  the  pardon  and  acceptance  which 
he  merited  for  us,  till  we  partake  of  his  light  and 
righteousness.  Hence  appears  the  weakness  of  that  ar- 
gument, "  Righteousness  may  as  well  be  imputed  to  us, 
without  any  participation  of  the  divine  nature  ;  as  sin 
was  imputed  tn  t.  lui.-i,  without  any  participation  of  our 
fallen  nature."  We  abs<iluii-ly  ilirn  tlur  fact  on  which 
this  argument  is  founded,  and  assert,  with  St.  Paul, 
that  Christ  'was  made  sin  for  us,'  (i.  e.,  a  proper  sacri- 
fice for  our  sins,)  not  by  an  imaginary  robe  of  unright- 
eousness put  upon  him  according  to  your  imputation  ; 
but  by  being  really  '  made  of  a  /alhn  mortal  woman,' 
and  'sent  in  the  likeness  of  sinful  flesh,'  that  he  might 
suffer  and  die  for  us  ;  which  he  could  not  have  done, 
if  he  had  not  assumed  our  fallen  nature  ;  unfallen  man 
being  quite  above  the  reach  of  pain  and  death.  It  is 
not  less  certain,  then: lure,  (hat  '  he  was  made  in  the 
likeness  of  sinful  flesh,'  than  it  is  indubitable,  that '  he 
was  in  all  points  tempted  like  as  we  are,  yet  without 
sin.' 

As  sure,  then,  as  Christ  was  not  '  made  sin  [i.e.,  a 
sin-offering]  for  us,'  by  a  speculative  imputation  of 
ottr  personal  sins;  but  by  being  actually  made  flesh, 
clothed  with  our  mortality,  and  *  sent  in  the  likeness 
of  sinful  flesh  ;'  so  sure  are  'we  made  the  righteousness 
of  God  in  him,'  not  by  a  speculative  imputation  of  his 
personal  ct o ■  >'  1  work*,  but  liy  being  '  made  partakers  of 
the  divine  nature,  begotten  of  God,  and  clothed  with 
essential  rlghwousaeis  ;'  which  is  the  case  when  we 
'put  on   tlie   new  man,   who  after  Goi  is  ct«a&&  \\\ 
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righteousness  and  true  holiness.'  Thus  it  appear!  to 
us  that  your  imputation  may  be  demolished,  only  by 
retorting,  2  Cor.  v.  21,  the  scripture  with  which  It 
is  chiefly  supported ;  and,  if  we  are  not  mistaken,  the 
venerable  fabric  raised  upon  that  passage,  like  Maho- 
met's venerable  tomb,  hangs  in  the  air  without  one 
single  prop. 

That  the  seed  of  righteousness,  by  which  we  are 
first  interested  in  Christ,  is  universal  in  all  infants, 
appeals  to  us  evident  from  St.  Paul's  words,  '  As  by 
one  man's  [Adam's]  di  so  be  die  nee,  the  many,  [the 
multitudes  of  mankind,]  were  made  sinners,'  by  n  seed 
of  sin  ;  '  so  by  the  obedience  of  one  [Christ}  shall  the 
many,  [the  multitudes  of  mankind,]  be  made  righte- 
ods,'  by  a  seed  of  righteousness,  to  the  end  of  the 
world.  (Rom.  v.  19.)  Hence  it  is,  that  righteousness 
is  imputed  to  all  infants,  and  that,  as  1  have  proved, 
Letter  X,  they  stand  justified  before  God,  according  to 
the  inferior  dispensation  they  are  Slider. 

When  they  grow  up,  and  '  hold  the  truth  in  unright- 
eousness:,' by  sinning  against  their  light;  personal 
iiiiijutty  is  imputed  to  them  ;  and  till  they  believe  again 
in  the  light,  and  renounce  the  evil  deeds  which  it 
reproves,  they  are  'condemned  already.'  But  the 
moment  they  truly  repent,  and  unldguedly  believe  the 
gospel  beloijjjiiji;  to  [heir  dispensation,  condemnation 
vanishes;  God  again  imputes  righteousness  to  them  j 
that  is,  for  Christ's  sake  he  again  pardons  their  sins, 
accepts  their  persons,  and  considers  them  as  branches 
that  admit  the  righteous  sap  of  the  true  Vine,  arid  bear 
'  the  fruits  of  righteousness.' 

Once  more  ;  if  these  branches  do  not  bclievingly 
abide  iu  Christ  the  Vine,  they  become  such  branches 
in  him,  as  hear  not  fruit.  Nay,  they  bear  the  poison  of 
nnrighteousnc^  .  iniquity  therefore  is  again  imputed 
to  them ;  and  so  long  as  they  continue  iu  their  sin  and 
unbelief,  they  are  every  moment  liable  to  be  '  taken 
away,  cast  into  the  fire,  and  burned.'  (John  xv.-) 
Nevertheless,  through  the  Redeemer 
God  '  bears  long  with  them  ;'  and,  if  they  d' 
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to  the  last  the  '  richea  of  his  forbearance  and  long* 
sttffcriue,'  duly  considering  how  '  his  goodness  leadeth 
them  to  repentance,'  their  backsliding  ate  healed  : 
The j  believe  again  '  with  the  heart  unto  righteous- 
ness :'  The  righteous  sap  of  the  true  Vine  has  again  ■ 
free  course  in  their  .hearts  :  They  again  receive  Christ, 
who  '  is  the  end  of  the  law,'  and  the  snm  of  the  gos- 
pel, '  fur  righteousness  to  every  one  that  believeth  :' 
And  their  faith,  which  once  more  admits  the  beams  of 
the  Sun  of  Righteousness,  is  once  more  '  imputed  to 
them  fur  righteousness.' 

This,  honoured  Sir,  is  the  holy  imputation  of  righte- 
ousness, which  we  read  of  in  the  oracles  of  God :  And 
we  prefer  it  to  yours  for  three  reasons  i  (1.)  It  hath 
truth  for  its  foundation  ;  but  your  imputation  stands 
upon  a  preposterous  supposition,  that  Christ,  the 
righteous,  mi  an  exer ruble  sinner,  and  that  an  elect 
is  perfectly  righteous,  while  he  commits  execrable 
iniquity.— (2.)  Because  it  perfectly  agrees  with  Si. 
James's  mnJi.-f,  k.l  rdi^iuii,  which  your  scheme  entirely 
overthrows. — And,  (3.)  Because  it  is  supported  by  the 
plainest  scriptures. 

The  Popeshave  at  least  the  letter  of  one  passage  to 
countenance  their  monstrous  doctrine  of  trail  =  lib  Stan  - 
tiation.  They  save  appearances,  when  they  make  their 
dupes  believe,  that  a  bit  of  bread  is  really  the  body 
of  Christ  i  For,  say  they,  Christ  took  bread,  and 
declared,  This  is  my  body.  But,  O  tell  it  not  iu  Paris, 
lest  the  subjects  <>f  the  triple  crown  triumph  over  ua  in 
their  turn  1  The  personal  righteousness  of  Christ  is 
Dot  so  much  as  once  mentioned  in  all  the  Bible  with 
the  doctriue  of  imputation:  And  yet  some  divines 
can  make  whole  congregations  of  men,  who  protest 
againat  the  impious  absurdities  of  the  ( 'lunch  of  Romo, 
believe,  that  the  imputation  of  Christ's  personal  right- 
eousness is  a  scriptural  doctrine,  and  the  rery  marrow 
of  the  gospel:  This  garment  of  their  own  weaving 
they  cast  over  adulterers  aud  murderers,  and  then 
represent  the  filthy,  bloody  wretches,  as  complete  in 
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Christ's  obedience,  perfert  iu  righteousness,  and 
"  undefiled"  before  God  '. 

If  I  had  a  thousand  tongues,  could  1  employ  them 
more  to  the  glory  of  Christ,  and  the  pond  of  souls, 
than  by  crying  to  the  thousands  who  arc  still  '  sold 
under  sin,'  and  still  take  their  carnal  ease  in  that  ima- 
ginary garment  of  rightMsncM,  '  Awake  to  true 
righteousness,  and  sin  out?'  Search  the  scriptures: 
Where  is  it  said,  that  Christ's  personal  righteousness 
was  ever  imputed  to  either  man  or  angel  *  And  where 
is  it  written,  that  rightciPUMitss  was  ever  iuijiu ted  to 
any  one,  farther  than  he  was  possessed  of,  and  actu- 
ated by,  a  living,  powerful  inherent  priuniule  of 
righteous  faith  ? 

'  To  the  law  and  the  testimony  1'  Can  any  thing  he 
plainer  than  the  two  folio  wine;  positions,  uu  which  all 
oar  doctrine  of  iuiputation  is  founded  ? — 1 1.)  Faith  is  a 
powerful,  ouiikcnin  j,  ju.J!ii'yi!ik',  sanriifi  jug,  working, 
Tictorious,  saving  grace. — (2.)  This  faiih,  us  it  springs 
from,  and  re ceiies  Christ,  and  hut  righteous  power, 
1  U  imputed  to  us  for  righteousness.' 

Does  not  the  first  of  these  propositions  stand  uu- 
ihakeo  upon  nuch  scriptures  as  these  ?  'Faith  is  the 
evidence  of  things  not  seen,  and  the  siili-t  ince  of  things 
hopedfor;— All  things  are  possible  to  him  that  heik-veth : 
— Whosoever  belicieth  Is  bom  of  God  : — All  that  he- 
lieve  are  justified  : — I'nnfyliie  their  hen t.s  by  faith  : — 
Sanctified  through  faith  that  is  in  me  —This  id  the  vic- 
tory that  overcomctli  the  world,  even  our  faith.] — Yc 
are  saved  through  faith  :— Faith  workcth  by  love  ;— 
lltmembcting  your  work  of  faiths — Faith  without 
works  is  dead:— He  that  helievetlt  hath  everlasting 
life; — Hahliug  the  mystery  of  faith  in  a  pure  con- 
science, which  some  haviiu;  put  away  concerning  faith 
have  made  shipwreck,'  &c.  Is  It  nut  evident  from 
the=e  scriptures,  that  all  who  have  a  living  faith,  have 
not  only  a  pardon,  hut  works,  especial];  love,  which 
is  '  the  fulfilling,  of  the  law;' — love,  the  n,T,6t  eseellunt 
'frujic/  righteousness,  'in  vrnidi  all  others   are  con- 


tained?  And  surely,  if  they  have  a  pardon,  anil  true, 
inherent  righteousness,  in  their  Christ- accepting, 
loving,  and  obedient  faitli ;  that  faith  may  well  be 
'  imputed  to  thonj  for  righteousness,'  or,  God  may 
well  account  them  righteons. 

Nor  h  the  M.('"ii'l  piu|..!.-ii;i)n,  upon  tvhich  our  im- 
putation stands,  less  clearly  laid  down  in  the  scrip- 
tores.  '  Abraham  believed  in  the  Lord,  and  he 
counted, f  [or  imputed]  it  to  him  for  right  eonsuess." 
(Gen.  xv.  fi.)  What  nays  the  scripture  ?  'Abraham 
believed  God,  and  it  was  imputed  unto  him  for  righte- 
ousness,' i.e.,  for  preceding  righteousness,  through  the 
remission  of  his  past  sins  ;  for  present  acceptance  in 
the  Beloved,  wlioni  !].■  nniveil ;  and  for  present  right- 
eousness through  the  righteous  exertions  of  a  '  faith 
that  worketh  by  love.'  Again,  *  To  him  that  belie veth, 
his  faith  is  imputed  for  righteousness: — We  say  that 
faith  was  imputed  to  Abraham  for  righteousness : — 
That  he  might  be  the  father  of  all  them  that  believe, 
that  righteousness  might  he  imputed  to  th era  also  : — 
He  was  strong  in  faith,  giving  glory  to  God  ;  and  there- 
fore it  was  imputed  to  him  for  righteousness  : — Now  it 
was  not  written  for  his  sake  alone,  that  it  was  imputed 
to  him  ;  bnt  for  us  also,  to  whom  it  shall  he  impated,  if 
we  believe.'     (Gal.  iii.  6  ;  Rom.  iv.  3,  &c.) 

As  Moses  had  led  the  van  of  these  testimonies  in  fa- 
vour of  oor  scriptural  imputation,  and  St.  Paul  the 
main  body,  permit  St.  James  to  bring  up  the  rear. 
*  Seest  thou,"  says  he,  '  how  faith  wrought  with  Ahra- 
ham's  works,  and  by  works  was  faith  made  perfect, 
and  the  scripture  was  fulfilled,  which  says,  Abraham 
believed  God,  and  it  was  imputed  to  him  for  righteous, 
ness."  (Jam.  ii.  23.)  The  whole  is  thus  summed  op 
by  the  great  defender  of  free  grace  :  '  The  Gentiles 
which  followed  not  after  righteousness  have  attained 

I  to  righteousness,  even  the  righteousness  which  is  of 
faith.    But  Israel,   which   followed  after  the  law  of 

/  There  it  hue  one  word  in  the  original,  which  our  tnnilUcn 
/m/idirmr/y  render  impute,  count,  or  reckon. 
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righteousness,  hath  not  attained  to  it.  Wherefore? 
Because  they  sought  it  not  by  faith  ;  but,  as  it  were,  by 
[the  faithless]  works'  which  tliey  did  in  self  righteous 
obedience  to  the  letter  of  the  law ;  trampling  under 
foot  the  righteousness  of  faith,  which  speaketh  on  thin 
wise :  '  If  thou  shall  confess  with  thy  mi>nth  the  Lord 
Jesus,  and  shalt  believe  in  thy  heart  that  God  hath 
raised  him  from  the  dead,  thou  shalt  he  saved  :  For 
with  die  huart  man  belie  veth  unto  righteousness,  and 
with  the  mouth  confession  is  made  unto  salvation.' 
(Rom.  is.  and  i.) 

Who  does  not  see,  in  reading  these  words,  that  we 
must  do  something  unto  righteousness,  as  well  as  unto 
salvation  ?  Is  it  uot  evident,  that  we  must  now  '  believe 
with  the  heart,'  in  order  to  the  former,  and  '  make 
confession  with  the  mouth,'  as  we  have  opportunity, 
in  order  to  the  latter;  and  consequently, that  righteous- 
uess  imputed,  as  well  as  sal  ration  finished,  withont 
any  thing  done  on  our  part,  is  a  doctrine,  that  is  not 
less  contrary,  even  to  St.  Paul's  Epistle  tn  the  Romans, 
fairly  taken  together,  than  to  that  strong  rampart  of 
undefined  religion,  the  Epistle  of  St.  James. 

However,  a  cloud  of  objections  arises,  to  keep  the 
light  from  a  prejudiced  leader ;  And  as  he  thinks  that 
three  of  them  are  remarkably  strong,  I  beg  leave  to 
consider  them  with  some  degree  of  attention. 

1.  Obj.  "Your  doctrine  of  justifying,  sanctifying, 
and  working  faith  imputed  to  us  fur  righteousness,  I 
bear  juy  loud  testimony  against ;  because  It  confounds 
righteousness  nilli  Minciiflcation,  two  gospel-  hi  casings, 
Khich  are  clearly  distinguished.  (1  Cor.  i.  30.)" 

A»s.  It  would  be  much  better  to  confound,  than  to 
destroy  them  both  ;  as  I  fear  you  do,  when  yon  cast  a 
robe  of  finished  salvation,  i.  e.,  of  complete  righteous- 
ness  and  finished  holiness  over  impenitent  adulterers 
and  murderers.  Hut  he  that  as  it  will,  your  objection 
is  groundless.  1  have  already  observed,  and  1  once 
more  declare,  tha"  when  nc  i/jeait  of  the  riyhtfonsiieSA 
of  faith,  wv  understand  three  things:  (1.)  The  noti- 
impnta/ion,  or  •  forgiveness  of  the  sins  that  are  fast." 
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(Rom. iil.  25.)— (2.)  Present  'acceptance  in  tUe  Be- 
loved I'  (Eph.  i.  6.)  And  (3.)— A  principle  of  universal 
righteousness,  by  which  we  are  interested  In  Christ's 
righteousness;  just  as  a  branch  is  Interested  in  the 
excellence  of  the  vine,  by  receiving  the  generous  sap 
which  it  actually  derives  from  it ;  and  not  by  an  ima- 
ginary imputation  of  the  fine  crapes  which  the  vine 
bore  1700  years  ago.  'Let  no  man  deceive  you  ;  he 
that  hoe*  righteousness,'  is  a  righteous  branch;  even 
ms  Christ  is  a  righteous  vine  !     (1  John  [II,  7  ;  John 

17.5.) 

On  the  other  lumd,  when  we  sneak  nl'  saiielibcation, 
»e  understand  the  wonderful  change,  wrought  in  us  by 
the  working  of  tlie  above-mentioned  principle  of  right- 
eousness ;  and  the  internal  fruits  which  It  produces, 
till,  by  '  growing  up  into  Christ  iu  all  things,  we  come 
iu  the  unity  of  the  faith,  and  of  the  knowledge  of  the 
Sou  of  God,  unto  a  perfect  man,  unto  the  measure  of 
ihe  stature  of  the  fulness  of  (_!li List."  It  is  evident 
there  fori:,  that,  considering;  righteousness  and  sancti- 
ficatioti  even  in  their  most  iutiiuate  union,  we  do  not 
confound  them  at  ail ;  but  maintain  as  clear  a  distinc- 
tiou  between  llicm,  as  that  which  sub.-i.-ts  belwceu  the 
derivation  of  sap  by  a  wild  tnnncli  from  the  good  olive 
tree,  and  the  change  produced  in  that  branch  upon 
such  a  derivation. 

II.  Obj.  "  Your  doctrine  is  Popery  refined.  By 
paying  saving  honours  to  a  Chrislian  trace,  and  taking 
the  crown  from  Christ  to  set  it  upon  faith,  yuu  pbake 
the  very  foundation  of  the  Med  into ;'«  ihioue.  If  this 
is  not  high  treasou  against  him,  wl.it  crime  deserves 
that  name?" 

AsbW.  Your  fears  are  laudable,  ci.nuih  absolutely 
groundless.  (1.)  Kaith,  the  humble  glace  that  will 
know  nothing  but  Christ,  for  'wisdom,  righteousness, 
iauctilicalioii,  ami  icdcinntiun,'  can  nevei  dlsbouour 
his  person,  claim  his  crown,  or  shale  the  foundation 
of  his  throue.  Is  it  not  ridiculous  to  make  so  modi 
ado  ubout  faith  robbing  Christ  of  sai  li.g  honour],  wbia 
Christ  /ii'iuseli"saySj'ThyF.UTVi\iat\i&i\ttiMwie-,'  aid 


when  the  apostle  cries  oin,  '  Believe,  and  tliou  shall  be 
saved!"  Were  tlien  Christ  ami  St.  Paul  twu  refined 
Papists,   and  guilty  of  high  ireasou  against  the  lle- 

(2.)  If  same  will  be  'wise  above  what  U  written,' 
we  dare  not.  If  they  ate  ashamed  of  the  oraclfs  of 
God,  we  tire  not;  therefore,  whatever  they  thiuk  of 
us,  we  must  say,  with  the  ci  an  judical  u|>ostle,  '  Faith 
was  imputed  to  Abraham  for  righteousness:  And  to  him 
that  helieveth,  his  FAVTB  is  imputed  for  riehteonancss.' 

(3.)  Should  you  say,  that  Abraham's  faith,  or  bis 
believing  God,  signifies  cither  Christ's  person,  or  his 
personal  righteousness :  We  reply,  Creitnl  Judaus 
Apelta  !  There  was  indeed  a  time  when  Caliiuist 
divines  rould  make  simple  Protestants  believe  it,  a* 
easily  as  the  Pope  can  make  credulous  Papists  believe, 
thtit  a  wafer  of  the  site  of  half-a-crowu,  is  the  identi- 
cal body  of  our  Lord  :  But  as  many  Humanist!  begin  to 
shake  oft"  the  yoke  of  Popish  absurdities  ;  so  many  Pro- 
testants will!  east  away  that  of  Calvinian  impositions. 
And  as  our  fathers  taught  us  to  protest,  that  the  hocus 
pocus  of  a  Popish  priest  cannot  tuvu  bread  into  Scab  ; 
so  will  we  teach  our  children  (o  protest,  that  the  bare 
assertion  of  a  Caivinist  minister  cautiot  turn  Abra- 
ham's faith  into  Christ's  person,  or  into  his  personal 
righteousness ;  which  most  however  be  the  case,  if 
those  wo rds,  'Abraham's  faith,'  or  his  believing  God, 
*  was  imputed  for  riditinn-ru'^.'  do  only  mean,  as  we 
are  confidently  told,  that  "  Christ,  or  hi.-  personal 
righteousness,  was  Imputed  to  Abraham  for  righteous- 

(4.)  Does  it  reflect  any  dishonour  upon  Christ,  to 
say,  with  St.  Paul,  that  '  faith  is  Imputed  to  us  for 
righteousness;'  when  believing  includes  its  object, 
(Christ  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life,)  as  necessarily 
ai  eating  supposes  food;  and  drinking,  liijuor?  li 
it  not  as  impossible  to  '  believe  in  the  light,'  without 
Christ  the  light ;  or  In  believe  in  the  truth,  without 
Christ  the  troth;  as  it  h  to  breathe  without  air,  <inu 
/,-,,-  nitimut  sounds  ?    ,lc-.,/»,  if  vim  afijr[u    "  that  we 

lot.  //.  G 


warm  ourselves  by  going  10  the  fire,"  do  you  sap  ihe 
fuuudatinn  of  natural  philosophy,  because  you  do  not 
i»y  tea  times  over,  ihut  ilic  warming  power  comes  from 
the  fire,  and  not  from  our  motion  towards  it  ?  And 
do  we  destroy  (lie  foundation  uf  L'Jirisiianity,  when  we 
■Mrtj  that  '  faith  working  by  love'  ins  trnineu  tally 
saves  us,  becuuse  we  do  not  spend  so  much  time  as 
you  in  saying  over  and  over,  that  the  saving  merit  and 
the  saving  power  now  from  the  Saviour,  aud  not  from 
onrown  act  of  believing?  la  not  this  as  clear,  as  it  is 
(hat  the  light  Hows  in  upon  us  from  tbc  ran,  and  not 
from  (though  it  is  through)  the  opening  of  our  eyes? 
Lastly,  would  not  physicians  wake  themselves  appear 
very  ridiculous,  if  they  distressed  their  patients,  when 
tkey  were  going  to  take  a  medicine,  with  the  fear  of 
ascribing  their  recovery  to  their  taking  the  remedy,  i.  e., 
to  "  their  own  doing,"  rather  than  to  the  virtue  of  the 
remedy  itself?  And  are  those  divines  alone  partakers 
of  heavenly  ivisdoni,  who  puzzle  siuners  that  are  com- 
ing to  Christ,  and  place  a  lion  in  their  way,  by  per- 
petually injecting  into  their  niindu  a  fear,  lest  they 
should  ascribe  their  salvation  to  faith,  rather  than  to 
the  Saviour  whom  faith  receives?  Where  does,  the 
apostle,  whose  evangelical  sentiments  they  do  so  de- 
servedly extol,  set  them  the  example  of  such  refine- 
ments ?  Is  it  Rom.  iv. ,  where  he  says,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, seven  times,  that  '  faith  is  imputed  for  right- 
eousness.1' Is  it  not  strauge,  that  at  last  "orthodoxy" 
should  consist  in  fairly  setting  aside,  or  explaining 
away  the  doctrine  of  St.  Paul,  as  well  as  that  of  St, 

(III.  Obj.  '*  Voar  mind  is  full  of  carnal  reasonings. 
Von  da  not  know  either  Christ  or  yourself.  !f  youdld^ 
yon  would  never  set  up  the  inherent  righteousness  of 
(aitb,  which  is  nothing  but  our  own  righteousness,  in 
.^position  to  imputed  righteousness.  If  yon  were  not 
,,uUl-  blind,  or  '  very  dark,'  yoa  would  sec,  that  al!  our 
righteous  esses  areas  filthyjags  ;  and  yon  would  hum- 
bly  acknowledge,  that  the  holy  breast- plate  aud  robe  of 
tiehteoumvs*,  which  sve  may  with  siEevj  awl  Xwiivvirc 
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appear  in  before  God,  are  the  breast-  plate  ami  robe:  of 
Christ's  personal  righteousness  freely  imputed  to  us, 
without  any  of  our  doings.  This  beat  roue,  which  yon 
so  horribly  bespatter,  we  mult  defend  against  all  the 
Arminiaus,  Pelagians,  ami  J'apisis  in  the  world." 

Amsw.  To  do  this  grand  objection  justice,  it  will  be 
proper  to  consider  it  in  its  various  parts,  and  give  each 
a  full  answer. 

1.  We  acknowledge  that  we  cannot  think,  nonsense 
is  any  more  compatible  with  the  wisdom  of  God,  and 
fiat  contradiction  with  his  mud  oracles,  than  adultery 
is  compatible  with  undehled  religion,  and  murder  with 
common  morality.  If  AoM  sentiments  are  "  carnal 
reasonings,"  we  beg  leave  to  continue  carnal  reasoners, 
till  you  can  recommend  your  spiritual  reasonings, 
either  by  common  sense  or  plain  script  arc. 

2.  Von  confound,  without  reason,  the  inherent 
rigbteousuci*  ot  faith  with  Hi.iri-aii  -clf-iinhteoasuesB. 
I  have  already  proved,  that  the  latter,  which  is  the 
partial,  external,  and  hypocritical  righteousness  of  un- 
believing formalists,  is  the  only  righteousness  which 
the  prophet  compares  to  tilth}'  rags.  With  respect  to 
the  former,  that  Is  our  own  righteousness  of  faith,  far 
from  setting  it  up  in  opposition  to  imputed  righteous- 
ness rightly  understood,  we  assert,  that  it  is  the  right- 
eousness of  God,  the  very  thing  which  '  God  imputes 
to  us  for  righteousness  ;'  the  very  righteousness  which 
has  now  the  stamp  of  bis  approbation,  and  will  oue 
day  have  the  crown  of  his  rewards. 

3.  You  affirm,  that  the  breast-plate  of  righteousness 
which  St.  Paul  fhurjes  the  Kplie^inn-  In  luive  on.  i- 
Clirist's  personal  righteousness  imputed  to  us ;  and  we 
prove  the  contrary  by  the  following  arguments.  The 
apostle,  who  is  the  best  illustrator  of  his  own  expres- 
sions, exhorts  the  The^alonians  to  '  put  on  the  breast- 
plate of  faith  and  love'  No*,  as  we  never  heard  or 
soldiers  having  two  breast-plates  on  ;  the  imaginary 
breast-plate  of  their  general,  which  they  wear  by  impu- 
tation :  and  the  solid  plate  of  metal,  tvh'icli  actuaVty 


r  breasts  ;  we  conclude,  tliat  the  '  breast- 
plate of  righteousness,'  which  St.  Paul recom nit nds  to 
the  Ephesiaus,  together  with  the  'shield  of  faith,'  is 
nothing  but  the  '  breast-plate  of  faith  and  love,'  which 
he  reconnikmN  t<>  itie  The-salonians. 

To  help  my  readers  to  see  your  doctrine  in  a  proper 
light,  I  might  say,  If  the  breast-plate  of  our  Lord's 
personal  obedience  has  no  more  to  do  with  our  breasts 
than  the  personal  dinner  which  he  took  in  the  Phari- 
see's house,  has  to  do  with  our  empty  stomachs  ;  and 
the  personal  garment  in  which  he  shone  upon  Mount 
Tabor,  has  to  do  with  our  naked  shoulders  ;  the  judi- 
cious apostle  would  probably  have  called  it  a  brain- 
plate,  rather  than  a  breast-plate,  as  having  far  less  to 
do  with  the  breast  and  heart,  than  with  the  brain  and 
imagination,  liut  as  this  argument  would  rather  turn 
upon  our  translation,  than  upon  the  original,  1  drop  it, 
and  present  you  with  one  that  has  more  solidity. 

If  the  breast-plate  of  a  Christian  warrior,  is  as  far 
from  him,  in  limi'  and  jikio-,  .is  the  personal  righteous- 
ness wrought  by  our  Lord  in  Judea  1760  years  ago  ; 
his  shield  may  he  at  (he  same  distance  j  and  so  un- 
doubtedly may  his  helincf  and  sandals,  his  belt  and 
sword.  Thus,  by  Calvin's  contrivance  you  have  a  sol- 
dier of  Christ  armed  cap-a-pec,  without  one  single 
piece  of  armour  from  head  to  foot.  And  will  you  say 
of  these  imaginary  accoutrements,  in  which  the  elect 
eau  »t i tit  ali  ease  commit  adultery  and  incest,  that  Ihey 
are  'the  armour  of  righteous  ntss  on  the  rii;k  hand  and 
i»i  the  left,"  in  which  St.  Paul  fought  his  battles,  and 
subdued  50  many  kindreds  and  nations  to  his  Lord's 
triumphant  cross?  Oh  I  if  that  champion  were  yet 
alive,  who  said,  in  the  midst  of  Corinth, '  The  kingdom 
of  God  is  not  in  word,  but  in  power,'  how  would  he 
ery,  in  the  midst  of  mystic  Genera,  "  The  armour  of 
God  is  not  a  Calvinian  notion,  but  a  divine  reality  '." 

What  we  are  persuaded  he  would  thunder  out 
through  ihe  world,  we  are  at  last  determined  to  pro- 
cJaiia  011  the  ualh  01' our  Jerusalem,  ''Soldiers  of  Christ, 
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ur  of  righteousness,  the  armour  of  light,  the 
j  armour  of  God :'  So  shall  you  be  '  able  to  stand 
e  evil  day  ;  and  haviug  done  all,  to  stand  with 

in  judgment,  and  with  honour  in  the  congrega- 
•f  the  righteous.'  " 
We  apprehend  that  you  are  not  less  mistaken 

the  the  robe,  than  about  the  breast-plate  of  right-  \ 

ess.    And  we  think,  we  can  prove  it  by  the  testi-  :.  }. 

of  the  three  most  competent  judges  in  the  universe,  Jt-   * 

x>stle,  an  elder  before  the  throne,  and  the  Lamb  *m  t 

•  midst  of  it.    Hear  we  the  apostle  first.  ■  ■■  ■ 

\{  all  the  saints  were  clothed  with  the  robe  of  Y' 

t's  personal  righteousness,  they  would  all  be 
:d  exactly  like  Christ.    But  when  St.  John  had  a  ' 

i   of  the  Redeemer's  glory,  he  '  saw  him  clothed  J, 

i  vesture  dipt  in  blood  :   Aud  the  armies  which  ' 

in  heaven,  followed  him  clothed  in  fine  linen,  * 

5  and  clean.'    (Rev.  xix.  13,  14.)     Now,  as  the  > 

robes  worn  by  the  soldiers  that  compose  an  ,t 

cannot  be  the  red  robe  worn  by  the  general  at  \  * 

sad  of  the  army,  we  so  far  give  place  to  what  yon 


»» 
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to  merit  with  Christ,  not  only  our  own  salvation,  but 
thesalvatinu  of  all  mankind?  OSir,  it  H  you,  we  are 
afraid,  who  affect  the  Saviour  ;  fur  by  presuming  to  put 
on  his  robe?,  you  claim  hi.  nirdiatoml  honours:  For, 
after  all  your  fr.trs,  lest  ue  should  make  humble  faith 
share  the  Saviour's  glory,  or  hi?  glorious  apparel,  you 
not  only  put  it  on  yourself  without  ecreinony,  but 
throw  it  also  over  the  shoulders  of  ten  thousand  elect, 
without  excepting  even  those  who  add  drunkenness  to 
thirst,  and  cruelty  to  Inst. 

You  will,  I  hope,  see  the  great  impropriety  of  this 
conduct,  if  you  consider,  AW  the  Redeemer's  personal 
and  peculiar  righteousness,  is  his  personal  and  peculiar 
glory  ;  and  that  those  who  fancy  themselves  clad  with 
it,  (if  they  do  not  sin  ignoranfly,)  are  as  guilty  of  ridi- 
culotis.uot  to  say,  treasonable  presumption  before  God, 
as  country  clergymen  would  be  before  the  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury  and  the  King,  if  they  seriously  gave  it 
out,  that  the  sleeves  of  their  surplices  are  the  very 
lawn  sleeves  of  his  grace-,  and  their  gowns  and  cas- 
socks, the  identical  coronation  robes  of  his  majesty. 

The  fanciful  parsons  would  no  doubt  be  pitied  by  nil 
men  of  sense ;  and  bo  are  we  by  all  our  Calvinist  bre. 
thren  ;  hut,  alas  !  for  a  very  different  reason.  They 
wonder  at  and  kindly  pity  us,  because  we  cannot  fancy 
ourselves  clothed  with   robes   a  thousand  times  more 

»  sacred  than  those  which  Aaron  wore  on  the  great  day 
of  atonement : — With  robes  ten  thousand  times  more 
in  com  muni  cable,  than  the  king's  coronation  robes:— 
With  a  divine  garment,  that,  in  (he  very  nature  if  things, 
can  absolutely  suit  none  but  him,  '  on  whose  head  are 
many  crowns,  and  who  hath  on  his  vesture,  and  on  his 
thigh, aname  written,  Kingof  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords  ; 
— the  Child  born  unto  ua  of  a  virgin,  the  only-begotten 
Sou  of  the  Father,  given  to  put  away  siu  by  the  sacri- 
fice of  himself:— The  wonderful  Counsellor,  the  mighty 
God,  the  everlasting  Father,  the  Prince  of  Peace.' 
O  ye  sons  of  men,  how  long  will  yon  become  ho 
i  your  imagination,'  as  to  pot  on  robes  on 
which   the   very   finger   of  God  has  erabtoiietso.  bwVi 


;  be  with  the  reverential  faith  of  the  Syro-Phcni-  f 

.vonian  :  Like  her  you  may  indeed  steal  a  cure  ■         ' 

gh  them  :  But  0  *  do  not  steal  them,  as  those  who 
e'  in  the  Redeemer's  dress,  and  say,  *  I  am  Christ,*  , 

ose  who  tell  yon,  *  I  am  carnal,  sold  under  sin,'  t  '. 

10  matter!  I  am  safe  :  In  the  robes  of  Christ's  \  ' 

jousness, 1  am  as  righteous  as  Christ  himself.    If 
theless  you  are  bent  upon  putting  them  on  by  self-  ^  .'      ) 

tation,  at  the  peril  of  your  souls  throw  them  not  £  >  y 

the  shoulders  of  impenitent  sinners  ;  lest  you 
the  truth  of  God  into  a  flagrant  lie  ;'  lest  profess-  ■  ^ 

>urselves  wise  to  salvation,  you  '  become  fools,  *    ■ 

hange  the  glory  [the  glorious  robe]  of  the  incor-  t 

ile  God '-man,  into  the  infamous  cloak  of  an  inces-  • 

adulterer.  *    . 

Suppose  that  still  despising  the  white  robes,  that  is,  f 

angelical  righteousness  of  the  saints,  you  aspire 
ug  clothed  with  the  Redeemer's  vesture  dipt  in 
;  permit  me  to  oppose  to  your  error  the  tcstimo- 
one  of  the  twenty-four  elders  who  stand  nearest 
rone,  and  therefore  know  best  in  what  robes  the 
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148  FOURTH     CHECK 

from  before  my  eyes  :  Come,  ainJ  Ictus  reason  together  ; 
though  your  tins  bo  as  red  as  scarlet,  they  shall  be  as 
while;  3.1  snow.'  They  i-imtiimcd  inbuilt  in  prayer, 
that  God  would  '  wash  then  thoroughly  from  their 
iniquity,  and  cleanse  them  from  their  sins  :'  Nor  did 
thi'y  give  over  pleading  his  gracious  promises,  till  the 
livinj,'  water,  il.e  clean  sin;;  blood,  (lie  fuller's  snap,  and 
the  refiner's  fire,  had  had  their  full  effect  upon  them. 
Therefore,  '  to  them  it  was  granted,  that  they  should 
be  arrayed  in  tine  linen,  ehan  and  white  ;  for  the  fine 
linen  is  the  righteousness  of  the  saiuts.' 

Now  the  ipie.-tii.ni  between  us  is,  whether  the  '  fine 
linen,  clean  aud  white,' and  the  '  white  robes'  mention- 
ed by  St.  John,  are  the  evangelical,  personal  lighteous- 
:n.'.-.-  'A  tiie  .-..inl-i.  .oil  ■■  ■nciii.-iiun.il.  ;•;■  r- 1  -  ■  ■  =■  ■.  I  I  iiih'.i/U  > - 

ness  of  their  Lord  i  But  who  shall  help  us  to  decide  it  ? 
One  of  the  elders  before  the  throne,  who  advances  aud 
says  unto  Johii,  'These,  who  are  arrayed  in  white 
robes,  are  they  who  came  out  of  great  tribulation, 
and  hare  washed  their  robes,  and  made  them  white  in 
the  Wood  of  the  Lamb."  (Be*,  vli.  14.)  Does  not  this 
information,  given  by  one  to  whom  the  beloved  disciple 
had  just  said,  '  Sir,  thou  knuwest,1  make  it  indubitable 
that  the  rich!  eon  suess  wliieli  the  saints  appear  in  before 
God,  is  a  righteousness  which  was  once  defiled,  aud 
therefore  stood  in  need  of  washing  ?  Now,  what 
Christian  will  assert,  that  the  personal  righteousness  of 
the  immaculate  Lamb  of  God,  had  ever  one  spot  of 
defilement  ? 

Again,  those  robes  were  washed,  and  made  while  by 
the  saiuts:  '  They  have  washed  iljeir  lobes.'  It  is 
evident,  therefore,  that  if  these  robes  were  the  personal 
righteousness  of  Christ,  the  saints  intil  "ashed  it.  And 
who  is  the  good  mau  that,  upou  second  thoughts,  will 
dare  to  ennuteminee  a  preposterous  doctrine,  which 
supposes,  that  the  saints  have  washed  the  defiled  right- 
eousness  of  the  Lord,  aud  made  it  white  > 

Once  more ;  These  robes  are  washed  '  in  the  blood 
of  the  Lamb,'  that  is,  '  in  the  fountain  opened  for  sio, 
and  for  uiicleaaucse.'    Now,  if  thev  were  tiro  to\ws  ol 


>rioa8  apparel  ?  \ 

f  the  testimony  of  St.  John,  and  that  of  one  of  tlie  ? 

f-four  elders,  be  not  regarded  ;  let  our  Lord's  re- 
l  declaration,  at  least,  be  thought  worthy  of  con-  .  : 

tion.    All  oar  righteousness  flows  from  him,  as  j  : 

;  sap  of  the  branch  flows  from  the  vine.    There-  •'.  - 

ipeaking  of  righteousness,  he  says,  '  Buy  of  uie  \  .: 

raiment,  that  thou  mayest  be  clothed,  and  that  i   .  -  ( 

ame  of  thy  nakedness  do  not  appear/  (Rev.  iiL  !r-    :  " 

iutthat  this  white  raiment  cannot  be  his  personal  *~  t  } 

ousness,  we  prove,  first,  from  his  own  words  - 

oned  in  the  same  chapter, '  Thou  hast  a  few  names  I  ■ 

•dis,  whieh  have  not  defiled  their  garments.'  (Rev. 
)  Now,   if  these  garments  were  the  robes  of  »' 

,'s  personal  obedience,  which  neither  mau  nor 
can  defile,  how  came  our  Lord  to  make  it  matter 
lise  to  a  few  names,  that  they  had  not  defiled 
?  If  David  could  not  in  the  least  bespatter  them 
his  crimes,  was  it  a  wonder  that  some  persons 
i  have  kept  them  clean  ?  Is  it  not  rather  sur- 
g,  that  any  names  in  Sardis  should  have  had  defil- 
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which  neither  man  nor  devil  can  steal,  neither  adultery 
nor  murder  defile. 

Having  spent  90  much  time  with  my  Objector,  I  beg 
leave  to  turn  to  you,  honoured  Sir,  aud  to  conclude 
this  Essay  upon  imputed  viditenusncss,  by  summing  up 
the  difference  which  subsists  between  us  on  that  impor- 
tant subject ;  anil  iiivitiii"  men  "I  cauik'Urlo  detcnuine 
who  of  us  have  reason,  conscience  and  scripture  on 
their  side. 

You  believe,  that  the  uninterrupted  good  worts  and 
the  atnnini.-  siitl'mngs  of  (.'livi.it,  which  made  up  his 
personal  righteousness  while  he  was  upon  earth,  are 
imputed  to  the  elect  for  complete  and  eternal  righteous- 
ness, be  ttii.ii-  mi  n  perm:ial  righteousness  what  it  will : 
Insomuch  that,  as  you  express  it,  (Fine  Lellen,  p.  27, 
and  29,)  "  All  debts  and  claims  against  them,  be  they 
more  or  be  they  less,  be  they  small  or  be  they  great,  be 
they  before  or  be  they  after  conversion,  are  for  ever 
aud  for  ever  cancelled;   They  always  stand  absolved 

always  complete,  in  the  evcihsrini;  r-jliri so  ess  of  the 

Heriecmer."  Aud  you  think,  t!u;  this  imputed  right- 
eousness composes  the  robes  of  righteousness,  in  which 
they  stand  before  God,  both  in  the  day  of  convert  ion 
suci  in  the  day  of  judgment. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  believe,  that,  for  the  alone 
sake  of  Christ's  atoning  blood  and  personal  righteous- 
ness, our  personal  faith,  working  by  obedient  lore,  is 
imputed  to  us  for  righteousness.  And  we  aasett,  that 
this  living  faith,  working  by  obedient  love,  together 
with  the  pvuiieiU's  utihi-xetl  lo  it,  (such  as  patriot! 
through,  and  acceptance  in.  the  Beloved,)  makes  np 
the  robe  of  righteousness  'iva---iie.il  in  the  blood  of  the 
Lamb,'  in  which  true  believers  now  w.dk  humbly  with 
their  God,  and  will  one  day  triumphantly  enler  into  the 
glory  of  their  Lord. 

kl  hope,  honoured  Sir,  that  when  we  speak  of  per- 
sonal faith,  lo«e,  aud  righteousness,  you  will  do  us  the 
ja.il>ee  to  believe,  we  do  not  mean  that  wc  can  liavc 
either  fcltli,  lore,  orrightcoii-vieis.ui  uuvstlves  or  from 
aurselvcf.     No  :  They  all  as  much  flaw  to  a*  from 


it  is  nuw  uitru  w  iuhc  iiiu  nuuuur  ui   lucui  to  our-  .  -. 

;  but  merely  to  distinguish  them  from  '  imputed  J 

•ousness,'  which  is  nothing  but  the  imputed  iwsciii- 

of  all  the  graces  that  were  in  our  Lord's  breast  , 

years  ago.  j 

some  of  my  readers  may  desire  to  know  exactly,  '  j  .' 

;in  the  difference  between  personal  and  imputed  \  .. 

s  consists  ;  I  shall  just  help  their  conception  by  . .  •■  / 

or  four  scriptural  examples.    Joseph,  struggling  ■■• '  t  '. 

;  the  arms  of  his  tempting  mistress,  has  personal  -f-  f  "I 

Ity,  a  considerable  branch  of  personal  righteous-  "\ 

:  And  David  sparing  his  own  flock,  and  taking  the  ;'. 

lamb  that  lay  in  Uriah's  bosom,  is  complete  in 
%d  chastity,  which  is  a  considerable  part  of  im- 

righteousness.    Solomon  choosing  wisdom,  and  I 

iting  the  temple,  has  inherent  wisdom  and  piety : 
vhen  he  chooses  Pagan  wives,  and  with  them  I 

lips  deformed  idols,  he  has  imputed  wisdom  and 
Again,  when  Peter  confesses  that  Jesus  is  the 
t,  the  Son  of  the  living  God,  he  personally  wears  .;  * 

rdle  of  truth  :  But  when  he  denies  his  Lord  with 
and  curses,  saving:,  '  I  know  not  the  man.'  he 


brethren,  deserves  to  be  called  "the  best  robe," 
because  it  is  really  better  than  the  robes  of  '  righteous- 
»  and  true  holiness,'  which  we  recommend  :  Or 
i>nly  bemuse  it  is  best  calculated  to  pervert  the  gospel, 
dishonour  Clirint,  displace  undented  religion,  throw  a 
decent  cloak  over  the  work;  of  diuknes-.s,  render  Anti- 
■3omi;iii].sri]  respectable  to  injudicious  1'iotestants,  and 
iileliti'n  moral  ami  Irani  Christianity,  us  iVom  the  most 
humoral  system  of  religion  in  the  world. 

Hy  this  time,  honoured  Sir,  yon  are,  perhaps,  ready 
to  turn  objector  yourself,  and  say,  "  Vou  slander  our 
l/iiiu'ililes.  'The  doctrines  of  grace'  are  doctrines 
•Harding  to  godliness.  Far  from  opposing  inherent 
righteousness  iii  its  place,  we  follow  after  It  ourselves, 
and  frequently  recommend  it  to  others.  Imputed 
righteousness  is  highly  consistent  with  personal  holi- 

To  this  I  answer ;  I  know  a  mistaken  man,  who 
believes,  that  he  has  a  right  to  all  his  neighbour's 
property,  because  St.  Paul  says,  '  All  things  are  yours ;' 
and  nevertheless  he  is  so  honest,  that  you  may  trust 
him  with  untold  gold.  Just  so  it  is  with  you,  dear  Sir. 
Vou  not  only  believe,  but  publicly  maintain,  that  an 
elect  who  seduces  his  neighbour's  wife,  "  stands  com- 
plete in  the  everlasting,  personal  chastity  of  Christ;" 
and  that  a  fall  into  adultery  will  '  work  for  his  good  :" 
And  yet,  I  am  persuaded  that,  if  you  were  married,  you 
would  be  as  true  to  your  wife,  as  Adam  was  to  Eve 
before  the  fall.  But  can  you  in  conscience  apologize 
for  yonr  errors,  and  desire  ns  to  embrace  them, 
merely  because  your  conduct  is  better  than  your  bad 
principles  ? 

Again,  "Vou  frequently  recommend  holiness;"  and 
perhaps  give  it  out,  that  the  shortest  way  to  it,  is  to 
believe  your  doctrines  of  imputed  righteousness,  and 
finished  salvation.  Hut  this,  far  from  mending  the 
matter,  makes  it  worse.  As  fishes  would  hardly  swal- 
low the  hook,  if  a  tempting  bait  did  not  cover  it,  and 
entice   them  i    So    the  honest  hearts  of  the  simple 
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would  hardly  jump  at  imputed  righteousness,  if  they 
were  not  deceived  by  fair  speeches  about  personal 
holiness  :  Thus  good  (bod  makes  way  for  poison,  and 
(he  right  robe  decently  wraps  fig-leavei  and  cobwebs. 

Once  more'.  Every  body  knows,  that  had  guinea.' 
are  never  so  successfully  put  off,  as  wbeu  they  are 
mixed  with  a  great  deal  or  good  gold  :  But  suppose  I 
made  it  my  business  to  pass  them,  either  ignorantly 
or  ou  purpose,  would  not  the  public  be  my  dupes,  if 
they  suffered  me  lo  caiTy  on  that  dangerous  trade, 
upon  such  a  plea  as  this,  "  1  am  not  against  good  gold  : 
I  pass  a  great  deal  of  it  myself.  I  have  even  some  about 
me  now :  I  frequently  recommend  it  to  others  ;  neither 
did  I  ever  decry  his  majesty's  coin  ?"  Would  not  every 
body  ace  through  such  a  poor  defence  aB  this  ?  And  yet, 
poor  as  it  is,  yon  could  not,  with  any  show  of  truth, 
urge  the  last  plea  ■.  For,  in  order  to  pass  your  notions 
about  imputed  righteousness,  you  have  pulilicly  spoken 
agakist  iuhefretrt  righteousness,  and  all  its  fruit*.  In 
the  face  of  the  ivhule  world,  you  have  decried  the  coin, 
that  bears  the  genuine  stamp  of  the  Lord's  goodness : 
Yon  have  called  good  work",  "  dung,  dross,  and  filthy 
rags  j"  and  what  is  still  worse,  you  have  given  it  out, 
that  you  had  "  scripture  .iiittmrity"  so  to  do. 

Should  you,  to  the  preceding  objection,  add  the  fol- 
lowing question  ;  "  II  you  wen:  nun-  (lying,  in  which 
robe  would  you  desire  to  appear  before  God  ?  That  of 
Christ's  pcrseiiiil  rielsti'iusiji'ss  imputed  to  you,  without 
any  of  your  good  works  =  Or,  that  of  your  own  self- 
righteousness  and  good  works,  without  the  blood  and 
righteousness  of  Christ  ?"    My  answer  is  ready. 

I  would  be  found  in  neither,  because  both  would  be 
equally  fatal  to  me  ■  For  the  robe  of  au  Antmomian  is 
not  better  than  that  of  a  Pharisee ;  and  all  are  foolish 
virgins  who  stand  only  in  the  one  or  in  Che  other. 
Were  I  then  conic  to  the  awful  moment  you  speak  of,  I 
would  beg  of  God  to  keep  me  from  all  delusions,  and 
lo  *trengtheu  my  heart-felt  faith  in  Christ;  that  I 
might  be  found  clothed,  likea  wise  virgin,  with  '  a  tribe 
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washed  ami  made  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb;"  that 
is, with  the  rightcnunness  ofa  living  faith  working  by 
love  ;  For  such  a  faith  is  the  blessed  reality  that  stauds 
at  an  equal  distance  from  the  Antiuumiau  and  Pharisaic 
delusion.  And,  1  say  it  again, §  this  li^hteousness  of 
faith  includes,  (1.)  A  pardon  through  the  blood  and 
righteousness  of  Christ!  (2.)  Acceptance  hi  the 
Beloved  :  And  (3.)  An  universal  principle  uf  inherent 
righteousness :  For  the  kingdom  of  God  is  not  meat 
and  drink,  much  less  whim  and  delusion  ;  but  *  righte- 
ousness, peace,  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost.' 

But  perhaps  you  ask  :  "  Which  would  you  depend 
upon  for  pardon  ami  acceptance  in  a  dyiiijr  hour:  Your 
Own  inherent  riditeoiisuess  uf  faith,  or  the  atoning 
blood  and  meritorious  righteousness  ofJesiis  Uhrist?" 
]f  this  is  your  question,  f  reply,  that  it  carries  its  own 
answer  along  with  it.  For  if  I  bare  the  inherent  right- 
eous hess  of  a  living  fai Lb,  and  if  the  very  nature  of  such 
a  faitli  is  (as  I  hare  already  observed)  to  depend  upon 
nothing  hut  (,'hj-isl  for  '  wisdom,  righteousness,  sanc- 
tificatiou,  and  redemption;'  is  it  not  absurd  to  ask. 
Whether  1  would  depend  on  any  thing  else  ?  Suppose 
I  have  faith  working  by  humble  love,  do  not  I  know, 
that  the  moment  i  rely  upon  myself,  or  my  works,   as 

|  I  have  nn  purpose  been  guilty  of  several  such    repetitions,  not 


renders,  if  I  may  fiive  lliatname  to  prejudiced  persons,  who  cast 
a  careless,  ami  |"t'illii-  a  n^lk'uini  lurk  over  here  and  there  n 
page;  and  without  one  grain  of  candour  condemn  me  for  not 
laying  in  one  Letter,  what  I  liave  perhaps  already  Eaid  in  half 
a  dozen.  In  these  perilous  tlmei  we  must  run  the  risk  of  passing 
for  fonla  with  men  of  unbiassed  judetiieut,  that  we  mny  nor  ]ias« 

our  repetitions,  we  are  not  still  charged  with  not  holding  what 
we  have  so  frequently  assert  i'il.  Kin,  :tl.u'  i-:i;ii  ^■|ittiii.'iis,  ivtint 
scriptures,  what  ratpostulat'ojis  i-.u  ivaeh  i.iit.l-:-  covered  with  a 
shield    of    prejudice,   which    tiears  such  a  raDUnoa  r:  ... 


ould  never 


. 
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the  meritorious  cause  of  my  acceptance,  I  put  off  the 
robe  *  made  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb/  and  put 
on  the  spotted  robe  of  a  proud  Pharisee  ? 

However,  it  is  by  self-contradictory  objections,  and 
raise  dilemmas,  that  the  hearts  of  the  simple  are  daily 
deceived :  As  well  as  by  fair  speeches,  which  carry  an 
appearance  of  great  self-abasement,  and  of  a  peculiar 
regard  for  the  Redeemer's  glory.  Who  can  tell  how 
many  pious  souls  are  driven  by  the  tempter  upon  one 
rock,  through  an  excessive  fear  of  dashiug  against  the 
other  ?  Every  judicious,  moderate  man, 

Aurtam  ptkqui*  mediooritatem 

Daw, 

sees  their  well*  meant  error,  and  can  say  to  each  of 
them —  * 

ProceUtu 

Cautus  hor  retch,  nimium  premendo 
Littusiniquum  : 

Lest  you  should  be  found  in  the  odious  apparel  of  a 
Pharisee,  you  put  ou,  unawares,  the  modish  dress  of 
an  Antinomian. 

But,  O  thou  man  of  God,  whosoever  thou  art,  have 
uothing  to  do  with  the  one  or  the  other  ;  except  it  be 
to  decry  and  tear  them  both.  In  the  mean  time,  be  thou 
really '  found  iu  Christ,  not  having  thine  own  Pharisaic 
righteous u ess,  which  is  of  the  letter  of  the  law  ;'  uor 
yet  notions  about  righteousness  imputed  to  thee  in  the 
Antiuomian  way ;  but  the  substantial,  evangelical '  right- 
eousness wtiich  is  through  the  faith  of  Christ ; — the 
righteousness  which  is  of  God  by  faith; — the  true 
armour  of  righteousness,'  with  which  St.  Paul  cut  in 
pieces  the  forces  of  Pharisaism  '  on  the  right  hand,' 
and  St.  James  those  of  Antinomianism  *  on  the  left,' 

Rejoicing,  dear  Sir,  that  if  our  arguments  should  strip 
you  of  what  appears  to  as  an  imaginary  garment,  ^ou 
shall  not  be  found  naked ;  and  thanking  *  the  God  of 
all  grace/  for  giving  you,  and   thousands  of  pious  Ca\- 
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vinists,  a  more  substantial  robe  than  that  for  which 
you  so  zealously  plead ;  in  the  midst  of  chimerical 
imputations  of  "  calumny,"  I  remain,  with  personal 
and  inherent  truth,  honoured  and  dear  Sir,  your  affec- 
tionate brother,  and  obedient  servant  in  our  common 
Lord, 

JOHN  FLETCHER. 


[157] 


LETTER  XIII. 


To  Richard  Hill,  Esquire. 


HON.  AND  DEAR  SIR* 

Haying  so  folly  considered  in  my  last  the  state 
of  our  controversy  with  respect  to  imputed  righteous- 
ness, I  proceed  to  the  doctrine  of  Free  Will,  which  I 
have  not  discussed  in  this  Check,  because  you  seem 
satisfied  with  what  we  grant  you,  and  we  are  entirely 
so  with  what  you  grant  us  concerning  it.  Let  us, 
however,  just  cast  three  looks,'  one  upon  our  con- 
cessions, another  upon  yours,  and  a  third  upon  the 
difference  still  remaining  between  us,  with  regard  to 
that  capital  article  of  our  controversy. 

I.  We  never  supposed,  that  the  natural  will  of  fallen 
man  is  free  to  good,  before  it  13  more  or  less  touched 
or  rectified  by  grace.  All  we  assert  is,  that  whether 
a  man  chooses  good  or  evil,  his  wUL  is  free,  or  it  does 
not  deserve  the  name  of  will.  It  is  as  far  from  us  to 
think,  that  man,  unassisted  by  divine  grace,  is  suffi- 
cient to  will  spiritual  good ;  as  to  suppose,  that  when 
he  wills  it  by  grace,  he  does  not  will  it  freely.  And 
therefore,  agreeable  to  our  tenth  article,  which  you 
quote  against  us  without  the  least  reason,  we  steadily 
assert,  that  "  we  have  no  power  to  do  good  without 
the  grace  of  God  preventing  us,"  not  that  we  may  have 
a  free  will,  for  this  we  always  had  in  the  above-men* 
tioned  sense,  but  that  we  may  have  a  good  will:  Be- 
jiering  that,  as  confirmed  saints  and  angels  have  a  free; 
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will,  though  they  hare  no  evil  will ;  so  abandoned 
reprobates  and  devils  have  a  free  will,  though  they 
have  no  good  will, 

Again  :  \\'a  always  maintained,  that  the  liberty  of  out 
will  is  highly  consistent  with  the  operations  of  divine 
grace,  by  which  it  is  put  in  a  capacity  of  choosing  life. 
We  are  there  hire  -nrpr-isi i|  to  sec  v"u  ipiole  in  triumph, 
(Review,  p.  33,)  the  following  paragraph  out  of  the 
Second  Check,  "  Nor  is  this  freedom  derogatory  tn 
free  grace  ;  for  as  it  was  free  grace  that  gave  an  up- 
right free  will  to  Adam  at  his  creation;  so,  whenever 
his  fallen  children  think  or  act  aright,  it  is  because 
their  free  will  is  mercifully  prevented,  touched,  and 
rectified  by  free  grace." 

At  the  sight  of  these  concessions,  you  cry  out, 
**  Amazing!  Here  is  all  that  the  most  rigid  Calviiiist 
ever  contended  for,  granted  in  a  moment.  Your  words. 
Sir,  are  purely  evangelical."  Are  they  indeed  ?  Well, 
then,  honoured  Sir,  I  hare  the  pleasure  to  inform  yon, 
that,  if  this  "  is  all  you  ever  contender!  for,"  you  need 
not  contend  any  mini'  with  us  ;  since  Mr.  Wesley,  Mr. 
Sellon,  J.  r.inxhviu.  ami  Arniiuim  himself,  never  ad- 
vanced any. other  doctrine  concerning  free  will.  For 
ftcy  all  agree  to  ascribe  to  the  free  grace  of  God, 
through  the  Redeemer,  all  the  freedom  of  man's  will  to 
good.  The  re  l'i>  re,  you  ytnirself  lieiiiE  judge,  their  senti- 
ments, as  well  as  my  "  word3,  are  purely  evangelical." 
II.  You  caunot  he  more  satisfied  with  our  conces- 
sions than  we  are  with  your's  :  For  yon  grant  us  as 
much  freedom  of  will  as  constitutes  us  free  willers,  or 
moral  agent* ;  mid  in  so  doing,  yen  expose  the  igno- 
nncc  and  injustice  of  those,  who  think,  that  when  they 
have  called  us  free  willers,  they  have  put  upon  lis  one 
of  the  most  odious  badges  of  heresy. 

We  are  jiariinrktrly  pleased  wirh  (he  following  con- 
cessions, [Review,  p.  38,)  "  Grace  may  not  violate  the 
liberty  of  the  will— God  forceth  oot  a  man's  will  to 
do  good  or  ill. — He  uscth  no  violence. — The  freedom 
of  the  regeaevats  is  such,  that  thej  tua-j  draw  back  to 
perdition  if  tliey  wilt" 


M 

We  are  yet  better  satisfied  with  what  you  say,  p.  35  : 
"  Still  it  is  your  own  opinion,  that,  to  the  end  of  the 
world,  (his  plain  p<  mnptnty  ii-'uviiun  of  out  Lord, '  I 
wonld,  and  ye  would  not,'  will  throw  down  and  silence 
all. the  cihjertiona  which  can  be  raised  against  free 
will — it  proves,  that  those  to  whom  it  was  addressed, 
might  have  come  if  they  would.  Granted."  And,  (p. 
43,)  you  add,  "  1  have  granted  Mr.  Fletcher  his  own 
interpretation  of  that  tent,  •  I  would,  and  ye  would 
not.'  "  Now,  Sir,  il  you  stand  i"  yiiir  concession,  yon 
have  granted  me,  That  Christ  bid  eternal  life  for  the 
Jews,  who  rejected  it:  That  he  hail  a  strong  desire  io 
bestow  it  upon  them:  That  he  had  made  them  so  far 
willing  and  able  to  come  to  him  for  it,  as  to  leave 
them  inexcusable  if  they  did  not:  And  that  his  saving 
grace,  which  they  resisted,  is  by  no  means  irresisti- 
ble. Four  propositions  that  sap  the  foundation  of 
your  system,  and  add  new  solidity  to  onn. 

However,  you  try  to  make  your  readers  believe,  that 
"  Still  we  are  but  just  where  we  were.  The  fault  yet 
remains  in  the  corruption  of  the  will  :"  Giving  us 
to  understand,  that,  because  the  Jews  would  not  be 
gathered  by  Christ,  he  had  never  touched  and  rectified 
their  will.  Thus  you  suppose,  that  their  choosing 
death  is  a  demonstration,  that  they  could  not  have 
choseu  life  :  That  is,  you  suppose  just  what  you  should 
have  proved. 

You  imagine,  that  a  wmne  choice  alwayi  demon- 
urates  the  previous  pcrverseness  of  the  will  that 
makes  It ;  but  we  show  the  contrary  by  matter  of  fact. 
Satan  and  Ml  legions,  as  well  as  our  first  parents, 
were  created  perfectly  upright.  Their  will  was  once  as 
free  from  corruption  as  the  will  of  God  himself.  Never- 
theless, with  a  will  perfectly  capable  of  making  a 
right  choice  ;  with  a  will  that  a  few  moments  before 
had  chosen  life  ;  they  all  chose  the  ways  of  death. 
Hence  appears  the  absiurliiy  of  cunckiliug,  that  a 
wrong  choice  a) trays  proves  the  will  was  so  comt\ft«&, 
previously-  io  that  choice,    that   a   better  eho'ice  was 


morally  impossible.  Take  us  vijiht,  however.  We  do  not 
suppose  that  the  will  of  theobstinate  Jews  hot]  not  been 
totally  corrupted  in  Adam.  We  only  maintain,  that 
they  made  as  free  and  fatal  a  choice,  with  their  free 
will,  which  free  grace  had  rectified;  as  Adam,  Ere, 
and  all  the  fallen  angels  once  made  with  the  upright 
free  will,  with  which  free  grace  had  created  ibeiu. 

But  I  return  to  your  concessions.  That  which  pleases 
us  most  of  all,  I  find,  (Review,  |>.  39,)  "  For  my  own 
part,  (say  you,)  I  have  not  the  least  objection  to  the 
ux[jivs*iuii  /''''<■'  iriii,  and  find  i l  used  in  a  verysound 
sense  by  St.  Augustin,  Luther,  and  Calvin,  the  great 
patrons  for  the  doctrine  of  man's  natural  inability  to 
do  that  whirh  is  good  since  the  full.  God  does  not 
foreeauymau  to  will  cither  good  or  evil ;  but  man, 
through  the  corruption  of  his  understanding,  naturally 
and  freely  wills  that  which  is  evil ;  hut  by  being 
wrought  upon  and  enlightened  by  converting  grace,  he 
as  freely  wills  that  which  is  good,  as  before  he  freely 
willed  the  evil. — In  this  sense  the  Assembly  of  Divines 
speak  of  the  natural  liberty  of  the  will,  and  affirm, 
that  it  is  not  forced." 

These,  honoured  Sir,  are  our  very  sentiments  con- 
cerning free  will.  How  strange  is  it,  then,  when  you 
have  so  (till)  t'risnteil  us  (lie  natural,  ami  necessary  free- 
dom of  the  will,  to  see  you  as  flushed  with  an  imagi- 
nary victory,  as  if  you  had  just  driven  us  out  of  the 
field!  How  astonishing  to  hiiir  you  cry  out :  (p.  34  :) 
"  Jesus  Christ  on  the  side  of  free  will  !  What !— The 
gospel  on  the  side  of  free  will !  What  !"Ycs,  honoured 
Sir,  Jesus  Christ  and  the  gospel  on  lire  side  of  free  will ! 
And  if  that  is  not  enough,  appeal  to  the  34th  page  of 
your  Heview,  to  shew,  that  the  Assembly  of  Divines 
and  yourself,  are  on  the  side  of  free  will  also. 

111.  Consider  we  now,  the  difference  still  remaining 
between  us.  From  our  mutual  concessions,  It  is 
evident  we  agree,  (I.)  That  the  will  is  always  free; — 
(2.)  That  the  will  of  man,  considered  as  fallen  in 
Adam,  ami  unassisted  by  the  grace  of  Gort,  U  otilv  free 
to  evil ; — free   to  Jive  in  the  clement  of  sin,  as  a  sea 


this  freedom  from  redeeming  gnce. 

Hut  although  we  agree  in  these  material  points,  the 
difference  between  us  is  still  very  considerable;  for 
we  assert,  that,  through  the  Mediator  promised  to  all 
mankind  in  Adam,  God,  hy  his  free  grace,  restores  to 
all  man  bind  atalentof  free  will  to  do  good,  by  which 
they  are  put  in  a  capacity  of  '  choosing  life  or  death,' 
that  is,  of  acquitting  themselves  well  or  ill,  at  their 
option,  in  their  present  state  of  trial. 

This  yon  utterly  deny,  maintaining  that  man  is  not 
in  a  state  of  probation  ;  and  that,  m  Christ  died  for 
none  but  the  elect,  none  but  they  can  ever  have  any 
degree  of  saving  grace,  i.  e.,  any  will  free  to  good. 
Hence  you  conclude,  that  all  the  elect  are  in  a  state 
of  finished  salvation;  and  necessarily,  infallibly,  and 
irresistibly  choose  lile :  While  all  the  reprobate*  are 
shut  up  in  a  stale  of  finished  damnation  ;  and  neces- 
sarily, infallibly,  and  irresistibly  rhoose  death.  For, 
jay  your  divines,  God  has  not  decreed  the  infallible 
end,  either  Of  the  elect  or  lhi'  rcpiobaie.-,  without  de- 
creeing also  the  infallible  nsi-ans  cuiitlni-iiii!  to  that  end. 
Therefore,  in  the  day  of  his  irresistible  power,  the 
fortunate  elect  are  absolutely  made  willing  to  beliere 
and  be  saved;  and  the  poor  reprobates  to  disbelieve, 
and  be  damned. 

I  ahall  conclude  this  article  by  just  observing,  that 
we  are  obliged  to  oppose  this  doctrine,  because  it  ap- 
pears to  us  a  doctrine  of  wrath,  rather  than  a  doe- 
trine  of  grace.  If  we  are  not  mistaken,  it  is  oppo- 
site to  the  general  tenor  of  the  scriptures,  injurious 
to  all  the  divine  perfections,  anil  subversive  of  thii 
fundamental  truth  of  natural  and  revealed  religion, 
'  God  shall  judge  the  world  in  righteousness."  It  is 
calculated  to  strengthen  the  carnal  security  of  Laodi- 
cean professors,  raise  horrid  anxieties  in  the  minds  of 
doubting  Christians,  and  give  damned  spirits  }u»x 
ground  to  blaspheme  to  nil  eternity.  Again  :  It  wfti- 
drawe  from  thinking  sinner*,  and  judicious  saims.ttie 
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helps  which  God  has  given  theni,  by  multitudes  of 
conditio] i al  promises  and  threatening*,  designed  to 
wort  upon  their  hopes  and  fears.  And,  while  It 
unnecessarily  stumbles  men  of  sense,  and  hardens 
infidels,  it  iiftuuls  wicked  linn  riitiuiiiii  excus es  to  con- 
tinue in  Iheir  sins  ;  and  gives  desperate  offenders  fall 
room  to  tliriree,  nut  only  .V.k.Lii,  lmt  Coil  himself, with 
all  their  enormities. 

I  shall  now  be  shorter  in  the  review  of  (lie  Matt  of 
our  controversy.  Free  will  to  good  is  founded  upon 
general  free  grace,  and  general  free  grace  upon  the  per- 

»fect  oblation  which  Christ  made  upoo  the  cross  for 
the  sins  of  the  whole  world,  General  Redemption, 
therefore,  I  have  endeavoured  to  establish  upon  > 
variety  of  arguments,  w  liicli  yon  decline  answering. 

Justification  by  (tlie  evidence  of)  works  in  the  last 
day,  is  the  doctrine  which  you  and  your  brother  have 
most  vehemently  attacked.  Von  have  rai^i  d  against  it 
a  great  deal  of  dust,  and  some  objections,  which  I 
hope  yon  will  find  abundantly  ansnercd  in  the  three 
first  letters  of  tliis  ('heel;,  and  in  the  ninth.  Dut  sup- 
pose I  had  not  answered  them  at  all,  you  could  not 
have  won  the  day ;  because  after  all  your  joint  oppo- 
sition against  our  doctrine,  both  yon  and  your  brother 
bear  your  honest  testimony  to  the  indubitable  truth  of 
it,  as  our  readers  may  see  in  our  first,  filth,  and  ninth 
letters. 

1  need  not  remind  you,  Sir,  that  upon  this  capital 
doctrine,  the  Minutes  in  general  stand  as  upon  a 
rock.  If  you  doubt  it,  1  refer  you  to  the  fifth  and 
sixth  letters. 

The  doctrine  of  a  fourfold  justification  appears  mon- 
strous to  your  orthodoxy.  Both  you  and  your  brother, 
therefore,  have  endeavoured  to  overturn  it.  Dut  as 
you  had  neither  scripture  nor  aruiuni'iit  to  attack  it 
with,  you  have  done  it  by  some  witticisms,  which  are 
answered  in  the  tenth  letter. 

Calviuian  everlasting  love,  according  to  which  the 
elect  WMW  neper  children  of  wrath,  and  apostates  may 
go  any  length    la  sin    without  UagkHfchf  GoA,  is  * 
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doctrine  which  I  have  attacked  i:i  nil  the  Check*.  .You 
cannot  defend  it,  and  jet  you  will  nut  give  it  up.  You 
just  intimate,  that  when  the  elect  commit  adultery  arid 
murder,  they  are  in  a  sense  penitent,  'lliis  frivolou* 
plea,  this  test  shift,  is  exposed,  Letter  X. 

Finished  Salvation,  which  yuu  call  your  "  irranil  for- 
tress," and  which  your  brother  styles,  "  the  foundation 
1  of  die  Calviuists,'*  you  have  endeavoured  10  support  by 
a  variety  of  arguments,  answered,  I  trust.  Letter  VII, 
in  such  a  manner,  that  our  impartial  readers  will  be 
convinced,  yoor  foundation  is  sandy,  and  your  grand 
fortress  by  no  means  impregnable. 

The  oneness  of  speculative  Aiitiiiomianism  and  of 
barefaced  Calvinism,  is  the  point  in  which  our  con- 
troversy insensibly  terminates.  I  will  not  gay,  that  what 
we  have  advanced  upon  this  .-iibjivi  is  iiii^u-ivi.-iabli.'  ■, 
but  I  shall  wonder  to  see  it  answered  to  [In-  satisfaction 
of  uuprejndieed  readers,  in  the  mean  time,  I  confess, 
that  I  cannot  cast  my  eyes  upon  the  Cahinian  Creed 
!□  the  VII til  letter,  and  the  gospel  proclamation  in 
the  Xlth,  without  being  astonished  at  myself,  for  not 
seeing  sooner,  that  there  is  no  more  difference  between 
1  Calvinism  and  speculative  Antiuoinianism,  than  there 
was  between  the  disciple  who  betrayed  our  Lord,  and 
Judas  sornamed  IscarioL 

Such,  honoured  Sir,  is,  I  think,  the  present  state  of 
our  controversy ;  but  what  is  that  of  our  hearts  ? 
Do  we  love  one  another  the  better,  and  pray  for  each 
other  the  oftener,  on  account  of  our  theological  con- 
test ?  Ala;  1  if  we  sell  love  to  buy  the  truth,  we 
shall  be  no   gainers  In  the  end  ;   witness   those  awful 

I  words  of  St.  Paul,  '  Though  I  have  all  knowledge, 
and  all  faith :  If  I  have  not  charity,  I  am  nothing 
but  a  tinkling  cymbal,'  O  Sir,  we  stand  in  great 
danger  of  being  carried  away  by  our  own  spirits, 
beyond  the  sacred  lines  of  truth  and  lore,  which 
should  bound  the  field  of  Christian  controversy. 
Permit  me,  then,  to  propose  to  our  common  consVler- 
atjou,  and  futnre  imitation,  the  most  perfect  pattcvua 
in  the  world. 
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tisider  Hiiu  first,  '  who  ill  all  things  has 
the  pre-eminence.'  Willi  what  wisdom  and  fortitude, 
with  what  a  happy  mixture  of  rational  ami  scriptural 
arguments,  does  Christ  carry  on  his  important  c 
trovensy  with  the  Pharisees  !  He  stands  firm  a 
rock  against  all  the  frothy  billows  of  their  cavils  and 
invectives.  With  astonishing  impartiality  he  pi 
in  telling  them  the  most  galling  truths  :  And  con- 
demning them  out  of  their  own  mouths,  consciences, 
and  sacred  records.  In  so  doing,  he  loses  indeed 
their  love  and  applause  ;  hut  he  maintains  a  good 
conscience,  and  secures  the  praise  which  comes  from 
God.  Nor  does  he  give  over  brariug  his  testimony 
against  them  by  day,  and  praying  for  them  by  night, 
till  they  shed  his  innocent  blood :  And  when  they 
have  done  it,  he  revenges  himself  by  sending  tl 
the  first  news  of  his  pardoning  love  :  '  Go,'  say*  be, 
to  the  herjlrls  of  his  grace,  '  preach  forgiveness  of 
sins  among  all  nations,  bediming  at  Jerusalem,' the 
city  of  my  murderers.  O  Sir,  if  the  Lord  of  glory  win 
■o  ready  to   forgive    those,  who,  for   want  of  better 


,  and  the   spear;  how  readily  ought  we  to 
forgive   each    other   the   iirji^iifiriirit    ^Irdlies   of  our 

Let  St.  Paul  be  our  pattern  next  to  Jesus  Chrirt. 
Consider  we  with  what  undaunted  courage, 
unwearied  patience,  he  encounters  his  brethren  the 
Jews,  who  engrossed  the  election  to  themselves,  and 
threw  dust  into  the  air,  when  they  heard  that  there 
was  salvation  for  the  Geutiles.  In  every  city,  he 
mightily  convinces  them  out  of  the  scriptures.  They 
revile  him,  and  he  entreats  them;  they  cast  him 
out  of  the  temple,  and  he  wishes  himself  '  accursed 
from  Christ  for  their  sake,'  And  yet,  when  they  charge 
him  with  crimes  of  which  he  is  perfectly  innocent, 
he  scruples  not  to  appeal  to  the  Gentiles  from  whole 
candour  he  expected  more  Justice  than  from  their 
bigvtrr. 


it;; 

Fix  we  our  eyes  also  upon  ilie  two  greatest  apottlr*, 
encountering  each  other  In  the  field  of  coutroveny. 
Because  Si.  Peter  is  to  blame,  St  Paul  ■  withstand; 
MM  to  the  face,'  with  all  the  boldness  that  belong*  w 
truth.  He  does  not  give  hiui  place  for  a  moment, 
iltbough  Peter  ia  Ms  auperior  in  many  respects ;  nu.l 
he  sends  to  the  churches  of  Giilatia,  for  their  edifi- 
cation, a  public  account  of  his  rider  brother'*  m'w- 
takes.  But  doe*  Peter  resent  it;  Dow  lie  write 
disrespectfully  of  his  opponent  ?  Does  he  not,  on  (h 
contrary,  calf  him  his*  beloved  brother  Paul,'  and  malic 
-   honourable  mention  of  his  wisdom  ? 

When  I  behold  these  pelt  patterns  of  Chrlstfou 
moderation  anil  brotherly  lore,  I  rejoice  to  hare 
another  opportunity  of  recommending,  to  the  love 
and!  esteem  of  my  readers,  the  Mo  pious  brother-, 
whom  1  now  encounter,  nml  .ill  those  who  were  wore 
or  less  concerned  in  the  circular  letter;  in  particular, 
oar  Christian  Deoorah,  the  Countess  of  Iliintingflttt, 
and  my  former  opponent,  the  Iter,  Mr.  Shirley,  who 
ore  far  less  honourable  mid  right  honourable  by  the 
iioble  hlood  that  flows  in  their  veins,  than  by  tiie  iove 
of  Christ  which  glows  in  their  hearts,  and  the  zeal 
for  God's  glory  which  burns  in  their  breasts  :  Being 
persuaded,  that  their  hasty  step  was  intended  to  de- 
fend the  first  gospel-axiom,  which,  for  want  of  proper 
attention  to  every  part  of  the  gospel,  they  imagined 
Mr.  Wesley  had  a  mind  to  set  aside,  when  he  otily 
wanted  to  secure  the  second  gospel-asiom. 

Once  more,  I  proles*  abn  my  sincere  l(,ve  and  tm- 
feigtied  respect  for  all  pious  CaMnists;  protesting,  I 
had  a  thousand  times  rutlier  be  itn  inconsistent  Anti- 
noniian  with  them,  than  an  inconsistent  Legalist  with 
many,  who  hold  the  truth  in  practical  nmighteoiis- 
uea*.  I  abhor,  therefore,  the  very  idea  of  "  dressing 
them  up  in  devils"  clothes,  as  the  Papists  did  John 
Huss  ;  and  burning  thein  for  heretics  in  the  flames 
of  hell."  (Revien-,  p.  32.)  If  I  have  represented 
■'--  >-i  pnrtice,  ai  nanditig  on  tlie  left 


baud  "itli    wicked     \<i 
Vol..  if. 
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ilcmti  the  mistaken  persona  who  lead  truly  Christian 
lives,  thong])  their  heads  are  full  of  Antinomiau  opi- 
nions ;  hut  to  convince  mi  readers,  tlint  it  is  much 
better  to  be  really  a  sheep,  than  to  have  barely  a  sheep'* 
dothing  ;  and  that  our  Lord  will  not  he  deceived, 
either  by  B  print,  who  i 1 1 1 1 ■  1 1 1 e s  to  hhuseir'  the  cloth* 
ing  of  a  sheep  ;  or  by  a  wolf,  who  tries  to  make  his 
escape,  by  insolently  wrapping  himself  up  in  the  shep- 
herd's garment. 

Should  it  he  objected,  that,  after  all  the  severe 
things  which  I  have  said  against  the  sentiments  of  the 
Calvinisls,  my  profussioiis  of  love  and  respect  for  them 
cannot  possibly  be  sincere  i  1  answer,  that  although 
we  cannot  in  conscience  make  a  difference  between  a 
man  aod  his  actions,  candour  and  brotherly  kindness 
allow  and  command  us  to  niahc  a  difference  between 
a  man  and  Li.-  opinions,  especia..y  nlun  his  »• 
cnjplary  conduct  is  a  full  refutation  of  his  e 


This,  1  apprehend,  is  the  ease  with  all  pious  Cal- 
vUiints.  They  talk  much,  I  graut,  about  finished 
sislvutioi) ;  but  consider  (hem  will,  HlWuiinn,  and  you 
will  find  a  happy  inconsistency  between  their  word* 
and  their  actions ;  for  they  stili  '  work  out  their 
nwi!  salraiion  uirli  Lear  ami  ircinb'ing.'  Anain,  they 
male  much  ado  about  a  robe  of  imputed,  lighteouancss  ; 
Bat  still  they  go  on  '  washing  their  own  robes,  and 
mailing  them  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb.'  There- 
fore, their  errors,  which  they  practically  renounce, 
do  not  endanger  their  salvuilon :  Anil  it  would  be 
the  hii' he-'  decree  of  injusiirc  lo  eoniuiuu!  them  with 
abandoned  Nicolaitans. 

Fsntasticiis  tells  you,  he  is  possessed  of  an  immense 
estate  in  the  territories  of  Genera  ;  where,  by  the  hy, 
he  has  not  an  inch  of  ground.  Unt  though  he  talks 
much  about  his  tins  estate  abroad,  he  wisely  considers, 
that  be  stands  in  need  of  food  and  raiment ;  that  he 
cannot  lire  upon  a  chimera  :  And  that  he  must  work 
or  starve  at  home.  To  work  tVeveEote^e  sws,  though 
much  against  his  will,     lu  aVrtttct™*,  \rf$t»  Mm 
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blessing  upon  hi*  labour  and  industry,  he  gets  a  good 
estate,  and  lives  comfortably  upon  it.  And  though 
lie  frequently  entertains  you  with  descriptions  of  the 
rich  robes  which  he  lias  at  Geneva,  he  takes  eore  to 
have  always  a  good  derent  coat  upon  his  buck.  Now, 
is  it  cot  plain,  that,  though  Fantastic  us  would  be  a 
mere  beifgar,  for  all  his  great  estate  near  Geneva  ;  yet 
as  matters  are  al  present,  you  cannot  justly  consider 
him  as  bu  nh  en  sonic  to  his  parish,  unless  you  can  make 
"K  appear,  that  his  trusting  to  his  imaginary  property 
abroad,  hH  hi'vl>  made  him  squander  away  his  goods 
personal,  and  real  estate,  in  England. 

This  simile  needs  very  little  explanation.  A  pions 
Calvioist  does  not  so  dream  abont  his  imaginary  impu- 
tation of  Christ's  personal  obedience  and  «ood  works, 
as  to  forget,  that  lie  must  personally  believe,  or  be 
damned  ;  yea,  and  '  believe  loo  with  the  heart  onto 
personal  righteousness,'  and  good  works.  Therefore, 
he  cries  to  God,  for  the  living  '  faith  which  works  by 
love.'  He  receives  it ;  '  Christ  dwells  in  his  heart  by 
faith,'  and  '  this  faith  is  imputed  to  htm  for  righteous- 
ness,' berausc  it  really  makes  him  righteous.  Thus, 
while  he  talks  about  the  talse  imputation  of  righteous- 
ness, ho  really  enjoys  the  true  :  He  has  inherent  right- 
eousness, peace,  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost.  When  he 
speak*  against  good  works,  hi' is  so  happily  inconsis- 
tent as  to  do  them.  If  he  igiiorattflj  builds  up  the 
Autiiiomian  Hahel  with  one  hand,  he  sincerely  tries 
to  pull  it  down  with  the  other :  And  while  he  decries 
the  perfection  of  holiness,  he  foes  on  '  perfecting  ho- 
liness in  the  fear  of  God.'  Thus  his  doctrinal  mis- 
takes are  happily  refuted  by  his  godly  conversation. 

Hence  it  is,  that,  although  we  severely  cipose 
the  mistakes,  of  godly  Galrinists,  we  sincerely  love 
their  persons,  truly  reverence  their  piety,  mid  cordially 
rejoice  in  the  success  whicli  attends  their  evangelical 
labours.  And  alihough  we  cannot  admit  their  lo^ic, 
while  they  defend  a  had  anise  with  bad  arguments-, 
we  should  do  tlwm  great  injustice,  if  we  tlid  not 
acknowledge,   Oat  there    bare     been,   aud    still    are 
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among  them,  men  eminent  for  good  sense  and  good 
learning ;— men  as  remarkable  for  their  skill  in  the 
art  of  logic,  as  for  their  deep  acquaintance  with  the 
oracles  of  God.  How  they  came  to  embrace  doctrines, 
which  appear  to  us  so  unscriptural  and  irrational, 
will  be  the  subject  of  a  peculiar  dissertation. 

In  the  mean  lime,  1  nb-triT  iiiiiim,  thai  as  many,  who 
have  right  Ojiiiiinn-  oniivi  nim:  ini;!i,  holiness  and  good 
works,  go  great  lengths  in  practical  Antiuouiiauiani ; 
so  many  Aiuiiifiuiiiiiji  in  principle  distinguish  them- 
selves  by  the  peculiar  strictness  and  happy  legality 
of  their  conduct.  Both  arc  to  be  wondered  at :  The 
one  for  doing  '  the  works  of  darkness'  in  the  clearest 
light :  And  the  other  for  '  walking  as  children  of 
light'  under  tlie  darkest  cloud.  The  former  we  may 
compare  to  green  wood,  that  is  always  upon  the  attar, 
and  never  takes  the  hallowed  lire.  The  latter  to  the 
bush  which  Hums  nw  in  the  wilderness.  The  flames 
of  Antiuomianism  surround  them  and  ascend  from 
them  ;  and  yet  they  arc  not  consumed  1  Would  lo 
God  I  could  say,  they  are  not  singed ! 

Nay,  what  is  a  greater  miracle  still,  the  love  of 
Christ  burns  in  their  breasts,  and  shines  in  their  lives. 
They  preach  him,  and  they  do  it  with  success.  '  Some, 
indeed,  preach  him  of  envy  and  contention,  and  some 
of  love  and  good-will.  What  then  ?  notwithstanding, 
every  way,  whether  in  pretence,  or  in  truth,  Christ  is 
preached  ;  and  we  therein  do  rejoice  :  yea,  and  will 
rejoice.'  Add  to  this,  that  some  are  prudent  enough 
to  keep  their  opinions  to  themselves.  You  may  hear 
them  preach  most  excellent  sermons,  without  one 
word  about  their  peculiarities ;  or,  if  they  touch 
upon  them,  it  is  in  so  slight  a  manner  as  not  to  en- 
danger either  the  foundation  or  supers  true!  ore  of 
nndefiled  religion.  Nay,  what  is  a  greater  blessing 
itil],  sometimes  their  hearts  are  so  enlarged,  and 
their  views  of  the  gospel  so  brightened,  that  they 
preach  free  grace  as  well  ns  we  :  And  in  the  name 
of  God,  seriously  '  command  all  'mciivitK  viuere 
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Far  be  it  from  us,  therefore,  to  "  cut  off  all  inter- 
course and  friendship,"  with  such  favoured  servants 
of  the  Lord.  On  the  contrary,  we  thank  them  for 
their  pious  labours ;  we  ask  the  continuance,  or  the 
renewal  of  their  valuable  love.  Whereinsoever  we 
have  given  them  any  just  cause  of  offence,  we  entreat 
them  to  forgive  us.  Upon  the  reasonable  terms 
of  mutual  forbearance,  *  we  oiler  diem  the  right 
hand  of  fellowship/  together  with  our  brotherly  at* 
sistance.  We  invite  them  to  our  pulpits ;  and  assure 
them,  that  if  they  admit  us  into  theirs,  we  shall 
do  by  them  as  we  would  be  done  by ;  avoiding  to 
touch  there,  or  among  their  own  people  occasionally 
committed  to  our  charge,  upon  the  points  of  doctrine 
debated  between  us  ;  and  reserving  to  ourselves  the 
liberty  of  bearing  our  full  testimony  in  our  own 
pulpits,  and  'from  the  press,  against  Antraomianism 
and  Pharisaism  in  all  their  shapes. 

With  these  pacific  sentiments  towards  all  pious 
Calvinists,  and  in  particular  towards  your  brother  and 
yourself;  and  with  my  best  thanks  for  the  condescend- 
ing manner  in  which  you  have  closed  your  Remarks 
upon  the  Third  Check,  I  conclude  this ;  assuring  you, 
that,  (notwithstanding  the  repeated  proofs,  which  I 
find  in  your  Review,  of  your  uncommon  prejudice 
against  the  second  gospel  axiom,  and  against  Mr.  Wesley, 
who  is  set  for  the  defence  of  it,)  1  remain,  with  all  my 
former  love,  and  a  considerable  degree  of  my  former 
esteem,  honoured  and  dear  Sir,  your  affectionate  com- 
panion in  tribulation,  and  obedient  servant  in  Christ, 

Madelev,  JOHN  FLETCHER. 

Xov.  15, 1772. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


Some  persons  think  our  Controversy  will  offend  the 
world  ;  ami,  indeed,  we  were  once  afraid  of  it  our- 
selves.  Of  this  ill-judged  text,  and  of  the  voluntary 
humility,  which  made  us  reverence  the  very  errors  of 
tiie  good  men  from  whom  we  dissent,  the  crafty,  dili- 
gent tempter  has  so  availed  himself,  as  to  sow  his  Anti- 
nomian  tares  with  the  greatest  success.  Messrs.  John 
and  Charles  Wesley,  iinil  Mr.  Si'lluu,  have  indeed  made 
a  noble  stand  agaiust-hiin  :  lint  an  impetuous  torrent 
of  triumphant  opposition  still  roils  and  foams  through 
the  kingdom,  beut  upon  drowning  their  works  anil 
reputation  in  floods  of  contempt  aud  reproach. 
And  some  good,  mistaken  men,  warmly  carry  on  still 
the  rash  design  of  publicly  turning  the  second  gospel- 
axiom  out  of  our  Bihles,  and  out  of  the  Church  of 
England,  under  the  frightful  namea  of  "  ArminianUm 
and  Popery."  The  question  with  us,  then,  is  not  so 
much,  whether  Mr  Wesley  shall  he  ranked  with  here- 
tics ;  as,  whether  the  nude  filed  religion  particularly 
described  in  the  Epistle  of  St.  James,  and  in  our  Lord's 
Sermon  on  the  mount,  shall  pass  for  a  dreadful  heresy, 
while  barefaced  Antiuotnianistii  passes  for  pore  gospel. 

Now,  we  apprehend,  that  to  debate  such  a  question 
iu  a  fair  and  friendly  manner,  will  rather  edify  than 
offend,  either  the  religious  or  the  moral  world.  Fair 
arguments,  plain  scriptures,  honest  appeals  to  con- 
science, and  a  cliise  pursuit  of  ridiculous  error,  hunted 
down  to  its  last  recesses,  will  never  displease  inquir- 
ers after  Truth:  And  among  the  by-5ta.udevs,  few, 
beside  these,  will  trouble  themselves  w\ftv  our  vmWi- 
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cations.  If  we  offend  our  readers,  it  is  only  when  we 
take  our  leave  of  scripture  and  argument,  to  cry  out, 
without  rhyme  and  reason,  "  Disingennity  i  Slander ! 
Falsehood.  !  Calumny  !   For  gcry  !   Heresy  !  Popery !" 

Bad  as  we  are,  the  moral  world  regards  yet  a  good 
argument,  and  the  religious  world  Mill  shews  some  re- 
spect for  scripture  quoted  consistently  with  the  contest. 
Fight  we  then  lovingly  with  such  weapons,  for  what  we 
esteem  to  be  the  Truth ;  and  be  the  edge  of  our 
controversial  swords  evci  so  keen,  we  shall  be  sure  to 
wouud  nobody  but  the  bigots  of  the  opposite  party; 
and  nuch  as  are  so  great  a  disgrace  to  Christianity, 
that  we  shall  ilo  the  cause  of  religion  service  by  stum- 
hliug  them  out  of  their  profession  of  it,  if  they  are 
above  learning  the  lessons  of  moderation. 

Undoubtedly  we  arc  severely  condemned  hy  some 
good  people,  who  forget  that  Muses  was  once  obliged 
to  oppose  tint  only  K/irah,  Oatliau,  and  Abiraw,  who 
styled  themselves  the  Lord's  people;  but  his  own  dear 
elect  brother  Aaron  himself :  And  that  St.  Paul  wa» 
forced  by  peculiar  circumstances,  at  all  hazards,  to 
withstand  St.  Peter  himself.  Well-meaning  Eli's  also, 
who  do  not  ruiisidur  eonsi-iinences,  and  love  to  enjoy 
their  own  ease,  rather  than  to  make  a  vigorous  resis- 
tance against  trior  and  sin,  will  lui  vi-i  y  apt  to  conclude 
111  at  our  opposition  springs  from  mere  obstinacy  and 
party-spirit.  But  should  such  hasty  judges  read  atten- 
tively the  Epistle  of  St.  Jnde,  that  of  St.  James,  the 
first  of  St.  John,  and  the  second  of  St.  Peter,  which 
are  all  levelled  at  Antinomianisni,  they  will  think  mure 
favourably  of  the  stand  we  make  against  our  pious 
brethren,  who  inadvertently  countenance  .the  Antiuu- 
miati  delusion. 

However,  it  is  objected,  "This  controversy  will 
hurt  the  men  of  the  world,  and  set  thcin  agaiust  all 
religion."  Just  the  contrary.  There  are,  iudeed,  Gal- 
lios,  men  that  care  for  no  religion  at  all,  who,  n|Kiu 
hearing  of  our  controversy,  will  triumph,  and  Cry  om, 
"  if  these  men  do  notagTveixmon^  themselves,  how  can 
ihey  desire  that  we  should  agree  with  them  V     A*\t 
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wc  had  ever  desired  them  to  agree  with  us,  an;  farther 
than  the  plain  letter  of  scripture,  and  the  loud  dic- 
tates of  consilience,  invite  tlietn  so  to  do  !  But  such 
prepossessed  judges  will  not  be  hurt  by  our  controversy, 
though  they  should  pretend  they  are  :  For  they  have 
their  stumbling-block  in  their  own  breast.  They  would 
not  have  wauled  pretences  to  ridicule  religion,  if  our 
controversy  had  ue.'er  been  set  on  fuot  ;  nor  would 
they  entertain  more  faioutable  thoughts  of  it,  if  we 
shopped  it  without  coining  to  ■  proper  cclaireissement. 
Hut  these,  however  numerous,  are  not  all  the  world. 
There  are,  in  our  uuiiersi'.ics,  ami  throughout  the  king- 
dom, handreds,  and  we  hope  thousands,  of  judicions 
and  candid  men,  who  truly  fear  God,  and  sincerely 
desire  to  love  him.  The>e,  nr  apprehend,  are  offended 
at  the  first  gnspel-axionj,  and  driven  farther  and  farther 
ii'uiu  it  by  the  mixture  of  "  Antinoniiau  dotages," 
which  renders  it  ridiculous.  They  are  tempted  to 
throw  away  the  marrow  of  the  gospel,  on  account  of 
the  luscious,  fulsome  addition"  made  to  it,  to  make  it 
richer.  And  to  these,  we  flatter  ourselves,  that  our 
controversy  will   prove  useful,  as  well  as  to  our  candid 

We  hope  it  will  open  to  the  view  of  these  Gamaliels 
and  Obuiliuhs,  [lie  confused  heap  of  truth  and  error,  at 
which  they  so  justly  stumble  ;  and  help  them  precisely 
to  separate  the  precious  from  the  vile ;  [hat  while  they 
'  ahhor  that  which  is  evil,  they  may  cleave  to  lhat  which 
is  good.'  This  is  not  all  i  When  they  shall  see,  that 
sonic  of  those  men,  whom  they  accounted  wild  enthu- 
iiiasts,  candidly  take  their  part,  where  they  are  in  the 
right;  and  fight  their  battles  in  a  ratioual  and  scriptural 
manner,  their  pre/ ml  ices  will  he  softened,  the  light  will 
imperceptibly  steal  in  upon  them,  and,  by  divine  grace, 
convince  them,  that  they  go  as  far  out  of  the  way  to 
the  left  hand,  as  our  opponents  do  to  the  right. 

The  truth,  which  we  maintain,  lies  between  all  es- 
trones ;  or  rather  it  embraces  and  connects  them  all. 
"lite  Cuffi/iitlt  fairly  receive  oulj  theJlrtlgo^eWuoin, 
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and  the  Moralists  the  second.  If  T  may  compare  the 
gospel-truth  to  the  child  contended  for  hi  the  days  of 
Soktfnon  $  bofli  parties,  while  they  divide,  inadvertent- 
ly destroy  it  .We*,  like  the  true  mother,  are  for  no 
division.  Standing  upon  fte  middle  scriptural  line,  we 
embrace  and  Bold  fflrt  both  gospel  aodon  With  die 
Calvinists,  we  give  God  in  Christ  all  the  glory  of  onr 
salvation ;  and  with  the  Moralists,  we  take  care  not  to 
give  him  in  Adam  any  of  the  shame  of  onr  damnation : 
We  have  need  of  patience  with  both,  for  they  both 
highly  blame  us,  because  we  follow  the  poet's  direction, 

Inter  vtrutnque  tent,  medio  tutissimus  ibis  : 

Both  think  hardly  of  ns,  because  we  do  not  so  maintain 
die  particular  gospel-axiom  which  they  have  justly 
espoused,  as  to  exclude  that  which  they  rashly  explode. 
But  if  we  can  use,  with  meekness  of  wisdom,  the 
'  armour  of  righteousness  on  the  right  hand  and  on  the 
left,'  and  give  our  opposite  adversaries,  on  every  side, 
a  scriptural  and  rational  '  account  of  the  hope  that  is 
in  ns,'  moderate  Calvinists  and  evangelical  Moralists 
will  at  last  kindly  '  give  us  the  right  hand  of  fellowship/ 
Discovering  that  the  advantages  of  both  their  doctrines 
join  in  ours,  they  will  acknowledge,  that  the  '  faith 
working  by  love,'  which  we  preach,  iucludes  all  the 
privileges  of  Soiifidianism  and  Morality  ;  that  we  do 
justice  to  the  gospel,  without  making  '  void  the  law 
through  faith ;  that  we  establish  the  Law,'  without 
superseding  free  grace  ;  and  that  we  extol  our  High 
Priest's  cross,  without  pouring  contempt  upon  his 
throne.  In  a  word,  they  will  perceive,  that  we  per- 
fectly reconcile  St.  Paul  with  St.  James,  and  both  with 
reason,  conscience,  and  all  the  oracles  of  God. 

Thus  shall  all  good  men  of* all  denominations  agree 
at  last  among  themselves,  and  bend  all  their  collected 
force  against  Pharisaic  unbelief,    which    continually 
attacks  the  first  gospel-axiom ;  and  against  Antmomwv 
contempt  of  qood  works,  which  perpetually  militates 
against  tie  second.    The  Father  of  lights  grant,  \Yv* 
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this  may  be  the  happy  effect  of  our  controversy  !  So 
shall  we  bless  the  hoar  when  a  variety  of  singular  cir- 
cumstances obliged  us  to  come  to  a  full  eclaircUsement  j 
and  to  lay,  by  that  mean,  the  foundation  of  a  solid 
union,  not  only  with  each  other,  but  also  with  all  good 
and  judicious  men,  both  in  the  religious  and  in  the 
moral  world. 


L0G1CA  GENEVENSIS 

CONTINUED  : 
THE    FIRST    PART 

dftftf)  ettttk  to  antinomtantem : 


AN  ANSWER  TO 

'  THE  FINISHING  STKOKE" 


RICHARD  HILL,  ESQ. 

In  wbiCh  nnc  Ronuki,  upon  Mr.  Falun*)  Annuo 
pubtkhed  by  the  Hev.  Mr.  Denid^e,  m  omtamUy  lo 


WITH  AN  APPENDIX, 

by  Woidi,  iL.d'fil.jMDHfd  Doctrine  afJuioJlcMiaobr  Won* 
DDd  not  by  Fatah  only. 


His  Charge,  that  the  Practical  Religion  recommended 
in  the  Checks  "  undermine)  both  Laio  and  Qotptl." 
it  Retorted,  and  the  Mediator's  Lair  of  Liberty  U 
defended. 


Mr.  ffllF*  faint  attempt  to  show,  thai  hi*  Scheme 
differs  from  speculative  Antinomianism  -.  IIU  incon- 
sistency in  pleading  for  and  against  Sin,  is  illustrated 
bg  Judah'i  behaviour  to  Tamar. 


At  Mr.  HUVt  special  request,  Mr-  Fulton*,  (a  grots 
Antinomian,  first  introduced  to  the  world  by  Mr. 
Berridge,}  it  brought  open  th*  ttage  of  eomrot/eny. 
Mr.  Berridge  attempt*  in  lain  to  bind  him  mith 
Cohinutic  cords. 


Mr.  HOI  cannot  defend  hit  Doctrinal  of  Qntc*  before 
th*  judicious,   by  producing  »    Lilt  of  tiw   grw 

AnHevmUH*  tint  **gy  ie  found  i*  Mr.  WeiWy'i 


Mr.  Hill,  after  passing  over  the  Arguments  and  Scrip- 
tures of  the  Fourth  Chech,  attacks  an  Illustration 
with  the  Ninth  Article.  His  stroke  is  warded  off, 
and  that  Article  turned  against  Caloinism. 


He  raises  a  cloud  of  dust  about  a  fair,  though  abridged ', 
quotation  from  Dr. Owen;  and  in  his  eagerness  to 
charge  Mr.  Wesley  and  hh  second  with  disitigenuitg, 
furnishes  them  with  weapons  against  his  own  errors. 


Some  Queries  concerning  Mr.  Hill's  forwardness  to 
accuse  his  Opponents  of  disingenuity,  gross  perver- 
sion, column;/,  forger;/,  fyc.  and  concerning  his  abrupt 
maimer  of  quitting  the  field  of  Controversy. 

XIII. 

A  perpetual  noise  about  grass  perversions,  and  base 
forgeries,  becomes  Mr.  Hiil  as  little  as  any  Writer, 
considering  his  own  inaccuracy  with  regard  to  quo- 
tations, tome  flagrant  instance!  of  which  art  pro- 
duced  out  of  his  Finishing  Strobe. 
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Section  XIV. 
The  Author,  after  professing  his  brotherly  hut  and 
respect  for  alt  pious  Cateinists,  apologizes  for  hit  An- 
tagonitt  before  the  Anti-Culvinisti ,-   and, 

XV.' 

Takes  his  friendly  lease  of  Mr.  Hilt,  after  promising 
him  to  publish  a  Sermon  on  Bom.  si.  5,  6,  to  recom 
mend  and  guard  the  Doctrine  of  Free  Grace  in  a 
Scriptural  manner. 

In  the  Appendix,  the  Author  proves  by  ten  more  Ar 
guments,  the  absurdity  of  supposing,  with  the  Solifi- 
diam,  that  Believers  are  justified  by  Works  before 
Men  and  Angels,  but  not  before  Ooi, 


FINISHING    STROKE 


RICHARD   HILL,  ESQ. 


1  have  received  your  Finiihing  Stroke,  and  return 
the  following  Answer  ;  to  yon,  or,  if  yon  hare  quilted 
the  field,  to  your  pious  second,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Berridge, 
who,  by  a  public  attack  upon  tinctre  obedience,  and 
upou  the  doctrine  of  zbelicver's  Justification  by  Work*, 
and  not  by  Faith  only,  has  already  entered  the  lists  in 
your  place. 

Sect.  1,  page*6.  Yon  complain,  that  I  represent  yon 
as  fighting  the  battles  of  the  rankest  Antinomiaiis, 
"Because  (say  you)  we  firmly  believe  and  unanimously 
assert,  that  '  the  blood  of  Christ  cleanseth  from  all 
sin,'  and  that,  '  if  any  man  sin,  we  have  an  Advocate 
with  the  Father,"  &c,  and  that  this  advocacy  prevails." 
Mot  so,  dear  Sir  ;  I  apprehend  yon  give  your  reaier* 
totally   wrong  Ideas  o£  the  question.     You  know,! 
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never  opposed  you  for  saying,  that  'the  blood  of 
Christ  cleanscth  penitent  /.rlrevert  from  all  siu.'  Ou 
the  contrary,  this  I  insist  upon  in  a  fuller  sL-nse  than 
you  do,  who,  if  I  mistake  not,  suppose  that  death, 
and  not  the  blood  of  Christ,  applied  by  the  sanctifying 
Spirit,  is  to  be  our  cleanser  from  all  sin.  The  point 
which  we  debate  is  not  then,  whether  Christ's  blood 
cleanses  from  all  sin,  but  whether  it  actually  cleanses 
from  all  guilt  an  impenitent  backslider,  a  lilthy  apos- 
tate ;  and  whether  God  says  to  the  fallen  believer,  that 
commits  adultery  and  murder,  '  Thou  art  all  fair,  my 
love,  my  undefined,  there  is  no  spot  in  thee:1  This 
you  affirm  in  your  fourth  Letter ;  and  this  I  expose  as 
the  very  quintessence  of  Ranterism,  Antinonmuism, 
and  Caliinistic  perseverance. 

The  second  part  of  your  mistake  is  yet  ran  re  glaring 
than  the  first.  The  question  is  not,  {as  you  inform 
your  readers,)  whether,  if  '  any  man  sin  we  have  an 
advocate  with  the  Father,'  &c.  You  know,  Sir,  that 
far  from  denymi:  lliis  comfortable  truth,  I  maintain  il 
in  full  opposition  to  your  narrow  system,  which  de- 
clares, that  if  any  man,  who  is  passed  hy  or  non-elected, 
sinucth,  there  is  no  advocate  with  the  father  for  him  : 
And  that  there  are  thousands  of  absolutely  reprobated 
wretches,  born  to  have  the  devil  for  a  tempter  and  an 
accuser,  without  any  help  from  our  Redeemer  and 
Advoca>e. 

Nor  yet  do  we  debate  whether  Chri.-t's  advocacy  pre- 
vails in  the  full  extent  of  the  word,  for  all  that  know 
the  day  of  their  visitation  :  This  is  a  point  of  doc- 
trine, io  which  1  am  as  clear  as  yourself.  But  the 
question,  about  which  we  divide,  is,  (1.)  Whether 
Christ's  advocacy  never  prevails,  when  he  asks  thai 
barren  Bg-trees,  which  are  at  last  cut  down  for  per- 
illing in  their  unfruitfulness,  may  be  'spared  this 
year  also  ?'— (2.)  Whether  it  prevails  in  such  a  man- 
ner for  all  those,  who  once  made  ever  so  weak  an 
act  of  true  faith,  that  they  shall  never '  make  ship- 
wreck  of  the  faith,'  never  '  deny  the  Lord  that  bought 
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them,'  and  '  briuj;  upon  tlieinsch  (.-.;  swift  destruction ?' 
— (3.)  Whether  Aaron  and  Koran,  David  aud  Denuu, 
Solomon  and  Hvmcncus,  Peter  and  .hubs,  Philetut 
and  Francis  Spira,  with  all  that  Ml  from  God,  shall 
infallibly  sing  louder  lu  heaven  for  their  [jiievous  fall* 
On  earth  .' — lu  a  word,  whether  the  solvation  of  some, 
aud  the  damnation  of  others,  are  .so  finished,  that, 
during  '  the  day  of  their  visitation.,'  ii  is  absolutely  im- 
possible for  one  of  the  former,  tu  draw  hack  to  per- 
dition fruit)  a  state  of  salvation  ;  and  for  one  of  the 
latter,  to  draw  back  to  salvation  from  a  state  uf  per- 
dition ? 

These  important  inicsiions  yoti  should  have  laid  be- 
,  fore  your  readers  as  the  very  ground  of  our  contro- 
versy. But  instead  of  this  you  amuse  theiu  with  two 
precious  scriptures,  which  I  hold  in  a  fuller  Beuse  thau 
yourself.  This  is  a  stroke  of  your  logic,  but  it  is  not 
tin:  numbing  one,  for  you  say: 

Sect.  II.  P.  6.  "  We  cannot  admit  the  contrary  doc- 
trine [that  of  the  CheeksJ  without  at  once  undermin- 
ing both  law  and  gospel.  For  the  law  is  certainly 
undermined  by  supposing,  that  any  breach  of  it  what- 
ever, is  not  attended  with  the  curse  of  God." — What 
law  do  I  undermine?  Is  it  the  law  of  innocence?  No  : 
For  I  insist  upon  it  as  well  as  you,  to  convince  unhum- 
Med  sinners,  that  there  can  be  no  salvation  but  In 
and  through  a  Mediator. — Is  it  the  Mediator's  law, 
'  the  law  of  liberty  ?'  Certainly  not ;  For  I  defend  it 
against  the  bold  attacks  you  make  upon  it ;  and  shall 
now  ward  off  the  dreadful  bluw  you  give  it  in  this 
argument. 

O  Sir,  is  it  right  to  confound,  as  you  do,  the  law  of 
paradisiacal  innocence,  with  the  evangelical  law  of 
liberty,  that  in  point  of  personal,  sincere  obedience 
you  may  set  both  a-idc  at  one.  stroke  ?  Is  not  this  Cal- 
viDistic  stroke  as  dangerous  a«  it  is  uuscriptaral  ? 
"  There  is  no  law  but  une,  whirli  damns  fur  want  of 
absolute  iunoceuce  :  All  those  thai  arc  mulct  awj  \a-K , 
must  be  under  this  /an,  which  curses  for  a  waudcfwifc 
thought  as  well  as  for  incest.— but  believers   aie  wi\ 
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cursed  for  invalid ering  thought.  Therefore  they  are 
under  no  law:  They  are  not  cursed  even  for  incest ; 
they  may  break  their  '  rnle  of  life'  by  adultery  aa 
David,  or  by  incest  as  the  uuchaste  Corinthian,  without 
falling  under  the  curse  of  any  divine  law  in  force 
ugainst  them  :  In  a  word,  without  ceasing  to  he  men 
'  after  God'n  own  heart.'  " 

Now  whence  aii^es  Ihc  fallacy  of  this  argument  ?  Is 
it  not  from  overlooking  the  Mediator's  law,  the  law  of 
Christ  ?  Can  you  see  no  medium,  between  being  under 
11  a  rule  of  life,"  the  breaking  of  which  shall '  work  for 
our  good  ;'  and  being  under  a  law  that  enrses  to  the 
-pit  of  hell  for  the  least  want  of  absolute  innocence  I 
Betwixt  those  two  extremes,  is  there  not  the  evange- 
lical '  law  of  liberty  >' 

O  Sir,  be  not  mistaken  :  The  gospel  has  its  law. 
Hear  St.  Paul  i  'God  shall  judge  the  secrets  nf  men 
by  Jesus  Christ,  according  to  my  gospel.'  (Rom.  ii. 
16.)  Hear  St.  James  :  '  So  speak  ye  [believers]  and 
so  do,  as  they  that  shall  be  judged  by  the  law  of 
LiDF.nrv  ;  for  he  [the  believer]  shall  have  judgment 
without  rncicv.  tli.il  liath  aliened  no  mercy.-  (James 
ii.  12,  13,  illustrated  by  Matt,  xviii.  S3— 35.) 

Christ  is  neither  an  Lli,  nor  a  Nero,  neither  a  dolt, 
nor  a  tyrant;  bat  a  priestly  king,  a*  Melehiaedec.*  If 
lie  is  a  king,  he  has  a  law  ;  his  subjects  may,  and  the 
disobedient  shall,  be  condemned  by  ;t.  If  lie  is  a 
priestly  king,  he  ha?  a  gracious  law  ;  and  if  he  has  a 
gracious  law,  he  requires  no  absolute  impossibilities. 
Thus  the  covenant  of  grace  keeps  a  just  medium  be- 
tween the  relentless  severity  of  the  first  covenant,  and 
the  Antinomiau  softness  of  the  covenant  trumpeted  by 
some  Calvinists. 

Be  not  then  frightened,  O  Sion,  from  meditating  in 
Christ's  law  day  and  night  ;  for  it  is  the  law  of  thy 
gracious  '  King,  who  Cometh  unto  thee  meek,  and 
sitting  upon  the  foal'  of  a  mild,  pacific  animal :  And 
not  that  of  thy  fierce  and  fond  monarch,  O  Genera, 
vfho  comes  riding  upon  the  wings  of  autnra  aud  tem- 
peatf,   to   etaiuri   the   reprobates  far  tVis:  pie-otia.™e4, 
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unavoidable  consequences  of  Adam's  pre-ordained, 
unavoidable  sin j  and  to  encourage  fallen  believers, 
that  climb  up  into  their  neighbours'  bed*,  by  raying  to 
each  of  them,  '  'lliou  art  all  fair,  my  love,  my  unde- 
fined, there  is  no  spot  in  thee.'  But  more  of  this  to 
Mr.  Berridge.  When  yon  have  given  us  a  wrong  idea 
of  the  Mediator's  law,  you  proceed  to  do  the  same  by 
the  gospel,  with  which  that  law  is  so  closely  con- 
nected.   For  you  say; 

P.  6.  "  The  gospel  is  certainly  undermined,  by  sup- 
posing that  there  it  provision  made  in  it  for  some  sins, 
and  not  for  others."  Well  then,  Sir,  Christ  and  the 
four  evangelists  have  "  certainly  wndei  mined  the 
gospel ;"  for  they  all  mention  the  blasphemy  against 
the  Holy  Ghost, '  the  sin  unto  death,' or  the  sin  of  final 
irupenitenry  and  unbelief;  and  they  not  only  suppose, 
but  expressly  declare,  that  it  is  a  sin,  fur  which  "  uo 
provision  is  made,"  and  the  pnnlahment  of  which  ob- 
stinate unbelievers  and  apostates  must  personally  bear. 
la  it  not  strange,  that  the  capital  doctrine  liy  which  our 
Lord  guards  his  own  gospel,  should  lie  represented  as 
a  capital  error,  by  which  "  tbc  gospel  is  certainly 
undermined  ?" 

Sect.  III.  P.  6.  To  shew  that  your  scheme  is  diffe- 
rent from  speculative  Antinomianism,  jou  ask,"  Is 
the  experience  of  David,  Lot  and  Solomon,  that  of  all 
those  who  atidc  by  tlio-^  ilnctrines  ?"  I  answer,  It 
may  be  that  of  thousands  for  aught  you  know,  and  if 
it  is  not  that  of  myriads,  no  thanks  to  you,  Sir,  for  you 
have  given  them  encouragement  enough :  (Though  1 
Still  do  you  the  justice  to  say,  you  have  dune  it  uude- 
lignedly :)  And  lest  tiny  should  fi>i'i;«  your  former 
innuendo,  in  this  very  paije  you  say,  that "  the  covenant 
of  grace  [including,  no  doubt,  finished  salvation]  stand - 
eth  sure  in  behalf  of  the  elect,  under  every  trial,  state, 
and  circumstance  they  ran  |«>:  siuly  be  in  ;"  which,  if  1 
mistake  not,  implies,  that  they  may  be  in  the  impeni- 
tent "  state"  of  drunken  Lot,  and  adulterous.  \)aV\4, 
or  in  the  dangaotu  "  circumstance"    ot  WotaWwu. 
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Solomon,  and  the  incestuous  Corinthian,  without  being 
less  InWwHH  in  finished  salvation  than  if  they  served 
God  with  Noah,  Job,  and  Daniel.  To  this  answer  T 
add  navel's  judicious  observation  :  "  If  the  principle 
will  yield  it,  it  is  in  vain  to  think  corrupt  nature  will 
not  catch  at  it,  and  make  a  vile  use  and  dangerous  im- 
provement of  it."  But  you  say,  (p.  7,)  "  You  know 
in  your  conscience,  that  we  detest  and  abhor  that 
damnable  doctrine  and  position  of  real  Antinomiaus, 
'  Let  us  sin  ill nt  ;:rjce  imiy  abound.'  " — I  believe,  dear 
Sir,  that  all  pious  Calvin ists,  and  consequently  yon, 
abhor  thathonible  tenet  practically,  so  far  as  yon  are 
saved  from  sin.  .And  yet,  to  the  great  encouragement 
of  practical  Aiitiumnianism,  you  have  inmlc  an  enume- 
ration of  the  cund  that  sin,  yea,  any  Icnclh  In  sin,  unto 
adultery,  robbery,  murder,  and  incest,  doea  to  the 
pleasant  children.  Von  have  assured  llnnii,  I  hat  sin  shall 
work  for  their  good  ;  and  you  have  closed  the  strange 
plea  by  saying,  rha!  "  a  grievous  fall  will  make  them 
sing  louder  the  praises  of  free,  restoring  grace  to  all 
eternity  in  heaven."  Now,  honoured  Sir,  pardon  me, 
if  I  tell  yon  my  whole  mind  :  Really,  to  this  day,  T 
think,  that  if  I  wanted  to  make  Christ  publicly  the 
minister  nf  sin,  ;uid  to  poison  the  minds  of  my  hearers 
by  preaching  an  Antinomian  sermon  from  these  words, 
Lei  us  tin  that  eriirc  mivj  abound,  I  could  uot  do  it 
more  effectually  than  by  shewing,  according  to  the 
doctrine  of  your  fourth  letter:  (1.)  That,  upon  the 
whole,  siu  can  do  us  no  harm  ;— (2.)  That,  far  from 
hnrtinj  us,  it  will  work  for  onr  good: — And,  (3.) 
That  even  a  grievous  fall  into  adultery  and  murder, 
will  make  us  "  sing  louder  in  heaven  ;  all  debts  and 
claims  against  believers,  be  they  more  or  be  they  lets, 
be  they  small  or  be  they  great,  be  they  before  or  be 
they  after  conversion,  being  for  ever  anil  fur  ever  can- 
celled by  Christ's  fulfilling  the  law  for  them."  In  the 
name  of  reason,  1  ask,  where  is  the  difference  between 
jjublishiut;  iIiim'  iiijl>ii:iiiI,-'I  ten  els,  and  saying  roundly, 
£*/  as  sin  (Ant  grace  may  afiound  I 
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Do  not  reply.  Sir,  that  this  objection  was  brought 
against  St.  Paul  as  well  as  against  you,  and  therefore  the 
apostle's  doctrine  and  yours  exactly  coincide ;  for  this 
would  be  impeaching  the  innocent  to  screen  the  guilty. 
The  charge  of  indirectly  saying,  *  Let  us  sin,  that 
grace  may  .abound/  is  absolutely  false,  when  it  is 
brought  against  St  Paul ;  but  alas,  it  is  too  true,  when 
produced  against  the  author  of  Pietat  Oxoniensis. 
Where  did  that  holy  apostle  ever  say,  that  sin  works 
fin- our  good?  When  did  he  declare  that  the  Lord 
over-rules  sin,  even  adultery  and  murder,  for  the  good 
of  his  backsliding  people  ;  and  that  grievous  falls  in 
this  world,  will  make  us  more  joyful  in  the  next  ?  But 
you  know,  Sir,  who  has  published  those  maxims,  and 
who  stands  to  them,  even  in  a  Finishing  Stroke :  Inti- 
mating still,  that  it  is  God's  "  secret  will'*'  to  do 
good  to  his  people  by '  the  abominable  thing  which  his 
soul  hateth/  (P.  55,  I  36,  dec.)  O  Sir,  hell  is  not 
farther  from  heaven,  than  this  doctrine  from  that  of  the 
apostle :  For  while  you  absolutely  promise  fallen 
believers  louder  songs  in  heaven,  he  conditionally 
threatens  them  with  *  much  sorer  punishment'  in  hell, 
(Heb.  x.  29,)  and  Christ  says,  '  Go  and  sin  no  more, 
lest  a  worse  thing  happen  unto  thee.'  Bat  your 
scheme  says,  "  Go  any  length  in  fin,  and  a  more  ex- 
cellent thing  shall  happen  unto  thee  :  A  grievous  fall 
wiU  drive  thee  nearer  to  Christ" 

Leaving  you  to  reconcile  yourself  with  holy  Paul  aud 
our  blessed  Lord,  I  beg  leave  to  account  for  the  warmth 
with  which  yon  sometimes  plead  for  and  sometimes 
against  sin.  As  a  good  man,  you  undoubtedly  "  detest 
and  abhor"  this  dangerous  maxim  of  the  great  Diana  of 
the  Antinomians  ;  "  sin  works  for  good  to  believers ;" 
but,  as  a  sound  Calvinist,  you  plead  for  it,  yea,  and  you 
father  it  upon  the  apostle  too.  (See  Third  Check,  Vol.  i. 
p.  508.)  This  contrariety,  in  your-sentiments,  may  be 
illustrated  by  Judah's  inconsistent  behaviour  to  Tamar. 

As  Tamar  was  an  agreeable  woman,  Judah  took  w\ 
AvHwomian  fancy  to  her,  gave  her  his*  signet,  \>rac^ 
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lets,  and  staff,'  for  a  pledge  j  and ;  faithfully  '  pent  lier 
a  kid  from  the  flock.'  But  as  she  was  his  disgraced 
daughter- in-  law,  big  with  n  bastard  child,  though  he 
himself  was  the  father  of  it,  he  rose  against  her  with 
nn colli  11  ion  indignation,  and  said,  in  a  fit  of  legality, 
*  Bring  her  iorth  that  she  may  he  burnt  !*  Oh  !  that, 
instead  of  calling  me  "  a  spiritual  calumniator,"  and 
accusing  me  of"  vile  fahehouil,  and  ator-f  pmci'sion," 
for  bearing  testimony  npi"-t  a  similar  inconsistency, 
ynu  would  imitate  the  undeceived  patriarch,  take  your 
signet  and  bracelets  again  ;  I  mean,  call  in  yuur  Fourth 
Letter,  that  fatal  pledge  sent  me  from  the  press  " 
your  great  Diana,  and  from  this  time  '  know  her  ag 

Sect.  IV.  But  you  are  not  put  out  of  countenance  by 
your  former  mistakes,  for,  (p.  8,  9,)  speaking,  it  stems, 
of  those  mistaken  good  men,  "  who  say  more  at  times 
for  slu  than  against  it,"  or  of  those  who  traduce 
obedience,  and  make  roiil  the  law  thiough  faith  ;  repre- 
senting it  as  a  bare  rnle  of  life,  the  breaking  of  which 
will  in  the  end  work  for  the  believer's  good,  you  say  ! 
"Though  I  have  begged  yon  so  earnestly  in  my  Re- 
view, to  point  out  by  name  who  these  wretches  [you 
should  say  these  persons]  are  :  Though  I  have  told 
you,  that  without  this  the  charge  of  slander  must  be  for 
ever  at  your  door  ;  still  neither  they  nor  their  couvi 
are  produced,  no  nor  one  quotation  from  their  writ- 
ings, in  order  to  prove  these  black  charges  upon 
them," — Here  is  aheap  of  gross  mistakes.  1  have  not 
only  produced  oue  quotation,  but  many,  both  from  Dr. 
Crisp's  writings  and  your  own.  See  Sec  mil  Check,  vol. 
i.  from  p.  390,  to  394,  and  Third  Check,  front  p.  488, 
to  p.  513.  Again,  that  "neither  they  nor  their  converts 
are  produced,"  is  a  capital  oversight.  Turn  to  Fourth 
Check,  Vol.  ii.  p.  90;  "Produce  a  few  of  them,"— says 
yonr  Brothel  ;  to  whirli  I  answer,  "  Will,  Sir,  I  produce 
first,  the  author  of  Pie/at  U-iviik-nsis,  next  yourself, 
and  then  all  the  Calvini.-ts,  who  admire  your  brother's 
Fourth  Letter,  where  he  not  oivVj  itWmuates,  but 
openly  attempts  to   prove,  ftiat  Davift,  8ic.,  stooArti- 
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Mired  aud  complete  in  the  everlasting  righteousness  at 
Christ,  while  his  eyes  were  full  of  adultery,  and  Ida 
hands  of  blood.  Now,  Sir,  if  this  was  the  ease  of 
David,  it  may  not  only  be  the  case  of  many,  but  of  all 
the  elect:"  Fur  die  imaginary  covenant  of  finished 
salvation,  stands  us  sure  for  fallen  believers,  who  cheat, 
swear  and  get  drunk,  as  for  those  who  commit  adul- 
tery, murder  and  incest. 

But  since  you  press  me  still  to  produce  wituesse.",  I 
promise  you  to  produce  by  and  by  the  Iter.  Mr.  Her- 
ridge,  your  second,  together  with  his  Antinomian  pleas 
agaiust  sincere  obedience.  In  the  menu  time  I  proddce 
"Mr.  Fulsome,"  together  with  a  quotation  from  "The 
Christian  World  I'nmasked."  It  contains  a  ludicrous 
description  of  a  consistent  Aiitimimiiiii,  brought  over 
to  the  doctrines  of  grace  by,  I  know  not  which  of  our 
gospel  ministers. 

His  name,  says  Mr.  UeniJge,  was  Mr.  Fulsome, and 
his  mother's  maiden  name  was  Miss  Wanton.  "When 
the  cloth  was  removed,  and  some  few  tankards  had 
gone  round,  Mr.  Fulsome'*  face  looked  like  the  red 
lion  painted  on  my  landlord's  sign,  and  bis  moutli 
began  to  open.  He  talked  r-wiiiimiti;,-!;  ibout  religion, 
and  vapoured  much  in  praise  of  [Calvinistic]  perse- 
verance. Each  fresh  tankard  threw  afresh  light  upon 
Ins  subject.  Bus,  No  sin,  lie  said,  can  hurt  rue.  I  have 
had  a  call,  and  my  election  is  safe.  Satan  may  pound 
me,  if  he  please  :  Bnt  Jesus  must  replevy  me.  What 
care  I  for  drunkenness  or  whoredom,  for  cheating,  or 
a  little  lying  ?  These  sins  may  hurt  another,  bat  they 
cannot  hurt  me.  Let  me  wander  where  I  will  from 
God,  JAus  Christ  must  fetch  me  back  again.  I  may 
fall  a  thousand  times,  but  i  shall  rise  n«ain  :  Yea,  I 
may  fall  exceeding  foully. — And  so  he  did,  for  instantly 
he  pitched  with  his  head  upon  the  floor,  and  the 
tankard  in  his  hand."  Christian  World  Unmasked. 
2d.  Ed  i  p.  191. 

Thus  fell  the  Antinomian  champion  of  CaMn\s,\.\c 
perseverance.  "  The  (aukard  (adds  Mr.  Betrii\%e) 
was  recoi-eirii,  bat  no  one  thought  it  woiili  v\\i'vi 
Vol.  II.  i 


while  10  lift  up  Mr.  Fulsome." — And  what  doe? 
Mr.  Fulsome  care  for  it,  if  Jeans  Christ  himself  is 
absolutely  engaged  to  raise  him  up,  though  he  had 
spilt  not  only  some  of  my  landlord's  ale,  hut  nil  my 
landlord'*  blood?  Let  Mr.  Fulsome  take  a  peaceful 
nap  upon  the  door,  till  he  can  call  for  another 
tankard  ;  it  will  never  hurt  him,  for  Mr.  Hill  declares 
that  "  the  covenant  of  grace  stanrieth  cure  in  behalf 
of  the  elect  under  every  trial,  state,  and  cireunisiaiiu' 
(hey  can  possibly  be  in  :  And  that  God  over-rules 
sin  for  their  (rood."  (Flniihing  Stroke,  p.  6,  aud 
55.) 

Upon  the  principles  of  Calvinism,  no  logfriu  in 
the  wor,ld  can,  I  think,  find  a  flaw  iu  the  following 
arguments  of  Mr.  Fulsome,  [f  1  am  unconditionally 
elected,  Irresistible  grace  will  certainly  save  me  at 
last;  nay,  my  salvation  is  already  finished  ;  Aud  for 
this  tankard  and  twenty  more,  I  shall  only  ainj 
"  louder"  in  heav.  he  praises  of  free,  di-'.inyuisti- 
ing,  restoring  grace,  which,  passing  by  thousands, 
viewed  me  with  unchangeable  love,  and  determined 
to  save  me  with  an  everlii-iinii  sulvati"ii,  without  any 
regard  to  that  "jackVlatitern,  sincere  obedience," 
If,  on  the  other  hand,  1  am  unconditionally  reprohaieil, 
I  shall  absolotely  be  damned.— .Again,  supposing 
Christ  never  died  for  me,  not  only  all  my  faith,  lint 
also  all  my  eudeavonr*  and  works,  (were  they  as  many 
ns  those  of  Mr.  J.  W.,)  like  a  "  jack-o'lantern,"  will 
only  dance  before  me  to  the  pit  of  hell. — Once  more, 
if  I  am  absolutely  justified,  it  is  not  all  the  tankards 
and  harlots  in  the  world,  that  can  blot  my  name  out  of 
the  book  of  life.  And  if  1  am  in  the  black  book,  my 
damnation  is  as  good  as  lini.-lied.  My  sineerc  obedlcuce 
will  never  reverse  a  personal,  absolute  decree,  older 
aud  firmer  than  the  pillars  of  heaven.  Nay,  it  may  be 
the  readiest  way  lo  hell ;  for  our  Vicar,  who  is  one  of 
the  first  gospel  ministers  in  the  kingdom,  tells  us,  that 
"  the  devil  was  m rely  the  author  of  the  condition  of 
sincere  obedience,"  and  that  "thousands  have  been 
logt  by-following  after  it."      LimiWotn,  \>™™,"m  anoftin 
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tankard.— Here  is  the  health  of  all  who  do  not  legalise 
the  gospel ! 

Mr.  Berridge  is  too  good  a  logician,  to  attempt 
proving,  that  Mr.  Fulsome'H  creed  is  not  quite  rational 
npon  the  principles  of  Calvinism.  He  only  says, 
(p,  192,)  "  Such  scandalous  professors  are  found  at  all 
timeH,  in  onr  day,  and  in  St.  Paul's  day,  yet  St.  1'aul 
will  not  renounce  the  doctrine  of  pcrseverauce."— 
True  ;  he  will  not  renounce  his  own  doctrine  of  con- 
ditional perseverance,  because  it  is  the  very  reverse  of 
the  doctrine  of  absolute,  or  Calrinistic  perseverance, 
from  which  Mr.  Fulsome  draws  his  horrible,  and  yet 
just  inferences. 

Bat,  says  Mr.  B.,  (p.  1  /S,)  "  A  believer's  new  nature 
makes  him  hunger  for  implanted  righteousness  i"  in- 
sinuating  that  a  believer's  holy  nature  puis  him  upon 
inch  spontaneous  obedience  to  his  "  rules  of  life," 
that  he  needs  not  the  help  of  a  law.as  a  rule  of  rewards 
and  punishment!,  to  encourage  him  in  the  path  of 
duty,  and  to  keep  him  fmm  the  broad  way  of  disobe- 
dience. As  this  is  one  of  the  grand  arguments  by 
which  pious  Calviuists  defend  [lie  Aiitiiioiuiuti  liabel,  1 
•hall  answer  it  first  as  an  Anli-Culvioist,  and  Mr. 
Fulsome  next  as  a  Calvinist. 

1.  Experience  shews,  that  to  secure  the  creature's 
obedience,  or  the  Creator'!  honour,  the  curb  of  a 
law  is  necessary  for  all  free  agents  who  are  yet  in  a 
state  of  probation  ;  and  that  so  long  as  we  are  sur- 
rounded with  so  many  temptations  to  faint  in  duty,  and 
to  leave  the  thorny  way  of  the  cross  for  the  flowery 
paths  of  sin,  the  spur  and  bridle  of  a  promising  and 
threatening  law  are  needful,  eveu  with  respect  to 
those  duties  which  natural  or  supernatural  inclination 
renders  in  general  delightful ;  such  as  lor  mothers 
to  take  care  of  their  own  children,  and  believers  to 
da  good  to  their  own  neighbour.  Now  as  the  civil 
law,  that  condemns  murderers  to  death,  does  not 
except  mothers  who  destroy  the  fruit  of  their  Wq\d.\i, 
because  Batumi  tSbctino  make*  them  in-genen*  {Vai 


to  preserve  it  i  So  the  penal  law  of  Christ  niakea  no 
exception  in  favour  of  believer*,  who  fall  into  adul- 
tery and  murder,  miller  the  Calvinistir.  pretence,  that 
their  new  nature  makes  llivm  in  general  hunger  after 
purity  and  love.  (See  1  Cor.  vi.  8,  9.)— Again,  all 
*opbisms  llee  before  matter  of  fact.  Fallen  angels 
and  our  first  uaients  once  naturally  hungered  after 
righteousness,  more  thau  most  believers  do  ;  and  yet 
they  grossly  iipo.-tiiliscd.  .And  if  yuu  object  to  these 
instances,  I  pnirliife  David  and  the  incestuous  Corin- 
thian :  Both  had  a  "  new  nature"  as  believers  ;  and 
yet,  an  fallen  believers,  the  one  could  thirst  after 
Uriah'*  blood,  and  the  other  hunger  after  his  lather's 
wife,  far  more  than  after  '•  imphiuteil  lighteonaneBs." 
But, 

2.  Mr.  Fulsome  may  answer  Mr.  Berridge  an  a  Ca.1- 
vinist,  thus:  My  new  nature  will  make  me  hunger 
for  implauted  righteousness  "in  the  day  of  God's 
power:"  God  will  do  his  own  work:  In  the  mean- 
time 1  am  "  in  a  winter  season  :"  '  1  am  carnal  and 
sold  under  sin,'  as  well  as  St.  Pant,  and  I  thirst  after 
iny  tankard  as  David  did  after  Hathsheba's  beauty, 
and  Uriah's  Wood  :  Tims  the.  Auriin'iiiiari  itap  remains 

tt  is  true  also  that  Mr.  Berridge  says,  (p.  173.) 
"  Cheats  wiil  arise  :  And  how  must  we  deal  with 
them  ? — Deal  with  them,  .Sir!  why,  uaujr  them,  when 
detected ;  as  Jesus  hanged  Judas."  I  thought  that 
Judas,  and  not  Jesus  was  the  hangman.  But  I  let 
that  pass,  to  observe,  that  Mr.  Fulsome  may  justly 
ask,  Why  will  you  haug  me?  Does  not  our  Lord, 
speaking  of  his  elect,  say,  '  He  that  touches  yon, 
touches  the  apple  of  mine  eye?'  If  Mr.  Berridge 
answers:  You  are  no  elect;  you  are  a  hypocrite; 
yon  never  had  grace  :  Mr.  Fulsome  may  justly  reply, 
upon  the  plan  of  [lie  Cnhinislie  doctrines  of  grace, 
"  [  have  had  a  call,  and  my  election  is  safe.  Who 
shall  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge  of  God's  elect? 
ll'lioni  lie  called,  them  he  also  justified  :  Yea,  they 
are  justified  from  all  things.    You  \vave  wo  wnt  ™*a 
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ndenin  me  as  an  hypocrite,  lycause  yon  see  me 
a  tankard  in  my  hand,  than  to  pasa  a  sentence 
ypocrisy  upon  all  backslider?.  How  will  yo« 
:  that  1  have  not  as  much  right  to  tons  my 
ird,  as  Dai-id  to  write  a.  sanguinary  letter; 
lion,  to  worship  devils;  and  the  incestuous 
ithiali,  to  invade  the  righto  of  his  father's  bed  > 
1  maintain  the  privileges  of  God's  children  aestnst 
le  legalists  and  the  Wesleys  in  the  world  :  I 
fight  for  free  grace,  lo  the  last  drop  in  my 
ird  : — My  service  to  you  !" 

Mr.  Fnlaotue'a  arguments  are  cone  hi  site,  as  well 
alvinistical,  how  can  he  be  brought  (o  give  up 
■ntinoinian  creed  ?  Undoubtedly,  by  being  brought 
ve  up  Calvinism.  Till  then  it  is  evident  that 
fill  still  hold  his  doctrines  of  grace  in  theory, 
i  practice  -  Indirectly  and  with  mental  reserves, 
1  pious  Calviniats  do;  or  openly  and  without 
ling,  as  he  dots  in  his  confession  of  faith.  Thus 
Mr.  Herridge  presented  the  world  with  an  An  li- 
nn creed,  as  horrid  as  that  which  1  have  com- 
1  with  the  unguarded  principle*  of  your  Fourth 
ir.  And  by  acknowledging,  that  "  such  scan- 
ts professors  as  Mr.  Fulsome,  are  found  at  nil 
l,"  he  has  confirmed  the  necessity  of  my 
ks,  shewn  they  ate  really  Checks  to  Autinomiau- 
id  not  "  Checks  to  the  gospel,"  silenced  those 
MM  accused  tue  of  misrepresentation,  and 
d  me  to  give  the  world  a  just  idea  of  Calviniitic 
Iples.  I  say  principles,  because  many,  very  many 
'sts,  like  Mr.  Berridge,  are  too  moral  not  to 
o  their  practice,  ,antl  not  to  explode  as  delest- 
n  their  discourse,  the  immoral  infercuces,  con- 
is  justly  draw  from  their  doctrines 

•t.  V.     Having  thus  complied  with  your  request, 

ay   producing   "a   quotation"  from   an    eminent 

t  divine,  to  shew  that  1  do  not  fight  agawist 

»  when  /  oppose   Mr.  Fulsome  ;    and  Wvu? 

bed  a  rational   "convert"  to  your  doctr"\uea  <tf 


grace  i  I  return  to  the  Finishing  Stroke,  where,  to 
ward  off  the  blow  gtMl  to  your  system  by  the  ortho- 
doxy and  had  (viinhiei  nf  ihe  Kills  nines, 

P.  9.  You  offer  to  show  me  "  a  long  black  list  of 
deluded  creatures,  {some  of  whom  have  been  priu- 
ctpal  leaders  in  Mr.  W.'s  classes,  &c.,)  who  hare  been 
carrying  on  abi>iiiiii;ili<>n<  and  wicked  uTacticcs  under 
the  mask  of  religion."  And  you  tell  us  they  arc 
"  some  of  the  fruits  whirl]  tlie  doctrines"  of  Mr.  Wes- 
ley "  have  produced."  But  yon  have  forgot  the 
proof,  unless  you  think  that  your  bare  atsertioa  is 
quite  sufficient.  Suppose  that  one  out  of  twelve  of 
Mr.  W.'s  class -leaders,  had  actually  turned  out  ■ 
"  temporary  monster,"  what  could  you  infer  from  it 
against  Mr.  W — 's  doctrine,  but  what  the  Pharisees 
could  with  equal  truth,  or  rather  with  equal  injustice, 
have  inferred  against  the  doctrine  of  our  Lord; 

By  what  plain  and  easy  cun.-equencc.  or  by  what 
scriptural  argument  will  you  make  it  appear,  that 
even  the  most  abhorred  of  all  Mr.  W — 's  doctrines, 
that  of  Chvistinu  Perfection,  for,  which  is  ail  one, 
that  of  believing  in  (.'linst  with  a  penitential  faith, 
till  we  love  God  with  all  our  heart,  and  our  neighbour 
as  ourselves,}  has  any  more  tendency  to  turn  bis 
hearers  into  "  temporary  monsters,"  than  our  Lord's 
Sermon  upon  the  Mount  had  to  turn  his  apostles  iuto 
covetous  traitors?  But  how  tan  you  free  your  doc- 
trine from  the  dangerous  con  sequences  which  flow 
from  it  as  naturally  as  a  river  does  from  its  source? 
Have  I  not  just  proved,  1  hope  to  the  satisfaction 
of  judicious  readers,  that  Mr.  Fulsome**  practice  per- 
fectly agrees  with  ymu'  (.'iilviiiisiio  fi-iuj- L] iled  ?  OStr, 
that  vapourer,  in  favour  of  your  perseverance,  fairly 
and  consistently  builds  upon  what  your  brother  calls 
"  the  foundation  of  the  L'alvinists,"  that  is,  uncon- 
ditional election  and  finished  salvation  :  He  is  a  wise 
master  builder.  Apply  the  most  exact  plummet  of 
reason  to  the  walls  of  his  Antiuoniian  Babel,  and  you 
will  Sod  them  straight.  They  do  not  project  a  hair's 
breadth  from  your  docttiues  of  pace,  wUuftk  «tt  \\ui 
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foundations  laid  in  some  of  our  celebrated  pulpit?, 
for  him  aud  all  the  clan  of  Ilic  FuUoiuei  to  build 
upon.  He  is  a  judicious  monster  ;  lie  has  rei'on  aud 
[our  orthodoxy  on  his  side.  11  ut  the  monsters  of 
year  lout;  black  list  (supposing  it  to  he  a  true  ouej 
ire  barefaced  hypocrites,  equally  c nude m «ed  by  their 
reason  and  profesnion :  For  to  far  as  Uiey  adhere 
to  Ml'.  W.'s  doctrine,  clicir  ; j ■  i u t~ i | ►  L t- -  ;ire  dintnetrically 
opposcd  to  their  practice,  and  thci elui t  he  is  no  more 
accountable  fur  their  "  a  hi)  mi  nation.-,"  than  our  Lord 
was  for  Judas's  treason. 

Sect.  VI.  I'dge  12,  13.  Von  leave  mc  in  full  pos- 
session of  the  scriptures,  argument*,  aud  quotation* 
from  our  Hum  ilk.-  .iinl  Li!  mm  ,  ivliirli  I  I:  ive  advauced 
in  the  Fourth  Check ;  supposing  that  when  you  have 
called  thciu  "  the  uoirl  chimeras  of  tlie  Fourth 
Check,"  or  a  "mingle  mangle;"  and  tliat  when 
yon  have  referred  your  readers  to  "  the  faith  of 
Mr.  Ignorance,"  you  have  given  my  sentiments  a 
Finishing  Slroke.  To  such  forcible  argument!  I  can 
make  no  better  and  shorter  reply  than  that  of  ray 
title-page,  Lugica  Geneveniis  !    However, 

P.  11.  You  decide  that  my  illustration  of  the  woman 
dropping  her  child  down  the  precipice  "  is  totally 
foreign  to  the  purpose,"  i.  c,  does  uot  at  all  prove 
that  Calvinism  fathers  "  unprovoked  wrath"  upon  the 
God  of  love.  But  how  do  yon  make  it  appear  ? — Why, 
you  insinuate,  that  "  man  has  forfeited  all  right  aud 
title  to  the  favour  of  God  by  his  fall  in  Adam ;"  and 
therefore  God  has  been  justly  provoked  to  drop  the 
reprobates  down  the  precipice  of  sin  into  bell,  by 
an   eternal,  unconditional,   absolute   decree  of   notl- 

Tbe  argument  is  specious,  and  li;i-  riVccived  thou- 
sands of  simple  Minis  iiit'j  (.iilviniMii  ;  but  can  it  bear 
examination  ?  Who,  or  what  provoked  God  to  make, 
from  all  eternity,  a  decree  of  absolutely  dropping 
Adam  down  the  precipice  of  sin,  and  the  reprobated 
part  of  bis  posterity  duua  the  precipice  of  daninaXW  1 
Wu  it  the  sin  of  reprobates  ?  No  -.  For  inMuua  i 
.4 
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theni  are  as  yet  uu  conceived,  and  therefore  sinless; 
fur  what  has  not  yet  a  substance,  cannot  yet  have  a 
mode  ;  what  floes  not  yet  exist,  cannot  yet  be  sinful. 
Was  it  a  foresight  of  their  sin  .'  No  :  For  noon  the 
I'alvinistic  plan,  God  certainly  foresees  what  will 
happen,  only  because  he  has  absolutely  decreed  what 
shall  happen.  Wan  it  Adam's  sin,  as  yon  insinnate? 
No :  for  Adam's  sin  was  committed  in  lime,  and 
therefore  could  not  influence  an  absolute  decree  of 
personal  reprobation  made  before  time,  yea,  from  all 
eternity.     But  you  add  ; 

P.  11,  12.  "  If  you  believe  that  the  transgression  of 
our  first  parent  entailed  no  condemnation  upon  his 
posterity,  why  did  yen  -id. scribe  tr>  tin'  Ninth  Article  of 
our  Church,  which  says,  that  in  every  man  born  info 
the  world  it  deserves  God's  wrath  and  damnation  i"  I 
apprehend  yon  mistake,  Sir ;  that  Article  says  no  soch 
thing.  What  it  affirm*  of  a  derivation  of  Adam's  cor- 
ruption, or  of  "  the  fault  and  corruption  of  the  nature 
»f  every  man,"  you  represent  as  spoken  of  Adam's 
personal  transgression  ;  which  is  absolutely  confound- 
ing the  cause  and  the  effect.  Every  iinil-l'iilvinist  may, 
and  I,  for  one,  do  believe,  that  fn  every  man  born  into 
the  world,  and  considered  according  to  the  first  cove- 
nant, original  corruption  (not  Adam's  traugression) 
deserves  Hod's  wrath  and  damnation  at  the  hands  of  a 
holy  and  righteous  f!od  ;  without  dreaming  that  any 
man  sliail  be  ever  damned  for  it:  Seeing  that,  accord- 
ing to  God's  mercy  and  goodness  displayed  in  the 
second  covenant,  Christ,  '  the  second  Adam,'  is  come 
"  to  taste  death  for  every  man,'  and  to  be  '  the  Saviour 
of  all  men  ;'  so  that  for  his  sSIre,  'the  free  gift  is  come 
upon  all  men  to  justification  of  life.'  (Sec  the  Fourth 
Check,  p.  93,  &c.)  Thus,  by  looking  at  our  divine 
compass,  the  word  of  God,  we  sail  through  the  straits 
of  error,  keeping  at  an  equal  distance  from  the  rocks 
against  which  Calvinists  run  on  the  right  hand,  and 
the  Pelagians  on  the  left. 
/hare  n-arded  off  the  Stroke,  which  yon  have  at- 
'tempted  to  give  my  sentiments  wittt  out  tftSh  to"uc\e  \ 


and  now  it  is  but  just,  yon  shoold  suffer  me  to  return 
it.  If  I  am  not  mistaken,  that  article  is  repugnant  to 
Caiviuisui  in  two  respects.  (1.)  It  says  not  one  word 
about  tlie  imputation  of  the  demerits  of  Adam's  first 
transgression  ;  but  makes  original  sin  to  consist  only  in 
the"  infection  of  our  nature;"  which  saps  the  found 
ation  of  your  imaginary  imputation  of  Adam ''personal 
Sin,  and  consequently  ruins  its  counterpart,  namely, 
your  imaginary  imputation  of  Christ's  petsOBil  good 
work*,  distinct  from  some  actual  participation  of  his 
holiness. — 12.)  It  affirms  that  this  infection,  In  every 
person  born  into  the  world,  deserves  God's  wrath  i  A 
strong  intimation  this,  that  it  did  not  actually  deserve 
that  wrath,  before  we  Were  actually  defiled  by  a  sinfn! 
birth  or  conception.  Now  this,  if  1  mistake  not,  im- 
plies, that  of  all  the  men  now  living  upon  the  earth, 
not  one  actually  deserved  God's  wrath  and  damnation 
two  hundred  years  ago.  So  that  if  God  absolutely  re- 
probated one  man  now  living,  three  hundred,  much 
more  six  thousand  years  ago,  much  more  from  all  eter- 
nity, he  did  it  according  to  Calvin's  doctrine  of  rich, 
free,  unprovoked,  gratuitous,  undeserved  wrath.  O 
ye  considerate  Ltididimen.  *taud  i"  your  Articles,  autl 
yon  will  soon  shake  oft" Geneva  impositions! 

Sect.  VII,  p.  12.  You  say  in  your  moral  creed  about 
faith  and  works  :— "  Faith  when  genuine  will  always 
manifest  its  reality  by  bringing  forth  good  works,  and 
all  the  fruits  of  an  holy  life."  Now,  Sir,  if  you  stand 
to  this,  without  secret  reserve*  about  "  a  winter  state," 
in  which  a  genuine  believer  (so  called;  may  commit 
adultery,  murder  and  incest,  fur  many  months,  with- 
out losing  the  character  of  '  a  man  after  God's  own 
heart,'  and  hi'  title  to  heaven ;  you  make  up  the  Anti- 
no  ml  an  gap,  you  set  your  seal  to  St.  James's  Epistle, 
you  ratify  the  Checks  ;  and  cuuscu'ieutly  you  give  up 
your  Fourth  Letter,  which  contains  the  very  marrow 
of  Calvinism:  Unless,  by  some  salvo  of  Geneva  logic, 
you  can  reconcile  these  two  prrijinaiiiiiu-,  which,  nyjtHi 
the  rational  and  moral  plan  of  the  gospel,  B\>ueav  \u 
me  utterly  irrecoarileable  ■.   |J.)   Faitll,  when  ee«u\rie.. 


always,  brings  forth  all  the  fruits  of  an  holy  life.— (2.) 
A  man's  faith  may  be  genuine,  while  he  goes  anT 
length  in  sin,  aud  brings  forth  all  the  fruits  of  an  on- 
holy  life ;  adultery  and  murder  not  excepted. 

Sect.  VIII.  My  quotation  from  Dr.  Owen,  which 
sets  CiilviniHE.it'  rontradicliou  in  a  most  (during  light, 
seems  to  embarrass  you  much.  [P.  H,  &c.)  You  pro- 
duce passage  upon  passage  out  of  his  writings,  to  shew 
that  he  explodes  "  the  distinction  of  a  double  justifica- 
tion'." But  you  know,  Sir,  the  Doctor  had  as  much 
right  to  contradict  himself  in  his  writings,  as  you  to 
militate  against  yourself  in  yooi Review  :  (See  Fourth 
Check,  Let.  1.)  Besides,  1  have  already  observed, 
[Fourth  Cheek,  Let.  X.)  that  "  a  volume  of  such  pas- 
sages, instead  of  invulidaiing  the  doctrine  1  maintain, 
(or  the  quotation  I  produce.,)  would  only  prove  that 
the  most  judicious  I'iilvinists  cannot  make  their  scheme 
haug  tolerably  together."     However,  you  say, 

P.  13,  It  "  He  [Dr.  Owen]  drops  not  the  least  in- 
timation of  any  fresh  act  of  justification,  which  is  tJieu 
to  pass  upon  a  believer's  person." — What,  Sir,  has  not 
the  Doctor  said,  in  hi-  Treatise  upon  Justification  ?,  (p- 
•122,)  "  Whenever  this  inquiry  is  made,  not  bovr  a  sin- 
ner, Ac,  shall  be  justified,  which  is  [as  we  are  all 
agreed,  by  faith,  or  to  use  the  Doctor's  uoscriptural 
phrase]  by  the  righteousness  of  Christ  alone  imputed 
to  him  :  liut  how  a  man  that  professes  evangelical 
faith  in  Christ  shall  be  tried  and  judged  ;  and  whereon 
as  such,  [thatis,asabcliever,]  he  shall  he  justified: 
We  giant  that  it  is  and  must  be  by  his  own  personal 
obedience."  Now,  Sir,  if  the  Doctor  has  said  this, 
ami  you  dare  not  deny  it,  has  he  not  said  the  very  tiling 
which  1  contend  for  t 

Wheu  yon  affirm,  that  he  maVes  no  mention  of  a 
fresh  act  of  justification,  do  you  uot  betray  your  inat- 
tention 1  Does  he  not  declare,  that  a  sinner  is  justi- 
fied by  imputed  righteousness,  and  that  a  believer  hi 
such  shall  be  tried  and  justified  by  his  own  personal 
obedience  >  How  If  justification  is  tiieatt  of  justifying, 
arc  you  not  greatly  mistaken,  when  jou  venteseM  v\ie 


justification  of  a  ailiner  by  Christ's  imputed  righteous- 
ness ,  and  the  justification  of  a  believer  or  a  saint,  by 
his  own  personal  obedience,  as  one  and  the  mune  act  ? 
Permit  me.  Sir,  to  refer  you  to  the  argument  contained 
in  the  Fourth  Check,  p.  515  ;  on  which,  next  (o  the 
words  of  our  Lord,  (Matt.  Jtii.  3/,)  I  chiefly  real  our 
controversy  about  justification.  An  argumeut,  the 
answering  of  which  (if  it  can  be  answered)  would  have 
done  yoor  BUM  more  honour  and  service,  than  what 
you  are  pleased  to  iiii-inuatc  next  concerning  Mr.  Wes- 
ley's honesty  and  mine. 

D.  Williams.,  out  of  whose  book  1  copied  my  quota- 
tiou  from  Dr.  Owen,  being  a  L'alvimst,  and  an  cleav 
abouta  sinner's  jnstiricaiion  I «y  (nilh  ;is  I):.  Owen  him- 
self, for  brevity's  sake,  left  out  what  the  Doctor  say* 
about  it  under  I  lie  taliini-tir  |ilira-e  n(f.7irhl's  imputed 
right 'eomneu.  Here,  ii-  if  D.  Williams'*  wisdom  were 
duplicity  in  me,  (p.  14,)  yon  triumph  not  only  over 
me,  but  over  Mr.  Wesley,  thus  !  "  1  never  dnre  trust 
to  Mr.  Wesley  or  Mr.  Fletcher  In  any  quotations,  &c  — 
More  words  expunged  by  Mr.  Fletcher  out  of  the  short 
quotation  he  has  taken  from  Dr.  Owen." — lint  suppose 
I  had  hnavitlrfy  expunged  the  word*  which  I).  William* 
wisely  left  out  as  useless  (u  his  puinl.  wli.it  need  was 
there  of  reflecting  upon  Mr.  Wesley  on  the  occasion  ? 
O  ye  doctrines  of  free  grace  and  free  wrath,  how  long 
will  ye  mislead  good  men }  How  lung  will  ye  harry 
them  into  that  part  of  practical  Antinomiauism,  which 
consists  in  rash  accusations  of  their  opponents,  iu  a 
lordly  contempt  of  their  gracious  attainments,  and  iu 
repeated  insinuations  that  they  pay  no  regard  to  com- 
mon honesty  ? 

When  a  combatant  is  loo  warm,  he  frequently  gives 
an  unexpected  advantage  to  his  antagonist.  You  are 
an  Instance  of  it,  Sir;  your  eagerness  to  reflect  upon 
Mr.  W.  and  me,  has  engaged  you  to  present  the  world 
with  a  clause,  which,  though  it  was  useless  to  the 
question  debated  by  I).  Williams,  is  of  singular  use  ta 
me  in  the  present  controversy,  and  iu  a  vtuwust 
'  j   the   passage  left    out    Vj 


I).  Williams,  Doctor  Owen  speaks  of  the  justiticatiou 
of  a  sinner,  mid  says,  as  I  have  observed,  that  he  is 
"  justified  bytLe  ric<litponsiicss  of  Christ  alone  imputed 
to  him  ;  And  this  justification  he  evideutlj  opposes  to 
that  of  a  believer,  which"  says  he,  "  is  and  runst  be 
by  hij  own  personal  obedience."  So  that  the  world 
(thanks  be  to  your  controversial  heat!)*  sees  now, 
that  even  your  champion,  in  one  of  those  happy 
moments,  when  the  great  Diana  did  nnt  stand  in  his 
fight,  saw,  and  held  forth  the  important  distinction 
between  St.  Paul  and  St.  James's  justification,  that  is, 
between  the  justification  of  a  sinner  by  Christ's  proper 
merits,  according  to  the  fir.sl  go- pel -axiom  ;  and  the 
justification  of  a  saint  by  hi.,  own  personal  obedience  of 
faith,  or  liy  Clni-t's  denied  merit.--,  according  to  the 
second  gospel -axiom. 

Nor  Is  this  a  new  distinction,  you  would  say,  a 
"novel  chimera,"  among  Protestants:  For,  looking  lately 
in  a  treatise  upon  good  works,  written  by  La  Placeite, 
that  fatuous  Protoiaiit  fliainjiiiiii  ruid  eonk'-sor  abroad, 
who,  after  lie  had  left  his  native  country  for  righteous- 
ncss'sake,  uas  .Minister  olrhc  Kivncii  t'luiii'h  at  Copen- 
hagen, p.  272,  Amst.  edit. )  ?0I),  I  fell  upon  this  passage  : 
"  Lea  Protestants  de  Itur  cote  riistinguent  tine  double 
justification,  celle  du  pechcur,  el  celle  du  juste,"  Ifc. 
That  is,  "  Protestants  on  their  part  distiuguish  a  two- 
fold justification,  that  of  the  siuuer  and  that  of  the 
righteous,"  &c.  'I'licn  spcalimi;  of  tin  hitler,  he  adds, 
"The  justification  of  the  righteous,  considered  as  an 
act  of  God,  implies  three  things:  (1.)  That  God  ac- 
knowledges for  righteous,  him  that  is  actually  so  ;  (2.) 
That  he  declares  him  such:  And  (3.)  that  he  treats 
him  as  such."  How  diil'i.Ti-m  is  thi.-  threefold  act  of 
God  from  that  "hich  constitutes  a  sinner's  justification  ? 
For  this  justification, bcitif;  also  considered  as  the  act  of 
God,  implies:  (1.)  That  he  pardons  the  sinner  :  (2.) 
That  he  admits  biin  lo  bis  faiour:  And  i'.i.)  That,  under 
the  Christian  dispensation,  he  witnesses   this  double 


mercy  to  the  believing  sinner's  heart,  by  giving  him  a 
sense  of  '  the  peace  which  passes  all  underotandiug,' 
and  a  taste  of  the  ■  glory  which  shall  be  revealed.' 
HowcTer,  as  if  all  this  was  h  mere  "  chimera,"  yon 

P.  IT.  "  Having  fully  vindicated  Dr.  Owen  from  the 
charge  yon  have  brought  against  hirn  of  holding  two 
justifications,"  4c— Nay,  Sir,  you  have  nut  vindicated 
him  at  all  in  this  respect :  All  that  you  have  proved,  la, 
that  he  was  no  stranger  to  your  U)t?1c,  and  that  his  love 
for  the  great  Diana  of  the  Calviuists,  made  him  incon- 
sistently deity  at  one  time,  what  at  another  time  his 
hatred  of  sin  forced  him  to  confess.  Nor  is  this  a  new 
thing  in  mystic  Geneva  :  You  know.  Sir,  a  pious  gen- 
tleman, |who,  after  militating  in  a  book  called  the  lle- 
riew,  against  the  declarative  justification  by  worts, 
which  1  contend  for,  drops  these  words,  which  deserve 
to  be  graven  in  brass,  as  an  eternal  monument  of  Cal- 
liuistie  contradiction.  "  Neither  Mr.  Shirley,  nor  I, 
nor  any  CalviniM,  that  1  ever  heard  of,  denies  that  a 
sinner  [should  you  not  have  said,  a  believer  ?]  is  dc- 
clamtively  justified  by  works,  both  here  and  at  the  day 
of  judgment."  {Review,  p.  149.)  Now,  if  no  Caivioist 
you  ever  heard  of,  denies,  in  his  luminous  intervals, 
the  very  justification  which  I  contend  for  in  the  Checka, 
do  you  not  give  a  Finishing  Strvlte  to  Calvinistic  con- 
sistency, wben  you  say,  [p.  18,}  "  I  am  determined  to 
prove  my  former  assertion  against  you,  riz.  that  yon 
cannot  find  one  Protestant  divine  among  the  Puritans, 
Etc,  till  the  reign  of  Charles  II.,  who  held  your  doc- 
trines !"  You  mean  those  of  a  sinner's  justification  by 
faith,  and  of  a  Flint's  justification  by  m.iksi,  according 
to  Gal.  it.  16,  and  Matt.  ili.  37.  Is  it  not  granted  on 
all  sides,  that  they  all  held  the  former  justification  ? 
And  do  you  not  tell  the  world,  No  CalviniM  that  you 
ever  heard  of,  denied  the  latter?  Hnwever,  while  you 
thus  candidly  confess,  that  all  Protestant  divines  held 
those  capital  doctrines  of  the  Checks,  1  should  not 
do  you  justice,  if  I  did  not  acknowledge,  ftiM  tew, 
'it  any  of  them,   held   thetu  uniformly    and   causvi* 


jf  nil: 


tently  in   England,  till  Baxter  began  to   make  a 
stand  against  "  Antinoinian  dotages." 

Sect.  IX.  P.  20.  You  produce  these  words  of  m 
taVeu  from  the  Fourth  Check,  "  Your  imputation  stan 
upon  a  preposterous  supposition,  that  Christ  I 
Righteous  uas  au  execrable  sinner."  To  this  yon  i 
ply  with  the  warmth  of  a  gentleman,  who  has  learn 
politeness  in  mystic  Genera  t  "  \  tell  you.  Rev.  8 
with  the  bluntness  and  honesty  of  an  Englishman,  Ui 
this  is  execrable  Swiss  slander." —  Now,  Sir,  tl 
what  yon  call  "  execrable  Swiss  slauder,"  is  ilcrii 
English  truth,  I  prove  by  these  quotations  from  yo 
favourite  divine,  Dr.  Crisp,  who,  as  quoted  by 
Williams,  says  i  (P.  328 :]  "  God  makes  Christ  as.  ver 
sinner  as  the  creature  himself  was."— Again,  (p.  271 
"  Nor  are  wc  so  completely  sinful,  bnt  Christ,  bei 
made  sin,  was  as  completely  sinful  as  we." — And  il 
well  known,  that  Luther,  in  one  of  his.  imgoard 
moments,  called  Christ  she  uri'iitest,  and  consequent 
the  most  execrable  sinner  In  the  world.  Now,  Sir, 
"  Christ  was  as  completely  sinful  as  wc,"  (to  use  t 
words  of  your  oracle,)  does  it  not  follow,  that  he  w 
a  sinner  as  completely  execrable  as  we  are  ?  And  tk 
you  deviate  a  liitle  iVum  hmihrrly  kindness,  when  y< 
call  Dr.  Crisp'.-  Calvmistic  mistake,  au  execrable  sla: 
der  of  mine  ? 

Seel.  X.  P.  21,  22.  You  fiud  fault  with  my  sayin 
"  Is  (his  (Christ's  praying  for  Peter)  a  proof  that  1 
never  prayed  for  Judas  ?"  And  you  declare,  that  th 
"  assertion"  (you  -lumhl  hare  said  -/uerg)  "  does  litl 
honour  to  the  advocacy  of  Christ."  Permease,  Sir, 
explain  myself.  Though  I  believe,  with  Bishop  Latime 
that  Christ  shed  as  much  blood  far  Judas  as  for  Pete 
I  never  said  nor  believed,  as  you  insinuate,  "  Th 
Christ  took  more  pains  for  the  salvation  of  Judas  ths 
for  that  of  Peter."  You  cannot  justly  infer  it  from  n 
mentioning  a  matter  of  fact  recorded  in  scripture,  vi 
that  once  our  Lord  spoke  to  Judas,  when  he  on 
Jooked  at  Peter ;  for  he  had  explicitly  warned  Peter  bi 
fore.    Therefore,  in  either  case,  Cfcturt  atEwtaWmv: 


void  (nut  of  a  peculiar  regard  for  Peter's  peculiar  sin- 
cerity but)  of  Calvinistic  partiality.  Again.  I  bib  per- 
suaded, that  during  the  day  of  Jndas's  v  is  Station,  Christ 
prayed  for  him,  and  sincerely  too ;  for  if  Christ  had 
Borne  him  a  grudge,  ■'in!,  in  ruLineiiueun:  of  it,  had  al- 
ways made  men tal reserves,  and  excepted  him,  when  he 
prayed  for  his  apostles  ;  would  he  not  have  broken  the 
second  table  of  the  law  ?  And  might  he  not  be  pro- 
posed as  a  pattern  of  inveterate  inuiire,  rather  than  of 
perfect  charity  ? 

Yon  reply,  p.  22,  "  If  this  were  the  case,  [i.e.,  if  our 
Lord  prayed  for  Judas,]  those  words  of  his,  '  1  know 
thott  nearest  lue  always,'  must  be  untrue  ;  for  when  he 
prayed  for  Judas,  bis  prayer  was  rejected."  Hut  is  your 
inference  just?  Christ  always  prayed  with  divine  wis- 
dom, and  according  to  his  Father's  will.  Therefore  he 
prayed  consistently  with  tin'  eternal  decree,  that  moral 
agents  shall  be  invited,  druwn,  mid  gently  moved,  but 
not  forced,  to  obey  the  gospel.  Now,  if  our  Lord  prayed 
conditionally  for  Judas,  (as  be  certainly  did  for  all  his 
murderers,  since  they  were  not  all  forgiven)  he  might 
say,  *  1  know  thou  hearest  me  always  ;'  and  yet  Judas 
might,  by  bis  perverseucss,  as  a  free-agent,  '  reject 
against  himself  the  urinous  counsel  of  Cod,  (ill  he 
was  absolutely  given  up.  Thus  our  scheme  of  doctrine, 
instead  of  dishonouring  Christ's  advocacy,  represents 
it  in  a  rational  and  scriptural  light-  while  your's,  I  fear, 
wounds  his  character  in  the  tcuderest  part,  and  Uses 
upon  him  the  blot  of  cunning  uneharitableuess,  and 
profound  dissimulation. 

Sect  XI.  P.  35.  You  say,  "  Time  would  fail  me  to 
pretend  to  enu  literate  the  many  gross  nils  representa- 
tions," &c.  However,  as  you  have  actually  represented 
me  as  saying,  that  the  more  a  believer  sins  upon  earth, 
the  merrier  he  will  he  in  heaven,  1  beg  you  will  point 
ont  to  me  where,  in  the  plain,  easy  sense  of  my  words, 
I  have  spoken  any  such  tiling  ;  or  whete  1  have  ever 
need  so  ludicrous  an  expression  as  mirth,  &r_.  wYicw 
speafcin/  of  those  'planum  which  are  tit  GoiVs  t\£a 
hand  for  evermore. ' 
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T  conclude  tny  Antinomian  creed  thus,  (Fourth 
Check,  p.  55,]  "  Adulter?,  incest,  and  murder,  shall, 
apon  Hie  whole,  make  me  holier  upon  earth  and 
merrier  in  heaven."—  Two  lines  below,  I  observe  that 
"  1  am  indebted  to  you  for  all  the  doctrine*,  and  mont 
of  the  expressions  of  this  creed."— You  have  therefore 
no  right  to  say,  "  Where  have  I  used  the  expression 
merry?  Fori  never  said  you  have  used  it,  though 
onr  Lord  has.  (Luke  xv.  33.)  But  as  you  have  a 
right  to  say,  Where  is  the  doctrine  ?  1  reply,  In 
your  Fourth  Letter,  Sir,  where  you  tell  us,  that  "  a 
grievous  fall  will  make  believers  sing  louder  in  heaven 
to  all  eternity."  Now  us  louder  son  gs  area  certain 
indication  of  greater  joy,  where  nothing  is  done  in 
hypocrisy,  1  desire  even  Calviuists  to  say,  if  I  have 
wrested  "the  plaiu,  easy,  sense  of  your  words,"  in 
ohiervinK  that,  according  to  your  scheme,  apostates 
shall  be  merrier,  or,  if  you  please,  more  joyfnl  in 
heaven  for  their  grievous  falls  on  earth. 

P.  27.  "  Now,  Sir,  give  me  leave  to  pluck  a  feather 
OOt  of  your  high  soaring  wings,  &c.  by  asking  yon 
■imply,  whence  have  you  taken  it?  [this  quotation  so 
called.]  Did  I  ever  assert  any  thinit  like  this  ?,  &c. 
Prove  your  point,  and  then  I  will  confess  that  you  are 
no  calumniator  of  God's  people."    I  answer, 

1.  1  did  not  produce  as  a  quotation  the  words 
which  you  allude  to :  1  put  them  in  commas,  as 
expressive  of  the  sentiments  of  "  many  good  men  :" 
How  then  could  you  think,  that  you  aloue  are  many 
goud  men? — (2.)  But  you  say  that  you,  lor  one, 
understand  the  words  of  St.  John,  '  He  that  does 
righteousness  is  righteous,'  of  pergonal  holiness!  Now, 
Sir,  to  prove  me  a  "  calumniator,"  you  have  oulj  to 
prove  that  David  did  dghtEOaanefl  when  he  defiled 
Uriah's  wife  ;  for  yon  teach  us  directly,  or  indirectly, 
that  when  he  committal  that  crime  he  was  '  uudefiled," 
and  continued  to  be  '  a  man  after  God's  own  heart," 
i.  e,,  a  righteous   man,  for    '  the   Lord    altoweth    ihi 
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righteous,  but  the  ungodly  does  hia  soul  abhor." — 
(3.)  However,  if  I  have  mistaken  out  of  the  scripture*, 
oti  which  you  found  yourdoetrine,  I  have  not  mistaken 
the  doctrine  itself.  What  are  the  words  for  which  you 
call  me  a  "  calumniator,"  and  charge  me  with  "  horrid 
perversion,  falsehood,  and  base  disiiiLrcnuity  ?"  Why, 
I  have  represented  "  many  good  men"  as  saying,  (by 
the  general  tenour  of  one  of  their  doctrines  of  grace, 
the  absolute  perseverance  of  fallen,  adulterous,  idola- 
trous, incestuous  believers,)  "Let  not  Mr.  W.  de- 
ceive yon  ;  He  that  actually  liveth  with  another  man's 
wife,  worships  abominable  idols,  and  commits  incest 
with  his  father's  wife,  may  not  only  be  righteous, 
but  complete  iu  imputed  righteousness,"  &c.  This  i* 
the  doctrine  I  charge  upon  many  good  men  :  And  If 
you,  for  one,  say,  '*  Did  I  ever  assert  any  tiling  like 
this  ?"  I  reply,  Yes,  Sir,  in  your  Fourth  Letter, 
which  is  a  professed  attempt  to  prove,  that  believers 
may,  like  adulterous  David,  idi-ilnti-mi"  Solomon,  and 
the  incestuous  Corinthian,  go  any  length  in  hii)  without 
ceasing  to  stand  complete  in,  what  l  beg  leave  to  call, 
Calvinistic  righteousness.  Thus,  instead  of  "  pluck- 
ing a  feather  out  of  my  wings,"  yon  wing  the  arrow 
which  I  let  fly  at  your  great  Diana. 

Sect.  XII.  For  brevity's  sake,  I  shall  reduce  my 
answer  to  the  rest  of  your  capital  charges  into  plain 
queries,  not  doubting  hut  my  judicious  readers 
will  see  their  11  u ft-a-H mnl ilt- "(■.-..■( ,  witlumt  the  help  of 
arguments. 

8.  Is  it  right  in  Mr.  Hill  to  call,  (p.  34,  35,)  my 
Extract  from  Flavel,  "a  citation,"  and  "a  quota- 
tion ;"  and  then  to  charge  me  with  "  disiugenuity, 
gross  perversion,  expunging,"  &c,  because  1  have 
DOteWflled  my  extract  by  tian-criliiiii,'  all  !■' I avel's book, 
or  because  I  have  taken  only  what  suits  the  present 
times,  and  what  i*  lilMi'ethr.T  (.■(insistent  ?  F.specially, 
when  I  have  observed,  Fourth  Check,  p.  10,  "That, 
when  Flavel  encounter's  Aritiiioiiiian  errors  as.  a  dis- 
ciple of  Call-in,  hh  hands  hang  down,  Amulet  prevafts, 
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and  a  shrewd  logician  could,  without  any  magical 
power,  force  him  to  confess,  that  most  of  the  errors, 
which  he  so  justly  opposes,  are  the  natural  conse- 
quences of  Calvinism  !" 

2.  la  it  right  in  Mr.  Hill  to  charge  mc,  (p.67,)  with 
"  base  forgeries;"  and  to  represent  me,  (p.  56,)  as 
"  descending  to  the  poor,  illiberal  arts  of  forgery,  and 
defamation,"  because  1  have  presented  the  public  with 
a  parable  in  the  dress  of  a  royal  proclamation,  which 
I  produce  as  a  mere  "  illustration,"— because  1  charge 
bim  with  indirectly  propagating  tenets  whirl)  as  neces- 
sarily flow  from  his  doctrines  of  grace,  as  light  does 
from  the  suu, — and  because  1  have  distinguished,  by 
commas,  a  creed  framed  with  his  avtim-i!  principles? 
Although  1  have  added  these  words,  to  shew  that  I 
took  the  composition  of  it  upon  myself  i  "  You  speak 
indeed  in  the  third  person,  and  I  in  the  first,  but  this 
altera  not  the  doctrine.— Some  clauses  and  sentences 
I  have  added,  not  to  misrepresent  and  blacken,  (for 
what  need  is  there  of  blackening  the  aable  mantle  of 
midnight  ?j   but  to  introduce,  connect,  and  illustrate 

3.  Angry  as  the  Pharisees  were  at  our  Lord,  when 
he  exposed  their  errors  by  parables,  did  they  erer 
charge  him  with  base  forgery,  Ln-ai^e  his  "  illustra- 
tions" were  not  true  stories  >  Is  it  not  strange  that 
this  admirable  way  of  defending  "  the  truth,"  should 
have  been  found  out  by  the  grand  defender  of  "  the 
doctrines  of  grace?"- — Again,  if  marking  with  commas 
a  paragraph  of  our  comprising,  L'  'listiuLruish  it  from 
our  own  real  sti.timents,  is  a  crime  (  is  not  Mr.  Hillas 
criminal  as  myself  f  Does  he  not,  (p.  31,}  present  the 
public  with  a  card  of  his  own  composing,  in  which  he 
holds  forth  tire  supposed  sentiments  of  many  clergymen, 
and  which  he  distinguishes  with  commas  thus :  "  'He 
Feather's  Tavern  fraternity  present  eonipli incuts  to 
Messrs.  J.  Wesley  and  Fletcher."  &c— Shall  what 
passes  for  wit  in  the  author  of  Pieias  Oxonieans,  be 

gross  disingeuuity,  and  base  forgery,  in  the  author  of 
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the  Vindication  ?— O  ye  candid  Calvinists,  partial  aa 
your  system  is, can  you  pnosibly  approve  of  such  glaring 
partiality  ' 

4.  li  it  right  En  Mr.  Hill  to  take  bis  leave  of  me  in 
this  abrupt  manner,  (p.3y,  40.)  "  'Hie  unfair  quo- 
tations you  have  made,  and  the  chocking  misrepre- 
sentations ami  eah  iimies  you  have  been  guilty  of,  will 
for  the  future  prevent  me  fiom  looking  into  any  of 
your  book*,  if  you  should  write  a  thousand  volumes  :*' 
And  this  especially  under  pretence,  that  1  have 
*'  shamefully  pen-tried  and  misrepresented  the  doc- 
trines of  Anthony  Burgess,"  when  1  have  simply  pro- 
duced a  quotation  from  him,  in  which  there  is  not  a 
shadow  of  misrepresentation,  as  the  reader  will  see  by 
comparing  Fourth  Check,  (vol,  i.  p.  569,)  with  the  last 
paragraph  of  the  Xllth  Sermon  of  Mr.  llurgcss  on 
Grace  and  Assurance  f 

Sect.  XIII.  This  perpetual  noise  about  "  grow  mis- 
representations, shameful  perversions,  interpolations, 
base  forgeries,"  &c,  becomes  Mr.  Hill  aa  little  as  any 
man  ;  hi>  own  iuareuraey  in  quotation  equalling  that 
of  the  most  inattentive  writer  I  am  acquainted  with. 
Our  readers  have  seen,  on  what  a  slender  basis  he 
rest*  his  charge  of  "  base  forgeries  :"  I  beg  leave  to 
ahow  them  now,  on  what  solid  ground  I  rest  my 
charge  of  uncommon  inaccuracy ;  and  not  to  intride 
too  long  upon  their  patience,  I  shall  just  produce  a 
;s  ooly  out  of  his  Finishing  Stroke* 

Mr.  Wcaley  bbv,  la  two-edged-  When  he  defend?  (he  tint  gotpel 
axiom  against  the  I'liaiirj?**,  he  preaches  "  bakation,  nor.  by  the 
merit  of  works,  hut  by  believing  in  Christ  s?  And  wlitn  he  riefmiil 
the  aecond  gospel  axiom  again^E  [he  rtntlridiiiiBnK,  he  preaehea 
'■  Salvation,  not  by  the  merit  of  uorks,  but  by  WOTki  u  ■ 
condition."  No  s.^lilt  .lii!  the  c.iliiiji-l<  mil  his  !,isr  urouuiition  at 
Fnlt  leiiglti  hi  the  Minule&,  ihan  they  [iv>H  Hit  alarm,  fondly 
imagining    that    Mr.   Wesley   warned   to  overthrow   the   t'roteftoot 

1  appealed  to  Mr,  Hater's  »wk>  in  general,  anu  to  uu  Wlawtta  "ui 


FIIT*   CHECK 

1.  That  performance  dues  not  do  my  sermon  justice, 
for,  p.  51,  Mr.  Hill  quotes  me  to  ■.  "They [good  works] 
are  declarative  of  our  fret  juitificatiou  ;"  whereas  my 

particular,  two  sentences  of  which  eirimuf  she*,  iliat  he  hail  not 
way  foi  the  Anti-Christum  merit  of  worfci.    Accordingly  1  laid  thoie 


testify,  lhat  il  jierfi-ftly  Jfi™  iv 


le  (Inadvertently,  I  hope)  Ihrra 
Tie;  and  by  lhat  means  adds  lc 
had  particularly  excluded.      V 


■  quotation!,  for  they 
■  Imj.i.-.  and  mytlada  of  hearers  an 


d  have  followed  him  In  these  ungaieioua  nrtiUcca/ 


newer,  that  If  fuch  unconnected  quotaLiens  <uf  »l;khl 
e  here  the  auhstanoc)  were  properly  disriuijul.hiil  l.y 
:    if  they  were  sep&sgled  by  intervening   inndl;  and  if 


intervening  word.:  And  |3.|  Tlwrdo 


manuscript  run)  thus  :  "  They  are  the  declarative  cause 
of  our  free  justification,"  viz.  in  the  day  of  trial  aud  of 
judgment.  The  word  "cause"  here  is  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance to  tiiy  doctrine,  powerfully  guarding  the  Mi- 
nute? and  undefined  religion.  Whether  it  is  left  one, 
because  ii  shews  it  once  the  absurdity  of  pretending 
that,  my  old  sermon  "  is  the  best  confutation  of  Mr. 
Wesley's  Minutes;"  or  became  Mr.  Hill's  copieroinlt- 
ted  it  first,  is  best  known  to  Mr  Kill  himself. 
*  2.  I  Bay,  in  the  fourth  Check,  (p.  108,)  "  To  vindi- 
cate what  I  be«  leave  in  cull  Hud'a  honesty,  perniit  ine 
to  observe  first,  that  I  had  rather  believe,  Joseph  (old 
once  '  a  gross  untruth,'  than  to  suppose  that  God  per- 
petually equivocates."  For  undoubtedly  of  twoeiili  1 
would  chuose  the  least,  if  a  cogent  diiiimuia  "liliecd  me 
to  choose  cither,  lint  this  is  not  the  case  here  ;  the 
dilemma  is  not  forcible  ;  for  in  the  next  lines  1  show, 
that  J,oseph,  instead  of  "  idling  across  uutnith,"  only 
spake  the  language  of  brotherly  kindness.    However, 

1-lillV    suiipi'Sal   quntatioiLi  out  nf   die  in^itrs :    ami  thi'y  fbnn   a 
ahaincful  misrepresentation  of  llw  imb]  Cher's  meaniup.. 

"  speak  a  language    directly    opposite  to  the   Minnies  themselves." 


Minute),  agree  as  perfectly  will!  each  n 
of  St-  Paul,  ID  which  they  ainwer  !  • 
through    faith.'  —  Therefore,    ■  Work    ou 


over  ner  eyes!    but,  alas  t    for  a  very  different    reason. — Like   her 
abo  she  has  a  balance  in  her  Lefl  hand  ',  but  It  is  to  weigh  out  ana 

afford  in  lier  rijiht  lian.l  ;   liul,  ;U.ls1  \i  !•.  oilcu  t l ■  ^..nmd  urotlieily 
love,    ami    stab   evangelical    truth.    Bring    hot    into   the    field    of 

aontruversy,   and  she    will  at   once   cut   down    Quilt1      '.■;■ 

drcji.linl    I. ,■],„■..    s,i    h.r    ii»    '.In:    |u'!|;iiLh.[if-^^Li   I  >    |.i^    mtiIvik-? 

i'uiiii/;  and  .iilli.jul  demur  she   will  pronounce,  tlul  lue  Tiiimej  Mt 
dung,  and  Uiat  tie  JaHer  are  knaves. 


without  laying  any  regard  to  my  vindication  of  Joseph'* 
ipeech,  Mr  Hill  catches  at  the  conditional  words,  "  I 
had  rather  believe  ;"  Jnat  as  if  1  had  said,  I  do  actual- 
ly believe,  lie  turns  them  into  a  peremptory  declaration 
of  uiy  faith,  and  three  timer  ii-prcscntr:  me  as  asserting 
what  I  never  said  nor  believed  ;  Thin,  (p.  38,)  "  Yoor 
wonderful  assertion,  that  Joseph  told  his  brethren  a 
gross  untruth:"— Once  more,  (p.  39,)  "  The  repeated 
words  of  inspiration  you  venture  to  call  gross  nntruth." 
Solomon  say*,  L  Who  can  «t;iuil  before  envy.1'  And  Task, 
"  Who  ran  stand  before  Mr.  Hill's  inattention  !"  I  am 
lure,  neither  1,  nor  Mr.  Wesley.  At  this  rate  he  can 
undoubtedly  find  a  blasphemy  in  every  page,  and  a  far- 
rago in  every  book. 

3.  Take  another  instance  of  the  same  MM  of  exact- 
ness. 1  any,  in  the  Fourth  Check,  (vol.  i,  p.  563,)  "I  never 
thought  Air.  Whitelield  was  clear  in  the  doctrine  of  our 
Lord,  '  In  the  day  of  judgment  by  thy  words  shalt  thou 
be  justified ;'  for  if  he  had  seen  It  in  a  proper  light,  he 
would  instantly  have  renounced  Calvinism." — Tills 
passage  Mr.  Hill  quotes  thus,  in  Italics  and  roinma*, 
(p.  23,)  "  You  never  thought  him  clear  in  our  Lord~i 
doctrine,  for  if  he  had,  he  mould  have  renounced  hit 
Caleiniim."  The  inaccuracy  of  this  quotation  con- 
sists in  omitting  those  important  words  of  our  Lord, 
'  In  the  day  of  judgment,'  &c.  By  this  omission  that 
sense  of  the  piiiialini;  clause  in  indefinite,  and  I  am 
represented  as  saying,  that  Mr.  Whltcfield  was  not 
clear  in  any  doctrine  of  our  Lord,  no  not  in  that  of  the 
fall,  repentance,  raliaiiim  by  faith,  the  new  birth,  Ac. 
This  one  mistake  of  Mr.  Hill  Is  sufficient  ta  make  me 
pass  for  a  mere  toxcouib  in  all  the  Calvinistic  world. 

4L  It  is  by  the  like  in  attention  that  Mr.  Hill  preju- 
dices also  against  me  the  friends  of  Mr.  Wesley.  In 
the  Fourth  Check,  after  having  answered  an  objec- 
tion of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hill  against  Mr.  Wesley,  1  pro- 
duce that  objection  again  for  a  fuller  answer,  and  s»y, 
"  But  supposing,  that  Mr.  Wesley  had  not  properly  con- 
Midcred,  &c,  what  would  you  infer  from  thence  ?   *c. 
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Weigh  your  argument, &c, and  you  will  find  it  is  wanting:" 
Then  I  immediately  produce  Mr.  Hill's  objection  in  the 
form  of  an  argument,  thus:  "  Twenty-three,  or,  if  you 
please,  three  years  ago,  Mr.  Wesley  wanted  clearer 
light,"  Sic.  Now  what  1  evidently  produce  to  a  sup- 
position, and  as  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hill's  own  argument  un- 
folded in  order  to  answer  it,  my  opponent  fathers  npon 
uiethus,  "The  following  are  ynnrownwords,"  '  Three 
years  ago  Mr.  Weslry  iranlni  i.U-arer  iiglil ,'  fl*e. — True, 
they  arc  my  own  words;  but  to  do  me  justice,  Mr. 
Hill  should  have  produced  them  as  i  do,  namely,  as  a 
supposition,  and  as  the  drift  of  his  brother's  objection, 
in  order  to  shew  its  frivolousness.  This  is  partly  such  a 
mistake  as  if  Mr.  Hill  said,  "The following  are  David's 
own  words,  '  'I'ush!    I hire  Una  God.'" 

However,  he  is  determined  to  improve  his  own  over- 
sight, and  In.  Jiii's  i:  ti;  asking,  (p.  17,)  •'  What  tbeti 
is  become  of  thousands  of  Mr.  Wesley's  followers,  who 
died  before  this  clearer  light  came  i" — An  argument 
this,  by  which  tliu  rimi-i  iirnornni  I'ilpi.'!:-.  in  my  parish 
perpetually  defend  their  idolatrous  superstitions ; 
"  What  is  become  of  all  our  forefathers,"  s A) they,  "  be- 
fore Luther  and  Calvin  ?  Were  they  all  damned  1" — Is 
it  not  surprising,  that  Mr.  Hill,  nut  contented  to  pro- 
duce a  Popish  friar's  conversation,  should  have  thus 
recourse  to  the  argument  or'  tiviv  I'opi.sh  cobler,  who 
attacks  the  doctrine  of  the  Reformation  ?  O  Lagica  Oe. 
tunau'u  1  how  dost  thou  show  thyself  the  genuine  sister 
of  Lngiat  /lomana .' 

5.  1  return  to  the  mistakes,  by  which  Mr.  Hill  has 
snpported,  before  the  world,  his  charge  of  "  calumny." 
I  say,  io  the  Second  Cluck,  (vol.  i,  p.  380,}  "  How  few 
of  our  celebrated  pulpits  are  there,  where  more  has 
not  been  said  at  times  for  sin,  rhiinagaiiist.it?"  Mr. 
Hill,  (p.  7,)  says,  "  The  ministers,  who  preach  in  these 
(our  most  celebrated  pulpit-!  are  condemned  without 
exception,  as  such  pleaders  for  sin,  that  they  say  more 
for  if,  than  against  it."  Here  are  two  casual  miSWi'MS'. 
(1.)   The  question,  Hon' few?,  &c,  tviiWvrtXv  lewe* 


room  for  some  exception* ;  but  Mr.  Hill  represents 
me,  as  condemning  our  most  celebrated  pulpits  "  with- 
i>at  exception.*'— (2.)  This  is  not  all :  To  mitigate  the 
question,  1  add,  "  at  times,"  words  by  which  1  give  my 
readers  to  understand,  that  sin  is  in  general  attacked  iu 
Our  celebrated  pulpit*,  mid  tliiit  it  is  only  at  times,  that 
is,  on  some  particular  occasion,  or  in  some  part  Of  a 
sermon,  thai  die  iuitii^rtrs  alluded  to  say  more  for  sin 
than  against  it.  Now,  Mr.  Hill  leaves  out  of  his  quo- 
tation the  words,  at  times,  and  by  that  means  effectual- 
ly represents  me  as  "  a  citlnrnriia'oi-  of  Ond'a  people  :" 
For  what  is  true  with  the  limitation  that  I  use,  becomes 
■  falsehood  when  it  is  produced  without.  This  omis- 
liiHi  of  Mr.  Hill  is  the  more  singular ,  as  my  putting  the 
words,  at  limes,  in  Italics,  indicates  that  I  waut  my 
readers  to  lay  a  peculiar  stress  upon  it  on  acconnt  of 
its  importance.  One  more  instance  of  Mr.  Hill's  inac- 
curacy, and  I  have  done. 

6. — P.  7,  8.  He  presents  his  readers  with  \\  long 
paragraph,  produced  as  a  quotation  from  the  Second 
Check.  It  is  made  up  of  some  detached  semen 
picked  here  and  there  front  that  piece,  and  put  together 
with  as  much  wisdum  as  the  pinches  which  make  up  a 
a  fool's  coat.  And  anions  these  sentences  he  has  in- 
troduced this,  which  is  not  mine  in  sense,  any  more 
than  in  expression,  "  They  [celebrated  ministers] 
handle  no  teits  of  scripture  without  distorting  them," 
for  1  insinuate  just  the  contrary,  in  the  Second  Check. 

7.  But  the  greatest  fault  I  find  with  that  paragraph  of 
Mr.  Hill's  book,  is  the  conclusion,  which  runs  thus, — 
"They  [celebrated  ministers]  do  the  devil's  work, 
till  they  and  their  congregations  all  go  to  hell  toge- 
ther. Second  Check,  (p.  97,  103.)"— Now  iu  neither 
of  the  pages  quoted  by  Mr.  Hill,  nor  indeed  any  where 
else,  did  I  ever  say  so  wild  and  wicked  a  thing. 
Nothing  could  engage  my  pious  opponent  to  father 
such  a  horrid  assertion  upon  me,  but  the  great  and 
levere  Diana,  that  engages  him  to  father  absolute  re- 
probatiou  iifon  God. 
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It  is  true,  howerer,  that,  alluding  to  the  words  of 
our  Lord,  (Matt.  xxr,)  1  say,  in  the  Second  Chnek, 
(vol.  i.  p.  413,]  "  If  [thrse  shi.ll  go  into  <-Teri»sttag 
punishment,"  &c.  But  who  art  ttatti -*tf  «*t«W 
minittei-i,  ail/1  all  their  conjregMoatl xJ3*vyi  Mr. 
Hill  i  but,  happily  for  me,  my  heart  :.Mart*  treat  (be 
thought  with  the  greatest  detest^Bvniid,«arBaah** 
testified,  that  these  condemned  unflehea  a«e  U  geaaMl 
"  obstinate  workers  of  iuiiiuity,''  and-  in  nartianlar, 
"  unrenewed  an  li  -  Calvin  is  m,  and  imueadteat-  NirnUi- 
tans."  Page  4DB,  vol.  i,  (the  rery  aafo  whiea  Mr. 
Hill  ij  110 ten, j  1  describe  ike  unrenewed  a»r*.C«Wn«nai 
thus,  "  Stubborn  sons  of  .■■.'■■!,■  saying.  ■  fcord,  Ow 
Father  Ji  merciful  ;  and  if  thou  ildnt  die  tofrsJl,  -»hy 
uot  for  us? — Obstinate  Pharisees,  who  pknad  thagaod 
they  did  in  their  own  name  hi  laperteAt  the  7*«- 
decmcr's  merits."— Impenitent  Slccdaitai*,  or  AMi- 
flft1(il«it,;Ide*«M»fttho»,  .[p.*13,  413,  424,)  "Ob  ■ 
agnate  vjtdators  of  God's  Jaw— who  scorned  personal 
hajiue^s — rejected  Christ's  word  of  command — have 
gone  on  still  in  their  wickedness — have  continued  in 
doing  evil- have,  been  unfaithful  unto  death — And  have 
defiled  their  garments  to  Use  Inst." — la  it  possible  that 
Mr.  "Hill  should  take  this  for  a  description  of  all  ce- 
lebrated, ministers,  and  of  all  their,  congregations  ; 
and 'that,  upon  so  glaring  a  mistake,  he  should  repre- 
sent toe  as  making  them  "  all  go  to  hell  together?" 

_  Sect.  XIV.  0  ye  pious  Cnlviuuu,  whether  ye  fill 
our  celebrated  pulpits,  or  attend  upon  them  that  do, 
fa*  from  sending."  you  all  to  hell  together,"  as  you 
are  told  1  do,  1  exult  in  the  hope  of  meeting  von 
all  together  in  heaven  :  I  lie  not:  I  speak  the  truth 
in  him  that  shall  justify  us  toy  our  words; even  now 
1  enjoy  a  foretaste  of  heaven  in  lying  at  your  feet  in 
spirit ;  and  my  conscience  bears  me  witness,  that 
though  I  try  to  detect  and  oppose  your  mistakes,  I 
sincerely  Lore  and  honour  your  persona.  My  res.M4 
for  you,  as  zealous  defenders  of  the  first  goapel-kxVira, 
is  unalterable.  Though  your  mistaken  zeal  sfoovili 
prompt  yon  to  think  or  say  all  manner  of  evil   against. 

Vet  n.  K 


lue,  because  1  help  Mr.  Wesley  To  defend  the  second  ; 
I  aiu  determined  to  offer  you  still  the  right  haud  of 
fclliiH-liip.  And  if  any  of  yon  should  honour  me  so 
far  its  to  accept  it,  [  shall  think  myself  peculiarly 
bappy  ;  for,  nest  to  Jesus  and  Truth,  the  esteem  an " 
love  of  good  men  is  what  I  consider  as  the  mo 
invaluable  blessing.  A  desire  to  recover  the  intere 
I  once  had  in  the  brotherly  kindness  of  some  of  yoi 
has  in  [1:11c  cniwd  mi-  to  dear  myself  from  the  nib: 
taken  charges  of  enhirany  ami  forgery,  by  which  tny 
hasty  ij[>]j(! in-ill  h;i<  pi  iimlLvil  ym  against  111  e  and  my 
Checks.  If  you  find  lliar  [,..■  ha.,  tlelcedcil  your  cause 
with  carnal  weapons,  hope  with  nic,  that  precipitation, 
and  too  warm  a  /tul  for  your  doctrines,  have  misled 
him,  and  not  malice  ur  disingenirity. 

Hope  it  also,  je  anti-t'alviiiisis,  I'lmskltring  that  if 
St.  James  and  St.  John,  through  mere  bigotry  and 
impatience  of  opposition,  were  once  ready  to  command 
lire  from  heaven  in  come  down  upon  the  Samaritans, 
it  is  no  wonder  that  Mr.  Hill,  in  an  unguarded  moment, 
should  have  commanded  the  lire  of  his  Calvinistic  zeal 
to  kindle  against  .Mr.  Wesley  and  me.  As  you  do  not 
unchristian  uow  the  two  rash  apostles  for  a  slu,  of 
which  they  immediately  repented  ;  let  me  beseech  yon 
to  (.'(infirm  your  love  towards  Mr.  Hill,  who  has  pro- 
hably  repented  already  of  the  mistakes,  iuto  which  his 
peculiar  sentiment  have  betrayed  his  good  nature  and 
guod  breediug. 

Sect.  XV.  I  return  to  yon,  honoured  Sir,  aud  beg 
you  would  forgive  me  the  liberty  1  hare  taken,  to  lay 
before  the  public  what  1  should  have  been  glad  to 
have  buried  in  eternal  oblivion  :  But  your  Finishing 
Stroke  has  been  so  heavy  aud  desperate,  as  to  make 
this  addition  to  Logica  Uwi-msLi  necessary  to  clear 
up  uiy  doctrinr,  to  vindicate  my  honesty,  to  point  out 
the  mistaken  Author  of  the  Farrago,  and  give  the 
world  a  new  specimen  of  the  arguments,  by  which 
•  oar  system  must  be  defended,  when  reason,  conscience, 
ijii'l  script  11  re,  ft  he  three  most  {oroifctahle  batteries  In 
the  world,)   best"  to  play  upouiw  vamyiiU. 
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You  "  earnestly  entreat"  me,  in  your  Postscript,  to 
publish  a  manuscript  sermon  on  Rom.  xi  5,  6,  that 
1  preached  about  eleven  years  ago  in  my  church,  in 
defence  of  the  first  gospel-axiom.  You  are  pleased  to 
call  it  three  times  "  excellent,"  and  yon  present  the 
public  with  an  extract  from  it,  made  mp  of  some  un- 
guarded passages ;  detached  from  those  that  in  a 
great  degree  guard  them,  explain  my  meaning,  confirm 
the  doctrine  of  the  Checks,  and  sap  the  foundation  of 
your  mistakes.  As  I  am  not  leu  willing  to  defend 
Free  Grace,  than  to  plead  for  faithful  obedience;  I 
shall  gladly  grant  your  request,  so  mr  at  least  as  to 
send  my  old  sermon  Into  the  world  with  additions  in 
brackets,  just  as  I  preached  it  again  last  spring; 
assuring  yon  that  the  greatest  addition  is  in  favour  of 
Fit*  Grace.  By  thus  complying  with  your  "  earnest 
entreaty,"  I  shall  slew  my  respect,  meet  you  half  way, 
gratify  the  cariosity  of  our  readers,  and  yet  give  them 
a  specimen  of  what  appears  to  me  a  free  guarded 
gospel. 

That  Discourse  will  be  the  principle  piece  of  An 
Equal  Check  to  Pharisaism  and  Antinomianism,  which 
I  have  prepared  for  the  press.  Upon  the  plan  of  the 
doctrines  it  contains,  I  do  not  despair  to  see  moderate 
Calvinists,  and  unprejudiced  Anti-Calvinists,  acknow- 
ledge their  mutual  orthodoxy,  and  embrace  one  another 
with  mutual  forbearance.  May  you  and  I,  dear  Sir, 
set  them  the  example !  In  the  mean  time,  may  the 
brotherly  lore,-  with  which  we  forgive  each  other  the 
real  or  apparent  unkindness  'of  our  publications,  con- 
tinue and  increase  !  May  the  charity  that  is  *  not  easily 
provoked,'  and  *  hopeth  all  things,'  uniformly  influ  • 
ence  our  hearts !  So .  shall  the  words  that  drop  from 
onr  lips,  or  distil  from  our  pens,  evidence  that  we  are, 
or  desire  to  be,  the  close  followers  of  the  meek,  gentle, 
and  yet  impartial,  plain  spoken  Lamb  of  God.  For 
his  sake,  to  whom  we  are  both  so  greatly  indebted, 
restore  me  to  your  former  benevolence,  autDae^T- 
xaaded,  that,  notwithstanding  the  seventy  of  ^owc 
frm/Am?  StroAe,  and  the  plainness  of  my  answer ,  \ 
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really  think  it  au  honour,  and  feel  it  a  pleasure,  to 
subscribe  myself, 

Honoured  and  dear  Sir, 

Your  affectionate  and  obedient  Servant, 
In  the  Gospel  of  our  common  Lord, 

J.  FLETCHER. 
Madelet,  Sept,  13th,  1773. 


APPENDIX. 

Upon  the  remaining  Difference  between  the  Calvinists 
and  the  Anti- Calvinists,  with  respect  to  our  Lord's 
Doctrine  of  Justification  by  Words,  and  St.  James's 
Dootrine  of  Justification  by  Works. 

To  force  my  dear  opponents  out  of  the  last  en- 
trenchmeut  in  which  they  defend  their  mistakes,  and 
from  behind  which  they  attack  the  Justification  by 
words  an$  works  peculiarly  iusisted  ouby  our  Lord  and 
St.  James ;  I  only  need  to  shew  how  far  we  agree 
with  respect  to  that  justification  ;  to  state  the  difference 
that  remains  between  us ;  and  to  prove  the  unrea- 
sonableness of  considering  us  as  Papists,  because  we 
oppose  an  unscriptural,  and  irrationaldistinction,  that 
leaves  Mr.  Fulsome  in  full  possession  of  all  his  Anti- 
nomian  dotages. 

On  both  sides  we  agree  to  maintain,  in  opposition 
to  Socinians  and  Deists,  that  the  grand,  the  primary, 
and  properly  meritorious   cause  of  out  y\*\\fatt\on, 
from  first  to  Jast,  both    in    the    Aa^   o*  cowi*y*\wx 
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and  in  the  day  of  judgment,  13  only  the  precious  atone- 
ment, and  the  infinite  merits,  of  our  Lord  Je3us  Christ. 
—We  all  agree  likewise,  that  in  the  day  of  conversion, 
faith  is  the  instrumental  cause  of  our  justification  be- 
fore God. — Nay,  if  I  mistake  not,  we  come  one  step 
nearer  each  other,  for  we  equally  hold,  that,  after 
conversion,  the  works  of  faith  are  in  this  world,  and 
will  be  in  the  day  of  judgment,  the  evidencing  cause 
of  our  justification :  That  is,  the  works  of  faith  (un- 
der the  above-mentioned  primary  cause  of  our  sal- 
vation, and  in  subordination  to  the  faith  that  gives 
them  birth)  are  now,  and  will  be  in  the  great  day, 
the  evidence  that  shall  instrnmentally  cause  our  justi- 
fication as  believers.  Thus  Mr.  Hill  says,  (Review, 
p.  149,)  "  Neither  Mr.  Shirley  nor  I,  nor  any  Cal- 
vinist  that  I  ever  heard  of,  denies,  that  though  a  sin- 
ner be  jtf stifled  in  the  sight  of  God  by  Christ  alone, 
he  is  declaratively  justified  by  works,  both  here  and 
at  the  day  of  judgment."  And  the  Rev.  Mr.  Madau, 
in  his  Sermon  on  Justification  by  Works,  Sfc,  stated, 
explained,  and  reconciled  with  Justification  by  Faith, 
4rc,  says,  (p.  29,)  "  By  Christ  only  are  we  meritoriously 
justified,  and  "by  faith  only  are  we  instrnmentally 
justified  in  the  sight  of  God ;  but  by  works  and  not 
by  faith  only,  are  we  declaratively  justified  before 
men  and  angels."  From  these  two  quotations,  which 
could  easily  be  multiplied  to  twenty,  it  is  evident, 
that  pious  Calvinists  hold  the  doctrine  of  a  justifi- 
cation by  the  works  of  faith ;  or,  as  Mr,  Madan  ex  • 
presses  it,  after  St.  James,  "  by  works,  and  not  by 
faith  only." 

It  remains  now  to  shew  wherein  we  disagree.  At 
first  sight  the  difference  seems  trifling,  but  upon  close 
examination  it  appears,  that  the  whole  Antinomian 
gulf  still  remains  fixed  between  us.  Read  over  the 
preceding  quotations  ;  weigh  the  clauses  which  I  have 
put  in  Italics ;  compare  them  with  what  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Berridge  says  in  his  "  Christian  World  iinm&&e&  " 
(p.  26,)  of  "  an  absolute  impossibility  of  \>e\ng  yia&- 
6ed  in  any  manner  by  our  works/*  namely ,  \rclw* 
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God  i  and  you  will  see,  that  although  pious  CaMuists 
allow,  we  are  justified  hy  works  before  men  and 
angels,  yet  they  deny  our  being  ever  justified  by  works 
before  God,  in  whose  sight  they  suppose  we  are  for 
ever  "  justified  by  Christ  alone,'-  i.  e.,  only  hy  Chrisfi 
good  works  and  sufferings  absolutely  imputed  to  in, 
from  the  very  first  moment  iu  which  we  make  a  single 
act"  of  true  faith,  if  not  from  all  eternity.  Tlni-i 
works  are  still  entirely  exclndcd  from  baring  any 
hand  either  in  our  intermediate  or  final  ju-tihcniion 
before  God,  and  thus  they  arc  still  represented  as 
totally  needless  to  our  eternal  salvation.  Now,  in 
direr t  opposition  to  the  above-mentioned  distinction, 
WC  Anti-Calvirii.sts  believe,  that  adult  persons  cannot 
he  saved  without  heim;  justified  by  faith  a-  .tinners, 
according  to  the  light  of  their  dispensation  ;  and  by 
works  as  believers,  arcordiiiir  to  the  time  and  oppor- 
tunities they  hare  of  working  :— We  assert,  that  the. 
works  of  faith  are  not  less  necessary  to  mil-  justification 
before  God,  its  believers  ;  than  faith  itself  is  necessary 
to  our  justification  before  him,  as  sinners  :— And  we 
maintain,  that  when  faith  does  not  produce  good 
works  (much  more  when  it  produces  the  worst  works, 
such  as  adultery,  hypocrisy,  treachery,  murder,  &C.J 
it  dies,  and  justifies  no  more  ;  seeing  it  is  ;i  living  and 
not  a  dead  faith,  that  justifies  us  as  sinners  ;  even  as 
they  are  livin;/,  and  not  dead  works,  that  justify  us  ns 
believers.  I  have  already  cqm.-ed  the  absurdity  of  the 
doctrine,  that  works  are  [leeessai-y  to  mir  final  justifi- 
cation before  men  and  angels  but  not  before  God - 
However,  as  this  distincti'ni  is  one  nf  the  grand  sub- 
terfuges of  the  decent  Antinomians,  and  one  of  the 
pleas  by  which  the  hearts  of  the  simple  are  most  easily 
deceived  into  Soli fidiau ism,  tu  the  many  argument* 
that  I  have  already  pruilincd  ujum  this  liead,  in  the 
Siitb  Letter  of  the  Fourth  Check,  1  beg  leave  to  add 
those  which  follow  : 

1.  The  way  of  making  np  the  Antinomian  gap  by 
tying,  that  works  are  necessary  to  our  interim  diau 
xtid  final  justification  brfore  men  awo.  m«,e\s,  W  tu«. 
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before  God,  is  as  bad  as  the  gap  itself.  "If  God  i* 
for  roe  (says  judicious  Mr.  Fulsome)  who  can  l>c 
against  me  ?  If  God  has  for  crer  justified  me  only  by 
Christ,  and  if  works  have  absolutely  no  place  in  my 
justification  before  him,  what  care  I  for  men  and 
augels  ?  Should  they  justify  when  God  coudemus, 
what  would  their  absolution  avail  ?  And  if  they  con- 
demn when  God  justifies,  what  signifies  their  con- 
demnation ?  All  creatures  are  fallible.  The  myriads 
of  men  and  angels  are  as  nothing  before  God.  He  is 
all  in  all."  Thus  Mr.  Fulsome,  by  a  most  judicious 
way  of  arguing,  keeps  the  field  of  licentiousness,  where 
th>  Solifidian  ministers  have  inadvertently  brought 
him,  and  whence  he  is  too  wise  to  depart  upon  their 
brandishing  before  him  the  broken  reed  of  an  absurd 
distinction. 

2.  Our  justification  by  works  will  principally,  and 
in  some  cases  entirely,  turn  upon  the  works  of  the 
heart,  which  are  unknown  to  all  but  God.  Again, 
were  men  and  angels  in  all  cases  to  pass  a  decisive 
sentence  upon  us  according  to  our  works,  they  might 
judge  us  severely,  as  Mr.  Hill  judges  Mr.  Wesley ; 
they  might  brand  us  for  forgery  upon  the  most  frivolous 
appearances ;  at  least  they  might  condemn  us  as  rashly 
as  Job's  friends  condemned  him.  Once  more  ;  were 
our  fellow-creatures  to  condemn  us  decisively  by  our 
works,  they  would  ofteu  do  it  as  unjustly  as  the  disci- 
ples condemned  the  blessed  woman,  who  poured  a 
box  of  very  precious  ointment  ou  our  Lord's  head. 
'Fhey  had  indignation,  and  blamed  as  uncharitable 
waste,  what  our  Lord  was  pleased  to  call  '  a  good 
work  wrought  upon  him,' — a  good  work,  which 
shall  be  told  for  a  memorial  of  her,  as  long  as  the 
Christiau  gospel  is  preached.  To  this  may  be  added 
the  mistake  of  the  apostles,  who,  even  after  they 
had  received* the  Holy  Ghost,  condemned  Saul  of 
Tarsus  by  his  former,  when  they  should  have  absolved 
him  by  his  latter  works.  And  even  now,  W*i  fow 
believers  would  justify  Phineas  for  rnim\x\£  Ti\mxv 
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and  Cosbt  through  [he  body,  or  Peitr  for  striking 
Ananias  and  Supijliiindcad,  without  giving  them  time 
In  say  once,  "  Lord,  have  merry  upon  as  !"  Nay,  how 
many  would  condemn  thcui  as  rash  meu,  if  not  as 
cruel  reorder cis  :  lu  some  cases,  therefore,  none  can 
possibly  justify  or  condemn  believers  by  their  works, 
but  he  who  is  perfectly  acquainted  with  all  llie  out- 
ward circumstances  of  their  actions,  and  with  all  the 
secret  springs  whence    tiiey  0dw. 

3.  The  scriptmes  know  nothing  of  the  distinction 
which  I  explode.  When  St.  Paul  denies  that  Abraham 
was  justified  by  winks,  it  is  only  when  he  treats  of 
the  justification  Of  a  sinner,  and  speaks  of  the  '  works 
ofatbelief.'  When  Christ  says,  'By  thy  words  tbon 
shalt  be  justified,'  he  makes  mi  mention  of  angels.  Tn 
suppose  thai  they  -hail  he  able  (o  justify  a  world  of 
men  by  their  words,  is  to  suppose,  that  they  hare  heard, 
and  do  remember,  all  the  words  otall  mankind,  which 
is  supposing  them  to  be  gods.  Nay,  far  from  being 
judged  by  angels,  St.  Paul  says,  that '  we  shall  judge 
them;'  not.  indeed  as  proper  judges,  but  as  Christ's 
assessors  and  mystical  members:  For  our  Lord,  in 
his  description  of  the  great  day,  informs  us  that  he, 
and  not  men  or  augels,  will  justify  the  sheep  and 
condemn  the  goats,  by    their  works. 

4.  St.  Paul  di-e'j^iiii'oanfes  (be  evasive  distinction 
which  I  Oppose,  when  he  says, '  Tliiukest  tbon,  O  man 
who  docst  such  things,  that  thou  shall  escape  the 
righteous,  judgment  of  Gud,  who  will  render  eternal 
life  to  them  tbn:  by  [latit  ut  ciiiiiiiiiiiiiiee  in  well-doing, 
seek  for  glory,  &c,  when  he  shall  judge  the  secrets  of 
men  by  Jesus  Christ  ?'  l-'or  reason  dictates,  that  neither 
men  nor  angels,  but  the  Searcher  of  beans  alone,  will 
lie  able  to  justify  or  condemn  lis  by  secrets,  uukuowu 
possibly  to  all  but  himself. 

5.  If  you  say,  Most  men  shall  have  been  condemned 
or  justified  long  before  the  day  of  judgment ;  therefore 
the  solemn  potup  of  that  day  will  be  appointed  merely 
for  the  sake  of  justification  by  men  and  angels  ■  1  es- 
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claim  against  the  unreasonableness  of  supposing  that 
€  the  great  and  terrible  day  of  God/  with  an  eye  to 
which  the  world  of  rationale  wai  created,  is  to  be  only 
the  day  of  men  and  angels :  And  I  reply :— Although  I 
grant,  that  judgment  certainly  finds  as  where  death 
leaves  as ;  final  justification  and  condemnation  being 
chiefly  a  solemn  seal  set,  if  I  may  so  speak,  upon  the 
forehead  of  those  whose  consciences  are  already  justi- 
fied or  condemned,  according  to  die  last  torn  of  their 
trial  on  earn :  Yet  it  appears,  both  from  scripture  and 
reason,  that  mankind  cannot  properly  be  judged  before 
the  great  day :  Departed  spirits  are  not  men;  and  dead 
men  cannot  be  tried  till  the  resurrection  of  the  dead 
takes-  place,  when  departed  spirits,  and  raised  bodies, 
will  form  men  again  by  their  re-union.  Therefore,  in 
the  very  nature  of  things,  God  cannot  judge  mankind 
before  the  great  day  *  and  to  suppose  that  the  Father 
has  appointed  such  a  day,  that  we  may  be  finally  justi- 
fied by  our  works  before  men  and  angels,  and  not 
before  him,  is  to  suppose  that  he  has  committed  the 
chief  judgment  to  the  parties  to  be  judged,  i.  e.,  to  men 
and  angels,  aud  not  to  Jesus  Christ. 

6.  But  if  I  mistake  not,  St.  James  puts  the  matter 
out  of  all  dispute,  where  he  says  :  *  You  see,  then,  that 
by  works  a  man  is  justified  and  not  by  faith  only/ 
(Chap.  ii.  24.)  This  shews  that  a  man  is  justified  by 
works  before  the  same  judge,  by  whom  he  is  justified 
by  faith ;  and  here  is  the  proof:  Nobody  was  ever  jus- 
tified by  faith  before  men  and  angels,  because  faith  is 
an  inward  act  of  the  soul,  which  nOne  but  the  Trier  of 
the  reins  can  be  a  judge  of.  Therefore,  as  the  Justifier 
by  faith  alluded  to  iu  the  latter  part  of  the  verse,  is 
undoubtedly-  God  alone ;  it  is  contrary  to  all  the  rules 
of  criticism  to  suppose,  that  the  Justifier  by  works, 
alluded  to  in  the  very  same  sentence,  is  men  and  angels. 
'Nay,  in  the  preceding  verse,  God  is  expressly  mention- 
ed, and  not  men  or  angels :  '  Abraham  believed  God, 
and  it  was  imputed  to  him  for  righteousness,*  \.  e.,\v^ 
ma  justified  before  God :  So  that  the  same  Lord,  vA\o 
justified  him  at  a  sinner  by  faith  in  the  day  oi  to\s  cox\ 
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version,  justified  him  also  at  a  believer  Lytcorkt  in 
iny  of  his  trial. 

7.  But  (his  is  not  all ;  Turning  to  On.  xsii., 
Bhuter  which  St.  Jurats  had  undoubtedly  in  vii 
when  he  insisted  lijum  Abraham's;  iti-tiricalion  by 
works  j  1  find  the  best  of  arguments,  matter  of  fact. 
'  And  it  came  to  pass,  that  God  did  tempt,  [i.  e.,  try,] 
Abraham.'  The  patriarch  aequii.ted  himself  like  u 
«on?td  believer  in  the  hiird  trial,  in.-  died  Ten  tly  ofTered 
tip  hia  favourite  son.  Here  St.  James  addresses  a 
Solilidian,  and  bluntly  says,  '  Wilt  thou  know,  O  vain 
man,  that  faith  without  works  is  dead,'  i.e.,  that  when 
faith  gives  nier  working  by  obedient  love,  it  sickens, 
die?,  and  commences  a  dead  faith  ?  Was  not  Abraham 
<iur  father  justified  by  winks,  when  he  offered  up  Isaac 
upon  the  altar  ?  If  Mr.  Hill  answer:  Yes,  he  nn 
justified  by  works  before  men  and  angels,  but  not 
before  God  :  1  reply,  Impossible  !  for  neither  men  nor 
angels  put  him  to  the  trial,  to  bring  out  what  was  ill 
his  heart.  God  tried  him,  that  he  might  justly  punish, 
or  wisely  reward  him  ;  therefore  God  justified  him.  If 
a  judge,  after  trying  n  man  on  a  particular  occasion, 
acquits  him  upon  hi-  timtl  behaviour,  in  order  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  reward  of  him,  is  it  not  absurd  to  say,  that 
the  man  is  acquitted  before  the  court,  but  not  before 
tlit'  judge  ;  cspi'i/ially  if  there  is  neither  court  nor  jury 
present,  but  only  the  judge  ?  Was  not  tins  the  ease  at 
Abraham's  trial  ?  Do  we  hear  of  any  angel  being  pre- 
sent but  mrr-jtito,  the  Angel  Jenorah  ?  And  had  not 
Abraham  left  his  two  servants  with  the  ass  at  the  foot 
of  the  mount?  Is  it  reason nhle  then  to  suppose,  that 
Abraham  ivas  justified  before  them  by  a  work,  which 
as  yet  they  had  not  heard  of;  for,  says  St.  James, 
'  When  [which  implies  as  sboii  as]  he  had  offered 
ieaac,  he  was  justified  by  works  ?'  If  you  say,  that  he 
was  justified  before  Isaac ;  [  urge  the  absurdity  of  sup- 
posing, that  God  made  so  much  ado  about  the  trial  of 
Abraham  before  the  lad  ;  and  1  demand  proof  that  God 
.,..ii  ;ipi„ih:lcti  till'  youth  to  be  tlie  justificr  of  his  aged 
parent. 
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B.  But  let  the  sacred  historian  decide  the  question. 
*  And  the  Lord  called  to  Abraham  oat  of  heaven,  and 
said,  Lay  net  thy  hud  apon  the  lad,  for  now  1  know 
(declaratively]  that  thoufearest  God/  (i.  e.,  believcstiu 
God  :)  Now  I  can  praise  and  reward  thee  with  wisdom 
and  equity:  '  Seeing  thou  hast  not  withheld  thy  sou, 
thy  only  son  from  me.'  Upon  Calvinistic  principle?, 
did  not  God  speak  improperly  ?  Should  not  hv  have 
said,  Nvw  angels  and  men,  before  whom  thon  hast 
offered  Isaac,  do  know  that  thon  fearest  me  ?  But  if 
God  had  spoken  thus,  would  he  hare  spoken  con- 
sistently with  either  his  veracity  or  his  wisdom  ? 
Is  it  not  far  more  reasonable  to  suppose,  that  although 
God  as  omniscient,  with  a  glance  of  his  eyes,  ( tries 
the  hearts,  searches  the  reins/  and  foresees  all 
future  contingencies,  yet,  as  a  judge,  and  a  wise 
dispenser  of  punishments  and  rewards,  he  condemns 
no  unbelievers,  and  justifies  no  believers,  in  St  James's 
sense,  bnt  by  the  evidence  of  tempers,  words,  and 
actions,  which  actually  spring  from  their  unbelief,  or 
their  faith  ? 

9.  Was  it  not  from  the  same  motive,  that  God  tried 
Job  in  the  land  of  Uz,  (chap.  i.  12,)  Israel  rn  the  wil- 
derness, (Deut.  viii.  1,  compared  with  Josh.  xxii.  2,) 
and  King  Hezekiah  in  Jerusalem.  (2  Chron.  xxxii.  31.) 
'  God  (says  the  historian)  left  1iim  [to  the  temptation] 
that  He  [God]  might  know  [declaratively]  all  that  was 
in  his  heart.'  It  is  true,  Mr.  Hill  supposes,  in  the  2d 
Ed.  of  his  Five  Letters,  that  the  words,  He  might 
know,  refer  to  Hezekiah,  but  Carnie  more  judiciously 
refers  to  Gen.  xxii.  1,  where  God  tried  Abraham,  not 
that  Abraham  might  know,  but  that  He  himself  might 
declaratively  know  what  was  in  Abraham's  heart.  If 
the  word  that  he  might  know,  did  refer  to  Hezekiah, 
should  not  the  affix  ("»)  he,  or  him,  have  been  added  to 
ron,  thus,  W"6,  as  it  is  put  to  the  two  preceding  verbs, 
T2W,  he  left  him,  irono^,  to  try  him  ? 
.  10.  Our  Lord  himself  decides  the  question,  w\ie\e\\fc 
jefs  to  his  believing  disciples,  «  Whosoever  shall  covi- 
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i  me  before  men,  him  will  T  also  confess  before  my 
Father  who  is  in  heaven.    Hut  whosoever  shall  deny 

c  before  men,  him  will  I  also  (Jetty  before  my  Father 
vrliu  is  in  heaven.'  It  was  undoubtedly  an  attention  to 
this  scripture  that  made  f>r.  Owen  say  :  "  Hereby  [by 
personal  obedience]  that  faith  whereby  we  are  justified 
\ns  sinners]  i.  evidenced,  proved,  manifested  in  the 
sight  of  God  and  man,"  And  yet,  astonishing !  this 
passage,  which  inditmly  gives  up  the  only  real  differ- 
ence there  Is,  between  .Mr.  Hill's  justification  by  works 
and  ours  ;  this  passage,  which  cuts  him  off  from  the 
only  way  he  has  of  making  his  escape,  (except  that  by 
which  his  brother  tried  to  mate  his  own,  see  Fourth 
Check,  p.  85,)  thla  very  passage  which  makes  so  much 
fur  my  sentiment,  is  one  of  those  concerning  which  he 
;<»js,  IFiitii/iing  Stroke,  p.  14,)  "  Words  prudentiy  ex- 
punged by  Mr.  Fletcher,"  when  they  are  only  words, 
which  for  brevity's  sake  1  very  imprudently  left  out, 
since  they  cue  down  Soli  fid  ianioio,  even  with  Dr. 
Owen's  sword. 

To  conclude  :  Attentive  reader,  peruse  James  ii., 
where  the  justification  of  believers  by  works  before 
(iod  is  so  strongly  insisted  iipuu  :  Observe  what  is 
said  there  of  the  law  of  liberty ;  of  believers  being 
judged  by  that  law  ;  of  tin-  *  iuil-j.nieiit  witliuut  mercy,' 
that  shall  be  shewn  to  fallen,  merciless  believers 
according  to  that  law ;— Consider  that  this  doctrine 
exactly  coincides  with  the  Sermon  upon  the  Mount, 
and  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews— that  it  perfectly  tallies 
with  Ezek.  xviii.  xxxiii.  Matt.  xii.  sxv.  Rom,  ii. 
(in!,  vi,  &c.,  and  that  it  is  delivered  to  brethren,  yea, 
to  the  beloved  brethren  of  St.  James,  to  whom  he 
could  say,  '  Out  of  his  own  will  the  Father  of  Lights 
begat  us  with  the  word  of  truth  :' — Take  notice,  that 
the  charge  indirectly  bronchi  li  :  r  ■  i  ii  i  -■■  1 1  lie  in,  is  that  they 
'  had  faith  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  with  respect  of 
persons  ;'  and  that  they  '  deceived  their  ownselves,' 
by  uot  being  as  careful  doers  as  they  were  diligent 
'  hearers  of  the  word.' — Then  look  round  vifou  torue 


of  our  most  famous  believers  ;  see  how  foaminir,  how 
roaring,  how  terrible  are  Hie  billows  of  their  partiality. 
Read  "  An  Addms  from  candid  Proleilan/i  to  the 
Ret:  Mr.  Fletcher ;"  read  "  The  ftniiAing  Stroke," 
read  "Mart  Work  for  Mr.  fVeiley."  read  die 
Chccki  to  Antinamianism  i  ant)  say,  if  there  is  not  tl 
ijreat  need  to  insist  upon  a  believer's  justification  by 
words  and  works,  as  there  was  in  the  days  of  our  Lord 
and  St.  James :  And  if  it  i«  nut  high  lime  to  say  to 
modern  belter  era,  '  My  brethren,  have  not  the  faith  of 
onr  Lord  Jesns  Christ,  with  respect  of  persona.— So 
•peak  ye,  and  so  do,  as  they  that  shall  be  judged  by 
the  law  of  liberty  :  For  he  shall  ii are  judgment  without 
mercy,  that  hath  shewed  no  mercy: — For  with  what 
judgment  ye  judge,  ye  shall  be  judged  ;  and  with  what 

[by  him,  that]  shall  render  to  every  one  according  b> 
what  he  has  doue  in  the  bndy,  whether  it  be  good  or 
had.1— But  "  candid  i'mtt'stimt:,"  have  an  answer 
ready  in  their  "  Address^"  This  is  "  the  Popish  doc- 
trine of  justification  by  works,"  and  "  Arminian 
Methodism  turned  out  rank  Popery  at  last." — This  is  a 
mingle  mangle  of  "  the  most  high  and  mighty,  self- 
righteous,  self-potent,  self-important,  telf-sanctifying, 
■elf-justifying,  and  self-exalting  medley  Minister. "§ 
The  misfortune  is,  that  amidst  these  witticisms  of 
"  tbe  Protestants,"  (for  it  seems  the  CalvinisU  engross 
that  name  to  themselves,)  we,  "rank  Papists,"  still 
look  out  for  arguments  ;  and  when  we  find  none,  or 
only  such  as  are  worse  than  none,  we  still  stay,  Logiea 
Genevtnais  .',  and  remain  confirmed  in  our  "  dreadful 
heresy,"  or  rather,  in  our  Lord's  anti-Calvinistic  doc- 
trine, 'By  thy  words  thou  shalt  be  justified,  and  hy 
thy  words  thou  shalt  be  condemned.' 

|  In  the  ■bOTe-maitiuued  "  Miitm  from  C 
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HaVINo  animadverted  on  Mr.  Hill's  Finishing 
Stroke,  1  proceed  to  ward  off  the  fir.it  blow,  which  the 
Ret.  Mr.  Bcrridgc  has  given  to  practical  religion.  But 
before  I  mention  his  mistakes,  I  mast  do  justice  to  his 
person.  It  i>  [)y  no  uu'ans.  my  design  to  represent  Irini 
aa  a  divine,  who  either  iritis.  .1  louse  life,  ur  intends  to 
hurt  the  Redeemer'*  interest.  His  conduct  as  a  Chris- 
liatt  is  exemplary  ;  his  labours  as  a  .Minister  are  great; 
ami  I  aoi  persuaded  that  (he  innin;  tmiclK's,  which  he 
gives  to  the  ark  of  godliness,  are  not  only  undesigned, 
but  intended  to  do  God  service. 

There  are  30  many  things  commendable  in  the 
pious  Vicar  of  Everlou,  and  so  much  truth  in  his 
Christian  World  unmatked,  that  I  find  it  a  hardship  to 
expose  the  uuituairlcil  parts  uf  that  pcrfo nuance,  lint 
the  cause  of  this  hardship  is  the  ground  of  my  apology 
Mr.  Bcrridgc  is  a  good,  an  excellent  man,  therefore 
the  Autinomian  errors,  which  go  abroad  into  the  world 
with  his  letters  of  recommendation,  which  speak  in 
his  evangelical  strain,  and  are  armed  with  the  poig- 
nancy of  his  wit,  cannot  he  too  soon  pointed  out,  and 
too  carefully  guarded  against.  I  flatter  myself  that  this 
consideration  will  procure  me  his  pardon,  for  hiking 
the  liberty  of  dispatching  his  valiant  "  Sergeant,"  with 
gome  doses  of  rational  and  scriptural  antidotes  for 
those  who  have  drunk  into  the  pleasing  mistakes  q( 
his  book,  sod  tt'aut  his  piety  to  hitidev  ftievo  tvoo\ 
carrying  speculative  into  practical  Autinum'iiiu\am. 
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SECTION  I. 

One  of  my  opponents  has  justly  observed,  that 
"  the  principal  Cause  of  controversy  among  us,"  is  the 
doctrine  of  our  justification  by  the  works  of  faith  in 
the  day  of  judgment.  At  this  rampart  of  practical 
godliness  Mr.  Berridge  levels  such  propositions  as  these 
in  his  Christian  World  unmasked,  (second  edition,  p. 
170,  171,)  "  Final  justification  by  faith  is  the  capital 
doctrine  of  the  gospel. — Faith  beingtheterm  of  salvation, 
&c,  must  utterly  exclude  all  justification  by  works." — 
And,  (p.  26,)  we  read  of  "  an  absolute  impossibility  of 
being  justified  in  any  manner  by  our  works." 

If  these  positions  are  true,  say,  reader,  if  St.  James, 
St.  Paul,  and  Jesus  Christ,  did  not  advauce  great 
untruths  when  they  said, *  By  works  a  man  is  justified, 
and  not  by  faith  only.' — (Jam.  ii.  24.)  '  For  uot  the 
hearers  of  the  law  [of  Christ]  are  just  before  God, 
but  the  doers  shall  be  justified,  &c,  in  the  day  when 
God  shall  judge  the  secrets  of  men  by  Jesus  Christ/ 
(Rom.  ii.  13,  16.)  '  For  (adds  our  Lord,  when 
speaking  of  the  day  of  judgment)  by  thy  words  thou 
shalt  be  justified,'  &c.  (Matt.  xii.  37.)  Christian 
reader,  say,  who  is  mistaken  ?  Christ  and  his  apostles, 
or  the  late  Fellow  of  Clare  Hall  ? 

Mr.  Berridge  goes  farther  still.  Without  ceremony 
he  shuts  the  gate  of  heaven  against  every  man  who 
seeks  to  be  justified  by  works,  according  to. our  Lord's 
and  St.  James's  doctrine.  For  when  he  has  assured  us, 
p.  171,  that  faith  must  utterly  exclude  all  justification 
by  works,  he  immediately  adds,  "  And  the  mau  who 
seeks  to  be  justified  by  his  passport  of  obedience,  will 
find  uo  passage  through  the  city  gates."  Might  not 
our  author  have  unmasked  Calvinism  a  little  more,  and 
told  the  Christian  world,  that  the  man  who  minds 
what  Christ  says,  shall  be  turned  into  YieW 
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See  the  boldness  of  Solifidianism  !§  In  our  Lord's 
days  believers  were  to  keep  their  mouths  as  with  a 
bridle,  and  to  abstain  from  every  idle  word,  lest  in  the 
day  of  judgment  tbey  should  not  be  justified.  In  St. 
John's  time  they  were  to  do  Christ's  commandments, 
that  they  might  enter  through  the  gates  into  the  city : 
(Rev.  xxii.  14  :)  Bat  in  our  days,  a  gospel  minister 
assures  as,  (p.  171,)  that  the  believer,  who,  according 
to  oar  Lord's  doctrine,  seeks  to  be  "justified  by  his 
passport  of  obedience^  will  find  no  passage  through 
the  city  gates.  He  may  talk  of  the  tree  of.  life,  and  soar 
up  with  his  paper- kite  to  the  gates  of  Paradise,  but  will 
find  no  entrance."— -I  grant  it,  if  an  Antinomian  Pope 
has  St.  Peter's  key  ;  bnt  so  long  as  Christ  has  the  key 
of  David,  so  long  as  he  opens,  and  no  Solifidian  shuts ; 
the  dutiful  servant,  instead  of  being  sent  flying  to  hell 
after  the  "  paper-kite"  of  obedience,  will,  through  his 
Lord's  merits,  be  honourably  admitted  into  heaven  by 
the  passport  of  good  works,  which  he  has  about  him. 
For  though  the  remembrance  of  his  si  us,  and  the  sight 
of  his  Saviour,  will  make  him  ashamed  to  produce  it  : 
Yet  he  had  rather  die  ten  thousand  deaths,  than  be 
found  without  it.  The  celestial  Porter,  after  having 
kindly  opened  it  for  him,  will  read  it  before  an  innu- 
merable company  of  angels,  and  say,  '  Enter  into  the 
joy  of  thy  Lord,  for  I  was  hungry  and  thou  gavest  ine 
meat,'  &c.  (Matt.  xxv.  35,  &c.) 

If  the  Vicar  of  Everton  throws  in  an  Antinomian 
caveat  against  this  "  passport  of  obedience, "f  and 
ridicules  it  still  as  a"  paper-kite,"  Isaiah  and  St.  Paul 
win  soon  silence  him.    '  Open  ye  the  gates/  says  the 

§  Soltfidianbm  is  the  doctrine  of  the  Solifldians ;  and  the  Solifidbm 
ate  men  who,  because  sinners  are  justified  (sola  Jlde)  by  "  sole  faith" 
in  the  day  of  conversion,  infer,  as  Mr.  Berridge,  that  *•  believing  is 
the  total  term  of  all  salvation,"  and  conclude,  as  Mr.  Hill,  that  the 
doctrine  of  final  justification  by  the  works  of  faith  in  the  great  day, 
is  "  full  of  rottenness  and  deadly  poison."  It  is  a  softer  word  for 
Antinomianism. 

f  I  speak  only  of  the  obedience  off  faith.    It  is  only  for  that  obe- 
dience, and  for  the  works  of  faith,  that  St.  James  pAeadft  \n  to\s  Y^>\s\te » 
Mr.  Wesley  in  the  Minutes,  and  I  in  the  Checks  :  AU  o&et  o\^\ecvcfe 
itJasiocere;  all  other  works  Pharisaical. 
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c r angelical  prophet, '  that  the  righteous  nation  which 
keepeth  tlic  truth  [of  the  gospel  doctrines]  may  enter 
in  :'  For,  adds  the  evangelical  apostle,  '  Circumcision 
[including  all  j:rut(-ssioitj  of  faith]  is  nothing,  but  the 
keeping  of  the  com  in  and  men  ta  of  God.  Yea,  though 
)  have  all  faith  and  uo  charity,  I  am  nothing.'  (Ifh. 
xxvi.  2.— 1  Cor.  vii.  19  ;  xiii.  2.) 

If  I  am  at  the  city  gates,  when  Mr.  Berridge  will 
exclaim  against  the  "  passport  of  obedience,"  I  think 
1  shall  venture  to  check  his  imprudence  by  the  follow- 
ing t|Uestions :— Can  there  he  a  medium  between  not 
having  a  passport  of  obedience,  and  having  one  of  dis- 
oheditnee  ?  Must  a  man,  to  the  honour  of  free  grace, 
take  a  passport  of  refractoriness  alon;;  with  liim  ? 
Must  he  bring  a  certificate  of  adultery  and  murder,  to 
be  welcome  into  the  New  .leriisnlein  ?   T  am  persuaded 

that, with  the  nr st  abhorrence,  Mr.  Berridge  answers, 

"  No  1"  Jin f  lib  iirt-Eit  I >i : 1 1 1 n  stjeaks  louder  than  he, 
and  say*,  before  all  the  world  :  "  There  is  no  need 
that  he  should  have  a  testimonium  of  adultery  and  mur- 
der, but  he  may  if  In1  pleases  :  Nay,  if  he  is  so  inelined, 
he  may  gpta  diploma  of  treachery  and  incest ;  it  will 
never  invalidate  his  title  to  jjlory  ;  for,  if  David  and 
the  incestuous  Corinthian  had  ravine  faith,  iuaniissible 
eternal  life,  anil  fi  nisi  led  s  nival  ion.  when  they  committed 
their  crimes ;  and  if  faith  or  believing  (as  Mr.  Berridge 
affirms,  p.  168,1  be  the  total  term  of  all  salvation, "why 
might  not  every  Christian,  if  he  is  so  minded,  murder  his 
neighbour,  worship  idols,  and  gratify  eveu  incestuous 
lusts,  a?  well  as  primitive  backsliders,  wi  incut  risking 
his  finished  salvation  !  l/pon  this  Autinomian  axiom, 
advanced  by  Mr.  Berridge,  "Believing  is  the  total 
term  of  all  salvation,"  I  lay  my  engine,  a  grain  of 
reason,  anil  a-k  every  unini'jiiiliced  ]iei  •i.n,ivlm  is  able 
to  conclude  that  two  and  two  make  four,  whether  we 
may  not,  without  any  magical  power,  heave  morality 
out  of  the  world,  or  Calvinism  out  of  the  rhurch  ? 

If  Mr.  Berridge  pleads,  that,  when  he  says,  (p.  168,) 
"  Believing  is  the  total  term  of  all  salvation,"  he 
means  a  fait  h  "  irrlu  din  train!  |i  inducing  all  obedience:" 
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I  reply,  Then  he  gives  up  Solifidiauism  ;  he  means  the 
very  faith  which  I  contend  for  in  the  Checks  ;  and 
pressing  him  with  his  own  definition  of  faith,  I  ask, 
bow  can  a  "  faith  including  all  obedience,"  inclnde 
murder,  as  in  the  case  of  David ;  idolatry,  as  in  the 
case  of  Solomon  ;  lying,  cursing,  and  denying  Christ, 
as  in  the  case  of  Peter ;  and  even  incest,  as  in  the  case 
of  the  apostate  Corinthian?  Are  murder,  idolatry, 
cursing,  and  incest, "  all  obedience  ?"— If  Mr.  Berridge 
replies  "  No :"  Then  David,  Solomon,  &c.,  lost  the 
justifying  raith  of  St.  Paul,  when  they  lost  the  justify- 
ing works  of  St  James  ;  and  so  Mr.  Berridge  gives  up 
the  point  together  with  Calvinism.  If  he  says,  Yes  : 
He  not  only  gives  up  St.  James's  justification,  but  quite 
unmasks  Antinomianism :  And  the  rational  world,  who 
"  come  and  peep,"  may  see  that  his  doctrine  of  grace 
is  not  a  chaste  virgin,  bat  a  great  Diana,  who  pays  as 
little  regard  to  decency,  as  she  does  to  scripture. 

If  this  is  a  sophism,  I  humbly  entreat  the  learned 
Fellow  of  Clare-hall  to  convince  the  world  of  it,  by 
shewing  where  the  fallacy  lies.  He  can  do  it,  if  it  can 
be  done, "  having  consumed  a  deal  of  candle  at  a  noted 
hall  at  Cambridge,  in  lighting  up  a  good  understand- 
ing," even  after  he  was  declared  master  of  the  art  of 
logic.  But  if  the  dilemma  is  forcible  and  grinds  Cal- 
vinism as  between  an  upper  and  nether  mill-stone,  I 
hope  that  he  will  no  longer  oppose  the  dictates  of 
reason,  merely  to  pour  contempt  upon  our  Lord's  doc- 
trine of  a  believer's  justification  by  the  works  of  faith  ; 
and  to  sport  himself  with  obedience,  rendered  as  ridi- 
culous as  Samson  was,  when  the  Philistines  treated 
him  as  a  blind  mill- horse. 
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SECTION  II. 


Wfc  have  already  seen  how  Mr.  Berridge  gives  "  the 
passport  of  obedience"  to  the  winds  as  a  boyish  trum- 
pery. To  render  the  "  paper  kite"  more  contemptible, 
(p.  145,)  he  ties  to  it,  instead  of  a  tail,  "  a  spruce  new 
set  of  duties  half  a  yard  long,  called  legally  evangelical 
and  evangelically  legal,  unknown  to  Christ  and  his 
apostles,  but  discovered  lately  by  some  ingenious  gen- 
tlemen,"  Just  as  if  I,  who  have  ventured  upon  those 
expressions,  to  indicate  the  harmony  that  subsists 
between  the  promises  of  the  gospel  and  the  duties  of 
the  law  of  liberty,  aud  Mr:  Wesley,  who  has  let  those 
compounded  words  pass  in  the  Second  Check,  were  the 
first  men  who  have  taught,  that  believers  *  are  not 
without  law  to  God,  but  under  a  law  to  Christ.'  (1  Cor. 
ix.  21.)  Just  as  if  nobody  had  said  before  us,  '  Do 
we  make  void  the  law  through  faith,'  or  through 
the  gospel  ?  *  Qod  forbid !  Yea,  we  establish  the  law.' 
(Rom.  iii.  31.)  That  is,  by  preaching  '  a  faith  that 
worketh  by  love,'  we  establish  the  moral  law  ;  for 
*  love  is  the  fulfilling  of  it,  and  he  that  loveth  another, 
has  fulfilled  the  law.'  (Rom.  xiii.  8,  10.)— Not  indeed 
the  ceremonial  law  of  Moses,  for  ceremonies?  and  love 
are  not  the  same  thing ;  nor  yet  the  Adamic  law  of 
innocence,  for  if  the  apostle  had  spoken  of  that  law, 
he  would  have  said,  "  He  that  has  always  loved  another 
with  perfect  love,  has  fulfilled  the  law :"  Therefore  he 
evidently  speaks  of  the  evaugelical  law,  preached  thus 
by  St.  James  to  believers,  '  So  speak  ye,  and  so  do,  as 
they  that  shall  be  judged  by  the  law.  of  liberty.'  (Jam. 
ii.  12.)  A  law  which  is  so  called,  not  because  it  gives 
us  the  least  liberty  to  sin  ;  but  because,  during  the  day 
of  salvation,  it  iudulges  us  with  the  precious  liberty 
to  repent   of   our  former  sins,  .and  come  to  Christ 


for  pardon,  nud  for  stronger  wppfltt  of  sanctifying 
grace. 

However,  Mr.  Herrldge,  as  if  the  Antioomians  had 
already  burned  St.  James's  Kpistle,  says,  (p.  114,]  after 
speaking  of  tlie  law  uf  innocence  yiicu  to  Adam  before 
the  nil,  "  All  other  lawa,   [and  consequently  the  law 

of  liberty,]    are    cobwebs  of  a  h ui  biaiti  :"     What, 

Sir,  do  yoa  think  that  Motes  was  a  spiritual  spider, 
when  he  wove  the  ceremonial  law  ?  Can  you  possibly 
imagine  that  David's  '  blessed  man,  whose  delight >»  '« 
the  taw  of  the  Lord,  meditates  day  and  nlgbt  in  a  law,' 
which  bids  him  *'  stand  upon  hia  own  legs,"  and  ab- 
solutely despair  of  mercy  upon  "  a  single  trip  I" 
Would  you,  on  second  thoughts,  say,  that  St.  Paul  anil 
St.  James  weave  "  cobwebs"  in  the  brains  of  mankind, 
when  they  declare,  that  '  the  end  uf  the  roumaiidmeat 
[or  of  Christ's  law]  is  charity,  from  n  pure  heart,  a 
good  const  km.  i>,  and  Isiith  unfeigned  ;'  when  they  ."peak 
of  fulfilling  (he  royal  law  according  to  the  scripture, 
'Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyself  :'  Or  when 
they  assure  tu,  '  that  he  who  lutein  another  hath 
fulfilled  it ;'  aud  exhort  its  to  '  bear  one  another's 
burdens,  and  so  fulfil  the  law  of  Christ  ?'  (See  1  Tim. 
i.  5  ;  James  ii.  8. ;  Gal.  v.  13,  and  Gal.  vi.  2.) 

1  shall  not  borrow  here  the  rash  expression  which 
Mr.  Berririge  iiw*  when  he  cotifniindj  original  worthi- 
ness, aud  derived  merit,  and  rcllccts  upon  Christ,  who 
evidently  attributes  the  latter  to  believers  :  1  shall  not 
say,  that  my  new  opponent's  mistake  *'  is  enongh  to 
make*  a  devil  blush  ;"  but  1  may  venture  to  affirm, 
that,  before  he  cao  prove the  law  of  liberty  is  "a  cobweb,1' 


I 


he  mint  not  only  burn  St.  James's  K  pintle,  but  »weep 
*wa.y  the  Epistles  of  St.  Paul  to  the  Romans,  and  to  the 
Guliiii.ms  ;  together  wit h  the  law,  tlic  prophets,  and 
(he  Psalm*.    While  he  consider1*  whether  the  tree  of 

there  is  great  iiuth  in  these  words,  if  Mr.  Baridgc  speaks 
only  of  proper  merit,  nt  merit  .if  i::.mi1-.'lilj  :.■-.-  iiml  eiiu<*alencC! 
btfl  if  lit  extends  them  to  the  ovangelieel  worthiness  so 
ftcuuemLy  imjitiuned  by  our  Luril :  if  he  applies  them  to  im- 
psiHi  merit,  generally  called  merit  of  cungruity:  He  indircotlj 
.:    ■■;      ■  :,■  ■■:    i-.L;h    [itiiiiiiiij;  a  ilDL-trine    *.  exi.™in.-ly  diabolical, 

k    more     turprlung    sllll,      if     I    mistake     not,     ho    indirectly 


MM  ■' acconlinl!  lo"  our  worlu.— "  A  tinder- hearted  genlto- 
rasin,"  «ys  on,  "employs  two  labourers  out  of  eltnrily  10 
wail  a  little  ipot  of  four  square  yards.  Both  an!  old  and 
mueh  ilnaepit,  but  one  is  stronger  than  the  other.  The 
stronger  weeds  three  .arris,  ami  receives  three  crowns;  the 
■water  wecdeth  one.  and  receives  one  crown.  Now  both  arc 
rttwanle.1  ftkr  tlieir  labour,  and  according  to  EltcLr  labour,  iut 
not  fur  Ule  merit  of  their  labour."— (iramed,  if  ipciit  is  taken 
hi  tin'  sense  of  pro]*r  merit,  or  unit  of  i-onilijiiiies  and  equiva- 
Itacet  but  absolutely  denied,  if  It  is  t.ilwn  in  tin-  mise  rf 
improper  wottliii^-^,  ilr  :ii.i.i  .,f  ,.m!.:i:ii!v.- )..a  Tliuni'H  Aqilltun, 
the  most  famous  of  all  the  Papist  di.ines,  bring  his  standard  of 
merit,  and  measure  Mr.   Berridgc:,    anil  If    lire  Vicar  of    Everaoo 

u'iii-rj-1  I.  ■l.iing  the  doctrine  of  merit  of  congroity  as  muck  as 
Mr.  Hauler,  let  me  for  ever  forfeit  all  pretensions  to  a  grain  of 
ntUtaocj    letne.      "The    angelic     Doctor"     defines    merit     thus.; 

flr..i.'...'■  ..■u',"1^  "i.  *■{>>  fs  !•''■[ J [■/. i.j,  <ju,><<:h>  j ri r c 7: ill, r  equalitw 
iatff    pwtlrjt*   tt    pierititm    secundum  ettiiinlivnem ;  zx  eengnw 


fj.  t,  to  merit  properly.]  when,   upon   0 
an.    cnuelity  between  toe  reward  and   the 

when  there  to  110  njen   equality;    and   w 

mere  Jib-.'falily,    rnoket  a  present  which  i 


TO  ANTWOBlfAWlSM.  *W 

mtinomianfsm  will  yield  a  besom  strong  enough  for 
liftt  purpose*  I  beg  leare  to  dwell  a  moment  upon 
ttotlM**  taP  Ms  mistakes.  It  respect*  obedience  and 
pa* o*oria*;|«jatiirt  whkhr  Solttdian*  tndirttftiy  wage 
a  eternal  war.  It  runs  through  several  pages,  but 
jffir^in  (tie  Rowing  ujigoirdetf  pr^jfast^O&f » 
i*L££$vl>  IB.,  "SI  'Sincere  obedience  is  .no  where  men- 
i»n*d»i*<  tfaeigoebei  as*  a  condition  of  salfadon  ;" 
ta"jft.  SfcX1  4Jf "  Wo***  hare  no^lo /^coven- 

rKfiTai  *.*a«a&o  ti  life/^I part*  if  by 
^sMttoavdn  the  art*  proposition-,  and  by  <  Jf/<r  in  the 
leMadf  Mri  BetrMge  means  tnMtt'rtbathn,  *M  \Hf$ 

$j^B^  *• 

fr^igifeisoaine.iifon  all  meo  so  Justification/  -or 
■*>ftiov>-f(ta  the 'damning1  guilt  of  origin**  sin,  and 
^se^ay'ta^me^te/^t  In  the  #jdu£riyo^pre- 
jjon^frjtfl  obedience  and  work*.  Again,  and  again 
ssm  J4rttoemdytnaft  a*  '  by  one  man's  disobedience 
IMv',[sc'SroXX4K;M'the  multitudes  6f  men;*]  were 
pa$e  sinners  ;  *6  by  the  obedience  of  one,  many  [<x 
■r»AA#i,"  the  multitudes  of  men/']  shall, [to  theeud  of 
teiworid,].  be  made  righteous,'  i.  e,,  partakers  of  the 
iboY^-mentloned  justification,  in  cousequeuce  of  Christ's 
iftQtjjement,  and  the  talent  of  free  grace,  and  superna- 
nnalr  light,  which  *  enlightens  every  man  that  comes 
tot6  the  world.*  (Compare  Horn.  v.  18,  19,  with 
fofaa  L  4, 5,^.J  Far  from  opposing  this  initial  life  of 
free  grace,  this  salvation  unconditionally  begun,  I 
Msjeit  its  necessity  against  the  Pelagians,  and  its 
refcflty  against  the  papists  and  Calrinists,  who  agree 
III  main  tain,  that  God  hasf  absolutely  reprobated  a 
ooosMerable  part  of  mankiud.  Bat  Mr.  Berridge's 
propositions  are  Antinomiauism  unmasked,  if  he  ex- 

the  '"Christian  Work!  Unmasked/  more  than  the  author  of  the 


"vtSotM  of  ny<  readers  wilt  wonder  at  my  coupling  the  Cal- 
rtafcte  and  the  RtaAaiiists,  when  I  speak  of  those  who  hold 
totlote  lepcobatiotit  Baftey  observation  is  founded  upon  matter 
if  ftwfc     We  .are  too  weM  acquainted  with  the  opinion  of   the 
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tends  their  meaning  fas  his  scheme  does)  to  fin 
salvation,  and  to  a  life  of  glory,  unconditional! 
stowed  upon  adulterous  backsliders  i  For  sincere  o 
ence,  or  the  good  works  of  faith,  are  a  conditio  a  { 


ii    And    reprobation, 

III?   fiNlliming  HTCwncnt  ;  Tsrtis  ratin,   $<:.,  dvcituT    a 

trum  sMqul  raptuxttr  ilallrii  m   baptiwmo,  id 
I    stotiant   ;j   "  '  "" 
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nse  Mr.  Bemdge's  word,  "  a  term,")  indispensably 
required  of  all,  that  stay  long  enough  upon  the  stage 
of  life,  to  act  as  moral  agents.  '  Every  branch  in  me 
that  bearetii  not  fruit  he  taketh  away.'  (Juhn  xv.  2.) 
■Be  not  deceived,  neither  for  nlca  Tors,  &c,  shall  inherit 
the  kingdom  of  Cod.'  (lCor.vi.9.  See  Ezek.  xviii. 
and  XXJtiii.)  "If  the  penitent  thief  had  lived,  (sayi 
onr  church,)  and  not  regarded  the  works  of  faith,  he 
ihould  have  lost  his  salvation  again."  As  fur  the  argu- 
ment token  from  thefe  words,  '  He  that  bclicveth 
now  with  the  heart  unto  righteousness,  hath  everlast- 
ing life,'  (i.  e.,  has  a  title  to  it,  and  a  taste  of  a  life  of 
glory,  and  shall  have  the  enjoyment  of  it,  'ifhecon- 
IlnueB  in  the  faith  rooted  and  grounded ;')  it  is  answered 
at  large,  in  the  Fourth  Check,  p.  43. 

Page  38,  Mr.  Berridge  unmasks  Autinomianlsm  Iti 
the  following  proposition  :  "  I  have  gathered  up  my 
ends,  respecting  tiiU  matter  ;  and  I  trust  you  see,  at 
length,  (hut  sincere  obedience  is  nothing  but  a  jaefc- 
o'-lanterii,  dancing  here  and  there  and  every  where: 
No  man  could  ever  catch  him,  but  thousands  have  been 
lost  by  following  him." 

If  I  mistake  not,  Mr.  Berridge  here  exceeds  Mr. 
Hill.  The  author  of  Pirtas  iii-nnirii.<h  only  suppose!, 
that  works  have  nothing  to  do  before  the  Judge  of  all 
the  earth  in  the  matter  of  our  eternal  salvation,  and 


supports. 
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2*3  *HTH   <  I1F.CK 

tfant  nil  believers  shall  "  sing  loader"  in  (MM  for 
all  their  crimes  upon  earth  ;  lint  Ihu  Vicar  of  Over- 
toil neprcMtiU  sincere  obedience  (which  is  a  collection 
of  all  the  good  BWrtM  of  upright  Heathens,  Jews,  and 
Christians,)  as  ■*  zjach-o-tttntcrn  j  and  thousands," 
Mr/s  he,  "  have  been  lost  by  following  him."— Here  it 
a  blow  at  (lie  root !— What ! — thousands  lost  by  fol- 
lowing after  aiuaere  obedience  to  God's  Gornuian.il*: 
Impossible  ! — Oar  pious  author,  1  hope,  means  iusin- 
cere  obedience  5  bnt  if  he  standi*  to  what  he  has 
written,  he  mutt  not  be  vurprised,  if,  with  the  "  good 
folks  cast  In  a  gospel-  foundry,  I  ring  a  fire-bell,"  and 
warn  the  Protectant  world  against  so  capital  a  mistake. 
That  thousands  have  been  -lost  by  resting  iu  failhlest, 
superficial,  hypocritical,  insincere  obedience,  J  grant : 
Bnt  thousands  1— lost !  by  following  after  sincere 
obedience,  i.  e,,  after  the  obedience  we  uprightly  per. 
form  according  lo  thf  light  we  iiave  ! — This  la  is 
impossible,  as  that  the  Holy  Spirit  should  lie  when 
he  testifies,  '  in  every  nation,  he  that  feaicth  God  and 
worketh  righteous  in—;,  is  accepted  of  him  ;'  according 
to  one  or  another  of  the  divine  dispensations  ;  He  11 
accepted  as  a  converted  Heathen,  Jew,  or  Christian. 

Had  I  the  voice  of  a  ti  auipet,  I  would  shout  Upon 
the  walls  of  onr  Jerusalem  :  '  Let  no  man  deceire 
you  :'  Nobody  was  ever  lost,  but  for  not  following 
after,  or  for  starting  from  sincere  obedience  ;  Christian 
faith  itself  being  nothing  but  sincere  obedience  to  this 
grand  gospel  precept,  '  Believe  iu  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  and  thou  shall  he  saved.'  '  We  have  received 
apnstlcship,'  says  St,  Paul,  '  for  obedience  to  the  faith 
among  all  nations.'  (Horn.  i.  5.)  No  adult  children 
of  Adam  were  ever  eternally  saved,  but  such  as  followed 
after  sincere  obedience,  at  least  from  the  time  of  their 
last  conversion,  if  they  once  drew  buck  towards  per- 
dition. For  '  Christ,'  says  the  apostle, '  is  the  author 
of  eternal  salvation  In  ilioni  I  hat  (itn-y  him  ;'  aud  he 
undoubtedly  means,  that  obey  him  sincerely:  *  Ho 
wilt  render  eternal  life  to  them  who  by  patient  cua. 
tlnnauee  in  well-doing,'  or  by  persevering  in  sincere. 


T<V/ANTINOMWIN!SM.  W? 

obedience,  'seek  for  glory.'— '  Has  the  Lord  as  great 
delight  in  bornt-offerings/  says  Samuel,  'a* iu  ofcejr 
totfJnA  I  dare  say  he  meant  sin^elyiobeywari  tim 
tofce  «f  the  t©Pd?MBeh«Jd!  [whaterer.  SoJaftttas* 
n*^aay]  •  to  «obey  is  better  than  sacrifice,  *>4,  *e 
iiesVftfar  than '  the  4*  of  rams  :  ■  Bar,  itfeellion  {flr 
Aaotiedieiice^  i»a»  the  sin  of  tritch<iaft,ajufcstiibt*arnr 
n^at«ttolatt»V    (Hcb.  r.^;  Ronu  .tt.  7.)  1  3*w 

*r***^>  >  .  *  ,  f:\ 

■•*■  &*e?  a*  shew  the  high  value  fee  pots  apon- sincere 

^^?en«ny¥ent  Jeremiah  t©  the  lUwhabtes-*  with -thv 

'tnajVnjfa  1  "Wws-saith  the  Low!  of  hosts,  Because^?* 

ha>fe^tteyttdthe  commandment  of  Jonadeh  you*  father 

att&kefKafl  hit  precepts;  therefore  Joaadab  the,  son 

tf4ta&  ah  shall  not  want  a  man  to  stand  befar*  ma 

ftrt««er.'"llis  capital  charge  against  Israel    is  j&gt 

•aftjdfjttbrtifmc*.    St.  Peter ,  who  observes  tbaMhe4*- 

4farlDgtfe*rs-had<  purified  their  tools  by  obeying  .  tjaja 

4rftlh,4*ks»:'  What  shall  the  end  be  of  them  thato>ty 

Mat  the  gospel  ?'    And  St.  Paul  answers,  that '  Christ 

-will-come  in  flaming  fire,  taking  vengeance  on  shem/r- 

and  that  *  God  will  render  tribulation  and  wrath  to  them 

thatde  not  obey  the  truth,  but  obey  unrighteousness :' 

*nd  even  that  famous  passage,  'He  that  beliefveth 

tin*  the  Son,   hath  everlasting  life,  and  he  that  .be 

jtaeth  not  the  Son,  shall  not  see  life,'  (John  iii.36,) 

fa^rn  the  original  a   rampart   against   Solidianitta; 

for  in   the  last  sentence  of  it,  -the   word  rendered 

^'tbelieveth  not/.'  is  not  ov  wircvw,.  in  opposition  to 

i^he-ftrst'  clause  *   butaTc*W,  an  expression  which, 

dbjRsigaifylng  equally,  "  he  who  disobeyetb,''  and &  he 

wstoibelieveth  not/'  guards  the  doctrine  of  obedience 


:aW'inrongiy  as  mat  oi  iaicn. 
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An  Ammtr  to  Mr.  Berridge't  capital  Argumtnt, 
against  Sincere  Obrfimce. 

Tub  seriom  reader  probably  wonders  at  the  pion* 
Vicar  of  Everton,  and  asks,  If  he  supports  his  asser- 
tions against  niuctre  obedicute  by  arguments  ?  Yes, 
he  does,  aud  some  of  them  are  so  plausible,  that  the 
limple  can  hardly  avoid  being  deceived  by  them  ;  nay, 
and  some  of  the  judicious  too  i  For  asking,  last 
iuiQQier,a  sensible  clergyman,  what  part  of  Mr.  Ber- 
rldge's  book  lie  admired  most,  he  convinced  me  of  the 
ncasonableness  of  this  publication,  by  replying,  "  I 
think  him  most  excellent  upon  Sincere  Obedience." 
A  glaring  proof  this,  thai  the  imi>i>>siuili!y  of  deceiving 
the  very  elect  is  not  absolute,  and  that  our  Lord  did 
not  give  them  an  impctiiiunt  camion,  when  he  laid, 
'  Take  heed  that  no  man  deceive  you.'  But  let  as 
hear  Mr.  Berridge. 

P.  24.  "  Perhaps  you  think  that  Christ  came  to 
shorten  man's  duty,  and  make  it  more  feasible  by 
shoving  a  commandment  out  of  Moses's  tables,  as  the 
Papists  have  done  ;  or  by  liu'i'ini:  ami  [frit  all  the 
commandments,  as  the  moralists  do.  Thus  sincere 
obedience,  instead  of  perfect,  is  now  considered  ai 
the  law  of  works.  But  if  Jesus  Christ  came  lo  shorten 
man's  duty,  he  came  to  give  us  a  licence  to  sin.  For 
duty  cannot  be  shortened  without  breaking  command- 
ments. And  thus  Christ  becomes  a  minister  of  tin 
with  a  witness,  and  must  be  tanked  at  the  head  of 
Antiuouiian  preachers," — To  this  specious  argument 
I  reply  > 

(1.)  After  the  fall,  Christ  was  given  in  (he  promise 
to  mankind  as  a  Mediator  ;  and  '  help  was  laid  upon 
him'  to  make  man's  duty  (as  a  redeemed  sinner) 
feasible.  To  deny  it,  is  to  deny  'man's  redemption. 
At  that  first  promulgation  of  the  gospel,  what  St.  Pattl 
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calls  '  the  law  of  faith/  and  St.  James,  «  the  law  of 
liberty/  took  place.  This  gracious  law  has  been  in 
force  under  all  the  dispensations  of  the  everlasting 
gospel  ever  since.  Aud  according  to  its  tenour,  in 
the  day  or  judgment,  we  shall  ''be  justineo!  or  con- 
demned/ (Matt.  xH,  37.)— (2.)  To  M«crt  that  «  the 
law  of  liberty/  or  '  the  law  of  faith/  requires  of  114 
paradisaical  innocence,  and  such  a  perfection  Of  bodily 
and  ratlbnal  powers  as  Adam  had  Wfdrt  tbe  fa!lA  is 
to  set  Christ's  mediation  aside :  And  to  suppose, 
that  it  leaves  ns  just  where  ft  found1  us,  that  is,  tmder 
the  old  Adamic  Covenant.— (3.)  «  The  law  of  liberty' 
"  neither  shoves  out,  pares,  nor  clips"  any  moral  com- 
mandment ;  for  it  condemns  a  man  for.  tbe  'adultery 
of  the  eye,  as  well  as  for  gross  fornication  ;  and  for 
the  murder  of  the  tongue  or  heart,  as  well  as  for 
manual  assassination  ;  and  it  requires  us  to1'  lore  (5od 
with  all  our  heart,  and  our  neighbour  as  ouraefve*/ 
according  to  the  light  of  our  dispensation,  and  the 
talent  of  power  we  have  received  from  above.  He 
that  '  keeps  this  whole  law,  and  -breaks  it  in  one 
point/  (as  Saul  did  in  the  matter  of  Agag,  David  !h 
the  matter  of  Uriah,  Judas  in  the  matter  of  Mammon, 
some  Corinthians  and  Galatians  in  bitiug  one  another, 
and  some  of  the  Christians  to  whom  St.  James  wrote, 
in  despising  the  poor,  and  shewing  a  mean  partiality 
to  the  rich,) — he,  I  say,  that  knowingly  and  wilfully 
'  breaks  this  law  in  one  point,  is  guilty  of  all ;'  and  he 
remains  under  the  curse  of  it,  till  he  has  repented, 
and  resumed  the  obedience  of  faith.  Therefore,  when 
our  Lord  substituted  the  law  of  liberty  for  the  law  ot' 
innocence,  he  neither  "  gave  us  a  liceuce  to  sin/'  nor 
"  became  a  minister  of  sin  with  a  witness1,"  as  Mr. 
Berridge  rashly  affirms. — (4.)  The  fourth  Mosaic  com- 
mandment allows  '  no  manner  of  work/  but  the  fast 
edition  of  the  law  of  liberty  allows  all  manner  of  works 
of  necessity  and  mercy  to  be  done  on  the  Sabbath.  Our 
Lord,  therefore,  dispenses  with  the  uucommon  rigour, 
with  which  the  Jews  observed  the  sacred  day :  And 
if  Mr.  Berridge  will- call  that  indulgence  "  clippiut; 
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paring,"  or  altering  the  Fourth  Commandment,  he 
is  if  liberty;  but  if  we  break  a  commandment  in 
availing  ourselves  of  our  Lord's  gracious  dispensation, 
why  does  Mr.  Berridge  allow  his  man  sen-ant,  his 
maid  servant,  or  his  horse  to  work  on  the  i-aninlay  I 
Why  docs  he  not  keep  the  seventh  day  holy,  "  like 
the  circumcised  race !" 

(5.)  Innocent  man,  with  unimpaired  powers,  could 
yield  perfect  obedience  to  the  law  of  innocence  ;  there- 
fore that  law  made  no  allowance,  no  provision,  for 
any  deficiency  in  duty.  Not  so  '  the  law  of  liberty  ;" 
for  although  it  allows  no  wilful  sin,  yet  it  does  not 
reject  sprinkler!,  ttiniiiji  as  yet .  iui perfect,  obedience. 
Nor  does  it,  as  some  divines  would  persuade  the  world, 
crtr-e  the  bud,  because  it  is  not  yet  the  blossom,  uor 
flit-  blossom,  because  ills  not  yet  the  fruit,  nor  the  IVoit 
because  it  is  not  yet  ripe;  provided  it  tends  to  matu- 
rity, and  liarbours  not  insincerity,  the  worm  that 
destroys  evangelical  obedience.  It  declares,  that  our 
works  of  faith  arc  a>  iTp'rd  according  to  what  we  have, 
and  not  according  to  what  we  have  not.  It  graciously 
receives  from  an  Heathen,  the  obedience  of  an  Heathen; 
and  from  a  babe  in  Christ,  the  obedience  of  a  babe. 
And  instead  of  sentencing  to  hell  the  man,  whose 
pound  has  only  gained  five  pounds,  and  in  whom  the 
seed  of  the  word  has  only  produced  thirty-fold:  it 
kindly  allows  him  half  the  reward  of  him  whose  pound 
lias  eairied  ten  pounds,  or  iu  whom  the  seed  has 
brought  forth  sixty-fold.  But  it  shews  no  mercy  to 
the  unprofitable  servant,  who  buries  his  talent;  and  it 
threatens  with  sorer  punishment  the  wicked  servant 
who  '  turns  the.  grace  of  God  into  laaciviousuess.' 

(fi.)  "  Thus  sincere  obedience  is  now  considered  as 
the  law  of  works."  Not  so;  But  it  is  considered, 
even  by  judicious  Calvinists,  as  that  obedience  which 
the  law  of  liberty  accepts  of,  by  winch  it  is  fulfilled, 
and  through  which  believers  shall  be  justified  in  the 
great  day.  1  might  fill  a  volume  with  quotations  from 
their  writings  ;  but  three  or  four  will  sulllciently  prove 
my  assert  ion  .—Joseph  Alleiue,  that  zealous  and  sue 
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cessfn)  preacher,  says,  in  his  Sure  Guide  to  Jleattn,  or 
Alarm  to  the  Unconverted,  Loud.  1705,  (p,  153,  IS-i,) 
"  The  ternia  of  mercy,"  (he  should  have  said,)  "  Tiie 
terms  of  eternal  salvation  are  brought  as  low  aa  possi- 
ble to  [you.  God  has  stooped  aa  low  to  tinners  aa 
with  honour  he  can.  He  will  not  be  thought  a  faiitor 
of  siu,  nor  slain  the  glory  of  his  holiness  ;  and  whither 
conld  he  come  lower  than  he  hath,  unless  he  should  do 
this  ?  He  has  abated  the  impossible  terms  of  the 
first  covenant.  (Actsxvi.31;  Prov.  xsviii.  13.)  tiv 
does  nut  impose  any  thiiii;  nuriMi-iitiiLtiiL'  or  impossible, 
as  a  condition  of  life."— Allei  ne  should  have  said, 
at  a  condition  of  eternal  life  in  glory:  fw  God  in 
Christ  most  freely  gives  us  an  initial  life  of  grace, 
before  be  puts  \\s  upon  performing  any  terms,  in  order 
to  an  eternallife  nf  gtorg,  "  Two  things  were  neces- 
sary to  be  done  by  yon  according  to  the  first  covenant, 
&c.     And  for  future  obedience,  here  he  is  content  tu 

yield  to  your  we.ikne-s  imil  remit  On1  ri>; '.     He  does 

not  stand  upon  [legal]  perfection,  Ac,  but  is  content  to 
accept  nf  sincerity."      (Gen.  Jtvii.  11.) 

Matthew  Mead,  in  his  treatise  on  The  Gooi  of 
Early  Obedience,  London,  lfi93,  (p.  402,)  wiy«,  "  It 
must  be  an  upright  and  sincere  oliediencp.  '  Walk 
before  me,  and  be  thou  perfect.'  (Gen.  ivii.  1.)  W 
the  mai'gent  il  is,  ibtccre  or  it/iri«M.  sin  Llinr  sincerity 
and  uprightness  is  new  covenant  perfection.  The 
perfection  of  urate  in  heaven  is  e'oty  i  hnt  the  per- 
fection of  grace  on  earth  is  sincerity."  Mr.  Henry 
perfectly  agrees  with  Mr.  Mead,  when  he  thus  com- 
ments upon  Gen.  vi.  9  :  "  *  Noah  was  a  just  man 
and  perfect:'  He  was  perfect,  not  with  a  sinless 
perfection,  (according  to  the  first  covenant,)  but  a 
"     '  n  of  sincerity.    And  it  is  well  for  us,   that. 


gospel  perfection  !" — Hence  it  is  that  Or.  Owen  say« 
S  believer,  aa  such,  shall  he  tried,  judged,  ami  justiiicil 
"  by  his  own  personal  sincere  obedience."  (OfJutli- 
Jlcttlon,  p.   111.)     By  comparing  these  fair  quotation* 


<Mtit  Mi\  lit  j  rid  lie's  argument,  my  reader,  witliont 
having  the  .sagacity  of  •'  an  old  fox,"  will  see,  that 
AiuJatunianisra  hits  lo.it  nil  decency  in  our  days,  nod 
■'HM  aiiinmud  to  tall  "  jack  -o  -Ian  lev  a,"  &c,  what 
rte  sober  OlliUUli  of  the  last  century  called  gospel 
puifra'nin. 

■  l-Uaettj-i  To  insinuate,  a."  Mr.  Ben-idgc  rjocs,  that 
"  ITfcrist  becomes  a  minister  of  sin  with  a  witness, 
all  &  mint  he  ranfatd  lit  the  head  of  the  Autiuomian 
j*»:ichers;"  because  he  hns  substituted  the  law  of 
Jlbrrty  for  the  old  Adamic  covenant,  is  something  so 
iilpivalelul  in  a  believer,  ?o  astonishing  in  a  gospeK 
Winiatel',  that— But  1  spare  the  pion.  Vintr  of  Everton, 
and  rise  ngsinst  thee,  U  Ciisplanity  1  Thou  hast 
WrltuPed  that  man  of  Cod,  aad  upon  thee  1  charge  his 
l>ilM  mistake.  However,  he  will  permit  tue  to 
(((include  this  answer  ti>  his  shrewd  argument  by  the 
■following  ujiiery ;  If  "  Christ  becomes  a  minister  of 
kin,  and  limit  be  ranked  at  the  head  of  Anlinomian 
"iwesehers,"  for  placing  us  under  the  law  of  liberty, 
-wfclch  curses  a  fallen  believer  that  breaks  it  in  one 
flint,  (though  it  should  he  only  by  secretly  harbour- 
in:  malice  dr  lust  in  his  heart,;  what  must  wc  say  of 
ike  divines,  who  give  us  to  understand,  that  believers 
We  rot  under  the  law  preached  by  St.  James,  but 
■finder  directions  or  "  rules  of  life,"  which  they  may 
break  unto  adultery  and  murder,  without  ceasing  to  be 
God's  pleasant  children,  and  men  after  his  own  heart  ? 
— Jln-t  theje  popular  men  be  ranked  at  the  head,  or 
at  the  full  of  the  Antinmniaii  preachers  ? 
fbjJj  $4_  Mr.  Berridtre  advances  auotlier  argnment. 
"  If  sincere  obediente  means  any  thing,  it  must  sig- 
nify, either  duins  what  y«n  can,  or  doing  whit  yon 
SHiU"— r  apprehend  It  means  neither  the  one  uor  the 
other,  bnt  doing  with  uprightness  what  we  know  God 
requires  of  us,  according  t»  the  disputation  of  grace 
which  we  are  under;  meekly  lamenting  our  deficien- 
cies, and  aspiring  at  doing  all  hetter  and  better  everj 
ilny.  "  So  we  are  [not]  got  upon  the  old  swampy 
ground  again,"  but  stand  upon  the  Rock  of  Ages,  and 
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there  defend  the  law  of  liberty  against  mistaken  Soli- 
fidians. 

P.  27.  Mr.  Berridge,  instead  of  shewing-  that  our 
obedience  is  insincere,  if  we  lire  in  sin,  and  denpiM 
Christ's  sal  cation,  goes  On  mowing  down  all  sincere 
obedience  without  distinction. — "  I  pei  reive,"  sayi  he, 
"  yon  are  not  vet  disposed  to  renouoce  sincere  obedi- 
ence ;"  And,  to  engine  us  to  it,  lie  advances  another 
argument,  which,  if  it  were  sound,  would  demolish, 
not  only  "  sincere  obedience,"  but  true  repentance, 
faith  unfeigned,  and  all  Christianity.  To  answer  it, 
therefore,  1  only  need  to  produce  it ;  substituting  (he 
words  true  repentance,  or  faith  unfeigntd,  for  "  sincere 
obedieni'c."  which  Mr.  Hrnidite  ildicules,  thus  ! 

"  You  might  have  reason  to  complain,  If  God  had 
made  sincere  obedience,  [I  say,  true  repentance,  or 
faith  nnfeiitneil .]  a  riiriuisirjn  of  salvation  :  Much  talk 
of  it  there  if,  like  the  good  man  in  the  moon,  yet  none 
eotild  ever  ken  it.  I  dare  defy  the  scribe*  to  tell  me 
truly  what  shu'ere  [ii'iirutaiio]  is:  Whether  it  meant! 
[leavinp]  half  my  sins,  or  one  fiftieth,  or  one  hnndvnltli 
part ;  [shedding]  half  [a  score  of  learn,]  •  or  fifty,  or 
one  houdred.  I  dare  defy  all  the  lawyers  in  the  world 
to  tell  me,  whether  [Faith  unfeigned,]  means  [believinjr] 
half  fthe  Bible]  or  three  quarters,  Or  one  quarter,  or 
one  fiftieth,  or  one  hundredth  part ;  Or,  whether  it 
means  [believing  with*]  half  [a  grain  of  the  faittiwhicli 
removesarnountain  load  of  guilt,]  or  one  fiftieth,  or 
one  hundredth  part  [of  a  grain  :  Or  whether  it  implies 
believing  with  all  our  hearts,  Or  with]  lialr,  or  three 
quarters,  or  one  quarter,  &c.  Where  mnst  we  draw 
the  line  >  It  surely  needs  a  magic  waod  to  draw  it."  " 
(See  p.  37,  4c.) 

Mr.  Berridge  turns  his  ntuuing  argumentagaiustsiu* 
cere  obedience,  like  the  cherub's  sword,  '  every  way." 

■  Mr.  Rerrii!^;  Snvit<sme  tlnii  ti>  titan  Jiis  i)ail  flrglimtint  agaiiut 
ituceiu  obnlie  iur  ;   4p.94,L-lS:l   "  1  have  tutu  irayin^  fifteen  jean 

hutfa  erain— J™usa>sui"T(«itton*>n5lfi(ni",«*.,  would  nmi)i| 
■  MUDUm  lend  of  guilt  from  too  conwiaiM,"  &e. 


'I'ake  two  more  instances  of  his  skill  i  Siill  giving  me 
leave  to  level  at  faith  unfeigned,  "  the  total  term  of  all 
solvation,"  what  he  says,  against  sincere  obedience. — 
P.  28.  "  If  God  haa  made  sincere  obedience  [I  retort, 
faith  unfeigned]  the  condition  [or  term]  of  salvation, 
he  would  certainly  have  drawn  the  line,  aud  marked 
out  the  boundary  precisely,  because  our  life  depended 
<in  it."— P.  28.  "  Sincere  obedience  [1  continue  to 
say,  faith  unfeigned]  is  called  a  condition  [or  a  term] 
and  no  one  knows  what  it  is,  &c.  O  fine  condition  ! 
Surely  Satan  was  the  author  of  it." — 

P.  24,  "  It  is  Satan's  catch- word  for  the  gospel." — 
P.  38.  It  is  "  nothing  but  a  Jack  o'  Lantern,  dancing 
here  and  there  and  every  where,"  &c.  For,  p.  29, 
"  If  God  has  drawu  no  boundary,  man  must  draw  it, 
and  will  draw  it  where  he  pleaseth.  Sincere  obedience 
[1  still  retort,  sincere  repentance,  or  true  faith]  thus 
becomes  a  nose  of  wax,  and  is  so  lingered  as  to  fit 
exactly  every  human  face.  1  look  upou  this  doctrine 
as  the  devil's  masterpiece,"  &c. 

And  i  luok  upon  these  assertions,  as  the  masterpiece 
ofAntinoniiau  rashness,  and  Geneva  logic  in  the  month 
of  the  pious  Vicar  of  Evertou.  Is  it  not  surprising, 
that  lie  who  unmasks  the  Christian  IForld,  should  be 
so  hood-winked  by  Calvinism,  as  not  to  sec,  that  there 
are  as  many  false  professors  of  sincere  repentance  and 
true  faith,  a-s  then'  rue  of  sincere  obedience  ;  that  even 
ihcTurksivill  themselves  Mussulmen,  or  true  believers  ; 
and  that  he  has  full  as  much  reason  to  call  sincere 
repentance,  or  true  faith,  "  a  rotten  buttress,  a  nose  of 
wax,  a  paper-kite,  a  Jacko'  Lantern,"  &c,  as  sincere 
obedience  ? 

What  a  touch  lias  this  learued  divine  given  here  to 
the  Ark  of  God,  in  order  to  prop  up  that  of  Calvin  ? 
And  how  happy  is  it  for  religion,  that  this  grand  argu- 
ment against  obedience,  repentance,  and  faith,  is 
founded  upon  an  hypothetical  proposition,  (p.  29, 1. 
8,)  "  If  God  has  drawn  no  boundary  !"  This  supposi- 
tion Mr:  B.  takes  for  granted,  though  it  is  evidently 
false  j  the  boundaries  of  sincere  obedience  being  full 
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:arly  drawn  in  (he  scriptures,  as  those  of  true 
f  nice,  .iini  faith  unfeigned. 
i  himself,  without  "  a  magic  wand,"  has  "  drawn 
He,"  both  in  every  man's  conscience,  and  in  his 
in  word.  The  line  of  Jewish  obedience  is  drawn 
rer  the  Old  Testament,  especially  Exod.  sx.  P». 
Ezek.  xviii.  and  Mic.  vi.  8,  The  line  of  Chrii- 
obediencc  ia  exactly  drawn  all  over  the  New 
men  t,  and  most  particularly  in  iiur  Lord's  Sermon 
le  Mount:  And  the  line  of  Heathen  faith  and 
ence  is,  without  the  scripture,  drawn  in  every 
t,  by  the  gracious  '  light  that  enlightens  every 
who  comes  into  the  world.'  Through  this  light 
Mahometans  and  Heathens  may  '  believe  that  God 
ad  that  he  is  a  rewardcr  of  those  who  diligently 
bim;' and  by  this  faith  they  may' work  rightcoui- 
'  do  to  others  as  they  would  he  done  by,  and  so 
1  the  law  of  liberty,'  according  to  their  dispensa- 
Anil  that  some  do,  is  evident  from  these  words 
I  apostle  :  '  When  the  Gentiles,  who  have  not  the 
ten]  taw,  do  by  nature  [iu  its  present  state  of 
1  restoration,  without  any  other  assieta nee  than 
vhich  divine  grace  vouchsafes  to  all  men  unfer- 
tile things  contained  in  the  law:  These  having 
frittcuj  law,  are  a  law  unto  themselves,  and  shew 
York  [or  precepts]  of  the  law  written  in  their 
s  ;  their  conscience  also  bearing  witness,  and 
thoughts  accusing  or  excusing  one  another.' 
"i.  14, 15.)  Therefore,  the  dreadful  Mow,  in- 
eutly  struck  at  all  religion  through  the  side  of 
;  obedience,  is  happily  given  with  a  broken 
Christianity  stands  :  The  important  term  of 
obedience,  with  respect  to  adult  persons,  has 
in,  but  God  for  its  author  ;  and  Anlinoinianism 
and  more  "  unmasked." 

these  are  not  all  Mr.  Berridge's  objections 
t  sincere  obedience  :  For,  (p,  30,)  he  says,  "  If 
e  a  condition  iu  the  gospel- covenant,  then 
ast  make  the  whole  of  it."  Why  so  !  May  not 
tud  repentance,  so  long  as  they  continue  true  and 


lively,  produce  good  works,  their  proper  fruit  *  WJij> 
most  the  fruit '  uiake  the  whole' of  the  tree  r  Besides, 
works  being  the  evidencing  cau.'e  of  our  salvation, 
according  to  the  gospel,  you  have  no  warrant  from 
scripture  to  say,  they  must  make  the  whole  rau-e  of  ir. 
They  agree  extremely  well  with  faith,  the  instrumental 
cause  ;  witti  Chrlafa  blood,  tlie  properly  meritorious 
cause  ;  and  with  God's  mercy,  the  first  moving  cause, 
Jlay  I  not  affirm,  that  the  motion  of  tlie  fourth  wheel 
of  a  clock  is  absolutely  necessary  to  its  pointing  the. 
hour,  without  suppo-inx  that  such  a  wheel  must  make 
the  whole  of  the  wheel-work  >  0  how  hai-e  the  lean 
kiue,  ascending  out  of  the  lake  of  Geneva,  eaten  those 
that  fed  so  long  near  the  rrrarOUtf  ! 

But  you  add,  (p.  311,)  "  Sincere  obedience  as  a  Con- 
di thin  will  lead  ton  unaeiiiiliiliiv  up  to  perfect  obedience," 
And  suppose  it  should,  pray,  where  would  be  the  mis- 
fortune !  Is  it  right  to  frighten  the  Christian  world 
from  sincere  obedience,  by  holding  out  to  their' view 
Christian  perfection,  as  if  it  were  Medusa's  fearful 
head  ?  Arc  we  not  commanded  to  '  go  on  to  perfect  ion  '■' 
Was  not  this  one  of  our  Lord's  complaints  against  the 
Church  of  Sardis,  '  1  have  not  fouud  thy  works  perfect 
before  God  ?'  Does  no!  St.  Paul  sum  up  all  the  law, 
or  all  obedience,  in  love  ?  And  does  not  St.  John  make 
honourable  mention  of  perfect  love,  and  excite  those 
who  are  '  not  made  perfect  in  love,  to  have  fellowship 
with  him  ;'  and  with  those  who  could  say,  '  Our  love 
U  made  perfect  ?'  (1  John  iv.  17.)  Why  then  should 
the  world  be  driven  from  sincere,  by  the  fear  of  per- 
feet  obedience  ?  Especially  as  our  Lord  never  required 
absolute  perfection  from  arehuneels,  much  less  from 
fallen  man  :  The  perfection  which  he  kindly  rails  ui 
to,  being  nothing  but  a  faithful  improvement  of  our 
talents,  according  to  the  proportion  of  tlie  grace  given 
OS,  and  the  standard  of  the  dispensation  we  are  under. 
So  that,  upon  this  footing,  he  whose  one  talent  gains 
another,  obeys  as  perfectly  in  his  degree,  as  he 
whose  Hie  talents  gain  five  more.  Notwithstanding  all 
those    'fishers  of   men,'    who 
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the  streams  of  truth,  to  drive  the  fishes  frum 
.tiau  perfection  into  the  Antinoroian  act;  God  Is 
m  austere  master,  unci)  less  a  foolish  one.  He 
not  expect  to  reap  where  he  has  not  sown  :  OrV> 

wheat  where  he  sows  only  barley.    Tbote  g*a- 

words  of  our  Lord,  repeated  four  times  ii>  the1 
■!,  might  alone  silence  them  that  dhjcourtuje 
rcrs  from  going  on  to  the  perfection  of  obedience 
iar  to  their  dispensation,  '  To  every  one  that  hath' 
rpaae,  shall  be  given,  and  he  shall  have  abund- 
'  he  shall  attain  the  perfection  of  his  dispensation  j 

from  hiui  that  hath  not,'  hecsnse  he  baries  bit  ■ 
t,  under  pretence  that  his  Lord  requires  unatuiui  ■ 
iliedicnce,  '  shall  be  taken  away  even  that  which 
ith."  (Compare  Matt.  xiii.  12,  with  Mau.  xxv.  36, 
:  iv.  24,  and  Luke  viii.  18.) 

e  two  last  argnments  of  Mr.  Berridge  against  sin-' 
obedience  may  be  retorted  thns :  (1.)  If  nMuftKl 
idition  (or  term)  in  the  gospel  covenant,  then 
oinst  make  the  whole  of  it.  But  if  this  be  tnw,  ■' 
becomes  of  Christ's  obedience  uuto  death  ?  Tea 
,  Faith  necessarily  supposes  it.  But  you  cansmj 
■e  :  I  follow  yon  step  by  step,  and  say,  The  works 
id  for,  necessarily  suppose  not  only  our  Lord's 
ence  unto  death,  bat  faith,  which  you  call  "  the 
term  of  all  salvation."  (2.)  Vou  say,  «  Sincere 
ence  as  a  condition  will  lead  you  unavoidably  dp 
rfeet  obedience."  And  I  retort;  Faith  unfeigned, 
:enn  or  condition,  will  lead  you  unavoidably  np 
rfect  fnith  i  For  if  '  the  law  of  liberty'  commands 

love  God  '  with  all  our  soul,'  it  charges  us  also 


See  A  CoUtclioH  of  Divine  Sum;:  by  J.  IlenidSe.M.A., 
_&c,  p.  178. 

To  conclude  :  Another  argument  U  often  urged  by 
this  pious  author  to  render  the  doctrine  of  a  believer's 
fiual  justification  by  the  evidcuce  of  works  odious  to 
bumble  souls.  He  takes  it  for  granted  that  it  encou- 
rages boasting  ;  still  coa founding  the  works  of  faith, 
which  he  at  times  recommends  as  well  aa  I,  with,  the 
Phaiisairal  works  of  unbelief,  which  I  perpetually 
decry  as  well  as  he.  But  even  this  argument,  Jabout 
which  the  Calvinists  make  so  much  noise,  may  be  re- 
torted, thus :  There  is  as  much  danger  of  being 
proud  of  one's  faith,  as  of  oue's  works  of  faith  :  And 
if  Mr.  Berridge  presses  me  with  Bom.  iii.  21 ,  '  Bgpst- 
iug  is  excluded  by  the  law  nf  faith ;'  I  reply,  that  the 
works  1  plead  for  being  the  works  of  faith,  his  argu- 
ment makes  as  much  for  me  as  for  him  ;  and  1  press 
him  in  my  turn  with  Horn.  si.  IB,  20,  '  Boast  not  thy- 
self against  the  branches.  Thou  staudest  by  faith.  Be 
uot  high-minded,  but  fear.'  Which  shews,  it  is  as 
possible,  to  be  proud  of  faith,  as  of  the  works  of  faith. 
Nor  can  a  believer  boast  of  the  latter,  unless  his  humble 
faith  begins  to  degenerate  into  vain  fancy. 

Such  are  the  capital  ubji vtiuns,  that  Mr.  Bet-ridge, 
in  his  unguarded  zeal  for  the  first  gospel  axiom,  has 
advanced  against  the  second.  Should  he  attempt  to 
exculpate  himself  by  saying,  that  alibis  arguments 
against  sincere  obedience  are  levelled  at  the  hypocri- 
tical obedience  which  Pharisaic  boasters  aoiaetimcs 
eall  sincere  ■  1  reply,  (1.)  It  is  a  pity  he  never  one* 
(old  his  readers  so,— (3.)  It  1;  surprising,  that  lie  who 
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unmasks  the  Christian  World,  should  so  mask  himself, 
as  to  say  just  the  reverse  of  what  he  means. — (3.)  If  he 
really  designs  to  attack.insincere  obedience,  why  does 
he  not  attack  it  as  insincere  ?  And  why  does  he  ad- 
vance no  arguments  against  it,  but  such  as  would  give 
the  deepest  wound  to  truly  sincere  obedience,  if  they 
were  conclusive  ? — (4.)  What  would  Mr.Berridge  say 
of  me,  if  I  published  an  impious  essay  against  divine 
worship  in  general,  and,  to  vindicate  my  owe  conduct, 
gave  it  out,  some  months  after,  that  I  only  meant  to 
attack  "  the  worship  of  the  host,"  which  makes  a  part 
of  what  the  Papists  call  "  divine  -worship  ?"  Would 
so  lam*  an  excuse  clear  me  before  the  unprejudiced 
worM'»— But,  (5.)  The  worst  is,  that  if  Calvinism  Is 
trae,  all  Mr.  Berridge's  arguments  are  as  conclusive 
against  evangelical,  sincere  obedience,  as  against  the 
hypocritical  works  of  Pharisees :  For,  if  Christiana 
(who  have  time  to  add  the  works  chiefly  recommended 
by  St.  James,  to  the  faith  chiefly  preached  by  St.  Paul) 
hare  a  full,  inamissible  title  to  final  justification  without 
those  works,  nay  with  the  most  horrid  works,  such  as 
adultery  and  murder :  Is  it  not  evident  that  the  pass* 
port  of  good  works  and  sincere  obedience,  is  as  need- 
less  to  their  eternal  salvation,  as  "  a  rotten  buttress* 
a  paper  kite,  or  a  jack-o'-lantern  ?" 
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SECTION  IV. 
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When  Mr.  Btrridge  grants,  "  that  our  Damnation  it 
wholly  from  ourielcei,"  lit  grants  that  our  Salvation 
u  suspended  upon  tome  Term,  which  through  Grace 
me  haee  poircr  to  fulfil;  and  in  this  Case,  Uncondi- 
tional Heprvliiitinii,  .ihs.,iulr  Elucti'm,  said  Finished 
Salvation,  are  false  Doctrinei .-  and  Calvin' t  whale 
System  stands  upon  a  sandy  Foundation. 

When  a  man  grant*  me  two  jnd  two,  be  grants  me 
four;  he  cannot  help  it.  If  he  exclaims  against  me 
for  drawing  (he  necessary  inference,  he  only  exposes 
himself  before  men  of  sense.— Mr.  Berridge,  (p.  190,) 
full  j  grants  the  second  gospel-axiom:  "  Our  damna- 
tion," Fiiys  he,  "  la  wholly  from  ourselves  :"  Never- 
theless he  declares,  fp.  26.)  that  there  h  "  an  absolute 
impossibility  of  being  justified  [or  saved]  in  any  man- 
ner by  our  works  ;"  and  part  of  his  hook  seems  levelled 
at  this  proposition  of  the  Minutes,  "  Salvation  not  by 
the  merit  of  works,  but  by  works  as  a  condition." 
Now,  If  I  am  not  mistaken,  hy  granting  the  above- 
mentioned  gospel-axiom,  as  all  moderate  Calviniats  do, 
he  grants  me  Mr  Wesley's  proposition,  together  with 
the  demolition  of  Calvinism.    For, 

1.  If  my  damnation  is  wholly  from  myself,*  it  ii 
not  the  necessary  consequence  of  an  absolute,  eflkacions 
decree  of  no ti -election,  for  then  my  damnation  would 
be  wholly  from  God.  Nor  is  it  the  necessary  con- 
sequence of  the  devil's  temptation,  for  then  it  would  be 
from  the  devil  :  Nnr  is  it  (upon  the  gospel  plan)  the 
necessary  consequence  of  Adam's  fall  :  Herause,   al- 

«  By  the  worn  wtioBjf,  Mr.  Berridge  cannot  mean  that  our  damn*, 
lion  may  nit  hate  secondary  causw.  sunn  at  a  templing  devil,  an 
alluring  wotM,  *lcked  mrnnauy,  a  bid  book,  ic.  Ho  is  too  whe  to 
deny  it.  All  I  luppoB  ho  means,  as  will  as  myself,  is,  (hat  every 
reprulBte  i>  the  primary,  meritorious  cause  of  hi*  dunnalioo.  Just 
u  divine  (tan;  lu   I  hlM    is  lbs  primary,  meritorious  Muse  of  out 
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;h  I  fell  seminal!)'  into  a  state  of  damnation  in  the 
of  Adam,  yet  the  free  gift  enme  semiuully  upon 
li  well  as  opou  all  men,  unto  initial  justification  ; 
was  no  less  in  Adam,  when  God  raided  him  tip 
e  true  promise  of  a  Mediator,  than  when  he  fell 
e  lying  promise  of  the  tempter. 
<w,  if  my  damnation  is  neither  from  any  uncon- 
ial  decree  of  reprobation,  nor  from  the  fall  of 
I,  what  becomes  of  Apollo  and  his  sister  the  great 
i?  What  becomes  of  absolute  reprobation,  and 
nwparable  companion,  unconditional  election  ? 
I  becomes  of  all  the  horror,;  thai  St.  Paul  is  sup- 

I  to  father  upon  the  God  of  love,  Horn,  ix  ?  In  a 
,  What  becomes  of  Calvinism  ? 
kin.  If ."  my  damnation  is  wholly  from  myself," 
jst  Judge  of  all  the  earth  must  damn  mc  person - 
jr  something,  which  he  had  put  it  iu  my  power 
mally  to  do  or  to  leave  undone.  My  damnation  then, 

consequently  my  salvati is  i.en'^urily  suspended 

ime  term  or  condition,  the  performance  or  uon. 
rmauce  of  which  is  at  my  option.  Nut  is  light  more 
ary  to  darkness,  than  these  two  propositions  of 
ierridgeare  to  each  other,  "Our  damnation  it 
ly  from  ourselves  i"  And,  "  St.  Paul  plainly  shutn 

II  works  of  sincere  obedience,  as  a  condition"  of 
ial  salvation.  On  the  first  stand  the  Minutes  and 
Ihecks;  on  the  second,  Calvinism  and  Antino- 
istn.  And  as  some  of  Mr.  Berridge's  readers  eati- 
■eceivetwo  incompatible  propositions,   they  desire 

ow  which  of  them  we  must  give  to  the  winds,  with 

aper  kite  of  sincere  obedience  .' 

tope  that  gentleman  will  not  endeavour  to  screen 

nism  by  saying,  that  the  reprobates  arc  damned 

ly  for  their  personal  sins,  and  therefore  "  their 
nation  is  wholly  from  themselves."  An  illustra- 
will  easily  shew  the  fallacy  of  this  argument,  hy 

■(Calvinism  i*  frequently  kept  iu  countenance. 

monarch,  in  whose  dominions  all  children  an; 
rally  bom  lame,  makes  a  law,  that  all  who  shall 
*alk  tlrai^ht  before  a  certain  daj,  shall  be  ca».  I 


, 


iuto  a  fiery  furnace.  The  terrible  day  comes,  and  my- 
riads of  lame  culprits  stand  before  iiini.  His  anger 
smokes  against  them,  and  with  a  stretched-out  ami  he 
thunders  :  Depart  from  uie,  ye  cursed,  into  that  place 
of  torment  prepared  for  obstinate  offenders  ;  for  when 
I  bid  you  walk  upright,  ye  persisted  to  go  lame.  Go, 
burn  to  all  eternity,  and,  as  ye  burn,  clear  my  justice  ; 
Had  remember,  that  "  your  misery  is   wholly   from 

"Wholly  from  onrselves  !''  they  reply  with  one 
voice :  "  Was  it  ever  in  our  power  not  to  be  boru 
lame  ;  or  to  walk  upright  in  our  crippled  condition  ? 
Wast  not  tliou  ;iii|ii:iiiiUil  ivitli  our  natural  misfortune? 
When  a  wonderful  man  came  into  thy  kingdom,  10 
heal  the  lame,  did.-i  ilion  iu>l  order  that  lie  should  pas! 
ns  by  i  If  he  and  his  servants  have  tantalized  us  with 
general  offers  of  a  free  cure,  dost  thou  not  know,  they 
were  co ni pi i mental,  lying  offers  ?  Hast  thou  forgotten, 
how  thou  ordered 51  the  loving  Physician  who  wept 
over,  us  never  to  prepare  one  drop  oT  his  purple  tinc- 
tutefor  us  ?  And  how  thy  '  secret  will'  bound  us  with 
the  invisible  chains  of  jii  illicaiinua  decree  of  preterU 
tion.thatwe  might  never  come  at  that  precious  remedy  ? 
la  a  word,  was  it  not  from  the  liedimitii:  thy  fixt  deter- 
mination, that  as  we  were  born  lame  and  helpless  sub- 
jects to  thy  crown  ;  so  we  should  remain  the  lame  and 
remediless  victims  of  thy  wrath?  If  therefore  thou 
wilt  shew  the  boundless  extent  of  thy  grim  sove- 
reignty, by  cast  log  us  into  ili:it  rhinitm  .ilivss,  do  it;  for 
we  cannot  icsist  thee  '  Hut  d»  noi  preteiii!  (hat  we  have 
pulled  down  tliy  wrath  upon  ns.  Rob,  O  rob  ns  not 
of  the  only  alleviation,  that  our  deplorable  case  can 
admit  of,  viz.,  the  comfort  of  thinking,  that  our  de- 
struction is  not  from  ourselves.  If  thou  wilt  be  fierce 
as  a  lion,   at  least  be  not  hypocritical  as  a  crocodile." 

"  Hear,  ye  heavens,"  replies  the  absolute  monarch, 
"  give  ear,  O  earth,  and  judge  of  the  justice  of  my 
proceedings  against  these  lame  culprits,  hi  consequence 
of  a  permissive,  efficacious  decree  of  mine,  five  or  six 
thousand  years   ago,  one  of  their  ancestors  brought 


TO   ASTINOMMMSM.  »» 

lameness  upon  himself  anil  upon  them  i  Therefore 
their  necessary  lameness,  and  the  fearful  destruction 
with  which  I  am  going  to  punish  their  lame  steps,  are 
wholly  bum  themselves.  Are  not  my  ways  equal,  and 
theirs  unequal?  And  far  from  being  a crnrodile  towards 
them,  am  I  not  a  lamb  in  whose  mouth  is  no  guile  ? 
Or  at  least  aliou  who,  like  that  of  the  tribe  of  Juilah, 
ose  my  sovereign  power  only  according  to  the  clearest 
dictates  of  justice  and  equity  (" — "  Out  of  thine  own 
mouth,"  reply  the  wretched  culprits,  "  the  world  Of 
rational  beings  will  condemn  thee,  thou  true  King  of 
terrors  !  Thou  acknowledge. i  that  thousands  of  year* 
before  we  ware  horn, one  of  our  ancestors  brought  upon 
us  the  necessary  lameness,  in  con  si' qui' nee  of  which  we 
must  be  cast  into  that  fiery  furnace,  without  having  cvn- 
had  it  in  our  power  to  take  one  straight  step  ;  and  Jet 
thou  gayest,  that  our  destruction  is  wholly  from  our-' 
selves  !  If  thou  wert  not  lost  to  nil  sense  of  equity  and 
regard  for  truth,  thou  woulilst  say,  that  our  condemn- 
ation is  not  from  ourselves,  but  wholly  from  a  imm 
whom  mostof  us  never  heard  of:  Uuless  thou  wasl 
the  grand  contriver  of  the  tall,  which  brought  on  his 
lameness  and  ours  ;  and  in  that  case  our  destruction. 
is  far  less  from  him  tliiin  fi/im  thyself.  Ik-sides,  thou 
hast  published  adceiec,in  which  thou  declarcst,- They 
shall  say  no  more,  The  fathers  have  eaten  sour  grapes, 
and  the  children's  teeth  are  set  on  edge  ;  but  every  one 
shall  die  for  his  o-.vn  iniquity.  lie  hold  all  .-mils  are  mine, 
ai  the  *o«l  of  the  father,  so  also  the  soul  of  the  sou  is 
Bine.  The  soul  that  sinueth  it  shall  die' the  death 
thoudesignest  us.  Now  iniquity  that  we  cuuld  never 
personally  help,  an  iniquity  caused  by  one  of  our  ances- 
tors, can  never  he  our  own  iniquity,  contradistinguished 
from  that  of  our  fathers.  If  than  didst  cast  all  the 
asses  of  thy  kingdom  into  thy  fiery  furnace,  because 
they  do  not  bray  as  melodiously  as  the  ui^hiin^nle 
lings;  or  all  the  ravens,  because  thry  are  not  as  white 
a«  swans  ;  couldst  thou  with  any  truth  say,  '  Their  tor- 
ments are  wholly  from  themselves?'  And  hast  thou  any 
more  reason  to  say  that  our  perdition  isfromourselvei. 


when  thou  buniest  us  merely  for  our  natural, 
sary  lameness,  aud  for  the  lame  steps  that  it  has 
rally  aud  necessarily  occasioned  ?"' 

The  judicions  reader  will  cuter  into  this  illoiti 
without  being  presented  with  ■  key  of  my  owu  mi 
and  trusting  his  candour  and  good  sense  with  tha 
oeas,  I  draw  the  following  inferences  from  the  a 
goiuel  axiom,  which  Mr.  lierridge  has  explicitly 
ed.  (I.)  God  does  not  prevriricnte,  but  speaks  a  t 
choly  truth,  when  he  says,  '  0  Israel,  thou  ha 
stroyed  thyself.' — (2.)  Every  rep rn bate  is  his  o* 
stroyer,  not  only  lwcnnse  lie  has  wilfully  sinned 
the  justification  mentioned  Rom.  v.  18,  by  which 
fants  are  entitled  lo  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  bi 
became  he  wilfully  rejects  the  salvation  really  pri 
for,  and  sincerely  offered  to  him  in  Christ. —  (3, 
cording  to  the  second  covenant,  we  are  neverin  i 
of  personal  damnation,  till  we  hare  personally  1 
the  talent  of  tliar  ■  trace  ivlihii  hiiiiectli  salvntioi 
bath  appeared  lo  all  men.' — (4.)  Calvinism, 
teaches  the  reprobates  fully  to  exculpate  them.' 
and  justly  to  charge  God  with  shuffling,  lying,  inji 
cruelty,  and  hypoci  i.-y,  is  a  system  that  does  the  i 
bates  infinite  honour,  and  the  divine  perfectioi 
ipeakable  injur)*.  And,  (5.)  When  Mr.  Ik: 
maintains  that  "  our  damnation  is  wholly  from 
selves,"  he  maintains  indirectly,  that  the  JliuuU 
Checks,  which  necessarily  stand  or  fall  with  thai 
pel-axiom,  arc  truly  scriptural.  Thus,  like 
pious  Calviuists,"  he  gives  us  an  excellent  dose  o 

•  The  warm  author  of  s  pamphlet  ensued,  "Dr. 
Ghoat.  or  a  Check  upon  Check*,  being  a  Brltlh:  Tor  AiiUn 
and  ■  Wlilp  for  Pelagian  and  Arminlan  MethodliU," 
this  mono,  '  Without  arc  dofi*.  Hid  whosoever  loveth  and  ] 
a  lie;'  designed,  ii  s'-ltyis,  ii>  whip  Hit  Armjnian  dogs, 
prove  that  Find,  Butter,  Williams,  and  1.  make  a  lie, 
we  rejmsent  Dr.  Crtip  as  an  abettor  of  "  Aminoinlan  * 


toeipel 


to  expel  Autiaamian  poison.  But  who  ihull  li- 
ne nd  it  to  the  Calviuistic  world  f  Mr.  Wesley  they 
11  hear.  My  Checks  they  will  not  read.  Go  then, 


rhey  ate  yet  in   the  gill 

of  bittemesa  an!   in  the  bund  Of 

y,  and  have  not  their  pa 

their   (earful    doom,    an 

every  one  that  lays.  Lob 

,  Lord,  th.il  enter  the  kingdom 

•ill  of  my  Father,  which  is   in 

,"  &c-    Sutnc  licentious,  ungodly  wretches,   1  know,  aeply. 

w  cunningly  tlw  devil  equ 

scales  to  lull  them  asleep  la  then 

ed  that  Christ  jitttili us  1  lie  ungodly. 

a,  he  foils  them  ungodly 

at  ;  bnt  he  does  not  leave  them  uo^mlly  after  he  lias  impfnd 

severance  in  ungodliness  b 

{lity  ariguU,  to.  ranter  9a 

Qgodiiutss,  htm  will  Christ 

leludcd  with  gross  sophistry,  in  m 

a  lUnihine  n(  the  gospel  ? 

s  not  the  light  so   Uljbt  that  thine 

T,  and  searches  all  thinps." 

nB  my   Cheeks,  and  whipping  the 

niatl  Jog,  Li  a  happy  momt 

*  !!..■  j  iii:iniiilly  J i>.'liiw,E  St.  James's 

est  thine  own  speculative 

jmr  out  of  the  church..  "Sob 

HIILT    ^tevkHli 


r..ii".]u,-:iri;i||y.  as  1  said  before  : 

I  with  ns  fruits,   In   wil,  ili'ii.iii-  in 


purpose,  'A  pi*!' I  [iii-  l.ririuelli  fni'li  ....... I  fruits"  Hedoeant 

1C  fruit  makiti  il  a  i;.,'»i  trcr,  yvt  tin'  u^i.l  i"r:  ,!  i' ipi--.|i.im>ii. 

.mi  siiu.zi-  .iiniiil  nf  uii^.xUincsfc"— Kneel  lent!  To  whip  th 
the  Rev.  Mr.  P...]  need  only  l»ove,  th.,1  when  Daviil  roMie 
oflhceweiambtlv.it  lay  in  111;  busum,  tri„[  to  kill  hi-  n 
Irunkennt*,  uhd.utmherouay  killed  his  burfy  wtth  the>«« 
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"  valiant  Serjeant  IF."  Thou  comest  from  Everton, 
therefore  thou  shalt  be  welcome.  Thou  knowest  the 
way  to  the  closets  of  Solifidians  :  Nay,  thou  art  there 
already  with  "The  Christian  World  Unmasked: 


»» 


«f  the  Ammonites,  be  "  really  and  sincerely  denied  ungodliness." 
And  that  his  faith  produced  the  good  fruit,  which  is  INSEPARA- 
BLE from  saving  faith.  The  moment  this  is  done,  I  promise  the 
public  to  clear  the  pious  Calvisists  in  general  from  the  charge  of 
speculative  Antinomianism,  Dr.  Crisp  in  particular  from  that  of 
glaring  contradiction,  and  his  zealous  second,  who  accuses  me  with 
4 ' '  gross  falsities,9  from  Calvinistie  rashness. 

We.  can  no  more  exculpate  warm  Calvinists,  when  they  betray 
holiness  into  the  hands  of  practical  Antinomians,  because  they  now 
and  then  speak  honourably  of  good  works;  man  we  can  dear  Pon- 
tius Pilate  from  the  guilt  of  delivering  the  Messiah  to  the  Jews, 
ftecattse  he  once  solemnly '  took  water,  and  washed  his  hands  before 
the  multitude,  saying  I  find  no  fault  in  this  just  person ;  I  am 
umocent  of  his  blood :  See  ye  to  it.'  If  the  author  of  the  ••  Whip 
;  foe  the  Arminians"  considers  this,  or  if  he  turns  to  Check  iv.  p.  566, 
:  where  I  produce  D.  Williams's  observation  concerning  Dr.  Crisp's 
mcetniBteneyt  he  will  be  probably  less  forward  in  checking  Checks 
that  he  has  not  candidly  considered ;  and  in  making  whips  for  the 
backs  of  his  honest  neighbours,  lest  some  .of  them  should  take 
them  from  him  to  lash  his  mistakes,  and  chastise  his  precipi- 
tation. 


SECTION  V. 


«» •/ 
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Mr.  Berridfe  candidly  grant*  the  Condilionality  of 
Perseverance,  and  consequently  vf  Election,  by  //low- 
ing much  respect  to  "  Serjeant  IF,"  who  "  guards 
the  Camp  of  Jems."  lint  soon  picking  a  quarrel 
teith  the  Valiant  Serjeant,  he  discharge!  him  at  a 
Jem,  opens  the  Citmp  to  the  .Intiimmimis,  by  oppos- 
ing to  them  only  a  sham   Centinel,  and  shetct  the 

V-VlH'/'Ii.'-v .■;.-.■  ■•/  ('/.-,'■  .■'.', ;',.(,,  ,1    ■.■:<..'.■..'  ;,'.■■,-:.'. 

The  pious  anthor  of  "  The  Christian  World  Un- 
masked,"  speaking  of  the  CaUinistie  doctrine  of  un- 
conditional perseverance,  which  he  confounds  with 
the  crangclic.il  doctrine  of  ctni'JUinn'i!  j ■<::■*(; re rauce, 
(p.  194,)  says  with  great  until,  provided  lie  had 
spoken  of  ilic  latter;  It  "  aB'ords  a  stable  prop  to 
upright  mind?,  yet  lends  tio  wanton  cloak  to  cor- 
rupt hearts.  Jt  brings  a  cordial  to  revive  the  faint, 
and  keeps  a  guard  to  check  the  forward.  The 
guard  attending  on  tliiii  doctiiiir,  is  Serjeant  IF;  low 
in  stature,  but  lofty  iu  significance ;  a  very  valiant 
guard,  though  a  monosyllable.  Kind  notice  has  been 
taken  of  the  Sc.ncunl  by  Jesus  Christ  and  hi*  apostles  ; 
and  much  respect  is  due  unto  him,  from  all  the  Lord'* 
recruiting  officers,  and  every  soldier  in  his  army, 
l'ray  listen  tu  the  Serjeant's  speech  :  '  If  ye  contiunc 
iu  ray  word,  then  are  ye  my  disciples  indeed.'  (John 
vlii.  31.)  '  lr  ye  do  these  things,  y«  shall  never  fall.' 
(2  Pet.  i.  10.)  '  If  what  ye  hme  heard  shall  ahide  in 
you,  ye  shall  continue  in  the  Son  and  in  the  Father.' 
(I  John  li.  24.)  '  We  are  made  partakers  of  Christ,  If 
wo  hold  steadfast  unto  the  end."  (Heb.  iii.  14.)  'Whoso 
looketh  and  coutinueth  [that  is,  I  p  he  that  looketh  doth 
continue]  iu  the  perfect  law  of  liberty,  that  rnni  shail 
be  blessed  in  his  deed.  (James  i.  25.)" — And  again, 
(p.  194,)  "  If  backsliders  fancy  they  must  all  be  re- 
Hored  by  repentance,  because  David  was  restored,  and 


Peter  was  ;  they  might  as  well  suppose,  they  mast  ail 
be  translated  into  heaven  without  clyiug,*  because 
Enoch  and  Elijah  were."  (p.  199,  L.  17th.) 

Upon  this  plan  of  doctrine,  we  are  ready  to  lay  by 
onr  controversial  pens,  and  shake  hands  with  our  Cal- 
finist  brethreu.  All  that  we  desire  of  them,  in  order 
to  a  lasting  agreement,  is—  (1.)  To  consider  what  is 
implied  in  tin:  pi-ijci'iitint  concL'isiouii  ;  and  not  to 
gag  Serjeant  If,  when  he  honestly  speaks  the  vsry 
words  of  *  the  Captaiu  of  our  salvation,"  or  those  of 
the  apuslles  his  lieutenant-generals: — (2.)  Not  to 
call  him  a  Galatiun  or  a  Papist,  when  he  is  found  in 
company  with  St.  James. —  (3.)  Not  to  enter  an  action 
against  him,  for  disturbing  the  peace  of  those  back- 
sliders, who, having  denied  the  faith,  and  lust  their  first 
love,  now  ijuictly  hug  a,  bosom  sin,  or  take  their  Lao- 
dicean rest  on  the  pillow  of  self-election-—  (i.)  Not 
to  put  him  under  arrest,  for  heading  a  platoon  of  those, 
whom  sonic  of  the  elect  rail  itiii/ioloniam,  because  they 
doubt  the  trnlh  ol"  uncijinlirionnl  elceti'in,  or  election 
without  If;  and  choose  to  lire  at  sin,  rather  than  at 
their  captain. — And  (5.)  not  to  say  to  hint,  Hail '. 
Serjeant,  kissing  him  as  if  he  were  a  good  Christian, 
in  order  to  betray  him  with  some  decency  into  the 
bauds  of  the  Autiuamians,  as  "  a  circumcised  caitiff." 
Whether  my  pious  opponent  has  not  treated  the  ho- 
liest Serjeant  in  that  manner,  1  leave  the  candid  reader 
to  determine.  "  Yet  take  notice,"  says  he,  (p.  194,) 
"  that  Serjeant  if  is  not  of  Jewish,  but  Christian  pa- 
rentage :  Not  sprung  from  Levi,  though  £  sou  of  Abra- 
ham :  No  ceutiuel  nt  Moses,  Ijut  a  watchman  for  the 
camp  of  Jesus.  He  wears  no  dripping  beard,  like  the 
an  nun  v-m!  race  ;  »nd  is  no  legal  blustering  condition 
to  purchase  man's  salvation,  but  a  modest  gospel  evl- 

jf  legality,  far  escenjj  the  llmlu 
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dence  to  prove  the  truth  of  grace.  He  tells  no  idle 
tales."— Enough,  Rev.  Sir,  if  "  be  tells  no  idle  tales," 
he  does  not  cavil  and  quibble,  much  less  does  he  deny 
hts  proper  name,  and  well-known  meaning.  Although 
he  no  more  dreams  of  "  purchasing  man's  Miration" 
than  von  do,  yet  he  is  conditional  if,— Serjeant  If,— a 
very  valiant  «nard  to  the  srri[itui-:il  dor-trim:  nf  perse- 
verance, ond  an  irreconcilable  enpmy  to  Calrinian 
election,  and  "  Antinomian  dotages." 

O  ye  opiiosern  of  the  second  gospel  axiom,  "  Pray 
come  and  peep  !" — See  Calvinism  "  unmatked"  by  one 
Of  your  principal  leaders,  who  shews  to  the  world  the 
futile  foundation  nf  your  doctrine  of  grace  ! — Thanks 
be  to  his  humourous  honesty,  we  sec  now,  that  those 
famous  doctrines  stand  upon  the  super. metaphysical 
difference  there  is,  between  if  and  tr  ;— between  Jew- 
ish if,  and  Christian  if  ;— legal  if,  and  evangelical  IF  ; 
—IF  at  Madeley,  and  if  at  Evcrton.  When  if,  the  cul- 
prit, appears  in  the  Foundry-  pnlpit,  he  tells  idle  tales, 
it  seems!  He  slily  disguises  himself!  But  -when  if 
the  orthodox,  shews  himself  in  [he  desk  at  Everton, 
(for  it  is  to  he  feared,  that  he  seldotn  appeal*  in  the 
pulpit  valiantly  to  guard  Bible  perseverance,)  he  never 
equivocates  !  When  he  says  to  people  that  never 
stood,  or  to  people  that  can  never  fall,  '  If  ye  do  these 
things,  ye  shall  never  fall,'  4c,  he  is  not  a  condition, 
and  yet  he  never  sh  n  flies  !  These  are  strange  hints 
indeed  ! 

Patient  Reader,  permit  me  tti  try,  by  the  following 
questions,  the  solidity  of  the  Calvinistic  distinction  be- 
tween if  and  if,  which  supports  the  amazing  weight 
of  the  great  Diana.  (1.)  When  the  gospel  said  to 
David,  ■  If  thou  dost  these-  things  thou  Mirdr  never  fall,' 
and  he  fell  into  adultery  :  Was  "  Serjeant  If  a  modest 
gospel  evidence  to  prove  the  truth  of  his  grace  ?"  And 
supposing  he  was  such  a  modest  evidence,  did  he  "lend 
no  wanton  cloak  to  a  corrupt  heart;"— (2.)  When  our 
Lord  said  to  the  young  ruler,  '  If  thon  valthe,  ^ctSwA, 
sellall;'  iFaa  Serjeant  If  of  Jewish  or  UvcVstiMi  V"" 
reatage  !—(3.)  Hoar  shall  I  know   when  tYie  SetjeMA 


is  "  a  centinel  of  Moses,"  or  when  he  is  "  a  watch- 
man for  the  camp  of  Jesus  ?"  Should  \ou  answer,  "  A 
Jewish  if  ivcai>  a  di  iji^iiu  beard,"  you  may  indeed  by 
such  an  argument  convince,  anil  entertain  some  Cal- 
viaists  ;  but  you  leave  me  quite  in  the  dark  ;  and  with 
"  some  very  honest  folks,  who  are  cast  in  a  gospel- 
foundery,"  instead  of  "  ringing  a  fire-bell"  i  smile  at 
your  wit  and  orthodoxy,  but  can  no  more  understand 
v.  'u.'.^    ji.il    i.  i  an    I;.  D-."   11  ill  -    l'iai.1." 

than  you  could  conceive  what  I  would  be  at,  if  1  spoke 
of  a  Yes,  with  a  long  tail,  or  a  Perhaps,  with  dreadful 
horns  1 — (4.)  How  shall  1  distinguish  a  '•  legal"  from 
an  evangelical  if  ?  Should  you  say,  that  the  "  legal, 
Mu.'teiiiii.'"  Serjeant  wears  an  halberd,  but  the  evan- 
gelical, mild  ir  has  no  weapon  at  all  :  1  ask,  What 
business  has  an  unarmed  [F,  in  "  the  camp  of  Jesus  ?" 
Why  do  you  call  him  Serjeant  }  Is  he  not  a  sham  cen- 
tinel, a  ridiculous  scarecrow,  to  deceive  the  simple, 
rather  than  "  a  very  valiant  guard  to  check  the  for 
ward  ?" — (5.)  How  shall  I  make  a  diffcrenre  between 
an  Everton  if,  and  a  Madeley  lf  ;  When  I  have  read 
my  Bible  in  buth  places,  I  have  always  found  the  Ser- 
jeant exactly  of  the  same  stature  ;  he  always  appeared 
in  the  same  black  regimentals:  And  to  this  day  a 
Madeley  lf  exactly  answers  to  the  description,  that  the 
pious  Vicar  of  Evcrton  gives  of  him.  He  is  "  a  mono- 
syllable, low  in  stature,  but  of  lofty  significance:" 
Whereas  the  Everton  if  is  yet  lower  in  significance 
than  in  stature,  since  you  make  him  slguify  just  no- 
thing. Should  you  reply,  that  a  Madeley  if  is  "  like 
one  of  the  circumcised  race  ;"  I  answer  that,  although 
about  eleven  years  ago,  I  circumcised  him  with  an  An- 
tinomian  knife,  yet  i  did  not  mutilate  him.  But  1  could 
name  a  gospel  minister,  who  has  "  served  more  than 
three  apprenticeships  at  a  noted  hall  of  physic,"  by 
whom  the  unhappy  serjenin  has  not  only  been  *'  cir- 
cumcised," but  quite  iinia-ciilated  ;  yea,  deprived  ofhia 
very  vitals.  For  when  if,  in  the  above  quoted  scrip- 
turea,  Is  absolutely  divested  of  condiliotvafiu ,  av\4to,n«4 
into  an  uh necessary  evidence  ot  grace,  vAi\ch  liw.  s\ 
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can  do  without,  as  well  as  David  and  Solomon  ;  may  it 
not  be  compared  to  a  dead  Serjeant,  whose  lungs  and 
heart  are  pulled  out :  And  whose  ill-smelling  remains, 
far  from  being  a  "  valiant  guard"  against  the  forward. 
prove  an  enticing  lure  to  unclean  birds,  who  fly  about 
in  search  of  a  carcass ! 

Excuse,  reader,  this  prolix  and  ludicrous  defence  of 
the  Serjeant.  The  subject,  though  treated  in  so  queer 
a  manner,  Is  of  the  utmost  importance ;  for  the  Minute*, 
the  Checks,  and  the  second  gospel-axiom,  stand  or  fall 
with  Serjeant  IF.  If  he  is  a  coward,  a  knave,  or  a 
cipher,  Antinomianism  wiJl  still  prevail ;  but  if  he  re- 
covers his  true  and  lofty  significance,  be  will  soon  rid 
die  church  of  Antinomian  dotages.  As  "  much  respect 
is  due  unto  him/'  and  to  St.  James's  nndefiled  religion, 
which  the  ingenious  book  I  quote  indirectly  undermine?, 
I  thought  it  my  duty  to  "  open  my  bag"  also,  and  lep 
ont  a  ferret ;  or  to  speak  exactly  the  language  of  Ever- 
ton,  "  a  fox,"  to  chase  "  a  straggling  goose  hard  at 
hand."  Take  notice,  however,  that  by  the  "  goose," 
I  do  not  mean  the  reverend  author  of  The  World  Un- 
masked, for  he  has  wit  enough,  and  to  spare  ;  but  the 
"  waddling  dame,"  Calviuistic  contradiction,  alias 
Logica  Genevensis,  And  now,  reader,  I  lay  her  before 
thee,  not  to  make  thee  "  sup"  upon  her,  "  amidst  a 
deal  of  cackling  music,"  but  that  thou  wouldest  help 
me  to  nail  her  up  to  the  everlasting  doors  of  the  temple 
of  truth,  as  sportsmen  do  cranes  and  foxes  to  the  doors 
of  their  rural  buildings. 


CONCLUSION. 

Were  I  to  conclude  these  strictures  upon  the  dau- 
gerous  tenets,  inadvertently  advanced,  and  happily  con- 
tradicted, in  The  Christian  World  Unmasked,  without 
professing  my  brotherly  love  and  sincere  \*ea\>fcc\,  foe 
the  ingenious  said  pious  author  ;  I  should  ytcot^e>  \v\rn* 
myself,  and  the  cause  which  I  defend.    I  o\xty  foYvvnv 

M4 


justice,  when  I  say,  tliat  few,  very  few  of  our  elders, 
ecjual  Mm  in  devotedness  to  Christ,  zeal,  diligence, 
mid  in  in  isle  rial  success.  His  indefatigable  labours  in 
the  word  aud  doctrine,  entitle  him  to  a  double  share  0/ 
honour;  and  I  invite  all  my  readers  with  me  to  'esteem 
him  highly  in  love  for'  hid  Master's  and  '  his  work's 
sake;'  entreating  them  not  to  undermine  his  vita!  piety, 
011  account  of  his  A 11  ti  no  mi  an  opinion  ;  and  beseech - 
in?  them  to  consider,  that  his  errors  are  so  much  the 
more  cxcimalilc.a.s  they  do  r l • . t  iiirincncc  his  moral  con- 
duet,  and  he  refutes  them  him.*elf,  far  more  than  his 
fiinjiniii!  scheme  of  doctrine  allows  him  lo  do.  Add 
to  this,  that  those  very  errors  spring,  in  a  grrat  degree, 
from  the  idea,  that  he  honour*  Christ  hy  receiving,  and 
does  God  service  by  propagating  them. 

The  desire  of  catching  the  attention  of  hia  readers, 
has  made  him  choose  a  witty,  facetious  manner  of 
writing,  for  which  he  has  a  peculiar  turn  ;  and  the 
necessity  lam  under  of  standing  his  indirect  attack, 
nbliircs  me  to  nice:  liim  11  [ion  Ins  own  t round,  and  to 
encounter  him  with  his  own  weapons.  I  beg,  that 
what  jBii-jii'S  for  cvaiHn.ik.il  liiiiiiiHir  in  hi  in,  may  not  be 
called  indecent  levity  iu  me.  A  sharp  pen  may  be 
guided  hy  a  hind  heart ;  and  such,  I  am  persuaded,  is 
that  of  my  much  esteemed  rmt  agonist,  11  [mm  I  pnhlicly 
invite  to  my  pulpit ;  protesting  that  i  should  be  edified, 
add  overjoyed,  to  hear  liim  enforce  [here  the  guarded 
substance  of  hia  book,  which,  notwithstanding  the 
vein  of  Soliliiliiniisin  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  open, 
contains  many  great  and  glorious  truths. 
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In  doctrine  sAetc incorrupt  nets,  gravity,  *Uc*rtty,  townd  speecK 
t/iat  cannot  de  condemned:  That  he  who  1$  of  the  contrary  part  nay 
ieasAamed.  TVUft.  1 » ^ 

If  $ 


In  which  the  Author  gietl  an  Account  of  Mr.  Hilts 
new  Method  of  Attach,  and  make*  some  recoiicilinf 
Concessions  to  the  Cahinists,  by  meant  of  tehich 
their  strongest  Arguments  art  unneroeil,  and  all  thai 
it  truly  scriptural  in  Calvinism  is  openly  adapted  intu 
the  Anti-Calviniitn  doctrine  of  Grace. 

We  should  be  deservedly  considered  as  bad  Pro- 
testants, if  we  were  not  '  ready  always  to  give  an 
answer  with  meekness  to  every  man,  [much  more  bi 
.Mr.  Hill,  a  gentleman,  of  piety,  learning,  reputation, 
wit,  and  fortune,]  who  asketh  us  a  reason  of  the  hope 
that  is  iu  as.'  We  confess,  Unit  after  the  way  which 
our  opponents  call  the  heresy  of  the  Armmians  mid 
Perfectionists,  we  worship  the  God  of  our  father?  ;  be- 
lieving what  is  written  in  the  scriptures  coiiocniiufr 
the  extent  of  redemption  by  price  and  by  power. 

Concerning  the  extent  of  Christ's  rederoptiun  4y 
price,  we  believe,  that '  lie,  by  the  grace  of  God,  tasted 
death'  to  procure  initial  salvation  '  for  every  man,'  and 
1  eternal  salvation  for  them  that  obey  him  :'  And  con- 
cerning the  extent  of  his  redemption  by  power,  we  are 
persuaded,  that,  when  we  come  to  God  by  him,  he  Is 
able  and  tvilling  to  '  save  to  the  uttermost'  oursouU 
from  the  guilt  and  pollution  of  sin  here,  and  our  bodies 
from  the  grave  and  from  corruption  hereafter. 

With  regard  to  onr  extensive  views  of  Christ's  re- 
demption by  price,  Mr.  Hill  calls  us  Arrainiansi  and 
with  respect  to  our  believing,  that  there  is  no  perfect 
faith,  no  perfect  repentance  in  the  grave  \  ihiv  ft« 
Christian  graces  of  repentance,  faith,  hope,  paftenct, 
Ac,  mam  be  perfected  iere  or  never  ;  aud  w'«b  res^m 


to  our  confidence  that  Christ's .  hluod  fully  applied  by 
his  Spirit,  and  apprehended  by  perfect  faith,  can 
cleanse  our  hearts  from  nil  uuriiihteousuess  before  we 
ua  into  the  purgatory  of  the  Caltinh-ts,  or  into  that  of 
the  1'iipi.tts ;  that  is,  before  we  go  into  the  valley  of 
the  shadow  of  death,  or  into  the  suburbs  of  hell ;— 
with  respect  to  this  belief  and  confidence,  1  say,  Mr. 
Hill  calls  us  I'crfn'tiiiiilfis;  mill  appearing  once  more 
njion  the  stage  of  our  controversy,  he  has  lately  pre- 
sented the  public  with  what  he  rails,  "  A  Creed  for 
Jlrmiitian*  and  Perfectionists,"  which  he  introduces  in 
these  words  t  "  The  following  confession  of  faith, 
however  shocking,  not  to  say  blasphemous,  it  niay 
appear  to  the  humble  Christian,  must  inevitably  be 
adopted,  if  not  in  express  words,  yet  in  substance,  by 
every  Arm  in  inn  iin<l  IWi'cctiouist  ulmrsocver  ;  though 
the  last  article  chiefly  concerns  such  as  are  ordained 
ministers  in  the  Church  of  England."  And  as  among 
such  ministers,  Mr.  J.  Wesley,  Mr.  \V.  Sellan,  and 
myself,  peculiarly  oppose  Mr.  Hill's  Caliiuiau  doctrines 
of- absolute  election  and  reprobation,  and  of  a  death- 
purgatory  ;  he  has  put  the  initial  letters  of  our  names 
to  his  Creed  ;  hopiug,  no  douht,  to  make  us  peculiarly 
ashauied  of  onr  principles.  And  indeed  so  should  we 
be,  if  any  "  blasphemous"  or  "  shocking"  conse- 
quence "  ijicvitably"  flowed  from  them. 

Hut  how  has  Mr.  Hill  proved  that  this  is  the  case  ■ 
Has  he  supported  his  charge  by  one  argument?  Not 
Ulit  among  some  consequences  of  onr  doctrine,  which 
ire  quite  harmless  and  scriptural,  he  has  fixed  upon 
us  some  shoe  .ii  in:  C'lrserinciices,  which  have  no  neces- 
sary connexion  with  any  of  onr  doctrines  of  grace. 
We  apprehend,  therefore,  that  by  this  method,  Mr. 
Hill   has   exposed    his    inattention    more   than    our 

If  Mr.  Hill  had  said,  before  a  thousand  witnesses, 

1  hold  ten  guineas  in  my  right  hand,  and  ten  in  my 

left,  could  the  author  of  the  Checks  wrong  him,  or 

expose  his  own  candour,  if  lie  insisted  m^ou  the  truth 

of  this  consequence,   "  Then  Mr.  tt\U  Vo\4*  iuwta| 
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n&oM  his  hands?"  And  if  Mr.  Hiil  protested 
ever  so  lotitr,  that  he  holds  bat  fifteen  in  all,  and  that  I 
am  a"  calumniator,"  for  saying  that  he  holds  twenty  ,■ 
would  not  all  the  witnesses,  who  arc  impartial,  and 
acquainted  with  the  proportion  of  numbers,  clear  me 
of  the  charge  of  calumng,  and  accuse  Mr.  Hill  of 
inattention  I  Again  I  if  1  bad  said,  before  the  .same 
witnesses,  that  I  have  two  guineas  in  my  right  band, 
and  Ian  in  my  left ;  and  if  Mr.  Hill,  to  keep  his  error 
in  countenance,  by  bringing  me  in  guilty  of  as  great  a 
mistake  as  his  own,  fixed  the  following  consequence 
upon  mi  assertions,  "  Theu  yon  hold  seven  guineas 
iu  both  yonr  hand*!"  would  he  not  expose  himself 
more  than  me  ?  And  would  nut  all  the  candid  specta- 
tors declare,  that  although  1  have  a  right  to  maintain 
that  ten  and  ten  make  tirenti/,  my  opponent  cannot 
reasonably  assert  that  lico  and  (rro  make  seven.  The 
justness  uf  this  illustration  will  appear  to  the  reader, 
if  be  cast  a  look  upon  the  Creed  which  I  have  com- 
posed for  an  Antinomian  with  Mr.  Hill's  principles. 
The  doctrines  that  it  contains  ate  all  his  own,  and 
they  are  expressed  chiefly  in  his  own  words,  as  ap- 
pears from  numerous  quotations,  iu  which  1  refer  the 
reader  to  the  pages  where  he  has  publicly  maintained 
the  tenets  which  I  expose.  lSut  Mr.  Hill  has  not  pro- 
duced iu  his  Anninian  Creed  one  line  out  of  my 
Checks,  from  which  any  shocking  or  blasphemous  doc- 
trine Hows  by  "  miiivuiilaule"  i'niiiri|iii;iire.  If  he 
had,  I  protest,' as  a  lover  of  trntli,  that  I  would  instantly 
renounce  the  principle  on  which  such  adoctrine  might 
be  justly  fathered  ;  bfllag  pewuuletJ  that  the  pure  light 
of  n  pure  doctrine,  can  never  ue  nevcuarUy  productive 
of  a  gross  ihirlitic.-s  :  Aitlumdi  it  may  accidentally  be 
obscured  by  ijccasiuiiM)  diiiictilt.ies,  as  the  sun  way  be 
darkened  by  interposing  clouds. 

Some  readers  will  probably  think,  that  1  have  made 
the  Calvin  is  13  too  many  concession*   in    the  following 
pages:  But  I  am   persuaded  that  I  have  granted  ftiem 
noihJiii.'  but  what  they  have  a  scriptural  rigtA  to  -,  mi. 
Ood  forbid  that  any  J'rotestaut  should  grant  \a\em\eu>\ 
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— At  the  Synod  of  Dort,  the  Arminians  being  sensible, 
that  it  gratuitous  flection  can  be  defended  by  reason 
and  scripture,  would  debate  first  (be  doctrine  of  gra- 
tuiloui,  Calrinian  reprobation,  which  is  flatly  contrary 
to  reason  and  scripture.  The  Calvinists,  on  the  other 
hand,  brine  conscious  that  the  strength  of  their  ranse 
lay  m  maintaining  a  gratu  lions  elect  ion,  and  hoping 
that  the  gratuitous  reprobation  would  naturally  skulk 
under  that  election,  inured  that  the  doctrine  of  elec- 
tion should  be  debated  first.  The  Arminians  would 
not  consent  to  it,  so  that  nothing  was  properly  dis- 
cussed :  And  the  Calvinists,  having  numbers,  and  the 
sword  on  their  side,  deposed  their  opponents  as  obsti- 
nate heretics.  Whilst  wt  disapprove  the  severity  of 
the  Calvinists,  we  blame  the  Arroimans  for  provoking 
that  severity  by  refusing  to  clear  up  the  doctrine  of 
election.  And  improving  by  the  mistakes  of  both 
parties,  we  make,    the    reconciling    concessions  which 

1.  We  grant  that  there  is  ait  election  of  distinguish- 
ing grace  :  But  we  shew  that  this  election  is  not 
Caldniau  election;  thousands  being  partakers  of  the 
partial  election  of  distinguishing  grace,  who  have  no 
share  in  the  impartial  election  of  distributive  justice  ; 
two  distinct  elections  these,  the  confounding  of  which 
has  laid  the  foundation  of  numberless  errors.  See 
Scripture  Scales,  Sect.  XII. 

B.  We  grant  the  Calvinists,  that  initial  salvation  is 
merely  by  a  decree  of  divine  grace  through  Jesus 
Christ.  But  we  assert  that  eternal  salvation  is  both 
by  a  decree  of  divine  grsee  and  of  distributive  justice  ; 
God  rewarding  in  Christ,  with  an  eternal  life  of  glory, 
those  believers  who  by  patient  continuance  in  well 
doing  seek  for  glory,  honour  and  immortality." 

3.  We  grant,  that  all  hough  God,  as  a  judge,  '  is  no 
respecter  of  persons  j'  yet,  as  a  benefactor,  he  is,  and 
of  consequence  ha3  a  right  to  be,  so  far  a  '  respecter 
of  persons,  as  to  bestow  his  favours  in  various  degrees 
upon  his  creatures  ;  dealing  them  to  some  with  a  mora 
sparing  band  than  he  does  to  others. 


4.  We  grant,  that  although  God  punishes  uu  oue 
with  eternal  death  for  original  aud  necessary  sin  ;  yet 
when  sin,  which  might  hare  been  avoided  by  the  help 
of  creating  or  of  redeeming  grace,  has  bren  voluntarily 
and  personally  committed  :  God  docs  puuisb  (and  of 
consequence  has  a  right  to  punish)  with  eternal  death 
Home  Offenders  more  quickly  than  he  docs  others  ;  his 
shewing,  in  such  a  case,  Mercy  aud  Justice  upon 
gospel  terms  to  whom  lie  pleases,  and  as  soon 
or  late  as  he  pleases,  heiug  undoubtedly  the  privi- 
lege of  his  sovereign  goodness  or  justice:  An  awful 
privilege  this,  which  is  perfectly  agreeable  to  the 
evangelical  law  of  liberty,  and  with  which  the  Cal- 
riuista  hare  absurdly  built  their  twin  doctrines  of 
finished  salvation  and  finished  damnation  ;  not  con- 
sidering that  such  doct  riii  •.'.'  -mm  :1a  i'u>:  .'.us  pel  •axiom, 
and  totally  destroy  the  second. 

The  nature  of  this  concession  may  be  illustrated  by 
an  example.  Two  u ucou vetted  sold ie is  march  up  to 
the  enemy.  Both  have  unavoidably  transgressed  the 
third  commandment  :  The  one  by  calling  fifty  times 
"for  his  damnation;  aud  the  other  -five  hundred 
times.  Now,  both  have  persoutdly  forfeited  their 
Initial  salvation,  and  continuini!  iniritiiiit.nt,  God,  as  a 
righteous  avenger  of  profaneuess,  may  justly  suffer  the 
fifty-pence  debtor  to  fall  in  the  battle  aud  tube  instantly 
hurried  to  the  damnation  he  had  madly  prayed  for ; 
And,  as  a  long-suffering,  merciful  Creator,  he  may 
suffer  ihefive  hvndrcd-peni-c  debtor,  I  mean  the  soldier 
who  has  sinned  with  > higher  baud,  to  walk  out  of  the 
field  unhurt,  and  to  be  spared  for  years;  following 
him  still  with  new  offers  of  mercy,  which  the  wretch 
la  so  happy  as  to  embrace  at  last.  Here  is  evidently 
a  higher  degiee  of  the  distinguishing  grace  which  was 
manifested  towards  Manasscs,  as  it  has  also  been  to 
many  other  grievous  sinners.  But  by  this  peculiar 
favour,  God  violates  no  promise,  and  he  acts  iu  per- 
fect consistency  with  himself ;  For,  when  two  people 
■  have   personally  forfeited  their  eternal    salvation  by 


one  avoidable  sin,  of  which  they  do  not  repent 
wlien  they  might  i  He  does  do  injustice  to  the  fifty- 
pence  debtor,  when  he  calls  him  first  to  an  account; 
and  he  greatly  luiUinilie-  his  luiiir-Millcrini;,  when  he 
continues  to  reprieve  the  five  hundred -pence  debtor. 

By  this  spaiin:.',  ii'CufaMi.Mii-Hie.;  incicy,  God  strongly 
guards  the  riches  of  his  grace.  This  inferior  degree  of 
forbearance  mala--  tlnmiitufnl  ;-ii:n e;s  s!;md  in  awe  :  As 
not  knowing  but  the  first  sin  they  shall  commit,  will 
actually  till  up  the  measure  of  their  iniquities,  and 
provoke  the  Almighty  to  swear  in  his  righteous  anger, 
that  their  day  of  grace  is  ended.  To  justify  therefore 
God's  conduct  towards  men  in  this  respect,  we  need 
Only  observe,  that,  if  distiugui>lijci:  jjnire  did  not 
make  the  different.'  which  we  grant  to  the  Calviuists, 
perverse  free  will  would  draw  ainiizmi;  strength  from 
the  unwearied  patience  of  free  grace.  Suppose,  for 
instance,  that  God  had  ensured  to  all  men  a  day  of 
grace  of  four- score  years,  would  not  all  sinners  think 
it  time  enough  to  repent  at  the  age  of  three- score  years 
and  nineteen  ?  Therefore,  through  the  clouds  of  dark- 
ness which  surrounds  us,  reason  sees  far  into  the  pro- 
priety of  the  partiality  with  which  distinguishing  grace 
dispenses  its  si/pcmr  blessings.  But  all  the  partiality 
whirh  that  grace  ever  displayed,  never  amounted  to 
one  single  grain  of  Calviniau  reprobation.  Because 
God,  as  a  righteous  judge,  lets  every  roan  have  a  fair 
trial  for  his  life.  Nor  will  all  the  sophisms  in  the 
world  reconcile  the  ideas,  which  tiie  scriptures  and 
rectified  reason  give  us  of  divine  justice,  with  a  doc- 
trine which  represents  God  us  condemning  to  eternal 
torments  a  majority  of  men,  for  the  necessary,  un- 
avoidable consequences  of  Adam's  sin: — A  sin  this, 
which,  upon  the  scheme  of  the  absolute  p  redes  Barton 
of  ill  events,  was  also  made  unavoidable  and  neces- 
sary.   To  return: 

5.  We  grunt,  that  although  Christ  died  to  purchase  a 
day  of  [initial}    sal  ration  for  all   men,  yet  he  never 
i    purchase   eternal   salvation  for  any  adults, 


lem  that  helieve,  obey,'  iuid  ate  '  faithful  unto 
And  that  of  consequence,  the  redemption  of 
nil  by  Jesus  Christ  is  sellers!  and  unconditional 
:apect  to  initial  salvation;  hut  particular  and 
onal  with  respect  to  etehnai.  salvation  ;  except 
case  of  infants,  who  die  befovo  actual  sin  : 
,  and  only  these,  are  blessed  with  unconditional 
u  and  finished  salvation  in  the  Cal vini stical  tense 
se  phrases: — These  are  irresistibly  saved,  and 
lly  admitted  into  one  of  the  many  mansions  of 
avcnly  Father's  house  ;  Free  grace,  to  the  hononr 
Lord's  meritorious  infancy,  absolutely  savei 
without  any  concurrence  of  their  free  will.  Nor 
rprisiog,  that  God  should  do  it  unavoidably  ;  for 
I  never  were  personally  capable  of  working  ait/i 
■ace,  i.  e.,  of  '  working  out  their  salvation  ;'  so 
ever  were  iu  a  capacity  of  working  against  free 
or  of  beginning  to  work  their  damnation.  Hav- 
ver  committed  any  act  of  sin,  God  can,  consist- 
villi  the  gospel,  save  them  eternally  without  any 
re  pin  la  lice.  In  a  word,  infants  having  no  un- 
mtnesi  hot  that  of  the  first  Adam, reason,  as  well 
iptnrc,  dictates  that  they  need  no  rig/iteauinciM 
at  of  the  tecond  Adam. 

'roai  the  preceding  concessions  it  follows,  that 
it  persevering  believers  are  God's  elect  in  the 
liar  and  full  sense  of  the  word:  Being  elected  to 
ward  of  eternal  life  iu  glory :— A  reward  thin, 
fcbich  they  who  die  iu  a  state  of  apostacy  or 
tcney  have  cut  themselves  off,  by  not  making 
ailing  and  conditional  election  sure. 
I'c  grant,  that  none  of  these  peculiar  elect  shall 
;rish,  though  they  would  have  perished,  had  they 
en  faithful  uuto  death  :  Aud  we  allow,  that, 
ipect  to  God's  foreknowledge  and  omniscience, 
nubcr  is  ccrtaiu.  but  we  steadily  assert,  that, 
-■in rl  to  the  doctrines  of  general  redumption,  of 
:orcnanted  mercy,  of  man's  free  agency,  of 
justice,  and  of  a  day  in  which  the  Lord  will 


; 


judge  the  world  in  righteousness :'  We  steadily  ai- 
eit,  1  say,  with  regard  lo  these  doctrines,  the  number 
of  the  peculiar  elect  might  be  greater  Or  less,  without 
the  least  exertion  of  forcible  grace,  or  of  forcible 
wrath,  for  it  might  be  greater,  if  more  wicked  and 
slothful  servants  improved  instead  of  burying  (heir 
ttlents:  And  ii  mi^lnlie  less,  if  more  good  and  faithful 
servants  grew  faint  In  their  uiiuds,  and. '  drew  back  to 
perdition,'  before  they  had  '  fought  their  good  fight 
out,  kcjit  the  failh,  and  finished  (heir  course.' 

B.  And  lastly,  we  grant,  that,  according  to  the  elec- 
tion of  dis(iiijiiti*liii]£  ciMCe,  which  is  the  basis  of  the 
rarioiis  dispensations  (if  Jivii;e  c.ian:  towards  the  chil- 
dren of  men,  Christ  died  to  purchase  more  privileges 
for  the  Christian  Church  than  for  the  Jews,  more  for 
the  Jews  than  for  the  Gentiles,  and  more  for  some 
Gentiles  than  for  others  :  For  it  is  indubitable  that 
God,  asa  sui-ernuiu  BeNcl'.icnir.  amy,  wiihuut  shadow 
Of  injustice,  dispense  his  favours,  spiritual  and  tempo- 
ral, as  lie  pleases  :  It  being  enough  for  the  display  of 
his  jijudness,  and  for  the  exciting  of  our  gratitude, 
(1.)  That  the  least  of  his  Heathen  servants  had  re- 
ceived a  talent,  with  means,  capacities,  aud  opportuni. 
ties  of  improving  it,  even  to  everlasting  happiness  : 
(2.]  That  God  ntver  il.rsi.es  to  reap  where  he  does  not 
sow,  nor  to  reap  a  hundred  measures  of  spiritual 
wheat,  where  He  only  sows  a  handful  of  spiritual 
barley:  And  (3.)  That  the  least  degree  of  his  ira- 
provcable  goodness  is  a  seed,  which  nothing  but  our 
■voidable  unfaithfulness  hinders  from  briuging  forth 
fruit  to  eternal  life  in  glory. 

By  making  these  guarded  concessions,  1  conceive,  we 
rectify  the  mistakes  of  Arminius;  we  secure  the  doe- 
trine  of  grace  in  all  its  branches,  whilst  Calvinism 
secures  only  the  irresistible  grate,  by  which  infants  and 
complete  idiot-  rue  eteriii-.lly  wived  ;  we  turn  the  edge, 
and  break  the  point  of  all  the  arguments  by  which  the 
<  Vhim  hi  doctrines  of  grace  are  defended  ;  and  (ear  in 
pieces  the  cloak  with  which  the  Antinouiiaua  cover 
their  dangerous  error. 


iladArminius.and  all  the  ancient  and  modern  Semi- 
Pelagians,  granted  to  their  opponents  what  we  grant 
to  ours,  Calvinism  would  never  have  risen  to  iti  tre- 
mendous height.  If  you  try  to  flop  a  great  river, 
refusing  it  (he  liberty  to  (low  in  the  deep  channel 
which  nature  has  assigned  it,  you  only  make  it  foam, 
rise,  rage,  overflow  its  bank;,  mid  carry dev as tatioa  far 
Slid  near.  The  only  way  to  make  judicious  CaMnists 
allow  ns  liie  impartial  remunerative  election,  and  the 
general  redemption,  which  the  gospel  displays,  is  to 
allow  them,  with  a  good  grace,  the  partial,  gratuitous 
election,  and  the  particular  redemption,  which  the 
scriptures  strongly  maintain  also.  See  the  Scales,  Sect, 
XI.  XII.  XII*. — For  my  part,  I  glory  In  going  as  jiear 
the  Calviuisrs  as  I  safely  can.  Zclotes  is  my  brother  as 
well  as  Houestns  ;  and  so  long  as  1  do  nut  lose  firm 
footing  upun  scripture  ground,  I  gladly  stretch  my 
right  hand  to  Mm,  and  my  left  hand  to  his  antagonist ; 
endeavouring  to  help  them  both  out  of  the  opposite 
ditches,  which  bound  the  narrow  way,  where  Truth 
frequently  takes  a  solitary  walk. 

I  conclude  this  introduction  by  thanking  Mr.  Hill  fur 
coming  a  little  closer  to  the  knot  of  the  controversy  in 
his  F'mtUiom  Crerri,  than  he  has  done  in  his  Finii/iing 
Stroke,  for  by  this  mean  he  has  stirred  me  up  to  dig 
deeper  into  ths  Scriptures, — those  inexhaustible  mines 
of  truth,  which  God  has  set  before  U3.  I  would  not 
Intimate,  that  1  have  dug  out  new  gold :  No ;  the  oracles 
of  God  are  nnt  new  ;  but  1  hope  that  I  have  separated  a 
little  dross  from  some  of  the  richest  pieces  of  golden 
ore,  which  the  Aruiinians  and  the  Calviuists  have  dug 
out  of  those  mines  :  And  1  (latter  myself  that  the  judl- 
ciona  and  in  prejudiced  will  confess,  that  some  of  those 
pieces  which  Uilvinian  and  Artninian  bigots  hare 
thrown  away  as  lumps  of  dross  or  of  arsenic,  contain , 
nevertheless,  troths  more  precious  than  thousands  of 
gold  and  silver.  Should  these  sheets  in  any  degree 
remove  the  prejudice  of  professors,  and  prepare  them 
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for  a  reconciliation  upon  the  Scriptural  plan  of  the 
doctrines  of  Grace  and  Justice,  or  of  the  two  gospel- 
axioms,  I  shall  humbly  rejoice  and  thankfully  give 
God  the  glory. 


JOHN  FLETCHER. 


Madelet, 
Deo.  M,  1774. 
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THE  FICTITIOUS  CREED, 


BEING  A  CREED  FOR  ARMENIANS. 

Composed  by  Richard  Hill,  Esq.  and  published  at 
the  end  of  his  "  Three  Letters  written  to  the  Rev. 
J.  Fletcher,  Vicar  of  Madeley.' 


»» 


ARTICLE  I. 

"  I  believe  that  Jesus  Christ  died  for  the  whole  hu- 
man race,  and  that  he  had  no  more  love  towards  those 
who  now  are,  or  hereafter  shall  be,  in  glory,  than  for 
those  who  now  are,  or  hereafter  shall  .be,  lifting  up 
their  eyes  in  torments ;  and  that  the  one  are  no  more 
indebted  to  his  grace  than  the  other.1 


»» 


THE  GENUINE  CREED, 

Being  an  Anti-Calvinian  Confession  of  Faith,  for  those 
who  believe  that '  Christ  tasted  death  for  every  man ;* 


and  that  some  men, by  'denying  the  Lord  that  bought 
thtm,  bring  upon  themselrea  swift  destruction.' 


We  believe  that  Jeans  Christ  died  for  the  whole  hu- 
man race,  with  an  iutcntiou,  Brut,  to  proem e  absolutely 
and  unconditinii;ill>  ;i  tcmp'Tary  redemption,  or  an  in- 
itial salvation  Tor  all  men  universally  :  And,  secondly, 
to  procure  a  pal  titular  redemption,  or  an  eternal  salva- 
tion conditionally  for  all  tneu,  but  absolntely  for  all 
tliatdie  in  their  infancy,  and  for  all  the  adult  who 
obey  him,  and  are  '  faithful  unto  death.' 

We  believe  that,  in  consequence  of  the  general  and 
temporary  redemption  procured  by  Christ  for  all  man- 
kind, every  man  is  unconditionally  blessed  with  a  day 
of  grace,  which  the  scripture  calls  '  the  accepted  time,' 
and  '  tits  day  of  salvation."  Daring  this  day  'under 
various  dispensations  of  grace,  and  by  virtue  ol  ,riouj 
covenants  made  through  Christ,— David, — Moses, — 
Abraham, — Noah, — or  Adam,)  God,  for  Christ's  sake, 
affords  all  men  proper  means,  abilities,  and  opportuni- 
ties to  '  wort  out  their  own  salvation,' or  to  make  'theii 
calling  and  condition,!!  election'  to  the  eternal  blessingj 
of  their  ropn-iivi-  <li-|n  -u-mimis  '  sure;'  and  as  many 
do  it,  by  keeping  '  the  free  gift  which  is  come'  unto  all 
men,  or  by  recovering  it  through  faithful  obedience  to 
rc-con verting  grace  :  Or,  in  other  terms,  as  many  as 
know,  and  pci  ■cvl]  ;iil;1v  imp:ure  '  the  day  of  their 
visitation,'  ace,  in  const.-!] nc:;ri:  of  t  luist'.-  particular 
redemption,  entitled  to  an  eternal  redemption  or 
salvation :  That  is,  they  are  eternally  redeemed 
from  hell,  and  eternally  saved  iuto  different  degrees 
of  heavenly  glory,  according  to  the  different  degrees 
of  their  faithfulness,  and  the  various  diipensations 
%vhich  they  arc  tinder.  While  they  that  bury  iLelr 
latent,  ami  •  know  not  [i.  e.,  snuimoM  tmewji ih*  da j 
of  Uieir  i-faiufioji,'    forfeit  then-  \ml\a\  sahtt.W,  »vA 


secure  to  themselves  God's  judicial  reprobation,  to- 
gether with  all  its  terrible  con  sequences. 

We  believe,  moreover,  that  although  Christ  '  tasted 
death  fur  every  man,'  yet,  according  to  his  covenants  of 
peculiarity  or  distinguishing  grace,  he  formerly  shewed 
more  love  to  the  Jews  than  to  the  GentUa,  and  now 
shews  more  favour  to  the  Christians  than  to  the  Jews, 
and  to  some  Christians  than  to  Others  ;  liestowiug  inure 
spiritual  blessings  upon  the  Protestant*  than  upon  Ihc 
Papists,— mo  re  temporal  mercies  upon  the  English  than 
upon  the  Greeulaoders,  &c.  Wc  farther  believe,  that 
this  special  favour  is  not  only  national,  hut  alio  in 
some  cases  personal:  Thus  it  seemsthat  God  showed 
more  of  it  to  Jacob  than  to  Esau  ;  to  Esau  tliau  to 
Schcchem  ;  to  David  and  Solomon,  than  to  Jonathan 
and  Mephihosheth  ;  to  St.  Panl  than  to  Apollos  ;  aud 
to  Peter,  James,  and  John,  than  to  Judas,  Bartholo- 
mew, and  Matthias.— We  likewise  believe,  that  God, 
(according  to  his  prescience)  has  a  regard  for  the 
souls,  who,  [he  foresees,)  will  finally  yield  to  his  grace  ; 
and  this  regard  he  has  not  for  (he  suuls,  who  (be 
foresees)  will  finally  harden  themselves  against  his 
goodness:  Thus  with  respect  to  divine  fore-know- 
ledge, wc  grunt,  that  Christ  had  a  respect  for 
fallen  Peter,  which  he  had  not  for  fallen  Judas :  For 
when  they  were  both  lying  in  the  guilt  of.  their 
crimes,  lie  con  Id  not  but  prefer  him  who  had  not  yel 
sinued  out  his  day  of  grace,  to  him  who  had  :  Him 
who  had  done  the  Spirit  of  Grace  a  partial,  tem- 
porary despiHi,  to  him  who  had  done  that  Spirit  a  total 
and  final  despite.  Aud,  iu  a  word,  him  who  would 
repent,  to  him  who  absolutely  would  nut.  However, 
this  peculiar  regard  for  some  men,  this  lengthening  or 
shortening  a  sinner's  day  of  grace  arbitrarily,  and  this 
bestowing  more  talents,  i.  e.,  more  temporal  aud  spi- 
ritual blessings  upon  one  man  than  upon  another,  ac- 
cording to  the  sovereign  [iirruiriuive,  whirl]  God  claims 
in  Ills  covenants  of  peculiarity  — This  \iecuYw  tcqk&. 
for  mine  mca,  I  sar,  never  amounts  to  a  gtstu\  ut  ^m- 


tiality  in  judgment :  Much  leas  lo  a  rape  committed  by 
overhearing  Brace,  or  iufruMrable  wrath,  upon  the 
moral  agency  of  two  incu  (suppose  I'eter  Hud  Judas) 
to  bring  about,  in  uu  unavoidable  manner,  the  final 
ptrstcerance  of  tlie  one,  and  the  filial  apostasy  of  the 
x.  For,  had  the  covetous  traitor  humbly  repented 
n  be  could  have  done  it,  he  yet  would  have  gone 
to  heaven  ;  and  had  the  lying,  perjured  apostle  put  off 
his  repentance  as  obstinately  as  Judas  did. he  would  have 
gone  to  the  place  of  iuipeuiieitt  apostates  :  l'or, God  hav- 
ing '  put  life  and  death  before'  the  sons  of  men  ;  and 
having  appointed  eternal  rewards  for  those  who  '  finally 
cIiodm:  life'  in  the  rectitude  nf  their  conduct,  and  eter- 
nal punishment  for  those  who  '  finally  choose  death  in 
the  error  of  their  wayfl,'  he  can  no  more  Jtually  turn 
the  scale  of  their  will,  than  lie  can  duty  liiiaet!/,  and 
tnru  tlie  solemnity  of  the  great  day  into  the  [ingi llllllj 
of  a  Pharisaic  masquerade. 

The  end  of  the  first  Article  of  Mr.  Hill's  Fictliioat 
Creed,  is  not  less  contrary  to  all  our  principles,  than 
the  middle  part.  For,  ati/iii-dini;  hi  id  I  mir  doctrine*  of 
grace,  persons  who  are  in  glory  like  I'eter,  are  infi- 
nitely more  indebted  to  Christ'*  grace,  than  persons 
vho  lift  up  their  eyes  in  torments  like  Judas.  This 
will  appear,  if  we  consider  the  case  of  those  two  apos- 
tles. Although  they  were  uoih  equally  indebted  to 
Christ  for  his  redeem  mi  g  love,  which  put  them  in  a 
itate  Ol  initial  salvation  ;  and  tor  bis  distinguishing 
favour,  which  raised  them  to  apostolic  honours  ;  yet 
upon  our  scheme,  I'eter  is  infinitely  mine  beholden  to 
Free  Grace  than  Judas ;  and  I  prove  it  thus :  Christ, 
according  to  his  remunerative  election,  which  draws 
n  particular  redemption,  and  eternal  salvation  I 
— Christ,  I  say,  Recording  to  that  remunerative  election, 
has  chosen  Peter  to  the  reward  of  •  heavenly  throne 
and  a  crown  of  glory.  Now  this  election,  in  which 
Judas  has  no  interest,  springs  from  God's  Free  Grace, 
an  well  as  from  voluntary  perseverance  in  tlie  free  obe- 
dienceof  faith.  It  was  of  Free  Grace  that  God  designc' 


jned 


AND  GENUINE  CRPED.  28S 

to  give  to  all  penitent,  persevering  believers,  and  of 
consequence  to  Peter,  a  crown  of  glory  in  his  heavenly 
kingdom  :  For  he  might  have  given  them  only  the  con- 
veniences of  life  ill  a  cottage  on  earth : —  He  might  have 
dropped  them  Into  their  original  nothingness,  after 
having  blesied  them  with  one  single  smile  of  his  appro- 
bation : — Nay,  he  might  have  demanded  their  utmost 
obedience,  without  promising  them  the  least  reward. 
Therefore  Peter,  and  all  the  saints  in  glory,  are  in- 
debted to  Christ,  not  only  for  their  rewards  of  addi- 
tional grace  on  earth,  bat  also  for  aU  their  eternal  sal- 
vation, and  for  alt  the  heavenly  blessings  which  flow 
from  their  particular  redemption:  Infinitely  gracious 
rewards  these,  which  God  does  not  bestow  upon  Judas, 
,nor  upon  any  of  those  who  die  impenitent !  Infinitely 
glorious  rewards  !  which  nothing  but  God's  Free  Grace 
in  Christ,  could  move  his  distributive  justice  to  bestow 
upon  persevering  believers.  Hence  it  is  evident,  that 
Mr.  Hill  has  tried  to  make  our  fundamental  doctrine 
of  general  redemption  appear  ridiculous,  by  absurdly 
clogging  it  with  an  odious  consequence,  which  has  no 
more  to  do  with  that  comfortable  doctrine,  than  we 
have  to  do  with  Mr.  Hill's  uncomfortable  tenet  of 
absolute  reprobation. 


THE  FICTITIOUS  CREED. 

ARTICLE  II. 

"  I  believe  that  divine  Grace  is  indiscriminately 
given  to  all  men  ;  and  that  God  foreseeing  that  by  far 
the  greater  part  of  the  world  will  reject  his  grace, 
doth  nevertheless  bestow  it  upon  them,  in  order  to 
heighten  their  torments,  and  to'  increase  their  damna- 
tion in  hell." 

Vol.  H.  N 


I 
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ARTICLE  II. 

il  hclirvc  'hat- divine  irriiex  is. 


giien  to  all  men.  For  although  w 
gives  to  all  at  least  one  talent  of  true  grace  to 
with  ;  yet  we  acltuowltdge,  that  he  makes  as 
difference  between  man  and  man,  as  between  ar 
and  an  archangel,  giving  to  some  men  one  tale 
others  two  talents,  and  to  others  Jive,  acconiing 
election  of  distinguishing  grace,  maintained 
Scripture  Scales,  Sect.  XII.  But  the  least  U 
grace  is  saving,  if  free  will  do  not  bury  it  to  the 
And  ive  believe,  that,  slrhuugh  God  foresaw,  tl 
some  unhappy  periods  of  the  world's  duralio 
greater  part  of  adults  would  reject  his  grace,  he 
thclcss  bestows  it  in  different  measures  upon  al 
not  (as  Mr.  Hill  says)  "  in  order  to  heighten  tl 
meuts,  and  increase  the  damnation  of  any  h 
This  is  a  horrid  conceit,  which  w 
insinuate,  that  God  gives  common  grace  (th; 
apprehend  unsaving ,  graceless  grace)  to  absolute 
bates,  i.  e.,  to  men  for  whom,  (upon  Mr.  Hill's  s 
t>{  absolute  rc['ii-L.iitinii,)  there  never  was  in  C 
least  degree  of  mercy  and  saving  goodness : 
shocking  cnuse<[nei]ce,  fixed  upou  us  by  Mr. 
the  genuine  uf!spri:i!:  of  Calvin islic  non- election, 
supposes  that  God  '■,mb  the  in.ispel  to  myriads  o. 
from  whom  lie  ahse'ntili  keel's  the  power  of  be 
it ;  tantalizing  them  with  niters  of  free  grace  bet 
he  may,  without  possibility  of  escape,  .-ink  then 
after  to  the  deepest  hell ;— the  hell  of  the  Capet 
According  to  the  gospel,  the  reprobation  thai 
eternal  damnation  after  it,  springs  from  ouro* 
sonal  free  will  doing  a  final  de.-pite  to  free  gral 
not  from  God's  eternal  free  wrath.  And  if  M 
uk,  "  Why  God  jive's  a  manifestation  of  the  S 
grace  to  uu'n.who;liei'or(vccs)  will  do  it  a  final  i 
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as  well  as  to  those  who  through  that  grace  will  work 
oat  their  own  salvation  :"  We  reply  : 

1.  For  the  same  reason  which  made  htm  give  celestial 
grace  to  the  angels  who  became  devils  by  squandering 
It  away  (  paradisaical  ((race  lo  onr  first  parents  ; — ex- 
postulating. Gentile  grace  to  Cain  ;— Jewish,  royal 
grace  lo  Saul ;— and  Christ  hit,  apo-rulic  er:>ec  to  Judas. 
If  Mr.  Hill  says,  he  does  not  understand  what  that 
reason  is  ;  we  answer :  By  the  same  reason  which 
induced  the  master,  who  corrected  Mr.  Hill  lor  making 
a  bad  exercise  at  West  minster  School,  to  give  his  pupil 
pen,  paper,  ink, and  proper  instruction,  before  be  could 
reasonably  call  Mr.  Hill  K)  an  account  for  his  exercise. 
And  by  the  same  reason  which  would  make  all  Shrop- 
shire cry  out  against  Mr.  Hill  as  against  a  tyrannical 
master,  suppose  he  hom-wfilpped  UtOMdbnuul  and 
postilion  for  uot  driving  him,  if  he  had  taken  away 
from  them  hoots,  whips,  spurs,  harness,  coach,  and 
horses  ;  and  if  he  had  cuntmed  himself  the  fall  of  their 
npartnient,  that  all  their  bones  might  In:  put  out  of 
joint,  when  the  floor  gave  way  under  them. 

2.  If  Mr.  Hill  is  not  satisfied  with  these  illustrations, 
we  will  give  him  some  direct  answers.  God  gives  a 
Manifestation  of  his  grace  to  those  who  make  their 
reprobation  snre,  by  finally  resisting  his  gracious 
Spirit:  First,  Because  In:  will  show  him -elf  as  he  is, 
'  gracions  and  merciful,'  '  true  and  loug- suffering 
towards  all,'  so  long  as  '  the  day  of  their  vUiution' 
lasts. — Thus  he  bestows  a  talent  upon  all  his  slothful 
servants  who  bnry  it  to  the  last,  because  lie  will  display 
his  equity  and  eoudne-s.  aliljun-'fi  they  will  display  their 
wickedness  and  sloth.— Secondly,  Because  he  is  deter- 
mined, that  if  those  servants  will  destroy  themselves, 
tbeir  blood  shall  lie  upon  their  own  head-,  according  to 
the  well-known  scripture,  'O  Israel,  thou  hast  destroyed 
thyself.  1  would,  — and  ye  would  not :'— Thirdly, 
Ilceause  God  will  '  jiidue  the  world  in  righteousness,' 
and  display  his  distributive  justice  in  rendering  to  all 
according  to  'their  work-;'  des'-rei'illii  clothing  his 
finally  unfaithful  servants  with  shame  ;  and  msiViny,  V\\c 


fiiithful  walk  with  him  in  while,  *  because  they  ire 
[evangelically]  worthy.'  And,  lo  sum  up  all  in  ODe,— 
because  the  two  gospel-axioms  are  firm  as  the  pillars 
of  heaven  and  hell ;  and  God  will  display  their  truth 
before  men  and  angels,  and  especially  before  Pharisee* 
and  Autinomians.  Now,  according  to  the  first  axiom, 
there  is  a  Saviour,  a  measure  of  nvieg  ^race,  and  a 
day  of  iuitial  salvation  for  nil.  Anil  according  to  the 
second  axiom,  there  is  free  will  in  all,  and  a  day  of 
judgment,  with  a  final  salvation  or  damnation  for  all, 
according  to  their  good  or  bad  works,  that  is,  accord- 
ing to  their  free-agency  ;  the  good  works  of  the  right- 
eous beiti.i;  the  product  of  their  free,  avoidable  co- 
operation with  God's  grace  ;  and  the  bad  works  of  the 
wicked  springing:  from  their  free,  avoidable  rebellion 
against  that  grace. 

Hence  it  appears,  that  the  second  Article  of  the 
Fictitious  Creed  contains  indeed  a  "  shocking,  not  to 
say  blasphemous"  consequence,  bnt  that  this  conse- 
quence is  nothing  but  a  sprig  of  Mr.  Hill's  supposed 
"  orthodoxy,"  absurdly  grafted  upon  the  supposed 
"heresy"  which  fit.  John  and  St.  Paul  maintain  in 
these  words :  '  He  [Christ]  was  the  true  light,  which 
lighleth  every  man  that  cometh  into  the  world. — The 
grace  of  God,  which  bringeth  salvation,  has  appeared 
unto  all  men.  teaching  [not  forcing]  us  to  deny  ungod- 
liness, 4c,  and  to  live  soberly,'  &c,  if  we  are  obedient 
ts  teach  in  ga. 


THE  FICTITIOUS  CREED- 

ARTICLE  III. 

*'  1  helieve  it  depends  wholly  on  the  will  of  Ihi 
rrcature,  whether  he  shall  or  shall  not  m 
benefit  from  divine  grace." 


' 


THE  GENUINE  CREED. 

ARTICLE  III. 

We  believe  that  the  benefits  of  a  temporary  redemp- 
tion, of  a  day  of  salvation,  and  of  the  '  free  gift'  which 
'  came  upon  all  men'  to  the  justification  mentioned 
Rom.'v.  18  : — We  believe,  1  say,  these  benefits,  far  from 
"  depending  wholly  on  the  will  of  the  creature,"  as  to 
the  receiving  of  them,  depend  no  more  upon  us  than 
our  sight  and  the  light  of  the  sun.  All  those  blessings 
are  at  Gist  as  erai  nitons  ty  and  irresistibly  bestowed 
upon  us,  for  Christ.' ■  sake,  in  our  present  manner  of 
existence,  as  the  divine  image  and  favour  were  at  first 
bestowed  upon  onr  first  parents  in  Paradise ;  with  this 
only  difference  ;  before  the  fall  their  paradisaical  grace 
came  immediately  from  God  our  Creator:  whereas, 
since  the  fall,  our  penitential  grace  comes  immediately 
and  irresistibly  from  CiodnnrTrerfeemer; — I  sayirreiit. 
tiliiu,  beca^-e  (jort  <l>r.~  not  leuvc  to  our  option  whether 
we  shall  receive  a  talent  of  redeeming  grace  or  not, 
any  more  than  he  left  it  to  Adam's  choice  whether 
Adam  should  icreiw;  live  talents  of  creative  grace  or  . 
not ;  although  afterwards  he  gives  ns  leave  to  bnry  or 
improve  onr  talent  of  redeeming  grace,  as  he  gave 
leave  to  Adam  to  bury  or  improve  his  five  talents  of 
creative  grace.  Our  doctrine  of  the  general  redemp- 
tion and  free-agency  of  mankind,  stands  therefore  upon 
the  same  scriptural  and  rational  ground,  which  bears 
up  Mr.  Hill's  system  of  man's  creation  and  moral  agen- 
cy in  Paradise  ;  it.  beinu'  inipjs-ible  to  make  any  objec- 
tion against  the  personal  loss  of  redeeming  grace  in 
Judas,  that  may  not  be  retorted  against  the  personal 
loss  of  creative  grace  in  Adam  or  Satan. 

But,  with  respect  to  all  the  temporal  and  eternal 

benefits,  which  God  has   promised  by  way  of  reward 

to  his  every   '  good  and  faithful  servant,'  -^t  teie-jQ, 

n  3 


that  tlipy  depend  upon  the  0 
the  first  of  which  is  the  free  grace  of  God  in  Jesua 
Christ ;  aud  the  second,  the  faithfulness  of  our  assisted 
and  rectified  free  will  ;  which  faithfulness  is  graciously 
ci-mviird  by  rind's  rtiiiunrriitirc  justice  imd  evangelical 
veracity.  And,  instead  of  blushing  HI  this  doctrine, 
as  if  it  were  "shocking,"  we  glory  in  it,  as  being 
perfectly  rational,  strictly  scriptural,  and  equally  dis- 
tant from  the  two  rocks  against  which  Calvinian 
orthodoxy  U  dashed  in  pieces  i  I  mean  the  twin  doc- 
trines of  wanton  free  grace,  and  eternal  free  wrath, 
according  to  which,  God,  without  any  respect  to  the 
faith  or  nnhelief,  to  the  good  or  bad  works  of  free 
agents,  ansnliirdyordimi.Tl  fur  some  of  (hem  the  robe 
of  Christ's  imputed  rich  teonsii  ess,  aud  the  unavoidable 
reward  of  eternal  life  by  the  mean  of  unavoidable 
fiiitli ;  while  he  absolutely  ;ij'<pi)tuteil  for  all  the  test 
the  robe  of  Adam's  imputed  unrighteousness,  and  the 
unavoidable  punishment  of  eternal  death  by  means  of 
necessary,  unavoidable  unbelief. 


THE  FICTITIOUS  CREED. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

"  Though  the  scripture  tells  me,  that  the  carnal 
mind  is  enmity  against  God,  yet  1  believe  that  there  is 
something  in  the  heart  of  every  natural  man,  that  can 
nourish  and  cherish  the  grace  of  God  ;  and  that 
the  sole  reason  why  iliis  uL.ii'e  is  effectual,  in  some 
and  not  in  others,    is  entirely  owing  to  themselves, 

I  and  to  their  own  faithfulness  or    unfaithfulness,  aud 
not  to  the  distinguishing  love  and  favour  of  God." 


^ 


■ 
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ARTICLE  IV. 

Though  the  scriptures  tell  m '  that  the  carnal  mind 
is  enmity  against  God,'  and  (hat  '  the  flesh  lusteth 
against  the  Spirit,'  yet  we  believe,  that  from  the 
time  God  initially  raised  mankind  from  their  fall, 
and  promised  them  the  celestial  bruiser  of  the  serpent'* 
head,  there  is  a  graciout  free  agency  in  the  heart  of 
every  man  who  has  not  jet  sinned  away  hi*  day  of 
salvation  i  And  that,  by  mean*  of  this  graciom  free 
agency,  all  men,  during  the  '  accepted  time,'  can  con- 
cur with,  and  work  under  the  grace  of  God,  according 
to  the  dispensation  they  belong  to.— Again,  we  believe 
that  no  child  of  Adam  is  a  '  natural  man'  in  the 
Calviuian  sense  of  the  word, — [i.  e.,  absolutely  des- 
titute of  all  saving  grace,]  except  he  who  has  actually 
sinned  away  his  day  of  grace.  And  when  we  consider 
a  man  as  absolutely  graceleas,  or  as  '  a  child  of  wrath' 
in  the  highest  sense  of  the  word,  we  consider  him  in 
fallen  Adam,  before  God  began  to  raise  mankind  by 
the  promise  of  the  woman's  seed.  Or  we  mast  con- 
sider that  man  in  his  own  person  after  be  has  done 
final  de«pite  tn  the  Spirit  of  that  grace,  which  has 
more  or  less  clearly  appeared  to  ail  men  under  various 
dispensations. 

Mr.  Hili  ere, ill  y  iniiukes  it'  lie  thin  I.--  rhat,  accord- 
ing to  our  doctrine,  God's  grace  is  "  effectual  in  some, 
and  not  in  others ;"  for  we  believe  that  it  is  effectual 
in  all,  though  in  a  different  manner.  It  has  its  jirti 
and  mast  desU-abte  effect  on  them  that  "  cherish  it" 
through  the  iilnit'e-iiicutiniu-d  aranuiis  IVce  agency. 
And  it  has  its  second  and  leu  desirable  effect  on  those, 
who  finally  reject  the  gracious  counsel  of  God  towards 
them;  for  it  reproves  their  sinsj  it  galVa  \Jjsye  com- 


renders- them  inexcusable  ;  it  vindicate.- 
Cod's  mercy  ;  it  clears  his  justice  ;  it  shews  that  the 
Judge  of  all  the  earth  does  no  wrong;  and  ic  begins 
in  litis  world  the  just  punishment  which  righteous 
vengeance  will  complete  in  the  nest. 

The  grace  of  God,  therefore,  like  the  gospel  that 
testifies  of  it,  is  a  licn-tilgfd  saord .-  It  is  a  savour  of 
11&  to  those  who  cherish  it,  and  a  savour  of  death  to 
those  who  resi't  it.  That  turns  cherish  it,  by  its  assist- 
MW  work  righteousness  to  the  last,  and  then  receive 
the  reward  of  the  inheritance,  is  not  "  entirely  owing 
to  themselves  and  to  flieir  own  faithfulness,"  as  the 
Fictitious  Creed  asserts :  Nor  is  it  "  entirely  owing 
to  the  love  and  favour  of  God."  This  happy  event 
has  two  causes  :  The  Jin!  is  fret?  grace,  by  the  assis-- 
lance  of  which  the  faith  and  good  works  of  the  right* 
eons  are  begun,  continued,  and  ended  i  The  second  U 
free  wilt  humbly  working  with  free  grace  i  As  appean 
by  the  luinietmi;  scriptures  Ualamvil  in  tht  scripture 
icales.  And  that  some,  on  the  other  hand,  resist  the 
grace  of  God,  and  are  personally  given  up  to  a  repro- 
bate mind  that  they  might  be  damned,  is  not  at  all 
owing  to  God's  free  wrath,  as  the  scheme  of  Mr.  Hill 
supposes;  Nor  is  it  entirely  owing  to  the  unfaithful 
ticsa  and  obstinacy  of  impenitent  sinners.  This  un- 
happy event  has  also  two  causes  :  The  first  is  man's 
free  will  finally  refusing  to  concur  with  free  grace, 
in  working  nut  his  own  salvation  :  And  the  second  is 
just  wrath,  revenging  the  despite  done  to  God's  free 
grace  by  such  a    final  refusal. 

With  respect  to  "  the  disiiiicriisfiitii;  Suit  and  favour" 
nf  God  our  Judge,  and  his  distinguished  hatred  and 
ill-will;  (on  which  our  eternal  rewards  and  punish- 
ments unavoidably  turn,  according  to  Mr.  Hill's  twin 
doctrines  of  finished  Mlvaiion  ami  finished  damna- 
tion;) we  dare  not  admit  them  into  our  holy  religion. 
We  give  to  "  distinguishing  favour"  an  important 
place  In  our  creed,  as  appears  from  the  first  Article 
of  this ;  tut  that  favour  has  tiot\i\ng  Wi  An  with.  God's 
judicial  distribution  of  rewards  or  puivvAvmcuis,  \.  t. 
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with  God's  appointing  of  us  to  eternal  life  or  to  eternal 
death. — We  believe  that  it  is  a  most  daring  attempt  of 
the  Antinomians,  to  place  distinguishing  favour  and 
distinguishing  displeasure  upon  the  judicial  throne  of 
God,  and  in  the  judgment  seat  of  Christ ;  no  decrees 
proceeding  from  thence,  bat  such  as  are  dictated  by 
impartial  justice  putting  Christ's  evangelical  law  in 
execution,  and  strictly  judging,  (1.  e.,  justifying  or  con- 
demning, rewarding  or  punishing,)  moral  agents, 
according  to  their  works.  We  should  think  ourselves 
guilty  of  propagating  "  a  shocking,  not  to  say  bias- 
phemous"  doctrine,  if  we  insinuated,  that  "  distin- 
guishing favour/'  kand  not  unbribed  Justice,  dictates 
God's  sentence ;  God  himself  having  enaeted, '  Cursed 
be  he  that  perverteth  judgment,  &c,  and  all  the  people 
shall  say,  Amen.'  (Dent,  xxvii.  19.)  Nor  need  I  tell 
Mr.  Hill  this,  who  has  hinted,  that  God  is  such  a 
partial  Judge ;— yea,  that  carries  partiality  to  such  a 
height,  as  to  say  to  a  man  who  actually  defiles  a 
married  woman,  and  treacherously  plots  the  murder 
of  her  injured  husband, '  Thou  art  all  fair,  my  love, 
my  undefiled,  there  is  no  spot  in  thee : — Thou  art  a 
man  after  my  own  heart.'  If  Mr.  Hill  has  forgotten 
this  anecdote,  T  refer  him  to  the  Five  Letters,  the  sale 
of  which  he  does  not  scruple  to  advertise  again  in  his 
Three  Letters,  saying,  "  1  now  think  it  the  way  of 
duty  to  permit — the  Five  Letters  to  Mr.  Fletcher,  &c, 
to  be  again  sold,  in  order  that  both  friends  and  enemies 
may,  if  possible,  be  convinced  that  /  never  retracted 
my  sentiments*' — Strange  confidence  of  boasting !  O 
Mores!  What  have  Morality  and  Godliness  done  to 
Mr.  Hill,  that  he  will  put  them  to  a  perpetual  blush ; 
lest  his  Venus  (for  she  no  longer  deserves  the  name 
of  Diana)  should  redden  one  moment  ? 
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THE  FICTITIOUS  CREED. 


ARTICLE  V. 


"  I  BEL1FAE  that  Gud  sincerely  wishes  for  the  salva- 
tion of  many  who  never  will  be  saved  ;  consequently, 
iliac  it  is  entirely  Owing  to  want  of  ability  in  God,  that 
what  he  so  earnestly  willeth,  is  not  ateompliahed." 


THE  GENUINE  CREED. 

ARTICLE  V. 

We  believe  that  God's  attributes  perfectly  harmonise. 
Accordingly  his  goodness  and  mercy  incline  him  to 
"  wish  for  the  gal  ration  of"  all  men,  upon  gracious 
terms  laid  down  by  his  u-isrl»m  and  i-eracity.  As  a. 
proof  of  the  *  in  eerily  of  hi?  ivi-.li  lie  swears  by  himself, 
that  hi*  anleirilt-tit  will  or  decree  is  not,  '  that  sinnen 
thould  die  ;  but  that,'  by  the  he![i  uf  liis  free  i;race  and 
3ie  submission  of  their  free  will,  '  they  should  tarn 
and  lire.'  He  does  more  still  :— He  grants  to  all  men 
a  day  of  initial  salvation,  and  '  all  that  day  long  he 
•Welches  forth  his  hands'  to  them :  He  reproves  them 
for  their  sius  ;  he  calls  upon  them  in  various  ways  to 
repent;  and  gives  them  power  to  do  it  according  to  one 
or  another  dispensation  of  his  grace  ;  requiring  little  of 
those  to  whom  he  gives  little  ;  and  much  of  those  to 
whom  much  is  given.  But  it  is  his  subsequent  decree, 
dictated  chiefly  by  Kis  holiness,  jitstice,  and  sovereignly, 
that,  if  free  agents  will  none  of  his  reproofs,  and  finally 
disregard  the  offers  of  his  grace,  '  his  Spirit  shall  not 
always  strive  with  them  :'  A  day  of  calamity  shall  tbl- 
to if  (he  day  of  their  neglected  salvation;  And  jiutiae 
shnll  be  giar'tSeA  in  their  vi^iieim*  iVcsuimAoh.  Tt\» 
in  the  sad  alternative,  which  God  has  sM\ievjit  titwun, 


If,  in  opposition  to  liis  antecedent  will,  they  (through 
their  free-agcnry)  finally  choose  death,  in  finally  choon- 
ing  the  way  tiiat  leads  to  it. 

This  part  of  our  doctrine  may  be  summed  up  in  three 
propositions.  (1.)  God'a  mercy  absolutely  wills  the 
initial  salvation  of  all  men  by  Jesus  Christ. —  (2.)  God's 
goodness,  holmes: .  anil  lauhl'ulurss,  absolutely  will  the 
eternal  salvation  of  all  those,  who,  by  the  concurrence 
of  their  assisted,  nnnecessirated  free  will,  with  his 
redeeming  grace,  are  found  penitent,  obedient  believers, 
at  the  end  of  their  day  of  initial  salvation  ;— And,  (3.) 
God's  justice,  sovcreicnty,  ami  veracity,  absolutely  will 
the  des'roct'oo  of  all  tliat  arc  found  impenitent  at  the 
close  of  the  day  of  their  gracious  visitation,  or  initial 
salfatiou.  '['o  seethe  trnthof  these  three  propositions, 
we  need  only  consider  them  in  the  light  of  these 
two  gn-p.l  axioms,  and  compare  them  with  theae 
declarations  of  Moses  and  Jesus  Christ:  '  i  set  life 
and  death  before  you,  [free  agents,  who  enjoy  a  day  of 
initial  salvation  i]  Choose  life:'  (1  offer  it  yoajirsi; 
'  Choose  life,'  1  say, '  that  you  may  live  eternally.  But 
if  you  choose  deatli  in  the  error  of  your  ways,'  your 
rejected  Saviour  will  complain,  '  How  often  would  1 
have  gathered  you  as  a  hen  gathercth  her  brood  under 
her  wings,  but  ye  would  not ;  And  now  the  things  that 
made  for  your  peace  ate  hid  from  your  eyes  :'  That 
is.  You  arc  given  up  to  judicial  blindness,  and  to  all 
its  fearful  consequences. 

Hence  it  is  evident,  that  the  damnation  of  those, 
who  obstinately  live  and  die  in  their  sins,  and  whom 
God  was  willing  to  save  as  free  agents  upon  gospel 
terms,  argues  no  "want  of  ability  in  him"  to  save 
them  eternally,  if  he  would  give  up  the  day  of  judg- 
ment, and  exert  his  oiiDii/nitence  :u  opposition  to  his 
wisdom,  justice,  holiness  and  veracity;  or  if  he  would 
destroy  the  most  wonderful  of  all  his  works,  which  is 
the  free  will  of  moral  agents.  We  never  doubted  hit- 
ability  to  unman  man,  and  eternally  to  save  B.W  m»a- 
l-ioJ,  if  he  would  absolutely  do  it ;  \t\ievng  es\4«sX 
that  the  Almighty  can  overpower  ml  Yns  cv carats*  \l\«- 
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should  lie  bent  upon  it,  and  drive  them  from  sin  to 
mie.-.-itaicd  holiness,  and  from  hell  to  heaven,  far  more 
easily  than  a  shepheid  run  drive  his  frithted  sheep  from 
the  market  io  the  s laughter-house.  Therefore,  the  sup- 
position that,  upon  our  principles,  "  God  wants  ability 
So  gave"  whom  he  absolutely  will  save,  is  entirely 
groundless  ;  every  man  being  actually  saved  so  far  aa 
God*  absolutely  wills  ■  For  first  God  absolutely  wills, 
that  all  men  should  be  uueoiiditionallj/  saved  with  initial 
lalvation  ;  and  thus  all  men  are  inwnttilioitrilly  saved  : 
Ami,  mwi'/Iy,  In-  •-.'•■s'.lnlriii  nilK  thiit  all  men,  who  are 
obedient  and  faithful  unto  death,  should  absolutely  be 
saved  with  an  eternal  salvation  :  And  (/<«.<  all  men  who 
are  obedient  and  I'airlir'til  uiii.u  death  aic  actually  saved. 
They  shall  never  perish,  neither  shall  any  pluck  them 
out  of  Christ'.-,  protect-in v'  hand.  Hut  what  has  this 
scripture- doctrine  to  do  with  Calvinism  ? — With  the 
necessary,  eternal,  finished  saltation  of  all  the  diso- 
bedient sheep,  who  turn  goats,  foxes,  lions,  t 
pents  t  Who,  far  from  remembering  Lot's  wife,  slily 
rob  their  neighbours  of  their  ewe  lambs, — their  heart's 
blood, — their  reputation  ! 

To  conclude  :  The  most  that  Mr.  Hill  can  justly  say 
against  our  principles,  Ii  ■.  (1.)  That,  according  tt 
gospel  whirl]  »c  preaeli,  man  \>  w/rm  <i%rnt,lia&  Cod  is 
vise,  holy,  true  and  just ;  as  well  as  good ,  taring ,  patient 


a  as  Cod  ausulutcly  wills. 
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and  merciful:  And,  (2.)  That  one  half  of  these  attri- 
butes do  not  permit  him  to  neceiritate  free  agents; 
that  ia,  to  make  them  uhivlutclg  do  or  forbear  those 
actions,  by  which  they  are  to  stand  or  fall  in  judgment. 
And  let  men  of  reason  ami  religion  My,  if  this  doc- 
trine be  not  more  rational  nod  scriptural,  than  the 
Calviiiiau  doctrine  of  finished  salvation,  and  of  its  inse- 
parable counterpart,  _/iiiis/i£if  damnation. 


THE  FICTITIOUS  CREED. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

"  I  believe  (hat  the  Redeemer  not  only  shed  his 
precious  blood,  but  prayed  for  the  salvation  of  many 
souls  who  are  now  in  hell ;  er>risr(|iivnil>  that  his  blood 
was  shed  in  vain,  and  his  prayer  rejected  of  his  Father, 
and  that  therefore  he  told  a  great  untruth  when  he  said, 
1  know  that  thou  nearest  me  always." 

THE  GENUINE  CREED. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

We  believe  that  the  Redeemer  did  not  shed  hia  pre- 
cious blood  or  pray  absolutely  in  vain  for  any  man  : 
Seeing  he  obtained  far  all  men,  in  their  season,  a  day 
of  grace  and  initin!  s-a!r'iliun,  uiili  n  ihuiisand  spiritual 
and  temporal  blessing.  Nor  were  his  prayers  for  the 
eternal  salvation  of  those  who  ilu-  impenitent  rejected 
by  his  Father  ;  for  Christ  never  prayed  that  they  should 
be  eternally  saved  in  iuijienireui'v.  Ikfoic  Mr.  Hill  can 
iei=(>u:ihly  charge  us  will]  hoklini;  doctrines  which 
Imply  that  Christ  told  a  gross  untruth  when  he  said,  'I 
know  that  rliou  hearest  urn  always,'  lie  must  move  that 
Christ  ever  asked  iJie  elcrnal  salvation  of  "iome  me* 
whether  they  repented  or  not ;  or  that  he,  evtt  4c»st^ 


his  Father  to  force  to  the  lutt  repentauce,  faith,  and 
obedience,  npou  any  loan.  If  Mr.  Hill  cannot  prove 
this,  how  can  lie  make  it  appear  that,  according  to 
our  doctrines  of  (trace,  one  of  our  Lord's  prayers  was 
ever  rejected  ?  We  grant  that  Christ  asked  the  for- 
giveness of  tils  murderers,  and  of  those  who  made 
sport  with  his  sufferings  j  but  he  asked  it  upon  gospel- 
tiTins,  that  i-  cour/itiiiiiii/lg.  Nor  was  his  prayer  inef- 
fectual ;  for  it  obtained  for  them  time  to  repent,  and 
BTOiWtwa  helps  so  to  do,  with  a  peculiar  readiness  in 
God  to  pardon  tlitiri  upon  iheir  ap|il'u:ntion  Mr  pardon  : 
And  if,  after  all,  through  the  power  of  their  free- 
agency,  they  despised  the  pardon  offered  them  in  the 
L'ii-pi-1,  iiml  repented  'M>!,  they  shall  deservedly  perish 
according  to  Christ's  own  declaration.  He  has  acted 
towards  them  the  part  of  a  gracious  Saviour:  He 
never  engaged  himself  to  act  that  of  a  tyrant :— I 
mean,  he  never  seut  either  his  good  Spirit,  or  the 
evil  spirit  of  Satan,  to  hind  the  wills  of  men  with 
adamantine  chains  of  nee.r^itated  righteousness,  or 
of  necessitated  iniquity,  that  lie  might  cast  some  into 
A  ui-iih.ii  ii  '« Lt'i-iipii,  and  others  iulo  hell ;  as  Ncbuchad- 
neizar  sent  the  strougest  men  in  his  army  to  bind 
Daniel's  companions,  and  to  cast  them  into  the  burn- 
ing li'-iy  furnace. 

Once  more  -.  We  believe  that,  with  respect  to  the 
reward  of  the  inheritance,  and  the  doctriue  of  eternal 
salvation,  Christ's  atonement  ami  i nterccssion  are  like 
his  gospel.  Now  his  gospel  is  guarded  by  what  one  of 
Mr.  Hill's  seconds  queerly  calls  "  the  valiant  Sergeant 
tr,"  that  is,  the  ronditioiaility  of  the  promises  and 
threatening  which  relate  to  eternal  salvation  and 
eternal  damnation;  and  this  condition ali ty  is  the 
rampart  of  the  old  gospel  and  the  demolition  of  the 
;  strongly  guarding  the  ancient  doctrines  of  Free 
Grace,  Free  Will,  and  Just  Wrath,  against  the  novel 
doctrines  of  Overbearing  Grace,  Bound  Will,  and 
Free  Wrath. 

I  should  not  do  justice  to  our  cause,  if  I  dismissed 
this  article  without   retorting  Mr.  Hill's  objection.    1 


have  shown  how  unreasonably  we  are  accused  of 
holding  doctrines,  which,  by  "  unavoidable"  conse- 
quence, represent.  Christ  as  "  telling  a  gross  untruth;:" 
And  now  we  desire  Mr.  Hill,  or  his  seconds,  to  show 
how  (he  Son  of  God  could,  consistently  with  trntb, 
profess  himself  to  be  the  *  Saviour  of  men/  the 
Saviour  mid  ■  Light  of  the  world,'  and  '  the  Drawer 
of  all  men  unto  himself;'  if  most  men  have  beea 
from  all  eternity  under  the  fearful  curse  of  Calvioian 
it  [notation.  We  ask,  if  the  Redeemer  would  have 
*'  told  a  gross  untruth,"  upon  the  supposition  that 
Calvinism  is  true,  had  he  railed  himself,  The  Repro- 
bator  of  men  ,—The  Non- Redeemer,  the  Damner  of 
the  wurld,  and  the  Rejecter  of  alt  men  from  himself-. 
acting  that,  according  to  the  doctrines  of  grace,  («o 
called,)  the  bulk  of  mankind  were  ever  reprobated, — 
never  redeemed,— -never  initially  saved, — and  never 
drawn  to  Christ.— We  beseech  candid  Protestants  to 
say,  if  the  ISiblc  do  not  dear  up  all  the  difficulties  with 
which  prejudiced  divines  have  clogged  the  genuine 
doctrines  of  (trace,  when  it  rectifies,  that  nnr  Redeemer 
and  Sa/ionr  has  procured  a  ^oirnrf  temporary  redemp- 
tion, together  with  an  initial  sakat.ion,  for  all  men 
universally,-  and  a  particular  eterual  rclemptkm, 
together  with  a  finished  Miration,  for  '  them  that 
obey  him,  and  endure  to  the  end.'  And  we  entreat 
the  lovers  of  the  whole  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  to  help 
ua  to  bring  about  this  scriptural  plan,  a  reconciliation 
between  those  who  contend  I'm-  rln:  doctrines  of  par- 
ticular redemption  and  finished  salvation  ;  and  those 
who  maintain  the  doctrines  of  general  redemption, 
and  of  '  a  day  of  salvation'  for  all  mankind. 


will  in 


THE  FICTmOUS  CREED. 

ARTICLE  VII. 
iEliete  that  God,  foreseeing  some  men's  nature 
improve  the  grace  which  is  given  them ,  a\\4  Mn»k 


repent,  believe,  and  l-e  very  good,  elects  them 


THE  GENUINE  CREED. 
ARTICLE  VII. 

We  believe  that  out  of  mere  mercy,  and  rich  five 
grace  in  Je.su*  Christ,  without  any  respect  to  foreseen 
repentance,  faith,  or  jooduess,  Gud  places  all  men  in 
a  state  of  initial  >;i|v.iiiun  ;  electing  them  to  that  state 
uceoiilini,"  i.i  ihi'  my-tenous  cnuri-el  of  lii-  ilistiiinuish- 
ing  love,  which  places  some  under  the  bright  and 
direct  beams  of  gospel  truth  ;  whilst  ho  suffers  others 
to  receive  the  external  light  of  it,  only  through  that 
variety  of  clouds  which  we  call  Calvinism,  Popery, 
Judaism,  anil  Matiiiuietatiisrii  ;■  leniiiiL-  most  in  Gen- 
tili.-iii.  Hint  is,  in  the  dispensation  under  which  Cain, 
Abel,  Ahimelec  king  of  (icrar,  and  Melcflisedec  king 
of  Salem,  formerly  were. 

2.  We  believe  that  (Sod,  for  Christ's  sake,  peculiarly 
liiltliuiiiiij  uiili  ililii.'ifiit  degrees  of  favour)  accepts  all 
those  who,  in  all  the  abuvc-menioued  religions,  i.  e., 
'In  every  nation,  fear  him  and  work  rie.htcousn.ess.' 
'ITiese,  when  considered  as  enduring  to  the  end,  are 
his  elect  aecnrdjtii;  to  tlie  election  of  remunerative 
justice.  For  these  he  is  gone  to  '  prepare  the  many 
mansions  in  his  l"ather"s  house;'  For  these  he 
designs  the  '  reward  of  the  inheritance  that  fadcth  not 
away  in  heaven.'    And  wheu  he  speaks  of  some  men 


Imtheniah  suptrstiLion. — i„i:,!i>m  is  (  iirisliaiiity  under  the  vol!  of 

m,  and  Imposture—  And  Gattttinu  is  the  nslifrioti  of  Coin  and  Abel; 

■  II.::-.  '!.'■■     ■■■■■:      -■  ■ '■•■■■■■      I  h.-.^   "> 

tj«U™  tn  the  name,  if  ttiey  iDxtontmd  l)y   it  the  religion  of  out 
itart  in  lu  present  Mote  of  initial  reentry,  through  Christ,  fmm  Hi 
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as  belonging  to  this  number,  it  is  always  with  respect 
to  his  foreknowledge  that  they  will  freely  pcrseveri) 
in  the  obedieuce  of  faith  ;  it  being  the  highest  pitch  of 
Antinouiiari  dotage  to  suppose  that  God,  the  true, 
the  wise,  the  holy,  and  righteoun  God,  elects  men  to 
the  reward  of  persevering  obedient,  without  taking 
any  notice  of  persevering  obedience  in  bis  election. 

To  sum  up  all  in  a  few  lined  ;  The  doctrine  of 
election  has  two  branches;  according  to  the  first  branch 
we  are  chosen  that  we  should  be  holy  and  obedient,  in 
proportion  to  the  ordiuary  or  extraordinary  helps, 
which  divine  grace  affords  as  under  one  or  other 
of  Us  dispensation*.  This  election  to  holiness  has 
nothing  tn  i to  iv i tii  [.re-rienr.i.- ;  it  depends  entirely  on 
free  grace  and  distinguishing  favour.  According  to 
the  second  branch  of  the  doctrine  of  election,  we  are 
chosen  to  receive  the  rewards  of  perfected  holiness 
and  of  persevering  obedience,  in  proportion  both  to 
the  tiiittits  which  frrc  distinguishing  e.aHv  has  afforded 
us;  and  to  the  manner  in  which  our  assisted  free 
will  has  Improved  those  talents.  Tills  remunerative 
election  depends  on  four  things  :  (1.)  On  Free  Grace, 
promising  for  Christ's  sake  the  reward  of  the  inheri- 
tance to  the  p.:  ise  iv  line  obedience  01"  htith  :  — (2.)  On 
faithful  FTee  Will,  securing  that  reward  hy  the  assist- 
ance of  Free  Grace,  and  by  the  free  obedience  of  faith  i 
—  (3.)  Ou  Divine  Faithfulness,  keeping  its  gospel 
promise  for  ever  : — And  (4. )  On  distribnlitie  Justice, 
ili.-petisiitg  the  reward  aeeonling  lo  the  law  of  Christ, 
and  according  to  every  man's  work. — This  election 
therefore  has  much  to  do  with  divine  prescience,  as 
depending  in  part  upon  God's  knowledge  that  "  some 
men  have  improved,  or  will  improve,  the  grace  which 
is  given  them,  repent,  believe,  and  he  good  [if  not 
"  very  good"]  and  faithful  servants  unto  the  end." 

Unprejudiced  readers  will  easily  see  how  much  onr 
doctrine  of  election  is  preferable  to  that  of  our  op- 
ponents. Ours  draw;  uftor  jr.  only  a  harmless  reproba- 
tion from  some  peculiar  favours,  and  a  righteous  repro- 
bation from  rewards  of  grace  and  glory  obstinately  fc- 


spised,  or  wantonly  forfeited  ;  but  the  election  of  the 
Calvinists  is  clogged  with  die  dreadful  dogmas  of  an 
unscriptural  and  terrible  Reprobation,  which  might  he 
compared  to  a  well-known  monster,  "  Prima  Leo,pot- 
Irema  Draco,  media  ipsa  Chimera."  lis  head  is  Free 
Wrath;  its  body.  Unavoidable  Sim  and  It*  tail, 
Finished  Damnation.  lu  a  word,  liar  Election  recom- 
mends God's  free,  distinguishing  grace,  without  poar- 
ing  any  contempt  on  the  holiness  of  Christ's  precepts, 
the  sanction  of  his  law,  the  veracity  uf  hi-  thi-caieniiiL'S, 
and  the  conditional ity  of  hia  promises.  And  our  Re- 
pro/iatioa  displays  Gud's  absolute  Sovereignty,  without 
sullying  his  metcy,  impeaching  his  veracity,  or  dis- 
gracing hia  Justice.  Tn  a  word,  our  Klection  doctriually 
guards  the  throne  of  sovereign  urate,  illlu  '"""  Repro- 
bation, that  of  sovereign  .Justice  :  Hut  Calvinian  Elec- 
tion and  Reprobation  rtoctriiially  overthrow  both  those 
thrones  :  Or  if  they  are  left  standing,  it  is  to  allow 
Free  Wrath  to  fill  the  throne  of  Justice,  and  unchaste, 
bloody  Diana  to  step  into  the  throne  of  Grace,  whence 
she  hints  to  Laodicean  believers  that  they  may  with 
advantage  en  in  mil  adulter;-,  murder,  anil  incest;  railing 
as  many  a.'  take  her  horrid  innuendoes,  *  M  y  love,  my 
undefiled,'  &e.,  and  assuring  them,  thai  [hey  sIil.II  never 
perish,  and  that  all  things  ilhe  must  grievous  sins  not 
excepted)  shall  work  for  their  good. 


THE  FICTITIOUS  CREED. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

"  I  hel[eve  that  the  love  and  favour  of  Hint,  with 
whom  is  no  variableness  nor  shadow  of  turning,  and 
whose  gifts  and  callings  arc  without  repentance,  may 
vary,  change,  and  nun,  every  hour,  and  every  moment, 
according  to  the  behaviour  of  the  creature." 


THE  GENUINE  CREED. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

We  believe  that  God's  works  were  alt  originally  very 
good,  and  that  God  did  love  or  approve  of  them  all 
as  very  good  in  their  place?-  We  maintain  that  some 
of  God's  works,  such  as  some  angels,  and  our  first 
parents,  by  free  avuiilable  di-nl'f.'U'ience,  forfeited  God's 
love  or  approbation.  He  approved  or  loved  tliein  while 
they  continued  righteous;  and  disapproved  or  hated 
them,  when  the  bad  use  which  they  made  of  their  free 
will  deserved  his  disapprobation  or  hatred.— Again,  we 
believe  that  God's  absolute  gifts  and  railings  are  with- 
out repentance.  God  never  repented  that  he  gave  all 
mankind  his  paradisaical  favour  in  Adam,  and  jet  all 
mankind  forfeited  it  by  the  fall. — God  never  repented 
that  he  called  all  his  ItiTMrt*,  and  '  gave  to  every  one" 
of  them  Ms  talents,  as  he  thought  St;  and  yet,  when 
the  <  wicked  and  slothful  servant  had  buried'  and  for- 
feited his  talent,  God  said, '  Take  the  talent  from  him  !' 

Once  more  -.  We  believe,  that  so  certain  as  God  is  the 
gracious  Creator  and  the  righteous  Judge  <if  angels  and 
men,  the  doctrines  of  divide  grace  and  divine  justice  [or 
the  two  gospel  axioms)  arc  perfectly  recuncileable ; 
and  that,  of  consequence,  God  can  justly  curse  mankind 
with  temporal  death,  after  having  blc-sed  them  with 
paradisaical  life  ;  and  punish  them  in  hell,  after  having 
blessed  them  a  second  time  with  initial  salvation  during 
their  day  of  pergonal  probation  on  earth.  To  deny 
this,  is  to  deny  that  there  are  graves  on  earth,  or  tor- 
ments in  hell,  for  any  of  the  children  of  men. 

Nevertheless  we  believe  that  there  is  no  positive 
change  in  God.  From  eternity  to  eternity  he  is  the 
same  holy  and  faithful  God  ,  therefore  he  unchangeably 
'  loves  righteousness  and  hates  iniquity  :"  Apostacy  in 
men  or  in  angels  dues  not  imply  any  change  in  him  ; 
the  change  being  only  in  the  receptive  disposition  <stMs 


e  rirrmouj 

iiiL'  creatures.  If  I  make  my  eyes  so  sore  that 
look  with  pleasure  at  the  sun,  or  that  its  beams, 
which  cheered  mi:  yesterday,  give  me  pain  to-day  ;  this 
is  no  proof  that  the  auu  has  i-hiiiiirud  it-  nature.  The  law 
that  condemns  a  murderer  absolves  me  now  ;  but  if  I 
stab  my  neighbour  in  ten  minutes,  the  tame  law  that 
now  absolves  uic,  will  in  ten  minutes  condemn  ine. — 
Impossible!  says  Mr.  Hill's  scheme:  "The  law  change! 
not."  I  grant  it  ;  but  a  free  agent  may  change  ;  and 
the  law  of  liberty,  which  is  but  the  transcript  of  God's 
eternal  nature,  Is  so  ordered,  rlmt,  without  i-imciirinj:  at 
all,  it  nevertheless  treats  all  free  agents  according  to 
their  changes.  The  changes  that  God  makes  in  the 
world  do  not  change  him  ;  much  less  is  he  changed  by 
the  variations  of  free  agents  :  Such  variations  indeed 
lay  rebels  and  penitents  open  to  a  new  aspect  from  the 
Deity;  but  that  aspect  was  in  the  Deity  before  they 
laid  themselves  open  to  it.  Fire,  without  changing  its 
nature,  melts  was  and  stiffens  clay  ;  low,  if  a  rebel's 
heart  absolutely  hardens  itself,  no  that  it  becomes  like 
unyielding  clay  ;  or  if  a  penitent'-  heart  h  limbic-  itself 
so  that  it  becomes  like  yielding  wax,  find  chanties  not 
any  more  thuu  the  tin1,  when  he  harden,  the  -till'  rebel 
by  resisting  him,  and  melt.:-  the  yielding  penitent  by 
giving  him  more  grace. 

.  To  understand  ihi-  better,  we  mnsl  remember  that 
God's  eternal  nature  is  to  *  resist  the  proud  and  give 
grace  to  the  hum  hie  ,'  and  that  when  free  graee,  (which 
has  appeared  to  all  men,)  assists  us,  we  are  as  free 
to  choose  humility  ami  life.,  as  we  are  to  choose  pride 
aud  death  when  we  dally  with  temptation,  or  indulge 
the  natural  depravity  of  our  own  hearts.  Hence 
it  follows,  that  the  jiidicinui  difference  which  God 
makes  when  lie  alternately  smiles  and  frowns,  dispenses 

rewards  and  | ish meats,  springs  not  from  any  altera- 

tion  i»  his  unchangeable  nature  |  hut  from  a  change  in 
tbemutable  will  and  behaviour  of  free  agents ;— a  change 
this,  which  arises  troin  thi-ir  Kill  freely  resinliiig  divine 
grace,  if  the  alteration  be  for  the.  •««*=*  ■,  and  ftorn 
Meir  will  yielding  without  necessity 
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change  be  for  the  better.  Nor  are  we  any  more 
ashamed  to  own  man's  free  agency  before  a  world  of 
fatalists,  than  we  are  ashamed  to  nay,  '  Verily  there  is 
a  reward  for  the  righteous  *  Though  hand  join  iu  hand, 
the  wicked  shall  mot  be  unpunished  :  Doubtless  there 
is  a  God  that  jndgeth  the  earth,  and  win  render  to 
emery  man  according  to  his  works;9  that  Is,  according 
to  his  free  will  $  works  being  our  own  works,  only  so 
far  as  they  spring  from  oar  own  free  will.  And  we 
think  that  the  opposite  doctrine  is  one  of  the  most  ab- 
surd errors  that  ever  disgraced  Christianity  ;  and  one 
of  the  moat  dangerous  engines,  which  were  ever  in- 
rented  in  Babel  to  sap  the  walls  of  Jerusalem ;— a 
dreadful  engine  this,  which,  if  it  rested  upon  truth, 
would  pour  floods  of  disgrace  on  all  the  divine  perfec- 
tions ;  would  overset  the  tribunal  of  the  Judge  of  all 
the  earth ;  and  would  raise  upon  the  tremendous  ruins 
the  throne  of  the  doctrinal  idol  of  the  day :  I  mean  the 
spurious  doctrine  of  grace,  which  I  have  sometimes 
called  the  great  Diana  of  the  Calviuists,  because,  like 
the  great  Diana  of  the  Ephesians,  it  may  pass  at  once 
for  Luna  or  finished  salvation  in  Heaven,  aud  for 
Hecate  or  finished  damnation  in  hell. 


THE  FICTITIOUS  CREED. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

"  I  believe  that  the  seed  of  the  word  by  which 
God's  children  are  born  again,  is  a  corruptible  seed  ; 
and  that,  so  far  from  enduring  for  ever,  (as  that  mis- 
taken apostle  Peter  rashly  affirms,)  it  is  frequently 
rooted  out  of  the  hearts  of  those  in  whom  it  is  sown." 


THE  GENUINE  CREED. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

We  believe  that  the  word  or  the  truth  of  God  is  the 
dirine  seed,  by  which  sinners  are  born  again  when 
Ihey  receive  it,  thai  is,  when  they  believe;  and  this 
spiritual  teed  (as  [li.it  enlightened  apostle,  Peter,  justly 
affirms)  '  endures  for  ever  ;' — hut  not  for  Antiuomian 
purposes ; — not  to  say  to  fallen  believers,  in  the  very  act 
of  adultery  or  incest,  '  My  love  !  my  undefined !'— No, 
It'endures  forever.'as  a  seed  of  reviving  or  terrify- 
ing truth  :  '  It  endures  for  ever'  as  a  two-edged  sword 
to  defend  the  righteous,  or  to  wound  the  wicked  ;  to 
protect  obedient  believers,  or  to  pierce  di-i'Wdieiit. 
and  obstinate  tin  believers  ;  '  it  endures  forever*  as  a 
sweet  '  savour  of  life'  to  them  that  receive  and  beep 
it;  and  as  a  bitter  '  savour  of  death'  to  them  that 
never  receive  it,  and  to  them  that  finally  east  it  away, 
and  never  '  bring  forth  fruit  to  perfection." 

But  although  the  sec]  uf  the  word  can  never  be  lost 
with  respect  to  both  its  effects,  yet  (as  we  have  already 
ohservedj  it  is  too  frequently  lost  with  regard  to  its 
more  desirable  effect :  If  Mr.  Hill  doubts  of  it,  we 
refer  him  to  the  parable  of  the  sower,  where  our  Lord 
observes  that  the  good  seed  was  thus  lost  in  three 
sojts  of  people  out  of  four,  merely  thronsh  the  wan 
co-operation  or  concurrence  ou  the  part  of  freewill, 
which  he  calls  pood  or  bad  ground,  soft  or  '  stony 
ground,'  &c,  according  to  the  good  or  bad  choice  it 
makes,  and  aec'Tiline  to  the  siciitliness  or  fickleness  of 
that  choice.  And  if  Mr.  Hill  exclaim  against  the  obvi- 
ous meaning  of  so  well-known  a  portion  of  the  gospel, 
the  world  will  easily  see  that,  supposing  his  doctrine 
of  grace  deserve.'  to  be  called  chaste,  when  it  prompts 
him  to  vindicate,  as  openly  as  he  dares,  the  profitable- 
ness; oC  ■iJrjIiL'iy  iirnl  incest  In  taYAcu Vs\e\tv*-,  \\.\yj  m 
meaiM  merits  to  be  called  devout,  w\ien  it  exrafcea  * " 


THE  FICTITIOUS  CREED. 

ARTICLE  X. 

"  I  believe  that  Christ  does  cot  always  give  unto 
his  sheep  denial  life  ;  but  that  they  often  perish,  ami 
are  by  the  power  of  Sadin  froiHiTitU  plucked  out  of 
his  hand." 

THE  GENUINE  CREED. 

ARTICLE  X. 

We  believe  that  Christ**  i- 1 iu o [ >  rinriitiuiiod  in  John  x. 
are  obedient,  persevering  believers  ;  that  is,  as  our  Lord 
himself  describes  them,  (John  x.  4,5,27.)  persons  that 
'  hear  [i.  e.,  obey]  his  voire,'  and  '  whom  he  knows  ;' 
[i.  e.,  approves;]  persons  that '  know  [i.  e.,  approve] 
his  voice  ;' — that '  know  not  [i.  e.,  do  uot  approve]  the 
voice  of  strangers  ;' — and  '  flee  from  a  stranger'  instead 
of  following  him: — In  a  word,  persons  that  actually 
'  follow  the  good  Shepherd'  in  some  of  his  folds  or 
pastures.  In  this  dc-cii|.i(inii  of  a  sheep,  every  verb  is 
put  in  the  present  tense,  to  shew  us  that  the  word  sheep 
denotes  a  character,  or  prisons  actually  possessed  of 
inch  a  character  :  So  that  the  moment  the  character 
changes  ;  the  moment  a  man  who  once  left  all  to 
follow  Christ,  leaves  Christ  to  '  follow  a  stranger,'  he 
has  no  more  lo  do  with  the  name  and  privileges  of  a 
sheep,  than  a  deserter  or  a  rebel  has  to  do  with  the 
i limit  and  |'iii  L 1 1 ■ : ■. — -.  ,...j'  hU  iii.ijv.-ti '.  ",/■/: m  cr  j  >.■'■/.■■<•.' i . 

According  then  to  our  doctrine,  uo'i/iccp  of  Christ,' 
that  is,  do  actual  follower  of  the  Redeemer ,  pens'tws. 
We- think  it  is  shocking  to  say ,  that   auj  ut  Ifriutfrttr* 


plucked  oat  of  I, is  hand.  O-i  the  routrary,  we  frr- 
ay,  with  St.  Peter,  '  Who  will  bami  you 
[niuch  more,  who  will  separate  you  from  the  love  of 
Christ]  if  ye  be  followers  oftli.it  which  is  good  !  ;'  i.  e., 
if  yon  be  slieoji  ;  and  ivr  insist  upon  the  veracity  of 
our  Lord's  promise,  '  He  (hat  endureth  unto  the  end,' 
in  the  character  of  a  sheep,  i.  e.,  in  the  way  of  faith 
and  obedience,  '  the  sanur  -Ul.'iL  tie  [el  mi  ally]  saved.' 
And  we  maintain,  that  so  long  as  a  believer  does  not 
make  shipwreck  of  the  faith  and  of  a  good  conscience  ; 
— so  long  as  he  nnitiinn'.-  a  sheep,  an  harmless  follower 
of  the  Lamb  of  God,  he  can  mi  more  perish  than  God's 
everlasting  throne  can  he  overturned.  But  what  has 
this  doctrine  of  our  Lord  to  do  with  Calvinism  f 

With  regard  to  the  sheep  mentioned  in  Matt.  mi. 
33,  34,  whom  our  Lord  calls  ■  blessed  of  his  Father,' 
we  believe  that  they  represent  the  multitude  of  obe- 
dient persevering  believers,  whom  two  apostles  describe 
thns  :  *  Blessed  are  ihey  that  do  his  [Bod's]  command- 
ments, that  they  may  have  right  [or  if  Mr.  Hill  pleases, 
privilege]  to  the  tree  of  life,  and  enter,  &c,  into  the 
city.'  (Rev.  ssii.  14.)—'  Blessed  is  the  man  that  endur- 
eth  temptation  I  for  when  he  Is  tried ,  he  shall  receive 
the  crown  of  life,  which  the  Lord  hath  promised  to 
tliem  that  love  him.'—'  And  this  is  the  love  of  God, 
that  we  keep  his  commandments.'  (James  i.  12 ; 
1  John  v.  3.) — For  such  eii'liii-in?,  n!it-:lir/tf  believers 
a  kingdom  of  glory  '  is  prepared  from  the  foundation 
of  the  world  ;'  And  to  it  they  are  and  shall  be  judicially 
elected  ;  while  the  goats,  i,  e.,  unbelievers,  or  disobe- 
dient fallen  bulicvers,  are  and  nlutll  be  judicially  repro- 
bated from  it.  Hence  it  is,  that  wlieu  our  Lord 
accounts  for  his  judicial  election  uf  the  obedient, 
(whom  he  parabolically  calls  sheep,)  he  does  not  say, 
'  Inherit  the  kiugdom,'  &c ;  fur  I  absolutely  JSnithed 
your  sakatinn  ;  But  he  says,  '  Inherit  the  kingdom,  for 
ye  gave  me  meat,'  4c,  ye  fed  the  hungry  from  a  right 
motive,  and  what  you  did  in  that  manner, !  reward  it 
as  if  you  had  done  it  to  myself.  In  other  terms,  ■  Ye 
heardmy  voice,  and  followed  ine,,\o\ieav\Y.6*«'*vl* 


pers  of  my  grace,  and  following  the  light  of  your  dis- 
pensation ;  and  now  I  own  yon  as  my  e  tern  ally-re  ward- 
able  elect,  my  iheep,  which  havt  foiloatd  me  without 
dually  drawing  hack. 

Again,  when  our  Lord  gircs  an  account  of  the  judi- 
cial reprobation  of  the  finally  disobedient,  whom  he 
parabolically  calls  gnats,  he  dues  not  say, '  Depart,  ye 
cuned,  into  everlasting  fire  prepared  for  yon  from  the 
foundation  of  the  world,'  for  then  I  absolutely  finished 
yonr  eternal  reprobation.  No:  This  is  the  conutcrpurt 
of  the  gospel  of  the  day.  Dnt  he  says,  *  Depart,  &c„ 
for  ye  wave  roe  no  meat,'  by  feeding  the  hungry  in  ynur 
generation,  Ac.  That  is,  ye  did  not  belieiingly  follow 
me  in  following  your  light  and  mj  precepts.  Either 
yon  never  began  yonr  course,  or  you  drew  hack  before 
you  had  finished  It.  Either  you  never  voluntarily 
listed  under  my  banner,  or  you  deserted  before  yon  had 
'  fought  the  good  fight'  out ;  either  you  never  believed 
in  me  the  light  of  the  world,  and  your  light ;  or,  in- 
stead  of  keening  the  faith,  yens  v(  liiistarijy,  avoidably, 
unnecessarily,  and  resolutely  made  shipwreck  of  it, 
and  of  a  good  conscience.  And  therefore  your  damna- 
tion is  of  yourselves.  You  have  personally  forfeited 
your  conditional  election  to  the  rewards  of  persevering 
obedience,  and  personally  made  your  conditional 
reprobation  from  those  rewards  sure  by  yonr  final 
disobedience. 

from  these  evimceliral  rh'^'riptioni  of  the  sheep  and 
the  goals,  mentioned  in  John  x.,  and  Matt,  xiv.,  it 
appears  to  us  indubitable :  (1.)  That  these  sheep,  [i.  e. 
obedient  persevering  believers]  '  shall  never  perish,' 
although  they  might  li.ivc  \>i  li-hed.if  they  had  'brought 
upon  themselves  sivift  destruction  by  denying  the  Lord 
that  bought  them:'  (2.)  That  they  shall  be  eternally 
saved,  although  they  might  have  missed  eternal  salva- 
tion, if  they  had  finally  disregarded  our  Lord's  decla- 
ration, '  He  that  endureth  unto  the  end,  the  same  KhalV 
be  [finally]  saved.'— (3.)  That  the  good  SV.er>r,wA  \mcn- 
Darir  laid  down  his  life  for  the  eiernni  ledemptAvm  ot 
obedient,  persevering  believers  ;  and  tYisrt  itiese  \wX«^  - 
I7w.  V.  o 


its  are  sometimes  eminently  called  God's  elect,  be- 
cause they  make  their  tanHHsmal calling  tu  the  rewards 
uf  perseverance  sure,  by  actually  persevering  hi  the 
obedience  of  faith.— (4.)  That  the  peculiarity  of  tht 
eternal  redemption  of  ChrUt's  persevering  followers, 
far  from  being  connected  with  the  absolute  reprobation 
of  the  rest  of  mankind,  stands  in  perfect  agreement 
with  the  doctrines  of  a  general,  Inapurary  redemption, 
and  a  feiieint  inif-.il  fiiletitiuu  .  Find  with  the  doctrines 
,of  a  gratuitous  election  to  (Ik1  bli'^iui^-  hi"  one  or  ano- 
ther dispensation  of  (iod's  saving  grace  ; — mid  of  a  eon - 
dit'oiia!  election  to  the  rewards  of  voluntary,  uuueces- 
sitated  obedience. — (5.)  That  our  opponents  give  the 
truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus  two  desperate  stabs,  when  they 
iecure  tin1  j.ei-uliur  elennii  rriUi/i;iti'j"  "I'liu Lilly  disobe- 
dient believers,  and  comfort  mourning  backsliders  in 
unhappy  a  manlier,  as  to  overthrow  the  general,  iern/io- 
rttrg  redemption  of  all  mankind,  and  to  encourage  or 
countenance  the  present  disobedience  of  Laodici 
lievera. —  (C.)  That  the  Cahiniau  doctrines  of  grace, 
which  do  this  double  mischief  under  such  fair  pre- 
tences,are,  of  all  the  lares  which  the  enemy  sows,  those 
which  come  ticuies!  to  the  wheat,  and  of  consequence 
those  by  which  he  can  he.-t  fecil  Lis  immoral  goats,  de- 
cern simple  souls,  set  Christ's  moral  sheep  at  perpe- 
tual rariance,  turn  the  fruitful  field  of  the  church  into  it 
barren  field  iif  controversy,  ;ii:<1  make  ;i  ileislicnl  world 
think  that  faith  is  enthusiastica]  fancy  ;*lhat  orthodoxy 
is  immoral  nonsense;  and  that  revelation  is  nothing 
but  an  apple  of  discord. — (7.)  And  lastly,  that  the  doc- 
trines of  grace  which  wc  maintain,  do  equal  justice  to 
the  divine  attributes  ;— defend  faith,  without  wouuding 
obedience  ( — oppose  Phiiriiai-ni,  without  recommend- 
ing Antiuomiaiiism  ;— assert  the  truth  of  God's  pro- 
mises, without  represeutiiiL'  his  most  awful  threaten- 
ing! as  words  without  meaning  ; — reconcile  the  scrip- 
tures, withmit  ivoundingconsciencc  and  reason;— exalt 
ihe gracious  wonders  of  the  day  of  atonement,  without 
letting  aside  the  righteous  ttirrm a  vf.  X\i«  ««»».  4wj  <rt 


retribution  ;— extol  our  heavenly  Priest,  « ithout  pouring 
contempt  upon  our  dii  i»c  1'mphet; — and  celebrate  thit 
honours  of  his  cross  without,  turning  his  sceptru  of 
righteousness  into  a  Solitidian  reed,  his  royal  crown 
into  a  crown  of  thorns,  and  his  late  of  liber's  in*>  »  "^ 
of  life,  bj  which  his  subjects  can  no  mure  stand  or  fall 
in  judgment,  than  an  Kuglishmau  can  stand  or  fall  by 
the  rtdes  of  eieililg  followed  at  the  French  court. 

To  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  Reader,  thou  hast 
been  led  into  the  depth  of  our  doctrines  of  grace.  1 
have  Opened  to  thee  the  mysteries  of  the  evanjehral 
system,  which  Mr.  Hill  attacks  as  the  heresy  of  Armi- 
nians.  And  now  let  Impartiality  hand  thee  up  lo  the 
judgment- seat.  Let  Reason  uud  Herniation  hold  out  to 
thee  their  consentaneous  light.  Hray  that  the  '  Spirit 
of  Truth'  may  help  thine  infirmities  ;  Turn  Prejudice 
out  of  the  court :  And  let  Candour  pronounce  the 
sentence  and  say,  whether  our  principles  or  those  of 
Mr.  Hill  "  inevitably"  draw  after  them  "shocking, 
not  to  say  blasphemous"  consequences  > 

I  ill  ill  I  close  this  answer  to  the  Creed  which  that  gentle- 
man has  composed  for  Armiuiaus,  by  an  observation 
which  is  not  entirely  foreign  to  our  controversy.  lu 
one  Of  the  Three  Letter.*  which  introduce,  the  t'ictitioat 
Creed,  Mr.  (till  jays,  "  Controversy,  I  am  persuaded, 
has  unl  done  me  any  good;"  and  he  exhorts  me  to 
examine  closely  whether  1  cannot  make  the  same  con- 
fession. 1  own  that  it  would  have  done  me  harm,  if  1 
had  blindly  contended  for  my  opinion.;.  Kay,  if  1  had 
shut  my  eyes  against  the  light  of  truth  ;— if  I  had  set 
the  plainest,  scriptures  aside,  as  if  they  iveie  not  worth 
my  notice;— if  1  had  overlooked  the  strongest  argu ■ 
meuts  of  my  opponents  ; — iff  had  advanced  groundless 
charges  against  them  ; — if  1  had  refused  to  do  justice  to 
their  good  meaning  or  piety  ;~ and,  above  all,  if  I  had 
Bkenmy  leateof  tlictn  lij  injuring  their  moral  character, 
by  publishing  over  and  over  agniu  ai'biiiiuetits  which  the^ 
had  properly  answered,  without  taVlns  l\ie  \nasA  trnfes, 
of  their  Miners  ;—  if  1  had  made  a.  sok'tuu  fioniVse.  tic* 
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to  read  one  of  their  books,  though  they  should  publish 
n  thousand  volumes  ; — if.  continuing  to  write  against 
them,  1  had  fined  upon  them  (an  "  unavoidable"  conse- 
quence*) absurd  tenets,  which  have  no  more  necessary 
connexion  with  their  principles  than  the  doctrine  of 
general  redemption  has  with  Calviniau  re  probation  ;  if 
I  had  done  this,  I  say,  controversy  would  have  wounded 
my  conscience  pr  mv  reason  ;  and  without  adding  any 
thing  to  my  light  it  wuithl  have  imruuvably  fixed  me  in 
,my  prejudices,  and  perhaps  branded  me  before  the 
worhl  for  an  slrmiaian  bigot.  Hot,  as  matters  are,  I 
hope  I  may  make  the  following  acknowledgment  will*. 
out  betray  in  %  the  impertinence  of  proud  boasting. 

Although  1  have  often  be«n  sorry  that  controversy 
should  take  up  so  oiach  of  the  time,  which  I  might  with 
much  satisfaetion  to  myself  have  employed  in  devo- 
tional exercises  : — And  although  I  have  lamented,  and 
do  still  lament  my  low  attainments  in  the  '  meekness 
of  wisdom,'  which  should  constantly  guide  the  peo  of 
every  controversial  writer;  yet  1  rejoice  that  I  have 
been  enabled  to  persist  in  my  resolution  either  to  wipe 
off,  or  to  share  the  reproach  of  those  who  have  hazarded 
their  reputation  in  defence  of  pure  and  untlctilcd  reli- 
gion. Aud,  if  1  am  nut  uii-talit'ii,  my  repeated  attempts 
have  been  attended  with  these  happy  effects.  In  vin- 
dicating the  moral  doctrines  of  grace,  I  hope,  that,  sa  a 
man,  1  have  learned  to  think  more  closely,  and  to  in- 
vestigate truth  more  ardently  than  I  did  before.  There 
are  rational  powers  in  the  dullest  souls,  which  lie  hid 
as  sparks  in  a  flint.  Controversial  opposition  and 
exertion,  like  the  stroke  of  the  steel,  have  made  rae 
accidentally  find  out  some  of  these  latent  sparks  of 
reason,  for  which  1  should  never  have  thanked  my 
Maker,  if  1  had  never  discovered  them,  I  have  fre. 
quently  been  thankful  to  find  that  my  horse  could  travel 
in  bad  roads  better  than  I  expected ;  nor  do  I  think  that 
it  is  B  piece  of  Pharisaism  to  say,  I  am  thankful  to 
Slid  that  my  mind  can  travel  with  more  case  than  I 
thonght  she  could,  through  theo\ogica\  toads  rendered 
almost    impassable    by   licapa    of   ilocVfrnJl  raKtivfti, 
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brought  from  all  parts  of  Christendom,  and  by  briar) 
of  contention  which  hare  kept  growing  for  above  a 
thousand  years. — To  return  :  As  a  divine,  I  see  more 
clearly  the  gaps  and  Miles,  at  which  mistaken  good  men 
have  turned  out  of  (he  narrow  way  of  truth,  to  the 
right  hand  and  to  the  left.  As  a  Proteatanl,  I  hope  t 
have  much  more  esteem  for  the  scriptures  in  general, 
and  in  particular  fur  those  practical  parti  of  them  which 
the  CaJvinists  had  iusensibly  taught  me  to  overlook  or 
despise.  And  this  increasing  esteem  is,  1  trust,  accom- 
panied with  a  deeper  conviction  of  the  truth  of  Chris- 
tianity, and  with  a  greater  readiness  to  defend  the  gos- 
pel against  Infidels,  Pharisees,  and  Autluomiaus.  As  a 
Preacher,  I  hope  I  can  do  more  justice  Io  a  test,  by 
reconciling  it  will]  seemingly  contrary  scri ptures.— As 
an  stnti-caiiinixt,  I  have  learned  to  do  the  Calvinista 
justice  in  granting,  that  there  is  au  election  af  distia- 
gviihing  grace  for  God's  peculiar  people,  aud  &  parti- 
cular redemption  for  all  believers  who  are  faithful  unto 
death  : — And  by  that  means,  as  a  controvertat,  1  can 
more  easily  excuse  pious  Calvin  ists,  who,  through  pre- 
judice, mistake  that  scriptural  election  for  their  Auti- 
□omian  election ;  aud  who  consider  that  particular 
redemption  M  the  only  redumption  mentioned  in  the 
scriptures.  Nay,  I  can  without  scruple  allow  Mr.  Hill, 
that  his  doctriues  of  finiihed  initiation  and  irretiitible 
grace,  are  thue  with  respect  to  all  those  who  die  in 
their  infancy.  As  one  who  is  called  au  Arminian,  I 
have  found  out  some  flaws  in  Anuiuianism,  and 
evidenced  my  impartiality  in  pointing  them  out,  as 
welt  as  the  flaws  of  Calvinism.  (See  the  Preface.) 
As  a  witnest  for  the  truth  of  the  gospel,  I  hope  1  have 
learned  to  bear  reproach  from  all  sorts  of  people  with 
more  undaunted  courage.  And  1  humbly  trust,  that, 
were  I  called  to  seal  with  my  blood  the  truth  of  the 
doctrines  of  grace  and  justice  against  the  Pharisees 
and  the  Antinomians,  1  could  (divine  grace  support- 
ing me  to  the  last)  do  it  more  rationally,  aid  ot  coti- 
teauence  irlth  greater  steadiness. — AgaVu,aaa/olloui*T 
of  CAriit,   i  hope  t  hare   learned    to.    d'tsiefcati   *»! 


deniest  friends  for  my  heavenly  Prophet :  Or,  to  speali 
the  language  of  our  Lord,  I  hope  1  have  ] tamed  to 
'forsake  father,  mother,  and  brothers,  for  Christ's 
fake  and  the  gospel's.' — As  a  disputant,  I  have  learned 
that  wild  arguments  and  plain  scriptures  make  no 
more  impression  upon  bigotry,  tliiin  the  charmer's  voire 
does  npou  the  deaf  adder ;  and  by  that  mean,  I  hope, 
T  depend  less  upon  the  powers  of  reason,  the  letter  of 
the  scripture,  and  the  random'  of  professors,  than  I 
formerly  did.— As  a  believer, I  have  been  brought  to  see 
and  feel  that  the  power  of  the  Spirit  of  Truth,  which 
teaches  men  to  be  of  one  heart  and  of  one  mind,  and 
makes  t h <.' I ; i  think  am!  spoili  [lie  same,  is  at  a  very  low 
ebb  in  the  religious  world ;  and  that  the  prayer  which 
I  ought  continually  to  offer  is,  O  Lord,  baptize  Chris- 
tian* with  the  Spirit  of  Truth  and  the  fire  of  love. 
Thy  kingdom  come  !  Bring  thy  chiirch  out  of  the 
wilderness  of  error  and  sin,  into  the  kingdom  '  of 
righteousness,  peace,  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost.' — As 
■  member  of  the  Church  of  England,  I  bait  learned  to 
be  pleased  with  our  hoi;  Mother  for  giving  ns  floods  of 
pure  morality  to  wash  away  the  few  remaining  Cal-  ■ 
Tiniah  freckles  still  perceptible  upon  her  face. — As  a 
Christian,  1  hope  I  have  learned  in  some  degree  to 
eiercisc  that  eharit; ,  uhicli  reaches  us  iinlilly  to  oppose 
a  dangerous  error,  wirl, .mi  cediMg  H  htiuotft  and  love 
its  abettors,  so  far  us  they  resemble  our  Lord ;  and 
teaches  us  to  use  an  irony  with  St.  Paul  and  Jesus 
Christ,  not  as  an  enemy  uses  a  dagger,  but  a;  a  surgeon 
nscs  a  lancet  or  a  caustic  :  And  lastly,  as  ft  writer ,  I 
have  learned  to  feci  the  truth  of  Solomon's  observation, 
'  Of  making  many  books  there  ia  no  end,  and  much 
study  is  a  weariness  of  the  flesh  ;  let  us  hear  the  con- 
clusion of  the  whole  matter:  Fear  God  and  keep  his 
commandments  ;  for  this  is  the  whole  duly  of  man,' 
and  the  sum  of  the  Auti-solifidiau  truth,  which  I  en- 
deavour to  vindicate. 
I  do  not  say  that  I  have  learned  any  of  these  Iflllpm 
as  I  should  have  done ;  but  I  hope  \  hwe  \eaiv*i  vi 
much  of  them  aa  to  say,  tbut  in  these  TcsoemoYj  coii 
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troversial  toil  has  not  been  altogther  in  vain  in  the 
Lord.  And  now,  Reader,  let  me  entreat  thee  to  pray, 
that  if  I  am  spared  to  vindicate  more  folly  what  appears 
to  us  the  scriptural  doctrine  of  grace,  I  may  be  so 
helped  by  the  Father  of  lights  anjl  the  God  of  love,  as 
to  speak  the  pure  tmth  in  perfect  love,  and  never  more 
drop  a  needlessly-severe  expression.  Some  such  have 
escaped  me  before  I  was  aware.  In  endeavouring  to 
render  my  style  nervous,  I  hare  sometimes  inadver- 
tently rendered  it  provoking.  Instead  of  saying  that 
the  doctrines  of  grace,  (so  called,)  represented  God  as 
"  absolutely  graceless"  towards  myriads  of  "  repro- 
bated culprits ;"  I  would  now  say,  that,  upon  the  prin- 
ciples of  my  opponents,  God  appears  "  devoid  of  grace" 
towards  those  whom  he  has  absolutely  "  reprobated" 
from  all  eternity.  The  thought  is  the  same,  I  grant ; 
but  the  expressions  are  less  grating  and  more  decent. 
This  propriety  of  language  I  labour  after,  as  well  as 
after  more  meekness  of  wisdom.  The  Lord  help  me 
and  my  antagonists  to  'keep  our  garments  clean!' 
Coutrovertists  ought  to  be  clothed  with  an  ardent 
flaming  love  for  truth,  and  a  candid  humble  regard  for 
their  neighbours.  May  no  root  of  prejudice  stain  that 
flaming  love  !  no  malice  rend  our  seamless  garments  ! 
— And,  if  they  are  ever  *  rolled  in  blood,'  may  it  be 
only  in  the  blood  of  our  common  enemies,  destructive 
error,  and  the  man  of  sin ! 
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II.  Salnalioa  by  the  Covenant  of  Grace,  a  Diseoorie 
preached  in  the  Parish  Church  of  Madcleg,  April 
IS,  and  Slay  3,  1773. 

HI.  A  Scriptural  Essay  on  the  astonUhlng  Rmeard- 
nblelten  of  tfarki,  according  t«  the   Covenant  of 

-JV.  An  Essay  on  Troth;  or  a  Rational  Vindication 
of  tie  Doctrine  of  Saleation  bf  Faith,  with  a 
Dedicatorg  Ep'utle  to  the  Right  Hon,  the  Connies* 
of  Huntingdon. 
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I.  Thb  firat  piece  of  this  Check  was  designed  for 
a  preface  to  the  discourse  that  follows  it :  But  as 
it  swelled  far  beyond  my  intention,  I  present  it  to 
the  reader  under  the  name  of  .-in  Hittorical  Eisay  . 
which  makes  way  for  the  tracts  that  follow. 

II.  With  respect  to  the  Discourse,  I  must  mention 
what  engages  me  to  publish  it.  In  1771,  I  saw  the 
propositions  called  Mc  Minute*.  Their  author  invited 
me  to  "  review  the  whole  affair."  I  did  so ;  and  soon 
found,  that  I  had  ''leaned  too  much  towards  Cal- 
vinism," which,  after  mature  consideration,  appeared 
to  me  exactly  to  coincide  with  tpeculative  Autiiiotm- 
anism  ;  and  the  same  year  I  publicly  acknowledged 
my  error  in  these  words. 

"  But  whence  springs  this  almost  general  Antino- 
mianism  of  our  congregations  ?  Shall  I  conceal  the 
sore  because  it  festers  in  my  own  breast  ?  Shall  1  be 
partial  ?  No  i  In  the  name  of  HIui,  who  is  no 
respecter  of  persons,  I  will  confess  my  sin,  and  that 
of  many  of  my  brethren,  &c— Is  not  the  Antinu- 
inianism  of  lie  arc  re  fomented  by  that  of  preachers? 
Does  it  not  become  us  to  take  the  greatest  part  of 
the  blame  upon  ourselves,  according  to  the  old  adage. 
Like  prielt,  tike  people?  Is  it  surprising  that  some 
of  tu  should  have  au  Aiitinomian  audience?  Do  we 
not  make  or  keep  it  so .'  When  did  ice  preach  such  a 
practical  sermou  as  that  of  our  Lord  on  the  mount  J 
or  write  such  dote  letters  as  the  Epistles  of  St.  John  ?" 
(Sbcond  Check,  vol.  i.  p.  377,  to  trie  evA  cA  ftin 
paragraph.} 


When  1  had  thus  openly  confessed,  that  1  was 
involved  hi  the  guilt  of  "  many  of  my  brethren,"  anil 
that  1  had  So  lciim;d  tmvanls  a/itctifotiee,  a«  not  to 
bare  made  a  proper  (land  against  p radical  An tino- 
miatiisin  ;  who  could  have  thought,  that  one  (if  my 
i mtHt  formidable  oppimi.'rits.  wimld  have  attempted  to 
*reen  his  mistakes  behind  sonic  postages  of  a  tnantt- 
mdpt  sermon,  which  1  preached  twelve  years  ago, 
inrl  of  which,  by  some  means  or  other,  he  has  got  a 
eO|.y? 

I  am  very  far,  howeier,  from  recanting  that  old 
discourse.  1  still  think  the  doctrine  it  contains  ex- 
cellent in  the  main,  and  very  proper  to  be  enforced, 
(though  in  a  more  guarded  manner ,}  in  a  congrega- 
tion of  hearers  violently  prejudiced  against  the  first 
lin-iK-l-axiom,  Tin  refine,  " nit  uf  rcciird  lor  the  grand 
leading  truth  of  Christianity,  and  ill  compliance  with 
Mr.  Hill's  eorncsf  entreat;/,  (tin.  Stroke,  p.  45,)  1 
scud  ray  sermon  into  the  world,  upon  the  following 
reasonable  conditions:  (1.)  That  1  shall  he  allowed 
to  publish  it,  as  I  preached  it  a  year  ago  in  my  church  ; 
namely,  with  additions  iu  brackets,  [  ],  to  make 
it  at  once  a  fuller  check  to  Pharisaism,  and  a  finish- 
ing check  to  Autuioinlanism.  (2.)  That  the  largest 
addilion  shall  be  in  favour  of  free  grace.  (3.)  'That 
nobody  shall  accuse  ine  of  forgery,  for  thni  adding 
my  present  11' hi  to  that  which  1  had  formerly; 
and  for  thus  bringing  out  of  ray  little  treasure  of 
experience  things  new  and  old.  (4.)  That  the  press 
shall  not  groan  with  the  charge  of  disiugennity,  if  I 
throw  into  notes  some  unguarded  expressions,  which 
i  formerly  used  without  scruple,  aud  which  my  more 
enlightened  conscience  does  not  suffer  me  to  use 
at  preseut.  (Si)  That  my  opponent's  call  to  print 
my  sermon,  will  procure  rue  the  pardon  of  the  pub- 
lic, for  presenting  them  with  a  plain,  blunt  disconrse, 
composed  for  an  audience  chiefly  made  up  of  colliers 
and  rustics.  And  (lastly,)  that,  as  I  understand 
English  »  little   better    than  S  fio.  wtW  yew*  t^o. 


1  shall  be  permitted  to  rectify  a  few  French  idioms, 
which  1  find  in  my  old  manuscript ;  and  to  connect 
my  thoughts  a  little  more  like  an  Englishman,  where 
i  can  do  it  without  the  least  misrepresentation  of  the 

If  these  conditions  appear  unreasonable  to  those, 
who  will  have  heaven  itself  without  any  condition, 
I  abolish  the  distinction  between  my  old  sermon  and 
[Ii<;  rulilitium  that  guard  or  strengthen  it;  and  re- 
ferring  the  reader  to  the  title-page,  I  publish  my 
discourse  on  Rom.  si.  5,  fi,  as  a  guarded  sermon  de- 
livered io  lily  church  uu  Sunday,  April  the  18th,  &C-, 
1 773,  exactly  eleven  years  after  I  had  preached  upon 
the  same  text  a  sermon  useful  upon  the  whole,  bnt  in 
some  places  nuauarded,  and  deficient  with  respect  to 
the  variety  of  arguments  and  motives,  by  which  the 
capital  doctrines  of  free  grata  and  gospel  obedience 
ought  to  be  enforced. 

III.  Witts  regard  to  the  Scriptural  Essay  upon  the 
reward  aid  on  ess,  or  evangelical  worthiness  of  works, 
i  shall  just  observe  that  it  attacks  the  fraud  mistake 
of  the  Soliiidians,  countenanced  by  three  or  four  words 
of  my  old  sermon.  I  pour  a  flood  of  scriptures 
upon  it ;  and  after  receiving  the  lire  of  my  objector,  1 
return  it  in  a  variety  of  scriptural  and  rational 
auswers,  abo'it  the  solidity  of  which  the  pnhlic  must 
decide. 

IV.  The  Etsay  on  Truth  will,  [  hope,  reconcile  ju- 
dicious moralists  to  the  doctrine  of  salvation  by  faith, 
and  considerate  Solifidians  to  the  doctrine  of  salvation 
by  the  tearkt  of  faith  ;  reason  and  scripture  concurring 
to  show  the  constant  dependence  of  works  upon 
faith;  and  the  wonderful  agreement  of  the  doctrine  of 
present  salvation  by  thcb  faith,  with  the  doctrine  of 
eternal  talvatioii  by  good  teorit. 

I  hope  that  i  do  uot  dissent,  in  my  observation* 
qpon  faitb,  either  from  our  Church,  or  approved 
gospel- ministers,  in  their  highest  definition  ut  ttrnfc 
pace,  they  cooeidet  it  only  according  to  flte  («ta«u 


of  tlie  Ciiriat'ian  dispensation :  But  my  subject  has 
obliged  me  to  consider  it  also  according  to  the  dis- 
pensations of  John  the  Baptist,  Moses,  and  Noah. 
Believers,  under  these  inferior  dispensation!,  have 
not  always  assurance  ;  nor  is  the  assurance  they  some- 
times have,  bo  bright  as  tbat  of  adult  Christians. 
(Matt.  xl.  II.)  But  undoubtedly  assurance  la  insepar- 
ably  connected  ivith  the  faith  of  the  Christian  dispen- 
sation, which  was  not  fully  opened  till  Christ  opened 
his  glorious  baptism  on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  and  rill 
hie  spiritual  l.infidoni  was  set  up  with  power  in  the 
hearta  of  his  people.  Nobody  therefore  cau  truly  be- 
lieve, according  to  this  dispensation,  withont  being 
immediately  conscious  both  of  the  forgiveness  of  sins, 
and  of  peace  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost.  This  is  s 
most  important  truth,  derided  indeed  br  fallen  Church, 
men,  and  denied  by  Laodicean  Dissenters ;  but  of 
late  years  gloriously  revived  by  Mr.  Wesley  and  the 
ministers  connected  with  him  . — A  truth  this,  which 
cannot  be  too  strongly,  and  yet  too  warily  insisted 
upon  in  our  lukewarm  and  speculative  age  :  And  as 
I  would  not  obscure  it  for  the  world,  1  particularly 
entreat  the  reader  to  mind  the  last  errata  ,■  without 
omitting  the  last  but  one,  which  guards  the  doctrine 
of  Initial  salvation  by  absolute  free-grace. 

I  do  not  desire  to  provoke  my  able  opponents  ;  but 
I  must  own,  I  should  be  glad  to  reap  the  benefit  of 
my  Checks,  either  by  finding  an  increase  of  religions 
sobriety  and  mutual  forbearance  among  those,  who 
make  a  peculiar  profession  of  faith  in  Christ  ;  or  by 
seeing  my  mistakes  (if  I  am  mistaken)  brought  to 
light,  that  [  might  no  longer  recommend  them  as 
gospel -truths.  With  this  view  only  1  humbly  entreat 
my  brethren  and  fathers  in  the  church,  to  poL-t  out 
by  scripture  or  argument  the  doctrinal  eirurs,  that 
may  have  crept  into  the  Equal  C/ieclt.  But  if,  upon 
close  examination,  they  should  rind,  that  it  holds 
forth  the  two  gospel-aUoma  in  dnc  conjunction;  and 
m&rku   out  the  evangelical  mean  \VvSb.  stdtt.  raioar- 
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tiality;  I  hope,  the  moderate  and  judicions,  In  the 
Calvinistic  and  Antiycahrinixtic  party,  will  so  far  unite 
upon  this  plan,  as  to  keep  on  terms  of  reciprocal 
toleration  and  brotherly  kindness  together;  rising 
with  redoubted  indignation,  not  one  afealnst  another, 
but  against  those  pests  of  the  religions  world,  pre- 
judice and  bigotry,  the  genuine  parents  of  implacable 
fanaticism,  andblobfly  persecution. 


Madelby,  Jfitjr  81, 1774. 
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PART  1. 


HISTORICAL  ESSAY, 

Upon  the  Importance  and  Harmony  of  the  ttco  Gotpel 
Precepts,  believe  and  obey  ;  and  upon  the  fatal  con- 
teguences  that  JIoie  from  parting  Faith  and  /forks. 

When  the  gospel  is  considered  as  opposed  to  the 
error  of  the  Pharisees,  and  that  of  the  Antinoniiana,  it 
may  be  summed  up  in  the  two  following  propositions  i 
(l.J  Id  the  day  of  conversion,  we  are  wed  freely  as 
sinners,  (i.  e.,  made  freely  partakers  of  the  privileges 
that  belong  to  our  gospel  dispensation  in  the  church 
militant,)  through  the  merits  of  Christ,  and  by  the  in- 
strumentality of  a  living  faith. — (2.)  In  the  day  of 
judgment  we  shall  be  saved  freely  as  saints,  (i.  e.,  made 
freely  partakers  of  the  privileges  of  oor  gospel  dis- 
pensation in  the  church  triumphant,)  through  the 
merits  of  Christ,  and  by  the  evidence  of  evangelical 
works.  Whence  it  follows  :  (1.)  That  nothing  can  ab- 
solutely hinder  ourjiistifii  .itL..:i  in  ;i  gotpel  day,  hut  the 
want  of  true  faith ;  and,  (2.)  That  nothing  will  abso- 
lutely hinder  our  justification  in  the  day  of  judgment, 
bat  the  want  of  good  works.  If  1  am  not  mistaken, 
all  the  evangelical  doctrine  of  faith  andviOtki  twrtn 
upon  tbdse  propositions.  They  exactly  answer  to  ftie 
grand  directions  oC  the  gospel.     Wilt  ihou  euvw  VaM 
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Christ's  sbeepfold  !  Believe.— WBt  thou  stay  there? 
Believe  and  Obey. — Wilt  tin  hi  lie  numbered  among  bis 
sliecp  in  the  great  day  ?  Endure  unto  the  end  :  Con- 
tinue in  ieci:  doing ;  f'jat  is,  persevere  in  faith  and 
obedience. 

To  believe  then  and  obey,  or,  as  Solomon  expicsi-i's 
it,  '  To  fear  (ioii  and  keep  bis  commandment*,  is  the 
whole  duty  of  man.'  Therefore,  a  professor  of  the 
faith  without  genuine  obedience,  and  a  pretender  to 
obedience  without  L-cnuiuc  faith,  eipially  mis*  their  aim, 
while  a  friend  to  faith  ai.il  work*  put  in  their  proper 
place,  a  possessor  of  the  faith  which  works  by  love, 
hits  the  gospel-mark,  and  so  runs  as  to  obtain  the 
prize  t  For  the  same  '  true  and  faithful  Witness'  spoke 
the  two  following,  and  equally  i  s press  declaration? 
'  He  that  believcth  on  the  Son  hath  everlasting  life ; 
and  he  that  believetb  not  the  Son  shall  not  sec  life; 
hut  the  wrath  of  God  abide  th  on  him."  (Johu  iil.  36.) 
And,  '  The  hour  is  coming,  in  the  which  all  that  arc 
iu  the  graves  shall  come  forth,  they  that  hare  done 
good  unto  the  resurrection  of  life  :  And  they  that  hare 
done  evil,  unto  the  resurrection  of  condemnation.' 
(John  v.  29.) 

See  that  sculler  upon  yonder  river.  The  unwearied 
diligence  anil  watchful  .-kill  wirli  which  ho.  plies  his 
oars,  point  out  to  as  the  work  and  wisdom  of  ail 
perienced  divine.  What  an  even  iieutlt  sprint;  docs  the 
mutual  effort  of  his  oars  give  to  his  boat  !  Observe 
bim:  His  right  band  never  rests,  but  when  the  stn 
carries  him  too  much  to  the  left:  He  slacks  not  hii 
left  hand,  unless  In.  U  iinii:  too  much  to  the  right ;  nor 
has  he  sooner  recovered  a  just  medium,  than  he  u 
both  oars  again  with  mutual  harmony.  Suppose  that 
for  a  constancy  he  employed  but  one,  no  matter  which, 
what  would  be  the  consequence  ?  He  wonld  only  move 
in  a  circle  ;  aud  if  neither  wind  nor  tide  rarricd  him 
along,  after  an  hard  day's  work  lie  would  find  him. 
in  the  very  spot  where  he  began  his  idle  toil. 
This  illustration  needs  very  Vrtfte  exvYiiuvwiv,  l«l 
jast  observe  that  the  Ant'uiooivav.  \s  \\U  t.  stv.\\« ,  ->ft» 


uses  only  his  tight  hand  oar ;  and  the  Pharisee,  like 
him  who  plies  only  the  oar  in  his  left  band.  Line 
mates  an  endless  bustle  ahout  grace  and  faith,  the 
Other  abont  charity  and  works  ;  bat  both,  after  all,  find 
themselves  exactly  in  (he  same  case  ;  with  this  single 
difference,  that  nne  has  turned  from  truth  to  the  right, 
and  the  other  to  the  left. 

Not  so  the  Judicious,  unbiassed  preacher,  who  will 
safely  enter  the  haven  r>f  eternal  rent,  fur  which  he  and 
his  hearers  are  bound.  He  makes  an  equal  me  of  the 
doctrine  of  faith,  and  that  of  works.  If  at  any  time  he 
insist  most  upon  faith,  it  is  only  when  the  stream 
carries  his  coum-ecahon  upon  tin!  1'liarb.aieal  shallows 
on  the  left  hand  :  And  if  he  lays  preponderating  stresi 
upon  work?,  it  is  only  when  hi'. -tea  unwary  souls  sucked 
into  the  Anliuomian  whirlpool  on  the  right  hand. 
His  skill  consists  in  so  avoiding  one  danger  as  not  to 
mil  npim  the  other. 

tforoofiht ; this  wiiti'li Mil  wisdom  to  be  confined  to 
ministers  ;  for  though  all  are  not  called  to  direct  con- 
gregations ;  yet  all  moral  agents  are,  and  always  were, 
more  or  less  called  to  direct  themselves,  that  is,  to  oc- 
cupy till  the  Lord  come,  by  making  a  proper  use  of 
their  talents  according  to  tlie  parable.  (Matt.  xsv.  15 — 
31.)  God  gave  toangcls  and  man  "  retnigitim  alarum," 
the  two  oars,  or  if  yon  please,  the  equal  wings  of  faith 
and  obedience;  churerinr  (hem  rouse  those  ^rand  powers, 
according  to  their  original  «  i-dmu  am!  enlightened  con- 
science. Or,  to  speak  without  metaphor,  he  created 
them  in  such  ;i  manlier,  that  (hey  believed  it  their  dnty, 
interest,  and  glury,  to  obey  him  without  rescue  ;  and 
this  faith  was  naturally  productive  of  an  universal,  de- 
lightful, perfect  obedience.  Nor  would  they  ever  have 
hecn  wanting  in  jji-riftlcv,  if  Ihcy  had  nut  first  wavered 
in  principle.  But  when  Lucifer  bad  unaccountably  per- 
suaded himself,  in  part  at  least,  either  that  obedience 
was  mean,  or  i.Uat  rebellion  would  be  advantageous  ; 
and  when  the  crafty  tempter  had  made  out  6rat  (trctftft 
bellere  ia  pan,  that  if  they  ate  of  the  foiWSieti  fctw\, 
far  from  djmg,  thej  should  bo  as  God  hmieU  •,  Vow 


- 


E»UAL    CHECK. 


[PiKT 


possible,  how  easy  was  it  for  them  to  venture  upon  an 
act  of  rebellion  : — By  rashly  playing  with  the  serpent, 
and  sucking  in  the  venom  of  his  crafty  insinuations, 
they  soon  gave  their  faith  a  wilful  wound,  and  their 
obedience  naturally  died  of  it :  Uutalns!  itdiduotdie 
nnrcveuyed  ;  for  no  sooner  had  fainting  faith  given 
birth  to  a  dead  work,  than  she  was  destroyed  by  her 
spurious  offspring.  Thus  faith  and  obedience,  that 
couple  more  lovely  than  David  and  hi™  friend,  more  in- 
separable than  Saul  and  Jonathan,  in  their  death  were 
»ot  divided.  They  even  met  with  a  common  grave,  the 
corrupt  atrocious  breast  of  a  rebellious  angel,  or  of 
apostate  man. 

Nor  does  St.  James  give  u«  a  less  melancholy  ac- 
count of  this  fatal  error,  While  faith  slumbered, 
'  lust  conceived,  and  brought  forth  sin,  and  sin  finished, 
brought  forth  death,'  the  death  of  faith,  and  conse- 
quently the  moral  death  of  angelic  spirits  and  human 
souls,  who  equally  live  by  faith'  during  their  state  of 
probation.  So  fell  Lucifer  from  heaven,  to  rule  and 
rage  iu  the  darkness  of  this  world  :  So  fell  Adam  from 
Paradise,  to  toil  and  die  in  this  vale  rjf  tears  :  So  fell 
Judas  from  an  iijiostolii;  throne,  to  hang  himself,  and  go 
to  his  own  place. 

Nor  can  we  rise,  hut  in  a  way  parallel  to  that  by  which 
they  fell.  For,  u  a  disbelief  of  onr  Creator,  produc- 
tive of  bad  ttorks,  sunk  our  first  parents  ;  so  a  faith  in 
our  Redeemer,  productive  of  good  wort*,  must  itistru- 
meulally  raise  their  fallen  posterity. 


I   Faith  in  God 


afrymau,  a*  soon  ai  Gods  bIovv  appHuv 


FIRST.]  HISTOItlCAL   ESSAY.  S2S 


Should  yon  ask,  which  is  most  necessary  to  saltation, 
faith  or  works  ? ;  I  beg  leave  to  propose  a  similar  ques- 
tion :  Which  is  most  essential  to  brcathiug,  inspiration 
or  expiration  ?  If  you  reply,  that  "  The  moment  cither 
is  absolutely  at  an  end,  so  is  the  other  ;  and  therefore 
both  are  equally  important ;"  I  return  exactly  the  same 
answer.  If  humble  faith  receive  the  breath  of  spiritual 
life;  obedient  love  gratefully  returns  it,  and  makes, 
way  for  a  fresh  supply  :  When  it  does  uot,  the  Spirit  in 
grieved  ;  And  if  thin  want  of  co-opoialinn  i<  pi-msted 
in  to  (he  end  of  the  day  of  salvation,  the  sin  unto  death 
is  committed,  the  Spirit  is  quenched  in  his  saving  ope- 
ration, the  apostate  dies  the  second  death, and  his  cor- 
rupt soul  is  cast  into  the  bottomless  pit,  as  a  putrid 
corpse  Into  the  noisome  grave. 

Again,  if  faith  li;>.  tin-  ri'kLirit«i.-<:  over  works  by  giving 
them  birth,  works  have  the  advantage  over  faith  by 
perfecting  it.  '  Seest  thou,'  says  St.  James,  speaking 
of  the  father  of  the  faithful,  '  how  faith  wrought  with 
his  works,  aud  by  works  was  faith  made  perfect  ?' 
And  if  St.  1'aul  affirms,  that  works  without  faith  are 
dead,  St.  James  maintains,  '  faith  without  works  is 
dead  also.' 

Once  more,  Christ  is  always  the  primary,  original, 
properly  meritorious  cause  of  our  justification  and 
salvation.  To  dispute  it,  is  to  renounce  the  faith,  and 
to  plead  for  antichrist.  Aud  yet,  to  deny,  that,  under 
this  primary  tLiu.-e,  tlkTt  are  .•ccoudary,  subordinate, 
instrumental  causes  of  our  justification,  and  conse- 
quently of  our  salvation,  is  to  set  the  Bible  aside,  and 
fly  in  the  face  of  judicious  Calviiiists,  who  cannot  help 
maintaining  it,  both  from  the  pulpit  and  from  the  press.* 


m  James  II.  2i,  printed  by  Full 
tad  it  wc  ihall  be  Justified  in  i: 
ronlj,   they  shall  undoubtedly  tie 


fitd    to    ti,it  'lAneTo/if  .wc  of    the    word,     mmuniou&i  ^ 
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Now,  if  In  the  day  of  our  conversion,  faith  is  the  se- 
condary subordinate  cause  of  our  acceptance  as  penitent 
sinners  ,•  in  the  day  of  judgment,  umrkt,  even  the  works 
of  faith,  will  be  [he  secoudiiiT  Miburdiiwre.  cause,  of  our 
acceptance  as  persevering  taints.  Let  us  therefore 
equally  decry  dead  faith  and  dead  works,  equally 
commi-nd  Bring  faith  and  its  important  fruits. 

Hitherto  1  have  endeavoured  to  check  the  rapid  pro- 
gress of  speculative  Antinoinianistn,  tliat  perpetually 
decries  works,  and  centres  iu  the  following  paragraph, 
which  presents  without  disguise  the  doctrine  of  the  ab- 
solute, unconditional  perseverance  of  adulterous  be- 
lievers, and  incestuous  saints  ; 

Saving   faith   Mug  immortal,  can  not  only   subsist 

Chrisr,  Inmumennly  by  faith,  and  dwlarativcly  by  works,  which 


Tha  reader  mill  permit  me  to 

hi  which  David  became  Saul's  kid 

Tin'  ft-.-oiLliiry  rouses,    atrenrding 

evidencinc  causes,    were  hifl  works 

aiant,  he  renounces  carnal  weapons 
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ithout  the  help  of  good  works,  but  no  aggravate  J 
'lines  can  give  it  a  finishing  stroke  A  believer  may 
i  cool  blood  murder  a  man,  after  having  seduced  bis 
iife,  without  exposing  himself  to  the  least  real  danger 
if  forfeiting  cither  his  heavenly  inheritance,  or  tin;  di- 
favonr  ;  because  his  iiihatioo.  which  a  fiui*lnni  in 
he  Jul!  extent  of  the  <cord,  without  MJ  of  his  good 
<orks,  cannot  possibly  be  fi  usti  atcd  by  any  Df  bis  evil 

i proper  now  (o  atleiupt  a  check  CO 
liariaaitro,  which  perpetually  oppose;  faith,  and  whoise 
.■stnictiie  errors  collected  in  one  position  may  ruu 
iua: — If  people  perform  external  acts  of  worship  to- 
ardsGou,and  of  charity  towards  their  neighbour  ; 
itir  principle*'  are  good  enough:  And  should  they 
;  faulty,  these  good  works  will  make  ample  amends 
>r  that  deficiency.— Upon  this  tonnnon  plan  of  doc- 
i-iiic,  if  the  filthy  sepulchre  is  but  whitewashed,  and 
lie  noisome  grave  inlnnii-il  with  a  (inwery  turf,  it  little 
latters  what  is  within,  whether  it  be  a  (k'ad  man'j 
ones,  a  dead  heart  swelled  with  pride,  or  all  manner 
f  corrnptiou. 

It  is  hard  to  say,  who  ilu  Christianity  tuost  dissei- 
ice.the  Soliridinus,  who  assert  that  works  are  nothiug 
before  God;'  or  the  Pharisees,  who  maintain  that 
ertalu  religious  ceremonies,  and  external  duties  of 
jorality  are  the  very  soul  of  religion.  O  thou  true 
eliever,  bear  thy  testimony  against  both  their  errurs  ; 
nd  equally  cmitend  for  the  tree  and  the  fruit,  the  faith 
f  St.  Paul  and  the  works  of  St.  James;  remein- 
Ering  that  if  ever  the  gates  of  hell  prevail  against 
ice,  it  will  be   by   uiakiug  thee  over-value  faith  and 
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despise  good  works,  or  over-rate  works,  and   slight 
'  precious  faith.' 

The  world,  I  grant,  is  foil  of  Galliot,  easy  or  bmy 
men,  who  seldom  trouble  themselves  about  faith  or 
worka,  law  or  gospel.  Their  latitudinarian  principles 
perfectly  agree  with  their  loose  conduct :  And  if  their 
volatile  minds  arc  fixed,  il  is  only  by  a  steady  adherence 
lo  snob  commandments  as  thews  "  Be  not  righteoai 
over  much  :— Get  and  spend  : — Marry  or  he  giren  iu 
marriage  : — Eat  and  drink: — Lie  dowo  to  Bleep  and 
rise  up  to  play  : — Care  neither  for  heaven  oof  hell  :— 
Mind  all  of  earth,  but  the  awful  spot  allotted  thee  for  > 
grave,"  4c.  However,  while  they  punctually  ob» 
thia  decalogue,  their  conscience  is  sometimes  ai 
sense  of  corroding  guilt,  commonly  called  ui 
i,  or  low  spirits:  And  if  they  cannot  shake  itol 
'scenes  of  dissipation,  new  plunges  into 
gratifications,  new  schemes  of  hurrying  busiue 
religious  concern  fastens  upon  their  breasts, 
tempter  deludes  them,  by  making  his  false  coin 
for  the  '  gold  tried  in  the  lire."  If  his  dupes  will  1 
faith,  he  makes  them  take  up  with  that  of  the  AM 
minus.  If  they  are  for  irarfa,  he  recommends  to  tl 
those  of  the  self-righteous.  And  if  some  seem  cut  out 
to  be  brands  iu  the  church  -,  fiery,  persecuting,  impla- 
cable zealots  ;  lie  gives  them  a  degree  iu  the  ituiverrit; 
of  Babel  :  Owe  fa  a  Pacheiirai  the  science  of  sophistry, 
another  a  Master  of  the  liberal  art  of  calumny,  and 
a  third  a  Doctor  iu  human,  or  diabolical  dici/iity  ;  But 
if  all  these  graduates  have  not  as  much  faith  as  Simon 
Magus,  or  as  many  worka  as  the  conceited  Pharisee  ; 
yet  they  may  have  as  much  zeal  for  the  church  as  tat 
bigot,  who  set  out  from  Jerusalem  for  Damascus  in 
pursuit  of  heretics.  They  may  sometimes  pursne  those 
who  dissent  from  them,  even  '  unto  strange  cities.' 

Haa  not  the  world  always  swarmed  with  those  de- 
votees, who,  blindly  following  after  faith  without  lor- 
ing  obedience,  or  after  obedience  without  loving  faith, 
have '  made  havock  of  the  church,'  and  driven  myriads 


of  wordly  men  to  a  settled  contempt  of  pull  hits*  ; 
While  a  few,  by  equally  standing  up  fur  true  faith  arid 
utiiversal  ubL'illL'iiL-u.  have  al.nie  kept  up  the  honour  tit 
leligion  in  the  world?  Take  a  general  view  Of  the 
church,  and  yiiu  iviil  see  this  tib-c  nation  confirmed  Lij 
a  rariqty  ot  black,  bright,  and  mixt  characters. 

'i'he  first  man  born  of  a  woman,  is  a  striking  picture 
uf  perverted  mankind.  He  is  at  once  a  sullen  Pharisee, 
and  a  gross  Antlaoiuiau  :  He  sacrifices  to  God,  am! 
murders  his  brother.  Abel,  the  Illustrious  type  of  con- 
verted sinners,  truly  believes,  and  acceptably  wicnlk'i's. 
Faith  anil  works  shine  in  bis  life  with  equal  lustre  ; 
and  iu  his  death  we  see  what  the  godly  may  expect 
from  the  impious  church  ami  (he  pi'>:i.  world.  Prolo- 
ntartyr  for  the  doctrine  of  this  Check,  he  falls  the  first 
innocent  victim  to  Pharisaical  pride  and  Autinomijti 
fnry..  '  The  sons  of  God'  mix  with  '  the  daughters  of 
men,  Itaru  their  works,'  and  '  make  shipwreck  of  the 
faith.'  Enoch  ncertlicless  truly  licltcves  in  God,  and 
liuinhly  walks  with  him  :  Faith  and  works  equally 
adorn  his  character.  The  world  is  soou  full  of  luls- 
belicf,  iuid  the  earth  of  violence.  Noah,  however,  be- 
lieves and  works  ■  lie  ri edits  (.mi's  word,  and  builds 
the  ark.  This  work  '  condemns  the  world,  and  he 
becomes  heir  ut'  the  li-thtfottsiiess  which  is  by  faith.1 
— Consider  Abraham  ;  see  how  he  believes  and  work*  ! 
(ioil  speaks,  and  lie  ka.es  iiis  I. nu.se,  Ills  estate,  his 
friends,  and  native  country.  His  faith  works  by  love ; 
lie  exposes  his  life  to  recover  bis  ueijjhLi'Hir's  property, 
he  readily  (jives  un  to  Lot  his  right  of  choice  to  pre- 
vent a  quarrel,  he  earnestly  intercedes  for  Sodom,  he 
charitably  hopes  the  best  ut  its  wicked  inhabitant*,  he 
clmlly  entertain.,  strangers,  humbly  washes  their  feet, 
ililiecntly  instructs  his  household,  anil  submissively 
offers  np  Isaac  his  favourite  sou,  the  child  of  his  old 
atte,  the  hope  uf  his  family,  his  own  heir,  and  that  of 
God's  promise :  IS y  these  '  works  his  faith  is  made 
perfect,'  and  lie  deserve*  to  be  tailed  the  '  Father  of 
the  faithful. 

Vol.  11.  P 
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Moses  (reads  iu  his  step?  :  He  believes,  q 
raoh's  coDi't,  and  suffers  affliction  with  the  people 
God.  Under  his  cotuliM.  the  Israelites  believe,  obe 
ami  cross  the  Red  Sea  with  an  high  hand  ;  but  soon  af- 
ter they 'niiirntur,  it  lid,  and  provoke  divine  vengeance, 
Thus  the  destruction,  which  they  had  avoided  iu 
Gonheii  through  ohedieut  faith,  they  meet  iu  the  wil- 
derness through  '  the  works  of  unbelief.'  Nature  is  up 
iu  arms  to  punish  their  kicks] idi yip.  The  pestilence, 
the  sword,  earthquake-,  liery  solvents,  mid  fire  from 
heaven,  combine  to  destroy  the  ungrateful,  Antinornian 
apostates. 

In  the  days  of  Joshua,  that  eminent  type  of  Christ, 
fui tli  and  works  are  happily  reconciled  ;  anil  whilst 
they  walk  hand  in  haii'LlM-ael  is  in  vincible,  the  greatest 
difficulties  are  surmounted,  and  the  land  of  promke  ii 
conquered,  divided,  and  enjoyed. 

Under  the  nest  J  utiles,  tail  1 1  ami  w  oiks  seldom  meet 
but  as  often  as  they  do,  a  deliverance  is  wrought 
Israel.  Working  believe™  carry  all  before  then  — " 
'  can  do  all  things  through  the  Lord  strengthen! 
them  :'  They  are  little  omnipotent*  ;  lint  if  they  suf 
the  Autinomian  Delilah  to  cut  oft'  their  locks,  yott  n 
apply  to  them  the  awful  words  of  David :  (spoken 
magistrate.1),  who  forsake  the  way  of  righteousness 
'  I  have  said,  Ye.  are  gods,  and  all  of  you  are  childr 
uf  the  Most  High  ;  but  ye  shall  die  like  men,  a 
like  one  of  the  princes  ;'  like  Zimri  or  Corah, 
or  A  hi  ram. 

The  character  of  Samuel,  the  last  of  the  Judges, 
perfect.  From  the  cradle  to  the  grave  he  beliei 
works;  he  serve*  tioi.i  ant!  hit  generation.  Hi 
like  those  of  Eli,  halt  in  practice,  and  their  faith  is  a 
abomination  to  God  and  mini.  David  believes,  wor 
and  kills  the  blaspheming  Philistine.  He  slides  i 
Antiiioiuiau  faith,  w:iiiiu!i!y  -iiIiili'i  a  married,  worn: 
and  perfidiously  kills  an  honest  man.  Solomon  follow 
hiin  in  the  narrow  path  of  working  faith,  and  in  tl 
broad  way  of  speculative  and  practical  Autinouiianisr 
The  ivorhs   of  the  von  correspond  with  tliose    of  tl 
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father.     Happy  for  him,  if  the  repentance  of  the  idola- 
trous king  equalled  that  of  his  adulterous  parent ! 

In  the  days  of  Elijah,  the  gates  of  hell  seemed  to 
have  prevailed  against  the  church.  Queen  Jezebel  had 
'  cut  off  the  prophets  of  the  Lord/  and  appointed  400 
chaplains  to  his  majesty  king  Ahab,  who  shared  the 
dainties  of  the  royal  table,  and  therefore  found  it  easy 
to  demonstrate,  that  'pleading  for  Baal*  was  orthodoxy, 
and  prosecuting  honest  Naboth  as  '  a  blasphemer  of 
God  and  the  king/  was  an  instance  of  true  loyalty. 
But  then  all  were  not  lost:  Seven  thousand  men 
shewed  their  ntifh  by'their  works;  they  firmly  believed 
in  Jehovah,  and  steadily  refused  bowing  the  knee  to 
Baal 

In  the  days  of  Isaiah  and  Jeremiah,  wickedness, 
persecution,  and  imaginary  good  works,  prevailed 
under  a  show  of  zeal  for  the  temple,  and  of  regard  for 
the  people  of  God.  But  even  then  also,  there  was  a 
small  remnant  of  believing  and  working  souls,  who  set 
fire  to  the  stubble  of  wickedness  during  the  pious 
reign  of  Hezekiah  and  Josiah. 

Follow  the  chosen  nation  to  Babylon.  They  all 
profess  the  faith  still :  But  how  few  believe  and  work  ! 
Some  do,  however :  And  by  their  '  work  of  faith'  aud 
*  patience  of  hope'  they  c  quench  the  violence  of  fire/ 
and  *  stop  the  mouths  of  lions :'  And  what  is  more  ex- 
traordinary stlll$  they  strike  with  astonishment  a  fierce 
tyrant,  a  Nebuchadnezzar;  they  fill  with  wonder  a 
cowardly  king,  a  Darius  :  And  disarming  the  former 
of  his  rage,  the  latter  of  his  fears,  they  sweetly  force 
them  both  to  confess  the  true  God  among  their 
idolatrous  courtiers,  and,  throughout  their  immense 
dominions. 

In  the  days  of  Herod,  the  double  delusion  is  at  the 
height.  John  the  Baptist  boldly  bears  his  testimony 
against  it  in  the  wilderness,  and  our  Lord  upon  the 
mount,  in  the  temple,  and  every  where.  But,  alas  ! 
what  is  the  consequence  ?  By  detecting  the  Antinomi- 
anism  of  the  Pharisees,  and  the  Pharisaism  of  Antiuo- 
mians,  he  makes  them  desperate.    The  *\fYr\\  ol  ^?C\\\ 
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lists  with  tenfold  fury  against  n»  innocence  for  supe- 
rior to  that  of  Abel.  Pharisees  and  Herodiatts  must 
absolutely  glut  their  malice  with  his  blood.  He  yields 
to  their  rage ;  and  while  he  '  puts  away  sin  by  the 
sacrifice  of  himself,'  hi-  condescends  to  die  a  martyr  for 
the  light  faith,  and  the  true  works;  he  seals  a"  a 
ilyiiii;  priest  ilit  truth  »f  the  two  go~pr/l-axioms,  whicli 
he  had  so  often  sealed  a-  u  living  prophet,  and  con- 
tinues to  seal  as  :iu  eternal  Melchisedec. 

rThe  apostles,  by  precept  and  example,  powerfully 
enforce  their  Lord's  doctrine  and  practice.  Their  lives 
«re  true  copies  of  their  exhortations  :  Their  deepest 
sermons  are  only  exact  descriptions  of  their  behaviour. 
It  is  hard  to  say  whicli  excite  men  most  tu  believe  and 
obey,  their  seraphic  discourses  or  their  angelic  con- 
duct. Their  labours  are  erownedwith  general  success. 
Judaism  ami  Hen'hcnisin  are  every  where  struck  at, 
and  fall  under  (lie  thunder  of  their  words  of  fuitli,  and 
the  shining  power  (mighl  I  not  say  the  lightning  ?)  nf 
their  works  of  love.  Thus  the  world  is  '  turned  upside 
down'  before  faith  and  works  ;  '  the  times  of  refreshing 
come  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord  ;'  and  earth, 
cursed  as  it  is,  become*  a  I'ar.nli-e  lui  obedient  be- 
lievers. 

Hell  trembles  at  the  revolution;  and  before  all  is 
lost,  Satan  hastens  tn  '  lj  an -for  in  himself  into  an  angel 
of  light.'  In  thai  favourable  disguise,  he  puts  his  usual 
Stratagem  in  execution  against  the  believing,  working, 
and  suffering  church.  He  instils  speculative  fi*  " 
pleads  for  relaxed  manners,  puts  the  had  ire  lit'  contempt 
upon  the  daily  cross,  and  gets  the  immense  body  of 
the  Gnostics  ami  i.aoilice;ms  into  Ins  snare.  Sad  and 
sure  is  the  conscqieucc.  The  genuine  works  nf^  faith 
are  neglected  :  Idle  works  of  men'-,  invention  are  sub- 
stituted for  those  of  God's  Co n) mand men ts.  And 
fallen  churches,  through  the  smooth  way  of  Antinomi- 
anism,  return  to  the  covert,  way  of  Pharisaism,  or  to 
the  broad  way  of  Infidelity. 

Such  was  the  dtplondile  , '..nidi; ion  nf  die  western 
chavch   when  Luther  Appeared     Tvue  faith  was  de- 
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tile  former  were  well  uiirh  choked  by  (lie  thorn*  that 
sprang  from  ihe  latter.  The  zealous  Reformer,  with 
his  sharp  scythe,  justly  cut  Ihem  dowu  through  a  con- 
siderable part  of  Germany.  His  terribly  successful 
weapon,  which  had  already  done  some  execution  in  the 
Netherlands,  Prance,  and  Italy,  might  have  reached 
Rome  itself,  if  the  effects  of  his  unguarded  preaching 
had  not  dreadfully  broke  out  around  him  in  the  North. 

There  the  balance  of  the  evangelical  precepts  was 
lost.  Soli  fill  kins  iiju.'iily  |,ruv;iilcd.  Our  Lord's  Ser- 
mon upon  the  Mount,  and  St.  James's  V.  pis  tie,  were 
either  explained  away,  or  wished  out  of  the  llible. 
The  amiable,  practicable  law  of  Christ  was  perpetually 
confounded  with  the  terrible  im practicable  law  of 
innorrneei  and  the  avoidable  penalties  of  the  former 
were  injuitiriously  represented  :i~  urn-  ivilli  tin:  dreadful 
curie  of  the  latter,  or  with  the  abrogated  ceremonies 
of  the  Mosaic  dispensation.  Then  the  law  was  pub- 
licly wedded  to  the  devil,  and  poor  I'lotestant  Soiifi- 
diaus  were  taught  in  ltid  cima!  ddiance  to  both. 

The  effects  soon  answered  the  cause.  Lawless  be- 
lievers, known  under  the  name  of  Anabaptists,  arose 
in  Germany.  They  fanned  iliemsrhes  the  dear,  the 
elect  people  of  God;  they  wete  complete  in  Christ ; 
their  election  wan  absolutely  made  sure  ;  all  things 
were  theirs  ;  and  they  went  abnut  in  religions,  mobs  to 
deliver  people  from  iegallmtuhzi-,  and  brini;  them  into 
;-,.»//•■/  liberty,  which,  in  their  opinion,  was  a  liberty  to 
despise  all  laws  divine  and  human,  and  to  do,  every 
one,  what  was  right  in  his  own  eyes.  Luther  was 
shocked,  and  cried  out:  But  the  mischief  wasdone, 
and  the  liefun nation  ifisjrvured  :  Nor  did  he  persever- 
ingly  apply  the  proper  remedy  pointed  out  in  the  Mi- 
nutes. "  salvation  not  by  the  merit  of  works,  but  by 
the  woikfl  of  faith  as  a  condition." 

Nevertheless,  he  was  wise  enough  to  give  up  the 
rootof  the  mischief  in  the.  Lutheran  Articles  of  Reli- 
gion, presented  to  the  Emperor  Charles  the  5th  at 
Augsburg,  whence  they  were  called  Vh<-  .  tiigsburgCon* 


/ration.  In  the  XlHh  of  those  Articles,  which  treats 
of  repentance,  we  find  these  remarkable  words  :  "  We 
tcrii-li,  touching  repentance,  that  tho-e  ivho  hare  sinned 
after  baptism,  may  obtain  ilic  forgiveness  of  their  sins 
oi  oflen  as  they  are  converted,"  &c.  Again,  "  We 
condemn  the  Anabaptists,  who  say,  that  those  who 
have  been  once  justified  can  no  mote  lose  the  Holj 
Spirit." 

This  doctrine  clearly  opened,  and  frequently  en- 
forced,  might  have  stopped  the  progress  of  Antino- 
uiianisni.  Hut,  alas  !  Luther  did  not  often  insist  upon 
it,  and  sometimes  he  seemed  even  to  contradict  it.  In 
the  mean  time  Call-in  came  up  ;  and  though  I  must  do 
ill  in  the  jusi'u't:  to  acknowledge,  that  he  seldom  went 
thi:  length  of  modern  Caliiuista  in  speculative  Anting - 
taiauism,  yet  he  made  the  matter  worse  by  advancing 
many  uiijjiiardul  propositions  about  absolute  decreet 
and  the  necessary,  final  perseverance  of  buik-lidii):.' 
believers. 

This  doctrine,  »  iiicli,  together  with  its  ;!ppeodU!;es. 
so  nicely  reconciles  Baal  aud  Fire  Grace  ;  a  lilllt,  or 
(if  the  backslider  is  so  mindedj  a  good  /leal  of  the 
world,  and  heaven  ;  this  llcsh- pleas  iu:;  doi-triue,  whirls 
slily  parts  faith  and  works,  while  it  decently  unites 
Christ  and  Belial,  could  not  but  be  acceptable  to  inju- 
dicious and  carnal  Protestants  i  Aud  to  make  it  pass 
with  others,  it  was  pompously  decorated  with  the 
name  ot  tie  itrintriii*  of  grace;  and  free  grace  preachers, 
as  they  call  t.ln.,ui.,'i,lvL,s,  insinuated  that  -St.  James'i 
doctrine  of  '  faith  being  dead  without  works,'  was  a 
doctrine  of  wrath,  an  uncomfortable  auli-ebiistinn 
doctrine,  which  none  but  "  proud  justiciaries"  and 
rank  Papists  could  maintain.  Time  would  fail  to  men- 
tion all  the  hooks  that  were  indirectly  written  against 
it ;  or  to  relate  all  die  abuse  that  was  indirectly  thrown 
upon  these  tun  proportions  of  St.  Paul,  '  Whai-ocrer 
a  man  soivei.ii  that  shall  lie  also  reap,'  and  '  If  ye  live 
after  the  flesh  ye  shall  die.' 

Let  it  suffice  to  observe,  that  by  these  means  the 
hellish  sower  of  Antiuoiuiau  tares  prevailed.    Thou- 


sands  of  pood  men  were  canted  away  by  the  stream. 
And,  what  is  more  surprising  ■■till,  not  a  few  of  the 
wise  and  learned,  fainured,  unbraced,  and  defends il 
the  Antinomian  delusion. 

Thns  what  Luther's  Solifidiau  zeal  hail  begun,  and 
what  Calvin's  Predeslinariaii  mistakes  hud  carried  on, 
was  readily  completed  by  the  Synod  of  Don  ;  and  the 
Antinomianism  of  many  Protectants  was  not  less  con- 
firmed by  that  assembly  of  Calvinistie  divines  ;  than 
the  Pharisaism  nf  many  Papists  had  been  before  by 
the  cunncil  of  Trent. 

It  is  true,  that  as  some  good  men  in  the  Church  of 
Rome  have  baldly  withstand  Pharisaical  errors,  and 
openly  pleaded  for  salvation  by  grace  through  faith  ; 
so  some  good  mem  in  the  lYdte.-tant  i-liortlics  have  al.-o 
steadily  resisted  Antinnmian  delusions  and  publicly 
defended  the  doctrine  of  sanation,  not  by  the  proper 
merit  of  works,  but  by  the  works  uf  faith  as  a  con- 
dition. But  alas  1  As  the  Popes  of  Rome  crushed  or 
excommunicated  the  former,  almost  an  fast  aa  they 
arose;  so  have  ; i ■  ■  r t y  Proserin!  Popes  blackened  or 
silenced  the  latter.  The  true  Quakers,  from  their 
first  appearance,  have  made  as  firm  a  stand  against 
the  Autiiioniiaus,  as  the  ValtletiNes  against  the  Papists; 
and  it  is  well  known  that  tin-  Atitinomiann,  who  we:  t 
from  England  to  America  with  many  pious  Puritans, 
whipt  the  Quakers,  men  and  women,  cut  off  their  ears, 
made  against  them  a  law  of  banishment  upon  pain  of 
death,  and  upou  that  tyrant1.  i-_-a  I  law  hauued  four  of 
their  preachers,  three  men  and  one  woman, t  in  the 
last  ceutury,  for  preaching  up  the  Christian  perfection 
of  faith  and  obedience,  and  so  disturbing  trie  peace 
of  the  elect,  who  were  '  at  east  in  Sion,'  or  rather  iu 
Babel. 

I  ueed  not  mention  the  title  of  heretic,  with  which 
that  learned  and  good  man.  Anniuhi-,  is  to  this  day 
dignified,    lor    baring    made  a  firm  and   noble    stand 

t  Their  names  v..n.'    \s  iili.;m  lA.t.;.;i.  \l.-.:,i,r'..nx<..  ^[(^lur-.  n. 

IVllliiiii,  II  o'-i  in-  cm,  ;;,„[  \|;,r\  Uyir.   r-n:  Tin  ll;,l,.:-.i  „ril,c    tym!..:, 
bjSewell;  and  New  England  juil^ril,  by  George  Biihop. 
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against  wanton  Free  Grace.  Tlie  banishment  ov  depri- 
vntioD  of  GeoIhh,  l:pi.copius,  ami  other  Durch  divines, 
is  no  secret.  Am)  it  is  well  known  that  in  Fngland 
Mr.  Baxter,  Mr.  Wesley,  atid  Mr.  Sellon,  arc  to  thifi 
day  '  an  abhorrence  to  all  Anliimmiun  flesh." 

I  am  sorry  to  say,  that,  all  things  conaideied,  these 
liiiod  nii'ii  have  been  treated  with  as  mueli  severity  hj 
Protestant  An titiotuianB,  as  ever  Luther,  Melaucthon, 
atul  Calrin  Were  by  Popish  Pharisees :  The  Antino- 
miau  and  Pharisaic  spirit  rim  an  much  into  one,  as  the 
two  arnia  of  a  river  that  cuilirairs  an  island  .  If  thej 
divide  for  a  time.it  is  only  to  meet  attain,  and  increase 
their  mutual  rapidity.  I  beg  leave  to  apeak  my  whole 
mind.  It  is  ccjually  clear  from  scripture  and  reason, 
that  we  must  believe,  in  order  to  he  saved  consistently 
with  God's  mercy  ;  and  that  we  moat  obey,  in  order  to 
be  saved  consistently  with  his  holiness.  These  pro- 
positions are  the  immovable  basts  of  the  two  pnsptl 
axioms.  Now  if  1  reject  either  of  them,  it  little  matters 
which.  If  I  blow  my  hraina  out,  what  stgnifiei  it, 
whether  1  do  it  by  clapping  the  mouth  of  a  pistol  to  my 
right  or  to  my  left  temple  ? 

Error  moves  hi  a  circle  :  Extremes  meet  in  oue 
A  warm,  Popish  Pharisee,  and  a  jealous,  Protestant 
Aiiliuiuninu,  art  nearer  each  other  llian  they  imagine. 
The  one  will  tell  ynn,  that  by  going  to  mass  and  con- 
fession, he  can  get  a  fresh  absolution  from  the  priest 
for  any  sin  that  he  shall  commit :  The  other,  whose 
mistake  is  still  more  pleasing  to  flesh  and  blond, 
assurer-  you  that  he  has  already  got  an  eternal  absolu- 
tion, so  that  "  under  every  state  and  circumstance  he 
can  possibly  be  in,  he  is  justified  from  all  thine-,  his 
sins  are  for  ever  and  for  ever  cancelled." 

But  if  they  differ  a  little  in  the  idea  of  their  imagi- 
nary privileges ,  they  have  the  honour  of  agreeing  in 
the  main  point.  For,  although  the  one  makes  a  great 
noise  about  faith  and  Free  Grace,  and  the  other  about 
works  and  true  charity,  they  exactly  meet  in  narrow 
grace  and  despairing  nneharitahlcness.  'lite  Pharisee 
in  Jerusalem  asserts,  that  "  out  of  the  Jewish  church 
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there  can  be  no  salvation,"  and  his  companions  in 
self-election  heartily  say,  Amen  !  The  Pharisee  in 
Rome  declares,  that  "  There  is  no  salvation  out  of 
the  apostolic,  Romish  chorch,"  and  all  the  Catholic 
elect  set  their  seal  to  the  Antichristhn  decree.  And 
the  Antinomian  in  London  insinuates,  (for  he  is 
ashamed  to  speak  quite  out  in  a  Protestant  country,) 
that  there  is  no  salvation  out  of  the  Calvinistic  Pre- 
destinarian  church.  Hence,  if  yon  oppose  his  princi- 
ples in  ever  so  rational  and  scriptural  a  manner,  he 
supposes  that  yon  are  "  quite  dark,"  that  all  your 
holiness  is  "  self-made,"  and  all  your  "  righteous  - 
ness  a  cobweb  spun  by  a  poor  spider'  ont  of  its  own 
bowels."  And  If  he  allows  yon  a  chance  for  your 
salvation,  it  is  only  upon  a  supposition,  that  you  may 
yet  repent,  of  your  opposition  to  his  errors,  and  turn 
Calvinist  before  you  die.  But  might  not  an  inquisitor 
be  as  charitable  ?  Might  he. not  hope  that  the  poor 
heretic,  whom  he  has  coudemned  to  the  flames,  may 
yet  be  saved  if  he  cordially  kiss  a  crucifix,  and  say, 
"  Ave,  Maria  /•'  at  the  stake  ? 

And  now,  candid  reader,  look  around,  and  see  what 
these  seeiniugly  opposite  errors  have  done  for  Christ's 
church.  Before  the  reformation,  Christendom  was  over- 
spread with  superstition  and  fanaticism ;  aud  since, 
with  lukewarmness  and  infidelity.  But  let  us  descend 
to  particulars. 

What  has  Pharisaism  done  for  the  Church  of  Rome  ? 
It  has  publicly  rent  from  her  all  the  Protestant  king- 
doms, and  secretly  turned  against  her  an  innumerable 
multitude  of  Deists  :  For  while  bigots  continue  ridi- 
culous bigots  still ;  men  of  wit,  headed  by  ingenious 
infidels,  continually  pour  undeserved  contempt  upon 
Christianity,  through  the  deserved  wounds  which 
they  give  to  Popery.  They  represent  Christ's  rational 
aud  humane  religion  as  one  of  the  worst  in  the  world, 
unjustly  charging  it  with  the  persecuting  spirit,  and 
horrible  massacres  of  those  Catholics  so  called,  who, 
mangling  the  truth,  and  running  away  with  one  half 
of  the  body  of  Christian  divinity,  disgrace  the  whole 
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And  what  does  Pharisaism  for  the  Protestant 
ehurchcs  ?  So  far  as  it  prevails,  spreads  it  not  around 
its  t'aiLiI  li'Lireu,  a  general  indifference  about  heartfelt 
reliji'mn  ?  Turns  it  not  llu:  lively  oracles  of  God  into 
a  dead  letter,  the  sacranicnls  into  empty  ceremonies, 
the  nieaiia  of  grace  into  tattles,  to  quiet  n  guilty 
i-i.>ii.ineiL<*e  with,  the  precious  blood  of  Christ  into  a 
common  thing,  his  hallowed  cross  into  an  inglorious 
tree,  external  devotion  into  a  cloak  for  secret  hypo- 
crisi  ;  and  some  ait'  ul"  apparent  benevolence  into 
the  1'i.uiii'lri  of  a  ladder,  the  bottom  of  which  reaches 
bell,  and  behold  spiritual  fiends  fall  manner  of  dia- 
bolical tempera}  are  seen  continually  '  ascending  and 
drjHccinliii.i;  on  it  ?' 

Does  it  not  incline  us  to  despise  those  who  are 
iiniiuiirly  pious,  a*  if  they  wero  out  of  their  senses ; 
to  despair  of  those  who  are  notoriously  wicked,  as  if 
tbey  were  absolute  reprobates :  And  to  prefer  a 
pupiilisi-  iiiiitatur  of  !(;u;ilib:!-  n.i  a  meek  follower  of 
Jesus  ?  Does  it  not  prompt  us  to  lay  an  undue  stress 
up  hi  diiles,  and  make  an  endless  ado  about  some 
friviiloos  I'irciimstaiice.  of  external  worship,  while  we 
'  pass  over  judgment,  mercy,  and  the  love  of  God?' — 
And  by  that  means,  does  it  not  coulirru  modern 
Herudians  in  their  Autiuomiauism,  and  modern  Sad- 
ducces  in  their  infidelity  ?  la  a  word,  does  it  not 
render  the  stiff  neck  stifTcr,  the  Wiud  understanding 
blinder,  the  hard  heart  stouter,  the  proud  spirit  more 
rebellions,  mure  i  mi  liferent  about  mercy,  more  averse 
to  yiispcl-ciaci',  more  sitauical,  readier  for  all  the 
curses  of  the  law,  and  riper  for  all  the  woes  of  the 
gospel  ? 

But  let  us  consider  the  other  extreme.  What  has 
Calvinism  dune  for  Geneva?  Alas  !  It  has  in  a  great 
degree  shocked  and  driven  it  info  Arianism,  Socinian- 
iaui,  and  infidelity.  See  the  account  lately  given  of 
it  iu  the  French  Encyclopedia :  Article 
nyofthe  clergy  of  Geneva  (says 
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D'Alembert)  no  longer  believe  the  divinity  of  Jesus 
Christ,  of  which  Calvin  their  leader  wa9  a  zealous 
defender,  and  for  which  he  had  Servetus  burned,  &c. : 
— They  believe  thai  there  are  punishments  in  another 
world,  bat  only  for  a  limited  time :  That  Purgatory, 
which  was  one  of  the  chief  causes  of  the  Reforma- 
tion, ii  now  the  only  punishment  which  mauy  Pro- 
testants admit  after  death.  A  new  proof  this,  that 
man  is  a  being  full  of  contradictions.  To  sum  up  all 
in  one  word,  the  religion  of  many  pastors  at  Geneva 
is  perfect  Socinianism." 

What  good  has  Calvinism  done  in  England  ?    Alas ! 
very  little.    When  a  bow  is  bent  beyond  its  proper 
degree  of  tension,  does  it  not  fly  to  pieces  ?    When 
yon  violently  pull  a  tree  towards  the  West,  if  it  recovers 
itself,  does  it  not  violently  fly  to  the  East?  '  Has  not 
this  generally  been  the  case  with  respect  to  all  the 
truths  of  God,  which  Jiave  been  forced  out  of  their 
scriptural  place  one  way  or  another  ?    Calvinism,  in 
the  days  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  was  at  the  very  same 
height  of  splendour,  at  which  Popery  had  attained  in 
the  days  of  King  Henry  the  VHIth,  and  they  share  the 
same  downfall.    Mole  ruunt  sua.   At  the  Reformation, 
the  first  grand  doctrine  of  Christianity,  (Salvation  by 
grace  through  faith,)  which  had  been  forced  out  of  its 
place,  and  almost  broken  by  the  Papists,  flew  back 
upon  them  with  such  violence,  that  it  shook  the  holy 
see,  frightened  the  Pope,  and  made  some  of  the  richest 
jewels  fall  from  his  triple  crown.     In  like  manner, 
the  second  grand  doctrine  of  Christianity,  (Salvation 
not  by  the  proper  merit  of  worki,  but  by  the  works  of 
faith  as  a  condition,)  which  had  been  served  by  the 
Antinomians   just  as  the  first  gospel  axiom    by  the 
Papists,  recovering  itself  out  of  their  hands,  flew  back 
upon  them  with  uncommon*violence  at  king  Charles's 
restoration,  by  an  indirect  blow  shook  two  thousand 
Calvinistic  ministers  out  of  their  pulpits ;  and  getting 
far  beyond  its  scriptural  place,   began  to  bear  hard 
upon,  and  even  thrust  out  the  grand  doctrine  of  salva- 
tion by  grace.     Thus  the  absurdity  and  mischief  of 
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AnttnQpUnfom  began  to  drive  agiain  the  generality  of 
English  Protestants  into   Pharisaism,   Arianism,  S<    " 
ni. infill,  i;-  opeu    infidelity;  thai   is,  iulo  the  slat 
which  most  of  ihc  learned  are  at  Rome  and  Geuev; 

]  grant  that  near  forty  years  ago,  some  clergymei 
from  the  University  of  Oxford  returned  to  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Information,  aud  zealously  contended 
aaaxu  for  sahalion  by  prate,  and  lor  universal  obedi- 
ence. By  the  divine  blessing  upon  their  indcr'atiinilih' 
endeavours,  Faith  and  Work.'  me;  again,  and  for  si 
time  walked  undisturbed  together,  A  little  revolution 
then  took  [dace  :  Pruclicul  Christianity  revived,  and 
leaning  upon  her  fair  daughters  Truth  and  Love,  took 
a  solemn  walk  through  the  k ingitom,  and  gave  a  fore- 
taste of  heaven   to  all  that  cordially  entertained  her. 

She  might,  by  (his  lime,  have  mined  this  favourite 
isle  into  a  land  tlmvin::;  with  spiiiiual  milk  and  honey, 
if  A|>|nillyon,  disguised  in  his  augdic  robes,  had  not 
played,  and  did  nut  continue  to  play  his  old  game. 
Nor  does  he  do  it  in  vaiu.  fly  his  insinuations  men 
of  a  contrary  turn  rise  against  Practical  Christianity. 
Many  of  the  devout  call  her  Heresy,  and  many  of  the 
pay  name  her  Hank  Enthusiasm.  In  the  mean  lime 
she  drops  a  tear  of  lender  pity,  prays  for  her  mis- 
Laken  persecutor-,  and  unictly  lethes  into  the  wilder- 
ness. Lean  Obedience  is  soon  driven  after  her,  to 
make  more  room  for  speculative  Faith,  who  is  s 
highly  icil  with  luscious  food  and  wild  honey,  th: 
she  ia  quite  bloated,  and  full  of  humours.  Nay,  ill 
some  she  is  degenerated  into  an  impatient  quarrelsome 
something,  which  calls  itself  Orthwlu.ry,  or  the  Truth, 
ami  must  be  treated  with  the  greatest  respect  ;  whilst 
Charity,  cold,  sickly,  and  almost  starved  for  want  of 
work,  i.i  hardly   used  with  common  pood  manners. 

lu  a  word,  Antiuomiiin  Christianity  i3'  come,  and 
makes  her  public  entry  in  the  professing  church.  A 
foolish  virgin,  who  assumes  th£  name  of  Free  Grace, 
walks  before  her,  and  cries,  "  Bend  the  knee,  bow 
the  heart,  anil  entertain  the  old,  the  pure,  the  only 
gospel."    An  ugly  black  hoy,  called  Free  Wrath,  ljears 
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enormous  tram,  awl  with  wonderful  art   hides 

himself  behind  it.    While  thousands  are  taken  with 

I   smiles  and  cheerful  lies*  of  Wanton  Free   Grace, 

ir  tliat  is  the  virgiu's  light  name,)  and  for  her  sake 

welcome  her  painted    mother;    a   grey-headed   Seer 

passes  by,  fixes  his  keen  eyes  upou  the  admired  family, 

s  through   their  disguise,   and  warns  his   friends. 

This  is  highly  resented,  not  only  by  all  the  lovers  of 

:  sprightly,   alluring  maid,   hut  by  sonic  excellent 

people,  who,  in  the  simplicity  of  their  hearts,  mistake 

her  for  the  celestial  virgin  Astrea.  Mr.  H.  Bud  Mr.  T., 

of  her  champions,  fall   upon  the  aged  Monitor  ; 

to  the  great   entertainment  of  the  Pharisaic  and 

Autinomiau  world,  who  do   the  best   to  tread  down 

his  honour  iu  the  dust. 

While  they  are  thus  employed,  a  rough  countryman, 
who  had  taken  the  Seer's  warning,  thimvs  himself  full 
in  the  way  of  AntiiioniUui  Christianity,  and  tries  to 
stop  her  iu  her  triumphal  march.  Wanton  Free 
Grace  is  a  little  disconcerted  at  his  rudeness,  she 
reddens,  nud  soon  shews  herself  the  true  sister  of 
Free  Wrath.  To  be  revenged  of  the  clown,  she  charges 
him  with — guess  what — A  rape  ?  No,  but  with  being 
great  with  'the  sia.li  t  ivhui  e,'  and  concerned  with 
tbe  Romish  '  man  of  siu.'  If  he  is  acquitted  of  these 
enormities,  they  say  that  she  is  determined  to  indict 
liiiu  for  murder  or  "  furtrery  ;"  and  it  rliat  will  not  do, 
for  highway  jobbery,  or  "  cxecrahle  Swiss  slander.' 
The  mountaineer,  whu  '  counts  not  his  life  dear,' 
stands  his  ground,  and  in  the  scuffle  discovers  the 
black  hoy,  lays  fast  hold  of  him,  and  notwithstanding 
the  good  words  that  he  gives  one  moment,  and  the 
floods  of  invectUes  which  he  pours  out  the  uext,  he 
drags  him  nut  to  public  view,  and  appeals  to  the 
Christian  world.     El  adhuc  sub  judict  litest. 

Bnt  leaving  England,  the  scene  of  the  present  con- 
troversy, I  ask,  What  does  Caldiii-iu  at  this  day  for 
Scotland,  when-  national  honours  are  paid  to  it,  and 
where  for  some  ages  it  has  passed  for  tin:  pure  gospel  ? 
Alas  :  Not  much,  if  wc  may  depend  upon  the  obser- 
vations of  a  gentleman  of  piety  and   fortune,   who 
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went  last  year  with  au  eminent  minister  of  Christ,  to 
inspect  the  slate  of  spiritual  Christianity  in  (he  North, 
and  brought  back  this  melancholy  account:  "The 
decay  of  vital  religion  is  yet  more  visible  in  Scotland 
than  in  England." 

Should,  by  this  time,  some  of  my  readers  be  ready 
to  ask,  what  .Arniiniani.-ni  lias  do  tie  lor  Holland  ami 
England  ;  1  reply  :  If  by  Arniinianism  you  mean  the 
pure  doctrine  of  Christ,  especially  the  doctrine  of 
our  free  justification  through  Christ,  by  the  instru- 
mentality  of  faith  in  the  day  of  a  sinner's  conversion, 
and  by  the  evidence  of  ilic  works'  ol  faith  afterwards  : 
If  you  mean,  as  I  do,  a. system  of  evangelical  trntli,  in 
which  the  two  gospel  precepts  In-liei-i'  ami  obry  are 
duly  balanced,  and  faith  and  works  kept  in  their  scrip- 
tural place;  I  answer  that,  under  Christ,  it  has  done 
all  the  good  that  lias  been  done,  not  only  in  Holland 
and  England,  but  in  all  Christendom, 

Be  not  then  mistaken  :  When  ministers,  leaning 
towards  speculative  Antinomianism,  have  done  good  ; 
it  has  not  been  by  prcachim;  wanton  Free  (irace,  and 
by  shackling  the  free  gospel  :  lint  hy  powerfully 
enforcing  'the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesns;'  by  crying 
aloud,  "  Believe,  thou  lost  sinner,  and  be  saved  by 
grace. — Obey,  thou  happy  believer,  and  evidence  thy 
salvation  by  works— And  whosoever  will,  let  him 
come  and  take  of  the  water  of  life  freely,  for  all  things 
are  now  ready." — So  far  as  they  have  started  aside 
from  this  guarded,  and  yet  encouraging  gospel,  (hey 
have  pulled  down  with  one  hand  what  they  built  with 
the  other;  they  have  tried  to  make  up  the  Pharisaic 
by  widening  the  Antinoinian  gap;  they  have  departed 
from  what  we  call  f'Arialiintit;/,  and  wliut  you  are  at 
full  liberty  to  call  sirminiatism,  Dii.rterianmn,  or 
Wesleianism. 

To  return:  I  observed  jn-t  now,  that  Antinoniianism 
drives  us  into  Pharisaism,  Socinianism,  and  Infidelity  : 
But  might  I  not  have  added  Fatalism,  the  highest 
degree  of  fasliionahl..-  Infidelity  ?  And  after  all,  what 
is  fatalism,  in  which  the  greatest,  infidel?  unanimously 
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.shelter  themselves  in  our  day  ?  Is  it  not  the  begin- 
ning or  the  end  of  high  Calvinism,  whose  emble- 
matical representation  may  be  a  serpent  forming  a 
circle  while  it  bites  its  tail,  with  this  motto,  In  sese 
volvitur  error,  "  After  a  large  circuit  error  ends  where 
it  began?"  If  high  Calvinism  is  the  head,  is  not 
Fatalism  the  tail  ? 

For  my  part  I  shall  not  wonder,  if  some  of  oar  high 
Predestiuarians  find  themselves,  before  they  are  aware, 
even  at  Hobbes's  or  Voltaire's  feet,  humbly  learning 
there  the  horrible  lessons  of  Fatalism.  Nay,  if  I  am 
not  mistaken,  they  perfectly  agree  with  the  French 
philosopher  in  the  capital  point.  One  might  think 
that  they  have  converted  him  to  their  orthodoxy,  or 
that  he  has  perverted  them  to  his  infidelity.  Candid 
reader,  judge  of  it  by  the  following  extract  of  his 
lecture  on  Destiny : 

"  Homer  (says  he)  is  the  first  writer,  in  whose 
works  we  find  the  notion  of  fate.  It  was  then  in 
vogue  in  his  time.  Nor  was  it  adopted  by  the  Phari- 
sees, till  many  years  after  :  For  these  Pharisees  them- 
selves, who  were  the  first  men  of  letters  among  the 
Jews,  were  not  very  ancient,  &c.  But  philosophers 
needed  neither  the  help  of  Homer,  nor  that  of  the 
Pharisees,  to  persuade  themselves,  that  all  things 
happen  by  immutable  decrees,  that  all  is  fixed,  that  all 
is  necessary"  Now  for  the  proof:  "Bodies  (adds 
he)  tend  to  the  centre,  pear-trees  can  never  bear  pine- 
apples, a  man  cannot  have  above  a  certain  number 
of  teeth." — And  directly  flying  from  teeth  to  ideas,  he 
would  have  us  infer,  that  we  can  no  more  arrange, 
combine,  alter,  or  dismiss  our  ideas,  than  our  grinders, 
and  that  an  adulterer  defiles  his  neighbour's  bed  as 
necessarily  as  a  pear-tree  produces  pears.  He  even 
adds,  "  If  thou  couldst  alter  the  destiny  of  a  fly,  thou 
shouldst  be  more  powerful  than  God  himself."  See 
Dictionaire  Philosophique  Portatif,  Londres,  1764, 
p.  163,  164 

This  ingenious  infidel  is  quite  as  orthodox  (in  the 
Calviuistic  sense  of  the  word)  in  his  article  on  Liberty ; 


"  What  doe*  then  your  free  will  consist  in,  (aftp  he,) 
if  It  la  mil  in  a  power  In  do  willingly  whit  absolute 
necessity  makes  you  choose?"  Nay  he  is  so  staunch 
a  Predeati Italian,  so  complete  a  Fatalist,  that  he  main- 
tains, no  one  can  choo-e  even  or  add)  without  an 
irresistible  order  <if  all-directing  fate.  And  he  con- 
cludes by  affirming,  that  all  "  liberty  of  indifference," 
that  is,  all  power  to  do  a  thing,  or  lu  leave  it  undone 
at  our  option,  without  r lie  lu'Ci'ssitaliug  agency  of  fate, 
"  is  arrant  nonsense."  Seethe  same  book,  p.  243, 
&c. 

Thus  the  most  subtle,  -elf- 1  ighteous  infidel  in  France, 
by  going  full  Kast  ;  and  the  most  rigid,  thorough -paced 
Auliiiomiau  in  England,  by  going  full  West,  in  the 
ways  of  err.ir,  inert  at  lnjt  face  to  face  in  the  Antipodes 
of  Truth.  O  may  the  shock  caused  by  their  uues- 
pected  encounter,  wake  tbeui  both  out  of  their  fatal 
dreams,  to  call  upon  him,  who  'takes  the  wise  in 
their  own  craftiness,'  imparts  true  wisdom  to  the  sini' 
pic,  and  crowns  the  humble  with  grace  and  glory. 

As  high  Calvinism  on  the  left  hand  falls  in  with 
fatalism,  so  mi  the  right  hand  it  runs  into  the  wildest 
notions  of  some  deluded  myotics,  and  ranting  perfecti- 
onists. Judicious  reader,  jnu  will  he  convinced  of  it 
by  the  following  propositions,  adraueed  by  Molinos'the 
father  of  the  Mystics  and  Perfection  i..ts,  who  are  known 
abroad  under  the  name  of  Quietists.  These  position!, 
among  many  others,  were  condemned  by  the  Pope  as 
"  rash,  offensive  in  pi  nus  cars,  erroneous,  scandalons," 
&c.  1  extract  them  from  the  Ball  of  hit  Holiness, 
given,  at  Home,  lti^7,:iiid  published  by  tin:  Archbishop 
uf  Cauibray  at  the  cud  of  his  hook  called  Instruction 
Pastorale,  printed  at  Amsterdam,  lfiBB.  See  pa^ 
192,  &c. 

"  Vclte  oficrari  nelirt  t'Jf  Daiim  iijTeittlere,  qui  wilt 
rue  sot'ts  averts,  &e.     To   be  willing  to  lie  active  and 

*  He  wsj  a  pi  Ha,  nut  injudicious  clergyman  of  the  Church  of 
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work,  is  to  offend  God,  who  will  be  the  sole  agent, 
&c. — Our  Natural  activity  stands  in  the  way  of  grace, 
and  hinders  the  4ivine  operation  and  true  perfection, 
quia  Deue  #*#  operari  to  nobis  ekte  nobU,  because  God 
will  work  in  as  without  us.  The  soul  ought  not  to 
think  upon- reward*  and  punishments.— We  must  leave 
to  God  thti  caring  of.  all  that  concerns  us,  that  be  may 
do  in  us,  without  us,  his  divine  will.  He  that  will  be  re- 
signed to  God's  wiQ,  must  not  ask  him  anything,  because 
petitions  sataur  of  our  own  will  and  therefore  are  im- 
perfect." or  to  speak  in  the  Calviniitic  way,  sinful. 

Again,  "  God,  to  humble  and  transform  us,  permits 
and  wills,  thai  the  devil  should  do.  violence  to  the 
bodies  of  some  perfect  souls  [i.  e.,  established  believers] 
and  should  make  them  commit  carnal  actions  agaiust 
their  will.-— God  now  sanctifies  his  saints  by  the  minis- 
try of  devils,  who,  by  causing  in  their  flesh  the  above- 
mentioned  violent  impulses,  makes  them  despise 
themselves  the  more,  Ac. — St.  Paul  felt  such  violent 
impulses  in  his  body.:  Hence  he  wrote,  *  The  good 
that  1  would,  I  do  not :  And  the  evil  which  I  would 
not,  I  do.'  These  violent  impulses  are  the  best  means 
to  humble  the  soul  to  nothing,  and  to  bring  it  to  true 
holiness  and  the  divine  union  :  There  is  no  other 
way,  et  Acec  est  via  facilior  et  tut  tor,  and  this  is  the 
easier  and  the  safer  way. — David,  &c.,  suffered  such 
violent  impulses  to  external  impure  actions,"  &c. 

Who  does  not  see  here  some  of  the  most  absurd 
tenets  or  dangerous  consequences  of  Calvinism  ?  Man 
is  a  mere  machine  in  the  work  of  salvation. — The  body 
of  holy  Paul  is  sold  under  sin — David  iu  Uriah's  bed 
is  complete  and  perfect  in  Christ — Actual  adultery 
humbles  believers,  and  is  an  excellent  mean  of  sancti- 
ft  cation,  &c. 

When  we  see  Antinomianism    thus   defiling   the 
sounder  part  of  the  Romish  and  Protestant  churches : 
when  the  god  of  this  world  avails  himself  of  these 
"  Antinomian  dotages"  to  confirm  urymta  ot  «&R 
Pharisees  in  their  self-righteous  delusion*  •,  wad  viY«xk 
the  bulk  of  wen,  shocked  at  the  glaring  errata  ottata* 
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nu  for  shelter  to  deism,  and  gross  infidelity  ;  who 
would  not  desire  to  see  the  doctrines  of  faith  and 
works,  grace  and  ubnl Ll-iicc,  mi  staled  and  recouciltd, 
that  men  of  rsasou  might  no  longer  be  offended  at 
Christianity  ;  nor  men  of  religion  one  at  another  ? 

This  is  again  attempted  in  the  following  discourse, 
the  substance  of  which  was  committed  to  paper  rasa) 
years  ago,  to  convince  the  Pharisees  and  Papists  of  my 
parish  that  there  is  no  salvation  by  the  faithless  works 
of  the  law,  hut  hy  a  living  faith  in  Jesus  Christ.  With 
shame  1  confess,  that  1  did  not  then  see  the  need  of 
guarding  the  doctrine  of  faith,  against  'be  ih.-pisers  uf 
works.  I  ivn-i  chiefly  iH'ut  ii]n>n  pulling  up  the  tares  of 
Pharisaism  :  Those  of  Antiuomiaiiism  were  not  yet 
sprung  up  to  the  field,  which  I  began  to  cultivate;  <  .li- 
my want  of  experience  hindered  me  from  discerning 
them,  llut  since,  what  a  crop  of  them  have  I  perceived 
and  bewailed  ! 

Alas  1  the j  hiiu;  in  a  great  degree  ruined  the  success 
of  my  ministry.  1  have  -ecu  numbers  <>*  lazy  seekers. 
enjoying  the  dull  pleasures  of  sloth  on  the  couch  uf 
wilful  unbelief,  under  pretence  that  God  was  to  do  ail 
in  them  without  them.  1  have  seen  some  lie  llut  in 
the  mire  of  siu,  absurdly  boasting  ihat  they  could  not 
fall;  and  others  make  rlie  menus  uf  grace,  means  of 
idle  gossiping  or  >!y  court-hip.  I  have  seen  some 
turn  their  relieions  prcifcs.don  into  a  way  of  gratifying 
eovetousness  or  indolence  ;  and  others  their  skill  in 
church- tun  <ic,  their  l;uuivlcdge,  and  their  zeal,  into 
various  nets  to  catch  esteem,  admiration,  aud  praise. 
Some  have  I  seen  making  yesterday's  faith  a  reason  to 
laugh  at  the  cross  to-day  ;  and  others  drawing  from 
their  misapprehensions  of  the  atonement,  arguments 
to  be  less  importunate  in  secret  prayer,  and  more 
conformable  to  this  evil  world,  than  once  they  werr. 
Nay,  i  have  seen  some  professing  believers  backward 
to  do  those  works  of  mercy,  which  1  have  Mjuietinics. 
found  persons,  who  made,  no  ya-ofessions  of  Godliness, 
quite  really  to  perform.  Aud  ou  \  teU'A'vuSura,  <iw). 
mjfcJj/tiJness  way  not  Vie  Vh&mMA  Vj  \*te>;«,  ** 
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fearfulness  may  seize  upon  backsliders,  and  that  trem- 
bling may  break  the  bones  of  hypocrites  and  apostates $ 
I  have  seen  those  who  had  equally  shined  by  their  gifts 
and  graces  strike  the  moral  world  with  horror  by  the 
grossest  Antinomianism ;  and  disgrace  the  doctrine  of 
salvation  through  faith,  by  the  deepest  plunges  into 
scandalous  8in, 

Candid  Reader,  I  need  say  no  more,  to  make  thee 
sensible  of  the  necessity  of  the  additions  aud  notes,  by 
which  I  have  strengthened  and  guarded  my  old  dis- 
course, that  it  might  be  an  Equal  Check  to  Pharisa- 
ism and  Antirwtnianism,  an  equal  prop  to  faith  and 
works.  If  it  afford  thee  any  edification,  give  God  the 
glory,  and  pray  for  the  despised  author.  Ask,  in  the 
words  of  the  good  Bishop  Hopkins,  that  T  may  so 
"  believe,  so  rest  on  the  merits  of  Christ,  as  if  I  had 
never  wrought  any  thing ;  and  withal  so  work,  as  if  I 
were  only  to  be  saved  by  my  own  merits."  And  O  ! 
ask  it  again  and  again,  for  I  find  it  a  difficult  thing,  to 
give  to  each  of  these  its  due  in  my  practice.  It  is  the 
very  depth  and  height  of  Christian  perfection. 


POSTSCRIPT. 

Madei.f.y,  Jan.  10,  1 


Above  fifteen  years  an"  I  looked  into  Baxter's  Apho- 
risms on  /ustiliiatiou,  ant!  Ihruugh  prejudice  orsloth  T 
soon  laid  thi-m  down,  as  herns  too  deep  for  inc.  Hula 
fcw  days  since  a  friend  nanus  hronghriue  Mr.  Wesley's 
extract  or  rlu'in,  1  hai  e  rein!  it  with  inueh  satisfaction, 
and  present  my  readers  with  a  compendium  of  my  dis- 
course in  the  words  of  those  two  judicious  and  labori- 

"  As  there  are  two  eo-.cnants,  with  ibeir  distinct  con- 
ditions; so  there  is  a  twofold  lisrliteonsness,  and  both 
of  them  absolutely  necessary  to  sal  ration. —Our  right- 
eousness of  the  first  covenat'.r  is  nr.t  personal,  or  con- 
sistent not  in  any  actions  performed  by  us  5  for  wt 
never  personally  satisfied  the  law  [of  innocence.]  but 
it  is  wholly  without  us  in  Christ.  In  this  serine  every 
Christian  di'i'hiiim.lh  Ii is  awn  riL'lileon*iiess,orhiB,  own 
works.— Tlmsc  only  shall  he  in  Christ  legally  righteous, 
who  believe  and  obey  1I10  gospel,  and  so  are  in  them, 
selves  evangelically  ri ghte 011  s.  —Though  Christ  per- 
formed the  conditions  of  the  law  [of  innocence] 
and  satisfied  for  onr  n  on -performance,  jet  we  our- 
selves must  perform  the  conditions  of  the  gospel. — 
These  two  [last]  propositions  seem  to  me  so  clear, 
that  I  wonder  any  able  divines  should  deny  them : 
Methinks  they  should  1*  articles  of  our  creed,  and  a 
part  of  children's  catechisms.  To  affirm  that  our  ev; 
gclical  or  new-covenant  righteousness  is  in  Christ,  and 
not  in  ourselves  ;  or  performed  by  Christ,  and  not  ' 
ourselves  ;  is  such  a  monstrous  piece  of  Antinomiaii 
doctrine,  as  no  man,  who  knows  the  nature  and  differ- 
ence of  the  covenants,  can  possAb^  eEterta™:1  Bo.*, 
■      ApAor.  Prop.  14,  15,  16, 17 . 


COVENANT    OF    GRACE: 
A  DISCOURSE 


ON  ROMANS  XL  5,  6. 

Even  au  thai,  at  this  prtunil  lime  also,  there  is  arem- 
aant  according  It.  the  election  of  grace  :  And  if  bg 
grace,  then  it  in  no  inure  of  mirks,  othi  nrhe  grace  it 
no  more  grace :  But  if  it  be  of  toorii,  then  it  ii  no 
more  grace  ;  otherwise  murk  is  no  mare  work. 


THE  Apostle  complain;!  in  I.Ik.'  [im-t'diiu  rhapter,  that 
Israel  was  blinded,  and  did  not  see  the  way  of  salva- 
tion: '  1  bear  them  record,"  ^ays  lie,  [Roro.  x.  2,)  that 
they  hate  azeal  for  God,  but  not  areonliiig  to  know- 
ledge ;  fur  being  ignorant  ul'CWs  ri.irlitvi  listless,'  i.e., 
nf  Cod's  way  of  saving  sinners  §  merely  through  Jesus 


I  my  th»l  Cod  bvd  I 
t  esclude  our  faith,  Ih 
ir  works  of  faith,  the  i 


merely"  ihruiigh  Jc 
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Christ,  'and  going  about  10  establish  their  own  right- 
eousness,' that  is,  endeavouring  to  save  themselves  by 
their  own  good  worka  [so  called,  by  works,  which, 
strictly  apcakinc,  deserve  rather  to  be  named  Pharisaical 
than  good1;]  '  they  have  not  submitted  to  the  rightcons- 
ucas  of  God' — to  that  fuith  in  Christ  which  makes 
sinners  righteous  before  God  :  '  For  Christ,'  adds  he, 
*  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteousness  to  every  one 
that  beliemh:'  (Rom.  1.4:)  Thatis,  [since  the  fall,] 
it  is  the  very  design  of  the  [Adainic]  law,  [the  law  of 
innocence  given  to  sinless  Adam;  yea,  and  of  the 
llosiae  law,  vvlim  it  iscunsideicd  as '  written  in  stone?,' 
and  decorated  with  shadows  or  types  of  goud  thiiiifs  to 
come,J  to  bring  men  to  believe  in  Christ  for  justifica- 
tion and  salvation ;  as  he  alone  gives  that  pardon  and 
life,  which  the  law  [of  innocence]  shews  tbe  waut  of, 
[and  which  the  .Mosaic  law,  abstracted  from  gospel- 
promises,  points  unto,]  hut  cannot   possibly  bestow. 

The  Apostle,  resuming  the  same  subject  iuthechap- 
ter  out  of  which  the  text  is  taken,  comforts  himself  by 
considering,  that,  although  Israel  in  general  were 
blinded,  yet  all  were  not  lost.  Old  Simeon  and  Anna 
had  '  fceu  the  -alvation  of  Cod,'  and  bad  '  departed  in 
peace.'  Nicodemus,  a  doctor  iu  Israel,  had  received  the 
doctrine  of  the  new  birth  and  salvation  by  faith.  'Three 
thousand'  Jews  had  been  '  pricked  to  the  heart'  by  pe- 
nitential sorrow,  and  'filled  with  peaceaudjov  by  believ- 
ing' iu  Jesus  Christ.  And  '  even  at  this  present  time,"  says 
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the  apostle,  *  there  is  a  remnant  [of  my  countrymen 
saved,]  according  to  the  election  of  grace  :"  That  is. 
There  are  some  of  them,  who  [like  Nathauael  and  Ni- 
codenius]  casting  away  tlieir  dependance  on  their  own 
rkhlcoustiess,  [and  trusting  null  in  Christ's  merits,] 
are  numbered  among  the  elect,  according  to  that  p-a- 
cions  decree  of  [election  in  Christ,  which]  God  [has  so 
clearly  revealed,]  in  the  covenant  of  grace,  *  He  that 
helieveth  ah  all  be  saved,"  &c.  (Markxvi,  16.)" 

From  thence  the  apostle  takes  occasion  to  shew,  that 
pardon  and  salvation  arc  not,  in  whole  or  in  part,  at- 
tained by  [the  covenant  ufj  works,  hut  merely  by  [the 
covenant  of]  grace.  A  remnant  of  those  self-righteous 
Pharisee*  h  saved,  [not  indeed  b>  their  self- righteous- 
ness,] but  by  [the  comiaiit  of]  grace, according  to  which 
we  must  equally  part  with  our  self-righteousness  and 
our  sins.  '  And  if  by  [the  covenant  of]  grace'  then  '  it 
is  wo  more  [by  that]  of  work-.'  whether  of  the  cere- 
monial law  [of  Moses,]  or  of  the  moral  law  [of  inno- 
cence perveried  to  Pharisaic  purposes  j]  else  [the] 
grace  [of  Christ]  ip  no  longer  grace'  [bestowed  upon  a 
criminal:]  The  very  nature  of  [gospel -grace*]  is  lost. 
'  And  if  it  he  [by  the  covenant]  of  works,  then  it  is  uo 

{S->  *  My  sentiment  concerning  election,  is  thus  expressed  bys 
cn-ac  ("aU-iiiM  minister:     "In  the  written  word  a  decree  of  God  is 

that  belie  veth  anil  is  Liptized,  shall  be  saved.'  Tiw  i-hnsiai  i.roj.lf 
I'ind.ilT  art' a  race  of  true  believers,  convinced  by  God's  Spirit  of 
Hivir  mind  Male,  (iniowni  with  divine  faith,  by  which  Ihcy  seek  to 


work,"  or  making  and  standing  to  the  baptismal  vow,  which  respects 
not  only  the  believing  iIih-  ar  ;:<■[.-,  nl"  rl-i^-   '  iiri-.l.iii  faith,  hut  al*. 

(3.)  i    I  say  gospel-grace,   because  it   is  that  which    the  Apostle 
means-    Itmay^rh  i ■!■■  .;.i :■  l\   i..-  ■  liuiiifiuiahed,  ft 


[PAST 

more  [by  pis  pel]  grace:  Else  work  is  no  longer  [the] 
work,,[of  a  sinless  creature,]  but  the  very  nature  of  ft 
i»  destroyed  [according  to  the  first  covemiu'..  whicli 
requires  perlcct  conformity  to  the  law  iu  the  work,  awl 
perfect  innocence  in  the  worker.] 

As  if  the  apostle  had  said,  There  is  something  so 
absolutely  inconsistent,  between  being  saved  by  [the 
covenant  of]  grace,  and  being  saved  hj  [that  of]  works, 
that  if  you  suppose  either,  you  of  ui'^sity  exclude  the 
oilier :  For  wliat  is  tinjn  to  works  [upon  ilie  fuutiue  ot 
the  first  covenant]  is  [improperly  upeakine,]  the  pay- 
ment of  a  debt  [which  God,  by  his  gracious  promise, 
contracted  with  innocent  mankind  without  the  inter- 
position <if  a  Mediator  :]  Whereas  [gospel]  grace  im- 
plies [not  only]  a  favour  [sincrly  tpeakiiiL']  unmerited 
[by  us  ;  but  also  an  atoning  sacrifice  on  the  Redeemer'! 
part,  anda  damnable  demerit  on  our  own  :]     So  that 

lues  Hill  sufi]KMe  Uiemjehai  possnaWt  of-  Some  people  imagine, 
tliatifour  Jirsl  parents  li.id  mil  acquitted  therastlvs  in  u  ic  tiial  of 

"-.nil  J  jstiicr!)    |. .■..■!,  iiiir.  i  lisic  inenliil  hiMV  a.  Bur  ii.m.j  inisUtkc. 


betwtt.ii  original  and  gnapel  grace;  I 

grace  naturally  flowed  front  God,  as  Creator  an 

I  ■  '■■■li-  ]1  >r.    lh;LI:l   •. 

itrenuoiuly  contend*  In  my  Et-vl.  supernatural  ly  flows  from  God,  as 
Hedcemer  Gnu  Comforter,  to  pi  iky,  wntfhcil  mankind ;  Anil  berv 
lelniiake  notice  of  iht  onuitJiiuu  1ln.11  it,  between  Pharisaic  mid 

Hiength,  whieh  inn  1*1  by  the  fall  I  and  [lie  latter,  with  an  hurablt 
dependence  on  divine  mercy  rhrouyh  llielletleemera  merilaj  and  on 
the  lUpeniaLural    power  bestowed  upon  lost  mankind  fat  hia  sake. 


li  ponn  equal  cunie^|i[  upon 


FIRST.] 

the  same  benefit  cannot,  in  the  very  nature  of  things, 
be  derived  iroui  botli  [covenants.] 

Having  thus  opened  the  context,  T  proceed  to  a  more 
particular  illustration  of  the  text  ;  and  that  1  may  ex- 
plain it  as  fully,  as  the  time  allotted  for  this  discourse 

First,  t  shall  premise  an  account  of  the  two  cove- 
nants :  The  covenant  of  works,  to  which  the  Pharisee? 
of  old  trusted,  and  [most  of]  the  tloman  Catholic, 
with  too  many  false  Protestants,  still  trust  in  our  days  : 
— And  the  covenant  of  grace,  by  which  alone  a  rem- 
nant was  saved  in  St.  Paul's  time,  and  will  be  saved 
in  all  ages. 

Secondly,  I  shall  prove,  that  the  way  of  salvation 
by  [obedient]  faith  only,  or,  which  is  the  same  thing, 
by  the  covenant  of  grace,  is  the  only  way  that  leads  to 
life,  according  to  the  scriptures,  and  the  articles  of  our 
Church,  to  whose  holy  doctrine  I  shall  publicly  set  my 

Thirdly,  I  shall  endeavour  to  show  the  unreason- 
ableness and  injustice  of  those,  who  accuse  me  of 
"  preaching  against  good  works,"  when  I  [decry 
Pharisaic  works,  and]  preach  salvation  through  the 
covenant  of  grace  only. 

Fourthly  and  Lastly,  after  having  informed  you, 
why  [even]  good  works  [truly  so  called]  cannot*  [pro- 
perly] deserve  salvation  in  whole  or  in  part;  1  shall 
answer  the  old  objection  of  [soiul>  ignorant]  Papists, 
[and  Pharisaical  Protestants. ]  "  If  good  works  can- 
not-)-[properly  merit  us  heaven,]  why  should  we  do 
them  ?  There  is  no  need  to  trouble  ourselves  about 
any." 

(1.)  •  I  prefer  "  properly"  to  ■' absolutely,"  the  won!  which 
1  formerly  mod ;  because  "  absolutely"  bears  Bio  hard  upon  [he 
second  gtupel  axiom,  and  turns  out  of  the  gospel  tile  rewnrdalde 
condewncy,    that    our    whole    obedience,      even    according    to 


a  mom  to  defend  th 
jf  the  works  of  1 
indued    as   being   t! 


..'ir  i.i-i in  stion  in  the  great  day,  and 

fea  the  expression  "properly  merit  1 
scripture*  as  liitse— -  When  the    wic 

1  thy  husband-Save  thy  wife— Wo  a 
>ut  your  own  salvation— Ho  Hint  101 
I  a    '-.ill     from    death— Thy    faith    I 


lure.  Nor 
Spirit,  mid 
inadvertently  did  sometimes  in 


blunt    an    Hl|fO    of    the    r 
if    inakiDE   the    ntticr    shin). 


dereiid  the  doetrine  of  Goo's 
of  man's  faithful  obedience,  an 
o  gospel-ax 


of  the  Church. 


i  ehild  of  Cod,  i: 


ence  in  paradise.  The  condition  of  it,  which 
ivcly  hard,  [uay,  absolntely  impossible:]  » 
an,   was  cany  before  the  fall.     It  runs  thui  i 


me  overflowing  fountain  of  all  original  excellence.  (1>)  lf  anV 
or"  the  li^Hg  waitT  of  thai  rich  spring  ll  received  by  faith. 
Bod  Hon  thrrjui;h  the  1*1  lever's  hcurt  and  works,  ii  form*  Impro- 
per worthiness,  or  derived  merit;  because,  properly  speaking, 
Ll  ii  Chriil'i  merit  Hill.  (3.)  Original  merit  amvren  to  the  first 
pjspel   ajtiotn.   and    derived    worth-iJlesl   to    the    section.    (4.)   Ae- 

btrause,  of  OUIsclvea  u  sinners  we  deserve  nothing  but  hell  I 
an.!  tint  covenant  mokes  no  provision  of  merit  for  hcll-desssrv. 
tag  sinners.  But  (5.)  According  to  the  second  covenant,  by 
God's  gracious  apiHiinlmLm  and  merciful  piomisc,  we  can, 
improperly  speaking.  It  fcorLNy  r.f  lii.iMji.  rlLniLi-^ii  The  blood 
of  Christ  ipriukhd  upon  our  heart*,  ui,l  through  his  ritfhleaiuocsa 
derived  to  us  md  to  our  work*  by  fiiilh-  |CJ  Hence  it  is.  that 
-    J    namely  impenitent     


'far  they  are    worthy,    they   properly  deserve  i 
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'  Do  this  [thou  .sinless  man]  and  live ;  The  [innocent] 
man  that  doe?  tin..!.'  things,  shall  live  by  them.'  (Bom. 
x.5.)  That  is,  "  If  thou  [who  art  now  a  guiltless, 
holy,  and  perfect  creature]  yield  a  constant,  universal, 
dud  perfect  ohedie n cc  to  the  moral  law,"  now  summed 
up  in  the  ten  commandment*,  "  thou  shall  be  rewarded 
with  glory  in  heaven.  But  if  thou  fall  in  anyone 
particular,  whether  it  be  in  thought,  word,  or  deed, 
'  thou  shale  surely  die,'  (Gen.  ii.  17,)  for  '  the  soal 
that  siuneth  it  shall  die.'  (Ez.  xviii.  4.)  *  The  wages 
of  «ta  is  death.'  (Rom.  vl.  23.)  And  '  cursed  is  every 
une  that  continue th  not  in  all  things,  written  in  the 
book  of  the  law  to  do  them.'  "  (Gal.  iii.  10.) 

Nor  does  this  covenant  make  any  allowance  for  defi- 
ciencies, or  pass  by  one  transgression,  great  or  little, 
without  pronouncing  the  threatened  curse;  [for  it 
made  no  provision  for  repentance,  neither  did  it  offer 
mijihts  the  help  of  ;i  sacrificinc  |irie-t.  ur  interceding 
mediator.]  Whether  therefore  the  sin  be  murder  and 
adultery,  or  only  tiuini;  some  forbidden  fruit,  its  la»- 
guage  is,»  '  Whosoever  shall  keep  the  whole  law,  and 

is  absolutely  nothing  to  Mr.  Wesley  anil  me;  hut  the  doctrine 
of  fai'.hful  obedience  in  Christ,   and  of  the  gracious  rewards  with 


Therefore,  only  grant  us  truly  the  M 
us,  that  God  has  not  appointed  tils  i 
inenTs  and  heavenly  reward 


<■  cvangdieallj  be  wortl.y  to    obtain    that  world," 


compensed  for,  and  'according  to  what  hi:  has  done  in  the 
body,  whether  it  he  good  or  bad  -,'  In  a  word  grant  ub  the  capital 
doetiine  of  a  day  of  retribution,  in  which  •  God  shall  judge  the 


hypocrisy  ;  and  w 

(6.)    •    Whoever    reads    the  scriptures    witlKHit    pceJudloB,    v,,l! 
hi'   'til    iff.    li. .;■.-'•    l-.i'v.i  '.'in..    :r-vi 

Fourth  Check,  vol.  i.  p.  568-1  ^  "^  wraSsaVV? 


:    prejudice,    wBl 
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yet  offend  iu  one  point,  he  is  guilty  of  all.'  (James  ii. 
10.)  That  is.  All  the  curses  denounced  against  those, 
who  break  the  covenant  of  works,  hang  upon  his  guilty 
head,  [and  will  fall  upon  him  iu  a  degree  proportion- 
able to  the  aggravations  of  his  sill.] 

This  first  covenant  we  have  all  broken  in  our  first 
parents,  for  ['  it]  Adam  all  die'] — '  By  oue  nian,  sin 
entered  the  world,  and  death  by  sin  ;  and  so  death 
passed  upon  all  men,  for  that  all  hare  sinned.'  (Rom. 
v.  12.)  We  are  then  all  buru  [or  conceived]  iu  sin  ; 
(Psalm  li.  5  j)  and  consequently  '  we  are  by  nature 
children  of  wrath.'  (Eph.  ii.  3.)  Bnt  this  is  not  all : 
This  root  of  original  sin  produces  in  every  man  many 
actual  iniquities,  whereby,  as  we  imitate  Adam's 
rebellion,  so  we  make  the  guilt  of  it  our  own,  and 
fasten  the  curse  attending  that  guilt  upon  our  own 
souls.     (Rom.  vii.  24.) 

Therefore,  while  we  remain  in  our  natural  state, 
[or,  to  speak  more  intelligibly,  while  we  continue  in 
sin,  guilt,  and  total  Impenitency  ;  we  not  only  trample 
the  covenant  of  giace  under  foot,  but]  we  stand  upon 
the  [broken]  covenant  of  works  ;  and  consequently  lie 
under  die  dreadful  curse,  which  is  already  denounced 
against  every  transgressor  of  the  law,  (Gal.  iii.  10,) 
[as  well  as  against  every  despiscr  of  the  gospel.  (Heb- 

Hence  it  is  that,  'by  the  deeds  of  the  law,'  i.  e.,  by 
the  [uuspriukledj  good  works  commanded  iu  the  law 
[■if  innocence  ;  or  by  tin-  ceremonies  prescribed  in  the 
law  of  Moses,]  '  shall  no  flesh  living  [no  sinner]  be 
justified  :  For  as  many  as  are  of  the  works  of  the  law, 
[aa  it  stands  opposed  to  the  gospel ;  yea,  as  many  also 
as  rest,  like  the  impenitent  Pharisees,  in  the  letter  of 
the  Mosaic  law,]  arc  under  the  curie.  ;  the  scripture 
having  concluded  all  under  sin,'  [i.  c.,  testified  that  all 

cace  to  Christ's  law  of  liberty,  «  well  ns  iome  of  the  passages 


I 


: 
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are  sinners  by  conception  and  practice]  and  c 
quently  under  the  curse  [of  the  first  covenant,]  '  that 
erery  mouth  may  be  .-lopped,  and  ill  the  world  may 
become  guilty  [i.  e.,  may  humbly  confess  their  fallen 
and  lost  estate]  '  before  God,'  [and  gladly  accept  his 
offer;  of  mercy  in  the  second  covenant.]  {Rom.  iii. 
IS,  20,) 

In   this   deplorable   state   of  guilt  and  danger,  v 
[generally]  remain  careless  and  insensible,   [when  w 
have  once  taken  to  the  way  of  vanity]  lt3P"  making 
what  we  call  "  the  mercy  of  God"  a  puck- horse  [if  I  inaj 
nae  ao  coarse  an  expression]  to  carry  us  a 
to  heaven,  upon  the  filthy  rags§  of  onr  own  [Pharisaic] 
liirUt-.-'HiMiess.  Jr&$  Here  we  coutinne,  till  divine  grace 
awakens  us,  by  the  preaching  of  the  gospel,  or  by  soi 
other  means.     (Euh.  v.  14.)     Being  then  roused  t» 
serious  consideration  of  our  fallen  state  in  Adam,  and 
to   a    sensibility   of  the    curie    which   we   lie    u 
through  our  uumcn.iis  hri-ai-hes  of  [the  second  a: 
as  of  ]  the  first  covenant ;  after  many  fruitless  attempts 
to  remove  that  curse,  by  fulfilling  the  law  [of  inno- 
cence ;]  after    many   [faithless]    endeavours  to   sa1 
ourselves  by  our  own   [an ti- evangelical)   works,  ai 
righteousness,  <£$'  we  despair  at  last  of  getting  to  he 
veu,  by  building  a  Babel  with  the  *  untempered  morn 
of  our  own  [fancied]  sincerity,  and  the  bricks  of  o 
wretched  good  worts,  [nr  rather  of  our  splendid  siua.j 
Jgj  And  leaving  the  impassable  road  of  the  covenant 
of  works,  we  begin  to  seek  [as  condemned  criminals] 
the  way,  which  God's  free  mercy  has  opened  for  lost 
sinners  in  Jeaus  Christ.    (Acts  ii.  37  ;  Vhil.  iii.  6, 4c.) 

Thia  '  new  and  living  way,'  [for  1  may  call  it  bj 
the  name  which  the  apostle  emphatically  gives  to  the 
last  dispensation  of  the  gospel,]  (Heb.  x,  IS,  20.)  is 
the  new  covenant,  the  covenant  of  grace  [in  its  varioui 
editions  m  dispensations.  For,  if  the  ChiinttaH  edition 
is  called  new  in  opposition  to  the  Jewish,  all  the  edi- 
tions together  may  well  be]  called  new,  in  oppoaition 

(7.)  t  Here  Ihrt  expression l»™4ta««»«'ntat A  ww 


to  the  old  covenant,  the  covenant  of  works  [made  with 
Adam  before  the  fall.]  It  it  also  termed  gospel,  that 
is,  glad  tidings,  because  [§with  diifcroiit  degrees  of 
evidence]   it  brink's   comforts  tile  news  of  free  salva- 


l>  brightest  dispensations.    Sho 


hen  he  give  us  the  i 


do  about  »b>olute  election.     Thin  note  will   prolmbly 

the  apple  of  my  leader's  eye,  If  lie  be  a  rigid  predesti- 

But  If  he  lie  offended,  I  eotnat  him  (o  consider, 
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ii  Christ,  to  all  that  M 

iSgT  The  second  covenant  then,  or  the  gospel,  is  a 
'ii.-|itii:;;uu)ii  uf  free  jjracc  arid  mercy  [not  only  to  little 
children,  of  whom  ii  the  kini;(li]ni  of  heaien,  but  also] 
to  poor,  lost,  helpless  sinners,  who,  seeing  and  feelina 
themselves  condemned  by  the  law  [of  innocence,]  and 
utterly  niublo  to  ulitiiiij  in-iiiiiJitliPii  upon  the  terms  of 
the  first  cwt  Bant,  come  to  [a  merciful  God  throogh] 
Jesos  Christ  [the  light  of  men,  according  to  the  helps 
afforded  them  iu  the  dispensations,  which  they  are 
ouderj  to  seek  in  him  [and  from  him  those  merits 
and]  that  righteousness  tvliicli  (hey  have  not  In  them- 
selves. ¥or  liie  Son  of  God,  being  both  God  and  man 
in  one  person  ;  and  hy  the  invaluable  sacrifice  of  him- 
eelf  upon  the  I  ^o*s,  bavins  wffored  the  punishment  dnc 
to  ill!  our  breaches  of  the  law  [of  works  ;]  and  by  his 
most  huly  lilt-  luiviin;  answered  all  the  demands  of  the 
first  ['(.ivenant,*  '  Hod  can  be  just,  and  the  justitier  of 
him  that  believes  in  Jesus."  (Rom.  iii.  26.)  j^J  There- 

tlie    poor  PaBJW    widow   or  Snrenta.  and  Naaman  the   Syrian 
were  Hot  absolute   rq]  rebates  ;  thro.  '  Ihey  were   filled   trlth 

t ll.i.isr."     He  had  touched  their  great  JlUnmand  therefore, 


[  indirectly  assert,  tint  he 
onally  repent,  believe.'.ud 


it  I  mid  In  the  neit  pnTf>gtoBb„  iHLD.ssos.e4  \^  »i,  »\\\, 
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fore,  if  a  sinner  whose  mouth  is  stopped,  and  who  has 
nothing  to  pay,  pleads  from  (he  bean  the  atoning  blood 
of  Christ  [and  supposing  he  never  heard  that  precious 
name,  if  according  to  his  light  he  implores  divine 
mercy,  for  the  free  exercise  of  which  Christ's  blood 
has  made  way]  uot  only  God  will  not  '  deliver  him  to 
(he  tormentors, '  but  will  'frankly  forgive  hiiu  ail.' 
(Lukeili.  41,  See.) 

°^g*Heiciu  then  iijiisi-;-.  ti.:'  cvc.ii  ilui'tix'nrebetwecu 
the  first  and  the  second  covenant.  Under  the  first,  nn 
absolute,  unsinniuj,  uiiinTf.il  obedience  in  our  own 
persons  is  required ;  and  such  obedience  we,  [in  our 
fallen  state,]  can  never  perform.- — Under  the  second 
covenant,  this  obedience  [to  the  law  of  innocence, 
payed  by,  and]  in  onr  surety  t.'hii.-t  Jesus,  wheu  we 
are  united  to  him  by  a  faith  of  the  operation  of  Gud,  it 
accepted  instead  of  our  own.  jg)  For  [as  our  sins 
were  transferred  upon  the  Redeemer's  guiltless  head, 
so  his  merits  are  brought  home  to  our  guilty  souls  by 
the  powerful  operation  of  divine  grace  through  faith, 
and  being  thus  '  complete  in  Christ,'*  [with  regard  to 


the  fulfilling  of  the  first  covenant,]  we  can  'rejoice 
in  Hod,  wild  has  made  Iii.ni  unto  us  wisdom,  righteous- 
ness, sanctificatiou,  and  redemption.  [I  say,  tcilh  re- 
gird  la  the  fulfilling  of  the  fihst  covenant,  to  guard 
against  the  error  of  thousands,  who  vainly  imagine  thai 
Christ  has  fulfilled  the:  terms  of  [lit  second  covenant  for 
us,  ami  talk  of  finished  jakiuiuu,  just  as  if  our  Lord 
had  actually  repented  of  our  sins,  believed  in  his  own 
blood,  and  fulfilled  his  own  evangelical  law  in  our 
»tead  ;  a  fatal  Error  this,  which  makes  Christians 
lawless,  represents  Christ  as  the  minister  of  sin,  and 
arms  the  Antiuomian  fiend  with  a  dreadful  axe,  to  fell 
the  trees  of  righteousness,  and  cut  down  the  very  pillars 
of  tin?  house  of  God.] 

from  what  baa  been  observed,  it  follows,  that  before 
any  one  can  believe  [t"  salvation]  in  the  gospel-sense 
of  the  word,  he  must  be  'convinced  of  sin-  by  the 
us  David,  'Enter  rot  Into  juttjment  .villi  tliy  servant.  OLoril, 
for  tn  thy  Bight  shall  no  man  living  be  justified.'  But  mistake 
me  not ;  I  would  not  Insinuate,  that  they  are  lawless,  or  only 
under  a  rule  of  life,  whlth  they  may  break  without  endangering 

of  liberty,  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life,  the  royal  law"  of  gospel- 
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Spirit  of  God.  (John  xci.  8.)  He  must  feel  himself  a 
guilty,  lost,  and  helpless  sinner,  auahlc  to  recover  ihe 
favour  aud  image  of  (Sod  by  his  own  strength  and 
righteousness.     (Acts  ii.  37,  3B.J 

This  conviction  aud  sense  of  guilt  make  the  sinner 
*  come  travelling  and  heavy  laden  to  Christ,'  earnestly 
claiming  the  rest  which  he  offers  to  weary  souls.  (Matt. 
xi.  2fl.)  This  rest  the  mourner  seeks  with  the  contrite 
publican,  in  the  constant  use  of  all  the  means  of  grace  ; 
endeavouring  to'  bring  forth  frnit  meet  for  repentance," 
till  the  same  Spirit,  that  had  convinced  him  of  sin,  and 
alarmed  his  drowsy  conscience,  '  convinces  him  also 
of  righteousness,'  (John  xvi.  8,)  that  is,  shews  him  the 
all-sufficiency  of  the  Saviour's  [merits  or]  righteous, 
ness ;  to  swallow  up  his  [tomer'sins,  aud]  unrighte- 
oasness  ;  aud  the  infinite  value  of  Christ's  meritorious 
death,  to  atone  for  his  [pattf]  unholy  life;  euahliug 
him  to  '  believe  with  the  heart,'  and  consequently  to 
feel  that  he  has  an  interest  in  the  Redeemer's  blood  and 
righteousness  ;  [or,  tliut  lie  is  savingly  interested  in  the 
merit  of  all  that  the  Sou  of  Ood  suffered,  did,  and  con- 
tinues to  do  for  us.] 

This  lively  faith,  this  '  faithj  working  by  love,"  is 
'  that  which  is  iiii|iu(eil  fur  i"ir.]mML]-<TiL=-*,'  (Rom.  iv. 
3,}  and  that  wherehv  a  soul  is  born  of  God  [according 
to  thej  Christian  dispensation  of  the  gospel.]  (1  John 
v.  1.)      By  this   faith   the    [Christian]    believer  being 
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consequence  of  this  [strong]  vital  union  with  Him,  who 
is  the  source  of  all  goodness,  he  derives  a  [a  degree  of] 
power  till  thtu  unknown,  to  do  good  works  truly  so 
called  :  As  a  graft,  which  is  [strongly]  united  to  the 
stock  that  bears  it,  draws  from  it  new  sap,  and  power 
to  bring  forth  fruit  in  [greater]  abundance. 

[O  thou  that  professes!  the  Christian  faith,  especi- 
ally,] '  shew  rue  thy  faith  by  thy  works,'  says  an  apos- 
tle :  Tliht  ts,  shew  rue  that  tbou  art  grafted  in  Christ 
[according  to  the  Christian  dispensation]  by  serving 
God  with  all  thy  strength  ;  by  doing  all  the  good  thou 
canst  to  the  souls  and  bodies  of  men  with  cheerfulness ; 
by  suffering  wrong  and  contempt  with  meekness  ;  by 
flighting  ran  lily  joy*,  mollifying  fleshly  lusts,  having 
tliy  conversation  in  heaven,  and  |>antiii;r  every  hour 
after  a  closer  union  .villi  I'lu'lst,  the  life  of  all  believers. 
If  thou  do*t  not  briiis;  li.rili  these  fruits,  thou  art  nol  a 
Christian ;  thou  art  not  '  in  Christ  a  new  creatnre.' 
(2  Cor.  v.  17.)  Thou  mayest  talk  of  faith,  and  sup- 
pose that  thou  belie  re  M  ;  but  give  me  leave  to  tell  thee, 
that  [unless  thou  art  iu  the  case  of  the  eunuch,  who, 
searched  the  scriptures  even  upon  a  journey;  or  of 
Cornelius,  who  sought  the  Lord  in   altus-giviugs  and 
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prayer  ;]  if  thou  believest  at  all,  [I  fear]  It  is  with  the 
drunkard's  faith,  the  whoremonger's  faith,  the  devil's 
faith.  (James  ii.  19.)— From  such  a  faith,  may  God 
deliver  us,  and  give  us,  instead  of  this  counterfeit, '  the 
faith  once  delivered  unto  the  saints,  the  mystery  of 
faith  kept  in  a  pure  conscience!'  Get  it,  O  sinner, 
who  bearest  a  Christian  name,  aud  Christ  and  heaven 
ire  thine ;  [hut  if  thou]  die  without  it,  [whether  it  be 
by  continuing  in  thy  present  sin  and  unbelief,  or  by 
'  making  shipwreck  of  thy  faith,']  thou  ditst  the  second 
death  ;  thou  sinkest  in  the  bottomless  |iit  for  evermore. 
(Marksii.  16.) 

Having  thus  given  you  an  account  of  both  covenants, 
and  laid  before  you  the  condition  [or  term]  of  each ; 
namely,  for  (he  lirst,  a  5iLile-:~,uni[LtcniLptcd  obedience 
to  all  the  commands  of  the  holy, spiritual,  [and  A  thin  if] 
law  of  God,  performed  hy  ourselves  without  the  least 
[mediatorial  n-^i-laute  :]  And  for  the  second,  a  lively 
faith  in  Christ  ['the  light  of  the  world,'  according  to 
the  g03|>el  dispensation  we  arc  under  j]  bj  "  hiili  faith, 
the  virtue  of  Christ's  active  and  passive  obedience  to 
the  law  [of  innocence]  being  imputed  to  us,  and  ap- 
plied to  our  hearts,  we  are  made  '  new  creatures,  bora 
again,'  aud  '  created  in  Christ  .Il.mil>  unto  good  works,' 
without  which  there  can  be  no  lively  faith  [under  atiy 
of  the  divine  dispensations:]  And  having  [by  that 
important  distinction  of  the  two  grand  covenants] 
removed  a  great  deal  of  rubbish  out  r  " 
it  will  not  he  difficult  to  prove,  undc 


:  I  hope 


SECOND  HEAD, 

That  the  way  of  salvation  by  such  a  lively  I'itith  only, 
or,  which  is  the  sapie,  by  the  covenant  of  grace  [alone,] 
is  the  one  way  that  leads  to  life,  according  to  the  Bible 
and  our  articles  of  religion. 

If  von  ask  all  the  Pharisees,  all  the  self-righteous 
Heathen*,  Turks,  Jews,  and  Papists,  io  the  world, 
which  is  the  way  or'  salvation  ?  [with  too  many  igno- 
rant Protestants]  they  will  answer,  [without  making 
the  least  mention  of  repentance  and  faith,]  "  Through 
doing  good  works,  and  leading  a  good  life :"  That  is, 
"  Through  the  tovenant  of  works;"  flatly  contrary  to 
what  1  have  proved  in  the  first  part  nf  this  discourse, 
namely,  that  '  by  the  works  of  the  law,'  by  the  first 
covenant, '  shall  no  flesh  living  unjustified..'  (Gal.  ii. 
16.)  Or  if  they  have  yet  some  sense  of  modesty,  if 
they  arc  not  quite  lost  in  pride,  [supposing  them  Chris  ■ 
tians,]  they  will  varnish  over  the  hlusphcmy  [which  I 
fear  is  indirectl;  wmi-hcil  iiuuVt  tlicii-  luiiistiuj;  speech,] 
with  two  or  three  words  about  God's  mercy.  "  Why," 
say  they,  "  it  is  to  be  hoped,  we  sliall  all  be  saved  by 
endeavouring  Io  [fad  L'oud  live:',  and  du  good  works  : 
And  if  that  will  not  do,  God's  mercy  in  Christ  w'dl  do 
the  rest."  Which  means  neither  more  nor  less  than 
this  ;  "  We  are  still  to  be  saved  by  the  covenant  of 
works,  by  putting  on,  [sinful  and  guilty  as  we  arc,]  the 
I'obe  of  our  own  [Pharisaic,  An ti -evangelical,  Christ- 
iess]  righteousness  (  and  if  it  happen  to  be  tno  short, 
or  to  have  some  holes,  Christ  [whom  we  are  willing 
to  make  the  Omega,  hut  not  the  Alpha ;  the  last,  but 
not  the_firj(,]  will,  in  Merry,  tear  his  spotless  robe  [of 
merits,]  to  patch  np  and  lengthen  ours."  [And  this 
they  say,  it  is  to  he  feared,  without  the  least  degree  of 
genuine  repentance  towards  God,  and  heart-felt  faith 
in  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.]  O  how  many  dream  of 
Betting  to  heaven  in  this  fool's  coat,  \ftm  ■a&vwS. 
dress  of  A   Cluiitten    Pharisee'.]      HoMnani^toi 
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blending  the  two  covenants,  which  arc  as  incompatible 
ait  lire  and  water,  try  to  make  for  themselves  a  fl* 
covenant,  that  never  existed  but  in  their  proud  im 
nation  !  lit  a  word,  how  many  are  there,  who  na 
tliiuk  :  We  must  be  saved  partly  by  [the  covenant  nf] 
work?,  and  partly  by  [the  covenant  of]  grace!  giving 
the  lie  to  God  and  ray  ten  !  overturning  at  once  the 
Gospel  and  Protestantism  !— No,  no:  If '  a  remnant  it 
saved,' it  is  by  the  covenant  of  grace;  and  if  by  grate, 
then  it  is  no  more  [by  the  covenant]  of  works  ;  other- 
wise grace  is  no  more  [gospel]  grace.  But  if  it  be  [by 
the  covenant]  of  works,  then  it  is  no  more  [gospel] 
grace  i  otherwise  work  is  do  more  wnik  :  [For  the 
moment  obedience  is  '  the  work  of  faith,"  it  can  no 
more  be  opposed  to  faith  and  gospel  grace,  than  the 
fruit  of  a  tree  can  be  opposed  to  the  tree,  and  the  sap 
by  which  it  is  produced.] 

But '  to  the  law  and  the  testimony  !'  Do  the  oracles 
of  God,  or  the  writings  of  our  Reformers,  direct  Us 
salvation  to  the  covenant  of  works,  or  to  a  third  ct 
nilit  of  [Anti-evangelicalf]  works  and  [evangelical] 
grace  patched  up  together?  Do  they  not  euti rely  and 
invariably  point  us  to  the  covenant  of  grace  alone! 

Hear  first  the  word  of  the  Lord.  '  He  that  believe* 
on  the  Son,  [according  to  the  liulit  of  the  d  is  pension 
he  U>  under,]  hath  everlasting  life  :  He  that  helievetli 
not,  .-hall  not  see  life,  but  the  wrath  of  God  abideth 
ott    him.'     (John     iii.    36.)— When    the    trembling 

(It.)  M  add  the  nvmt  Aali-evumilioil,  to  point  out  (he 
the  uiliUikc  of  some  pious  Proleat&nts,  who,  being  carried  n 
■n  Injudicious  Ecal  for  the  tint  eogbH  axiom,  anil  milled  bj  the 
onnciicn™  or  UlcapwllL'sstylcgMupoaUlepiiinnde  of  the  A  ' 
nomus  Babel., -mil  ihcucc  deny  all  waste  in  general;  iinhap 
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jailor  cries  out,  '  What  must  1  do  to  be  saved  ?'  Paul 
and  Silas  answer, '  Believe  in  the  Lord  Jeans  Christ, 
and  thou  sUalt  be  saved."  (Acta  xvi.  31.J — '  God  bo 
loved  the  world,'  says  St.  John,  '  that  he  gave  bis  only 
begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  belicveth  in  him,  should 
nut  pcri-h,  but  have  everlasting  lite.'  (John  iii.  16.) — 
'  By  grace,'  says  St.  Paul,  '  ye  are  [initially]  saved 
tljnjtiuh  faith,  and  that  not  of  yourselves,  it  is  the  gift 
of  God  :  Not  by  [the  covenant  of]  works,  [nor  yet  by 
the  proper  merit  ol"  any  work-,]  lest  Buy  man  should 
boast,'  [as  the  Pharisee  i  all  who  despite  the  way  of 
faith,  and  put  tin:  iuslLmuenial  causes  iu  (lie  room  of 
the  first  and  properly  meritorious  cause  of  our  salva- 
tion, being  no  better  than  boasting  Pharisees,]  For 
'  to  him  that  worketh  [without  applying  to  the  throne 
of  grace,  as  an  hcli-deserving  sinner]  is  the  reward 
not  reckoned  of  [evangelical]  grace,  but  of  [legal] 
debt.  But  to  him  that  worketh  not'  [upon  the  foot- 
ing of  the  first  covenant  J  to  him  who  sees  that  he 
cannot  [escape  hell,  much  less]  get  heaven,  by  [setting] 
his  good  works,  [if  he  has  any,  ou  the  Hedeetuei's 
throne;]  '  but  belie veth  [as  a  lost  sinner,]  on  him 
that  justified]  the  ungodly ;  his  faith  is  counted  for 
righteonsness  :*  He  is  saved  by  [obedient]  faith, 
which  is  the  condition  of  the  covenant  of  grace. 
[Rom.  far.  4.) 

Thus  speak  the  scriptures,  and  blessed  be  God  ! 
thus  speak  also   our  liturgy  and  articles. 

In  the  absulutiijii  the  priest  declares,  that  [iu  the 
day  of  conversion]  "  God  pardoueth  and  ubsoivetb," 
thatis,  saveth,  C'-:';  not  llio.-i.*  [nmrali-ti]  who  [being 
ashamed  to  repent,  and  seaming  to  believe  the  gospel, 
endeavour  to]  lead  a  good  life,  to  get  a  pardon  [by 
their  own  merits.]  jgj  But  "  all  those  who  truly  re- 
pent, and  unfeiguedly  believe  in  his  holy  gospel ;"  that 
is,  all  those,  who,  by  "  true  repentance,"  renounce 
[together  with  their  sins]  all  dependance  upon  the 
covenant  of  works  :  and  by  a  '  faith  unfeigned'  flee 
for  refuge  only  to  [Gnd's  mercy  in  Christ,  wYiwVw  so 
Vimiiy  otfeicd  (o   sinners  in]    the  coveuwnX  o?  p«M. 
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Hence  it  is,  that,  iti  (lie  caniBiDtiins-serri 
commanded  to  pray,  That,  "  by  the  meriti 
of  Christ,  and  through  faith  in  his  blood, 
the  whole  church  may  obtain  remission  of 
all  other  benefits  of  his  passion." 

This  holy  doctrine  is  moat  clearly  maintained,  and 
•trongly  established  in  the  ninth,  tenth,  eleventh, 
twelfth,  and  thirteenth,  of  our  articles  of  religion. 
And  upon  these  five  pillars,  it  will  remain  uusbaken, 
ai  long  as  the  Church  of  England  shall  stand. 

The  ninth  shews,  that,  since  the  fall  ot  Adam 
corruption  of  our  nature  di'M-rvi's  ("id's  wrath  and 
damnation  j"  so  that  [being  considered  without  tin 
free  gift,  that  came  upon  all  men  in  Christ  unto  justi- 
fication of  life,  (Rom.  v.  18,)]  we  are,  of  ourselves, 
evil  trees  ready  for  the  axe  of  death,  and  the  fire 
of  hell. 

llie  tenth  adds,  that  we  cannot  consequently  gel 
grace  and  glory,  that  is,  save  ourselves,  by  hearing 
.■■■■■I  .,,,..   nni   powers,  according  to 

the  first  covenant]  because  an  evil  tree  can  only  pro- 
duce evil  fruit : — [And,  that  "  we  have  no  power  to  do 
works  acceptable  to  God,  without  the  grace  of  God  by 
Christ  preveiitiim  us,"  according  to  the  second  cove- 
nant.] 

The  eleventh  affirms,  that  we  are  saved,  ^that  is, 
accepted  of  God,  changed,  and  made  good  t 
of  the  Lord's  planting,  "  only  for  the  me 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  by  faith,  and  not  for  our  i 
and  deservinga;"  ggf  as  we  can  do  no  good  works, 
before  we  are  [at  least]  in  a  state  of  [initial]    salva- 

tt'on-  o^JS  '  Make  the  tree  good,'  says  our  Lord, '  and 
its  fruit  shall  he  good.'  [In  our  infancy  we  are  freely 
blessed  witli  the  seed  of  light  from  '  Christ,  the  light  of 
men  ;'  and  at]  the  same  time,  we  are  freely  justified 
from  the  daujnin.^  guilt  of  urisinal  corruption.  As  we 
grow  tip,  and  personally  repent  and  '  believe  in  the 
light'  after  a  personal  fall,  we  are  again  freely  par- 
doned. Thus,  so  long  at  least,  as  '  the  accepted  time,' 
and"  'lie  day  uf  salvatiow'  Yast,"iG<si\ia&few.TO^e.ttu 


our  persons  in  Christ,  and  then  to  our  sacrifices  or 
works  [of  faith.]      (Heb.  Xi.  4  ;     Geu.  W.  4,  5.) 

The  twelfth  declares,  that  good  works,  works  which 
necessarily  follow  free  justification,  ilo  tiot  serve  '  to 
put  away  [or  atone  for]  sins  ;'  hut  to  declare  the 
truth  of  oar  faith  :  "  Insomuch  that  by  them  a 
livelj  faith  may  lie  as  evidently  known  as  a  tree  dis- 
cerned by  the  fruit."  A  tree  is  first  planted,  and  then 
it  brings  forth  fruit."  tEg**  A  believer  is  first  saved, 
[i.  «.,  freely  made  partaker  of  initial  salvation]  and 
then  lie  does  good  works.  J^}1  [A  lively  faith  necessa- 
rily produces  rlicni,  tliiniij.il  a  lielierer  docs  not  neces- 
sarily persevere  in  a  lively  faith  :]  If  he  do  them  not, 
his  fni  th  is  dead  ;  it  is  not  [now  a  living  and]  saring 
faith  ;  he  is  no  [longer  an  obedient]  believer  ;  [tint  an 
Antinomiau  or  an  Apostate,  a  Dcinas  jr  a  Judas.] 

The  thirteenth  insists  upon  that  point  of  ductrine, 
which  confounds  the  Pharisees  in  all  ages,  and  lays 
our  virtuous  pride  in  the  dust  before  God  :  Namely, 
that  [when  we  have  sinned  away  the  jus  tin  cation  §  of 
infants]  Igg"  "  works  done  before  [that]  justification 

MS.)  I  Those  »ho  start  at  every  egression  they  *n  not  used 
to,  win  ask  If  our  church  admits  the  jusllfluuioii  oF  iofttots. 
I  answer-.  Undoubtedly,  sinee  her  clergy,  by  her  direction  say 
"'  We  yield  thee  hearty  tr--'" 


[is  restored,]  before  faith"  alone  has  put  us  [again] 
into  a  stale  of  [initial]  salvation,  not  only  "  do  not  lit 
119  to  receive  grate,  but  have  in  themselves  the  uatuie 
of  siu,"  [nay  the  worst  of  sins,  spiritual  pride,  anil 
Pharisaic  hypocrisy  ;]  and  consequently  deserve  death, 
the  wages  of  sin,  so  far  [are  they]  from  meriting  grace 
and  glory.  Jgjg 

This  is  agreeable  to  reason  as  well  as  to  scripture; 
for  if,  "  uf  uu  [■■stives,''  ;t-  .-ays  our  church,  [i,  e.,  before 
any  degree  of  grace  is  instilled  into  our  infant  hears, 
or  before  Cod  freely  visits  us  again  when  we  have 
personally  fallen  away  from  him,]  "  we  cannot  by 
our  good  works  [so  called]  prepare  ourselves  to  faith  : 
If  we  are  such  crab  trees  as  can  bring  forth  no 
a]>]ile.i,  [iviihoiit  the  eiace  uf  God  by  Christ  prevent- 
ing us,  that  we  may  have  a  good  will,  and  working 
with  us  when  we  have  that  good  will,"  it  is  plain 
that]  by  producing  as  many  crabs,  [i.  e.,  as  many 
works  of  unbelief,]  as  [blaspheming]  I'anl  before  his 
couiersiou;  and  of  as  fine  a  colour,  and  as  large  a 
size,  as  those  which  the  self-righteous  Pharisee,  bore  ; 
we  cannot  change  ocr  own  nature,  nor  force  from 
ourselves  the  sweet  fruit  of  one  [truly]  good  work  : 
"  Many  who  have  not  the  true  faith,"  says  our  crinrch, 
"  yet  flourish  in  works  of  mercy.  But  they  that  thine 
in  good  works  [so  called]  without  faith,  are  like  dead 
men,  who  have  goodly  and  precious  tombs  :"  Or, 
to  carry  on  the  allegory  of  our  Reformers,  the  fine 
crabs  which  .-'!>b  pciple  produce,  please  the  eye  of  the 
spectator,  who  thinks  them  good  apple?;  but  God, 
who  sees  their  hearts,  tastes  in  the  deceitful  fruit, 
nothing  but  the  sourness  of  a  crab.  Such  crabs  are 
the  alms  of  whoremongers,  the  prayers  of  unjust  per- 

ablc  to  children;  concluding  her  coarse  on  ihe  occasion   by   that 


opportunity  of  acknowledging  my  mistake, 


FIRST.] 

sons,  the  public  worship  of  swearers  and  drunkards, 
the  tithes  and  fasts*  of  Pharisees,     (lsa.  i.  11,  Sue) 

l£g°  Having  thus  shewn  you,  how  self-  righteous, 
unawakened  sinners  dream  of  salvation,  either  by  the 
covenant  of  works,  or  by  a  third  imaginary  covenant, 
in  which  two  incompatible  things  [Pharisaical]  works 
and  [evangelical]  grace,  [antichrist! an]  merits  and 
mercy  [in  Christ]  are  jumbled  together;  and  having 
proved  by  plain,  unanswerable  passages,  and  by  the 
Thirty  Nine  Articles,  that  the  gospel  and  our  Church 
shew  us,  salvation  cannot  be  attained,  hut  under  the 
second  covenant,  that  is,  by  [obedient]  faith  only,  and 
uot  by  [the  covenant  of]  work? ;  I  beg  leave  to  re- 
capitulate the  whole  in  three  articles,  which  contain 
the  sum  of  the  gospel,  and  of  the  doctrine  that  I  have 
coiistiiiifly  preached  urium;;  you,  and  am  determined 
to  preach,  God  being  my  helper,  till  my  tongue  cleave 
to  the  roof  of  my  nn.>iit!i,J  [  unless  a  flaw  can  be  found] 
in  any  of  them,  by  the  word  of  God  or  the  articles  of 
our  Clrarcli.^gJ 

Upon  the  proofs  before  advanced,  1  solemnly  declare 
and  publicly  affirm:  (1.)  That  there  is  no  salvation 
to  be  attained  by  [the  covenant  of]  works  since  the 
fali.  The  best  man,  having  broken  an  hundred  times 
the  first  covenant,  deserves  a  hundred  times  damna- 
tion by  hi.i  works,  and  can  no  more  be  saved  fiotn 
hell  by   his  obedience   to   God's   law    [of  innocence] 
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than  a  thief  can  lie  saved  from  ihe  gallows,  by  the 
civil  Inn  which  condemns  him  to  be  hanged. 

2.  Respecting  ilie  primary  and  properly  meritorious 
cause  of  our  salvation,  [from  first  to  last]  "  we  are 
saved,"  as  It  Is  written  in  our  Eleventh  Article,  "only 
for  the  merit  of  onr  Lord  Jesus  Christ  by  faith,  and 
not  for  our  works  or  deservings  :  And  that  [in  the 
day  of  conversion]  we  are  justified  by  faith  only,  is 
a  most  wholesome  doctrine,  and  very  full  of  com 
fort :"  Yea,  the  only  doctrine  that  can  melt  down  the 
hearts  of  sinners,  and  make  them  constantly  zealous 
of  all  sorts  of  gtxiil  works,  [if  it  be  not  made  to  super- 
sede justification  of  believers  by  the  evidence  of  works, 
both  in  the  day  of  trial,  and  in  the  diiy  of  judgment : 
A  doctrine  this,  which  few  Antinomians  are  daring 
enough  directly  to  oppose.] 

S.  A»  all  mankind  arc  condemned  by  the  covenan 
of  works,  'he  that  belieteth  not  [in  the  light  oft 
his  dispensation]  being  condemned  already;'  fg? 
and  as  by  the  covenant  of  grace,  there  is  no  salvation 
to  he  had  but  in  Christ  through  faith  -  So  there  is  no 
mising  these  two  covenants  without  renouncing  Chriii 
and  his  gospel.  He  that  stands  with  one  foot  upon 
the  covenant  of  works,  and  with  the  other  foot  npou 
the  covenant  of  grace  ;  [he  that  talks  of  divine  mercy, 
while  his  heart  continues  as  regardless  of  it  as  if  he 
were  sinless  ;  he  that  ends  his  prayers  by  the  n; 
of  Christ,  while  he  remains  unconcerned  about  his 
fallen  state]  is  in  the  mo»t  imminent  dauger  of  eternal 
ruiO'-SB  He  that  says  "  I  will  do  first  what  1  can  to 
merit  heaven,  I  will  domy  best;  and  Christ,  1  hope, 
will  do  the  rest;  and  God,  1  trust,  will  have  mercy 
upon  me,"  is  yet  without  God,  and  without  Christ  in 
the  world  ;  he  knows  neither  the  nature  of  God's  law, 
nor  that  of  Christ's  gospel. 

[This  is,  my  dear  hearers,  the   substance   of  tl 
Three  Articles,   which,  eleven  years  ago,  1    pnbllcly 
laid  down  in  this  Church,  as  the  ground  of  the  doc- 
trine which  1  had  preached,  and  win  di'l.Tinined  still 
to  preacii  among  you.    AudA  *<Ae«.wVj  Secure,  &a. 
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to  this  day,  I  hare  not  seen  the  least  eaus.;  to  reject 
any  one  of  them  as  erroneous  :  Though  1  must  cou- 
fess,  that  I  have  found  abundant  reason  particularly 
to  guard  the  second,  against  the  daring  attacks  that 
Antiuomians  in  principle,  or  in  practice,  make  upon 
St.  James's  undefiled  religion.    To  return  :] 

Wearc  undoubtedly  obliged  to  do  what  we  can,  and 
to  use  [he  means  of  grace  at  all  [proper]  limes  and  in 
all  [convenient]  places  ;  but,  to  rest  in  those  means 
[like  the  Pharisees ;]  to  suppose  that  Ihey  will  save 
us;  and  upon  this  supposition,  10  be  easy  without 
the  experience  of  [converting]  grace  in  our  hearts, 
is  very  absurd.  It  is  a  mistake  as  foolish  as  that  of 
the  man,  who  supposes  that  his  garden  will  be  the 
more  fruitful  for  pipes,  which  convey  no  water ;  or 
that  his  body  can  hu  refreshed  by  empty  cups. 

The  language  of  the  penitent  sinner  is,  "  Lord,  I 
pray,  and  hear  [thy  word  1]  I  fast,  and  receive  [the 
commemorative  tokens  of  thy  passion  ;]  1  give  alms, 
rind  keep  the  Sabbath  i  but  after  all,  '  I  am  an  unpro- 
fitable servant.' — [1  must '  work  out  my  salvation  with 
fear  and  trembling, '  and  yet]  '  without  thee  i  can  do 
nothing,'  I  cannot  change  my  heart ;  (  cannot  root 
op  from  my  breast  the  de.siru  of  praise,  [he  thirst  of 
pleasure,  and  the  haufcrriti;;  after  gold,  vanity,  beauty, 
or  sensual  gratifications,  which  I  continually  feel;  I 
cannot  force  my  heart  to  repent,  believe,  and  love  : 
To  be  meek  and  lowly,  calm  and  devout.  Lord, 
deliver  me  from  this  body  of  death  ;  Lord,  save,   Or  I 

Christ  will  have  all  the  glory  [worthy  of  him]  or 
none.  We  must  be*  wholly  saved  by  him,  or  lost  for 
ever:  [For  although  we  must  be  'co-workers  with 
him,'  by  walking  rclinioush  in  t"<>d  works  j  and  if 
we  are  not,  we  shall  have  our  portion  with  the 
'  workers  of  iniquity ;'   yet  it  is  he  that  '  worketli  iu 
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us,'  as  in  moral  agent!,  both  to  will  and  to  do  of 
his  good  pleasure'  II  is  he  that  appoints  and  blesses 
all  the  (nfarhw  means  of  our  salvation  ;  therefore 
all   the  glory  proper!*  liihI   miy iiiiill v    belongs   to  him 

alone.} 

[All  our  pardons  flow  down  to  us  in  the  stream? 
of  his  precious  blood.  All  our  life,  light,  mid  power, 
are  nothing  but  emanations  from  hi  in,  who  is  'tin 
fountain  of  life,  the  Siiu  of  righteousness,  the  wisdom 
and  the  power  of  God,'  ami  in  a  word,  '  Jehovah  oar 
righteousness.'  All  that  gracious  rewardableoess  ol 
the  work- of  faith,  all  that  altitude  of  our  sprinkled 
obedience  unto  eternal  life,  all  that  being  worth) 
which  he  himself  condescends  to  speak  of,  (Rev.  iii. 
4,  and  Luke  sx.  ;!."■,:  spring  nut  only  from  his  gracinni 
appointment,  hut  from  his  overflowing  merits.  A  com- 
parison will  illustrate  my  meaning.] 

[You  see  the  cheerful  light  that  flowa  in  opon  tu 
through tho*e  windows,  and  renders  the  glass  as  bright 
as  this  spring  day.  You  know,  that  this  brightness  in 
the  glass  is  not /mm  the  glass,  which  was  totally  dart 
some  hours  ago ;  a  fit  emblem  then  of  '  the  works  of 
darkness,'  the  works  of  unbelief;  such  works  being  as 
much  devoid  of  renanhbteness,  as  those  panes  were  of 
light  at  midnight.  Let  us  not  forget  then,  that  if  oar 
works  are  graciously  rewarded,  it  is  only  when  they 
are  the  works  of  faith,  whose  peculiar  property  It  is 
freely  to  admit  the  merits  of  Christ,  and  the  beams  of 
the 'Sim  of  Uightcousuess  ;'  jnstas  it  is  the  propertjoi 
the  transpiring  niatriT,  which  loin  puses  (hese  windows, 
necessarily  to  admit  the  genial  warmth  and  cheerful 
fays  of  the  natural  sun.] 

[If  1  admire  a  poor  widow,  gladly  en-ting  lierhist  mite 
into  the  treasury  ;  or  a  martyr,  generously  giving  hb 
body  to  blood-thirsty  executioners ;  it  is  only  because 
their  lively  f:iilh  rceeii-ps.and  iheir  pure  charity  reflects, 
the  light  of  him,  who,  for  our  sake,  became  poor;  and 
for  our  sake,  joj  fully  surrendered  to  his  bloody  murder- 
ers. But  ;il!lmii;:li  ilii-  lu-.'.ifi  v.f  i,™  Lisid's  meritori- 
ous noliiicss  and  sufferings,  ewes  steal  ^owwk  to ««l 
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saints  who  reflect  it;  yet,  the  praise  of  it  originally 
and  properly  belongs  to  him  alone.] 

[An  illustration  will  make  yon  sensible  of  it.  You 
have  seen  a  glass  perfectly  reflecting  tlie  beauty  of  a 
person  placed  over  against  it,  you  hare  admired  (be 
elegant  proportion  of  features,  winch  composed  her 
beauty !  But  did  you  ever  see  any  man  so  void  of  Rood 
sense,  as  to  suppose,  that  ihe  beauty  was  originally  in 
the  glass  whirh  reflected  it ;  or  that  the  lovely  appear- 
ance enisled  iviibout  depending  on  Us  original ;  or  that 
it  robbed  the  living  beauty  of  her  peculiar  glory?  Aud 
shall  any,  on  the  one  hand,  be  so  full  of  voluntary 
humility,  as  to  maintain,  that  Christ  is  dishonoured  by 
the  derived  worthiness  of  the  works  of  faith,  whose 
office  it  is  10  receive,  embrace,  and  trust  in  thelledeem- 
er's  original  and  proper  merit  ?  Shall  any,  on  the  other 
band,  he  so  full  of  Pharisaic  pride  as  to  fancy,  that  the 
di-iNiguHiiiiL;  excellence  of  uur  gunil  ivui  ki,  if  we  have 
any,  springs  from,  or  terminates  in  ourselves  :  No,  my 
brethren  :  As  rivers  flow  back  to  the  sea,  and  lose  them- 
selves in  that  immense  reservoir  of  waters,  whence  tliey 
had  their  origin  ;  so  let  all  the  "  reivardablc  conde- 
cency"*of  our  evangelical  obedience  flow  back  to, 
and  lose  itself  in  the  boundless  and  bottomless  ocean 
of  our  Lord's  original  and  proper  merits.] 

He,  He  alone  is  worthy— property  worthy!  Worthy, 
— supremely  '  worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  slain!' 
Let  us  then  always  say,  with  the  humble  men  of  "'d, 
'  Our  goods  are  nothing  unto  thee,'  our  good  works 
cannot  possibly  benefit  thee.  '  What  have  we,'  great 
God,  '  that  we  have  not  received'  from  thy  gracious  . 
hand  ?  And  shall  we  keep  back  part  of  thy  incontes- 
table property,  and  iinpiuu-lv  iv.ar  the  ruin's  (if  praise  ? 
Far  he  the  spiritual  racrilepe    from  every  pions  breast  : 

[ID.)  *  I  need  not  inform  my  judidoua  readers,  that  t  use  the 
Lmoootlt,  barbarian  elpresaloD  of  Dr.  Owen,  "  rewar-l:thto  «m(k-- 
cency,*  to  convey  the  meaning  of  our  LorJ,  when  he  gractousli 
apeak*  of  our  meriting  or  l,eUi£  worthy-  tfalek  penoni  will  not 
like  adrauglic  but  out  of  a  certain  LTip,  made  m  Uie  \\MttV-  vfi  * 
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A*  '  thine  is  nil  the  kinplnm  and   power ;  so  thine 
.ill  Hit  jrlory  for  ever  and  ever  !' 

[If  therefore,  my  brethren,  we  hare  (he  honour  oi 
'filling  up  that  which  is  behind  of  the  afflictions  4 
Christ  in  our  flesh,  for  his  hody'.s  sake,  which  It  ok 
(hutch  : — If  we  are  arrea  offered  npoq  the  sacrifice  trf 
each  other's  faith  )"  let  us  dread  as  blasphemy  the  »0S 
thought  of  completing,  and  perfecting  our  Lord's 
nilely  complete,  anil  [n-i  feci  atonement.  As  God,  wbe 
is  infinite  in  himself,  was  not  made  greater  !>y  the  in 
niense  bulk  of  created  worlds  ;  nor  brighter  by  tbt 
shining  pcrfeetioiis  of  countless  myriads  of  angels  ami 
suns:  So  the  Infinite  value  of  that  '  one  offering,  k? 
wlii  i:li  Op  lit  hn-  fur  ever  perfected  [in  atoning  merits} 
them  that  are  sanctified,'  is  not  augmented  by  the  w 
of  all  the  saints,  and  the  blood  of  all  the  martyrs.  And 
as  the  heat  of  the  tire  adds  no thi ng  to  the  nature  of  thr 
fire,  or  the  beams  of  llie  sun  to  the  sun  ;  .10  the  righte- 
ousness of  the  saints  docs  uot  increase  that  of  Christ,  nor 
adds  their  holiness  any  thing  to  his  personal  excellence.; 

[Keep  we  then  at  tlj;it  awful  distance  from  the  gnlpb, 
which  self- rig  hie  ous  I'harisees  set  hetivien  llicmscl'.i.-. 
and  the  Justifier  of  those,  who,  like  the  contrite  pi 
can,  arc  sensible  of  their  ttugodlincss.  With  indi 
tion  rise  we  against  the  delusions  of  the  Romanists, 
who  countenance  the  absurd  and  impious  doctrine  of 
indulgences,  by  the  worse  than  Pharisaic  docliim 
their  works  of  supererogation.  Let  us  not  only  re 
and  defend  in  a  scriptural  manner,  the  important  arti- 
cles of  our  church,  which  1  have  already  mentioned; 
but  with  undaunted  courage  before  men,  and  wit* 
penitential  contrition  before  God,  let  us  stand  to  c*r 
xivth  article,  which  teaches  us,  after  our  Lord,  to  »J 

justice,  refulgent  hi 
ness,  and  daizling  glory,'  Weare  unprofitable  servant!,' 
even  '  when  we  have  done  all  that  is  commanded  n 
In  paint  of  strict  equivalence,  our  best  works  of  faith. 

holiest  duties,    cannot   properly   merit   the  U 
heavenly  reward.    But,  O  \  toaw  tt\t  YiuwJiliiig  truth 
lis  for  ever  in  the  tasU  \i»  ^«A  oWvftKVywSa*   - 


our  every   bad   work   properly  deserves  infernal  tor- 

[Therefore,  while  we  earnestly  contend  for  practical, 
pure,  undefiled  religion,  take  we  the  greatest  care,  not 
to  obscure  the  genuine  doctrines  of  grace.  With  meek- 
ness let  us  maintain  unto  blood,  the  honour  of  our 
Saviour's  merits,  again*!  the  hypocritical  mhis  of  virtu- 
ous pride,  who  cast  the  destructive  veil  of  unbelief  over 
the  invaluable  sacrifice  of  his  body.  And  in  our  little 
sphere,  let  every  one  of  u-  testify  with  the  beloved  dis- 
ciple, '  God  so  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only 
begotten  Son,  in  whom  he  is  well  pleased'  with  us; 
and  for  whose  sake  he  works  in  us  to  repent,  believe, 
and  obey ;  when  we  yield  to  the  drawings  of  his  grace, 
aud  concur  with  his  Spirit  in  the  work  of  on r  salvation.] 
[Through  that  dear  Redeemer  then,  we  receive  all 
the  favours,  which  the  Father  of  mercies  bestows  upon 
ux.  Arc  our  hearts  softened?  It  li  through  the  influ- 
ence of  his  preventing  grace.  Are  our  sins  blotted  Out? 
It  is  through  the  sprinkling  of  his  atoning  blood.  Are 
our  souls  renewed  ?  It  is  by  the  communications  of 
his  powerful  righteousness.  Are  we  numbered  among 
God's  adopted  children,  and  made  partakers  of  his 
loviug  Spirit  ?  It  is  through  a  faith  that  receives  him 
M  the  '  light  of  the  world,'  and  the  '  life  of  men.'] 

[The  very  graces,  which  the  Spirit  works  in  us  ;  and 
the  fruits  of  holiness,  which  those  graces  produce  in 
Otir  hearts  and  lives  ;  are  accepted  only  for  Christ's 
sake.  It  is  he,  who  presents  them  to  God,  sprinkled 
with  his  precious  blood,  and  perfumed  with  his  meri- 
torious intercession.  Nor  are  the  defects  of  our  holiest 
things  any  other  way  atoned  for,  than  by  the  full,  per- 
fect, and  ■.nllii'iiTii  ^.uTilice,  ublaticni,  nwl  ;at.ir  faction 
which  he  made  upon  the  cross  for  the  sins  of  the  whole 

[For  Christ's  sake  God  has  annexed  certain  rewards 
of  grace  and  glory,  to  the  works  of  faith  which  Christ's 
Spirit  excites  us  to ;  and,  1  repeat  it,  for  the  sake  of  Chcl&t, 
only,  we  receive  the  rewards  promised  w>  \vowiG\e, 
eraagelical,  sprinkled  obedience.      All   Cnria* 
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Meiers  fay,  '  Not  wo,  but  the  grace  of  God  in  ChriK 
So  far  a»  (Jul:  I  tin  jilts  and  actions  h&ve  been  good,  la* 
cry  out,  '  Then  bau  wrought  all  our  works  in  m 
They  all  shout,  "  Christ  fc»  us,"  and  '  Christ  in  ui.tt 
bono  of  glory."  They  all  ascribe  '  salvation  to  It 
Lamb:'  And  while tliey  '( 

lies?'  and  glory  at  liis.  feet,  they  join  in  the  grand  c. 
of  the  church  :  '  To  him  that  hived  us,  and  v 
from  our  sin*  in  his  own  blood,  and  hath 
kin*.'*  iintl  prii  -Is  unto  God  and  his  Father, 
glory  and  dominion  for  ever  ami  Efer.'  Tl 
Christ;  nothing  without,  nothing  besides  him. 
word,  he  it  to  believers,  as  the  Apostle  justly  c 

him,   '  ALL  IN  ALL'] 

[Indeed  in  uiniiituining  the  doctrine  of  free  g 
cannot  but  go  even  farther  than  our  mistaken  bre 
who  suppose  themselves  the  only  ad^c 
nicy  must  forgive  me,  if  I  cannot  he  of  tht 
when  they  insinuate,  that  they  shall  absolutely  ■ 
necessarily  be  saved.  For  as  reason  dictates,  that  at 
lute  necessity  vanishes  before  free  grace  ;  so  Chri 
charge  u  his  dearest  elect  to  '  fear  God' 
Judge,  who  '  can  cast  body  and  soul  it 
who  can  do  it  jiiillg.  No  gracious  proi 
is  mark'  them,  whose  fulfilment,  in  heav 
upon  earth,  i!  not  all  of  grace  as  well  as  of  troth,  i 
all  through  the  merits  of  Christ.] 

[O  ye  precious  merits  of  my  Saviour,  and  thon  ft 
grace  of  my  God  !  I,  for  one,  shall  want  ; 
the  sun  or  moon  endureth.  Nay,  when  those  lumi 
ries  shall  cease  to  shine,  1  shall  wrap  myself  in  yi 
my  transported  soul  shall  grasp  you  ;  my  i 
spirit  shall  plunge  into  your  unfathomable  depths  ; 
while  1  shall  run  the  never  ending  circle  of  my  bl 
existence,  my  overflowing  bliss  shall  spring  from  yi 
my  grateful  heart  shall  leap  through  your  impulse,  t 
exulting  tongue  shrill  shout  your  praise,  and  I  t\ 
strike  my  golden  hatp  to  your  eternal  honour.] 

[Nay,  this  very  day,  1  v^WrcVi 
Hie  important  truths  ctmtaiue4  \i 
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turea  i]  '  There  is  no  otter  name  [no  other  deserving 
person]  under  heaven,  given  to  men  whereby  we  may 
[properly]  be  saved'  in  whole  or  iti  part,  but  only  the 
name  [or  pernm]  nf Jesus  Christ.  '  He  trod  the  wiuo- 
pron  of  God's  wrath  aloue,  and  of  the  people  there 
was  none  with  him.  He  aloue  is  a  Saviour,  and  there 
is  none  besides  him.'  ['  If  be  that  converts  a  sinner,' 
ii  said  to  '  save  a  soul  from  death,'  it  is  because  lie 
has  the  honour  of  being  the  Saviour's  agci.t,  and  not 
because  he  is  "  the  original  cause"  of  any  man's  sal- 

l^g^Woe  then  to  those,  who  teach  sinners  the  double 
way,  the  Pharisaic  way,  the*  (self  righteous]  way  of 
salvation,  partly  by  man's  [antiilu  i-tiiui]  merits  [ac- 
cording to  the  first  covenant,]  ami  partly  by  the  [proper] 
merits  of  Jesus  Christ  [according  to  the  second.]  '  If 
I  we,  or  an  angel  from  heaven,'  says  St.  Paul,  'preachany 
other  gospel  untoyuu.than  that  which  wchave  preached,' 
namely,  that  '  we  are  saved  [i.  e.,  pardoned,  absolved, 
and  sanctified]  by  grace,  through  faith  [which  worlteth 
by  love]  and  that  not  of  ourselves,  [uot  without  an 
atoning  priest  and  the  Spirit  hdpiiii;  "in1  iniinnities,]  it 
ia  the  gift  of  God— let  hiin  be  accursed."  (Gal.  i.8.1  JfJ 

f£T  He  really  denies  his  Saviour,  and  tears  the 
^ .  seaoilcss  robe  of  Christ's  rii'htcoUMic-s,  who  patches  it 
with  the  raga  of  his  own  [an  ti- evangelical,  faithless] 
righteousness.  [Or,  to  speak  without  metaphor,  he 
denies  our  Lord's  meritorious  fulfilling  of  the  law  of  in- 
nocence, he  despises  the  .Saviour's  complete  observance 
of  the  Adamiclawof  works,  who,  being  forgetful  of  hit 
aggravated  guilt,  and  regardless  of  his  palpable  impo 
teoce,  refuses  to  submit  to  the  law  of  faith,  and  to  em- 

(W.)  *  Elcvrn  ytnra  ago,  1  .aid  "  the  Pop!*h  way-"    I 
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brace  the  covenant  of  grace  with  an  ardour  becoming » 
poor,  si' If- condemn i'<i,  lost,  and  undine  sinner,  Nay. 
I  go  farther  still  :]  He  takes  away  [or  obstructs]  all  lit 
efficacy  of  Christ'*  stoning  Mood,  who  pretends  V 
mend  it  by  adding  thereto  the  filthy  drops  of  his  turn 
[fancied]  goodness,  [in  order  to  make  a  nwre  com- 
plete satisfaction  to  divine  justice.]  .^J 

"  It  is  mere  blasphemy  against  divine  mercy,"  sbji 
our  church,  "  and  great  derogation  from  the  blood' 
shedding  of  our  Saviour,  to  suppose  that  our  worti 
can  deserve,  or  purchase  to  us  remission  of  si 
consequently,  salvation.  No:  "It  ia  bestowed  hi 
believers  of  the  free  grace  aud  mercy  of  God,  by  tto 
mediation  of  the  blood  of  his  Son  Jesus  Christ,  will- 
out  merit  or  deserving  on  their  part,"  [although  their 
final  justification  is  not  without  the  evangelical  worthi- 
ness, which  their  faith  derives  from  that  dear  Re- 
deemer.] Horn,  on  Failing. 

To  conclude  :  By  the  covenant  of  works  man  has  til 
the  glory  of  his  own  salvation.  Faith  [in  a  Kedeemtr] 
is  made  of  no  effect ;  Christ  is  entirely  set  aside,  ami 
work'  are  placed  in  the  Mediator's  throne. — According 
to  the  imaginary,  mixed  covenant  of  salvation  byot 
own  good  works  [so  called,  or  to  speak  with  propriety, 
by  our  own  faithless,  hypocritical  works]  mended,  [ia 
we  think,]  with  [some nnscri plural  notions  and  eip 
sions  about]  Christ's  merits  ;  man  has  the  firat  si 
of  the  glory;  Christ  has  only  man's  leavings  ;  [The 
Redeemer  is  allowed  to  be  the  last,  but  not  the  first; 
the  Omega,  but  not  the  Alpha  :  The  two  covenants  alt 
confounded;]  works  and  faith  [or  rather,  faithless 
works  and  faith,  graceless  works  and  grace]  contrary 
to  my  text,  and  indeed  K>  common  sense,  come  in  to- 
gether for  a  part  of  the  honour  [as  if  they  « 
primary  meritorious  cause  of  our  salvation :  Whereas 
the  good  works  of  faith  themselves  are  at  the  best  only 
the  secondary,  evidencing  cause  of  our  final  salw 
tion.»] 

(21,)  'Should  a  intjuit™*  «■««  cYiuit « i(*\  ^.Vh 
mJierf  Iho  two  covensnis  \n  m?  Ct»e\«,  \o  otoo*s™w,-- 


But  by  the  gospel  all  is  set  in  amoat  beautiful  order, 
and  esquiaite  bartnony.  'Hie  merits  and  sufferings  of 
Christ,  the    Redeemer   of   the  world,  are  the   only 
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i,  [or,  as  says  our  Cluircli, "  original]  cause" 
of  our  salvation.  Tht  ginry  is  entirely  ascribed  In 
:  im  ;  .mil  he  alone  fit*  upon  the  throne  as  aSaviobr^ 
while  prouil  mat]  lias  his  month  stopped,  nr  opens  it 
only  in  the  dust  to  extol  redeeming  love.  Faith,  whose 
olllcc  it  is  continually  to  borrow  the  merits  of  CbrU, 
and  (o  receive  the  quickening  power  of  hi*  Spirit  :$jf 
Faith,  1  say,  is  the  only  instrumental  cause  of  our  frtt 
salvation,  [in  the  day  of  conversion,]  it  receii  eaChriitaiJ 
"alration.as  the  hand  of  a  begear receives  an  nlnit,JSl 
And  as  for  pood  works,  [properly  so  called,]  so  far  art 
they  from  being  left  out  of  the  go.^iel-plan,  that  thq 

>•:  ..-.■.mm  ,! 
dvclahvtivk  cause'  of  our  free  justification  [both  in 
tlie  day  of  trial  and  in  the  day  of  judgment  =J  A  con- 
stant, uniform  course  of  nil  sorts  of  good  works,  will 
na  holy  and  heavenly-minded  conversation,  beinj 
utilisation  lo  nnv  body,  no  not  to  the  kin?  blm»elf,— iron, 
ifbo  does  nnt  see.  that  ivhlle  the  king  (cmrluunly  re-vnrrii  tbt 
humble  liSlisence  of  Hie  penitent  publican,  be  may  ju.tT) 
Jlunl.litlif  |,r-nl  I'hiri-^f,  r  !ii:i  .m-'t-!-d   l:y jiocrit itai  el* 

.■ri«-J  Il,,.sc  „r  lh„  Phnrl.ee,    we  b.ve   only  din-  the  work  el 

<>1<I,  that   '  ('im!  ,-. Istetb  the  proud,  and   girrtb  „ruce   lo  the 
humble  i'  ond  that  ■  he  will  givngrnw  nnd  glory,  and  no  rot* 
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the  only  evidence  of  a  lively  and  saving  faith,  [when  it 
has  time  to  show  itself  by  external  works.] 

Thus,  [to  sum  up  all  iu  one  sentence,]  Christ  alone 
[properly]  merits,  faith  alone  [properly]  apprehends, 
and  good  works  alone  [properly]  evidence  salvation  : 
Yea,  they  are  the  fruit  of  salvation  [begun ;]  JgJ  for 
[all  works  meet  for  repentance  spring  from  the  free 
justification  and  initial  salvation,  in  which  we  are  put 
in  our  infancy ;  and]  '  the  love  of  God  shed  abroad  in 
a  believer's  heart,  by  the  Holy  Ghost  given  unto  him/ 
is  salvation  itself;  this  love  being  the  tree  on  which  all 
[the  external]  good  works  [of  real  Christians]  grow, 
and  making  our  gracious  heaven  below,  as  it  will  make 
our  glorious  heaven  above. 


PART  THIRD. 

[Since  I  give  good  works,  as  I  have  just  observed,  a 
most  eminent  place  in  the  gospel-plan,  even  the  place 
of  the  evidences  that  will,  under  Christ,  cause  our 
eternal  salvation,  I  may  well]  proceed  to  show  the  in- 
justice or  unreasonableness  of  those,  who  accuse  me 
of  preaching  against  good  works.  For,  "  He  exclaims 
against  good  works — he  runs  down  good  works,"  is  an 
objection  [which  is  still  at  times]  urged  against  my 
ministry. 

[Although  I  confess  with  sorrow,  that,  some  years 
ago,  when  I  had  more  zeal  than  prudence,  I  dropped 
among  you  some  unguarded  expressions,  and  did  not 
always  clearly  distinguish  between  the  "  good  works," 
so  called,  of  unhumbled  Pharisees ;  and  the  genuine 
obedience  of  penitent  believers ;  yet  I  should  wrong 
the  truth,  and  undervalue  my  character  as  your  minis- 
ter, if  I  did  not  observe,  that,  as  professed  Antino- 
mians  have  always  loathed  the  doctrine  of  a  believer's 
justification  by  works ;  so  the  Pharisaical  world  has 
always  abhorred  the  doctrine  of  a  sinner's  justification 
by  faith.  Hence  it  is  that]  the  above-mett\\oti^^\^\wv 
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with  abundance  of  cruel  mocking*,  and  pitiful  false 
reports,  hare  been  in  all  ages  the  lot  of  all  those,  who 
have  [steadily]  preached  the  gospel  of  Christ,  that  is 
the  glad  news  of  free  salvation  through  [obedient] 
faith  iu  his  blood. 

'  We  preach  Christ  crucified/  says  St.  Paul,  *  to  the 
Jews  a  stumbling-block,  and  to  the  Greeks  foolishness; 
but  to  them  that  believe,  Christ  the  power  aud  wisdom 
of  God.'  (1  Cor.  i.  23.)  It  is  plain  from  this,  and 
.several  other  passages  in  the  Epistles,  that  the  Primi- 
tive Christians  suffered  much  reproach  on  this  account 
St.  Petqr  exhorts  them  thus :  '  Have  your  conver- 
sation honest  among  the  Gentiles,  that  whereas  they 
speak  against  you  as  evil-doers,  they  may  glorify  God 
by  your  good  works,  which  they  shall  behold  ;  for  it  is 
his  will,  that  with  well-doing  ye  put  to  silence  the 
ignorance  of  foolish  men,  and  make  them  ashamed 
that  falsely  accuse  your  good  conversation  in  Christ.' 
(1  Peter  ii.  12,  15;  and  iii.  16.) 

St.  Paul  had  the  same  objection  continually  cast  Id 
his  face,  f  'Do  we  then  make  void  the  law  through 
faith?'  says  he  in  his  own  defence:  (Rom.  iii.  31 :) 
That  is,  by  preaching  salvation  through  faith,  do  we 
hinder  people  from  doing  the  good  works,  commanded 

(23.)  f  TheAntinomians  '  by  fair  speeches  deceive  the  hearts  of 
the  simple.'  Because  St.  Paul  fully  answers  this  objection,  they 
make  the  injudicious  believe,  that  he  was  of  their  sentiment ; 
though  upon  their  plan  of  doctrine,  the  objection  which  he  starts  is 
absolutely  unanswerable.  They  say,  "We  establish  the  law  by 
preaching  Christ,  who  has  kept  ut  for  us ;  and  by  extolling  his  im- 
puted righteousness,  through  which  we  are  for  ever  complete  in 
justifying  obedience  before  God."  Now  although  we  humbly  and 
thankfully  ^acknowledge  with  them,  that  our  Lord  has  kept  the 
Adamic  law  of  innocence,  and  made  it  honourable  for  us :  yet  we 
absolutely  deny,  that  he  has  kept  the  Evangelical  law  of  liberty  for 
us.  Personal  obedience  to  it  is  indispensably  required  of  every 
man,  and  if  a  believer  do  not  fulfil  it  for  himself,  St.  Paul  and 
St.  James  inform  us,  that  a  sorer  punishment,  and  a  more  merciless 
judgment  await  his  disobedience,  than  if  he  had  never  believed. 
(Heb.  x.  29 ;  James  ii.  13.)  Thus  those  holy  apostles  fully  make  up 
the  gap  of  Antinomian  free  grace,  which  some  of  our  gospel  ministers 
make  it  their  business  to  widen. 


iii  the  law  ?  '  Giid  forbid !  yea,  we  establish  the  law :' 
i.  e„  our  preaching  is  so  fur  from  snperaeding  good 
works,  that  it  [enforce*  theiu  hy  the  greatest  variety 
of  motives,  and]  puts  our  bearers  into  [the  beat,  not  to 
say]  the  only  mcthnd  of  doiug  thero  :  for  it  shews 
theiu  how,  Wins;  '  ;-prinklrd  from  an  evil  cou science,' 
and  having  their  '  heart  purified  by  faith,'  they  shall 
naturally  [i.  o,,  ^puiilanconHy]  [uo'Iiut  all  sorts  of  good 
works,  instead  of  bringing  forth  a  few  counterfeit  ones. 
Tlie  apostle  answers  the  same  objection.  (Horn.  vi.  1.) 
*  Shall  we  then,'  who  are  saved  by  grace  through  faith, 
'continue  in  sin  that  grace  may  abound?'  Shall  we 
omit  doing  good  works ;  shall  we  do  evil  works, 
because  salvation  is  not  [by  the  covenant]  of  works, 
[but  by  that]  of  grace  ?  '  God  forbid  !  How  shall  we, 
that  are  dead  to  sin,  lire  any  longer  therein  !"  As  if  he 
had  said.  Is  not  (lie  faith  which  we  preach,  a  '  faith  of 
the  operation  of  God.1'  Is  it  not  a  powerful  and  active 
principle,  that  turns*  the  heart  from  all  sin  to  all 
righteousness  .'  Is  it  not  a  faith,  by  which  we  are  made 
new  creatures,  and  overcome  the  world?'  (1  John 
v.  1.  4.) 

[When  people  •  lie  in  dittoes.",'  doing  '  the  works  of 
darkness,'  which  in  the  dark  pass  cither  for  good  works 
that  divine  ju-ri'v  will  reward,  or  for  trilling  offences 
that  divine  mercy  will  overlook  ;  then  heart-felt  repen- 
tance is  totally  neglected,  and  deep  mourning  for  sin 
passes  for  despair.  Few  know  what  it  is  to  *  look  on 
him  whom  they  have  pierced  and  mourn."  Very  few, 
if  auv,  can  cxpeiimentalh/  say,  '  Being  justified  by 
feith,  we  hare  peace  wish  (im!  thi.meh  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  by  whom    we  have  now  received  the   atone- 

Suppose  tin?  lot  of  a  minister,  ncjiriinicd   with    tin 

(14.)  •  Him  could  t  have  hail  the  aMintici!  of  liking  that 
quenions.  If  I  had  believed,  aa  my  late  opponent,  lliat  a  man  nho 


an  equal  cnr-cm.  [fait 

privileges  of  the  Christian  dispensation,  is  cast! 
place,  where  these  Pharisaic  ami  common  dclusioni 
generally  pre  rail :  The  first  thing  he  has  to  do,  ll 
undoubtedly) icout  and  shake  the  false  founda- 
tions, on  which  his  awakened  hearers  build  t" 
hope.  He  must  show  them,  that  their  partial,  external, 
faith  less  obedience  will  never  profit  them.  He  mosl 
decry  their  imaginary  good  works,  tear  off  their  filth j 
rags  of  fancied  righteousness,  sweep  away  '  their  re- 
fuges of  lies,'  aud  seoiuife  [heir  consciences  with  the 
curse  of  the  law,  till  they  see  their  nakedness,  feel 
their  g  11  ill,  and  '  receive  llie  sentence  of  death  in  them- 
selves.' Then,  and  not  till  then,  will  they  stand  01 
level  with  the  poor  contrite  publican,  and 

Groan  the  sinner*  only  plea, 
"  God  be  merciful  to  me;"! 

[When  a  preaehei  is  enlaced  in  that  important  and 
thankful  business^  liuw  natural  is  it  for  him,  especially 
if  he  be  yet  young  am!  unexperienced,  or  if  hebe  heated 
hy  the  opposition  of  obstinate  Pharisees,  and  bigoted 
Papists,  to  drop  some  unguarded  expressions  aga" 
good  works ;  or  at  least  not  to  make  always  a  proper 
distinction  between  the  Pharisaical  works  of  unbelief, 
which  Isaiah  call:-  filthy  rat-,  and  the  works  of  faith 
which  our  Lord  calls  good  and  ornamental  works  ? 
And  how  glad  die  his  adi  crsaiies,  to  hue  such  a  plau- 
sible pretence  for  throwing  an  odium  upon  him,  hy 
!i  Hi  ruling  tliat  he  explodes  all  sorts  of  works,  even 
those  for  which  our  '  reward  will  be  great  in  heaven  '."] 
p^=  The  devil  fought  against  our  Reformers  with 
inch  weapons,  rtll  the  hooks  that  the  Papists  wi 
against  them,  rang  with  the  charge  of  their  turning 
good  works  out  of  Christianity.^gJ  Hear  good  Bishop 
Latimer,  one  of  the  best  livers  that  ever  were  :  "  Y 
will  say  now.  Here  U  all  faith,  faith  ;  but  vi  h, 
nothing  of  good  woiks .-  for  some  carnal  people  m; 
well  carnal  objections  like  themselves," &e.  Sermon 
on  Tttelfth  Day. 
Of  (lie  same  import  is  &<s  ioftovAw^*8*^  <snv*. 
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the  Homily  on  Fasting:  "  Thua  much  is  said  of  good 
works,  &c,  to  take  away  so  much  as  may  he,  from 
envious  minds,  and  iduuderous  tongues,  all  just  occa- 
sion of  slanderous  speaking,  as  though  good  works 
were  rejected." 

Thus  St.  Peter,  St.  Paul,  and  our  Reformers  were 
accused  of  despising  good  works,  because  they  exalted 
Cbri-t,  [and  with  an  holy  indignation  trampled  upon 
the  works  of  unbelief,  which  are  the  foundation  of  all 
Pharisaic  hopes  :]  And  [so  far  as  1  have  not,  by  un- 
guarded expressions,  given  a  just  cause  of  offence  to 
those,  who  are  glad  of  any  occasion  to  decry  the  funda- 
mental doctrine  of  salvation  by  faith,]  1  own  that  I 
rejoice  to  be  counted  worthy  of  suffering  the  same 
reproach,  with  such  a  cloud  of  faithful  witnesses. 
Nevertheless,  a*  the  scriptures  say,  that  we  must '  not 
let  the  good  that  is  in  us  lie  evil  spoken  of,'  1  shall  ad- 
vance some  arguments,  which,  by  God's  Hetttnf,  will 
either  convince  or  shame  iny  accusers. 

Von  say,  [and  this  I  speak  particularly  to  yon  that 
are  fully  set  against  the  doctrine  of  salvation  by  faith,] 
you  aay,  "  that  1  preach  against  good  works — that. I 
run  down  good  works,"  &c,  ;  But  pray,  do  you  know 
what  good  works  are  ?  I  am  afraid  you  do  uot,  or 
else  yon  would*  [not  accuse  me  so  rashly:]  Give  mfc 
leave  therefore  to  instruct  you  once  in  this  point 

All  divines  agree  that  good  works  are  of  three 
sorts  :— (1.)  Works  of  piety  towards  God :  (2.)  Works 
of  charity  towards  Our  neighbour;  and  (3.J  Works  of 
self-denial  towards  ourselves. 

[To  say  nothing  now  of  the  good  works  of  the  heart, 
such  as  good  thought*,  good  tempers,  and  internal  acts 
of  repentance,  faith,  hope,  and  love;]  in  the  first  class 
[of  external  good   work?,]  which   includes  "  works  of 

(95.)  *  instead  of  these  words  [not  accuse  mo  so  rashly]  1 
formerly  wrote  [be  ashamed  to  accuse  me  so  falsely.]  1  reject 
tlicm  ni>w,  because  a  miuisur  uf  <l»;  |:"-]'L-i  -h.iul.l  ji'it  only  speak 
the  truih,  but  endeavour  to  si>eak  it  in  the  most  aai-ptable  man- 
DPT.  It  is  enough  to  give  offence  when  It  cannot  be  wn&aift.  "M  « 
should  not  BrovoAe  the  displeasure  of  oui  besmm  mVOmvA  ue- 
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pic ly,"  divine*  rank  public  prayer  in  the  church, 
family- grayer  in  1 11  ivate  houses,  anil  [meditation  andj 
nrirate  prayer  in  one's  tlosct;  Sinking  psalms, hynuif, 
and  spiritual  songs  ■  Reading  (he  Bible  anil  other  good 
books  !  Hearing  the  word  preached  or  expounded ■ 
Receiving  the  sacraments  :  Keeping  the  Sabbath-d»j 
anil  festivals  holy  :  Confessing  Christ  befure  a  wirkei 
world  :  And  inhering  the  loss  of  one's  estate,  of  o 
good  name,  or  life  itself,  for  the  gospel's  sake. 

Now  I  appeal  in  every  impartial  hearer,  yea,  and  U> 
thy  own  conscience,  O  man,  who  acciisest  ni 
preaching  igalncl  good  worts,  whether  I  ever  taught, 
directly  or  Indirectly,  that  we  aught  not  constantly  to 
attend  public  worship  in  the  house  of  God,  as  well  it 
private  worship  in  onr  own  houses,  and  to  perform 
secret  worship  in  our  closets  : — Whether  1  ever  spnle 
against  ilnglug  psalms,  hymns,  and  spiritual  song! 
or  against  reading  the  liible  and  other  good  books  :- 
Whether  i  ever  so  much  as  hinted,  that  we  ought  not  u 
endeavour  so  to  dispatch  our  wordly  business,  as  tc 
hear  [if  possible]  the  word  preached  or  expounded 
both  on  Sundays  and  working  days  :— Whether  I  hart 
intimated, *  that  we  can  live  in  the  neglect  of  God"a 
ordinances,  and  break  his  Sabbaths,  without  bringing 
upon  oiirsclve-i '  swiit  iiesl  ruction  :' — And  Lastly,  Whe- 
therat  anytime  I  cried  down  suffering  reproach  fur 
Christ,  and  parting:  with  all  things,  even  life  itself,  to 
folio iv  him.  and  his  doctrine. 

Nay,  do  not  you  know  in  yonr  own  breast*,  that  my 
insisting  upon  these  good  works,  and  encouraging  all  I 
can  to  do  them,  is  what  makes  me  to  be  despised  and 

(IE.)  »  My  opponent  hn»  not  only  dure  this,  but  he  hot  tnti- 


tton,  bul  Hththis  ndilitiohal  advantage,   that  Ihcy  shall  ml.ill.bly 
*'»lnp   loudLT"'  In   heaven   for  thtir  deepest  fall*,  which   can  nprri 

fotrhiai!  liulttil.  to  look  iheiti  in  Vne  fsx.  iiVta  I 


rejected  by  many,  and  perhaps  by  yourself  ?  How  eon 
you  then,  without  wriimdmgt  [your  own  conscience,] 
accuse  tne  of  preaching  against  good  works  ?  Are  yon 
not  rather  the  person  who  speaks  against  them  ?  Are 
yon  not  yourself  one  of  these  [loose  moralists]  who 
say,  that,  "  For  their  part  they  see  no  need  of  so 
"  many  wnnoiu,  lectures,  nud  sacraments  in  the 
"  Church  ;  no  need  of  so  much  sinking,  reading,  proy- 
"  ing,  anil  eoilly  com  nation,  in  prii  ;i«'  houses  :  No 
"  ceed  of  such  strictness  in  keeping  the  Sabbath  day 
"  boly,"  &c. 

If  yon  are  one  of  them,  you  add  [I  fear]  detraction  to 
infidelity,  aitrl  lir'uring  I";;1m'  lestimony  to  open  profarc- 
ness  [or  Laodicean  lukewaniiin.'ss.]  You  decry  good 
works  you i -elf  liy  your  wonts,  your  [iraciire,  and  jour 
example  ;  and  whin  you  have  done,  von  lay  the  sin  at 
iuv  door  ;  yon  ssiy  that  I  prcarh  against  them  !  t)  how 
ivill  you  reconcile  this  conduct,  I  -hall  not  say  to 
Christianity,  hut  to  good  manners,  good  seuse,  or  even 
to  Heathen  honesty! 

In  the  seen  i  ni  cl;;-s  ijiY'iiod  works,  riiriuts  place  works 
of  [justice  and]  charity  ;  and  these  are  of  two  sorts, 
snob  as  are  done  to  the  bodicn,  and  such  as  are  done  to 
the  souls  of  men.  The  former  are,  [fur  the  most  part,] 
enumerated  by  onr  Lord.  (Matt.  Kiev.)  They  consist 
in  being  tine  and  just  in  all  our  dealings :  In  '  provid- 
ing thin  Li-  h  Din::.  I  in  die  sii;ht  nf  all  men,'  for  us  and 
ours  ;  in  jiaj-iin;  our  jn.-i  debts  as  soon  as  possible,  in 
protecting  widows  and  fatherless  children,  in  giving 
food  to  the  hungry  and  drink  to  the  thirsty  ;  in  enter- 
tiining  stranutr.-.,  ea»iii^  the  opprc-sud,  clothing  the 
naked,  a'lunUn.  (lie  >ick,  visltiny  tin'  prisoners,  [and 
burying  the    dead,  from  scriptural  and  not  1'harisaie 

Now  will  any  one,  who  scruples  advancing  an  un- 
truth, dare  affirm,  that  1  ever  spoke  a  word  against 
doing  any  one  of  these  good  works?— Against  doing 


tlieui  or  improper  timet,  from  bad  motives,  i 
wrong  manner,  aud  to  wrong  ends,  I  have  often 
spoken;  and  so  have  all  the  preachers,  who  cli)  not 
1  daub  the  wall  with  mi  tempered  mortar  :'  Christ  fin:. 
(Matt.  vl.  2()  St  Paul  next,  (ICor.  xii.  1,9,  "' 
and  our  church  after  theru  :  See  the  Homily  on  Faiiitif. 
But  I  ask  it  ggain,  Whoever  bean!  me  speak  one  won 
again.it  doing  Iheiu  t  On  the  contrary,  hare  1  not  dc 
clared  again  and  again,  that  even  '  a  cup  of  cold  watet 
given  in  Christ's  name,  shall  in  no  wise  lose  its  re 
ward' — should  certainly  lie  rewarded  in  eternal  life: 
[And  do  notsome  of  you  know,  that  within  these  two 
years,  1  have  lost  many  of  my  religious  friends,  b) 
making  a  stand  for  the  evangelical  worthiness  of  iht 
works  of  faith  ?J 

As  for  works  of  mercy  done  to  the  souls  of  ti 
such  as  [giving  a  Christian  education  to  our  children 
and  apprentices,]  comforting  the  aillictul,  encouraging 
the  dejected,  tlreLiirlheiiiiijt  the  weak,  exhorting  the 
careless,  sure'iminir  the  tempted,  instructing  the  igno- 
rant, sympathising  with  in, miners,  warning  the  stub- 
born, [detecting  hipucrisv,]  reproving  sin,  stopping 
immorality,  rebuking  profnneuess,  aud  helping  fa 
other  in  the  narrow  way ;  it  in  known  to  many,  tint 
my  name  is  cast  out  as  evil  by  many  Sabbath -breakers, 
swearers,  and  drunkards,  for  endeavouring  to  walk  in 
these  good  works  myself,  aud  to  induce  others  to  walk 

Aud  yet  you,  [1  still  address  myself  to  the  inveterate 
enemies  of  salvation  by  faith,]  you,  who  possibly  ridi. 
cale  all  those  good  works,  and  dream  of  being  saved 
without  them  ;  you,  who  do,  perhaps,  just  the  reverse 
of  them,  strengthening  one  another's  hands  in  licen- 
tiousness anil  |inj!.L]ieiie..s,  in  s abb ath- breaking,  swear- 
ing, or  scoffing  at  every  thing  that  looks  like  serious- 
uess  ;  you  License  me  "I"  despising  or  discountenancing 
good  works !  O  tell  it  not  in  Gath,  publish  It  n 
Askelon,  lest  the  very  Philistines  laugh  at  the  glaring 
iiiiiirisistency  of  your  words  aud  conduct ! 

Good  works  of  the  third  class,  \c\axe  vi  Vw^vn. vm- 


□  RACE.  397 

der  the  flesh,  and  all  its  sinful  appetites.  The  chief  of 
these  works  arc  a  moderate  use  of  meat,  drink,  and 
sleep ;  self-denial,  [in  apparel,  furniture,  and  equipage;] 
chastity  [in  all  its  branches  ;  subduing  our  slothful,  re- 
bellious flesh  by]  early  rising,  abstiueure,  fasting  : 
And,  in  a  word,  '  by  taking  up  our  daily  cross,'  and 
following  our  abstemious,  and  jet  laborious  Lord. 

[Permit  me  to  do  as  St.  Paul — '  to  speak  as  it  were 
foolishly  in  this  confidence  of  boasting.']  Have  I  not 
enforced  the  necessity  of  these  good  works  both  pub- 
licly and  from  house  to  house  ?  Have  you  not  some- 
times even  gone  away  from  this  place  of  worship,  se- 
cretly displeased  at  my  insisting  so  much  upon  them  ; 
complaining  perhaps,  "  that  1  went  too  far,  or  that  no- 
body could  live  up  to  what  I  preach  ;"  and  making  a 
hundred  such  remark*,  iu-tead  of  ined'uniing  upon  these 
words  of  our  Lord  :  '  With  man  indeed  it  is  impossible, 
but  with  God  all  things  are  possible  ?'  And  yet  you 
now  complain,  that  1  do  nol  preach  up  good  works.— 
Pray,  my  brethien,  be  consistent;  keep  to  one  point, 
and  do  not  say  and  unsay  :  1  can  no  more  be  too  strict, 
snd  yet  make  too  little  of  good  works ;  than  I  can  go 
East  and  West  at  the  same  time.  (July  think. . . .  and 
yon  will  perceive,  that  ynur  very  complaints  justify  me, 
that  your  sayings  overturn  one  another,  and  that '  your 
own  mouths  prove  you  perverse.' 

You  will  probably  say,  "  Have  we  not  heard  yon 
affirm,  more  than  once,  that  no  body  can  be  saved  by 
bis  works  ;  Yea,  that  a  man  may  iro  is  constantly  to 
church,  as  the  *  Pharisee  did  to  the  temple,  be  as  vir- 
tuous as  he  was,  pay  tithes  exactly  as  he  did,  and  be 
damned  after  all  ?  Can  yi.u  deny  li  n  in-  preached  this 
doctrine  twenty  times  ?" 

Deny  it !— By  no  means.  It  is  a  doctrine  for  which, 
God  being  my  helper,  1  am  ready  to  go  to  the  slake. 
It  is  the  very  doctrine  that  I  have  established  in  the 

(SO)  *  From   thii  objection  it  is  cvxlc nt,  that  the  »dtKj  which  I 
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former  part  of  this  discourse  i  How  then  can  I  deny 
it? 

Here  methinks  a  Pharisee  replies  In  triumph  i  "  Weil, 
then,  you  plead  guilty  to  the  charge  ■■  You  confess  thai 
you  have  preached  twenty  times  ii«ai»st  rmjit  works," 

I  deny  the  conclusion.  Have  you  notumlci i -tund'uk' 
enough  to  see,  there  is  a  vast  difference  between 
preachingt  against  the  [proper]  merit  of  good  works, 
and  preaching  against  good  works  themselves  ?  Be- 
tween saying,  that  obedience  to  the  king  will  never  get 
ns  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  affirming  that  we 
owe  the  king  no  obedience  ?  In  a  word,  between  sav- 
ing that  good  works  will  never  procure  us  heaven,  [as 
the  primary,  and  strictly  speaking,  meritorious  cause 
of  our  salvation,]  and  declaring  that  we  ought  not  to 
do  good  works  ?  Sorely  ;inir  rational  fatuities  are  aril 
so  impaired,  bat  you  may  perceive,  those  propositions 
are  by  no  means  of  the  same  import. 

If  I  say,  that  eating  will  never  make  me  immortal, 
that  drinking  will  never  turn  me  into  an  angel,  and 
that  doing  my  work  will  never  take  me  to  the  third 
heaven;  do  I  so  much  as  bint  that  eating  is  useless, 
drinking  of  no  service,  and  doing  my  business  unpro- 
fitable ?  O  how  does  prejudice  blind  even  men  of  rea- 
son and  religion  !  Mow  hardly  does  truth  go  down  with 
us,  wheu  we  do  not  love  it !  How  gladly  do  we  dress 
it  Op  in  a  fool's  coat,  that  we  may  bare  some  pretence 
to  despise  and  reject  it '. 

If  you  would  speak  aivnilitn.'  to  strict  truth,  my  bre- 
thren, you  would  not  say  that  I  "  preach  agaiust  good 
works,  that  I  run  down  good  works,"  Sec,  which  is  a 
mistake,  as  I  shewed  just  now  :  Hut  you  would  say, 
that  I  preach  against  the  [proper]  merit  of  good  icorti 
in  point  of  mhation  :  Thii*  is  very  true,  so  I  do,  and 
"  m  determined  to  do,  by  God's  grace,  as  long  as  I 
So  did  Christ  and  his  apostles ;  so  do  our  arti- 
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ilcs  and  homilies ;  and  >o  tbe  children  of  God  have 
done  in  all  ages,  (g"  Those  of  the  old  Testament* 
[far  from  mentioning  any  proper  merits  of  their  own, 
cried  out !  '  Now  mine  eye  seeth  thee,  1  abhor  myself, 
and  repent  in  dust  and  ashes.'  (Joh  sliii.  5.|  '  Wo  Is 
me,  for  I  am  undone,  because  1  am'  by  nature,  and 
have  been  by  practice,  '  a  mau  of  unclean  lip**.  (Isa. 
vi.  S.)J  Those  of  the  New,  prayed  to  '  be  found  in 
Christ,  uot  having  their  own  [Pharisaic]  righteousness 
which  is  of  the  law  of  works,  but  the  [evangelical] 
righteousness  which  is  by  faith  in  Jesus  Christ.'  (Phil. 
iii.  9.)  And  those  of  our  church  profess,  that  they 
*  arc  not  worthy  to  gather  the  crumbs  under  the  Lord's 
table,'  and  that  they  "  do  not  come  to  it,  trusting  in 
their  own  righteousness,"  or  good  works,  "  but  in 
God's  manifold  and  graal  nerotea  through  Ami  Chriit;" 
so  far  are  they  from  thinking  that  they  [properly] 
merit  saltation  [either  in  whole  or  in  part.]  See  Com. 

6^r  Yea,  1  declare  it  as  '  upon  the  house-top,'  of  all 
the  false  doctrines  that  ever  came  out  of  tbe  pit  of  hell, 
none  has  done  such  execution  for  Satau  in  the  church 
of  God  [as  tin-  I'liuL-i-iaii'  '■uiiciit  that  we  have,  or  may 
have  any  proper,  original  merit  ]  Stealing,  drunken- 
ness, and  adultery  have  slain  their  thousands  ;  But  this 
damnable  error,  which  is  the  very  root  of  unbelief,  its 
ten  thousands.  j£|| It  Winded  the  Pharisees,  aud  har- 
dened the  Jew;  against  Christ,  f     It  plunges  into  ever- 

(  »J*Ijiite«l  of  this  addition,  eleven  Tears  nguTsald  [mined 
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lasting  fire  all  noTnidiU  Christiang,  '  who  have  a  form 
of  godliness,  but  deny  the  power  thereof.' 

Yea,  strange  as  tin-  assertion  may  seem  to  some,  thL* 
[pernicious  error]  feeds  immorality,  and  secretly  nou- 
rishes all  maimer  of  vice.  'ITic  scriptnre  tells  03, 
(1  Cor.  vi.  9,)  that  •  neither  fornicators,  nor  effemi- 
nate, neither  thierea  nor  ccretoiis,  neither  drunkard* 
nor  revilers,  neither  unrighteous  nor  extortioners,  sh»U 
inherit  the  kingdom  of  God.'  Now  how  ei 
pass,  that  so  many,  who  arc  guilty  of  one  or  another 
of  these  abominations,  remain  as  easy  as  if  they  were 
guiltless  ?  Why,  this  damnable  notion,  that  the  in  ' 
of  their  works  will  atone  for  the  guilt  of  their  6 
makes  them  think  that  tiny  shall  d>)  well  enough  in 
the  end.  "  I  pet  drunk  now  and  theu,"  says  one,  "  but 
I  am  honest." — "  1  oppress  or  cheat  my  neighbour," 
says  another,  "  but  I  go  to  rhnrch  and  sacrament." — "I 
love  money  or  diversions  above  all  thins-,"  nays  a  third. 
"  but  I  bless  God,  lam  neither  a  thief  nor  a  drnnkard." 

fourth,  "  but  my  heart  is  good,  and  I  never  keep  malice 
in  my  breast ;  beside*,  I'll  repent  and  mend  si 
or  other  before  I  die."  Now  the  sum  of  all  th 
amounts  to  this  :  "  1  do  the  devil's  work,  but  I  do 
good  works  too.  1  atu  guilty  of  one  piece  of  wicked- 
ness, but  not  of  all:  Aud  I  hope,  that  through  tbe 
merit  of  the  good  which  I  do,  and  of  the  evil  which 
I  have  left  undone  hitherto,  or  purpose  to  leave  undone 
by  and  by,  Christ  will  have  merry  upon  me." 

(^"rhus  all  our  [Pharisaic*]  delays  of  conversion, 
and  all  our  ["-=<:■] r-ri.nlircitui^]  remorseless  wing  on  in 
gin  and  wicked  tics.':,  fire  lixindci]   upon  the  doctrine  of 
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tTh.ui.-iie]  merits.  Well  then  may  our  church  call  it, 
•'  a  devilish  doctrine,  which  is  men'  blasphemy  against 
God's  uiercy  :"  A  doctrine  which  turns  Christ  out  of 
his  throne  [by  refusing  him  the  honour  of  being  the 
primary  and  the  property  mentor  ion*  cause  of  oar  sal. 
vatiou  :]  A  iloctri  Lie  which  [by  cronlted  ways]  leads  first 
to  [wordly-inindedness  or]  licentiousness,  as  the  con  ■ 
duct  of  many,  who  cry  up  the  [self-righteous]  merit  of 
good  works  [so  called]  tim  plainly  shews  ;  aad  next  to 
Pharisaic  iimrulity  .mil  I'onijalUy  ;  and  from  l»th,  ex- 
cept [a  timely  MbniM ii'ii  tn]  n  inverting  pace  prevent 
it,  into  endless  misery  :  For,  "  No  dnnbt,"  says  Bi- 
shop Latimer,  in  hi  a  sermon  on  Twelfth- day,  "  he  that 
ileparteth  out  of  this  world  in  that  opinion  [or,  as  he 
expresses  it  in  the  same  paragraph,  tlmse  who  "  think 
to  be  sated  by  the  law,"  by  the  first  covenant]  shall 
never  come  1o  heaven  :",££&  For  they  set  their  hearts 
against  Christ;  and,  like  the  Pharisees  of  old,  not  only 
mistake  the  worth  of  uubehef  for  good  works;  but  give 
them  also  the  place  of  the  primary,  meritorious  cause 
of  eternal  salvation  ;  when,  if  they  were  the  works  of 
faith,  they  would  only  be  a  secondary  evidencing  cause 
of  it.  Now  as  such  men  cannot  possibly  do  this, 
without  the  greatest  decree  of  spiritual  pride,  impeni- 
tency  and  unbelief;  it  is  plain,  that,  if  they  die  con- 
firmed in  this  gi-jud  aini-christian  error,  they  cannot 
he  saved  :  For  St.  Paul  informs  us,  that  pride  is  '  the 
condemnation  of  the  devil;'  and  our  Lord  declares, 
that  '  except  we  repent  we  shall  all  perish,'  and  that 
*  he  who  believed!  not,  shall  be  damned.' 


FOURTH  PART. 
[HavIjsC  thus  laid  before  you  the  destructive  nature 
of  aelf-riijhteousnesa,]    it  is  time  to  come  to  the  last 
thing  proposed,  which  was  to  show,  why  e;<miL  «u<Aa 
cannot  [proper!  r  speakiuc]   deserve  - aU a\\uu "™ •*<Vu\t 
or  in  pitrC;  anil  to  answer  the   o\4  caVA,  "  «.  IB**- 


works  cannot  save  us,*  why  should  we  trouble  our- 
selves about  them?"  [In  doing  the  former, I  shall  at- 
tempt to  give  Pharisaism  a  finishing  strobe  ;  and  in 
doing  the  latter,  I  shall  endeavour  to  guard  the  scrip- 
tural doctrine  of  grace  against  Aiitiuotuianiam,  which 
prevails  almost  as  much  among  professed  believers,  i 
Phai  isaism  does  among  professed  moralists.] 

And  first,  that  good  works  cannot  [strictly  speaking] 
merit  salvation  in  part,  much  less  altogether,  I  prove 
by  the  following  arguments  : 

1.  We  must  be  wholly  saved  by  the  covenant 
works,  or, by  the  covenant  of  grace  ;  my  text  shewing 
most  clearly,  that  a  third  covenant  made  up  of  [Christ- 
leas]  merits  [according  to  the  first,]  and  divine  mercy 
[aivm  dini;  to  the  second,]  is  as  imaginary  a  thing  in 
divinity,  as  a  fifth  element  made  up  of  fire  and  water 
would  be  in  natural  philosophy.! 

2.  There  is  less  propnniou  bet  ween  heavenly  glory, 
and  our  works,  than  between  the  sun  and  a  mote  that 
flies  in  the  air  :  Therefore  to  pretend,  that  they  will 
avail  towards  [purchasing,  or  properly  meriting]  hea- 
ven, [ice  the  5th  ante,]  argues  want  of  common  sei 
as  well  as  want  of  humility. 

3.  God  has  wisely  determined  to  save  proud  mat 
a  way  that  excludes  boasting.  '  God  is  just,  and  the 
Justiner  of  him  that  believes  in  Jesus.  Where  is  boast- 
ing then?'  says  the  apoBtle  :  '  It  is  excluded,'  auswe 
he  ;  'By  what  covenant,'  dues  he  ask  ?  Is  boasting  e: 
eluded  by  the  covenant  of  works  ?  No,  '  but  by  the 
law  of  faith,*  by  thecovenant  of  grace,  whose  condition 


is  [penitential,  self-abasing,  obedient]  f iii th  in  Jeans 
Christ.  '  Therefore  we  conclude,'  says  he,  ■  that  a  man 
la  justified  by  faith  without  the  works  of  the  law.' 
(Rom.  iii,  27,  2B.)  If  our  good  works  [properly  speak- 
ing] deserve  the  least  part  of  our  salvation,  wetoay 
justly  boast  that  our  own  arm  has  got  us  that  part  of  the 
victory;  and  we  have  reason  to  glory  in  ourselves, 
contrary  to  the  scriptures,  which  say,  that  'every 
mouth  must  he  stopped,'  that  '  boasting  is  excluded,' 
and  that '  he  who  glories  must  glory  in  the  Lord.' 

[If  St.  Paul  lilnrk's  in  hi-  ;nitVi-iiij>s  and  labours,  it  is 
not  then  without  Christ  before  Cod,  hut  with  Christ 
before  the  Corinthians,  and  under  peculiar  circum- 
stances. He  never  imagined  that  his  works  were  meri- 
torious according  to  the  first  covenant ;  much  less  did 
he  imagine  that  they  had  one  single  grain  of  proper 
merit.  He  perfectly  knew,  that  if  they  were  reward- 
able,  it  was  not  from  any  ■■elf  excellence,  which  he  had 
put  into  them ;  but  merely  from  Cod's  gratuitous  pro- 
mise in  the  second  covenant ;  from  Christ's  grace,  by 
which  they  were  wrought  ;  from  his  winning  blood,  in 
which  they  were  washed  ;  and  from  his  proper  merits, 
with  which  they  were  perfumed.] 

[To  suppose  t  lint.  Aduijj  himself,  if  he  had  continued 
upright,  would  have  gluiied  in  his  righteuusness  as  n 
Pharisee,  is  to  suppose  him  deeply  fallen.  In  Paradise 
God  was  all  in  all ;  and  as  he  is  also  all  in  all  in 
heaven,  we  may  easily  conceive,  that,  with  respect  to 
self-exaltation,  the  mouth  of  Gabriel  is  not  less  shut 
before  the  throne,  than  that  of  Mary  Magdalen. 
Therefore,  if  any  out  of  hell  pharisaically  glory  in 
themselves,  it  is  only  those  self  righteous  sons  of 
Lucifer  and  Pride,  to  whom  our  Lord  says  still,  '  You 
are  of  your  father  the  cle\il,  ulune  work-  ye  do,'  when 
'  ye  seek  to  kill  inc.'  and  'glory  in  yourselves.' 

4.  Our  evil  works  far  overbalance  our  good  works, 
both  in  quantity  and  quality.  Let  us  first  then  pay  a 
righteous  God  the  debt,  [the  immense  debt  often  thou- 
sand talents  that]  we  owe  him,  by  dy'uw,l\ic  «ccsmt& 
death,   which   is   the   wages   of  our  bad  wotts  -,  'J.vA 
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then  wt  may  talk  of   buying  heaven    with  our  gtoi 
works. 

5.  Our  best  works  have  surli  a  mixture  of  imperfec- 
tion, that  they  must  iiu  atoned  for,  and  made  acceptable 
by  Christ's  blood  ;  so  far  are  they  fioui  atoning  forttii 
least  siu.t  [and  properly  mcriiiug  our  acceptance]  be- 
fore God  [even  according  to  the  second  covenant.] 

6.  If  ever  we  did  one  truly  good  work,  (he  merits 
not  ours,  but  God's,  who,  by  his  free  grace,  "  pn 
vented,  accompanied,  aad  followed  tij"  in  the  per- 
formance. For  it  is  God,  who  '  of  his  good  pleasure 
worketh  in  os  both  to  will  and  to  do .'  (I'hil.  il.  12.) 
'  Not !,'  says  the  apostle,  after  mentioning  his  good 
works,  '  but  the  grace  of  God  iu  me.'  (1  Cor.  xv.  10. 
compared  with  James  i.  17.) 

7.  We  perpetually  say  at  church,  "  Glory  be  to  tin 
Father,"  as  Creator;  "  and  to  the  Son,"  aa  Redeemer; 
"  and  to  the  Holy  Ghost,"  as  Sauctiher.  Christ  is  thes 
to  have  all  the  glory  of  our  redemption  :  lint  if  irar 
good  works  cuiue  in  for  any  share  in  the  pun.-lia.-i'  i  ■ 
heaven,  we  must  come  in  also  for  some  share  of  ttt 
glory  of  onr  [rcderaptiou.il]  Thus  Christ  will  M 
longer  he  the  only  Redeemer:  We  shall  be 
redeem  a.-  with  him,  and  cunsciiiieiiily  we  kIwI!  have 
a  share  in  the  dosology  ;  which  is  a  blasphemou- 
supposition. 

(34.)   t  Eleven  year,  ago  I  said  [and  making  as  accented.]  I 

tht«  propc-siilon  of  St.  Peter  :  ■  In  every  natio..  lit.  tb>< 
ivorHeth  righteousness  Is  accepted  of  him.'    We  shunld  tike 

(35  )  s  This  !b  the  very  doctrine  of  evanBetlMl  te. 
humbling  to  man/which  [  have  maintained  la  the  VlndlcMJo* 


tn  lay,  {Fin.   Stroll,   p.  41,)    "  does  Die  much  credit,   u4 
plainly  tllewi,  Ihitl  ma  once  jealously  atlai  '     *  ' 
[riaes  of  the  Church  of  England." 
(S6.)  I  J  substitute  the   woio.  "ts&emV" 


8.  Our  Lord  himself  derides  the  Hjiif.-tion  in  those 
remarkable  words,  ^f  *  When  yon  have  doue  all 
that  is  commanded  you  ;'  and  where  is  the  man  (hat 
[iiLi'iii^lirii!  to  the  law  of  innoreurc-t-]  ha?  dout  I  shall 
not  say  all,  hut  the  one  half  of  it  ?  Say, 'We  are 
unprofitable  servants.'  ^9  Now  it  is  plain,  that  un- 
profitable servants  do  not  [prriperly]  .merit  in  whole 
or  io  part,  to  sit  down  at  their  master's  table,  aod  be 
admitted  as  children  to  a  share  of  his  estate.  There- 
fore, if  God  gives  heaven  to  believers,  it  is  entirely 
owing  to  hit  free  merey,  tlirouah  the  merits  of  Jesus 
Christ,  and  not  at  all  through  the  [proper]   merits  of 

9.  I  shall  close  these  observations  by  St.  Paul's 
unanswerable  aic,unieut,  'If  righteousness  come  by 
the  law,'  if  salvation  come  by  [the  covenant  of  works,] 
'  then  Christ  died  iu  vain.'  (Gal.  ii.  21.)  Whence  it 
follows,  that  if  it  come  in  pail  by  the  works  of  the 
law,  part  of  Christ's  sufferings  were  vain,  a  supposi- 
tion   which    ends  in  the  same  blasphemy   against  the 

Mediator.  * 

[10.  That  man  might  desei  iv  any  thin;;  of  God,  upon 
the  Joutiiii;  01  proper  worthiness,  or  merit  of  equi- 
valence, God  should  stand  in  need  of  some  thing, 
which  it  is  in   man's  power  to  bestow  :     lint  ihi- b 
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absolutely  impossible  ;  For  God  being  self-sufficient 
in  lii..  infinite  fulness,  is  far  above  any  v 
man  being  a  dependant  c 
jiuiled  by  liia  Maker  anil  Preserver,  has  nothing  la 
which  God  baa  not  a  far  greater  right  than  n: 
self.  Tiiia  ia  what  the  apostle  asserts  "here  he  suvs, 
■  Who  has  given  him  first,  and  it  shall  be  recompensed 
unto  him  again :'  Dut  mueh  more  in  this  remarkable 
passage  :  *  Who  makelh  thee  to  differ  from  another  ?' 
If  tlion  snyest,  'i'lie  number  of  my  talents,  and  die 
proper  use  I  liai-e  made  of  them  :  1  ask  agaiu,  Who 
iyive  thee  those  talent.' .'  And  who  superadded  grace, 
wisdom,  and  an  opportunity  to  improve  them? — Here 
we  must  nil  give  glory  to  Gud,  and  say  with  St.  James, 
•  Every  good  gift  is  from  above,  uud  cometh  down  from 
the  Father  of  ligh  In." 

Upon  this  consideration  the  apostle  proceeds 
check  the  Christian  i'h'irisee  thus:  '  What  bust  thou 
that  thou  didst  not  receive.'  Now  if  thou  didst 
receive  it,  why  dust  thou  glory  as  if  thou  hadat  i 
received  it?'— Whence  it  follows,  that,  though  St.Pt 
himself  glories  in,  and  boasts  of  his  ili-iiiKiestctinesJ, 
yea,  solemnly  declares,  '  No  man  shall  stop  me  of  this 
boasting,'  yet  he  did  Hot  glory  in  t 
had  not  received  it : '  No,  he  gave  the  original  glury  of 
it  to  '  Him  of  whom,  through  whom,  and  to  whom  art 
all  things.'  The  glory  of  bestowing  original  gifts  upon 
ns  belongs  then  to  God  alone ;  and  the  original  glory 
of  the  humility  with  which  wc  receive,  and  of  the 
faithfulness,  with  which  we  use  tho<:e  gifts,  belongs 
also  to  hint  alone ;  although,  iu  the  very  nature  o" 
things,  wc  have  such  a  derived  share  of  that  glory,  a 
gives  room  to  the  reasonableness  of  divine  rewards. 
For  why  should  one  bu  ri:u\inli'd  more  than  another  ; 
yea,  why  should  one  be  rewarded  rather  than  punished, 
if  derived  faithfulness  does  not  make  him  more  re- 
ivardable  ? 

Observe  however,  that  although  by  this  derived  failh- 
ialucss  one  man  makes  MmscU  to  differ  enough  from 
.toother,  for  God  to  tewavi  Yitvn  wiaovisifflVj nfoaxtafe 
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another;  yet  no  man  can  say  lo  his  Maker,  without 
satanic  arrogance,  "  I  have  made  myself  to  differ 
from  such  an  one,  therefore  1  make  a  lawful  demand 
upon  thy  justice  ;  Thus  much  I  have  done  for  thee ; 
do  as  much  fur  me  again."  For  while  Ciinl  dispenses 
pnnishments  according  to  the  rules  of  strict  justice,  he 
bestows  hi-  .n-wards  only  according  to  the  rules  of  mo- 
ral aptitude  and  iti.-ti  ilmtivc  equity,  in  consequence  of 
Christ's  proper  merits  and  of  his  own  gracious  pro- 
mise :  all  men  ou  earth,  and  all  angels  in  heaven, 
being  far  less  capable  of  properly  deserving  at  God's 
hands,  than  all  the  mites  and  ants  in  England  are,  of 
properly  meriting  any  thing  at  the  hands  of  the 
king.] 

.  [Lastly,  what  slaves  earn  is  not  their  own,  but  the 
master's  to  whom  they  belong  ;  and  what  your  horse* 
get  is  your  property,  not  theirs  :  Now,  as  God 
thousand  times  more  right  to  us,  than  masters  ti 
slaves,  and  you  to  your  horses  ;  it  follows,  tint 
posing  we  were  sinless,  and  could  properly  eai 
thing,  onr  profit  would  be  God's,  not  ours.  So 
is,  that,  from  the  creature  to  the  Creator,  the  idea  of 
proper  merit  is  as  contrary  to  justice,  as  it  is  to  de- 
cency] As  the  preceding  arguments  [against  the 
proper  merit  of  works]  will,  1  hope,  abuudautly  sa- 
tisfy all  those  [modern  Pharisees,]  who  have  not  en- 
tirely cast  away  the  Christian  revelation,  1  pass  to  the 
old  objection  of  [some  ignorant]  Papists  [and  injudi- 
cious Protestants.]  "  IT  good  ivorks  cannot  [merit  us 
heaven,  (See  Stb  uutc,)  or  properly]  save  us,  why 
should  we  trouble  ourselves  about  them?"  [And  in 
answering  it,  1  shall  guard  the  doctrine  of  obedience 
against  the  Antinomiaus.] 

As  this  quibbling  argument  may  puzzle  the  simple, 
and  make  the  boasting  Pharisees,  that  use  it,  triumph 
as  if  they  had  overturned  the  Protestant  doctrine  of 
salvation  by  faith  without  [the]  works  [decried  by  St- 
Paul]  5  I  beg  leave  to  shew  its  weakness  by  a  com- 
parison. 

Suppose  vou  said  to  me,  "  Your  down,  ft»  wo*  ** 
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a  parish,  priest  will  uever  [merit]  yoo  an  archbishop- 
ric :"  and  I  answered  with  discontent,  "  If  doing  my 
office  will  never  [merit]  me  the  see  of  Canterbury,  why 
should  I  do  it  nt  all  ?  I  need  not  trouble  myself  abont 
preaching  iiiiy  more  ;  "  would  you  not  ask  me  whether 
a  clergyman  has  no  reason  to  attend  his  flock,  bat  the 
wild  and  pi'ijiirl  i-iiiicrit  that  hi.-  labour  must  [rjuscivr*] 
liim  ;i  bishopric.  And  I  ask,  in  my  torn,  Do  you  sup 
pose,  that  a  Christian  has  no  motive  to  do  good  works, 
but  the  wilder  and  prouder  notion,  that  Ilia  good  work! 
most  [properly  speaking]  merit  him  heaven  ?  (Set 
5th  note.) 

If  therefore  I  can  shew,  that  he  has  the  strongest 
motives  and  Inducements  to  abound  in  good  worln, 
witho'it  the  doctrine  of  [proper]  merits;  I  hope  yoo 
will  drop  yrinr  objection.  Von  say,  "  If  good  work* 
will  never  [properly  merit  us  salvation,]  why  should 
we  do  them  ?  "  T  answer,  For  six  good  reasons,  each 
of  which  [in  rraur  ili'treef]  overturns  your  objection. 

I'  Sir  We  '"e  In  do  iroud  works,  to  show  Our  obc- 
dience  to  our  heavenly  Father.  „^3l  As  a  child  ohejs 
bis  parents,  not  to  purchase  their  estate,  but  becatijr 
he  is  their  child,  [ami  does  not  choose  to  be  disinhe- 
rited :]  so  Ix-lievcr?  obey  Clod,  not  to  tot  heaven  !"■>!' 
their  wages  ;  but  because  he  is  their  Father,  [and  they 
would  cot  provoke  him  to  disinherit  them.  J] 


1 .18-1  •  This  ilLiiSj-i-.timi  k  net  urirtly  just.  If  the  King  htJ 
millions  of  "brshopriL'ks  10  j.Li'i>,  if  lie  h:nl  promised  to  bcGOW  «* 
upon  cay  diligent  clergyman  s  soleinlily  du'lnrlne  that  nil  who 
iiegloet  their  ctiirj;c.  sjvr.ii'l    no!  only   iniv-    the   ii-des  iust.cn]  dip- 


l»m1kl.  liesides  eiery  clergyma 
sJiLiprtt-k,  but  every  man  is  a  c 
clerfiynijui   may    be   as  Isappy   ir 


2.  tf/gf  We  are  to  abound  in  bill  good  works,  to  be 
justified  before  in '■■  i  [now,  and  before  the  Judge  of  all 
the  earth  in  the  great  day  ;]  and  to  shew  that  our  faith 
is  savin;.  St.  Jiin.es  strongly  insists  iipou  this.  (Chap. 
"»  18.)  .^fl  *  Shew  me  thy  faith  without  thy  works," 
says  he,  '  and  I  will  shew  (lire  iny  faith  by  uiy  works  :' 
That  is,  Thou  sayest  thou  hast  faith,  [because  thou 
wast  once  justified  by  faith  ;]  bat  thou  doest  not  the 
works  of  a  believer  ;  thou  causl  follow  vauity,  and 
conform  to  this  evil  world  -.  Thou  canst  swear  or  break 
the  sabbath ;  lie,  cheat,  or  get  drunk ;  rail  at  thy 
neighbour,  or  live  in  unclenniie's ;  in  a  word,  thou 
canst  do  one  or  another  of  the  devil's  works  :  Thy 
works  therefore  give  thee  the  lie,  and  show  that  thy 
faith  is  [now  like]  tin:  devil1"  faith  j  for  if  •  faith  with- 
out work*  lie  dead,'  how  doubly  dead  must  faith  with 
bad  works  be  ! "  [And  how  absurd  la  it  to  suppose, 
that  thou  canst  be  in  strum  en  tally  justified  by  a  dead 
fili tli,  or  dtvbi-iitively  jn-tilicd  tiy  bad  works,  either 
before  men  or  in  the  sight  of  God  I]  But '  1  will  shew 
thee  my  faith  by  my  works,'  adds  the  ajiostlc  :  i.  c.  By 
roiistiiui])-  :itj-t:iii!iiii»  from  nil  evil  works,  and  steadily 
walking  in  all  sorts  of  good  works,  I  will  make  thee 
confess,  that  1  am  really  '  in  Christ  a  new  creature,' 
and  that  my  faith  is  living  and  genuine. 

3.  Our  Saviour  told  his  disciples,  that  they  were  to 
IfcdT  do  good  works,  not  to  purchase  heaven,  but  that 
iiilu;:-  might  be  stirred  up  to  serve  God.  You,  then, 
that  have  found  the  way  of  salvation  by  Christ,  '  let 
your  light  so  shine  before  men,  that  even  they,'  who 
flpcak  evil  of  (lie  duclri'ic  of  fakh, '  seeing  your  good 

III.:  r.Lir-  -| .riki'ii  child.  Son,  '  Co  work  lo-day  in  my  vine-yard,'  he 
auwera,  'I  po  Sir,'  and  goes  not:  And  C.od  himself  say",  '  1  halt 
□ourbheri  am!  1ip.ui;Ili  ii|.  I'liikinn,  bill  [hey  have  rebelled  agaiu&r 
rat,'    Ww  to  the  paienis,  who  have  audi  children,  and  liavc  no 
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works  may*  glorify  your  Father  who 
(Matt.  v.  16.) 

4,  ^JIT  We  are  lo  do  good  works  out  of  gratitude 
and  love  to  our  dear  Redeemer,  who  having  [condi- 
tionally] purchased  heaven  for  us  with  his  prerious 
Wood,  j^jjasks  the  small  return  of  our  love  and  obc 
dience.  '  Tf  you  love  me,-  says  he,  '  keep  my  com- 
mandments.' [John  xiv,  15.)  [This  motive  is  noble, 
and  continues  powerful  so  long  as  we  keep  our  fiw 
love.  But,  alas  :  it  has  little  force  with  regard  to  tlii 
myriads  that  rather  fear  than  love  God  :  Ami  it  has 
lost  its  force  in  all  those,  '  who  have  denied  the  faith, 
or  '  made  shipwreck  of  it,'  or  '  cast  off  their  firs 
faith,'  aud  consequently  their  iirst  love,  aud  their  first 
gratitude.  The  multitude  of  these,  in  all  ages,  has 
heeti  in  numerable.  I  fear,  we  mi^hl  s;iy  ui  jusiiilci! 
believers  what  our  Lord  did  of  the  cleansed  lepers : 
'  Were  there  tint  ten  cleansed  ?  But  where  are  the 
nine  ?'  Alas  !  like  the  apostates  mentioned  by  St.  Paul, 
they  'are  turned  aside'  after  the  flesh,  after  the  world, 
'  after  fable;.,'  after  Antinoiniau  dotages,  after  '  vaiu 
jangling,  after  Satan '  himself.     (1  Tim.  v,  IS.)] 

5.  We  are  to  be  careful  to  maintain  good  work?, 
[not  only  that  we  may  uot  lose  our  confidence  in  God, 
(1  John  iii,  1U,)  &c.  but  also]  that  we  may  nourish 
and  increase  our  faith  or  spiritual  life  :  [or  to  itsc  the 
language  of  St.  James,  that  faith  may  work  wiiii 
our  works,  aud  that  by  works  onr  faith  may  be  made 
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perfect.]  As  a  man  [in  health  who  is  *  threatened  by 
no  (Linger]  does  nut  walk  that  his  walling  may  pro- 
cure him  life  [or  save  tab  life  from  destruction  0  lint 
that  he  may  preserve  his  health,  and  [add  to]  his  acti- 
vity :  So  a  believer  does  not  walk  in  good  works  to  get 
[au  initial  life  of  grate,  or  a  primary  title  to  an]  eter- 
nal life  [of  glory  s]  Hut  to  keep  up  and  increase  tlie 
vigour  of  Ids  fidili,  liy  which  lie  lias  [already  a  title  to, 
aud  the  earnest  of]  eternal  life.  For  as  the  best  health 
without  any  exercise  is  mjoli  destroyed,  so  the  strongest 
faith  without  works  will  soon  droop  and  die.  Hence 
it  is  that  St.  Pan!  exhorts  us  to  '  hold  faith  and  a  good 
conscience,  which  some  having  put  away'  by  refusing 
to  walk  in  good  works,  '  concerning  faith  have  made 
shipwreck.'] 

6. 635J  We  arc  uui  m  dn  j.i"h1  mirks  to  obtain  hea- 
ven by  them  [as  if  they  were  the  properly  meritorious 
cause  of  our  salvation.]  This  §  proud,  an  li- christian 
motive  would  poison  the  best  doings  of  the  greatest 
saints,  it'  saints  could  thus  trample  on  the  blood  of 
their  Saviour  :  Such  a  wild  conceit  being  only  the 
Pharisee's  cleaner  way  to  hell.  But  we  are  to  do  them, 
because  they  shall  he  rewarded  in  heaven. f.^gS  T" 
understand  this  we  mutt  reini.iiil.icr,  that,  according  hi 
the  gospel  and  our  liturgy,  God  "  opens  the  kingdom 
of  heaven  to  all  believers;"  [because  true  believers 
are  always  true  workers ;   true  faith  always  working 
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by  love  to  God's  en  mm  and  me  tits.  Next  to  Christ  then, 
Eo  speak  the  language  of  some  injudicious  divines,} 
faith  alone,  when  it  works  by  love,  lakes  us  to  heaven: 
[Or  rather  to  avoid  an  apparent  contradiction,  Faiti: 
and  its  works  are  (be  way  (o  heaven  :j  Bat  as  there  arc 
stars  of  different  magnitude  iu  the  material  heaven,  so 
also  in  the  spiritual.  Some  who,  like  St.  Paul,  haw 
I'uiiiieutly  sliiued  by  '  tin-  works  of  faith,  the  jiatienw 
of  hope,  and  the  labour  of  lore,'  shall  shine  like  tht 
brightest  stars,  [or  the  sun  :]  And  t^f  others,  who, 
Hke  the  dying  thief  and  infants,  have  had  [little  *  nr] 
no  time  to  shew  their  faith  [or  holiness]  by  their 
works,  shall  enjoy  :i  it'!-?  liruree  of  -li'rions  bliss  :  BW 
nil  shall  ascribe  the  whole  of  their  -alvatioii  only  lotbe 
mercy  of  God,  1 1 1 ■_■  nicrii*  of  I'luist,  arid  the  efficacy d 
bis  blood  and  Spirit,  ^£  according  to  St.  John's 
vision  :  '  I  beheld,  and  lo  a  great  multitude  of  ell 
nations,  and  kindreds,  and  people,  and  loogHCt,  wood 
before  the  throne,  with  piling  in  their  hands,  clothed 
with  robes  that  they  had  washed,  and  iaadi>  white  Li 
the  blood  of  the  Lamb  :  And*  [while  our  Lord  sjild  to 
them  by  his  gtaciouri  looks,  according  to  the  doctrine 
of  secondary,  instrumental  cause?,  '  Walk  with  mc  in 
white,  far  you  are  worthy,  and  inherit  the  kingdom 
prepared  for  ynu,  fur  I  was  hungry  and  ye  gave  nit 
meat,'  4e.]   they   cried   [according   to  the   due  trine  oi 
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primary  and  properly  meritorious  causes]  not  "  Salva- 
tion to  our  endeavours  and  good  works ;"  but  *  Salvation 
to  our  God,  who  sitteth  upon  the  throne,  and  unto  the 
Lamb  for  ever  and  ever.' 

[Thus,  by  the  rules  of  celestial  courtesy,  to  which 
our  Lord  vouchsafes  to  submit  in  glory ;  while  the 
saints  justly  draw  a  veil  over  their  works  of  faith,  to 
-extol  only  their  Saviour's  merits  :  He  kindly  passes 
over  his  own  blood  and  righteousness,  to  make 
mention  only  of  their  works  and  obedience.  They, 
setting  their  seal  to  the  first  gospel  axiom,  shout  with 
great  truth,  '  Salvation  to  God  and  the  Lamb :'  And 
He,  setting  his  seal  to  the  second  gospel- axiom,  re- 
plies with  great  condescension,  Salvation  '  to  them 
that  are  worthy  !  Eternal  Salvation  to  all  that  obey 
me.'  (Rev.  iii.  4.  Heb.  v.  9.) 

[Therefore,  notwithstanding  the  perpetual  assaults 
of  proud  Pharisees,  and  of  self-humbled  Antinomians: 
the  two  gospel  axioms  stand  unshaken  upon  the  two 
fundamental,  inseparable  doctrines  of  faith  and  works 
— of  proper  merit  in  Christ,  and  derived  worthiness 
in  his  members.  Penitent  Relievers  freely  receive  all 
from  the  God  of  grace  and  mercy,  through  Christ ; 
and  humble  workers  freely  return  all  to  the  God  of 
holiness  and  glory,  through  the  same  adorable  Media- 
tor. Thus  God  has  all  the  honour  of  freely  bestowing 
upon  us  a  crown  of  righteousness,  in  a  way  of  judi- 
cious mercy,  and  distributive  justice ;  while  we,  through 
grace,  have*  all  the  honour  of  freely  receiving  it, 
in  a  way  of  penitential  faith  and  obedient  gratitude. 
To  him  therefore,  one  eternal  Jehovah  in  Father,  Sou, 

(46.)  *  Objection.  "  We  have  all  the  honour  through 
grace  !  (say*  a  friend  of  voluntary  humility)  What  honour 
can  you  possibly  ascribe  to  man  when  you  have  already 
ascribed  all  honour  to  God  i  But  one  who  begins  his  sermon 
by  pleading  for  merit,  may  well  conclude  it  by  taking  from 
O  od  part  of  his  honour,  dominion,  and  praise." — 

Ansvir.    1  plead  only  for  an  interest  lxv  C\xt\«?&  ttv«t\V3> 

through  faith  and  tile  works  of  faith.    TYvV*  YxiUte%X  'V  c^XV 

derived  worthiness,    which  would  be  aa  &&\xotu>\xt  \A»  ^ 
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and  Holy  Ghost  be  ascribed  all  the  merit,  honour, 
praise,  and  dominion,  worthy  of  a-  God,  for  erer  and 

ever.] 

Chriit,  as  it  la  honourable  to  believer*.  1  confess  also,  that 
I  aspire  at  the  honour  of  shouting  in  heaven,  *  AUelujah  to 
God  and  the  Lamb  I'  In  the  mean  time,  I  hope,  that  I  may 
pay  an  inferior  honour  to  aH  men,  ascribe  derived  dominion 
to  the  king,  bestow  deserved  praise  upon  my  pious  oppon- 
ents, and  claim  the  honour  of  being  their  obedient  servant 
in  Christ,  without  robbing  the  Lamb  of  his  peculiar  worthi- 
ness, and  God  of  his  proper  honour,  and  dominion,  and 
praise. 


1  flatter  myself  th at  the  jireLerlini;  discourse  shews, 
(1.)  That  It  is  very  possible  to  preach  free  grace,  with- 
out directly  or  indirectly  preaching  Calvinism  and  free 
wrath  :  And  [2.)  That  those  who  charge  Mr.  Wesley 
and  me  with  subverting  the  articles  of  our  church, 
which  guard  the  doctrine  of  grace,  do  us  great  wrong. 
Should  God  spare  me,  I  shall  also  bear  my  testimony 
to  the  truth  of  the  dnctriue  of  conditional  Predestina- 
tion and  Election,  maintained  in  the  Ptsenlcenlh  Arti- 
cle, to  which  [  hate  not  had  an  opportunity  of  setting 
my  seal  in  this  work. 

As  I  have  honestly  laid  my  Helvetic  blnntiicss,  and 
Antinorulan  mistakes,  before  the  public  in  my  notes  :  I 
am  not  cousrions  of  Iiaviui;  misrepresented  my  old 
sermon  in  ray  enlarged  discourse.  Should  however 
the  keener  eyes  of  my  opponents  di-covcr  any  real 
mistake  In  my  additions, &c,  upon  information,!  shall 
he  glad  to  acknowledge  and  rectify  it.  Two  or  three 
sentences  I  have  left  out,  merely  because  they  formed 
vain  repetitions,  without  adding  any  thing  to  the  sense. 
Hut  whenever  I  have,  for  conscience  sake,  made  any 
alteration,  that  affects,  or  seems  to  affect  the  doctrine  ; 
1  hove  informed  the  reader  of  it,  and  of  my  reason  for 
it  in  a  note ;  that  he  may  judge  whether  I  was  right 
twelve  years  ago,  or  whether  1  am  now;  And  where 
there  is  no  such  note  at  the  bottom  of  the  page, 
there  is  an  addition  in  the  contest,  directing  to  the 
fifth  mile,  where  the  alteration  is  acknowledged,  and 
accounted  for  according  to  the  reaMmahYe  con&fiuoti, 
•rhlch  I  have  niadt  in  the  preface. 
/  tmrtieulirlj  recommend  the  perusai  vX  ftiM.w>\fc, 


of  the  firnt,  and  of  the  twcnty-first,  (o  those,  win)  i 
not  yet  sec  their  way  through  tlie  straits  of  Pharisaism 
and  Alitinominnisni,  through  which  1  have  beeuohlifoi 
i.p  steer  my  course  In  haudling  n  lest,  which,  of  ill 
"there,  Menu  at  first  sight  beat  calculated  to  i 
lesance  lie  mlitakea  of  my  opponents. 

Shntp-sightcd  readers  will  see  by  niy  sermon, 
ii»thiiig  is  more  difficult  than  rightly  to  divide  tin 
word  of  (Sod.  The  ways  of  truth  and  error  lie  cktt 
together,  though  the;  never  coincide.  When  soot 
preachers  say,  that,  "The  road  to  beans  passe-  >,r? 
near  the  mouth  of  hell,"  they  do  not  mean,  thai  ths 
road  to  heaven  mid  the  road  to  hell  are  one  an 
same.  If  I  assert,  that  the  way  of  truth  ruua  parallel 
to  the  ditch  of  error,  I  by  no  means  intend  to  co 
fouud  them.  Let  error  therefore  come,  in  some  tbin[ 
ever  bo  near  to  truth,  yet  it  can  no  more  be  the  truth, 
than  a  filthy  ditch,  that  runs  parallel  to  3  good  road, 
can  be  die  road. 

You  wonder  at  the  athletic  strength  of  Milo,  thai 
brawny  man,  who  stuuds  like  an  anvil  under  the  bruis- 
ing list  of  hia  auMijuiiiit :  Through  the  flowery  paths' oi 
youth  and  childhood,  trace  him  back  to  his  cradle; 
and,  if  you  please,  consider  him  unborn  :  He  is  .Mile 
still.  Nay,  view  him  just  conceived  or  quickened, and 
though  your  naked  eye  scarcely  discovers  the  puncliM 
salient.,  by  which  lie  differs  from  a  non-eutity  01 
lifeless  thing  ;  yet  even  then  the  difference  between 
him  and  a  non-entity  is  not  only  real,  but  prodigious; 
for  it  is  the  vast  difference  between  something  and 
uothing,  between  life  and  no  iife. — In  like  manner 
trace  back  truth  to  its  first  stamina  ;  investigate 
it  till  you  find  its  puiiclum  taUent,  its  first  difference 
from  error ;  and  even  then,  you  will  see  an  essential, 
a  capital  difference  between  them,  though  your  short- 
sighted or  inattentive  undjuunr  ciiu  perceive  nam 

It  is  often  a  thing  little  in  appearance,  that  turn: 
scale  of  truth  ;    nevertheless,  the  difference  between 
a  sc.lle  turned  or  not  Wraei.is  as  iea\  aa  n  &«« 
oettveeo  a  just  and  a  false  W\fc\*,\*fcw.™Ti*: 
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wrong.  I  make  this  observation  :  (1.)  To  shew  that 
although  my  opponents  come  very  near  me  in  some 
things,  and  1  go  very  near  them  in  others,  yet  the 
difference  between  us  is  as  essential  as  the  difference 
between  light  and  darkness,  truth  and  error  :  And 
(2.)  To  remind  them  and  myself,  that  we  ought 
'  so  much  the  more  to  exercise  Christian  forbearance 
towards  each  other,  as  we  find  it  difficult,  whenever 
we  do  not  stand  upon  our  guard,  to  do  justice  to  every 
part  of  the  truth,  without  seeming  to  dissent  even 
from  ourselves.  However,  our  short-sightedness  and 
twilight  knowledge  do  not  alter  the  nature  of  things. 
The  truth  of  the  Anti-Pharisaic  and  Anti-Crispian 
gospel  is  as  immutable  as  its  eternal  Author ;  and 
whether  I  have  marked  out  its  boundaries  with  a 
tolerable  degree  of  justness  or  not,  I  must  say  as  the 
Heathen  poet : 

Est  modus  in  rebus,  sunt  certi  denique  fines, 
Quos  ultra  citraque  nequii  consistere  rectum.} 

R  Truth  is  confined  within  her  firm  bounds,  nay,  there  is  a  middle 
line  equally  distant  from  all  extremes  j  on  that  line  she  stands,  and 
to  miss  her,  you  need  only  step  over  it  to  the  right  hand  or  to  the  left. 
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SCRIPTURAL  ESSAY 

ON  THE 

ASTONISHING 

ftttoanMUnt**  of  a&otfc*, 

ACCORDING  TO  THE 

COVENANT  OF  GRACE. 

CONTAINING, 

I.  A  variety  of  plain  Scriptures,  which  shew  that 
Heaven  itself  is  the  gracious  Reward  of  the  Works 
of  Faith,  and  that  Believers  may  lose  that  Reward 
by  bad  works. 

j  I.  An  answer  to  the  most  plausible  Objections  of  the 
Solifidians  against  this  Doctrine. 

III.  Some  Reflections  upon  the  Unreasonableness  of 
those  who  scorn  to  work  with  an  Eye  to  the  Reward, 
which  God  offers  to  excite  us  to  Obedience. 


To  the  Law  and  to  the  Testimony. 

Is.  viii.  8. 


SCRIPTURAL  ESSAY 


PABT  FIRST. 

Having  particularly  guarded,  in  the  preceding  dis- 
course, the  doctrine  of  Salrntlon  by  tlie  covenant  of 
grace,  aud  Laving  endeavoured  to  secure  the  founda- 
tion of  the  gospel  niilml  the  imiwiitnil  attttfci  of  the 

Pharisees  ;  I  shall  now  particularly  guard  the  works  of 
the  covenant  of  ijrace,  and  by  that  mean  I  shall  secure, 
the  superstructure  against  the  pci  |i;Mul  ;>~-;inlts  of  the 
Antinoniians  ;  a  part  of  my  work  this,  which  is  so  much 
the  more  important,  ns  tlic  use  of  a  strong  foundation 
is  ouly  to  bear-  up  an  useful  structure. 

None  but  fools  act  without  motive.  To  deprive  a 
wise  man  of  every  motive  to  act,  is  to  keep  him  in  total 
inaction:  Audio  rob  hi  in  of  some  fraud  motive,  is 
eousiderauly  to  weaken  his  willingness  to  act,  or  his 
fervour  in  acting.  The  burning  love  of  Rod  is  undoubt- 
edly the  most  generous  motive  to  obedience  ;  but  alas  ! 
thousands  of  good  men,  like  Cornelias,  are  yet  stran- 
gers to  that  powerful  principle  shed  abroad  in  their 
hearts  by  the  Holy  Ghost:  In  thousands  of  weak 
believers,  tore  ]■  not  yrt  pruned)-  kindled  ;  it  is  rather 
a  smoaking  flax  lhau  a  blazing  lire  ;  in  thousands  of 
Laodicean  professors  it  is  scarce!;  hike  warm-,  an&Vn 
all  apostates  it  is  waxed  cold.  Therefore ,  \u  ft\t  awVi-j 
sate  of  the  charch  militant,  it  is  as  absurd  in  \«eaAw« 
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to  urge  no  motive  of  good  works  but  grateful  love ;  as 
it  would  be  in  physicians  to  insist,  that  a  good  stomach 
must  be  the  only  motive  from  which  their  patients 
out  to  take  either  food  or  physic.  -' 

Our  Lord,  far  from  countenancing  our  doctrinal 
refinements,  in  this  respect,  perpetually  secures  the 
practice,  of  good  works,  by  promising  heaven  to  all 
that  persevere  in  doing  them ;  while  he  deters  us  from 
sin,  by  threatening  destruction  to  all  that  persist  in 
committing  it;  working  thus  alternately  upon  oar 
hopes  and  fears,  those  powerful  springs  of  action  in 
the  human  breast.  | 

The  force  of  this  double  incentive  to  practical 
religion,  I  greatly  weakened  ;  when,  being  carried 
away  by  the  stream  of  Solifidianism,  T  rashly  said  in 
my  old  sermon,  after  some  of  our  Reformers,  that 
"  good  works  shall  be  rewarded  in  heaven  and  eternal 
life,  although  not  with  eternal  life  and  heaven."  An 
Antinomian  error  this,  which  I  again  publicly  re- 
nounce, and  against  which  I  enter  the  following 
scriptural  protest. 

If  the  oracles  of  God  command  us  to  work  from  an 
initial  life  of  grace,  for  an  eternal  life  of  glory  ;  fre- 
quenting annexing  the  promise  of  heavenly  bliss  to 
good  works,  and  threatening  all  workers  of  iniquity 
with  hell- torments  ;  it  follows,  that  hearen  will  be 
the  gracious  reward  of  good  works,  and  hell  'the  just 
wages  of  bad  ones. 

I  readily  grant,  however,  that,  if  we  consider  our- 
selves merely  as  sinners,  in  the  light  of  the  first  gospel- 
axiom,  aud  according  to  the  covenant  of  works,  whicb 
we  have  so  frequently  broken  ;  heaven  is  merely  the 
gift  of  God  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  :  For, 
according  to  that  covenant,  destruction  is  the  wages  of 
all  who  have  committed  sin.  But,  if  we  be  converted 
sinners,  or  obedient  believers ;  and  if  we  consider 
ourselves  in  the  light  of  the  second  gospel-axiom,  and 
according  to  the  covenant  of  grace ;  every  unpreju- 
diced person,  who  brieves  tYve  fe\\Ae,  Tx\\\%t  allow  that 
heaven  is  the  gracious  regard  ol  o\xx  vqotY*  oil  *&&* 


An  illustralion  isi;iy  help  tin'  icndcr  to  see  the  justness 
>f  fhis  distinction.—  A  charitable  nobleman  discharges 
lie  debts  of  ten  insolvent  prisoners,  sets  them  up  in  great 
>r  little  farms,  according  to  their  respective  abilities; 
>ud  laying  down  a  thousand  pounds  hefore  them,  he 
says  :  "  1  have  already  done  much  for  you,  hut  I  will 
do  more  still.  I  freely  2i\c  yon  this  purse  to  encou- 
rage your  industry.  You  shall  share  this  gold  among 
foil,  if  you  uiniiiurc  your  farms  nn'iirding  to  my  direc- 
;ioii9  ;  but  if  you  let  your  fields  be  overruu  with  thorns, 
;ou  shall  not  only  lose  the  bounty  1  design  for  the 
ndustrious,  but  forfeit  all  my  preceding  favours." 
Sow,  who  does  not  see,  that  the  thousand  pounds  thus 
aid  down,  are  a  free  gift  of  the  nobleman  ;  that  never- 
heless,  upon  the  performance  of  the  condition  or 
erois  he  has  fixed,  they  become  a  gracious  reward  of 
ndustry;  and  that  consequently,  the  obtaining  of  this 
•eward  turns  nnw  entirely  upon  the  works  of  industry 
>erfonned  hv  the  farmer*. 

Just  so  eternal  salvation  is  the  free  gift  of  God 
through  Jesus  Christ ;  and  yet  the  obtaining  of  it  (on 
die  part  of  adults)  turns  entirely  upon  their  works  ol 
'aith  ;  that  is,  upon  their  works  as  well  us  upon  their 
aith.  Hence  the  scripture  says  iuilittevcntly,  'He  that 
lelieveth  is  nut  condemned  ;'  and  '  If  thou  does!  well, 
ihaltthou  not  he  accepted;' — 'All  that  believe  urejus- 
ified;'  and'  He  that  workelh  righteousness  is  accepted." 
—Our  Lord,  speaking  of  a  weeping  penitent,  says 
equally  :  '  Her  sins,  which  are  many,  are  forgiven  :  For 
she  loved  much  :'  and,  '  Thy  sins  an  fnrgii-en  ;  thy  faith 
latli  saved  thee.' — As  for  St.  Paul,  though  he  always 
ustly  excludes  the  works  of  unhelief,  and  merely  cere- 
nouial  works,  yet  he  so  joins  faith,  and  the  works  of 
aith,  as  to  shew  us,  they  are  equally  necessary  to 
?terual  salvation  i  '  There  is  no  condemnation,'  says 
ie,  '  to  them  that  arc  in  Christ  by  faith  :'  (Here  is  the 
'hari  set's  portion  1  '  who  walk  not  after  the  flesh,  but 
liter  the  Spirit.'  [Here  is  the  Antinoiuiau's  portion.) 
Hence  it  appears,  that  living  faith  now  suii  aVwwj* 
yorks  righteousness,  and  that  the  wovka  vA  iv^iWataox- 


nes*  now*  mill  always  ~--irfr*lT  faith,  so  long  u  H 
remains  hYwg. 

"  I  know  litis  is  the  doctrine,"  says  the  JattdW 
Mr.  Bucier,  "  that  will  have  t  lie  loudest  outcries  rai«d 
against  it ;  aud  will  make  sunn-  cry  oat,  Iltrtq, 
Popery,  Socmianiim  '  aud  what  noi 
part,  tli e  Searcher  of  hearta  knowcth,  that  not  siari' 
larity,  nor  any  good  will  to  I'opery,  provoketh  rot  t> 
eutertain  it:  Itut  that  I  have  earnestly  sought  tlir 
Lord's  direction  upon  ruy  knees,  before  I  durst  *1 
tare  on  it ;  and  that  1  resisted  tlie  light  of  this  coi 
sion  as  long  as  1  was  alio."  May  this  bright  testiuw 
make  way  for  an  illuminated  cloud  of  prophets  aid 
apostles  :  aud  may  the  Sun  of  righteousneae  risiif 
behind  it,  so  scatter  the  nhades  of  error,  thai  we  W 
awake  out  of  our  Laodicean  deep,  and  Aminuuiin 
dreams,  and  see  a  glorious,  unclouded  gospel-day ! 

That,  in  subordination  to  Christ,  our  eternal  *ato 
tiou  depends  njuni  good  works,  i.  e.,  upou  the  wmte 
of  faith,  will,  I  think,  appeal-  indubitable  to  thein  thU 
believe  the  Bibie,  and  candidly  cousider  the  followii! 
scriptures,  in  which  heaven  and  eternal  life  in  glorj 
are  impended  upon  works,  if  they  spring  from  a 
cere  belief  iu  the  light  of  our  dispensation  ;  I  say,  K 
they  spring  from  true  faith,  it  being  absolutely  input- 
sible  for  an  Heathen,  aud  much  more  for  a  Christa. 
to  work  righteousness  without  believing  i: 
gree  '  that  God  is,  and  that  lie  is  the  rewarder  ti 
tliein  tliat  diligently  seek  him,'  a>  well  as  the  pnnubn 
of  them  that  presumptuously  siu  against  him. — '" 
without  faith  it  is  impossible  to  please  God;'  all  fai 
less  works  springing  merely  from  superstition,  lite 
those  of  Baal's  prieits,  or  from  hypocrisy,  like  those  of 
the  Pharisees.  Having  thus  guarded  again  the  doctri 
of  faith,  1    produce  some  of  the    many  scriptures  tl 

•  I  tun  Uie  won! bo»,  toilup  uji  the  Antlnoini»n  gap.  whlchi 
of  my  oppouunl!  i"«  lo  hiiT  i|>ai  liy  itisimuitliig.  iliit  tluiutfi  ■ 

Alwyt  work  righumimeM  before  he  Ate. 


directly    or   iudirectly   aunts    tlie   above-mentioned 
reward  to  works:  And, 

2.  To  consideration,  conversion,  and  e.rerciling  our- 
selves to  godliness, — '  Because  he  considcreth,  and 
turncth  away  I'rum  his  transgressions.  Sic.  he  shall 
surely  lire,  he  shall  not  die. — When  the  wicked  man 
turneth  away  from  his  wickedness,  &c.  he  shall  save 
his  will  alive. — Wherefore  turn  yourselves  and  live  ye. 
Exercise  thyself  unto  j.n>dliness,  fnr  it  i'  profitable  unto 
all  tilings  ;  having  the  promise  of  the  life  that  now  is, 
and  that  which  is  to  come.' 

2.  To  doing  the  Kill  of  God.—'  He  that  does  the 
wili  of  my  Father,  shall  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 
heaven.  He  that  does  the  will  of  God,  ubideth  for 
ever.— Whosoever  shall  do  the  will  of  God,  the  same  is 
my  brother  and  sister— i.  e.  the  same  is  an  heir  of 
God,  and  a  joint  heir  with  Christ.' 

3.  To  confessing  Christ,  and  culling  upon  the  mime 
of  the  Lord. — '  With  the  mouth  conlcHsion  is  made  (o 
salvation . — Whosoever  therefore  shall  confess  me  be- 
fore men,  him  will  1  coolers  also  before  my  Father  : 
lint  whosoever  shall  deny  me  before  men,  him  will  I 
also  deny  before  my  Father. — Who-oevcr  -hall  call 
upou  the  name  of  the  Lord,  shall  be  saved.' 

4.  To  self  denial;  '  If  thy  hand  offend  thee,  cut  it 
oif  :  It  is  better  for  thee  to  enter  into  life  maimed,  than 
haviug  two  hands  to  go  to  hell,  Ac.  And  if  thine  eye 
offend  thee,  pluck  it  out ;    It  is  better  for  tltte  to  enter 

o  the  kingdom  of  God  with  one  eye,  tlmu  having 
j  eyes  to  be  east  into  hell -fire — There  is  no  umu, 
it  hatli  left  house,  or  brethren,  &c.  for  my  sake  aurl 
the  gospel's,  hut  he  shall  receive  an  hundred- fold  now, 
and  In  lire  world  to  come  eternal  life.— He  that  loseth 
his  life  for  my  sake,  shall  find  it,  &c— He  that  hateth 
his  life  in  this  world,  shall  keep  it  unto  life  eternal.' — 
And  our  Lord  suppose.-  that  by  '  gaining  the  world' 
an  may  '  lose  his  own  soul.'  For  according  to  the 
eniiut  of  grace,  even  reprobate-  are  not  total k  low., 
till  they  make  themsdre  sous  of  pewiiriou,  ViVc  JvvAis. 
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i.  e.  till  they  personally  mid  absolutely  '  lose  their  own 
souls'  and  heaven,  by  ihcir  personal  aud  obstinate  pur- 
suit of  wordly  things. 

5.  To  diligent  labour,  and  earnest  endtavoura.— '  0 
man  of  God,  lay  hold  mi  eternal  life. — Work  out  yom 
own  salvation.— Labour  for  the  meat  that  eiidurelh  to 
everlasting  life. — Keep  thy  heart  with  all  diligence,  for 
out  of  it  are  the  issues  of  life.  In  so  doing  thou  shall 
save  thyself. — Narrow  is  the  gate  that  leads  lo  life,— 
-Strive  to  eiitiT  in. — 'Hie  violent  pi'ias  inki  the  kiugdiiiu 
of  God,  aud  take  it  by  force.' 

C.  To  keeping  the  Commandments. — '  Blessed  arc 
they  that  do  his  cum  maud  mints,  &c.  that  they  may 
euter  through  the  gales  into  the  .ity,  i.  e.  into  lnnicri. 
— There  shall  in  no  wise  enter  into  it  any  thing  thai 
worketh  ahoini  nation. — If  thou  wilt  enter  into  t i fe,§ 
keep  the  cuiiiiuiiiidmciits. — Tlmn  tiii>  answered  right; 
This  do  and  thou  shalt  live. — There  is  oue  Lawgiver, 
who  ts  able  to  save  and  to  destroy  ;  [some  of  whose 
laws  run  (bus  :]  Forgive,  and  ye  shall  he  forgiven.—  . 
Blessed  are  the  merciful,  fur  they  shall  obtain  mercy. 
With  what  judgment  ye  judge,  ye  shall  be  judged.— 
For  he  shall  have  judgment  without  mercy,  that  hath 
6hewed  uo  tucrcy.— Blessed  are  tin-  peace -makers,  fur 
they  shall  be  called  the  children  of  God,  [and,  of 
course,  the  heirs  of  the  kingdom.]— The  king  shall  say 
unto  them,  Lome,  ye  blessed  of  my  f":'L'.!i'.'r.  inherit  tin: 
kingdom  prepared  for  you,  fori  was  hungry  aud  ye 
gave  me  meat,  tic-  Whatsoever  ye  do,  do  it  heartily, 
us  to  the  Lord,  knowing  that  of  the  Lord  ye  shall 
receive  the  reward  of  the  inheritance  :  But  he  that  does 
wrong,  shall  receive  for  the  wrong  which  he  hath 
done,  and  there  is  no  respect  of  persons. — He  ye  there 
fore  followers  of  God  as  dear  children,  &c.  for  this  ye 
know,  that  no  whoremonger,  &c.  bath  any  iuheritanc 
in  the  kingdom  of  God.— The  works  of  the  flesh 
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manifest,  which  are  these,  adultery,  licit  which  I  tell 
you  [believers]  thai  they,  who  da  such  thin^H  shall  not 
intiiTit  the  l.iiiL'i!"in  of  Ood.' 

7.  To  Tiu\hihL'.jlj.h!i:ij,fiiili,fuU:i  I/riling  up  trtaittre 
in  heaven,  and  feeding  the  /lock  of  God. — '  'l"hey  who 
run  In  a  race,  run  all ;  but  one  receiveth  the  prize :  So 
run,  that  you  may  obtain.  Now  they  are  temperate  in 
;ill  thiuirs  to  obtain  a  corruptible  crown  ;  but  we,  ail 
incorruptible.  I  therefore  so  run— fight— and  bring  my 
body  into  subjection,  [that  I  may  obtain;]  lest  I  my- 
self should  be  castaway;'  i.e.  should  tint  be  approved 
uf,  should  lie  rejected,  and  lose-  my  incorruptible  crown. 
— '  Fight  the  good  right  of  faith,  lay  hold  on  eternal  life. 
— Lay  up  treasure  in  heaven. — Make  yourselves  friends 
with  the  mammon  of  un  righteousness,  that,  when  yon 
fail  on  earth,  they  may  receive  you  in  to  everlasting 
habitations. — Charge  them  who  are  rich,  that  tbey  do 
good,  that  they  be  rich  in  cood  works,  laying  up  in 
store  for  themselves  a  good  foundation  against  the  time 
to  come,  that  I  lit  y  may  iay  hold  on  eternal  life. — Feed 
the  flock  of  tied,  &c.  being  examples  to  the  flock,  and 
when  the  Chief  Shepherd  shall  appear,  ye  shall  receive 
the  crown  of  glory,  that  fadeth  not  away.' 

8.  To  boa  and  charitr).—'  Though  1  have  all  faith 
&C.  and  have  no  charity,  I  am  nothing.  She  [the  wo- 
man] shall  be  saved,  &c.  if  they  [womankiurt]  con- 
tinue in  faith  and  charity. — Whosoever  hatelh  his  bro- 
ther hath  not  eternal  life.— He  that  loveth  not  his  bro- 
ther abide th  in  death. — We  know  we  have  passed  from 
death  unto  iife,  because  we  love  the  brethren. — If  any 
mail  love  not  tin:  I, old  Jesus,  let  him  be  anathema. — 
The  crown  of  life,  which  the  Lord  hath  promised  to 
them  that  love  him.' 

I*.  To  a  godly  walk.  '  There  is  no  condemnation  to 
them,  &c.  that  walk  not  after  the  flesh.— As  many  as 
walk  according  to  this  rule,  mercy,  [be,  or  will  be] 
on  tbem. — If  we  walk  in  the  light  [of  good  works, 
Matt.  v.  15,]  the  blood  of  Christ  cleanse tb  Its  from 
all  sin. — The  Lord  will  give  grace  and  glDrj,  wvi  no 
good    thing   will  fie    withhold   from   them   V\iaX  \svKe. 
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nurightly.— Many  [fallen  believers]  walk,  &c.  ene 
of  the  truss  of  Christ,  whose  end  ia  destruction.' 

10.  To  periecerijiginit  elf  allien,  faithfulness,  prayer- 
i\-r.  '  He  ili.lt  eudureth  unto  the  end,  the  same  shall 
"w  saved.— Be  faithful  unto  death,  and  I  will  give 

t  of  life.— Blessed  is  the  man  that  eudartfli 
temptation,  fur  when  he  is  tried,  he  shall  recei 
erowu  of  11  ft.— Because  thou  hast  kept  the  won!  if 
my  patience,  I  will  also  keep  thee,  &c. — Tu  him  una 
uvercotueth,  will  I  grant  to  .-it  with  me  in  my  t' 
— To  bim  that  kecpeth  my  words  unto  the  end,  St 
will  1  give  the  morning  star, — Take  heed  to  your- 
selves, 4c.  watch  and  pray  always,  that  ye  may  h 
counted  worthy  to  escape,  4c.  and  to  stand  before  t!» 
Sou  of  man.'    lu  a  word, 

11.  To  patient  rontimtanoe  in  mortifying  the  da 
of  the  body,  mid  in  melt  doing, — '  If  ye  live  after  I 
flesh,  ye  shall  die  ;  but  if  ye  through  the  Spirit  niorl 
the  deeds  of  the  body,  ye  shall  live.— For  he  tl 
soweth  to  his  flesh,  shall  of  the  flesh  reap  perdition; 
hut  he  that  soweth  to  the  Spirit,  shall  of  the  S[** 
reap  life  everlasting  :  And  let  us  not  be  weary  in 
well-doing,  for  in  due  season  we  shall  reap  [uot.il 
we  faint  or  not,  but]  if  we  faint  not.  —  He  dial 
reapeth  received]  wages,  and  gathereth  frqit  ui 
eternal.— Ye  have  your  fruit  unto  holiness,  and  tfc 
end  everlasting  life.'— God,  at  the  revelation  of  W 
righteous  judgment  '  mill  render  to  every  roam  aCtOni 
iug  to  his  deeds :  Eternal  life  to  them  who,  by  patktf  ' 
continuance  in  well-doing,  seek  for  glory,— AngiS 
upon  every  soul  of  man  that  does  evil,  &c.  but  5k*!  f| 
to  every  man  that  worketh  good,  Ac.  for  there  is  w 
respect  of  persons  with  God.' 

Is  it  not  astonishine,  that  in  sight  of  so  miuy  pli 
scriptures,  the  Solifidiaus  should  still  ridicule  B 
passport  of  ivmd  mirks,  and  give  it  to  the  winds  ail 
"  paper  kite?"  However,  if  die  preceding  texts  in 
not  appear  sufficient,  1  can  send  another  volley  of 
gospel  truths,  to  shew  ttimW  «vtfiaV?5lvatiun  of  be- 
lievers themselves  may  he  Vast  *wo*»>m&  ■*«**: 


IRST.]  SCRIPTURAL  ESSAY.  429 

I  know  thy  works,  &c,  so,  then,  '  because  thou  art 
ukewarm,  I  will  spue  thee  out  of  my  mouth.' — *  What 
loth  it  profit,  my  brethren,  though  a  man  [its  any 
>ne,  and  two  verses  below,  any  one  of  yon,  James  ii. 
L4,  16,]  say  he  hath  faith,  and  hath  not  works/ 
now  ?]  «  Can  faith  «ave  him  ?  &c.  Faith,  if  it  hath 
lot  works,  is  dead,  being  alone. — Grudge  not  one 
.gainst  another,  brethren,  lest  ye  be  condemned/  [In 
he  original  it  is  the  same  word  which  is  rendered 
lamned,  Mark  xvi.  16.] — « If  we  suffer,  we  shall  also 
eign  with  him  :  If  we  [believers]  deny  him,  he  will 
tlso  deny  us. — Add  to  your  faith  virtue,  &c,  charity, 
fcc. — If  ye  do  these  things  ye  shall  never  fall,  for  so 
tn  entrance  shall  be  ministered  unto  you  abundantly 
nto  the  everlasting  kingdom  of  our  Lord. — It  had  been 
>etter  for  them,  that  have  escaped  the  pollutions  of 
he  world  through  the  knowledge  of  our  Saviour,  [i.  e., 
or  believers,]  not  to  have  known  the  way  of  righteous- 
less,  than  after  they  have  known  h,  to  turn  from  the 
loly  commandment  delivered  unto  them. — Every  tree 
hat  bringeth  not  forth  good  fruit  is  cut  down,  and 
rast  into  the  fire. — Every  branch  in  me  that  beareth 
lot  fruit,  my  Father  taketh  away.  Abide  in  me,  &c. 
f  a  man  abide  not  in  me  [by  keeping  my  command- 
nents  in  faith]  he  is  cast  forth  as  a  branch,  and  is  \vi- 
hered ;  and  [he  shall  share  the  fate  of  the  branches 
hat  have  really  belonged  to  the  natural  vine,  and  now 
>ear  no  more  fcuit]  men  gather  them,  and  casj  them 
nto  the  fire,  and  they  are  burned.* — The  fig-tree  in 
he  Lord's  moral  vineyard  is  cut  down,  for  not  beariug 
'rait. — *  Him  that  sinueth  I  will  blot  out  of  my  book. 
— Some,  having  put  away  a  good  conscience,  coucern- 
ng  faith  have  made  shipwreck. — Such  as  turn  back  to 
heir  own  wickedness,  the  Lord  shall  lead  them  forth 
vith  the  evil-doers. — Towards  thee,  goodness,  if  [by 
continuing  in  obedience]  thou  continue  in  his  good^ 
less,  otherwise  thou  shalt  be  cut  off.' 

Again,  '  For  the  wickedness  of  their  doings,  t  wltt. 
Irive  them  out  of  ftiy  house,  I  will  love  them  no  mo\e. 
—Some  are  already  turned  aside  after  Satan  •.— -Yte\'\\\% 
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damnation  because  they  have  cast  off  their  first  faith; 
— the  faith  that  works  by  love  ;  the  mystery  of  ftitk 
kept  in  a  pure  conscience ; — the  faith  unfeigned  [tW 
the  apostle  couples  with]  a  good  conscience ;'— the 
faith  that  is  made  perfect  by  works  ; — the  faith  that 
cries  Kke  Rachacl,  Give  me  children,  give  me  good 
works,  or  eke  I  die ; — the  faith  that  faints  withoU 
obedience,  and  actually  dies  by  bad  works ;' the  fol- 
lowing scriptures  abundantly  proving  that  faith,  st4 
consequently  the  just  who  live  by  faith,  may  die  If 
bad  works. 

*  When  a  righteous  man§  doth  turn  from  his  righte- 
ousness, and  commit  iniquity,  &c,  he  shall  die  in  til 
sin,  and  his  righteousness,  which  he  has  done,  shifl 
not  be  remembered/  (Ezek.  iii,  20.) — Again,  *  Who 
the  righteous,  &c.  does  accordiug  to  all  the  abomina- 
tions that  the  wicked  man  does,  shall  he  live  ?  A! 
his  righteousness,  that  he  has  done,  shall  not  be  nun- 


§  That  this  is  spoken  of  a  truly  righteous  man,  i.  t»,  of » 
believer,  appears  from  the  following  reasons:  (1.)  The  rigl* 
eous  here  mentioned,  is  opposed  to  the  wicked  mentioned  * 
the  context:  As  surely  then  as  the  word  wicked,  ma* 
there  one  really  wicked,  so  does  the  word  righteous  me» 
here  one  truly  righteous.— (2.)  The  righteous  man's  tunisf 
from  his  righteousness,  is  opposed  to  the  wicked  man's  tun- 
ing from  his  iniquity  :  If  therefore  the  righteous  mas'* 
righteousness  is  to  be  understood  of  feigned  goodness,  • 
the  wicked  man's  iniquity  must  be  understood  of  feignrf 
iniquity.— (3.)  The  crime  of  the  righteous  man  here  spokff 
of  is  turning  from  his '  righteousness  :  But  if  his  righteous*  j 
ness  were  only  an  hypocritical  righteousness,  he  would  rafts  • 
deserve  to  be  commended  for  renouncing,  it ;  a  wicked  dj 
Pharisee  being  more  odious  to  God  than  a  barefaced  stanst*  \ 
who  has  honesty  enough  not  to  put  on  the  mask  of  religion. 
Rev.  iii.  15.— (4.)  Part  of  this  apostate's  pun'uhment  will  con- 
sist in  not  having  the  righteousness  that  he  has  done  remem- 
bered ;  But  if  his  righteousness  is  a  false  righteousness  or 
mere  hypocrisy,  the  divine  threatening  proves  a  prsoosf 
promise  ;  for  you  cannot  please  an  hypocrite  better,  than  b* 
assuring  him  that  his  hypocrisy  shall  never  be  remembered.- 
W'hat  a  pity  is  it,  that  to  defend  our  mistakes  we  should  fc 
egregious  nonsense  and  gross  contradiction  upon  the  only  wi* 
God  I 


\ 
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tioned  :  In  his  trespass  that  he  hath  trespassed,  and 
ill  his  sin  that  he  hath  sinned,  in  them  ahull  he 
die.'  (Ezek.  sviii,  2J.)— Once  more :  >  The  righteous- 
ness of  the  righteous  shall  not  deliver  him  in  the  day 
of  his  transgression,  &c.  When  I  say  to  the  righteous, 
that  he  shall  surely  live  ;5  if  he  trust  to  his  righteous- 
ness, and  commit  iniipiiiv,  he  shall  die  for  it.'  (Ezek. 
xvxili.  13.) 

It  seems,  that  Cud  fnivetinc  the  Solitidians  would 
be  hard  of  belief,  notwithstanding  the  great  ado  they 
make  abont  faith,  condescended  to  their  infirmity,  and 
kindly  spoke  the  same  tMtg  over  and  over  ;  for  setting 
again  the  broad  seal  of  heaven  to  the  truth  that  chiefly 
guards  the  second  go=[>el  axiom,  lie  says  for  the  fourth 
time,  '  When  the  righteous  turneth  from  his  righteous- 
ness and  committeth  iniquity,  he  shall  even  die  there- 
by :  But  if  the  wicked  turn  from  his  wickedness,  and 
do  that  which  is  lawful  and  right,  he  shall  live  there- 
by.' (Ezek.  xxxiii.  18,  19.) 

If  Ezekiel  he  not  allowed  to  be  a  competent  Judge, 
let  Christ  himself  ho  heard  :  '  Then  his  Lord  said  unto 
liiro  :  O  thon  wicked  servant,  I  forgave  thee  all  that 
debt,  &c.  Shouldest  not  thou  also  have  had  compas- 
sion on  thy  fellow-servant,  even  as  I  had  pity  on  thee? 
And  his  Lord  was  wroth,  and  delivered  him  to  the 
tormentors.'  (Matt,  xviii.  2G,  &c.) 

All  the  preceding  scriptures  are  thus  summed  up  by 
our  Lord  ;  fMatt.  x.tv.  46.)  'These  [the  persons  who 
have  not  finally  done  the  works  of  faith]  shall  go  into 
everlasting  punishment ;  hut  the  righteous  [those  who 
have  done  them  to  the  end,  at  least  from  the  time  of 
their  reconversion,  if  they  were  backsliders]  shall  go 
into  eternal  life.'  Tin;  ilnrti-ine  iigrees  perfectly  with 
the  conclusion  of  the  sermon  on  the  mount ;  <  Who- 
soever heareth  these  sayings  of  mine,  and  doth  them  ; 
I  will  liken  him  to  a  wise  man,  who  bnilt  his  house 
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upon  a  rock  ;  And  every  one  tlmt  hearet!]  these  sayingB 
of  mine,  ;ni<f  doth  (hem  not,  shall  be  likened  unW 
foolish  man.  who  built  ills  house  upon  the.  sand.' 
Nay,  this  is  Christ'-  explicit  doctrine  :  N'u  words  c 
be  plainer  than  ihese  i  'They  that  are  in  their  gram 
shall  hear  hie  voice  and  couie  forth  ;  they  that 
done  good,  unto  the  resurrection  of  life;  and  they  tb* 
have  done  evil,  unto  the  resurrection  of  condemnation.' 
(John  v.  29.)  All  creeds,  therefore,  like  that  of  St 
Athauasius,  and  all  faith,  must  end  iti  practice.  Tbit 
is  a  grand  article  of  what  might,  with  peculiar 
priety,  be  called  the  catholic  faith — the  faith  that  K 
co'amou  to,  and  essential  under  all  the  dispensation.1 
of  the  everlasting  gospel,  in  all  countries  and  ages- 
'  the  faith,  which  except  a  man  believe  faithfolij,' 
i.e.,  so  as  to  work  i-it'liti :i>"slh'.-s,  like  the  good  ami 
faithful  servant, '  Ue  cannot  be  saved.' 


PART  SECOND. 

As  some  difficulties  probably  rise  in  the  reader'i 
mind  against  the  preceding  ductrine,  it  may  nolle 
amiss  to  produce  them  ill  the  form  of  objections,  ami 
to  answer  them  more  fully  than  1  have  yet  done. 

1.  Objection.  "  All  the  scriptures  that  yon  bait 
produced,  arc  nothing  but  descriptions  of  those  w 
shall  be  saved  or  damned :  Yon  have  therefore  i. 
ground  ti>  infer  from  such  texts,  thut  in  the  great  d> 
our  works  of  faith  shall  be  rewarded  with  an  eterm 
life  of  glory,  and  our  bad  works  punished  with  eternJ 

Answer.  Of  all  the  paradoxes  advanced  by  n 
taken  divines,  jour  assertion  is  perhaps  the  gresB 
Von  have  no  more  ground  for  it,  than  1  have  for  sajinjr. 
that  England  is  a  lawless  kingdom,  aud  that  all  tht 
promises  of  rewinds,  ;iiul  tliiv.it.  mil:!-,  cr'  punish  menu, 
stamped  with  the  autlmrii'j  <A  \\ic  Vi^sWwt  yufcr, 
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are  no  legs]  sanctions.  If  I  seriously  maintained,  (hat 
the  bestowing  of  public  bounties  upon  tlie  inventors  of 
useful  arts  ;. — that  the  discharge  of  some  prisoners, 
and  the  condemnation  of  others,  according  to  the 
statutes  of  the  realm,  are  things  which  take  place  with- 
out any  respect  tu  law  ;— that  the  arts  of  parliament 
are  mere  descriptious  of  persons,  which  the  govern- 
ment rewards,  acquits,  or  punishes  without  any  respect 
to  worthiness,  innocence,  or  demerit, — and  that  the 
judge?  absolve  or  condemn  criminals  merely  out  of 
free  grace  and  free  wrath  i — If  I  maintained  a  paradox 
so  dishonourable  to  the  government  and  so  contrary  to 
common  sense,  would  you  not  be  astonished '  And  if 
I  gave  the  name  of  Papist  to  all  that  did  not  receive  my 
error  as  gospel,  would  you  not  recommend  me  toa 
dose  of  Dr.  Monro's  hellebore  ?— And  arc  they  much 
wiser,  who  fix  the  foul  blot  npou  the  divine  govern- 
ment, and  make  the  Protestants  believe,  that  the  sanc- 
tions of  the  Kineof  kings,  ami  the  judicial  dictates  of 
Him  who  judges  the  world  in  righteousness,  are 
not  laws  and  sentences,  but  representations  and 
descriptions  ? 

A  comparison  will  shew  the  frivolousness  of  your 
objection :  There  is,  if  1  mistake  not,  a  statute  that 
condemns  an  highwayman  to  be  hanged,  and  allows  a 
reward  of  forty  pounds  to  Ihe  person  that  takes  him. 
A  counsellor  observes,  that  this  statute  was  undoubt- 
edly made  to  deter  people  from  going  upon  the  high- 
way, aud  to  encourage  the  taking  of  robbers.  "  Not 
so,"  says  a  lawyer  from  (ieneva  ,  "  though  robbers  are 
hanged  according  to  law,  yet  the  men  that  take  them 
are  not  legal i;  rewarded;  the  sum  mentioned  in  the 
statute  is  given  them  of  free,  gratuitous,  undeserved, 
unmerited,  distinguishing  grace." —  Nay,  says  the 
counsellor,  if  they  do  not  deserve  the  forty  pounds 
more  than  other  people,  that  sum  might  as  well  be 
bestowed  upon  the  highwaymen  themselves,  as  upon 
those  Who  take  them  at  the  hazard  of  their  life. — 
"  Aud  so  it  niiiiht,"  says  ihe  Geneva  lawyer  •  «  {m 
although  poor,   blind  legalists   make  pconW  Wiiese- 


that  the  promissory  part  of  the  law  was  made  to  excite 
people  to  roil  themselves  in  the  taking  of  robberi; 
yet  we  know  better  at  Geneva;  and  I  inform  yon,  tl 
the  clause  you  speak  of  is  only  a  description  of  certain 
men,  for  whom  the  government  designs  the  reward  of 
fatty  pounds  gmtis."  The  admirers  of  Geneva  logic 
clap  their  hands  and  cry  out,  -'Well  said  I  duwi 
with  legality  1"  but  an  English  Jury  smiles  and  cries, 
"Down  with  absurdity  1"  (See  Fourth  Check,  Vol 
ii,  p.  76.) 

II.  Obi.   "  Vou  confound   our   title   to,   with  out 
meetuess  for  heaven,  two  tilings  which  we  carefoli 
distinguish.    Our  title   to  heaven  being  solely  whi 
Christ   has   done  and  suffered  for  his  people,  has  no 
thing  to  do  with  either  our  holiness  or  good  worts; 
but  our  lueetucss  fur  lieaie!i  suppose.*  holiness, if  sM 
good   works.      Therefore   God's    unconverted   sin 
people,  who  have,  in  Christ,  a  complete  title  to  hc»> 
by  right  of  '  finished  salvatiun,'  shall  all  be  made  in 
for  heaven  in  the  day  of  bis  power." 

Ans.  1.  [  niLdiTstaiid  w-'ii,  sun!  so  dors  Mr.  Fnfaomfc 
You  insinuate,  that,  till  the;  day  you  speak  of  come, 
unconverted  sinners  and  backsliders  may  iudulgf 
themselves  like  the  servant  mentioned  in  the  gospel, 
who  said,  My  master  delayelh  his  coming,  and  bepi 
to  drink  with  the  drunken;  but  alas  <  instead  of  "i 
day  of  power,"  he  saw  a  day  of  vengeance,  and  bis 
"  finished  salvation,"  so  called,  ended  in  wei 
walling,  and  gnashing  of  teeth. 

2.  Vou r  distinction  is  contrary  to  the  scripture!, 
which  represent  all  impenitent  workers  of  iniquity  u 
having  a  full  title  to  hell  according  to  both  law  an' 
gospel ;  so  far  are  the  oracles  of  God  from  supposing 
that  some  workers  of  iniquity  have  a  full  title  tt 
heaven,  absolutely  independent  on  the  obedience  of 
faith. 

3.  It  is  contrary  to  reason ;  for  reason  dictatei  that 
whosoever  has  a  firti  Cft\t  w  a  yjnisliuieut,  or  to  i 
reward,  is  fully  meet  tot  \t.    ^toe  \i  <eat  (WSktcks 
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between  saying,  that  a  njurdeier  is  I'tilly  meet  for,  or 
that  he  lias  a  full  tide  to  the  gallows  ?  If  a  palace  richly 
furnished  was  bestowed  upon  the  rrnut  righteous  man 
in  the  kingdom,  and  you  were  the  person  ;  wottld  it 
not  be  absurd  tmlistinirtii-h  Iii'Iautu  yuiir  title  to,  and 
your  mpetness  for  that  recom  pence?  Or,  if  the  king. 
in  consequence  of  a  valuable  tunsi deration  received 
from  the  prince,  Inid  promised  a  coronet  to  every 
swift  runner  in  England,  next  to  tin;  Prince's  interpo- 
sition and  his  Majesty's  promise,  would  not  your 
running  well  be  at  once  your  title  to,  and  mcetness  for 
that  honour  ?  And  is  not  this  the  case,  with  respect  tn 
the  incorruptible  crowns  rf-erved  in  heaven  for  those 
who  so  run  that  they  may  obtain  ? 

4.  Your  distinction  draws  after  it  the  most  horrid 
consequences  i  For  if  a  full  title  to  heaven  may  be 
separated  from  a  meetue.-s  for  the  lowest  place  in 
heaven,  it  necessarily  follows :  That  Solomon  had  a 
full  title  to  heavru  when  he  worshipped  Ashtaroth; 
and  the  Incc*iui>i!S  Corinthian,  when  he  denied  his 
father's  bed  ;  in  flat  opposition  to  the  dictates  of  every 
man's  conscience,  (if  yon  except  Mr.  Fulsome  and  lits 
fraternity.)  It  follows  that  St.  Paul  told  a  gross  un- 
truth, when  he  said,  '  This  ye  know,  that  no  idolater, 
and  no  unclean  person,  hath  any  inheritance  in  the 
kingdom  of  Christ  and  of  God.'— )u  a  word,  it  follows 
that  believers  '  sanctified  with  the  hlnod  of  the  cove- 
nant, who  draw  hark  ui  jn.-i-fliiioii,*  (such  as  the  apos- 
tates mentioned  Heb.  s.  2H,)  may  have  no  title  to 
heaven  in  all  their  sanctifying  faith  )  while  some  im- 
penitent murderers,  like  David  ainl  Munasses,  have  a 
perfect  title  to  it  in  all  their  crimes  aud  unbelief. 

5.  This  is  not  all  :  Our  Lord's  mark,  '  By  their 
fruits  ye  shall  know  them ,'  is  absolutely  wrung  if  yon 
are  right:  For  your  distijicri.jii  nbnlidies  the  grand 
characteristic  of  the  children  of  God,  and  those  of 
the  devil,  which  consists  in  not  committing  or  com- 
mitting iniquity,  in  doing  or  not  doing  righteousness, 
according  to  these  plain  words  uf  St.  jtiwn,  'Wt\!ti;A 
comm'itteth  *iu  is  of  the  devil. — In  this  the  chW&rew  «! 


God  arc  manifest,  ami  the  children  if  At  devil  i 
Whosoever  does  not  righteousness,  is  not  of  God, 
neither  he  that  Imwli  not  [much  less  he  that  mindi'is] 
his  brother.'  (1  Johu  ill.  8,  10.)— Thus  the  1-otd'i 
untied  enclosure  U  broken  down,  his  sheepfoid  bb 
comes  a  fold  for  goats,  a  dog-kennel,  a  swine-sty?.— 
Nay,  for  what  you  know,  nil  bloody  adulterers  roar  be 
'  sheep  in  wolves'  clothing ;'  whils  all  '  those  that 
have  escaped  the  pollution  thai  is  in  the  world,'  nuj 
only  he  '  wolves  in  sheep's  clothing;'  it  mattering  not, 
with  rcgird  to  tile  goodness  of  our  title  Bo 
whether  "  filihiness  to  Belial,"  or  '  holiness  to  tht 
Lord'  be  written  upon  Our  foreheads.  O  Sir,  1 
ninth  more  dangerous  is  your  sthenic  than  that  oftbe 
piitnitive  Mabel -builders  1  They  only  brought  o 
confusion  of  the  original  language;  but  your  doctrine 
confounds  light  and  darkness,  promises  ami  threaten- 
ings,  the  heirs  nf  heaven  and  those  of  hell,  the  seed  of 
the  woman  and  that  of  the  serpent. 

6.  As  to  your  intimation  that  holiness  is  secured  h) 
teaching,  that  God's  people  shall  absolutely  be  insJt 
willing  to  forsake  their  sins,  and  to  hecotne  righteoii 
in  the  day  of  God's  [lower,  that  so  they  may  have  * 
meetness  for,  as  well  aa  a  title  to  heaven  ;  it  drip 
after  it  this  horrid  consequence  s  The  devil's  people, 
"in  the  day  of  God's  power,"  shall  absolutely  be  mi' 
willing  to  formate  their  righteousness,  that  they  a 
have  a  meetness  for,  as  well  as  n  title  to  hell  : 
bitter  reverie  this  of  yottr  '*  sweet  Gospel  1" 

To  conclqde  :  If  by  your  distinction  you  only  wul 
to  insinuate,  that  Christ  is  the  grand,  and  propcrly- 
meritorious  procurer  of  our  salvation,  from  first  to 
last  i  and  that  the  works  of  faith  are  only  a  secondary, 
instrumental,  evidencing  cause  of  our  final  salvation, 
you  mean  just  as  I  do.  But  if  you  give  the  world  to 
understand,  that  election  to  eternal  glory  is  nn 
ditional,  or,  which  comes  all  to  one,  that  no  sin 
cau  invalidate  our  title  to  heaven  ;  from  the  preceding 
oiisertntions   it  auuears,  that  jou  deceive  the  simple, 


make  Christ  the  minister  uf  tin,   and  inadvertently 
poison  the  Church  with  ihe  rankest  Antinomianisiu. 

III.  Obj.  "  Yon  call  the  works  of  Christ  the  primary 
and  properly-meritorious  canst,  and  our  works  of 
faith  the  secondary  and  instrumental  cause  of  our 
eternal  salvation.  Hut  according  to  your  doctrine, 
our  works  should  be  tailed  On  first  cause,  and  Christ's 
work  the  second  ;  For  you  make  the  final  success 
of  Christ's  work,  to  depend  on  our  work;  which  is 
manifestly  setting  our  performances  above  those  of  the 
Redeemer." 

Answ.  1.  When  a  gardener  affirms,  that  he  shall  have 
no  crop  unless  he  dig  and  set  his  garden,  does  he 
manifestly  set  his  work  above  that  of  the  God  of 
nature  ?  And  when  we  say  that  "  we  shall  not  reap 
final  salvation,  if  we  do  not  work  out  our  salvation," 
do  we  exalt  ourselves  above  the  God  of  grace  ? 

2.  Whether  our  free  agency  turns  the  stale  for  life 
or  death,  to  all  eternity  Christ  shall  have  the  honour  of 
having  died  to  bestow  an  initial  life  of  grace  even  upon 
those,  who  choose  death  in  the  error  of  (heir  ways, 
and  to  have  made  them  gracious  and  sincere  offers  of 
an  eternal  life  of  glory.  In  this  sense,  then,  Christ's 
work  cannot  he  rendered  ineffectual ;  it  beiughis  abso- 
lute decree,  that  the  word  of  his  grace  shall  be  the- 
savonr  of  life,  to  obedient  free-agents,  and  the  flavour 
of  death  to  the  disobedient.  Therefore,  if  we  will  not 
have  the  eternal  benefit  of  his  redeeming  work,  we 
cannot  take  from  him  the  eternal  honour  of  hating 
shed  his  blood  even  for  those  who  tread  it  wider  foot, 
and  who  '  bring  upon  thniiselres  swift  destruction  by 
denying  the  Lord  that  bought  thtm.' 

3.  Christ  is  not  dishonoured  by  the  doctrine,  thai 
represents  the  effect  of  the  greater  wheel,  as  being  thus 
in  part  suspended  upon  the  turning  of  the  less.  The 
light  of  tin-  sim  shine  j  in  vain  forme,  if  1  shut  my  eyes. 
Life  Is  a  far  nobler  gift  than  food  :  1  can  give  my  starr- 
ing neighbour  bread,  but  I  cannot  givelAniWfe  -.  Hctwe- 
thcless,  the  higher  wheel  stops,  if  thu  Vnfenot  \a  opcAt 
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at  a  aland  :  He  must  die  if  he  lias  no  nourishment 
Thus,  by  God's  appointment,  the  preservation  of  aU the 
first  bo  in  of  the  Israelites  in  Egypt  depended  upon  tie 
sprinkling  of  a  lamb's  blood  ;  the  life  of  all  theni  tint 
were  bitten  by  the  fiery  serpents,  was  suspended  do  a 
look  towards  the  brazen  serpent  -,  and  that  of  Ruliati 
and  her  friends  hung,  if  I  may  so  speak,  on  a  scarlet 
tbreud.— Now,  if  Cod  did  not  dishonour  his  wisdom, 
when  he  made  the  life  of  so  ninny  people  to  depend 
upon  those  seemingly  insignificant  works;  and  if  it 
continues  to  mate  the  life  of  all  mankind  depend  upon 
breathing;  is  it  reasonable  to  say,  that  he  is  dishonour- 
ed by  his  own  doctrine,  which  suspends  our  eternal 
salvation  upon  the  works  of  faith  } 

4.  Your  objection  can  be  retorted.  Most  CalvinisL' 
grant,  that  our  justification  in  the  day  of  conversion 
depends  upon  believing.  Tims  the  ltev.  Mr.  Madau.in 
bis  sermon  on  James  ii-  34,  (p.  IB,)  says,  "Thongs 
the  Lord  Jesns  has  merited  ota  justification  before  God, 
yet  we  arc  not  actually  justified,  till  he  be  received  into 
the  heart  by  faith ,  and  rested  on,"  &c.  Therefore,  in 
the  day  of  conversion,  that  great  minister  being  judge, 
our  justification  U  suspended  on  the  work  which  he 
calls  "  receiving  Christ,"  or  "  resting  on  him  :"  And  I 
how  much  more  may  our  eternal  salvation  be  suspend- 
ed, on  faith  and  works,  i.  e.,  on  resting  upon  Christ,  ami 
working  righteousness  : 

5.  This  is  not  all  :    Both  Mr.   Mndan  and  Sir.   

call  raith  the  instrumental  cause  of  our  justification, 
and  everybody  knows  that  the  effect  is  always  suspend- 
ed on  the  cause  ;  Now,  if  so  great  an  effect  as  a  sin- 
ner's present  jtiHtitiratiou  may  lie  suspended  upon  the 
single  cause  of  faith,  why  may  uot  a  believer's  e 
justification  be  suspended  upon  the  double  CAti 
faith  and  its  works  ?  Ill  b  word,  why  must  Mr.  Wesley 
be  represents!  ;•■  heterodox  fur  insinuating,  that  believ- 
ing and  working  instru mentally  cause  our  eternal 
jollification ;  when  Mr.  Madan  wears  the  badge  of  or- 
thodoxy, although  he  in-innates,  that  believing  instrn- 

mcntaily  causes  our  justWiiaSum  1 
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If  Mr.  Madan  fay,  that  he  allows  faith  to  be  an 
instrumental  ctusE,  on  account  of  its  being  the  gift  of 
God  by  which  we  receive  Christ ;  I  answer,  that  we 
allow  the  work  of  faith  to  be  an  instiumeutal  cause, 
becansq  it  springs  from  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  and  const!  - 
totes  onr  likeness  to  Christ,  and  our  evangelical  right- 
eousness -,  a  riphlemisms.-  this,  which  Christ  came  into 
the  world  to  promote.     '  For  God  sending  his  Son,  &c. 

condemned  >iu  in  the  flesh,  that  the  riahu snessof  the 

Jaw  might  be  fulfilled  in  us,  who  walk  not  after  the 
Best),  but  after  the  Spirit,'  i.  e.,  who  walk  In  good 
works.  If  it  is  asserted,  that  there  can  he  but  one 
Instrumental  cause  of  our  sal  ration,  that  is,  fitith  ;  1 
appeal  to  reason,  which  dictates  that  (.  !ii i^tian  faith 
implies  a  variety  oT  causes,  such  as  preaching  Christ, 
and  hearing  him  preached  :  Tor  faith  cornea' by  hearing, 
and  hearing  by  the  word  of  God.  This  argument, 
therefore,  carries  its  ™»  answer  along  with  it. 

6.  To  conclude  :  Mr.  Shi'bti,  in  the  above-quoted 
sermon,  p.  16,  says  with  great  truth  :  "Christ  and 
faith  are  not  oue  and  the  same  thing  (  how  then  can 
we  reconcile  the  apostle  with  himself,  when  be  says 
in  one  place,  we  are  jastified  by  Christ;  and  in 
another,  we  are  justified  by  faith  ?  This  can  ouly 
bc  done  by  having  recourse  lo  the  plain  distinction, 
which  the  scriptures  afford  us,  in  e.jn-idering  Christ 
as  the  meritorious  cause,  and  faith  as  the  instrumental 
cause,  or  that  by  which  the  meritorious  cause  is  ap- 
plied onto  us,  so  that  we  are  benefited  thereby." — Now 
till  our  heresy  consist*  in  applying  Mr.  M.'s  judicious 
reasjuing  to  all  [lie  scriptures,  that  e,uard  the  second 
i(i)s [irl- axiom,  thus:  "How  can  we  reconcile  the 
apostle  with  himself  when  he  says  in  otic  place,  '  We 
are  saved  by  Christ,'  and  in  other  places,  'We  are 
saved  by  faith,  we  aie  savnd  by  hope. — Work  out  your 
own  salvation. — Confession  is  made  to  salvation,'  dec, 
for  Christ  and  faith,  Christ  aud  hope,  Christ  and 
works,  Christ  and  making  confession,  are  nor  one  aud 
the  same  thing  ?  This  seeming  incon^isveuM  \n  %t. 
fauVt  doctrine  vanishes  hy  admitting  ;i  \iY.w\i  Oiv-vlnn- 
T  6 
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lion,  which  the  scriptures  afford  m  ;  That  is,  ,1. 
Ity  considering  Clnist,  from  first  to  lost,  as  the  pnv 
perly  meritorious  cause  of  urn  present  and  eternal 
salvation  i  (2.)  By  considering  faith  as  the  instru- 
mental cause  of  Our  salvation  from  the  guilt  and  pollu- 
tion of  sin  oti  eartli :  Aud  (3.)  By  considering  the 
works  of  faith  nut  only  as  the  evidencing  cause  of  uor 
justification  in  the  great  day,  but  ako  as  an  in.-lni- 
lueutal  cause  of  our  continuing  in  the  life  of  faith; 
just  as  eating,  drinking,  breathing,  and  such  works 
that  spring  froul  natural  lire,  are  instrumental  CMM 
of  our  continuini;  in  natural  life."  Thus  faith,  aud  ill 
works,  an:  twn  inferior  pauses,  whereby  the  propcrly- 
uieritorlous  cause  ia  so  com pletelj  applied  to  obedient, 
persevering  believe;--,  tli.it  they  are  now,  and  forever 
shall  he  benefited  by  it.  As  1  flatter  myself  that  ilis 
six-fold  answer  satisfies  the  can rl id  reader,  1  pass  no 
tu  another  plausible  objection. 

IV.  Obj.  "  'lliough  you  assert,  that  from  first  lo 
last,  the  works  and  sufferings  of  Christ  art'  the  grand 
and  propei  !v- inn  iim-iuus  cause  of  ciur  salvation  ;  ytt, 
according  to  your  scheme,  man  having  a  life  of  glory 
upon  his  choice,  and  heaven  upon  working  out  Mi 
salvation,  the  honour  of  free  grace  is  not  secured. 
For,  after  alt,  free  will  and  human  faithfulness,  or 
unfaithfulness,  turn  the  scale  for  eternal  salvation  at 
damnation. " 

Aniw.  1.  In  the  very  nature  of  things  we  are  frct- 
ageuts,  or  the  wise  and  righteous  God  would  act 
in  consistently  with  his  wisdom  and  equity  in  dispcat- 
iug  rewards  and  punishments.  If,  through  'the  saving 
grace  of  God  '  which  '  has  appeared  to  all  men,'  we 
were  not  again  euducu  with  an  awful  power  to  '  cboo* 
life,'  aud  to  he  faithful,  it  would  be  as  injudicious  tu 
punish  or  recompense  mankind,  as  to  whip  a  dead 
horse  for  not  moving,  condemn  fire  for  burning,  oc 
grant  water  an  eternal  reward  for  its  fluidity.  (2.) 
Were  1  ashamed  of  my  moral  free- agency,  i  should  be 
ashamed  of  the  uuble  power  that  distinguishes  me 
from  tire  brute  creation.— V  »Vau\4'ne  a^-aowAct  the 


Old  Testament,  and  of  Moses,  who  says  i  '  Behold, 
I  tall  heaven  and  earth  to  record,  that  1  bad  set 
before  you  lilV  and  death,  lilc-s-siiijr  and  cursing,  there- 
fore  choose  life.'— 1  should  be  ashamed  of  the  New 
Testament,  and  of  Christ,  who  complains,  '  You  will 
not  come  uuto  me  that  you  might  have  life,'  i.  e.,  You 
will  not  use  the  power  which  my  preventing  grace  has 
given  you,  that  you  might  live  hen-  a  life  of  faith  and 
lioliui'ss,  and  be  hereafter  rewarded  with  a  life  of 
iiappkic-s  and  glory.— In  a  word,  1  should  give  up  the 
second  gospel-axiom,  and  tacitly  reproach  my  Maker, 
who  says,  '  Why  will  ye  die,  O  house  of  Israel  ?  For 
I  have  tio  pleasure  in  the  death  of  him  that  dieth  ; 
wherefore  turn  yourselves,  and  live  ye.' 

3  To  convince  you,  that  free  agency,  and  a  right 
use  of  it,  are  by  no  means  inconsistent  with  divine 
grace  and  genuine  humility,  1  ask.  Did  uot  God  endue 
oar  first  parents  with  free  will?  Arc  not  even  some 
rigid  Cali'inists  ashamed  to  deny  it?  If  free  will  in 
man  is  a  power  dishonourable  to  God,  Did  not  ow 
wise  Creator  mistake  when  he  pronounced  man  '  very 
good,'  at  the  very  time  man  was  a  free  wilier?  For, 
how  Could  man  be  very  good,  if  he  had  within  hini  a 
power  that  i)m>saiily  militates  auainst  the  honour  of 
God,  as  the  Calvinism  iriMtoaiic  lice  will  does  ! 

4.  I  go  one  step  faruicT  ami  ask,  DidGud  ever  endue 
one  child  of  Adam  with  power  to  amid  one  sin  ?— If 
you  Say,  No:  You  eontiatlici  the  scriptures,  your 
own  conscience,  uii'l  the  consciences  of  all  mankind  ;■ 
you  fix  the  blot  of  folly  on  all  the  judges,  who  have 
judical!;  puni-ln-il  linik' facto  is  will,  ik'nih  ;  and,  when 
you  insinuate,  that  the  Lawgiver  of  the  universe  will 
send  all  workers  of  iniquity  personally  into  hell,  for 
not  '  doing  what  is  lawful  and  right  to  save  their 
sonls  alive  ;'  or  for  not  avoiding  sin,  when  he  never 
gave  them  the  least  power  personally  so  to  do  :  You 
pour  almost  as  much  contempt  upon  his  perfections, 
as  if  you  hinted  that  he  will  one  day  raids.'  all  creeping 
insects,  to  judge  them  according  to  their  s«:wj,v&& 


to  cast  into  n  place  of  i 
.is  swiftly  as  a  race  horse. 

If  you  answer  in  the  affirmative,  and  grant,  that  God 
has  graciously  endued  one  child  of  Adam  with  power 
to  avoid  one  sin,  so  far  you  hold  free  will  as  well  as 
Moses  and  Jesus  Christ.  Now  if  God  has  bestowed 
free  will  upon  one  child  of  Adam  with  respect  to  tfar 
avniriimr  of  une  sin  ;  why  nut  upon  two,  with  respect 
to  the  avoiding  of  two  sins  ?  Why  not  upon  all,  with 
respect  to  the  avoiding  of  all  the  sins,  that  are  in- 
compatible with  the  obedience  of  faith? 

5.  Again,  as  it  would  he  absurd  to  say,  that  God 
gave  a  power  to  aroid  one  sin,  only  to  one  child  of 
Adam  -.  So  it  would  be  impious  to  suppose,  (Jud  gave 
him  this  power,  that,  in  ease  he  faithfully  used  it,  be 
should  necessarily  boast  of  it.  Pharisaic  boaMbfj  H 
then  by  no  means  th?  necessary  consequence  of  oar 
moral  liberty,  or  of  a  proper  use  of  our  free  wili 
Thus  it  appears,  that  your  spctinus  objection  is  found- 
ed upon  a  heap  of  paradoxes  ;  and  that  to  embrace 
free  wrath  lest  we  should  not  make  enough  of  free 
grace,  and  lo  jump  into  fatalism  lest  we  should  bo 
proud  of  our  free  will,  is  not  less  absurd  that]  to  pros- 
trate ourselves  before  a  traitor  lest  we  should  not  hon- 
our the  king,  mid  to  run  to  an  home  of  ill  fame  lest 
we  should  he  prond  of  our  chastity.. 

6.  Our  doctrine  secures  the  honour  of  free  gmx 
as  well  as  Calvinism.  You  will  be  convinced  of  it. 
if  you  consider  the  following  articles  of  onr  creed 
with  respect  to  free  grace.  (1.)  Before  the  fall,  the 
free  grace  of  our  Creator  gave  us  in  Adam  holiness, 
happiness,  and  a  power  to  continue  in  both. — (S.J 
Since  the  fall,  the  free  grace  of  our  Redeemer  in- 
dulges us  with  a  reprieve,  an  accepted  time,  a  day  of 
u-iut'um  and  salvation  ;  in  n  word,  with  a  better 
covenant,  and  a  '  free  gift  that  is  come  upon  all  men 
unto  [initial]  justification  of  life."  (Horn.  v.  18.)— (3.) 
That  nothing  may  be  wanted  on  God-?  part,  the  free 

mr  Sniirtifier  excites  us  to  make  a  proper 
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use  of  the  free  gift,  pail  of  which  is  moral  liberty. — 
f4.)  Thus  even  our  free  will  tu  good  is  oil  of  creating, 
redeeming,  auil  sanctifying  grace  :  Therefore,  with 
regard  lo  that  glorious  power,  as  well  as  to  every 
other  talent,  we  humbly  ask  with  St.  Paul,  '  What 
hast  thou,  that  thou  hast  not  received  ?' — (5.)  This  is 
not  all ;  We  are  commanded  to  '  account  the  long- 
suffering  of  God  [a  degree  of]  salvation  ;'  and  so  it 
is:  For,  wiihfint  iVncins.  or  necessarily  inclining  our 
Will,  God's  providential  free  grace  disposes  a  thousand 
urnim-Lit!, v-  in  Mich  a  manner,  as  to  second  the  calls 
of  the  everlasting  gospel.  The  gracious  Preserver  of 
men  works  daily  ■  tfaonnuid  wonders  10  keep  na  out 
of  the  grave,  and  out  of  hell ;  A  thousand  wheels 
have  turned  ten  thousand  limes,  in  and  out  of  the 
church,  to  bring  us  the  purest  streams  of  gospel 
truth.  Counties-  luvathiiiLVs  uf  tin'  Spirit  of  grace  add 
virtue  to  those  streams  ;  free  grace  therefore  not  only 
prevents,  hut  also  in  numberless  ways  accompanies, 
follows,  directs,  encourages,  and  assists  us  in  all  the 
works  of  our  salvation. 

And  yet,  while  Clod  thus  works  iu  us,  as  the  God  of 
all  grace,  '  both  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  good  pleasure ;' 
that  is,  while  he  thus  gives  up  the  faculty  to  will,  and 
the  power  to  do  ;*"and  while  he  secretly  by  his  Spirit, 
and  publicly  by  his  ministers  and  ]iri>v"u!enccs,  excites 
us  to  make  a  proper  use  of  that  faculty  and  power; 
vet  as  the  God  of  wisdom,  holiness,  and  justice,  he 
leaves  the  act  to  our  choice  ;  thus  treating  ns  as  rational 
Creatures,  whom  he  intends  wisely  to  reward,  er  just- 
ly to  punish,  according  to  their  works,  and  not  accord' 

Hence  it  appears,  that  we  go  every  step  of  the  way 
with  our  Calvinist  brethren,  while  tliey  exalt  Christ 
and  free  grace  iu  a  rational  aud  scriptural  manner ; 
and  that  we  refuse  to  follow  them  only  when  they  set 
Christ  at  nought  as  a  Prophet,  a  Lawgiver,  a  Judge, 
and  a  King;  under  pretence  of  extolling  him  as  n 
Priest ;  or  wheu  they  put  wanton  ftee  fctace,  woi'ttv.- 


retorting  fire  wrath,  in  thi'  place  of  the  genuine  fret 
gram  testified  of  in  the  scriptures. 

V.  Obj.  "  One  more  difficulty  remains  i  If  I  Mr 
obey  the  gospe!  anil  am  saved  ;  and  if  my  nciglihoni 
freely  dinobeys  it,  and  is  damned,  what  makes  M 
to  differ  from  liim  ?     la  it  not  my   free  obedience  of 

faith  ?" 

Am,  Undoubtedly :  Andhia  free  disobedience  mai« 
Kim  differ  from  yon :  Or  it  would  be  icry  absnnt 
judicially  to  acquit  and  reward  you  rather  than  bin, 
according  to  your  works.  And  It  would  be  MranB 
duplicity  to  condemn  ,in!  jiimUli  him  rather  than  y« 
in  a  day  of  judgment,  after  the  most  solemn  protec- 
tions, that  equity  and  impartiality  shall  dictate  the 
judge's  seutencc. 

As  to  the  difiicirlty  nii-ini;  I'nmi  Si.  I'aul's  questifla, 
(1  Cor.  ir.  7,)  '  Who  niaketh  thee  to  differ  >'  to  wbt 
I  have  said  about  it  iu  the  preceding  sermon,  (p.  iOt,) 
I  add:  (1.)  According  to  the  covenant  of  works  '  ill 
fall  short  of  the  glory  of  God  ;'  And  when  nay  oit 
asks  with  respect  to  the  law  of  innocence,  '  Wb« 
makes  thee  to  differ?'  the  proper  answer  is,  '  There 
is  no  difference  :  Every  month  must  be  stopped:  All 
the  world  is  guilty  before  God — Enter  not  into  jodj- 
metrt  with  lliy  serrajit,  O  Lord.' — Rot,  according  to 
the  covenant  of  urate,  he  that  freely  believes  and 
obeys  in  the  strength  of  free  grace,  undoubtedly  main 
himself  to  differ  from  him,  that  by  obstinate  disobedi- 
ence '  does  despite  (o  the  Spirit  of  grace,'  if  this  point 
be  given  up,  the  Diana  and  the  Apollo,  or  rather  tat 
Apnllyon,  of  the  Antiooinians  (1  mean  tvanton  free 
grace,  and  merciless  free  wrath}  are  set  up  for  ever. 
However, 

2.  If  the  question,  'Who  maketh  thee  to  differ.'1 
be  asked  with  respect  to  the  number  of  our  talente: 
The  proper  answer  is,  "  God's  distinguishing  grace 
alone  tuaketh  us  to  differ."  And  that  this  is  the  sense 
which  the  apostle  had  in  view,  is  evident  from  the 
context,     lie  had  before  reproved  the  Corinth  ions  for 
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—  '  saying  every  one,  I  am  of  Paul,  and  I  of  A  polio*, ' 
=   &c. ;  and  now  he  adds,  ■  These  things  i  have  in  a 

figure  transferred  to  myself  and  to  Apollos,  thai  ye 

"    might  learn   in   us  not   to   think    [of   gifted,  popular 

men,  or  of  yourselves]  above  that  which  is  written, 

—  that   no  one   of  you   be   puffed  up  for   one   against 
~*   another :  For  who  maketh  thee  to  differ  ?'     Why  is 

thy  person  grateful  ?    And  why  art  tlion  naturally  an 
^   eloquent  man  like  Apollos,  whilst  thy  brother's  speech 
Is  rude,  and  his  bodily  presence  weak  and  contemptible 
_    like  mine?    But, 
.      3.  If  you  ask,  '  Who  maketh  thee  to  differ  ? '  with 
respect  to  the  improvement  or  non -improvement  of 
oor   gifts  and    graces  :    If    you  inquire  whether  God 
necessitates  some  to  disbelieve,  tliiii  (hey  may  necea- 
^    sarily  siu  and  bo  damned  ;  while  he  necessitates  others 
J    to  believe,  that  they  may  necessarily  work  righteous- 
ness and  be  saved  i   1  utterly  deny  the  last  question, 
and  in  this  sense  St.  Pant  answers  his  own  misapplied 
question  thus  :   '  lie  not  deceived  :  What  a  man    [not 
what  God]   mwfth.  that  shall  he  also  reap  ;'  perdi- 
tioo  If  he  sow  to  the  flesh,  and  eternal  life  if  he  sow 
to  the  >  i.   :     Nor  am  I  either  afraid  or  ashamed  to 
second  him  by  saying  upon  the  walls  of  Jerusalem, 
that,  In  the  last- mentioned  sense,  We  make  ourselves 
to    differ,      And    scripture,   reason,  conscience,  the 
divioe    perfections,  and    the   tiuiup  of   God,   which 
will  soon  summon   u)  to  j  ni/uien:,  teslif; ,  that  this 
reply  stands  as   firm  as  one  half  of  the  Bible,  and 
the  second   iiospel  axiom  oo  which  it  is  immovably 
founded 

Nay,  there  is  not  a  pcomi-e  0(  a  threatening  in  the  . 
Bible,  that  is  not  a  proof  of  our  Lawgiver's  want  of 
wisdom,  or  of  our  Judge's  want  of  equity,  if  we  are 
not  graciously  endued  with  a  capacity  to  make  our- 
selves differ  from  the  obstinate  violators  of  the  law, 
and  despisers  of  the  gospel, — that  is,  if  we  are  not 
free  agents.  There  is  uot  an  exhortation,  a  warning, 
nor  au  entreaty  in  the  sacred  pages,  that  \;  uo\  ■& 
demonstration  of  the  penman's  folty,  ox  ot  fee  ttc%- 


iluiii  dI"  our  will,  in  a  word,  there  is  not  a  sluuei 
justly  punished  in  hell,  nor  a  believer  wisely  rewarded 
in  iiiMi.n.  thai  does  not  indirectly  say  to  all  the  work! 
of  rational*  :  '  Though  the  God '  of  grace  draws  ihtt 
to  obedience,  yet  it  is  with  '  the  bands  of  a  man.'  F», 
after  all,  lie  '  leaves  thee  in  the  hand  of  thy  comitd, 
to  keep  the  commandments,  and  perform  acceptable 
obedience  if  thou  wilt.  Before  man  is  life  and  death, 
and  whether  him  likcth  shall  be  given  him.'  (Ecdei 
tr.  U.ftc.) 

But,  although  your  obedience  of  faith  makes  you  tu 
differ  from  your  condemned  neighbour,  you  hare  W 
reason  to  reject  the  first  gospel  axiom,  and  to  indolp 
a  boasting*  contrary  to  faith  and  free  grace  :  For  jdbi 
Christian  Faith,  which  is  the  root  of  your  obedience, 
is  peculiarly  the  gift  of  God  ;  whether  you  consider  i» 


Juicing    [IhlucHl^]  iu    himself  a 
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as  to  its  precious  Eeed  (' the  word  nigh;')  as  to  its 
glorious  object  (Christ  and  the  truth;)  as  to  the 
means  by  which  that  object  in  revealed  (Such  as 
preaching  and  hearing ;)  as  to  the  opportunities  and 
faculties  of  u'-iug  those  means  (such  as  life,  reason, 
ice.)  or  as  to  the  Spirit  of  grace,  whose  assistance  in 
this  case  is  so  important,  that  he  is  called  '  the  Spirit 
of  faith.' — And  yet  that  Spirit  does  not  act  irresistibly  ; 
all  bel ie i' e rs un necessarily  and  freely  yielding  to  it,  and 
all  unbelievers  unnecessarily  and  freely  resisting  it:  So 
far  only  does  the  matter  turn  upon  free  will.  Thus  it 
appears,  that  although  the  act  of  faith  is  ours,  we  are 
so  much  indebted  to  free  grate  for  it,  that  believers 
can  no  more  boast  of  being  their  own  saviours,  be- 
cause they  daily  believe  and  work  in  order  to  their 
final  salvation  ;  than  they  can  boast  of  being  their 
own  preservers,  because  they  daily  breathe  and  eat  in 
order  to  their  (.outimu'rt  prcsrrvatiou. 

On  the  other  hand,  although  your  condemned  neigh- 
bour's'disobedience  makes  him  differ  from  yon,  he  has 
no  reason  to  reject  the  second  gospel- axiom,  and  to 
exculpate  liim-ctf  by  cliai-siine  heaven  with  capricious 
partiality  and  horrid  free  wrath  :  Hccause  God,  whose 
mercy  is  over  all  his  works,  and  who  is  no  respecter 
of  persons,  graciously  bestowed  a  taleut  of  free  grace 
upon  him  as  well  ns  upon  you,  according  to  one  or 
another  of  the  divine  dispensations.  For  the  royal 
master  mentioned  in  the  aospcl,  lvlii:  :i  pound  to  the 
servant  that  buried  it,  as  well  as  lo  hiiu  that  gained  ten 
pounds  by  occupying  till  his  Lord  came. 

*'  Bat,  upon  that  fouling,  what  becomes  of  distin- 
guishing urate?"  If  by  "  distinguishing  grace"  you 
mean  Calviuistic  partiality,  I  answer,  It  must  undoubt- 
edly sink,  together  with  its  inseparable  partner,  uncon- 
ditional reprobation,  irate  the  pii  of  error ,  whence  they 
ascended  to  fill  the  church  wirh  co  litem  ions,  and  the 
world  with  infidels,  liut  if  yim  mean  scriptural,  dit- 
hnguiihing  i'r'Wf,  that  is,  the  '  manifold  wisdom  of 
God,'  which  makes  him  proceed  gradual^  aw4  sArwvx 
a  pleasing  variety  hi  the  works  of  grace,  a*  wcW  »»  \ti 


the  productions  of  n nln re  ; — if  yon  mean  his  good 
pleasure  to  give  the  Heathens  one  talent,  the  Jews  two, 
tlio  Papists  three,  the  Protestants  four  ;  or  if  yon  mem 
the  different  method',  which  he  uses  to  call  sinners  to 
repentance,  such  as  hit  familiar  expostulation  with 
Cain — his  wonderful  warning  of  Lot's  sons-in-law— 
liis  rousing  king  Saul  by  the  voice  of  Samuel,  and  Saul 
of  Tarsus  by  the  voice  of  Christ :  (Samuel  and  Christ 
coming,  or  seeming  to  come  from  the  invisible  world 
for  that  awful  purpose) — His  audibly  inviting  JndaJ 
and  the  rich  rnltr  to  follow  him,  promising  the  latter 
heavenly  treasure,  if  he  would  give  his  earthly  posses- 
sions to  the  poor — His  shocking,  by  preternatural 
earthquakes,  the  consciences  or  the  Philippi.tii  jailor 
and  the  two  malefactors  that  suffered  with  him — Hi> 
awakening  Ananias,  Sapphira,  and  thousands  more  bj 
the  wonder*  of  the  day  of  Pentecost,  when  Lydia  and 
others  were  called  only  in  the  common  way  : — If  yon 
mean  this,  by  "  distinguishing  grace,"  we  are  agreed, 
for  grace  (li.-]!lav''(l  in  a-;  tliMiu^nUhinK  a  manner,  u 
it  was  towards  Capernaum,  Chorazin,  and  Bethsaida, 
greatly  illustrates  our  Lord's  doctrine  :  '  Of  him  to 
whom  little  is  given,  little  shall  he  required  ;  hot  m«li 
shall  be  required  of  theiu  that  have  received  much;' 
the  equality  of  God's  way  uot  consisting  in  giving  <° 
all  men  a  like  number  of  talents,  any  more  than 
making  them  all  archangel.-  ;  bin  in  treating  them  all 
equally,  according  to  the  various  editions  of  the  ever- 
lasting gospel,  or  law  of  liberty;  and  according  to  the 
good  or  bad  uses  they  have  made  of  their  talent), 
whether  they  had  few  or  many. 

To  return  to  your  grand  objection  i  You  snppoie 
(and  this  is  [nnlinbly  the  ground  of  your  mistake)  thai 
when  a  deliverance,  or  a  divine  favour,  tnrns  upon 
Home  thing  which  we  may  do,  or  leave  undone,  at  oar 
option,  God  is  necessarily  robbed  of  his  glory-  But  a 
few  queries  will  easily  convince  you  of  jour  mistake. 
When  God  had  been  merciful  to  Lot  and  his  family,  uot 
looking  back  made  ail  the  difference  between  him  and 
hla  wife;  but  does  UfoUtvv^xVtA^e^iviwt&xVcVs&wn 
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of  his  narrow  Escape ;— looking  at  the  brazen  type  of 
Christ  made  MM  Israelites  differ  from  others,  that 
died  of  the  bite  of  (lie  fiery  serpeuts  ;  bot  is  this  a  suffi- 
cient reason  m  conclude,  ii.nl  Ihc  healed  men  had  not 
sense  to  distinguish  between  primary  ami  secondary 
causes, and  that  they  ascribed  to  their  looks  the  glory 
dne  Co  Gud,  for  graciously  coutriiing  themeans  of  their 
cure  ? — One  of  your  neighbours  has  hanged,  and 
another  has  in>i-oned  himself;  so  that  not  banging 
yourself,  and  taking  wholesome  fond,  I..-  so  far  made 
the  difference  between  you  and  them  :  But  can  you 
reasonably  infer,  that  you  do  nut  live  by  divine  bounty, 
and  that  1  rob  the  Preserver  of  men  of  his  glory,  when 
I  affirm,  that  you  shall  surely  die,  if  you  do  not  eat, 
or  if  you  take  poison  > 

Permit  me  f>  malic  von  sensible  of  your  mistake  by 
one  more  illustration.  An  Anti-calvinist,  who  observe* 
that  God  hai  suspended  many  ->f  [liis  blessings  upon 
Industry,  diligently  plows,  sows,  and  weeds  his  field. 
A  fatalist  over  the  way,  leal  lice  grace,  should  not  have 
all  the  glory  of  his  crop,  does  not  turn*  one  clod,  and 
expects  seed  to  drop  from  the  clouds  into  furrows  made 
by  an  invisible  plow   on    a  certain  day,  which  he  calls 


syren-aongs  of  "  UDCDiiditionafTlfCilon,"  and   "  linlilied  IDl- 
Hlion  Id  the  full  «!ent  of  Hit  word  ;"  tlwl  1*,  1>B  could  XI  us 
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"  a  day  of  God's  power."  When  harvest  comes,  the 
one  has  a  crop  of  wheat,  and  the  other  a  crop  of  weeds. 
Now,  although  industry  alone  has  made  the  tfifferesee 
between-the  two  fields  ;  who  is  mostlikely  to  gi? e  Got 
the  glory  of  a  crop,  the  Soiifidian  former  who  reaps 
thistles  ?  or  the  laborious  husbandman,  who  has  job- 
ed  works  to  his  faith  in  divine  providence,  and  joyfhBy 
brings  his  sheaves  home;  saying  as  St.  Paul,  "By 
divine  bounty,  I  have  planted  and  Apollos  has  weeded, 
but  God  has  given  the  increase,  which  is  all  in  all  ?" 


PART  THIRD. 

Flattering  myself  that  the  preceding  answers  have 
removed  the  reader's  prejudices,  or  confirmed  him  in 
his  attachment  to  genuine  free  grace  ;  I  shall  conclude 
this  Essay  by  some  reflections  upon  the  pride,  or  pre- 
judices, of  those  who  scruple  working  with  an  eye  to 
the  rewards,  that  God  offers  with  a  view  to  promote 
the  obedience  of  faith. 

"  If  heaven,  (say  such  mistaken  persons,)  if  the  en- 
joyment of  God  in  gloyy,  be  the  reward  of  obedience; 
and  if  you  work  with  an  eye  to  that  reward,  you  act 
from  self,  the  basest  of  all  motives.  Love,  and  not 
self-interest,  sets  us,  true  believers,  upon  action  :  We 
work  from  gratitude  and  not  for  profit  ;/rom  ?(/fe*and 

*  The  reader  is  desired  to  observe,  that  we  recommend  working 
from  life  and  gratitude,  as  well  as  our  opponents.  Life  sod 
thankfulness  are  two  important  springs  of  action,  which  we  use 
as  well  as  they.  We  maintain,  that  even  those,  who  '  hare  % 
name  to  live,  and  are  dead  in  trespasses  and  sins,'  cannot  be 
saved  without  '  strengthening  the  tilings  that  remain  and  are  ready 
to  die;'  and  that  thankfulness  for  being  out  of  hell,  and  ft* 
having  a  day  of  salvation  through  Christ,  should  be  strongly  re- 
commended to  the  chief  of  sinners.  But  thankfulness  and  life 
are  not  all  the  springs  necessary,  in  our  imperfect  state,  to  mov 
all  the  wheels  of  obedience;  and  we  dare  no  more  exclude  A< 
other  springs,  because  we  have  these  two ;  than  we  dare  cut  off 
three  of  our  fingers,  because  we  have  a  little  finger  asd  » 
thumb 
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not  for  life.  To  do  good  with  au  eye  to  a  reward, 
though  that  rewardshould  be  a  crown  of  life,  la  to  act 
as  a  mercenary  wretch,  aud  not  as  a  duteous  child  or  a 
faithful  servant." 

This  specious  eiTor,  lealsrafy  probated  by  Molinoi, 
Lady  Guion,  aud  her  illustrious  convert  Archbishop 
Feuelon,  (though  afterwards  renounced  h y  him,)  put  a 
stop  to  a  great  revival  of  tbe  power  of  godliness 
abroad  in  the  last  ccutury;  and  it  has  already  struck 
a  fatal  blow  at  the  late  revival  in  these  kingdoms.  I 
reverence  aud  love  many  that  contend  for  this  senti- 
ment ;  but  ray  regard  for  the  truth  overbalancing  my 
respect  for  them,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  oppose  their 
mistake,  as  a  penurious  refinement  of  Satan  trans- 
formed into  an  angel  o'f  light ;  1  therefore  attack 
it  by  the  following  arguments  : 

1.  Tins  doctrine  makes  us  '  wise  above  what  is 
writteu.'  We  read,  that  hunger  aud  want  of  bread 
brought  back  the  prodigal  son.  His  l'.illicr  knew  it, 
but  instead  of  treating  him  as  an  hired  servant,  he 
entertained  him  as  a  beloved  child. 

2.  It  sets  aside  at  a  stroke  a  considerable  part  of  the 
Bible,  which  consists  in  th  rente  nings  to  deter  evil 
workers,  and  iu  promises  to  encourage  obedient  be- 
lievers !  For  if  it  be  base  to  obey  iu  order  to  obtain  a 
promised  reward,  it  is  baser  still  to  do  it  in  order  to 
avoid  a  threatened  punishment,  Tims  the  precious  grace 
of  faith,  so  far  as  it  is  exercised  about  divine  promises 
and  threaten] ups,  is.  indirectly  made  void. 

3.  It  decries  '  godly  fear,'  a  grand  spring  of  action, 
and  preservative  of  holiness  in  all  free  agents,  tbat  are 
in  a  state  of  probation  ;  and  by  this  mean  it  indirectly 
charges  God  with  want  of  wisdom,  for  putting  that 
spring  in  (lie  breast  of  innocent  man  in  Road  be,  and 
for  perpetually  working  upon  it  in  his  word  and  by  his 
Spirit,  which  -St.  Paul  calls  '  the  Spirit  of  bondage  unto 
fear  ;' because  it  helps  us  to  believe  the  threatening; 
denounced  against  tbe  workers  of  iniquity,  and  to  fear 
lest  ruin  should  overtake  us,  if  we   rmWlniPT  Vri   wax 
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If  ever  there  was  a  visible  church  without  spot  and 
wrinkle,  it  was  when  '  the  multitude  of  ' 
believed  were  of  one  heart,  and  of  one  s 
worldly- minded  11  ess  of  Ananias  and  S;ipphii 
first  blemish  of  the  Christian,  as  Aclian's 
hail  been  of  the  Jewish  church  on  this  side  Jordan. 
God  made  au  example  of  them  as  lie  bad  done  of 
Achan,  and  St.  Luke  observes,  npoo  it,  that  '  great  feu 
came  upon  all  the  church  ;'  even  such  fear  as  kept 
ti  from  '  falling  after  the  came  example  of  unbelief.' 
,V  were  all  the  primitive  Christians  uieaa-spiiitfd 
people,  because  they  were  filled  with  great  fear  of  hcini 
punished  as  the  first  backsliders  had  been,  if  they 
apostatized  ■  Is  it  a  reproach  to  riehteous  Noah,  that 
'  being  moved  with  fear  he  prepared  an  ark  for  the  sat- 
ing of  his  house  ?'  And  did  our  Lord  legalize  the  gospel, 
when  '  he  began  to  say  to  his  disciples  first  of  all,  Sc 
I  my  unto  you,  my  friends,  be  not  afraid  of  them  ihu 
kill  the  body,  &c.,  but  fear  him,  who,  after  he 
killed,  hath  power  to  cast  into  hell  ;  yea,  I  say 
you,  fear  him  ?' — Does  this  mean,  "  ~ 
Yea,   i  say  unto  you,  be  mercenary  t" 

4.  Hope  has  a    particular,  necessary  reference  li 
prvminet,  and  good  things  to  come.     Excellent  thiuf; 
are  spoken  of  that  grace ;  if  St.  Paul  says, 
saved  through  faith,"  he  says  a]si>,  '  We  are  saved  bj 
hope."      Hence   St.  Peter  observe?, 
great  promises  are  given  to  us,  that  we  might  be 
takers  ofthe  Divine  Nature -.'  And  St.  John 
'  Every  man  that  hath  this  hope  in  him,  piirificth 
self  even  as  God  is  pure.*    Now  hope  never  Erin, 

in  order  tu  obi.iiri  i;iio:l  thinqs  in  view  :  A  motive  t 
which  our  grjfj.vl-relinci'S  represent  as  illiberal 
base.  Their  scheme  therefore  directly  tends  tot 
cule  and  suppress  the  capital,  Christian  grace,  wl 
Faith  guards  on  the  left  hand,  and  Charity  on 
right. 

5.  Their    error   springs  from    a     false    eouclus 
Because  it  U mean  to  veWevc a.  Vw-ksm  with  an  eyctoi 
reward  from  him,lhe^  rater, 'crafc'A'v*  mtivivs&,\ 
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good  work  with  an  eye  to  a  reward  from  God ;  cot 
considering  that  a  beggar  promises  nothing,  and  can 
give  nothing  valuable  ;  whereas  the  I'areut  of  good 
promises  and  can  give  '  eternal  life  to  them  that  obey 
him:'  Their  inference  is  then  just  as  absurd  as  the 
following  argument :  "  1  ought  not  to  set  uiy  heart 
upon  an  earthly,  inferior,  transitory  good  ;  therefore  I 
must  not  set  it  upon  the  chief,  heavenly,  permanent 
good.— It  is  fuolish  to  shoot  at  a  wrong  mark,  theie- 
fore  I  must  not  shuot  at  the  right ;  I  must  not  aim  at 
the  very  mark,  which  God  himself  has  set  up  for  me 
ultimately  to  level  all  my  actions  at,  next  to  his  own 
glory,  viz.  the  enjoyment  of  himself,  the  light  of  his 
countenance,  the  smiles  of  his  open  fare,  which  make 
tbe  heaven  of  heavens." 

G.  God  says  to  ,A  brahani,  anil  in  him  to  all  believers, 
'  I  am  thy  exceeding  great  reward  :'    Hence  it  follows, 

.  that  the  higher  we  ii-c  in  holiness  and  obedience,  the 
nearer  we  shall  be  admitted  to  the  eternal  throne  ;  and 
the  fuller  enjoyment  we  shall  have  of  our  God  and 
Saviour,  our  reward  and  llewaruer.  Therefore,  to 
overlook  divine  rewards,  is  to  overlook  God  himself, 
who  is  *  our  great  reward  ;'  and  to  slight  '  the  life  to 

.   come,'  of  which 'godliness  has  the  promise.' 

7.  The  error  I  oppose  can  be  put  in  a  still  stronger 
light.  Not  to  strive  to  obtaiu  our  great  reward  in  full, 
amounts  to  saying,  "  Lord,  thou  art  beneath  my  aim 
and  pursuits :  1  can  do  without  thee,  or  without  so 
much  of  thee.  I  will  not  bestir  myself,  aud  do  one 
thing  to  obtain  either  the  fruition,  or  a  fuller  enjoy, 
uient  of  thy  adorable  self."— An  illustration  or  Wo, 
short  as  they  fall  of  the  thing  illustrated,  may  help  us 
to  see  the  great  impropriety  of  such  conduct.  If  the 
king  offered  to  give  all  officers,  who  would  distinguish 
themselves  in  (lie  liekl,  his  hand  to  kiss,  and  a  commis- 
sion in  his  guards,  that  he  might  have  them  near  hi* 
person  ;  would  not  military  i;eiitlcjiieii  defeat  the  inten- 
tion  of  this  gracious  offer,  ami  betray  a  tiecvAW-  tegct* 
of  ind.ilerenc*  for  his  majesty,  if  iu  ft*  (W  <*  ^v. 
Vol,  II.  ij  ' 


they  would  not  strike  om 
of  the  royal  promise  ? 

Again  :  When  David  asked,  What  shall  be  done!" 
liim  that  kilh'ih  the  sunt  ?  And  when  he  was  informed 
that  Saul  would  give  biin  hia  daughter  in  marriage; 
would  the  young  shepherd  have  shewed  his  regard  for 
the  prlucess,  or  respect  fur  the  monarch,  if  he  had 
said  :  "  1  blu  above  iniiidiiiL'  rewards  :  What  I  do,  I  do 
freely:  1  acorn  an  in.;  from  so  hast  a  motive  as  a  desire 
to  sectine  the  hand  of  the  princess,  and  the  honour  of 
being  the  king's  son-in-law?"  Couldanylhinghavebeeu 
ruder  and  more  haughty  than  such  a  speech  ?  And  yet, 
O  see  what  evangelical  refinements  have  done  for  ft! 
We,  who  are  infinitely  less  before  God  than  David  was 
before  king  Saul — we,  worms  of  a  day,  lire  so  blinded 
by  prejudice,  as  (o  think  it  beneath  us  to  mind  the 
offers  of  the  King  nf  kings,  or  to  strive  for  the  rewards 
of  the  Lord  Of  lords. 

'  Wo  to  him  (hat  striveth  [in  generosity]  with  hii 
Maker  !  Let  the  potsherd*  strive  llnis  with  the  potsherdi 
of  the  earth  :  [But  let  not]  the  clay  say  to  him  tin 
fashioncth  it,'  "  What  docs*  thou  when  thou  stirrest 
ine  Up  to  good  works  by  the  promise  of  thy  rewards '. 
Surely,  I-ord,  thou  forgettest  that  the  nobleness  of 
mymiud,  and  my  doctrine  of  finished  salvation,  matt 
uie  above  running  for  a  reward,  though  it  should  be  f nf 
a  life  of  glory,  and  Thyself.  Whatever  1  do  at  til 
command,  1  am  determined  not  to  demean  myself;  1 
will  do  it  as  Arauuah,  like  a  kiug."  What  depths ol 
Antiuoinian  pride  may  be  hid  under  the  covering  of 
our  voluntary  humility ! 

B,  The  Cahinists  of  the  last  century,  in  their  land 
intervals,  saw  the  absolute  necessity  of  working  ft< 
heaven  and  heavenly  rewards.  We  have  a  good  poe- 
tical discourse  of  J.  Buuyan  upon  these  words,  '" 
run  that  you  may  obtain.'  The  burden  of  it  ia,  " 
you  will  have  a  heaven,  you  must  ran  for  it."  Wbo 
he  calls  his  sermon,  "  The  heaaeiily  footman  "— % 
Matthew  Mead,  %  a  ttowMh  tnWw\,  \v.  Vvi.  treat 
j«Bpro0fotn»b^^^^4'*^*^-^^\ 
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on  The  Ootid  of  Early  Obedience,  (p.  429,)  says  with 
great  truth,  "  Maintain  an  holy,  filial  fear  of  God  : 
This  is  an  excellent  preservative  auu'm;!  apostasy  :'  By 
the  fear  of  the  Lord  men  depart  from  evil,'  says  Solo- 
mon, and  he  tells  you,  'The  fear  of  tut  Lord  is  the 
fountain  of  life,  whereby  men  depart  from  the  .snares 
of  death  ('  and  back  sliding  from  Chr'nt  is  one  of  the 
great  snares  of  death.  Think  much  of  the  day  of 
recompence,  and  of  the  glorious  reward  of  persever- 
ai.ee  in  that  day  i  '  lie  thou  faithful  unto  death,  and  1 
will  give  thee  a  crown  of  life.'  It  is  not  those  that 
begin  well,  but  those  who  end  well,  that  receive  the 
crown.  It  is  not  merirn. iry  service  to  quicken  our- 
selves to  ohedience  hy  the  hope  of  a  recompence. 
Omtus  amor  mercedis non  esl  merctnarias,  SfC.  David 
said,  '  (  have  hoped  fur  thy  salvation,  and  done  thy 
commandments.'  He  encouraged  himself  to  duty  by 
the  hope  of  glory,  Sec,  Hope  of  that  glorious  recoui- 
pen.ee  ia  of  great  service  to  quicken  us  to  perseverance. 
And  to  the  same  end  does  the  apostle  urge  it :  'He 
immovable,  always  abounding  in  the  work  of  the 
Lord,  for  as  much  as  ye  know  that  your  labour  ia  not 
in  vain  in  the  Lord.' 

9.  When  voluntary  humility  has  made  us  wise  above 


guide  of  Ms  palh,  fain  nr,t  the  jin^-c  of  ti;a  Elate.  Tin-  i:>  hevtr  [■ 
bound,  in  obey  it,  but  nut  lu  staml  or  Fall  by  LI.'  Thai  B,  iu  plain 
English,  he  should  obey  it,  Ijlil  hi*  rtisuliuLi  n,-.-  will  |...v.-r  li:i>i:;  iii.u 
under  condemnation,  anil  hinder  iiim  tn stand  In  Ju  lament.    "It  is 
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what  is  written  by  the  apostles,  and  by  our  forefathers, 
it  will  make  us  luok  down  with  coutempt,  from  the  top 
of  our  fancied  orthodoxy,  upon  the  mo  tires,  hy  which 
the  projdiets  tnok  up  their  cms?,  to  Bene  God  and  their 
generation.  When  St.  Paul  enumerates  the  works  of 
Moses,  he  traces  them  back  to  their  noble  principle, 
faith  working  by  a  well-ordered  self-lore  :  [A  lore  this, 
which  is  inseparable  from  the  love  of  God  and  ntto : 
The  law  of  liberty  binding  us  to  love  oar  neighbour  at 
ourtelvet,  and  God  aboce  avriehei:)  '  He  chose,-  says 
the  apostle,  '  to  Buffer  affliction  with  the  people  of 
God,  rather  than  to  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  sin,"  &t. 
But  why  ?  Because  he  was  above  looking  at  the  prize? 
Juatthe  reverse:  Because  '  he  had  respect  to  the 
recompcncc  of  reward.'     (Heb.  si.  26.) 

10.  In  (he  nest  chapter,  the  apostle  ;bids  us  take 
Christ  himself,  for  our  pattern  in  the  very  thing,  which 
our  gospel  refiners  call  mercenary  and  base  :  '  Loot- 
ing to  Jesus,'  says  he,  '  who  for  the  joy  that  was  set 
before  him,  endured  thecross,  despising  the  shame,  an  J 
is  set  down  at  the  right  hand  of  the  throne  of  God :"  Tht 
noble  reward  thi.-s  »  itli  which  his  mediatorial  obedience 
was  crowned,  as  appears  from  these  words,  '  He  became 
obedient  unto  death  ;  wherefore  God  also  hath  highly 
exalted  him.'  If  the  scheme  of  those  who  refine  the 
ancient  gospel  appears  to  me  in  a  peculiarly  unfavour- 
able light,  it  is  when  1  see  them  impose  upon  the 
injudicious  admirers  nf  un  scriptural  humility,  and  make 
the  simple  iicliccc,  thai  tlicy  do  God  service  when  they 
indirectly  represent  Christ's  obedience  unto  death  li 
imperfect,  and  him  as  mercenary,  actuated  by  a  raotire 
unworthy  of  a  child  of  God.  He  says,  '  Every  one 
that  is  perfect,  shall  be  as  his  master  :'  But  we  (awi 
is  our  consistency  !}  loudly  decry  perfection,  and  yd 
pretend  to  an  higher  degree  of  it  than  out1  Lord  floi 
Master;  for  he  was  uot  above  '  enduring  the  crow 
[for  the  joy  of]  sitting  down  at  the  right  hand  of  the 
throne  of  God  :'  But  we  are  so  exquisitely  perfect, 
we  will  work  grnii«.  It  \s mttoeBae-j ,  It  is  " 
to  work  for  glory  ! 
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11.  I  fear,  this  contempt  is  by  some  indirectly  poured 
upon  the  Lord  of  glory,  to  extol  the  spurious  free  grace 
which  is  sister  to  free  wrath  ;  aud  to  persuade  the 
simple,  that  "  Works  have  nothing  to  do  with  our  final 
justification  aud  eternal  salvation  before  tlod:"  A  dogma 
this,  which  is  as  contrary  to  ica-ou,  as  it  is  to  scripture 
and  morality  ;  it  being  a  monstrous  imposition  upon 
the  credulity  of  Protestants,  to  assert,  that  works  which 
God  himself  will  reward  with  final  justification  and  eternal 
salvation,  hare  nothing  to  do  with  that  justification  and 
that  salvation  before  him  :  Just  as  if  the  thing  rewarded 
had  nothing  to  do  with  it-  reward  before  (lie  llewarder! 

12.  The  most  rigid  Calviuists  allow,  that  St.  Paul  is 
truly  evangelical :  But,  which  of  the  sacred  writers 
ever  spoke  greater  things  of  therewardabltnesa  of  works 
than  he  ?  What  can  be?  plainer,  what  stronger  than 
these  words,  which  1  must  quote  till  they  are  minded  : 
*  Whatsoever  je  do,  do  it  heartily,  as  to  the  Lord,  &c. 
knowing  [i.  e.,  considering]  that  of  the  Lord  ye  shall 
receive  the  reward  of  the  inheritance.  But  he  that  doth 
wrong,  shall  receive  for  the  Wrong  which  he  hath 
done  ;  for  there  is  no  respect  of  persons.'  (Col.  iii. 
23,  &c.)  Again  :  "  Whatsoever  a  man  sowcth,  that 
shall  he  also  reap  :  lor  he  that  soweth  to  his  flesh, 
shall  of  the  flesh  reap  perdition  ;  but  he  that  soweth  to 
the  Spirit,  shall  of  the  Spirit  reap  everlasting  life.' 
(Gal.  vi.  7,  8.) 

From  those  srriptures  it  Is  evident,  that  doing  good 
or  bad  works  is  like  sowing  good  or  bad  seed ;  and  that 
going  to  heaven  or  hell,  is  like  entljeriijir  what  we  have 
sown.  Now,  as  it  is  the  madness  of  unbelievers  to 
sow  wickedness,  aud  to  expect  a  crop  of  happiness  and 
glory  ;  so  it  is  the  wisdom  of  believers  to  sow  righte- 
ousness, expecting  to  '  reap  in  due  time  if  they  faint 
not.'  Nor  do  we  act  reasonably,  if  we  do  not  sow 
more  or  less  with  an  eye  to  reaping  :  For  if  reaping  be 
quite  out  of  the  question  with  Protectants,  they  may  as 
wisely  sow  chaff  on  a  fallow,  as  corn  iu  a  \i\au^nt4. 
field,    Hence  J  conclude,  that  a  believer  tutvj  o\ie-j,s.\A 


that,  if  he  be  judicious,  he  will  obey,  looking  both  to 
Jesus  and  to  the  rewards  of  obedience ;  and  that  tk 
more  we  ciin  lis  the  eye  of  his  faith,  npon  liU  '  exceed- 
ing great  reward,  and  his  great  recompense  of  reward,' 
the  more  he  will  '  abound  in  the  work  of  faith,  tie 
patience  of  hope,  und  tlie  labour  of  lore.' 

13.  St.  Paul's  conduct  with  respect  to  rewards,  wa; 
perfectly  consistent  with  hi."  doctrine.  I  hate  already 
observed,  he  wrote  to  the  Corinthian*,  that  he  so  '  ran 
and  so  fought,  as  to  obtain  an  incorruptible  crown;' 
and  it  is  well  known,  that  in  the  Olympic  games,  k 
which  he  alludes,  itli  rau  or  fought  with  an  eye  to  a 
prize,  a  reward,  or  aerown.  But  in  his  Epistle  to  Ibr 
1'lisiii'piaiis,  he  goes  still  farther  ;  for  he  represent?  life 
running  for  a  erowu  of  life,  his  pressing  after  reward* 
of  grace  am]  dory,  us  the  whole  of  his  business.  Hi- 
words  arc  remarkable  :  '  This  one  thing  I  do  ;  forget- 
ting those  tilings  which  are  behind,  and  reaching  font 
unto  those  things  which  are  before,  I  press  towards  the 
mark  for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in  Cbriti 
Jesus."  And  when  he  hud  just  ran  his  race  out,  be 
wrote  to  Timothy,  '  I  have  finished  my  course;  hente- 
fortli  there  is  laid  up  for  me,  [as  for  a  conqueror,]  i 
crown  of  righteousness,  which  the  Lord,  the  righteois 
Jadge,  shajl  give  uie  at  that  day'— the  great  day  of  re- 
tribution. As  for  St.  John,  when  he  was  perfected  it 
love,  we  find  him  as  "  mercenary"  as  St.  Paul ;  for  be 
writes  to  the  elect  lady,  and  to  her  believing  children, 
'  Look  to  yourselves,  that  we  lose  not  those  thinp 
which  we  have  wrought,  but  that  we  receive  a  fi" 

14.  When  1  read  such  scriptures,  I  wonder  at  these, 
who  are  so  wrapt  up  iu  the  pernicious  notion,  that  «r 
ought  not  to  work*  for  a  life  of  glory,  as  to  overtoot 
even  the  '  crown  of  life,'  with  which  God  will  n 
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those  who  are  '  faithful  unto  death.'  And  I  am  rtn- 
totiiahed  at  the  remains  of  my  own  unbelief,  which 
prevent  my  being  always  ravished  willi  ad  mi  ration  at 
the  thought  of  the  rewards  offered  to  fire  my  soul  into 
sciaphic  obedience.  An  idle  cijimtry-fdlnw,  who  rnus 
at  the  wakes  for  a  wretched  piac,  hiiiiiiirs  harder  in  his 
sportive  race  thai),  1  fear,  I  da  yet  in  some  of  my 
prayers  and  sermons.  A  sportsman,  for  the  pitifnl 
honour  of  coming  in  at  the  death  of  a  fox,  toils  more 
than  most  professors  do  in  the  pursuit  of  their  cor- 
ruptions. How  ought  confusion  to  cover  our  faces  ! 
Let  those  that  icfiiie  the  i;ospel,  [rlcry  in  (heir  shame  : 
Let  each  of  them  say,  "  I  thank  thee,  0  God,  that  1 
am  not  like  a  Papist,  or  like  that  Araviuian,  who  looks 
at  the  rewards  which  thou  hast  ^utilised  ;  I  deny  my- 
self, and  take  up  my  cross,  without  thinking  of  the 
joy  and  inwards  set  before  me,"  &c.  For  my  pari,  1 
desire  to  humble  niy-df  he  fore  t.'.m],  fur  having  so  long 
overlooked  the  '  exceeding  great  reward,'  and  the 
'  crown  of  life,"  premised  to  them  that  obey  him  ;  nud 
my  thoughts  shall  be  expressed  in  such  words  as 
these  :— 

"  Gracious  Lord,  if  '  he  that  vectlveth  a  prophet  in 
the  name  of  a  prophet  shall  have  a  prophet's  reward  ;' 
if  ■  our  light  affliction,'  when  it  is  patiently  endured, 

published  by  Gurncy,   (p.   1J&.)  that  great  preacher  bays. 
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■  worketh  fur  us  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eleruit 
weight  of  gloTy;'  If  thou  bast  said,  '  Do  good  and  lend, 
hoping  for  nothing  again  [from  man]  and  your  rewatj 
■ball  be  great,  and  je  shall  be  (he  children  of  (be 
Highest:'  If  thou  animates!  those,  who  are  persecuted 
lor  righteousness'  sake,  hy  this  promissory  exhorta- 
tion, '  Rejoice  anil  be  exceeding  glad,  for  great  is  your 
reward  in  li'avin  :'  Nay,  il"  ,i  cup  of  cold  water  01 
given  in  thy  name,  *  shall  in  no  wise  lose  its  reward  j' 
and  if  the  least  of  thy  rewards  is  a  smile  of  approba- 
tion ;  let  me  be  ready  to  go  round  the  world,  slionldst 
thou  call  we  to  it,  that  1  may  obtain  such  a  recom- 

"  Since  thou  hast  so  closely  connected  holiness  and 
happiness,  my  duty  and  thy  favours  :  '  Let  no  ni: 
guile  me  of  my  reward  in  a  voluntarily  hnmility,'  utr 
iufler  me  to  he  carried  about  with  every  wind  of  doc- 
trine by  the  sleight  of  men,'  and  '  cunning  craftiness, 
whereby  they  lie  in  wait  to  deceive.'  And  ■  whatso- 
ever my  hand  Glide  th  to  do,  help  me  to  do  it  with  nil  ui 
might;'  nut  only  lest  1  lose  my  reward,  but  also  loitl 
have  not  '  a  full  reward;'  lest  I  lose  a  beam  of  the 
light  of  thy  countenance,  or  a  degree  of  that  pccii- 
liar  likeness  and  nearness  to  thee,  with  which  thoi 
wilt  recompense  those  who  excel  in  virtue.  So  a 
equally  avoid  the  delusion  of  the  Pharisees,  wh 
peet  heaven  through  their  faithless  works;  and  tie 
error  of  Antiuomians,  who  hope  to  enter  into  thy 
glory  without  the  passport  of  the  works  of  faith. 

"  And  now,  Lord,  if  thy  servant  has  found  favour  i» 
thy  sight,  permit  him  to  urge  another  request ;  so  far  a 
thy  wisdom,  and  the  laws,  by  which  thy  free  g 
works  upon  free  agents,  will  permit;  incline  the  tri 
of  Papists  and  Protestants  to  receive  the  truth  as  ilk 
in  Jesus.  Let  uot  especially  this  plain  testimoi; 
borne  to  the  mauy  great  promises  which  thou  bat 
made,  and  to  the  astonishing  rewards  which  (hot 
oft'eresl  them  that  work  righteousness,  be  rejected  kf 
my  Calsiuist  brethren.  Itafyo^nn^M^bfiNaMUHg* 


thy  goodness,  and  despising  their  own  mercies,  under 
pretence  of  fighting  against  '  Artnininn  Errors,'  anil 
despising  '  Pelagian  Checks  to  the  Gospel.'  And  tuakr 
them  sensible  that  it  is  absurd,  to  decry  in  wold  the 
Pope's  pretensions  to  infallibly,  if  by  an  obstinate  re- 
fusal to  '  review  the  whole  affair,'  and  to  weigh  their 
supposed  orthodoxy  in  the  balances  of  reason  and  re- 
velation, they  in  fact  pretend  to  be  infallible  them- 
selves 5  and  thus,  instead  of  one  Catholic  Pontiff,  set 
up  ten  thousand  Protestant  Popes. 

"ThnD  knowest,  Lord,  that  many  of  them  love  thee  ; 
and  that,  (hough  they  disgrace  thy  gospel  by  their  doc- 
trinal peculiarities,  they  adorn  it  by  their  godly  conver- 
sation. O  endue  them  with  more  love  to  their  remon- 
strant brethren!  Give  them  and  me  that  charity  which 
'  behaveth  not  itself  unseemly,'  which  '  rejoice  th  Tiot 
in'  a  favourite  error, '  but  rejoiceth  in  the  truth,'  even 
when  it  is  advanced  by  our  opponents.  Thou  sees! , 
that  if  they  deery  true  holiness  and  good  works  a-; 
"  dung  and  dross,"  it  is  chiefly  for  fear  thy  glory  shonld 
be  obscured  by  onr  obedience.  Error  transformed  into 
an  anjel  of  light  has  deceived  them,  and  they  think  to 
do  I  bee  service  by  pmiuivatiniMhr  iltTcptinti.O  gracious 
God,  pardon  them  this  wrong.  They  '  do  it  ignovantiy 
in  unbelief ;' therefore  seal  not  up  their  mistake  with 
the  steal  of  thy  wrath  :  Let  them  yet  '  know  the  rrath,' 
and  let  the  truth  enlarge  their  hearts,  and  '  make  them 
free'  from  the  notion,  that  thou  art  not  '  loving  to 
every  man'  during  '  the  day  of  salvation,'  and  that 
there  is  neither  mercy  nor  Savionr  for  the  most  of 
'heir  ncii'libi'iir-,  even  duiini;  '  the  liivqited  time.' 

"  Above  all.  Lord,  if  they  cannot  defend  their  mis- 
takes, either  by  argument  or  by  scripture  cjnotcd  ac- 
cording to  the  contest,  and  the  obvious  tenor  of  thy 
sacred  oracles;  give  them  more  wisdom,  than  to  ex- 
pose any  longer  the  1'rotcst.mt  rcliuinn,  which  they 
thiuk  to  defend  ;  and  more  piety,  than  to  make  the 
men  of  the  world  abhor  thy  gospel,  «m&WltK$»HNS  *v^ 
name,  as  ftee-tliitikers  are  daily  teiwpteA  W  &o,  ^ftven. 
t5 


e,  that  those,  who  pretend  to  '  eialt  tlitt' 
most,  are  or  all  Protectant!  the  most  ready  to  disarm 
thy  eoapel  ofits  sanctions;  to  turn  thy  judicial  stc- 
teitces  iuto  frivolous descriptions ;  to  overlook  the  dic- 
tates of  reason  and  good  nature  ;  and  to  make  the 
jires*  groan    under    illogical  assertions,    anil   personil 

' '  Let  thy  servant  speak  once  move  :  Thou  knoweit, 
t>  Lord,  that  thy  power  being  ruy  helper,  I  wonld 
choose  to  die  rallier  than  wilfully  to  depreciate  till 
grace,  that  free  grace  of  thine  which  has  so  long  kept 
me  out  of  hell,  and  daily  gives  me  sweet  foretastes  of 
heaven.  And  now,  let  not  readers  of  a  Pharisaic  mm, 
mistake  what  I  have  advanced  iu  honour  of  the  worti 
of  faith,  and  In  that  Mean  build  themselves  up  in  their 
sid!'- righteous  delusion,  and  destructive  contempt  of  thy 
merits:  Help  them  to  cmii'idcr,  t'..  ;four  works  art 
rewardable,  it  is  because  thy  free  grace  makes  them  so; 
thy  Father  h.iving  innrd fully  accepted  our  persons  for 
thy  sake,  thy  Holy  Spirit  haying  gently  helped  ourin- 
lirmities,  thy  precious  blood  having  fully  atoned  for 
our  sins  and  impn-fivtioiis.  thy  inci-s^uit  i  i:i 
still  keeping  the  way  to  the  throne  of  grace  open  for 
lis,  and  our  poor  performances.  Suffer  not  one  of  the 
sous  of  virtuous  pride,  into  who-v  liaml.s  these  j-lurt: 
may  fall,  to  forget  that  ihuii  hast  annexed  '  the  reward 
of  the  inheritance'  to  the  assemblage  of  the  works  of 
faith,  or  to  '  patient  contiunancc  In  well-doing,'  and 
not  to  one  or  two  splendid  works  of  hypocrisy  done 
just  to  serve  a  worldly  turn,  or  to  bribe  »  disturbed  da* 
morons  conscience  ;  and  enable  them  so  to  feel  the  need 
of  thy  pardon  fur  pii::t  tr,in;/ircssi"n,  and  of  thy  power 
for  future  obedience,  that,  as  the  chased  hart  pauteili 
after  the  water- brooks,  so  their  awakened  souls  may 
long  after  Christ,  in  whom  the  penitent  find  be* 
liwistiuie  spring  of  righteousness  and  strength  ;  and 
to  whom,  with  thee  and  thy  eternal  Spirit,  be  for  ever 
ascribed  pr;u--e,  linuouv,  iuyI  glotv,  both  in  heaven  aod 
Spoil  earth— praise,  for  ftie  wwtan  <A  t£wo&,  it* 
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demption,  and  for  the  innumerable  displays  of  thy 
free  grace  unstained  by  free  wrath — honour,  for  be- 
stowing the  gracious  reward  of  an  heavenly  salvation 
upon  all  believers,  that  make  their  election  sure  *  by 
patient  continuance  in  well  doing* — and  glory  for  in- 
flicting the  just  punishment  of  infernal  damnation  upon 
all  that  neglect  so  great  salvation,  and  to  the  end  of  the 
accepted  time  dare  thy  vengeance  by  obstinate  continu- 
ance in  ill-doing." 


APPENDIX. 


Madeiev,  March    10,   1774. 

a  Mewl  lent  me  Mr.  Baxter's  Confeaim 
of  Faith,  printed  in  London,  1655.  The  third  part  of 
this  valuable  bonk  extendi  through  above  U0  large 
pages,  and  the  tide  of  that  long  section  runs  thm  :_ 
"The  Testimony  of  Ik-formed  Divines,  ascribiog  u 
much  to  Woika  as  I ;  and  many  of  them  delivering  the 
same  Doctrine."  He  produces  an  hundred  witnesses, 
some  of  whom  are  collective  bodies,  such  as  the  As- 
sembly of  Divines,  tin;  compilers,  of  the  Homilies  of  Che 
Church  of  England,  and  even  the  Synod  of  Don.  As 
the  Antmomiau  spirit  which  flamed  against  Baxter's 
Works  in  the  hint  century,  will  probably  sparkle  against 
the  preceding  Essay,  I  beg  leave  to  take  shelter  behiu 
that  great  man,  and  a  few  of  his  numerous  quotations. 
I  shall  cite  Duly  liaster's  page,  to  which  1  refer  those 
who  desire  to  see  the  original  of  his  Latin  .(notations, 
together  with  the  books,  chapters,  and  pages  of  the 

I'agc  312,  in'  'iiioiijj  ill'  follow  i si;,'  words  from  Bishop 
Daveuant :  "  As  no  man  nrviwtli  that  general  justifi- 
cation which  disrliai  lietli  from  the  guilt  of  all  foregoing 
sins,  but  on  the  concurrence  of  repentance,  faith, 
purpose  of  a  new  life,  and  other  actions  of  the  son 
kind;  so  uo  man  retaineth  a  state  free  from  guilt  in 
respect  of  following  sins,  hut  by  means  of  the 
aotious  of  believing  in  God,  calling  on  God,  mollifying 
the  flesh,  daily  lepenrtos  avii  awinnasjAin  Alls  -   - 


ttiinrnitted.  The  reason  why  all  these  are  required  on 
our  part,  is  this  ;  because  these  cannot  he  still  absent, 
but  their  opposites  will  be  present,  whieh  an  contrary 
to  the  nature  of  a  justified  man,— As  therefore  to  the 
I'unscri'atiou  of  natural  life  it  is  necessarily  required, 
that  a  man  carefully  avoid  fire,  water,  precipices,  poi- 
sons, and  other  things  destructive  to  the  health  of  the 
body  ;  so  to  the  conserving  of  npii-ituni  life,  it  is  uecea- 
sarily  required  that  a  man  avoid  incredulity,  inipeni- 
tency,  and  other  things  that  are  destructive  and  con- 
trary to  the  salvation  of  souls  ;  which  canuot  be 
avoided,  unless  the  opposite  and  contrary  actions  be 
exercised.  And  these  actions  do  not  conserve  the  life 
of  grace  propei  ly  mm]  of  themselves,  by  touching  the  very 
effect  of  conservation-,  bu:  improperly  and  by  accident, 
by  excluding  and  removing  the  cause  of  destruction;" 

Page  324,  Baiter  produces  these  words  of  the  same 
pious  Bishop  :  "  We  do  therefore  fight  against,  not  the 
bare  name  of  merit,  in  a  harmless  sense  frequently 
used  of  old  by  the  Fathers,  but  the  proud  and  false 
opinion  of  merit  of  coudkijitv,  Inimd't  lately  by  the 
Papists  into  the  Church  of  God." 

And  again,  (page  325,)  "  The  worts  of  the  regene- 
rate hare  an  ordinatiou  to  the  rewards  of  this  life  azid 
that  to  come.  (1.)  Because  God  hath  freely  promised 
(according  to  the  good  pleasure  of  his  will)  the  re- 
wards of  this  life  and  that  to  come,  to  the  good  works 
of  the  faithful  and  regenerate."  (1  Tim.  iv.  8;  Gal.  vi. 
8;  Matt.  xx.  B.) 

Page  323,  he  quotes  the  following  passage  from  Dr. 
Twiss,  "  It  lieth  on  all  the  elect  to  seek  salvation,  not 
only  by  faith,  but  by  works  also,  in  that  without  doubt 
salvation  is  to  be  given  by  way  of  inward,  whereby 
God  will  reward  not  only  our  faith,  hut  also  all  our 
good  works." 

Page  330  and  334,  he  quotes  Mclancthon  thus: — 
"  New  obedience  is  necessary  by  necessity  of  order  of 
the  cause  and  effect,  also  by  necessity  of  duty  or  com- 
mand, also  by  necessity  of  retaining  faith,  anil  wov&of, 
punish  men  M  temporal  and  eternal. — Car.4a.Vis  Maxwfti 
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upagainst  me  the  city,  and  also  Ibe  neighbour 
and  also  the  court  it-ell",  because  iiiexplainii 
(rovcrsy  of  justification  I  said,  that 
necessary  to  salvation," 

Page  360,  361,  he  quotes  these  words  of  Zanchius: 
"  Works  are  necessary,  (1.)  To  justify  ourfaitb  [coma 

Oeo]  before  God,  &c (2.J  They  are  necessary  to  lit 

obtaining  eternal  life,  &c—  (3.)  They  are  necessary  to 
inherit  justification  as  causes,  &c — (4.)  They  are  pro- 
fitable to  conserve  the  inn-case  of  fnitli  ;  also  to  pru- 
merit  of  God,  and  obtain  many  good  things  botli 
spiritual  and  corporal,  both  in  this  life  and  iti  another." 
The  words  of  Zanchius,  are  "  Opera  utilia  sunt,  f;c. 
ad  malla  bona  turn  fpirituatia  turn  corporalia,  tarn  in 
hac  vita  turn  in  alia  a  Deo  promerenda  et  ohtinetida," 
Zanch,  Tom.  6,  p.  787.  loc.  de  Jutt.  Fidei.  How  mnch 
more  tenderly  did  Mr.  Wesley  speak  of  merit  than  the 
orthodox  Zanchius,  whom  Mr.  Toplady  lias  lately 
rendered  famous  among  us !  I  hope,  that  if  this  gen- 
tleman ever  open  bis  favourite  boob  (o  the  above- 
quoted  page.  In:  will  drop  his  prejudices,  and  confess, 
that  his  dear  Zniirlnns  himself  nobly  contends  for  the 
Wesleyan  "  heresy." 

Page  4B2,  Baxter  concludes  his  book  by  praying  fur 
those,  who  ii;:i.l  nii.'.ie[.ic-eiired  him  to  the  world,  and 
obliged  hi;n  to  spend  so  much  time  in  vindicating  his 
doctrine.  1  most  heartily  join  him  in  the  last  paragraph 
of  his  prayer,  in  which  I  beg  the  reader  would  join  ns 
both.  "  Tin  l.unl  il  in  mi  [:::!(:  and  send  forth  some  mes- 
senger, that  may  acquaint  the  churches  with  that  true, 
middle,  reconciling  method  of theolu^ical  veritirs,irhich 
must  be  the  ine-in  uf  l„-,i!ii;.:;  i,nr  <H<-isinns,  Let  men  be 
raised  of  greater  sufficiency  for  this  work,  and  of  such 
blessed  accomplish  men  is  .is  shall  be  fit  to  cope  with  the 
power  of  prejudice  ;  and  let  the  fury  of  blind  contra- 
diction be  so  calmed,  that  Tsutii  may  have  oppor- 
tunity to  do  its  work." 
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Without  Faith  it  is  impossible  to  please  God.— Heb.  xl  6. 
Whatsoever  is  not  of  Faith  is  sin.— Rom.  xiv.  23. 
Faith,  if  it  hath  not  works,  is  dead,  being  alone. — James  ii*  17* 
Good   works     spring    out    necessarily    of    a    true   and    lively. 

faith.  -XII  Ar. 
In  Christ  Jesus,  Sp.,   nothing  availeth  but  faith,  which  worketh 

by  tow.— Gal.  v.  6. 
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RIGHT  HON.  THE  L'OrNTliSS  OF  HUNTINGDON. 


Because  I  think  it  my  duty  to  defend  the  works 
of  Faith  against  the  triumphant  errors  of  the  Soli- 
fidiaua,  some  of  yuiir  Ladv.-hip's  frieudi  conclude, 
that  I  am  an  enemy  to  the  doctrine  of  Salvation  by 
Fnilli,  anil  their  condusion  amount-  to  such  exclama- 
tions as  these  :  "  How  could  a  Lady,  so  zealous  for 
God's  glory  and  the  Redeemer's  grace,  commit  the. 
sopcrintendancy  of  a  srmiii'iry  of  (lit'jiis  learning  to  a 
man  that  opposes  the  fundamental  due  trine  of  Pro- 
testantism !  How  could  she  put  her  sheep  under  the 
care  of  such  a  wolf  in  sheep's  clothing  !"  This  con- 
clusion, my  Lady,  has  grieved  me  for  jour  sake  ;  and 
to  remove  the  blot  that  it  indirectly  fixes  upon  you, 
as  well  as  to  balance  ray  Scriptural  Estay  on  the 
RewitrdablenfS!  of 'the  Works  of  Faith,  I  publish,  and 
humbly  dedicate  to  your  Ladyship,  this  piece  of  my 
Equal  Check  to  Pharisaism  anil  Antinomianista.  May 
the  kindness,  which  enabled  yon  to  bear  for  years  with 
the  coarseness  of  my  ruiuistrntiuns,  incline  you  favour- 
ably to  receive  this  little  token  of  my  unfeigned,  atta&v- 
meutto  Protcsiantisni,  aud  of  my  lasting  xea^cA  to* 
your  Ladyship '. 
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Vour  aversion  to  all  that  looks  like  controvert,  a 
never  ninke  yon  think,  that  un   Equal  Check  w  1 
two  grand    delusions,    which     hare    crept  into  I 
Church,  is  needless  in  our  days.    I  flatter  myself,  urn* 
fore,   that   though   you  may  blame  toy  perform!*, 
you  wll!  approve  of  uiy  design.     And  indeed  whatra 
Christian  can  he  absolutely  neuter  in  this  cajitrovenv 
if  God  has  a  controversy  with    all    Pharisees  anil  :V> 
nonnans,  have  not  all   God's  children   a  contrum: 
with  Pharisaism  and  AtitinonriaDism? 
far  one,   my  Lady  ?    Do  you   not  check   in  print 
what  I  attempt  to  cluck  in   public?     Does  until 
religions  world  know,  llmt  you  abhor,  attack,  and  [* 
sue  Pharisaism    In  its  moat    artful  disguises  ?    Ai 
have  I   uot   frequently   heard    you   express,    in  ll» 
strongest  terms,  your  detestation   of  AutinomiauM;, 
and  lament  the  number  of  sleeping  proles* 
that  Delilah  rubs  of  their  strength  ?     Nor  would  jm. 
1  am  p«rsuaded,    my  Lady,  have   countenanced  It"      ; 
opposition,  which   was  made  against   the  Minutes,  M  :': 
your  commendable,    though    (as   it    appears   to  at.      J 
at  tlint  liiru'  (.ni]jri-i'ijjit:i!c  /cal  ajainst  Pharisaism,  ha 
not  preveuted    your   seeing,    that    they   contain  tit 
scripture  truths,  which  are  moat  fit  to  stop  the  rij>is 
progress  of  AntJnemianJHB. 

However,  if  you  slill  think,  my  Lady,  that  1  misiatr 
with  respect  to  the  importance  of  those  ||  ■  ii|M  ULlti—l 
you  know  I  am  not  mistaken,  when  I  declare  liefcit 
the  world,  that  a  powerful,  practical,  actually  savin? 
faith  is  the  only  faith  I  ever  heard  your  Ladyship  nr 
commeud,  as  worthy  to  be  contended  for.  Aud  «n 
long  as  you  plead  only  for  such  a  faith  ;  So  long  * 
yon  abhor  1  he  winter  faith  lhat  suves  the  Solilidu*' 
in  their  own  conceit,  while  they  commit  adulter?, 
murder,  and  incest,  if  they  choose  to  carry  Antin* 
mianism  to  such  a  dreadful  length]  so  long  as  )« 
are  afraid  to  maintain  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
that  the  evidence  and  comfort  of  justifying  faith  nuj 
indi'i'd  In.'  sa-peiuleil  h\  ;'m  ■,  Wi.  \\v.n  vW.  v'^ihtcousni'S' 
of  faith,  and  the  juaftftcaftmi  -«Wn\i  'v&»uthm:i*s!i\  \ 
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procures!  can  never  be  lost,  no  not  by  the  mast  enor- 
mous and  complicated  crimes  ;  whatever  diversity  there 
may  be  between  your  Ladyship's  sentiments  and  mine, 
it  can  never  be  fundamental.  1  preach  salvation  by  a 
faith  that  actually  works  by  obedient  love  :  And  your 
Ladyship  witnesses  salvation  by  an  actually  operative 
faith  :  Nor  can  I,  to  this  day,  see  any  material 
dillc-it'iiee  between  tho.-c  phrases  :  For  if  1  profess  a 
faitb  that  is  actually  operative,   1  cannot  with  propriety 

■  :'!    i  ■        .-..■l,.;..1;    ■  I    ■ 

with  decency  sacrifice  its  works  to  "  Aiitinemi;ii> 
dotages."* 

Permit  ine  also  to  observe,  that  the  grand  questions 
debated  between  uiy  opponents  and  mc,  are  not  (as  I 
fear  your  Ladiabip  :i|ijiidu:iids)  whether  Pharisaic 
merit  shall  eclipse  the  lledcciuer's  worthiness  ;  or, 
whether  the  doctrine  of  salvation  by  alive!;  faith  ?hall 
be  given  up  to  mere  moralists  :  1  no  more  plead  either 
(or  the  one  or  for  the  other,  than  I  do  for  placing  the 
I'reteuder  upon  the  British  throne,  and  for  sacrificing 
the  great  charter  to  arbitrary  power.  No,  my  Lady— 
What  we  contend  about  is  :  (1.)  Whether  Christ's 
law  ii  not  perfectly  consistent  with  his  blood:  (3.) 
Whether  we  are  to  set  him  at  nought  as  a  Prophet, 
a  King  and  a  Judge;  under  pretence  of  exalting  him 
as  a  Priest,  an  Advocate,  and  a  '  Surety  (if  the  better 
covenant,'  that  threatens  fallen  believers  with  a  'sorer 
|)imi.  liiiK'ji!.,'  than  that  which  was  inflicted  upon  the 
despisers  of  the  Mosaic  covenant. —  (3.)  Whether  the 
ei'anij'elicsl  worthiness  which  a  true  believer  really 
derives  from  Christ,  is  not  absolutely  necessary  to 
ttltafen  : — (4.J  Whether  snch  a  worthiness  is  not  as 
consistent  with  Christ's  original  and  paramount  merit, 
as  the  light  that  shines  in  your  apartment  is  con- 
sistent with  the  original  and  tran  seen  dan  t  brightness 
of  the  sun.— (5.)  Whether  that  faith  is  living,  which 
evidences  itself  by  gross  immoralities — (6.)  Whether 
it  is  not  rather  the  '  dead   faith  that  St.  James  ex- 

»  The  aunt  irfclch  FJml  gives  to  Dr.  Crisp's  raaO.t.ln.t'oev* 
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rlaimsagninst :— And  (7.)   Whether  the  Solifidians  4> 
not  set  op  the  ■  abomination  of  desolation  i: 
place,'    when  they  directly  or  *  indirectly  tea, -Ii,  &*■ 
believers  may   go  any  length  in   siu,   without  to-ini 
their  heavenly   thrones,  or  the  divine  favour:    T 
aiuan  may  have  the  justifying,  saving,  operative  fa 
whit-h  your   Ladyship  pleads  for,    while  he  adds  I* 
try  to  incontinence,  murder  to  adultery,  and  BHHM 
the  repeated   denial  of  Jesus  Christ :     That  fallen  be- 
lievers, who  have  returned  to  their   sins    '  as 
that  \r  washed  does  to  her  wallowing  in   the  mire, 
stand  immaculate  before  God  in  a   robe  of  imptitci 
righteousness,  even  while  they  '  ttirn  God's  ijrac 
lascmouiucss,  and  commit  ;ill  unt-leaiiness  with  greedi- 
ness:'    That   they   shall  all  infallibly   sing  in  haw 
in  consequence  of  their  must  grievous  falls  on  earth; 
and  that  a  kind  of  hypocritical,  lying  free  grace  is 
preached   to  all  sinners,  which    necessarily    sho 
most  of  them  under  the  absolute  free  wrath  of  a  God 
ever  merciless  towards  the  majority  of  mankind. 

Now,  my  Lady,  as  1  am  persuaded  that  yon  do  not 
admire  such  an  immoral  and  narrow  gospel :  Aj  I 
believe,  that  if  at  any  time  it  creeps  into  your  chapels, 
it  is  without  your  approbation,  under  the  mask  ol 
decency,  and  only  hy  the  means  of  the  specious  phruei 
of  free  gospel ,  electing,  everlasting  loee.JinUhed  talc*- 
lion,  and  free  diiliaguishimi  gr,tc:t  which,  according 
to  the  analogy  of  the  modish  faith,  sweetly  mite 
way  for  the  inseparable  and  bitter  doctrines  of  t 
confined  gospel  of  everlasting  hate,  reprobating  vnnttr- 
ciflilnesi,  finished  damnation,  and  free  riiitingvisbif 
tcrath  ,-  and  as  I  do  your  Ladyship  the  justice  w 
acknowledge,  that  your  most  earnest  desire  i< 
support  what  appears  to  you  a  free  and  iioly  gospel. 
at  the  e*pence  of  your  fortune,  life,  and  character  ;  ■ 


n  the  fourth  of  the  ft" 
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,  beg,  my  Lady,  you  will  also  do   me  the  justice  to 

^  believe,  that  if  I  oppose  the  Solifidiau-  gospel  of  the  day, 

g0  it  is  only  because  it  appears  to  me  a  confined  and 

j  unholy  gospel,  calculated  to  foster  the  Antinomianism 

^  of  Laodicean  believers,  and  to  render  Christ's  un- 

^  defiled  religion  contemptible  to    the  rational,  and 

^  execrable  to  the  moral  world.    If  you  grant  me  this 

.t  request,  I  shall  only  trouble  you  with  one  more,  which 

^  is,  to  believe,  that,  notwithstanding  ttfe  part  I  have 

^  taken  in  the  present  controversy,  I  remain,  with  my 

■ :  former  respect  and  devotedness, 

«>  My  Lady, 

Your  Ladyship's  most  obliged  and  obedient 

Servant  in  the  Gospel, 


it 

«) 

3: 

■* 

r 

1 
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J-  FLETCHER. 
Madejley,  March  12, 1774. 


INTRODUCTION. 

Exceedingly  50117  should  I  he,  if  the  testimony 
which  I  have  borne  to  the  necessity  of  good  works 
Caused  any  of  my  readers  to  do  the  worst  of  bad 
works,  that  is,  to  neglect  belk-i:ii,ij,:w\i\  tu  dqiendupon 
Some  of  the  external,  faithless  performances  which 
conceited  Pharisees  call  "  good  works ;"  and  by 
which  they  absurdly  think  to  make  amends  for  their 
sins,  to  purchase  the  Divine  favour,  to  set  aside  God's 
mercy,  and  to  supersede  Chil-l's  atoning  Hood. 
Therefore,  lest  some  an  wary  souls,  going  from  one 
extreme  to  the  other,  should  so  unfortunately  avoid 
Antinomianism,  as  to  run  upon  the  rocks,  which  are 
rendered  famous  by  the  destruction  of  the  Pharisees, 
I  shall  once  more  vindicate  the  fundamental,  Auti- 
phnrisaic  doctrine  of  salvation  by  faith  :  I  say  once 
more,  because  1  have  already  done  it  in  my  guarded 
sermon.  And  to  the  Scripture,  Arti.lv-.  and  Argu- 
ments produced  in  that  piece,  1  shall  now  add  rational 
and  yet  scriptural  observations,  which  together  with 
appeals  to  matter  of  fact  will,  1  hope,  soften  the  pre- 
judices of  judii:i<'!;-  luririit-rs  nsiaiu^t  :lif  doctrine  of 
faith,  and  reconcile  considerate  Solilidians  to  tfac. 
doctrine  of  works.  In  order  to  rtus,  ^  i«s\?p.  "™ 
feoerti  to  prove,  (hat  true  faith  istlic  oiity  \i\'Mrt,'s1fnv:\\ 
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can  possibly  bear  good  works ;  that  it  laws  in  tft 
rative  nature,  an  J  dies,  when  it  produces  them* 
and  that  it  as  much  surpasses  good  works  niini|ioilaw 
i'  the  motion  of  the  heart  does  all  other  bodily  mote 
Inquire  we  first  into  (he  nature  and  ground  uf  a>i 
ttith. 


A  Plain  Dpfluiiian  of  S-iring  Faith,   how 
thf  Gift  of  God,  and  ic/ielher  it  ii  in  oar 
neiievt. 

Wuat  u  Faith?  It  is  belining  fieartily,—Vthl\* 
saving  faith?  I  dare  not  say,  that  it  is  "btlMt 
heartily,  my  sins  are  forgiven  me  for  Christ's  : 
for  if  1  live  in  sin,  that  belief  is  a  destructive  ceuait 
and  not  saving  faith.  Neither  dare  I  say,  that " 
faith  is  only  a  sure  trust  and  coufideuce  that  Cbrif 
loved  me,  and  gave  himself  for  ine  ;"||  for,  if  1  " 
I  should  damn  almost  all  mankind  for  4000  yem 
Surh  definitions  of  saving  faith  are,  I  fear,  loo  nam* 
to  he  just,  and  too  unguarded  to  keep  out  Sol  hiding 
A  comparison  may  convince  my  readers  of  it. 
they  desired  me  to  define  man,  and  I  aaid,  ' 
a  rational  animal  that  lives  iu  France  in 
1774  ;"  would  they  not  ask  me,  whether  1  suppose,  *- 
the  rational  animals  that  lived  on  this  side  the  E 
Chanuel  in  1773,  were  brutes?  And  if  you  desired* 
know  what  I  mean  by  saving  faith,  and  I  replied:  it 
a  supernatural  belief,   lliat  Christ  has  a 

|  When  the  Church  of  Emjlmd,  and  Mr. 
particular  d.tii.ltlonj  of  faith,  it  Ii  plain,  thai 
■recording  to  tire  Chriitlan   diapfn.allon  ;    tt 
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for  my  sins  upon  the  cross  ;  Would  you  net  ask  rue , 
whether  Abraham,  the  father  of  the  faithful,  who 
would  have  believed  a  lie  if  lie  had  believed  this,  had 
only  damning  faith  ? 

To  avoid  therefore  such  mistakes  ;  to  contradict  tin 
scriptures  ;  to  put  no  black  mark  of  damnation  upon 
any  man,  that  in  any  nation  '  fears  God  and  works 
righteousness ;'  to  leave  no  room  for  Solifiuianlsui ; 
and  to  present  the  reader  with  a  definition  of  faith 
adequate  to  '  the  everlasting  gospel,'  1  would  choose  to 
say,  that  "justifying  or  saving  faith  is  helievin.i;  tin: 
saving  trntli  with  the  heart  unto  internal,  and  [as  we 
hare  opportunity]  unto  external  righteousness,  accord- 
ing to  our  light  and  dispensation."  To  St.  Paul's 
words,  (Rom.  x.  10,)  I  odd  the  epithets  ir. tern al  and 
external,  in  order  to  exclude,  according  to  1  John  iii. 
7,  8,  the  filthy  impulation,  under  which  fallen  believe:  s 
may,  if  we  credit  the  Autinomians,  commit  internal 
and  external  adultery,  mental  and  bodily  minder, 
without  the  least  reasonable  fear  of  endangering  their 
faith,  their  interest  in  God's  favour,  and  their  inamis- 
nible  title  to  a  throne  of  glory. 

But  "  how  is  faith  the  gift  of  God  ?"— Some  persons 
think,  that  faith  is  as  much  out  of  our  power,  as  the 
lightning  that  shoots  from  a  distant  cloud  ;  they  sup- 
pose, that  God  drives  sinners  to  the  fountain  of  Christ's 
blood,  as  irreiistibly  as  the  infernal  legion  drove  the 
herd  of  swine  into  the  sea  of  Galilee;  and  that  a  man 
passive  in  the  first  act  of  faith,  as  Jonah  was  in 
t  of  the  fish,  which  cast  him  upon  the  shore. 
,  the  absurd  plea  of  many,  who  lay  fiist  hold  on 
irns  of  the  devil's  altar,  unbelief,  and  cry  out, 
can   no   more   believe,  than    we  can   make  a 

I  call  this  au  absurd  plea  for  several  reasons :  (1.) 
Il  supposes,  that  when '  God  commands  all  uvea  every 
o  repent,  and  to  believe  the  gospel,'  ha  coin- 
mauds  them  to  do  what  is  as  impossible  XQ  \\\evn  is  "Out 
'iing  of  i  new  world. — (2.)  It  bup\)Ot,e5,  ft**  ftw. 
is  of  [he  covenant  of  grace  are  muA  Ywi'&et  ftwa. 
X 


:.  II, 


478  EQUAL   CHECK.  [HIT 

the  terms  of  the  coveuantof  works.  For  the  old  cut* 
uant  required  only  perfect  human  obedience :  Bit  lb 
new  covenant  requires  of  as  the  work  of  an  Almighty 
God,  i.  e.,  bettering ;  a  work  this,  which,  upon  tk 
scheme  I  oppose,  is  as  impossible  to  us  at  tk 
creation  of  a  world*  in  which  we  can  never  hare  a 
hand. — (3.)  It  supposes,  that  the  promise  of  salvatks 
being  suspended  upon  believing,  a  thing  as  impractk* 
ble  to  us  as  the  making  of  a  new  world,  we  shall  u 
infallibly  be  damned  if  God  do  not  believe  forns,* 
we  should  be,  if  we  were  required  to  make  a  world 
on  pain  of  damnation,  and  God  would  not  make  its 
our  place. — (4.)  It  supposes,  that  believing  is  a  wort 
which  belongs  to  God  alone :  For  no  man  in  his  senses 
can  doubt  but  creatiug  a  world,  or  its  tantamount} 
believing,  is  a  work  which  none  but  God  can  manage. 
— (5.)  It  supposes,  that  (if  he,  who  believetA  not  tk 
divine  record,  makes  God  a  liar,  and  shall  be  damned^ 
whenever  unbelievers  are  called  upon  to  believe,  asd 
God  refuses  them  the  power  to  do  it,  he  as  much 
forces  them  to  make  him  a  liar  and  to  be  damned,  asthe 
king  would  force  me  to  give  him  the  lie,  and  to  be 
hanged,  if  he  put  me  in  circumstances  where  IconM 
have  no  chance  of  avoiding  that  crime  and  punishment, 
but  by  submitting  to  the  alternative  of  creating  a  world. 
— (6.)  It  supposes,  that  when  Christ '  marvelled  at  the 
unbelief  of  the  Jews,'  he  shewed  as  little  wisdom  as  I 
should,  were  1  to  marvel  at  a  mau  for  not  creatiug  three 
w  orlds  as  quickly  as  a  believer  can  say  the  three  creeds* 
—  (7.)  That  when  Christ  reproved  his  disciples  for 
their  unbelief,  he  acted  more  unreasonably,  than  if  he 
had  rebuked  them  for  not  adding  a  new  star  to  every 
constellation  in  heaven. — (8.)  That  to  exhort  people  to 
'  continue  in  the  faith,'  is  to  exhort  them  to  something 
as  dilh'cult,as  to  continue  creating  worlds. — And  Lastly, 
That  when  Christ  fixes  our  damnation  upon  unbelief, 
(see  Mark  xvi.  16,  and  Johu  iii.  18,)  he  acts  far  more 
tyranuically  than  the  kiug  would  do,  if  he  issued  out  a 
proclamation  inform\n£  *W  Yv\a  votafcrta,  that  whoso- 
ever >.h:ill  not, by  such  a  \\rns,  rav&fc  *>»w  y&ko-\>«^% 
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tie   British  seas,  shall   be  infallibly  pot  to  the  niost 
sinful  and  lingering  death. 

Having  thus  exposed  the  erroneous  sense,  in  which 
ouie  people  suppose  that '  filth  is  the  gift  of  God  ;'  I 
jeg  leave  to  mention  in  what  sense  it  appears  to  me  to 
tte  so.  Believing  is  the  gift  of  God's  grace,  as  culti- 
vating the  root  of  a  rare  flower  given  you,  or  raisiuff  » 
rropofcorniti  your  field,  is  the  sift  of  God's  providence. 
—Believing  is  the  gift  of  the  God  of  grace,  as  breathing, 
moving,  and  eating,  arc  the  gifts  of  the  God  of  nature. 
He  gives  me  lungs  and  air,  that  1  may  breathe  :  He 
(rivea  me  life  and  muscles,  that  1  may  move;  he  bestows 
qpon  me  food,  and  a  mouth,  that  I  may  eat ;  and  when 
]  have  no  stomach,  he  gives  me  common  sense  to  see 
I  must  die,  or  force  myself  to  take  some  nourishment 
or  some  medicine  :  But  lie  neither  b  teat  lies,  moves, 
uor  eats  for  me  ;  nay,  whey  1  think  proper,  1  can  acce- 
lerate my  breathing,  motion,  and  eating  5  nnd.if  I  please 
I  may  even  fast,  lie  down,  or  hang  myself,  and  hy  that 
mean  put  an  end  to  my  eiiting,  mining,  und  breathing, 
—Once  more,  Faith  is  the  gift  of  God  to  believers,  as 
sight  is  to  you.  The  Parent  of  good  freely  give?  yoti 
the  light  of  the  sun,  and  organs  proper  to  receive  it  1 
He  places  yon  in  a  world,  ivlnuf  thai  light  visits  you 
daily  :  He  apprizes  you,  that  sight  is  conducive  to  your 
safety,  pleasure,  and  profit;  and  every  thing  around 
you  bids  you  use  your  eyes  and  see  :  Nevertheless  yon 
tnay  not  only  drop  your  currams,  ami  I'Mitignisti  your 
candle,  but  close  voilv  eyes  also.  This  is  exactly  the 
case  with  regard  to  faith.  Free  grace  removes  (in  partj 
the  total  blind  in- .•-.  which  Adam's  fall  brought  upon 
us  :  Free  grace  gently  sends  us  some  beams  of  truth, 
which  Is  the  light  of  the  '  Sun  of  righteousness;'  il 
disposes  the  eyes  of  our  understanding  10  see  those 
beams  ;  it  excites  us  v.n-inus  ways  to  welcome  them; 
it  lik-s-i: ;  us  with  many,  pi  1  haps  with  all  the  means  of 
faith,  such  as  opportunities.  10  dear,  read,  inquire  ;  and 
power  to  consider,  assent,  cunsent,  resolve,  and.  «.- 
-esoh-e  to  believe  the  truth.  But,  after  »\\,\wAW™,  v* 
is  much  oar  on  11  act  as  seeing:  We  raav,  vow  ui  geowS 
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do,  -ii-|'.  ml ,  or  oniit  the  act  of  faith  ;  especially  wlicn 
that  act  is  not  yet  become  habitual,  anil  when  the  glar- 
ing light,  thai  sometimes  accompanies  the  revelation 
nf  the  truth,  is  abated.  Nay,  we  mar  imitate  Pharaoh, 
Jndaj,  and  all  reprobates;  we  may  do  by  the  ey«  ot 
out  faith,  what  aw  report  that  Deniocritus  did  b; 
his  bodily  eyes.  Heing  tired  of  seeing  the  follies  d 
mankind,  to  rid  himself  of  that  disagreeable  sight,  hf 
put  his  eyes  out:  We  may  he  so  averse  from  • 
)ii;!it  which  enlightens  every  man  that  comes  into 
world,'  we  may  so  dread  it  because  our  works  are  evil, 
at  to  exemplify,  like  the  Pharisees,  sncli  awful  dcclanf 
tioiis  as  these  :  '  Their  eyes  have  they  closed,  lest  (fcej 
should  see,  4c. — wherefore  Cod  gave  tlieni  up 
reprobate   mind,' and  '  they  were  blinded.' 

When  St.  Paul  says,  that  Christians  "  believe  at 
inj  to  the  working  of  God's  mighty  power,  which  be 
wrought  in  Christ,  when  he  raked  him  from  the  dead;' 
he  chiefly  alludes  to  the  resurrection  of  Christ,  and  flu 
outpouring  of  the  Holy  Ghost ;  the  former  of  l! 
wonders  being  the  great  ground  and  ohjrct  of  tit 
Christian  faith,  sin!  the  latter  displaying  the  $re»t  j» 
vilege  of  [lie  Christian  dispensation.  To  suppose  then 
fore,  'hat  nobody  savingly  believes,  who  does  not 
believe  according  to  an  actual,  overwhelming  display 
of  God's  almighty  power,  is  as  uiiscripmral  as  to  miis- 
tain,  that  God's  people  no  longer  believe,  than  he  fwta* 
ally  repeats  the  wonders  of  Easter-day,  and  of  the  di 
uf  Pentecost.  Is  it  not  clear,  that  the  apostle  had  ■ 
inch  notion  a  when  he  wrote  to  the  Corinthians?  ' 
declare  unto  yon  the  gospel,  which  1  preached  untoyo* 
which  you  hare  received  ;  wherein  ye  stand  ;  by  whlca 
also  ye  are  saved,  if  ye  keep  in  memory — [if  ye  I»M 
fast,  as  the  origiual  means]  what  I  preached  nnto  jw, 
unless  ye  have  bcliev-ed  in  vain.  For  I  declared  mm 
you,  Ice,  that  Christ  died  for  our  sins,  that  he  w» 
buried,  and  that  he  rose  again  according  te>  the  scrip- 
tures, &c,  so  we  oveach,  and  so  ye  believed.'  Agai", 
how  plain  is  the  act-out*.,  tawAoii  Voti***  WVi  (art- 
runner  give  us  of  faXfll  vtui  MiYi<iv*U  *  N  vSu, -^  ^ 


what  we  do  know,  and  testify  what  we  have  seen,  and 
ye  receive  not  our  wituess.— What  he  [Christ]  hath 
»eeu  and  heard,  tliiit  he  testifir-th,  and  no  man  [compa- 
ratively] received)  his  testimony  ;  but  he  that  hath  re- 
ceived his  testimony,  hath  set  to  his  seal  that  God  13  true.' 
Two  things  have  chiefly  given  room  to  our  mistakes, 
respecting  the  strange  impossibility  of  believing  :  The 
first  is  our  toufonudiug  the  truths,  which  characterize 
the  several  gospel-dispensations.  We  see.  for  example, 
that  a  poor  besotted  drunkard,  an  over-reaching  greedy 
tradesman,  a  rich  sceptical  epienre,  and  a  proud,  ambi- 
tion? courtier,  have  no  more  taste  for  '  the  gospel  of 
Christ,'  than  a  horse  and  a  mnlc  have  for  the  high- 
seasoned  dishes  that  crown  a  royal  table.  An  immense 
gulf  is  lised  between  thtm,  and  the  Christian  faith. 
In  their  present  state  they  can  110  more  believe  '  with 
their  heart  unto  righteousness  in  Christ,'  than  an  un- 
born infant  can  become  a  man  without  passing  through 
infancy  and  youth.  But,  although  they  cannot  yet 
believe  savingly  in  Christ,  may  they  nut  believe  in  Gotl 
according  to  the  import  of  our  Lord's  words,  '  Ye 
believe  in  God,  believe  also  in  me.1'  If  the  Pharisees 
could  not  believe  in  Christ,  it  was  not  because  God 
never  gave  them  a  power  equal  to  that  which  created 
the  world  ;  but,  because  they  were  practical  Atheists, 
who  actually  rejected  the  morning  light  of  the  Jewish 
dispensation,  and  by  that  mean  absolutely  unfitted 
themselves  for  the  meridian  light  of  the  Christian  dis- 
pensation. This  is  evident  from  our  Lord's  own 
irords  [  '  I  know  you,  that  ye  have  not  the  love  of  God, 
[or  a  regard  for  God]  in  you.  I  come  in  my  Father's 
Dame,  and  ye  receive  me  not,  [though  ye  might  do  it ; 
tor,]  if  another  shall  come  in  his  own  name,  him  yc 
will  receive.  How  can  ye  believe,  who  icccire  honour 
one  of  another  ?  &c.  There  is  one  that  accuseth  you, 
even  Moses,  In  whom  ye  trust.  For,  had  ye  believed 
Moses,  [and  submitted  to  his  dispensation,]  yc  would 
have  believed  uie,  [and  submitted  to]  my  gospel.  Bin. 
if  ye  believe  not  his  writings,  how  sA'iVl  ^B  Wwre  to-j 
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The  second  canse  of  our  mistake  about  the  in 
biliry  of  believing  now ,  is  [he  confounding  of  fa. 
ltd  fruits  and  rewards  ;  which  nattimllv  Ii 
think,  (hat  we  cannot  believe,  or  that  our  faith  in  <tm. 
till  those  rewards  and  fruits  appear.  But  is  not  this 
being  ingenious  lo  make  the  worst  of  tilings  J 
Abraham  no  faith  in  God's  promise,  till  Isaa 
born?  Was  Sarah  a  damnable  unbeliever,  till  shcfdl 
the  long-expected  fruit  of  her  womb  stir  there  ?  Hi 
the  woman  of  Canaan  no  faith,  lil!  our  Lord  giaur 
her  reonest,  and  cried  out,  '  O  woman,  great  is  t* 
faith,  let  it  be  done  unto  thee  even  a;  thou.  Hilt  ?'  Wi 
the  Centurion  an  Infidel,  till  Christ  '  marvelled  at  tii 
faith,' ami  declared  "he  had  not  found  such  faith, to 
not  io  Israel?*  Was  Peter  faithless,  till  his  masici  :iiJ. 
'Blessed  art  thoo,  Simon  Bar-Jonah,"  &c?  Did  the 
weeping  penitent  begin  to  believe  only  whetiC'hristnkl 
to  her,  *  Go  in  pence,  thy  faith  hath  saved  thee  ?' 
had  the  apostles  no  faith  in  '  the  promise  of  the 
Father,'  till  their  heads  were  actually  crowned  n" 
celestial  lire  ?  Should  we  not  distinguish  between  wt 
sealing  the  truth  of  our  dispensation  with  the  sett  «( 
our  faith,  according  to  our  present  light  and  ability. 
»ud  God's  sealing  the  truth  of  our  faith  with  the  Mil 
of  his  power,  or  actually  rewarding  us  by  the  staut  of 
sonie  eminent  and  uncommon  blcssiug  ? — To  believe  is 
oltk.  part ;  to  make  '  signs  follow  them  that  believe'  b 
God's  part ;  and  because  we  cnu  no  more  do  God'f 
part  than  we  can  make  a  world,  is  it  agreeable  citbu 
to  scripture  or  reason  to  conclude,  that  doing  our  part 
is  equally  difficult  ?  Can  you  find  one  single  it: 
in  the  scriptures  of  a  soul  willing  to  believe,  am 
lutely  unable  to  do  it  ?  From  these  two  scriptures, 
<  Lord,  increase  our  faith  ; — Lord,  I  believe,  help  ih 
my  unbelief,' can  you  justly  infer,  that  the  prayini 
disciples  and  the  distressed  father  had  no  power  to 
believe?  Do  not  their  winds  evidence  just  the  eon- 
trary  ?  That  we  cannot  believe,  any  more  thnu  we  en 
eat,  without  the  he\p  bv.6.  uuwm  u\  *i«d,U  what  « 
arc  all  agreed  upon  -,  \iwt  Anna  <lV\»  \wi«\taa\^iw* 


that  the  help  and  power,  by  which  w 

ont  of  the  reach  of  willing  souls,  as  the  Kelp  and  power 

to  make  a  world  ? 

Such  scriptures  as  these,  '  Unto  yon  it  Is  given  to 
believe—  A  man  can  receive  twining,  except  it  be  given 
him  from  above— No  man  can  come  unto  me  except 
the  Father  draw  him— Every  good  gift  [and  of  course 
that  of  faith]  cometh  from  the  Father  of  lights.'— Such 
scriptures,  I  say,  secure  indeed  the  honour  of  free 
grace,  bnt  do  not  destroy  the  power  of  free  agency. 
To  us,  that  freely  believe  in  a  holy,  righteous  God.lt 
is  given  freely  to  believe  in  a  gracious  bleeding  Sa- 
viour ;  because  the  sick  alone  '  have  need  of  a  physi- 
cian ;'  and  none  but  those  who  believe  in  God,  can 
seethe  need  of  an  advocate  with  him.  Bnt  ought  we 
from  hence  to  conclude,  that  our  unbelieving  neigh- 
boursare  necessarily  debarred  from  '  believing  in  God  ?' 
When  oui  Lord  paid  (y  (lie  iniU'licvii;/  Jews,  (hat  they 
could  not  believe  in  him,  did  he  not  speak  nf  a  moral 
impolency— an  im  potency  of  their  own  making?  I  ask 
it  again.  If  they  obstinately  n-.-isted  the  light  of  their 
inferior  dispensation;  if  they  were  none  of  Christ's 
Jewish  sheep,  how  could  they  lie  hi*  Christian  sheep  ? 
If  an  obstinate  boy  sels  li:m«eli' against  learnini;  Mie 
letters,  how  can  he  ever  learn  to  read  ?  If  a  stubborn 
Jew  stiffly  opposes  the  law  of  Moses,  how  can  he  sub- 
mit to  the  law  of  Christ  ?  Is  it  not  strange  that  some 
good  people  should  leap  into  reprobation,  rather  than 
admit  so  obvious  a  solution  of  this  little  difficulty  ? 

From  the  above-mentioned  texts  we  have  then  no 
more  reanon  to  infer,  that  God  forces  believers  to  le- 
lieve,  or  that  he  believes  for  them,  than  to  conclude 
that  Qod  constrains  diligent  tradesmen  to  get-money, 
or  get!  it  for  them,  because  it  is  said,  '  We  are  not 
sufficient  to  think  any  thing  as  of  ourselves,  but  our 
sufficiency  is  of  God— who  gives  us  all  thing*  richly  to 
enjoy, — Hemeiuber  the  Lord  thy  God,  for  it  is  he  that 
giveth  thee  power  to  get  wealth.' 

From  the  whole  I  conclude,  that,  so  Vnra,Ki  '  *Cwt 
accepted  time,'  and  '  the  day  of   salvatliov,;  c 
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nil  sinners  who  hare  not  jet  finally  hardened 
■cites,  umy  day  and  night  (through  the  help  and  powet 
of  the  general  light  of  Christ's  '  saving  grace,' men- 
tioncd  John  i.  9,  and  Tit.  ii.  LI,)  receive  some  trait 
belonging  to  the  everlasting  go»pel  ;  though  it  should 
be  only  this  i  "  There  is  a  God,  who  will  calf  us  to  so 
account  for  our  sins,  and  who  spares  us  to  break  them 
off  by  repentance."  And  their  cordial  believing  ■■; 
this  truth,  would  make  way  for  their  receiving  lit 
higher  ir  11  liit,  that  staud  between  tlieru  and  the  tup  of 
the  mysterious  ladder  of  truth.  I  grant,  it  is  iinpoyi- 
hle  they  should  leap  at  ouce  to  the  middle,  much  leu 
to  the  highest  round  oftheladder:  But  if  the  foot  of 
it  is  upon  earth, in  the  very  nature  of  things,  Iheloweil 
step  Is  within  their  reach,  anil  by  laying  hold  on  it, 
they  may  go  on  '  from  faith  to  faith,'  till  they  stand 
firm  even  in  tlie  Christian  faith  ;  if  distinguishing  grace 
Iras  elected  thetn  to  hear  the  Christian  gospel.  The  mo* 
sudden  conversions  imply  this  gradual  transition.  At 
iu  the  very  nature  of  things,  when  *  the  Spirit  of  lit 
l.oid  caught  away  Philip*  from  the  Eunuch,  and  trans- 
ported liiui  to  Azotus,  he  made  Philip's  body  rafWty 
measure  all  the  distance  between  the  wilderness  oil 
Gaza  and  Azottu:  So,  wheuhe  ludped  the  1'hilippian 
Jailor  from  the  gates  of  bell  to  the  gates  of  heaven  iu 
oue  night,  he  made  hiiu  rapidly  pass  through  the  feat 
of  God,  the  dread  of  his  justice,  and  the  pangs  of  peni- 
tential desires  after  salvation,  before  he  entered  inlu 
the  joyous  rest,  that  remains  for  those  that  heartily 
believe  iu  Christ.  Nor  is  this  quick,  though  gradual, 
transition  from  midnight  darkness  to  noon-day  light, 
an  unintelligible  mystery  ;  since  we  are  witnesses  of  a 
similar  event  every  revolving  day.  The  vegetable  and 
the  animal  world  help  us  likewise  to  understand  the 
nature  of  sudden  conversions.  Every  philosopher 
knows,  that  a  mushroom  passes  through  almost  as 
many  stages  of  the  vegetative  life  in  sin  hours,  as  ai 
oak  does  in  two  hundred  years  :  And  those  aniruakalc 
that  frislt  into  life  in  rtis  uuHuiu^adtt-mnier'a  day, 
propagate  their  species  at. w«»,»i>Sa»'ii««e«4, 


and  dead  at  sis,  measure  the  length  of  animal  life  a; 
really  a?  Methuselah  did  in  lib  millennium. 


Savins  Truth  is  the  object  of  Sailing  Faith  i  tvhttl 
Truth  it,  and  ichal  great  things  are  spakenefit. 
Our  salvation  turns  upon  it. 

It  appears  by  the  preceding  section,  thai  saving 
TRUTH  is  the  giom.il  and  object  of  saving  Faith  ;  bnt 
*'  What  is  Truth  ?" — This  is  the  awful  question,  that 
Pilate  once  asked  of  Him,  who  was  best  able  to  answer 
it.  But  alas  !  Pilate  was  in  such  haste  through  the 
lying  fear  of  ;nan,  that  ho  did  not  stayfor  an  answer. 
May  1  venture  to  give  oue. — Tni/m  is  spiritual  sub- 
stance; and  a  Lrc,  spiritual  ehadow.  Truth  is  spiritual 
light;  and  a  Lie,  spiritual  darkness.  Truth  is  the 
root  of  all  virtue,  and  a  Lie  is  the  root  of  all  nice. 
Troth  is  the  celestial  tincture,  that  makes  spirit;  good  ; 
and  a  Lie,  the  infernal  tincture  that  makes  thetu  evil. 
A  Lie  is  nearly  related  to  the  devil,  as  infection  lo  one 
that  has  the  plague,  or  opacity  to  the  earth  ;  and  Truth 
is  as  nearly  related  to  God,  as  fragrancy  to  burning 
incense,  and  light  to  the  unclouded  sun. 

According  to  this  definition  of  Truth  and  Error,  may 
we  not  give  plain  and  scriptural  answers  to  some  of  the 
deepest  questions  in  the  world  ?  What  is  God  >  The 
reverse  of  '  the  prince  of  darkness,'  and  of  the'  father 
of  lies  •'  He  is 'the  Father  of  lights,'  and  '  the  God  of 
Truth  ;'  He  '  is  Light,  and  in  him  is  uo  darkness  at  all.' 
— What  is  Christ  ?  He  is  *  the  brightness  of  his  Father's 
glory;  alight;  a  great  light  to  them  that  dwell  in  the 
shadow  of  death.'  He  is '  the  Truth  ;  the  true  Witness ; 
the  Truth  itself;  Emmanuel,  God  with  us,  full  of  grace 
and  Truth.1— What  is  the  Holy  Cihust  I  •  Vok  %V&&  n% 
Truth:'  Yen,  says  St.  John,  *  the  SpMtUTrafin.?  W^ 
hails  into  all  Truth.'— What  is  Satan  »    '  T\\e  5\»vf*> 
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of  error,'  that  'abode  not  in  the  Truth;  in  ita 
there  ]-■  no  Truth,'  and  who  '  deceives  the  ostium 
which  ue  in  the  four  quarters  of  the    earth." 

Austin,  What  Is  the  gospel? 'The  word  of  Truth,  th 
nurd  ill  God,  the  word  of  faith,  the  word  of  the  tins- 
iloiu,  the  word  of  life,  and  the  word  of  salvation.1' 
What  are  gospel-ministers  ?  Men  that '  bear  "itnw 
to  the  Truth;'  that  '  rightly  divide  the  word  of  Trail;' 
that  are  'fellow-helpers  to  the  Truth;'  that '  spat 
forth  the  words  of  Truth  ;*  and  '  ate  valiant  for  tb 
Truth   upon  the  earth.' — What  is.  the  preaching  oftlit 

e«jicl  ?  '  The  manifestation  af  the  Truth.' — What  U  ii 
believe  the  gospel  ?  It  is  to  '  receive  the  kuowledf 
of  the  Truth  ;'  to  '  receive  the  love  of  the  Troth ;"  li 
to'  obey  the  Truth.'— What  is  it  to  mistake  the  gospel' 
It  is  to  '  err  from  the  Troth  ;'  to  '  turn  after  fablts;' 
and  to  *  give  heed  t<i  seducing  spirits,  and  doctrines  ut 
devils.' — What  is  the  church  !  '  The  pillar  andgronwi 
of  Truth,  against  which  tbc  gates  of  hell  shall  not  pit- 
vail.' — What  ts  the  first  fruit  of  sincere  repentasci: 
■  The  acknowledging  of  the  Truth.' — What  are  beuff- 
l'is  ?  Persons  that  are  *  chosen  to  salvation  throng 
the  [uunecessitated]  belief  of  the  Truth  ;'  that 'art  «f 
the  Truth  ;'  that  '  know  the  Truth  ;'  that  have  '  ttt 
Truth  in  their  inward  parts  ;'  that  have  '  a  good  report 
.if  the  Truth  ;  in  whom  dwells  the  Truth  ;  who  bstt 
been  taught  the  Truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus  ;  in  whom  is  tht 
Truth  of  Christ;  who  have  purified  their  souls  by  obey- 
ing the  Truth  ;'  and  '  walk  in  the  Truth." — WhatiR 
unstable  souls  ?  People  '  ever  learning,  and  uever  ibit 
to  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Truth,"  with  whea 
•  the  Truth  of  the  gospel  does  not  continue,'  and  wto 
ate  wilfully  '  bewitched,  tlitit  they  should  not  obey  the 
Truth. '—What  are  obstinate  unbelievers?  *  Msael 
corrupt  minds,  destitute  of  the  Truth  ;  unreasonable 
ineu,"  that  '  resist  the  Truth ;"  that  ■  glory  and  lit 
against  the  Truth  ;'  that '  walk  in  darkness,  and  do  atf 
the  Truth." — What  are  apostates  ?  Men  that  '  ii» 
wilfully  after  toes  Wvc  teceViei^t  knowledge  of  tht 
Truth,"  and  instead  <rf  Te^eaCvit, '  e»™.v ■Cx1t\j«*&& 
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the  covenant,  wherewith  they  were  sanctified,  annn- 
holy  thing."— What  are  perfect  men  in  Christ  ?  Men 
that  are  '  established  in  the  present  Truth,'  i.e.,  in  the 
Truth  revealed  gutter  the  Christian  dispensation,  and 
that  can  do  nothing  against  the  Truth,  but  Tor  the 
Trmh. 

If  all  tarns  thus  upon  Truth,  and  if  Truth  Is  at  once 
spiritual  li^ht,  and  the  object  of  saving  faith,  it  follows - 
(1.)  That  to  walk  in  the  Troth,  to  wait  in  the  light, 
and  to  walk  by  faith,  are  phrases  of  the  same  import. 
—  (2.)  That  to  be  converted,  is  tone 'turned  fro ni dark- 
ness to  Light,'  that  is,  from  the  practical  belief  of  a  lie 
to  the  practical 'belief  of  the  Truth;'  or,  as  St.  Paul 
expresses  it, '  from  the  power  of  Satan  unto  God  ;'Anri 
(3.)  That  the  chief  business  of  the  tempter,  is  to  '  take 
the  word  of  Troth  out  of  our  heart",  lest  wc  should 
believe  and  be  saved ;'  or,  in  other  terms,  to  '  blind 
our  minds,  lest  the  light  of  the  glorious  gospel  of 
Christ  should   shine  unto  us.' 

If  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Truth,  the  Light,  the  Life,  and 
die  Word,  that '  was  in  the  beginning  with  God,  and 
was  God  ;'  the  Word, '  by  which  ail  things  were  made,' 
and  are  preserved — If  he  is  '  the  Light,  that  shineth  in 
darkness,'  even  when  the  darkness  comprehendeth  it 
not" — If  '  he  is  the  true  Light,  which  lightech  every 
man,  that  cometh  into  the  world,'  while  the  day  of 
salvation  lasts — If  lie  is  the  archetype,  the  eternal,  liv- 
iig  pattern  of  all  saving  Truth— If  he  is  the  essential, 
almighty  Word,  from  whom  rerenled  Truth,  and  the 
Word  of  onr  salvation,  flow  as  constantly,  as  light  and 
heat  from  the  suu  :  Do  we  not  alight  him,  and  despise 
eternal  life  ;  when  we  slight  the  Truth ,  and  despise  the 
Word  ?  And  may  not  the  great  things  spoken  of  the 
Word,  confirm  what  has  been  said  of  the  Truth,  and 
help  us  to  answer  the  questions  already  proposed  in  a 
manner  equally  scriptural  and  conclusive  ! 

Not  forgetting  that  there  is  such  a  thing  as'theWord 
nigh,  the  Word  behind'  us,  the  '  still  small  voice,'  and 
'  the  word  of  that  grace,  which  has  (tp\ro.T<c&  vmvo  a\\ 
men,  leaching  them  to  deny  worulj  \usW,  ao4vo1£w<; 
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«oberly,'4o.  I  ask:  What  are  ,v 
who  •  bear  record  .if  the  word  of  God,'  aud  '  beat  *il- 
ncss  of  ili.-  light,  that  all  men  may  believe  :' '  Sort! 
that  sow  tlje  word  of  ihe  kingdom  :  Holding  fi>rth*t 
word  of  Ijfe.'  What  are  false  apostles?  Met,  tin 
'  corrupt  tlie  word  of  God,'  that  '  handle  the  word « 
God  iW  it  fully,'  :iiid  '  preach  another  gospel  ;  »li» 
words  eat  at  does  it  caiiker.* — What  are  beliercn! 
people  Out' hear  the  word  of  God  and  keep  ilj'tlulin 
•  begotten  of  God  by  the  word  of  Truth  ;' thut'arebon 
again  by  the  word  of  God ;'  that '  hear  the  sayings"' 
Christ, and  do  them  ;  iu  whose  hearts  the  word  (J 
Christ  dwells  richly;  who  receive  it  not  as  the  worfii 
men,  hut,  aa  it  is  in  truth,  the  word  of  God,  nhidi 
Worketh  effectually  in  them  that  believe'  it  :  Tbeyw 
persons,  that  'receive  with  meekness  the  engrafted 
word,  which  is  able  to  save  their  souls  ;'  that  but 
'  tasted  the  good  word  of  God  ,'  that '  desire  the  sinew 
milk  of  the  word,  that  they  may  grow  thereby ;'  tbll 
'  gladly  receive  the  word  ;  have  God's  word  abiding^ 
them  ;'  are  made  '  clean  through  the  word,  vtiA 
Christ  speaks'  by  his  ministers,  his  scriptures,  hif 
Spirit,  his  works,  or  his  rod  ;  ai  d  '  in  whom  the  sfti 
of  that  word  produces'  thirty  fold,  sixty  fold,  or  u 
hundred  fold,  according  to  their  light,  faithfulness,  wd 
opportunity. 

Again,  What  are  unbelievers ?  Antinomian  hypocrites 
'  that  hear  the  sayings  of  Christ,  and  do  them  not ;'  a 
Pharisaic  *  despisers  that  stumble  at  the  word,  speak 
ajaiust  those  things,  which  are  spoken  by'  God's  met- 
sengera ;  '  contradicting  and  blaspheming  ;'  and  who, 
by  '  putting  the  word  of  God  from  them,  judge  them- 
selves unworthy  of  eternal  life." — What  are  martyr*? 
Witnesses  of  the  truth, '  slain  for  the  word  of  God.'— 
And  what  are  apostates?  Persons  in  whom  'tin 
word  U  choaked  by  the  cares  of  this  world,  or  the  de- 
ceitfnlncss  of  riches;'  who  '  fall  away  when  persecu- 
tion ariseth  because  of  the  word  ;  by  reason  of  whom 
(fje  way  ofTrttth  h  cVA  spoken  o(  -,'  avid  in  whom  the 


I    of  the  word   "becouieth    unfruitful.'— Thus   all 
is  alill  upon  Truth  and  the  Word  of  God. 


SECTION  lit. 


God. 

Should  the  reader  asl;  here,  how  it  is  possible,  the 
Word  aud  the  Troth  should  be  so  yearly  related  to  our 
Saviour,  that  to  receive  them  is  to  receive  him,  and  to 
reject  them  is  to  reject  him,  aud  his  salvation:  I 
answer  that,  i:i  lite  spin'.tud,  as  well  as  in  the  political 
aud  incrcaiilile  world,  siittis  are  necessary  hy  which  to 
convey  our  thoughts  and  resolutions.  Hence  the  use 
of  Letters,  Notes,  Bonds,  aud  Charters  ;  of  Hevela- 
tions,  Traditions,  ScriiittiiTs,  1 1 1 1  .^aeramfiits.  Now 
ail  honest  man's  word  is  as  lvhk]  its  lii.  Bond  or  Pledge, 
and  as  true  as  his  hear! ,  his  Word  or  bond  being  uo- 
thiug  but  his  mind  or  determination  fairly  conveyed  to 
others  by  the  means  of  hi;  tongue  or  of  his  hand. — 
Therefore,  in  the  very  nature  of  things,  to  receive  the 
Word  of  Christ,  is  to  receive  Christ,  who  '  dwells  in 
our  hearts  by  faith  ;'  ivliom  l><  -lie  vers  '  know  now  after 
the  flesh  no  more:'  who  commissioned  his  favourite 
apostle  to  say,  '  lie  that  abklcth  in  the  doctrine  of 
Christ  hath  both  the  father  and  the  Sou  ;'  and  who 
personally  declares,  '  My  mother  and  my  brothers  are 
these,'  that '  hear  the  Word  of  God  aud  keep  it.' 

As  the  legislative  power  has  appointed,  that  pure 
gold  duly  stamped,  and  Hank-notes  properly  drawn  up, 
shall  represent  the  value,  and  procure  the  possession 
of  all  the  necessaries  and  conveniences  nf  life,  which 
can  be  bought  with  money  ;  so  our  heavenly  Lawgiver 
has  fixed,  that  the  '  Word  of  Truth'  shall  aniiwer,  iu 
hia  spiritual  kingdom,  the  end  of  %a\i  awo.  Vrtwn.  oS 
gtebmge  '"«  the  kingdoms  of  this  worW-,  n&V&fc 
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tpiritual  gold,  this  '  Wort!  tried  to  the  uttermost,*  (' 
~  n  to  all  that  are  '  poor,  and  Mind,  and  naked, tbi' 
they  niay  be  rich  in  faith.— I  counsel  thee  to  tiny  ofw 
Sold  tried  in  the  fire,  that  thou  may  est  be  rich.' 

Again  ;  ai  a  Will  conveys  ati  immense  fortune ;  mi 
a  death- warrant,  a  capital  punishment;  so  does  ik 
Word  of  God  convey  '  the  un searchable  riches  of  ClitiB' 
to  obedient  believers,  aud  the  dreadful  pnuishmenU  ol 
the  damned  to  obstinate  tin  belie  revs,  f  i. 
that  a  Bank  note  is  not  gold,  that  a  Will  i 
estate,  and  that  a  Death  ■warrant  is  not  the  gallons 
Ncverthelcja,  so  strong  it  the  connexion  between  tt« 
seemingly  insignificant  signs,  and  the  important  thine 
which  they  ntgllify  ;  tliat  none  but  fools  will  throw 
away  their  Bank-notes,  or  the  wills  of  their  friends  * 
waste-paper  ;  none  but  madmen  will  sport  with  tfc 
I>cath- warrant  as  with  a  play-bill.  Now  if  the  v/rittn 
word  of  men,  who,  through  forgetfulness, 
impotence,  or  unfaithfulness,  often  break  their  et 
giigcnicnts,  can  nevertheless  buve  such  force  ;  how  (!■ 
cuslvely  fool-hardy  are  sinners,  that  disregard  tl 
Word  of  the  King  of  kings,  '  who  cannot  lie  !'  t! 
proclamations  of  the  'God  of  truth,  with  whom  t 
word  is  impossible  !'  the  promises  and  threatening, 
the  will  and  testament  of  the  Almighty,  who  Fay, 
'  Heaven  and  earth  shall  pass  away,  hut  my  word  sfci 
not  pass  away  !' 

Once  more  ;  although  '  tto  man  knows  the  Fathet 
immediately  '  but  the  Son,"  yet  the  Father  may  be  rat 
diately  known  by  his  wotks,  his  word,  Hiid  his  Sot- 
For,  leaving  loom  for  the  liberty  of  moral  aEtiits  ant 
their  works,  God's  works  are  always  as  his  wor4: 
Hence  we  read,  'God  said,  Let  there  be  light,  and 
there  was  light ;  Cursed  be  the  ground  for  man's  sakt," 
and  the  grouud  was  cursed  :  'For  he  spake,  audit 
was  done ;  he  commanded,  and  it  stood  fast.'  i" 
God's  works  are  the  express  image  of  his  word  utterrl 
without, — of  bis  out-going  word  (if  I  may  so  speal :) 
to  his  out-going  word  h  ftie  c-^***,  ta*8B  of  his  im- 
manent, eaSHrtlri  wovo.,  «V<A  \fc  \fia  whwi^ibA, 


and  which  the  scriptures  call  indifferently,  '  tie  Word, 
the  Wisdom,  the  Son  of  God,'  or  '  the  express  image 
of  his  Father's  glory.'  Hence  it  appears,  that  as  the 
essential  Wind,  Christ,  is  one  with  the  Father ;  so  the 
Word  of  saving  truth  is  one  with  the  Son  ;  and  that 
David,  Soloraou,  and  St.  Paul,  spoke  uoble  truths 
when  they  said  :  '  Whoso  despiscth  the  word  shall  he 
destroyed.— By  the  word  of  thy  lips  I  have  kept  me 
from  the  ways  of  the  destroyer. — The  law,  ur  word  of 
the  Lord,  is  an  undented  word  :  It  is  sure,  and  giveth 
wisdom  to  the  simple  ;  it  is  right,  and  rrjokvth  the 
heart;  it  is  pute,  and  givetli  light;  it  is  true,  and 
righteous  altogether  j  more  to  he  desired  than  gold, 
yen,  than  much  fine  geld  ;— hetter  to  me  than  thou- 
sands of  gold  and  silver ;— sweeter  also  than  honey, 
and  the  houey-comh  :— It  is  a  lamp  unto  my  feet,  and 
a  light  unto  my  path  ;  by  it  is  thy  servant  taught  and 
made  wist  to  salvation  ;  and  in  keeping  of  it  there  is 
great  reward,  even  the  reward  of  the  inheritance,'  a 
kingdom  of  grace  here,  anda  kingdom  of  glurv hereafter. 
But  let  our  Lord  himself  be  heard,  aud  he  will  join 
himself  in  mystic  trinity  to  the  word,  aud  to  the  truth 
of  God.  He  promiscuously  uses  the  expressions  Truth 
and  Word,  which  make  the  burden  of  the  last  sectiou. 
When  he  recommends  his  disciples  to  his  Father,  he 
tajrs,  '  Sanctify  them  through  thy  truth,  Thy  word  is 
truth  :'  Hence  it  appears,  that  the  truth  and  the  word 
aje  terms  of  the  some  import;  that  the  Word  of  Truth 
is  a  sanctify-in.:;  emanation  from  God,  and  the  ordinary 
vehicle  of  the  diviue  powi-r  ;  ami  licit  our  Lord  uttered 
a  rational  mystery  when  he  said,  '  He  that  receiveth 
you  [the  witnesses  of  my  truth  and  the  sowers  of  my 
word]  receiveth  me ;  and  be  that  receiveth  rae,  re- 
ciiveth  him  that  -cut  me.'  But,  '  Whosoever  shall  be 
ashamed  of  me  aud  of  my  words,  of  him  shall  the 
Sou  of  man  he  ashamed,  when  he  comcth  in  the  glory 
of  hi-  Father.'  .-\ml  impenVct  tn-licvers  he  encouraged 
thus  :  '  If  ye  continue  in  iuj  word,  Sec,  ye  shall  know 
the  truth,  and  the  truth  shall  make  ^o\\  isce,  tic.  \l 
the  Son  iliall  make  you  free,  ye  shall  be  itec  \tAc<& 
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Important  Scriptures  these,  which  shew  uV  e 
of  the  truth,  with  the  Son  of  God  !   Blessed  Seripww. 
which  St.  Paul  »ums  up  in  the  foil  owing  words !   '* 
not  in  thy  heart,  Who  dial!  ascend  into  heaven  !   '■■ 
U,  to  bring  Christ  down  from  above  ;)   or,  wto  M 
descend  into  the  deep  ?   (that  is,  to  bring  D. 
again  from  the  dead.  I     lint  what  saith  the 
iKtr  which  is  of  faith  ?    The  word  is  nich  thee,  era 
in  tlijr  mouth,  and  In  thy  heart  ;   thai  is,  tlit  won]  I 
faith,  which  wc  preach.' 

Nor  la  this  doctrine  of  the  apostle  contrary  to  wW 
he  lays  on  another  occasion  :  'The  kingdom  .if  Golf 
nut  in  word,  tint  in  power,'  i.e.,  true  religion  doesuM 
consist  in  fine  talking,  hut  in  powerful  believing  «•* 
holy  living ;  For  what  is  more  powerful  than  truth: 
"  Truth  is  great,  and  will  prevail  :"  Truth  h 
struugest  thing  in  the  world  :  It  overturns  the  throne 
of  tyrants,  and  supports  God';  everlasting  throne. 

Again,  tin'  in i |-d  of  iiiiin  brinys  strange  t hints  t.i  pi-: 
Let  hut  a  general  rpeak,  and  an  army  of  B 
marches  up  through  clouds  of  smoke,  flume?  of  fire, 
aud  vollies  of  iron  balls,  to  form  heaps  of  d 
dying  bodies  before  ilic  intrench  nients  of  the  Turks.— 
An  admiral  gives  the  word  i..f  command,  it  may  beonlj 
by  hoisliug  a  flag ;  and  a  fleet  is  under  sail  ;  artificii! 
clouds  and  thunders  are  formed  over  the  sea;  uW 
billows  seem  to  be  mingled  with  fire  ;  ami  the  kins  ol 
terror  Hies  from  deck  to  deck  in  his  most  dieadfnl  is" 
bloody  forms. 

If  such  is  the  power  of  the  word  of  a  man,  who 
but  a  worm  ;  how  almighty  must  he  the  word  of  God 
■  By  the  word  of  the  Lord  were  the  heavens  made, 
saith  David  :  '  The  worlds  were  framed  by  the  word  o 
God,'  adds  St,  Paul,  '  aud  he  upholdeth  all  things  bj 
the  word  of  his  power."  That  word  no  necessary  ageao 
can  resist.  It  rolls  the  planets  with  as  much  ease  at 
hurricanes  whirl  the  dust.  If  free  agents  can  rush* 
his  word  of  command,  it  is  only  because  he  permits  i 
for  their  tr\a\.  But  -woe  w  \l\cra  *nft  «»«t  it  to  tot 
end  of  their  day  ui  ivfotaSAo*  '■  *<«  **1  *«!&.**&■* 


is  force  of  his  word  of  punishment:  'Depart 
e,  ye  cursed,  into  everlasting  fire,'  And  who 
iod  that  shall  break  the  iuLininulinc,  inferual 
which  that  dreadiol  wont  will  rivet  iipou  th  em  r 
ead  io  the  gospel,  that  oar  Lord  marvelled  at  the 
ion's  faith,  as  greater  faith  thao  he  bad  found  in 
But  wherein  consisted  the  peculiar  greatness 
man's  faith?  Is  it  not  evident  from  the  context, 
was  in  the  noble  and  lively  apprehension,  which 
i  of  the  force  and  energy  of  Christ's  woril  ? 
t  said  he, '  I  am  a  man  under  the  authority  [of 
mrl  and  general,  and  yet]  having  soldiers  under 
lay  to  one,  Go  ;  and  he  goelh:  And  to  another, 
and  lie  eometh,'  &c.  Now,  Lord,  if  my  word 
;h  power,  what  cannot  thine  do  ?  '  Speak  the 
inly,  and  my  servant  shall  be  healed.' 

is  Abraham  called  'The  father  of  the  faithful  V 
it  because  'judging  Him  faithful  [and  ah  nighty] 
id  promised,  against  hope  he  believed  in  hope, 
j  should  become  the  father  of  many  nations; 
mg  to  that  which  was  spoken :  So  shall  thy  seed 

it  not  because  '  he  staggered  not  at  the  promise, 
rd]  of  Cod  through  unbelief;  but  was  strong  in 
giving  glory  to  God,  and  being  fully  persuaded, 
hat  he  had  promised,  he  was  able  to  perforin  ; 
erefore  it  was  imputed  to  him  for  righteous- 

And  shall  not  the  like  faith  be  imputed  to  us 
f  we  believe'  the  saving  truth  revealed,  or  the 

record  given  uuder  the  present  dispensation 
gospel :  viz.  '  That  God  raised  up  Jesus  onr 
■om  the  dead,  who  was  delivered  for  our  offences 
ised  again  for  our  justification  ?' 

who  can  describe  the  needless  perplexities  of 
wilful  unbelievers,  that  have  the  truth  of  their 
nation  clearly  brotinht  to  them,  and  yet,  like 
is,  resolutely  set  themselves  agaiust  it,  saying, 
1  not  believe  ?'  And  who  can  enumerate  the 
igs  which  those  childlike  souls  inherit,  vjIvq, 
1  of  quarrelling  with,  cordis^  em\»wie  ftse 
>f  God,  and  Ml  to  their  seal  t\i»t  (IcA  \*  WMR 


They  seal  God1*  truth,  and  Cod  seals  their  hi 
'Their  faith  is  imputed  to  them  for  ri  eh  twin.- lies', 
their  faith  saves  them  ;  it  is  done  to  them  according 
their  faith  ;  tlit  God  of  hope  fills  theni  with  all  jojui 
peace  in  believing.'  Thus,  '  through  faith,  they  [* 
only]  subdue  Hie  kingdom  [of  darkness,  hut]  it  ' 
the  [present]  kingdom  of  God,  righteousness,  (. 
and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  received  by  the  hearing 
faith.'  Well -disposed  reader,  if  thou  doubtest  the  trai 
of  those  scriptures,  try  it  by  believing  now 
appears  to  thee  to  be  the  sating  truth  of  thy  dispell* 
tiou  :  Believe  it  with  all  thy  present  might,  beitlMi 
or  be  it  much  ;  and,  if  in  a  little  time  thou  dost  not  Sml 
thyself  more  settled  and  free,  more  able  to  light  amis 
sin,  and  to  take  up  thy  cross,  let  me  bear  the  h" 
for  ever. 

Did  the  success  of  God's  word  depend  only  upon  1 
the  truth  would  always  operate  ill  a  saving  mauve 
men  were  not  to  '  work  out  their  own  salvation'  bj 
freely  repenting,  believing,  and  obeying,  wit 
power  '  to  will  and  to  do,'  which  God  gives  them  ol 
his  good  pleasure  :  All  mankind  would  repent,  belurc, 
and  obey,  as  passively  as  clocks  go,  arid  as  regularlyu 
the  sun  rises.  Hut  we  are  moral  agents  ;  and  worts 
morally  good  depend  as  much  upon  the  concurrence  a 
God's  free  grace,  and  of  our  free  obedience  of  faith,  u 
the  birth  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  did  upon  the  marrisj 
of  the  King  and  Queen.  Hence  we  read,  <  To  wboi 
aware  he  that  they  should  nut  enter  into  his  rest,  In 
to  them  that  believed  not  ?  For  the  word  preached  did 
not  profit  them,'  not  because  the  seed  was  bi 
because  they  had  no  power  to  receive  it  j  but,  be 
'  it  was  not  mixed  with  faith  in  them  that  heard  h.— 
Wherefore,'  says  the  apostle,  '  to-day  if  you  will  hrsr 
his  voice,  harden  uot  your  hearts,  &c.  Take  heed  It 
there  be  in  any  of  you  an  evil  heart  of  uubelief,  Ac, 
and  exhort  one  another  daily'  to  believe. 

The  genuine  seed  of  the  word  is  then  always  g 
always  full  of  div'me  mjevtrj.    U  \X  tots  tvat,  suring  up, 
or  if,  after  it  has  auvuvig  mw/h.  few*  wft  '  V™  ■■  - 


fruit  to  perfection,'  il  is  entirely  the  fault  of  the 
ground.  '  The  words  that  1  speak,'  says  our  Lord, 
though  it  should  be  only  by  the  mouth  of  my  servants, 
*  they  are  spirit  and  they  are  life,'  to  believing  heart!. 
For  '  Christ  gave  himself  for  the  church,  that  he  might 
sanctify  and  cleanse  it  with  the  washing  of  water  by  the 
word  :— If  it  continue  in  the  faith  :— Holding  fast  the 
faithful  word  :— The  word  of  the  truth  of  the  goapel, 
which  is  come  in  all  the  world,  and  bringeth  forth  fruit' 
since  the  day  it  is  hcatd  in  faith  ;  it  being  the  grand 
office  of  the  Spirit,  to  make  '  the  word  of  God,'  when 
it  is  mixed  with  faith  on  our  part,  '  sharper  than  any 
two-edged  swunl,  |)ic:Tii>!i  even  in  tl.c  dividing  asunder 
of  soul  and  spirit,'  and  '  to  the  discerning  [and 
destroying   of  the   bad]  thoughts  and  intents  of  the 

Nothing,  therefore,  can  he  more  certain  than  the 
connexion  between  the  power  of  God  and  the  truth  of 
the  gospel.— "  Truth  (says  a  divine  of  the  last  cen- 
tury) is  that  eternal  word  of  the  Father,  which,  in  the 
Son,  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  is  revealed  to  us,  to  be  our 
guide  hack  again  to  that  bosom,  whence  it  and  we 
first  came  ;  It  is  that  Jacob's  ladder,  let  down  to  us 
from  heaven  to  earth,  whereby  bis  angels  (his  mes- 
sengers) lead  up  from  earth  to  heaven  :  It  is  that 
Rahab's  scarlet  thread,  let  down  from  the  window  of 
heaven  to  wind  us  up  by  :  The  apostle  calls  it  a  girdle, 
'  the  girdle  of  Truth,'  a  girdle,  that  by  many  several 
links  ending  where  it  began,  returning  whence  it  first 
proceeded,  clasps  itself  again  in  the  bosom  of  its 
author  God."  According  to  this  tinhk-  'li-scription  of 
Truth,  is  it  not  evident,  that  all  the  righteous  power, 
which  works  in  the  spiritual  world,  i.-  tin  power  of  God 
and  of  Truth  ?  And  therefore,  that  our  Lord  answered 
like  divine  wisdom  '  manifest  in  the  flesh,'  when  he 
asserted,  that  '  to  believe  on  Him,  is  to  wotk  the  work 
of  God,' — that  '  he  who  believeth  hath  everlasting 
life,' — that  '  though  he  were  dead,  yet  shall  be  Live' — 
that  '  he  that  liveth  and  believeth  on  \i\m  \\i\nriei 
impiiei  a  com  in  uance  of  the  action}  si\a.\\  ne.v«  K\a  •- 


lilt  '  rivers  of  living  water  [streams  of  comfort  and 
power]  shall  flaw  out  of  his  belly  [i.  e„  spring  fion 
'  'a  inmost  Bnul] — and  that  be  shall  do  great  works ; 
e  gospel  being  the  power  of  God  to  salvation  to  eterj 
le  that  believeth  ;'  and  '  all  things  being  possible  w 
hini  that  beliertl.h,'  linaiise  Us  faith  apprehend*  I*' 
Word,  Truth,  uud  Power  of  the  Almighty. 


SECTION  IV. 

Thtre  are  tun-few  aorta  of  truthi.  Idolatry  and  For- 
mality consist  in  pulling  inferior  in  the  room  nftupr- 
rior  Truthi.  Evangelical  and  moral,  i.  e.(  religion 
Truths  alone  change  the  heart. 

When  I  said  thit  living  faith  has  saving  trnlii  for 
iu  object,  I  dill  not  use  the  word  "  saving"  witboot 
reason  :  For,  as  every  stone  ia  not  precious,  so  emj 
truth  is  not  saving.  There  are  then  various  sorts  of 
tfuths.  "  There  is  a  sun,"  is  tifhyaical  or  naturd 
truth  ; — "  Our  ideas  of  the  sun  are  mental  picture!  it 
the  sun,"  ii  a  metaphysical  truth  : — "All  the  points  o< 
a  circle  are  equally  distant  from  the  centre,"  is  ' 
mathematical  truth  : — "  No  juet  conclusion  can  be 
drawn  from  false  premises,"  is  a  logical  truth:— 
"  Alexander  conquered  Persia,"  is  an  historical  truth  : 
— "  There  is  a  God,  and  this  God  is  to  be  worshipped 
according  to  the  different  manifestations:  of  Fatjier, 
Son,  and  Holy  Ghoot,"  are  two  religious  truth*,  the 
first  of  which  belongs  to  natural,  aud  the  second  to 
rcucaled  religion.—"  Every  man  is  to  love  his  neigh- 
bour as  himself,"  isamurofthruth. — "A  spiritual  Jew 
is  circumcised  in  heart,  and  a  spiritual  Christian  :: 
baptized  with  the  Spirit,"'  is  an  ei-angetical  trula, 
typified  by  the  outward  signs  of  circumcision  and  of 
baptism. 

When  natural  et&4 Vuteruw  mwVi  tfc  war  minds  to 
the  God  of  tialure  »no-  oS  grucs,  «ub^  «amm  Ma 
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spiritual  ends  :  But  if  thi-y  are  pnt  in  the  place  of  their 
archetypes  and  antitypes, '  the  tmth  of  God  is  changed 
intn  a  lie.'  Take  acme  instances  of  it :  '  The  invisible 
things  of  God,'  says  St.  Paul,  '  are  understood  by  the 
tilings  that  are  made,'  or  visible  ;  bat,  who  considers 
the  profound  truth  couched  under  hi.-  nurds  i  Cer- 
tainly not  those  Heathens,  who  worship  the  material, 
instead  of  the  immaterial  San  :  Nor  those  Jews,  who 
arc  regardless  nf  the  circumcision  of  the  heart,  and 
rest  satisfied  with  an  external  circumcision  :  Nor  those 
Papists  who  pay  divine  honours  to  a  bit  of  typical 
bread  which  their  fancy  lias  turned  intu  (he  identical 
body  of  our  Lord:  Nor  yet  those  Protectants,  who, 
being  unmindful  of  the  baptism  of  the  Spirit,  exert 
themselves  only  In  sprinkling  infants  with,  or  dipping 
adults  in  material  water  s  For  they  all  equally  forget, 
that  the  letter  of  natural  and  typical  tilings  alone  profit- 
eth  little,  or  nothing  comparatively;  and  that  it  killeth, 
when  it  is  opposed  to  the  Spirit,  and  made  to  supersede 
the  invisible  and  heavenly  archetypes,  which  visible 
and  earthly  tilings  shadow  out ;  or  when  it  causes  us 
to  set  aside  the  precious  autotypes,  whieh  typical  things 
point  nolo. 

Thui  thousands  of  sinners,  like  the  rich  glutton  in 
the  gospel,  are  spiritually,  if  not  corporally,  killed  by 
meats  and  drinks,  which  should  raise  them  to  tlicir 
invisible  archetypes,  the  heavenly  manna,  anil  the  wine 
of  God's  kingdom.— Thus,  conjugal  love,  which  should 
raise  married  persons  to  a  more  lively  contemplation 
of  the  mystical  union  between  the  heavenly  bridegroom 
ami  his  faithful  spouse,  has  a  quite  contrary  effect  upon 
numbers:  Absurdly  resting  in  the  fading  type,  they 
think  that  "  1  have  married  a  wife,"  is  a  sufficient 
reason  to  give  Christ  a  bill  of  divorce,  or  to  show  him 
the  greatest  indifference.— Thus  also  the  Jews  com- 
mitted the  deti'lly  -in-  of  idolatry  and  murder,  through 
their  regard  for  their  brazen  serpent  and  the  temple  ; 
an  extravagant  regard  this,  which  caused  ttieva  v»  tosv 
lect,  aiidntJast  to  crucify  Christ,  the  ImtftMftftfc  ntv'v 
typeofboth  the  Brazen  serpent  and  of  trie,  teniae. 


EOIML    CHECK.  [MIT 

Hence  it  appear?,  that  the  sin  of  formalists  ia  nw 
unlike  that  of  idolaters.  As  God  lias  blessed  bi> 
chnrch  with  various  forms  of  worship,  and  literal 
manifestations  of  his  truth,  that  they  might  lead  us  to 
the  power  of  godliness,  and  to  the  truth  in  the  Spirit 
So  he  has  filled  the  natural  world  with  a  variety  «i 
creatures,  which  hear  sonic  Mgisatnies  of  his  own 
unseen  excellences.  Hut  alas  !  if  wc  are  only  formal 
and  letter- learned  professors,  we  absurdly  set  up  our 
forms  nnd  ilie  letter  acaiu.it  the  power  and  spiriWil 
Operations  which  they  shadow  out:  And  if  we  arc 
idolaters,  we  *  love  and  serve  the  creature  more  dun 
the  Creator,'  who  has  given  us  the  outline-  of  lii< 
invisible  glories  in  the  visible  creation,  that  in  and 
through  every  thing  we  "might  feel  after  him  and  find 
him.*  Thus  formality  and  idolatry  equally  defeat  God's 
gracious  designs  towards  mankind,  the  one  by  oppos- 
ing forms,  and  the  other  by  opposing  creature)  '■' 
God. 

To  return  :  All  soils  of  truths,  if  they  are  kept  iu 
their  proper  places,  may  improve  the  under*  tail  iliac  : 
But  religious  truths  only  have  a  direct  tendency  to 
improve  the  will,  which  ia  the  spring  of  our  tempen 
and  actions  ■  Therefore,  '  although  1  have  all  know- 
ledge' but  ili.it  which  i-  productive  of  '  charity,  I  (M 
nothing  :'  The  faith  of  God's  elect  being  only  the  cor- 
dial, practical  acknowledging  of  '  the  Truth,  which  is 
after   godliness'— of  the   Bavins  '  Truth,    as   it  is  in 

A  total  inattention  to  every  kind  of  truth  makes  i 
man  brutish.  An  eager  pursuit  of  natural,  inailnmnti- 
cal,  logical,  historical  truths,  &c.,  attended  with  » 
neglect  of  religious  truths,  tends  to  make  a 
infidel  ;  And  this  neglect,  grown  up  into  an  obstinate, 
practical  opposition  to  moral  as  well  as  to  evaugelicil 
truths,  turns  him  into  '  an  enemy  of  all  righteousness," 
aud  a  persecutor. 

But,  when  cauiloHt,  a  degree  of  which'ivc^may  halt 
through  the  Light  t\ia.t  eulatfrtsT*  w«i  % 
free-agency,  assAstefth^  AeStfvrAoAv"™ 
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.tallies  the  word  of  troth  ;  when  candour,  I  say,  and 
'ret:  aeinry  thus  assisted,  attend  and  submit  to  the 
■L-]it;i(iii.-i  truth-;  revealed  hikI-t  our  dispensation  ;  theu 
lie  divine  '  seed  falls  into  good  ground ;'  Christ  begins 
O  be  formed  in  our  hearts  :  And  according  lo  our  dis- 
lensatiou,  '  ive  receive  power  to  becouic'sons  of  God  :' 
•""or  we  [even  as  many  as  '  receive  with  meekness  the 
engrafted  word']  are  all  the  children  of  God  through 
aith  iu  the  light  of  the  world,— th rough  faith  in  Christ 
eaus,  who  is  the  Saviour  of  all  men,  but  especially  of 
hem  that  believe  iinlu  rigr.temisiie-s  ;'  whether  they 
lo  it  with  meridian  light  and  intense  fervour,  aa  true 
Christians  ;  with  morning  light  and  growing  rigour,  as 
j ion-,  .lews  ;  in-  miiy  wiih  .1  awning  light  and  timorous 
sincerity,  M  convened  Heathens. 

Some  sorts  of  truth,  like  some  kinds  of  food,  are 
Iclit'r  than  others.  Infants  in  grace  must  lie  fed  with 
he  plainest  truths,  which  the  ajiMstle  calls  milk  ;  but 
tronger  souls  may  feast  upon  what  would  give  a  Bur- 
eit  to  '  babes  iu  Christ :'  '  For  every  one  that  useth 
ailk,  i.i  unskilful  iu  the  word  of  righteousness.  Bat 
ti-onjl  meat  belongeth  to  them  that  an-  of  full  age, 
■ven  those,  who,  hy  reason  of  use,  have  their  spiritual 
zrjses,  exercised  to  discern  both  good  and  evil,'  truth 
ind  error,  as  quickly  and  as  surely  as  our  bodily  senses 
riBtingi'isb  sweet  from  bitter,  and  light  from  darkness. 
Vrutti  is  spiritual  light ;  too  much  of  it  might  dazzle  the 
■weak  eyes  of  our  understanding.  A  parabolical  blind  is 
of  great  service  in  such  a  ease.  When  the  apostles  were 
yet  carnal,  our  Lord  said  to  them,  '1  have  many  things 
tn  say  to  you,  but  ye  cannot  bear  them  now  i'  No,  not 
in  parables.  '  Howbeit  when  the  Spirit  of  truth  is 
tome,  he  will  piiile  you  into  all  [evangelical]  truth.' 
A  sure  proof  this,  that  truth  is  the  light,  the  food,  the 
way  of  souls  ;  and  that  the  grand  business  of  the  Spirit 
ii  to  '  lead  us  into  the  Truth,'  as  we  can  bear  it,  and 
as  we  choose  to  walk  in  it. 


SECTION  V. 

Trulh  cnrdialtg  embraced  bg  Faith  nana  undi 
Diipeniation  of  Divine  Grace,  though  in  difnit 
Dtgr***,—jt  ihort  Flue  of  (he  Truth*  that  r*i«' 
:e  thifour  grand  Diipeniation*  of  the  everlut* 


ive  signified  that  faith  la  more  or  Jess  opersft> 
iceording  W  the  quality  of  the  (ruths  which  ll  a 
braces.  This  observation  recommends  itself  to  rs 
For,  as  acme  wipes  are  more  generous.  M* 
some  remedies  more  powerful,  so  some  truth;  u> 
mow  reviving  and  sanctifying  than  other.s.  But  nr; 
evangelical  truth,  being  a  hewn  of  the  '  Sun  of  Biff' 
eousness  riaeu'  upon  us  'with  healing  in  his  wisp.' 
is  of  a  laving  nature.  Thus  I  am  saved  ti  ■ 
,  by  heartily  believing,  there  is  a  Ood 
judxe  the  world;— from  Pharisaism,  by  firmly  tiri'if 
lag,  that  I  am  a  miserable  sinner,  and  ibal  *  witho 
Christ  I  can  do  nothing ;'— from  Saduuceism,  bytn 
believing,  that*  the  Spirit  itself  helpelh  my  iufirniiorJ 
—from  Amino m un ism,  by  cordially  helieviuc,  t 
1  God  is  not  a  respecter  of  persons,  but  a  rewardff1 
them  that  diligently  seek  him,'  and  a  puuisberofi 
tliat  presumptuously  break  hia  commandments  5— 
from  DrJfPAin,  by  steadily  believing,  that  '  Go 
love,'  tliat  '  he  sent  his  only-begotten  Son  into 
world,  to  save  that  which  is  lost,"  and  lhat  1  ' 
an  Advocate  with  the  Father,  Jesus  Christ  the  P. 

Hence  It  appears  !     (1.)   Tlrat  every  religions  1 
suitable  to  ouy   yieseut   c'lrcu instances,     (whi 

kindly   reivreaevAeo.  \ii  lt«  H«.  i^i.  tSSra) 
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icciinlini:  to  its  degree,  the  saving,  opi'iative  faith, 
Jint  converts,  transforms  and  renews  tin-  *oui.  And 
;2.)  Thai  this  faith  is  more  or  less  operating  according 
o  the  quality  of  trie  trnth  presented  to  «  ;  according 
othe  power  with  which  the  Spirit  of  grace  ioiprrMefl 
t  upon  our  heaiiS;  and  according  to  the  earnestness 
*itn  which  wc  receive,  espouse,  and  welcome  it  to  our 
uraost  souls, 

Wben  God  fixed  '  the  hounds  of  the  habitation  of 
nankiml,'  he  placed  some  nations  in  warm  climates 
.nd  fruitful  countries,  where  the  juice  of  the  grape  is 
ilentiful  next  to  water.  And  to  others  he  assigned  a 
iari*en,  rocky  soil,  covered  will]  snow  half  the  year; 
rattr  is  their  cordial,  nor  hare  they  any  more  idea  of 
ieir  want  of  wine  than  St,  Peter  had  of  his  want  of 
lie  blood  of  Chriiit,  when  he  made  the  no  We  confession 
pon  which  the  Christian  Chnrch  is  founded, — "  Oh," 
lys  a  Prede-tirisrian  senjirfipher,  "  the  God  of  provi- 
ence  has  absolutely  reprobated  those  poor  creatures." 
— "  Not  so,"    replies  an   no  prejudiced   philosopher, 

they  may  be  as  healthy  and  happy  over  their  cup  of 
nlrl  water,  a?  some  of  our  men  of  fortune  are  over  the 
ottles  of  Claret  and  Madeira  that  load  their  festive 
Lblcs.  And  some  of  those  poor  creatures,  as  you 
ill  them,  may  '  come  from  the  East  and  from  the 
Pest,  to  drink'  the  wine  of  the  kingdom  of  God, '  with 
tbrahain,'  when  '  the  children  of  the  kingdom  shall  he 
toiist  nut.' " 

What  I  have  said  of  water  anil  nine,  may  illustrate 
that  the  scriptures  say  of  the  truths  peculiar  to  the 
[ospel-dispensatinu.  God  forbid,  that  an  Anti-chris- 
ian  zeal  for  the  Christian  gospel  should  make  me  drive 
nto  the  burn  in  U'  lake  Chris i.'-  sheep  which  are  '  big  with 
(ounfi:'  I  mean  the  sincere  worshippers,  that  wait, 
ike  pious  Melchisedec,  devout  Lydla,  and  charitable 
Jornelius,  for  brighter  displays  of  gospel  grace.  For, 
here  are  faithful  souls  that  follow  their  light  under 
:t<tj  dispensation,  concerning  whom  our  Lord  kindly 
■aid,  "  (.11  tier  -beep  1  have  which  are  not  oi  toa  \Je"H- 
sbj  fold.     Them  also  I  must  bring   Tinto   iftaY'.-c'&Gaa 
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light,]  and  there  shall  be  otic  Told  and  one  Shepbtti' 
Those  feeble  sheep  and  tender  limb*  I  mutt  tab  uM 
iiiy  baton  ;  and  to  give  them  Ml  portion  of  meat  L 
due  season,  I  venture  upon  tlic  following  m{ti 

If  free  will,  prevented  by  free  grace,  ardently  ft 
ci-ives  the  truths  uf  the  Christian  guspel.  Christian  Mi 
H  couceired.  If  the  heart  fervently  embraces  * 
truths  of  the  Jewish  or  Gentile  gospel,  (those  *bW 
are  peculiar  to  the  Christian  gospel  remaining  11  f 
veiled,)  the  faith  of  a  Jew  or  of  an  Heathen  is  lej* 
ten.  NeverlheleB*,  if  this  faith,  let  it  be  evtr 
assaulted  by  doubts,  impregnates  Ibe  soul  within 
and  works  by  love,  it  is  savi»g  in  its  decree, 

I  »ay,  in  its  degrte .  for  u  there  are  in  the  m* 
various  rich  tincture*,  some  of  which  form  dianw*i 
while  others  form  uiil>  i  nbics,  emeralds,  or  agate 
there  are  in  the  universal  church  of  Christ  •» 
tincture*  of  gospel  truth,  which  form  various  ordrs^ 
spiritual  jewels,  as  appears   from  such  seriptunt" 

these  :  '  They  that  feared  the  I,ord  spake  ofte «        I 

another:  and  (hey  shall  be  mine,  saith  tht 
hosts,  in  that  day  when  I  make  up  uiy  jewels.  Fori  ;| 
every  nation,  he  that  feareth  God  and  worfceth lif**1  I  k 
eonMicss,  is  accepted  of  him,' according  to  the  dis)K»  I  ~, 
satJoii  he  is  under,  and  the  progress  he  has  uiii'f  i, 
practical  religion.  ,  '  . 

I'his  i'.-.-|'fl,  for' example,  'God  hath  mad 
blood  all  nations  of  meu,  that  they  should  seet#J  i 
Lord  [as  the  gracions  Author  of  their  being.  » 
love  one  another  as  brothers,' — this  everlasting  jnrf 
I  say,  has  in  all  countries  leavened  the  hearts  of  pW 
Heathens  with  '  sincerity  and  truth.'  This  doctfl'* 
"  Messiah  will  come  to  point  out  clearly  the  »«' 
salvation,"  added  to  the  gospel  of  the  Gentile*.* 
tinctured  with  superior  goodness  the  hearts  of  nil* 
lietingJews.  This  truth,  "Messiah  is  come  in  * 
flesh,"  superadded  to  the  Jewish  gospel,  has  eiil»* 
the  hearts  of  all  the  disciples  of  John,  or  the  •  W 
in  Christ.'  And  vliese  wnt\\5, 4  Ovsvh.  died  for  my* 
and   rose  again  tor  tfif  yas'MiraSi.oflv  ■,  \«  \t  ■ho* 
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•  on  high  ;  he  has  received  the  gift  of  the  Spirit  for 
en, — for  me.  I  believe  on  him  by  the  power  of  that 
.irit.  He  dwells  in  my  heart  by  faith.  He  is  in  me 
e  hope  of  glory.  The  promise  of  the  Father  is  ful- 
led ;  the  kingdom  of  God,  righteousness,  peace  and 
y  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  is  come  with  power :'— These 
;her  troths,  I  say,  superadded  to  those  which  are 
»ential  to  the  inferior  dispensations,  tincture  the 
arts  of  all  adult  Christians,  and  make  them  more 
less  intimately  one  with  Christ,  according  to  the' 
gree  of  their  faith,  and  the  influences  of  his  Spirit. 
The  field  of  truth  is  as  boundless  as  the  divine  per- 
sons ;  and  the  treasures  it  contains,  are  as  unsearch- 
le  as  the  riches  of  Christ.  Here  we  may  literally 
f,  '  Deep  calleth  unto  deep — Canst  thou  by  searching 
id  out  the  Almighty  to  perfection  ?  It  is  as  high  as  hea- 
rt, what  canst  thou  do  ?  Deeper  than  hell,  what  canst 
[>u  "know  ?'  These  three  capital  truths  only — "  God 
—God  is  love — God  is  mine  in  Christ" — are  more 
in  sufficient  to  replace  my  soul  in  Paradise.  I  know 
t  little  of  them  ;  and  yet,  thanks  be  to  God!,  I 
ow  enough  to  make  me  anticipate  heavenly  bliss  : 
>r  is  it  the  least  part  of  my  present  happiness,  to 
joice  that  there  is  an  eternity  before  me  to  unfold 
e  wonders  of  truth,  and  to  explore  the  *  mystery  of 
>d.  Now  I  see  through  a  glass  darkly,  but  then  face 
face.  Now  I  know  but  in  part,  but  then  I  shall 
tow  even  as  also  1  am  known/ 
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section  vr. 

Saving  Faith  is  more  particularly  described  by  ill  fli 
and  Operations ;  and  disliniriiisfied  from  tht  Faili 
1/  trembling  Decile,  immoral  Antinomians,  ftw- 
tents  mid  under  Sin,  and  modish  Professors  via 
believe  without  Frame  and  Feeling. 

Ir  we  assent  to  a  religious  troth,  merely  because  « 
cannot  resist  its  evidence  ;— if  we  hate  it,  wanting  « 
shake  it  off,  wishing  it  were  a  lie,  and  fretting  bt 
wc  cannot  make  it  so  ;  we  have  the  faith  of  devils 
For  '  devila  believe  and  tremble  ;'  (he  force  of  uk 
awful  truths  which  they  cannot  deny,  giving  tl 
foretaste  of  infernal  torments.  Of  this  sort,  it* 
was  the  faith  of  Felix,  when  St.  Paul  reasoned  befort 
him  of  '  justice,  temperance,  and  judgment  to 
This  alarniini!  iliH'trine.  supported  by  the  suffrage  of 
conscience,  and  impressed  by  '  the  Spirit  of  Truth,1 
made  the  noble  heathen  '  tremble  ;'  but,  soon  recover- 
ing himself,  he  fought  agnin.it  the  truth  that  hadl»* 
hold  on  him  unawares,  and  he  kept  it  at  arm's  length, 
till  he  could  shake  it  off,  as  the  apostle  did  the  vipet 
thai  I'lisit'iiid  on  his  hand;  or,  at  least,  till  he  rottf 
run  mv;iy  from  it,  111'  nluiigiiii;  ;if  ■'■  ■ 
of  sensual  delights,  as  the  devila  in  the  swine  did  into 
the  sea  of  Galilee. 

The  faith  of  immoral  professors  is  not  much  tx 
than  the  faith  of  Felix  and  Satan.  They  believe  at 
glorious  truths,  but  not  with  the  heart  to  rightecav 
ness.  Two  or  three  comparison*  may  lii'lu  us  to  noder- 
staud  this  '  mystery  of  iniquity.'  When  a  person  rni* 
you,  you.  may  either  receive  him  with  cold  civility," 
a  stranger  ;   or  embrace  nVvti  wVov^nsio.  ^Section,  Ml 

"101  friend.     Vvooi  aecxeft  wmfeti^wa  m-s^  ^ss*'1 


peculiar  regard  to  n  man,  whom  you  secretly  despise  or 
detest.  He  lias  a  good  voice,  you  love  music,  and  lie 
ministers  to  you i-  amusement.  Perhaps  you  want  him 
to  cloak  the  sin  of  his  Bathdieba ;  perhaps  you  are  a 
party-inau  ;  he  is  a  proper  tool  for  you  ;  and  therefore 
you  make  much  of  him.  But  while  your  regard  for 
him  springs  merely  from  such  external  circumstances, 
can  it  ever  he  personal  and  sincere  ?  Equally  ungene- 
rous however  is  the  regard  tliat  Gallio  and  Fulsome 
have  for  the  truth.  Gallio  holds  fast  the  doctrine  of 
general  redemption,  because  he  foudly  supposes,  (hat 
he  has  Only  to  avoid  robbery  and  murder  to  go  to  hea- 
ven t  Fulsome  extols  "everlasting  love," — but  it  is 
because  he  thinks,  that  it  gives  him  the  liberty  of  lov- 
ing the  world,  without  the  least  danger  of  losing  God's 
eternal  favour.  He  embraces  "  justification  by  faith 
alone ;"  but  it  is  because  he  confounds  the  works  of 
faith  and  the  works  of  the  law,  and  rajnly  hopes  to  be 
finally  justified  without  either.  He  shoots,  "  Free 
grace  for  ever !,"  because  it  ensures,  as  he  thinks,  his 
eternal  salvation,  uliatei-rr  length  he  may  go  in  sin. 
He  is  a  partial  anatoini.it ;  he  dissects  the  body  of 
truth,  throws  away  the  vitals,  and  only  preserves  those 
parti,  which  seem  to  countenance  his  unmoral  scheme. 
I  question  if  an  Indian  warrior  is  more  fond  of  the 
•calp  of  an  Kii.diMiioa:!,  t.Ji:m  i  iullio  i-  of  the  doctrine 
of"  God's  mercy,"  separated  from  God's  holiness  and 
jnstice  ;  or  Fulsome,  of  the  doctrine  of  "  Christ's 
merits,"  torn  away  from  the  evangelical  worthiness  of 
sincere  obedience. 

Nay,  a  judicious  Gnostic  may  admire  and  espouse  a 
wall- connected  system  of  religious  truth,  just  as  a  vir- 
tuoso admires  STid  purchasis  a  f 1  rolli-iiiuu  of  shells. 

'I'Iik  liiiii'i-i  contends  for  the  beauty  and  rarity  of  his 
marine  toys,  with  as  much  passiouatciiess  as  if  they 
were  parts  of  himself:  But  they  only  lie  upon  cotton 
in  his  drawers,  far  enough  from  his  breast.  And  the 
Gnostic  disputes  tin  the  truths  he  has  takeu  a  fancy  to. 
With  as  much  warmth  as  if  they  were  iucQTpoTMf&^V&v 
himself;  buJ  ?ie  rontrivn  that  thev  sha\l  yass  YiV.«  ftv 
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you  eat  my  flesh  and  drink  my  blood,  ft 
In  you  :"  Or,  as  St.  John  expresses  it, 
nut  in  you.'  Now,  as  food  must  be  ini 
and  properly  dilated,  before  it  can  not 
must  Truth.  If  men,  therefore,  who  '  t 
in  theory  and  '  sell  it'  in  practice,  who  ' 
words,  aud  deny  it  iu  works,"  have  not  p 
up  their  cross  and  to  follow  Christ ;  we  ot 
OU  that  account  to  conclude,  that  the  trn 
cioua  to  our  salvation,  than  to  suppose,  tl 
is  improper  for  our  nourishment,  becau 
spend  their  time  in  preparing  it  for  others 
tip  bills  of  fare,  in  placing  dishes  to  the  be 
and  in  inviting  others  to  eat  heartily,  w 
upon  trash  themselves,  have  not  strength 
an  hard  Jay's  work. 

Again,  from  such  scriptures  an  these, 
their  backsliding; — Heal  my  soul,  for 
against  thee— God  shall  seud  forth  hix 
truth— He  sent  his  word  and  healed  ll 
evident,  that  evangelical  truth  is,  next 
medicine  as  well  as  the  food  of  sou 
absurd  to  suppose,  that  speculating  u 
instead  i >f"  inking  it,  can  conduce  tu  til 
bodily  health,  so  it  is  unreasonable  K 


The  soaring  Faith  of  an  immoral  Aiilinrimian  is  f*r 
inferior  to  the  abortive  faith  of  an  imperfect  penitent, 
and  even  to  doubting.  When  truth  ami  error  present 
themselves  to  our  minds  together,  (as  they  always  tin 
in  every  trial  of  faith,)  so  long  as  we  remain  in  sus- 
pense between  them,  we  continue  in  the  uneasy  flute, 
between  failh  and  unbelief,  which  we  call  "  doubting." 
Gut  when  truth  appears  more  beautiful  than  error  to 
tlie  eye  of  oiir  inidersuiirtiiii.',  sv  it  hi  nil  appealing  good 
enough  prevalently  to  engage  our  aH'i-ciions ;  we  are  in 
the  uncomfortable  state  of  the  carnal  penitent  whom 
St.  Paul  describes  in  his  own  person.  (Rom.  vii.)  We 
approve  the  revealed  will  of  God,  and  '  delight  in  his 
law  after  the  inward  man,'  If  the  celestial  rose  were 
not  beset  with  thorns,  we  would  instantly  gather  it. — 
If  we  had  no  bodily  appetites  to  resist,  no  ignominious 
cross  to  take  up,  no  fal-e  wisdom  to  part  with,  we 
would  heartily  believe  and  '  work  the  work  of  God  :' 
But  wc  cannot  yet  give  up  our  bosom  sin  ;  carnal  rea- 
son and  the  tl(-li  prcv;i'l  -i.iil  u^iiiii-l  the  spirit,  though 
not  without  a  struggle;  unbelief  and  aboitivc  faith  (if 
I  may  use  the  CNpic-siuu  wrestling  in  our  di-tiacriil 
,  breasts,  as  Esau  and  Jacnb  did  iu  Rebecca's  womb  ; 
and  making  us  complain,  '  The  good  thitt  I  would  do,' 
if  it  cost  me  nothing,  '  I  do  not :  Hut  the  evil  1  would 
not,  that  I  do,'  because  it  gratifies  my  fallen  nature.— - 
Thus  with  his  mind,  his  rational  powers,  the  carnal 
penitent  '  serves  the  law  of  God,'  by  good,  though 
ineffectual  resolutions  ;  hut  with  his  flesh,  hU  carnal 
appetites,  he  '  serves  the  law  of  sin,"  by  bad,  though 
lamented  performances. 

Here  I  beg  leave  to  account  for  the  famous  confession 
of  the  princess,  who  cries  out  in  Ovid  =||  Video  meii- 
ora,  prnbo'iue, — ileleriura  seuoor,  which  may  be  thus 
paraphrased  :  "  I  stand  between  the  rough,  steep, 
ascending  path  of  virtue,  \bomim  honestum,]  arid  the 
plain,  flowery,  downward  load  of  vice  [lionum  jucun- 
dam.}    Conscience  says,  Ihat  the  one  is  far  mate  csmi 

I    I  tie  whtt  It  jfght  and  approve  it,  but  do  nhiX  la  ntw* 
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ui<  inhibit-  ;  passion  llllllww.  Ihilt  the  other  is  far 
(ili-isiug.  I  madly  give  the  casting  vote  to  horryinf 
put  ion  ;  it  decide*,  that  the  pleasure  of  a  present, 
Win  gralificatiou,  he  it  ever  so  sinful,  overbalances  tin 
tear  of  a  future,  nucerttin  puuishmi 
terrible  :  And,  notwithstanding  the 
uiy  conscience,  1  Bulimic  to  the  hazardous  dceisiou  ^ 
mv  appetite ;  secretly  hoping,  that  God  dues  nut  rejaiu 
my  crimes,  or  that  a  day  of  retribution  is  a  chimera." 

To  return  :  r'ailh  does  not  struggle  into  birth  will- 
(Hit  her  co-eval  child  and  constant  partner,  Hope.- 
When  faith  fails,  Despair  groans,  '  O  wretched  nut 
that  I  am,  who  shall  deliver  me?'  But  when  F»i» 
revives,  Hope  HfU  up  her  head,  and  cries, 
God  [there  is  deliverance]  through  Jesus  Christ  o* 
Lord.'  Thus  we  go  on  falling  and  rising,  dying  aid 
reviving,  till  we  are  quite  tired  of  the  Kins  which  hia* ' 
der  «s  from  welcoming  the  saving  truth  with  a  mm 
cordial  embrace;  and  when  we  do  this,  our  iaithil 
unfeigned;  the  Lord  sets  to  it  the  broad  seal  of  Mi  ■ 
power;  it  proves  victorious;  we  enter  into  gntpri  i 
.liberty,  and  instead  uf  the  old  note,  '  Who  shall  deli- 
ver me  ?'  we  sing,  under  the  christian  dispell  satin, 
'  Christ  hath  delivered  us  from  the  curse  of  the  law' « 
sin,  as  well  as  from  the  enrse  of  the  law  of  iutiocott 
and  of  the  ceremonial  law.  '  There  is  no  condemn* 
tiou  to  them  that  [believe  and]  nil  mil  llfll  n  rtnlM 
but  after  the  Spirit.' 

The  manner  in  which  this  deliverance  is  geiieraQ) 
wrought,  may  be  more  particularly  described  thui 
Free  grace,  '  at  sundry  times  aud  in  divers  inantwnV 
speaks  to  our  consciences,  recommending 
nigh, — the  com  in  a  ml  me  nt'  that  is   '  everlasting  li 
the  truth  that  contains  the  regenerating  power  of  G 
If  it  be  '  the  day  of  provocation,'  we  unnecessarily 
gin  '  to  make  escuse.'    We  cannot  Co 
riage  feast.    We  are  either  too  good, 
busy  to  entertain  the  tvuth.  -,  and  we  say  as  civilly 
Felix,  '  Go  rtvj  wa-jfor  &\»  *»*,  \»ft*»1l  shall' 
more  fit,  or]  when  \  sWuAwe  a  ««»  r 


son,     I    will    call    for   thee.'      I'erhaps    we    perversely 

'  harden   our  heart,  contradicting,   blaspheming,'  and 

saying  as  the  Pharisees,  '  We  will  not  have  this  [troth] 

i        to  reign  over  us.    Away  with  it !'    But  if  it  be  the  day 

a         of  conversion,   if  our  fret'- willing  soul  '  know  the  time 

,        of  our  visitation,'  humbly  bowing  at  the  word  of  the 

,         Lord,  and  fajisg,  as  the  virgin  Mary,    '  JSehoM  the 

handmaid  of  the  J,nrd,  let  it  he  done  unto  me  accord- 

,        lug    to  thy  word ;'  I  am  a  lost    sinner,  but  '  there  is 

■t        mercy  with  thee  that  thou  mayest  be  feared:'    Then 

't       the  seed  of  the  kingdom,  tlie   word  of  God,  '  is  re- 

_       ceived  in  an  honest  and  good   heart;'  for  nothing  is 

*         wanting  to  render    the  heart  isiiiiaily  L'uud  and  honest, 

,        but  the  sincere  submission  of  our  ("roe  will,  to  that  free 

rf        grace  which  courts  us  and  says,    '  Behold  1     I  stand  at 

'a      the  door   [of  every  heart]  and  knock.     If  any  man 

v,       hear  ray  voice  and  open,   I  will  come  in  and  sup  with 

.        him,  and  he  with  uie."     He  shall  '  taste  how  good  the 

(      Lord  is',  lie  shall  '  taste  the  good  word  of  God  and  tlie 

powers  [of  truth,  which  an:  (he  power.?]  uf  the  world 

to  coine.'     And  bo  shall  he   rL-ie  superior  to  shadows 

and  lies,  which   are  the  powers  of  litis   present  evil 

^     world. 

Thus  opens  the  kingdom  of  God  In  the  believing 
B  aotil  :  Thus  is  Christ  the  'Truth  aud  Hie  Life,' 
e  tformed  in  the  heart  by  faith  :  Thus  grace  begins  to 
_  r  *  reign  through  righteousness  unto  eternal  life  by  Jesus 
:     Christ.' 

]  call  that  faith,  "saving  and  operative,"  became 

.  »o  long  as  it  lives,  it  saves  ;  and  so  long  as  it  saves,  it 
t  ™  works  righteousness,'— it  works  by  a  righteous  fear 

,  «3f  the  evil  denounced  acamst  sin ;  by  a.  righteous 
.  .-^apposition  to  every  known  >in  ;  by  a  righteous  hope  of 
'-  "fcJic  good  proaii.-icti  in  tjl)ei!ii'uc(i  ;  and  by  a  righteous 
-  J  «ive  of  the  truth  that  has  produced  it,  and  of  the 
Blather  of  lights  from    v,  hum    thai,  nutli  proceeds;  it 

_=»eini£  scarcely  possible  to  welcome  heartily:,  [it-am  of 
.  -  :*ie  siiu  for  \n  brightness,  without  indirectly  «(i- 
^"^iming  the  sun  itself.  Therefore,  vj\iq w  Yw'wvj,  \.i\\\\ 
_«vues  to  •  trori,'   it    dies    awav,    as  the   Veavt 'Cc.* 


o  heal ;  it  goes  out;  as  a  caudle  that  ceases  to 

*'  But,  upon  tills  footing,  what  becomes  of  the  m 
dish  doctrine  of  a  faith  without  frame  and  feeling  :"■ 
If  the  ministers,  who  recommend  such  a  faith,  rues 
that  we  must  set  oar  heart  as  a  seal  to  the  gospel 
trulli i  adapted  to  our  present  slate,  and  stamp  them 
with  all  our  might,  not  considering  whether  our  faRti 
nature  and  carnal  reason  relish  them,  and  steadily  fol 
lowing  the  poet's  direction, 


— they  maintain  a  truth,  a  great  truth,  which  taunt* 
be  loo  much  urged  npou  tempted,  desponding,  and 
i.L. pairing  souls.— itut  if  they  mean,  that  we  must  be- 
lieve ourselves-  unconditionally  elected  to  glory,  be  lit 
frame  of  our  minds  ever  so  carnal,  and  the  feelings  nl 
our  hearts  erer  so  worldly,  they  destroy  '  the  healths 
the  daughter  of  God's  people,'  with  as  rank  poison* 
ever  grew  in  spiritual  Egypt.  I  am  no  judge  of  wliil 
passes  in  the  Invito  of  iliosc  jcuik'nien  -  but,  for  mi 
part,  I  never  feel  faith  more  strongly  at  work  than  wbw 
1  wrestle  not  only  with  lk'sh  afd  blood,  but  with  l!" 
battded  powers  of  darkness. 

None  but  a  dead  mau  is  quite  destitute  of  frame  M 
feeling:  It  is  not  a  real  Same  that  neither  warms i 
Winter,  nor  shines  in  the  dark.  The  moment  alijH 
is  not,  in  its  degree,  able  to  triumph  over  darhnrs', 
and  even  to  torn  it  into  light,  it  ceases  to  be  a  i 
light.  You  may  see  in  Windsor  Castle  a  candle  r 
exquisitely  [tainted,  it  shines  as  stedfastly  as  Mr.  M- 
some  believes.  Was  the  coloured  ram-as  a.<  loqusriii 
as  that  Aminomian  hero,  it  might  say,  "  I  shine  wil' 
out  feeling,  though  not  without  a  frame."  Bate* 
then,  Mr.  Fulsome'*  faith  would  have  the  pre-e» 
iien.ee:  ;  for,  if  we  credit  liiui,  il  shines  without  eitW 
Ira i in' or  feeling.  Hnvi  ateovi '« '^vAi&ssNitu  !  bt* 
dangerous  I     IE  aivj  man  tna-j  raw  »W«  ««  *>n>S» 
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that  actually  emits  no  beams,  t  will  repeut  of  the  ridi- 
cule I  cast  upon  the  dotages,  which  make  nay  for  a 
"  justifying  faith"  that  works  by  adultery  and  murder  ; 
an  ill- smelling  caudle  this,  which  bums  in  the  breasts 
of  apostates,  to  the  honour  of  biro  that  kindled  it  at 
the  fire  of  Tophet — an  infernal  caudle,  sending  forth 
darkness  instead  of  light,  and  so  far  benighting  tin: 
good  men  who  follow  it,  that  they  look  upon  it  as  the 
inextinguishable  '  candle  of  the  Lord,'  and  upon  sin- 
cere obedience  as  a  "  jack  o'  lantern." 

The  preceding  pages  represent  truth  as  the  remedy 
and  nourishment  of  car  souls  ;  and  1  have  already  ob- 
served, that  as  we  cannot  take  food  without  the  conti- 
nual help  of  the  God  of  nature,  so  we  cannot  receive 
the  truth  without  the  continual  assistance  of  the  God 
of  grace  ;  it  being  the  first  axiom  of  the  gospel,  that 
all  our  sufficiency  and  ability  to  do  any  good  are  of 
God.  Nevertheless,  lest  those  who  seek  occasion 
against  the  truth,  which  they  iln  not  relish,  should 
call  the  free  grace  1  hold  forth,  Pclagianism  ;  i  shall 
conclude  this  lection  by  asserting,  that  if  Christ  were 
not  '  the  Saviour  of  all  men,'  and  if  we  were  entirely 
destitute  of  the  gracious,  evaiiirelicti  '  light  that  en- 
lightens every  man,'  and  '  helps  our  infirmities,'  wo 
should  be,  with  respect  to  saving  truths,  like  people 
who  either  have  no  kind  of  food,  or  no  appetite  at  ail 
to  their  food;  nay,  like  sick  people  that  have  an  insur- 
mountable aversion  to  a  medicine ,  and  an  irresistible 
longing  for  poison,  lint  the  saving '  grace  of  God  hav- 
ing appeared  to  all  men,'  and  having  mercifully  then 
us  an  evangelical  capacity  to  receive  the  truth,  as  it  is 
revealed  to  us  in  the  dispensation  we  arc  under ;  we 
may  either  put  that  truth  from  us,  as  the  unbelieving 
Jews  did,  or  welcome  it,  as  Job  and  his  friends  ; 
althoogh  not  without  difficulty  Yea,  such  difficulty  as 
forms  the  '  trial  uf  our  faith,'  and  makes  it  reason- 
able lu  Gud,  to  bid  us  '  choose  life'  rather  than  death, 
when  truth  and  error,  bles-iuii  and  cursing,  are  *et 


SECTION  Vtl. 

Ttir  uperatlee  llrRtf  of  the   Truth,    and  the    operatwr 

lielief  of  a  Lie,  art  the  two  Hooli  that  product  all 

am  gout!  and  all  our  bad  aclioni.      sin  Appeal  to 

Reaton  aid  Matter  of  Fact. 

No  plant  HO  grow  without  its  root,  mid  uo  moral 
iictioii  can  spring  into  existence  without  its  principle. 
lVticn  wc  ill)  nut  dissemble,  mir  principle  of  action  It 
our  prevalent  persuasion — our  predominant  belief;  s 
cordial,  practical  belief  of  tlie  truth  and  rejection  of  i 
lit,  being  always  the  principle  of  .1  L-ood  action  ;  and  i 
cordial,  practical  belief  of  a  lie  and  rejection  of  the 
tmth,  being  always  the  principle  of  a  bad  action. 

That  good  works  can  have  no  origin  but  the  belief  pi 
the  truth,  will  appear  indubitable,  if  we  trace  than 
back  to  their  sources.  To  fear,  lore,  and  obey  God, 
ate  undoubtedly  good  works  ;  but  can  i  do  them,  with- 
out believing  the  truth,  that  is,  without  believing,  that 
Uud  I*,  that  he  is  to  be  feared,  loved,  and  obeyed,  and 
that  It  is  my  .duty  or  privilege  so  to  do  ?  Again  :  Thai 
bad  works  can  have  no  other  origin  but  the  belief  at  ■ 
lilt,  will  also  appear  evident,  if  we  follow  them  K 
(heir  spring.  To  neglect  aud  disobey  God,  are  at 
taluly  had  works  ;  hut  can  we  do  them  without  ' ' 
lieving  a  lie  ?'  without  being  more  or  less  persuaded, 
that  although  it  may  not  be  our  duty,  yet,  upon  Ak 
whole,  in  our  present  cirr  instances,  it  will  be  far  at> 
advantage  or  credit,  to  neglect  God,  and  to  swim  wit! 
the  stream  ? 

.May  not  the  preceding  argument  concerning  tbeim 
portauce  of  faith,  be  confirmed  by  appeals  to  res** 
experience,  and  matter  of  fact  ?  Did  not  Eve  sttt 
i  u  paradise,  so  long  as  she  forbore  eating  of  the  fori* 
den  fruit  ?  Did  Khe  not  forbear  eating,  so  lout  I 
she  believed  the  truth,  that  is,  so  lung  as  she  b 
she  should  die  if  she  ate  of  that  fruit .'  Would  sV 
have  -inned,  if  fi\»'.  V.i4  «o\  tvtsx  \>e\mk(uI  a  lie,  r»  :^ 
swallowed  down  a  cIuwkt   <*\\«t    '"CW-iw;***      t 
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liot  die  ;— the  fruit  was  as  good  as  il  was  fidr  ;— it  was 
to  be  desired  to  make  one  wise  ; — she  should  be  as 
God,'  &<;.,  were  not  these  untruth.",  freely  entertained  in 
her  li cart,  thf  causes  other  committing  the  direful  deed.1 
Why  did  Judas  once  forsake  all  to  follow  the  indigent 
Jeans  ?  Was  it  not  because  he  btTicv.i!  it  Win  real  ad- 
vantage so  to  do  ?  And  did  he  not  so  far  believe  the 
truth,  and  shew  hi*  faith  by  cum'spoiulini;  works?  By 
and  by  the  spirit  of  error  suggested,  that  he  should  be  a 
loser  by  following  and  a  gainer  by  bctrayim:  his  Master. 
Was  not  this  an  infamous  lie  i  When  he  had  believed 
it,  did  not  his  heart  become  a  nest  for  the  old  serpent, 
a  throne  for  the  father  of  lies  ?  And  did  not  our  Lord 
speak  the  winds  „{  soberness  iiuil  trulh,  when  he  said 
to  his  disciples,  '  One  of  you  hath  a  devil?' 

Why  did  Peter  deny  his  dear  Lord  ?  Undoubtedly 
because,  in  that  fatal  hour,  he  believed,  that  the  Jews 
were  more  able  and  ready  to  fall  upon  and  destroy  him, 
than  Christ  was  to  save  and  defend  him.  And  was 
not  this  believing  an  Untruth  ?  When  he  had  completed 
his  crime,  why  did  lie  go  out  to  weep,  and  not  to  hang 
himself  like  Judas  ?  Wak  it  not  because  he  admitted 
the  truth  again  ;  hclieiini;,  I  hut  where  sin  had  abound- 
ed, grace  might  yet  snperabouud  ;  and  that  great 
as  his  crimes  were,  God's  mercy  and  Christ's  love  were 
yet  greater? — Saving  truths  these,  which  Judas  could 
no  longer  believe,  having  '  done  [final]  despite  to  the 
Spirit  of  Truth,  [who]  leads, [not  drags,]  into  the  truth.' 
Why  did  David  attack  Goliah  with  undaunted  cou- 
rage ?  Was  it  not  because  he  heartily  believed  that 
the  Lord  would  not  be  iiiMiliul  by  thai  blaspheming 
monster,  and  would  stand  by  any  one  that  attacked  him 
In  the  name  of  the  God  of  Israel  I  A  great  truth  this, 
through  which  he  waxed  valiant  in  light,  killed  his 
gigantic  adversary,  aud  turned  to  flight  the  armies  of 
the  aliens.— Why  did  he  afterwards  slain  his  righteous 
ioul  with  atrocious  crimes?  Was  it  not  because  he  ' 
^radically,  and  therefore  most  cordially,  believed  an. 
horrid  untruth  ;  namely,  that  the  company  ol  Yfia 
•leighhoar's  ene  Jamb  was  preferable,  w  ftie  Wft^W 
ffarded  by  the  Umb  of  God  ? — W hy  4\A  Vie  aSw^wA* 
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repeut  ?     Was  it  not  because  be  received  the  trn 

alien  i  ii  g  that  he  had  committed  dread- 
ful sins,  and  that  he  must  repent  or  perish  ? 

A::. ii'!  ;  Why  are  men  '  lovers  of  the  world  u 
than  lovers  of  God  !'  Is  it  not  because  they  really  be- 
lieve, (hat  the  world  run  make  them  happier  than 
—  IF  I  say,  "  I  believe  that  God  ia  preferable  t 
world,"  and  do  not  seek  my  chief  happiness  in  bin, 
do  not  I  deceive  myself,  and  tell  a  gross  untruth; 
And  while  St.  James  charges  me  to  show  my  faith  bj 
my  works,  does  oat  St.  John  show  himself  a  ratiooil 
divine,  when  he  protests  that '  the  truth  is  not  in  me?' 
Once  more :  Why  did  Saul  of  Tarsus  '  breathe 
threatening*  and  slaughter'  against  Christ's  members: 
Was  It  not  becanse  be  believed  the  grand  lie  of  bi 
day,  that  is,  that  Christ  was  an  impostor?  And  whi 
did  he  afterwards  breathe  nothing  but  fervent  Ion 
to  Christians,  and  uu  extinguish  able  zeal  for  Christ1! 
glory  *  Was  it  nor  liccaiisu  Ills  inmost  soul  was 
trated  with  the  force  of  this  almighty  troth,  "  Clnin 
is  the  true  Messiah  ;  he  loved  me,  and  gave  himself 
for  me  ?■' 

From  these,  and  a  thousand  such  observations  apt 
the  canoert'vm  of  sinners,  and  the  perveriiou  of  saint 
I  draw  the  following  consequences,  which,  I  trust,  wi 
recommend  themselves  to  the  reason  of  every  at 
inquirer  after  truth. 

1.  To  convert  or  pervert  a  man,  you  need  onh 
rhwe  hi.-  principle  of  action,  his  iiredomiimnt  practi- 
cal belief  of  a  damnable  lie,  or  of  a  ;;niu^  miih.  t'wii 
the  spring  be  new,  so  undoubtedly  will  be  the  strcflWi. 
If  you  have  a  new  tree,  you  will  infallibly  have  ne« 
fruit.  If  the  rudder  be  truly  turned,  the  ship  wi 
tainly  take  a  new  course. 

2.  Truth  is  the  heavenly  seed,  that  produces  liviaf 
faltb  ;  and  living  faith  is  the  heavenly  root  that  pi 
duces  good  works.  Truth  and  faith,  therefore,  art 
the  bottom  of  every  good  work.  To  suppose  th 
absent  from  a  good  wait,  is  \o  m^nss  tlmt  a  gi 
work  caii  be  void  of  siucenq  iqq.««\\\,  vrtAsA  tt 
void  of  goodness,     And  is  ua\  iWa  s.ivVQ*«*t  *  ^ 
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absurdity  ?  On  the  other  hand,  a  lie  ia  the  hellish 
seed,  that  product-.-  unbelief;  ami  unbelief  is  tbehel- 
lish  root  that  produces  bad  works.  A  lie  and  unbelief 
are  then  at  the  bottom  of  every  bad  work.  To  sup- 
pose them  absent  from  a  had  work,  is  to  suppose,  that 
a  bad  work  can  be  wrought  in  faith  anil  io  tenth,  which 
is  as  impossible  as  to  do  a  good  work  iu  malice  and 
wickedness. 

3.  As  the  rise  and  fall  of  a  good  weather-glass  infal- 
libly show  the  real,  though  as  yet  invisible,  alterations 
of  the  atmosphere  ;  ao  our  rising  from  sin  and  our  fal- 
ling into  sin  surely  evidence  the  secret,  and  perhaps 
unnoticed,  changes  that  happen  in  our  faith,  for  the 
better  or  for  the  worse.  For  the  whole  of  our  words 
ami  notions,  taken  in  connexion  with  our  views  and 
tempers,  are  the  certain  result  of  our  present  faith  or 
unbelief,  and  consequently  the  best  marks  that  we 
please  or  displease  God,  according  to  the  last  and  capital 
pri'jMi-ition  of  the  Minutes. 

4.  When  there  Is  '  truth  in  the  inward  parts,'  there 
is  faith  also,  it  being  as  impossible  to  admit  religious 
truths  any  other  way  but  by  faith,  as  it  is  to  partake  of 
the  light  any  other  way  but  by  sight.  Truth  and  faith 
tincture  with  goodness  the  most  estiaordiuary  actions. 
Thus  Samuel  cuts  Agag  in  pieces  before  the  Lord,  St. 
Paul  strikes  Elyunis  with  blindness,  St.  Peter  strikes 
Ananias  with  sudden  death,  Phinehas  runs  Zimri  and 
Cosbi  through  the  body,  Abraham  offers  Isaac  in  troth 
and  faith  ;  and  '  God  coouts  these  actions  to  them  for 
righteousness  to  all  generations  for  evermore.'  On  the 
other  hand,  the  actions  that  do  not  spring  from  truth 
anil  faith,  be  they  ever  so  good  in  the  eyes  of  men,  are 
an  abnmioation  in  the  sight  of  God,  who  requires 
'  truth  in  the  inward  parts  :'  Thus  king  Saul  offers  a 
sacrifice,  Judas  pleads  for  the  poor,  the  Pharisees  make 
long  prayers,  Pilule  washe*  his  himds  from  the  blood 
of  Christ,  and  God  reckons  these  works  to  them  for  sin 
to  all  generations  for  evermore. 

5.  Some  actions,  such  as  the  commWum  ol  *AiV 
tery  and  of  murder,  can  never  be  t'uicWtvi  Vj  ViWiv 
and  faith,  Because  they  have,  for  their  pt\uc\v^  Xt'wm.- 
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pliant  impurity,  groa*  injustice,  und  (Ingniiit  unbelief 
and  whenever  siidi  siu-  prevail  in  the   soul,  the  ci 
trary  virtues,  holiness,  truth, and  faith  are  gone  ;  jnst 
when  racking  pain*  aad  a  putrid  lever  prevail  it 
body,  case  and  health  are  there  no  more.  To  suppo* 
therefore,  that  liiiug  faith  lurked  in  David's  heart  lis 
iug  hU>  grievous  apoatacj,  ia  an  absurd  a: 
that  health  links  in  a  body  infected   by  the  plague, 
life  In  a  corpac.     "  Ay,  but  David's  faith,    tike    that 
Peter,  was  raised  up  again."    True  :   and  so  was 
I.....  .-i    Lazarus,  dial  .i[  our  Lord,  and    that  of 

ruler's    daughter  :     Hat  ia  this  a  proof  that  Lala 
Christ,  and  the  dunnel,  did  not  undergo  a  real  dea 
A  concession,  however,  1  cheerfully  make  to  my 
jector  ;  wishing  that  it  may  lie  a  mean  of    reconcile: 
him  as  much  to  the  faith  of  St.  James,  an  1  am  rn» 
ciled  to  that  of  St.  Hani.    1/  he  grant  me,  Ural  Pel 
and  David's  faith  went  out  as  really  as  a  candle  whW 
ia  put  under  an  extinguisher  ;  1  will  grant  biol,  lU  i 
through  the  long -suffering  of   God,  who    aeter    ■ 
the  absolute  re  probation  of  sinners  so  long  as  their  i- 
of  visitation  lasts,  the  extinct   faith  of    (hose  /alto  I 
saints  was  as  an  extinguished  light,   that  continues"  I 
smoke,  aud  can  the  sooner  he  lighted  again.    Tbnf  I 
falls,  great  as   they  were,  did  uot  amount  io  compk*  1 
obduracy  aud  the  sin  against  the  Holy  Ghost.  ' 
uot  quench  the  smoking  lias,'  was  a  promise  ii 
they  were  still  interested,  uiih  all  those  who  h 
yet  done  final  '  despite  to  the  Spirit  of  gia. 
grace,  therefore,    visited  lliem    again;  and 
put  her  candle  to  their  hearts,  they  again  knew  ™B 
day;  they  welcomed  the  light  ;  the  imoklng  !l;in*-« 
more  caught  the  pine  dame  of  truth ;  and  living  &> 
with  her  luminous  train,  was  rekindled  in 
Thus,  by  improving  what  remained   of  the  i 
time,  they  escaped  the  fate  of  .ludas,  who  st 
himself,  that  his  candle  was  put  out  in  final  dart|« 
they  avoided  the   duoiu  of  the  foolish  virgins, 

procrastinated   repentance,   Awfc   v\ievc 

lamps  were  never  YieJWeu.  a?ain.   ,v.ov 
6.  As  our  pulses  a\V  van  ft»^*Al  fc 


IRST.]  ESSAY    ON   TRUTH.  517 

e  beating  of  our  heart ;  so  our  inward  works,  tbat  ia, 
ir  thoughts,  desires,  schemes,  and  tempers  exactly 
iswer  (o  our  faitli  or  principle  of  action.    1  saj,  "  OUT 

ward  work?,"  because  hypocrites  ran  mimic  all  ex- 
rual  works.  How  improperly  then  is  St.  I'aul  quoted 
;ahist  tlie  works  of  faith  1  Does  lie  not  assure  us 
iniself,  that  saving  '  faith  worketh  by  love  V     And  ia 

not  as  absurd  to  oppose  (he  works  of  faith  (o  faith, 
i  to  oppose  the  pulses  to  the  beating  of  the  heart ;  no 
to  iliiu::-  in  the  world  belli?  more  strongly  con nect- 
1  !     HoweTer,  as   the   heart  always  beats  before  the 

(ciio-J.  and  as  a  cannon  is  always  fired  before  the  ex- 
oaion  can  be  heard,  the  ball  felt,  of  the  flame  Der- 
ived ;  so  faith  always  moves  before  it  can  set  fear, 
ipe,  desire  or  love  in  motion.  And  if  godly  four, 
ipe,  desire  and  love,  which  are  our  internal  good 
arks,  always  spriug  from  faith  ;  our  external  good 
orks,  such  as  puMieh-  uui>!iippiug  God,   doing  good 

our  neighbour,  &c,  from  a  rich!  principle  and  ia  a 
ght  manner,  always  Ho iv  from  faith  also.  For  oar 
:  tenia!  wjiks  are  nothing  but  the  effects  of  the  works 
hich  we  have  already  wrought  in  our  hearts;  juat  as 
e  rapid  motion  of  a  bailout' of  the  cannon,  is  nothing 
it  the  effect  of  the  motion  that  was  communicated  to 
,  while  it  was  yet  is  the  cannon. 
\j.  If  every  internal  good  work  (suppose  a  sincere 
tenttive  desire  to  love  my  enemy  for  tiod's  sake)  ue- 
euarily  springs  from  a  good  principle,  that  is,  from 
fne  faith ;  it  follows,  that,  so  long  as  I  consistently 
Jotinnc  in  the  same  disposition,  my  principle  of  ac- 
"ti  is  good,  and  1  am  (so  far)  a  good  mau,  according 
'  tlie  standard  of  one  or  another  of  the  gospel  dispen- 
MOni.  On  the  other  hand,  if  any  one  inward  bad 
frit  (suppose  a  malicious  desire  to  hurt  my  ncigh- 
nt)  springs  from  a  bad  principle,  it  follows  also,  that, 
l«wg  as  I  continue  in  that  bad  di< position,  whatever 
5ree  of  sanctity  1  may  pretend  to,  my  principle  of 
l*on  Is  bMt,  I  am  a  wicked  man  of  the  Pharvwlt  ox 
U«  Anliuomiao  order. — To  conclude  -. 
f-  Aalby  suppressing   the  beating  of  fl»to*iV» 
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may  sio|)  all  the  pulses ;  so  by  suppressing 
faith,  you  may  pnt  a  stop  to  nil  good  works, 
other  hand,  as  by  cutting  the  main  arteries, 
put  ail  end  tu  the  motion  of  the  heart :  So  by  suppress- 
ing the  good  uit.tiuti$  ciu-ed  by  faith,  yon  may  put  in 
end  to  the  life  of  faith,  mid  destroy  the  new  ctmttm 
In  Christ  Jesus. 

The  Reasonableness  of  the  Doctrine  of  Salt 
Faith  is  further  nim-i-d  hy  it  finely  of  ur^uuniiti 
—Haw  much  at  are  indebted  to  the  Solifidians,f' 
haein%  firmly  stood  up  in  defence  of  Faith, 
dearly  they  have  made  us  pit}/  for  that  set  vice, 
theg  have  so  enforced  our  Eleventh  Article,  vM 
guards  Salvation   by   Faith,  as  to  make   void 

Twelfth,    which  guards    Morality -ttid   why 

autrpoweriug  suh-iiduur  if  Truth  L  i/tiulified by  torn 
shades. 

Should  some  readers  still  think,  that  it  U  i 
■enable  to  dwell  first  upon  faith,  and  to  insist 
upon  it  than  upon  the  other  work'  and  grates,  whirl 
adorn  the  life  and  character  of  a  Chrisliai 
their  scruple.",  and  to  vindiiv.te  mole  fully  the  fund* 
mental  doctrine  of  salvation  by  faith,  1  prc.-i.nt  tli< 
with  the  following  remarks  : 

1.  If  true  faith  is  the  root  that  produces  hope,  ehi 
rity  and  sincere  obedience,  as  the  preceding  ^ecii 
evinces,  is  it  not  reasonable  principally  lo  urge  I 
necessity  of  believing  aright  ?  The  end  of  all  preai 
ing  is  undoubtedly  to  plant  the  tree  of  evangeli 
obedience;  and  how  can  that  tree  he  planted  but  1 
its  root?  Was  a  gardener  ever  charged  with  unW 
soaableuess,for  not  setting  a  tree  by  the  branches 

2.  If  faith  working  b^  \«ro  vs.  ftw\\c«\  tS  v.™.. 
gion,     should  we   WKbe«Wt  Wtt«SSft"*»MSl» 
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care  upon  it?     Suppose  you  were  a  physician,  and 

.-.Itti  1 1  .;..■  L    ,1     :■::'■.  Ml,     '.:  i:.  .'..■':.' 

stomach  and  another  on  his  hand  ;  would  you  da  ho- 
nour to  your  skill,  if  orcrldukiiig  the  ititmial  mischief 
you  confined  yew*  attention  to  the  external  nicer? 

3.  The  most  excellent  gift  of  God  to  man,  next  to 
the  invaluable  gifts  of  his  Son  and  Spirit,  is  that  of 
saving  truth.  Nay!  the  Son  of  God,  in  his  prophetic 
character,  came  only  to  display  The  truth.  He  Was 
manifested  in  the  flesh  to  he  its  herald  among  men. 
St.  Paul  tells  us,  that '  Christ  witnessed  j  good  confes- 
sion hefore  Pilate  ;'  and  St.  John  informs  us,  that  part 
of  this  confession  ran  thus;    '  To  this  end  was  I  bom, 

"     and   for  this  cause  came  1  into  the  world,  that  I  should 

bear  witness  unto  the  trulli.'  Now,  it  '  bulling  witness 

to  the  truth'  was  a  great '  cause,'  and  a  peculiar  'end' 

""  of  our   Lord's  coming  into  the  world;  if  the  Spirit 

""    Itself  is  called  the   '  Spirit  of  troth,'  because  his  grand 

office  is  to  reveal  and   seal  the   truth;  iftruthisno 

™   better  than  error  to  us,  till  we  receive  it  by  faith  ;  and 

'  _    if  the   scripture  declares   four   times,  that  '  the  just 

-   shall   live   by   his  faith,'  a  declaration  this,  which  St. 

Paul  confirms,  by  his  own  experience,  when  he  says, 

'  I  live  by  faith  ;'  is  it  not  evident,  that  when  we  prac. 

1  tically   reject  the   doctrine   of   faith,  we   reject   life, 

'    together  with  all  the  blessings  which  are  '  brought  to 

'  '  light  by  the  gospel ;'  a  gospel  disbelieved  being  un- 

^  doitbtedly  a  gospel  rejected  ? 

4.  Our  feelings  and  conduct  greatly  depend  upon  our 
—      apprehensions  of  thins-.     A  raise  report  that  your  son 

is  dead,  reaches  your  ears ;  you  believe  it,  and  pangs 
'  ofgrief  distract  your  breast.  Soon  aflera  true  account 
'**  uf  his  being  drowned  is  brought  to  you  ;  you  dlsbe- 
"  -  licve  it,  and  you  remain  unaffected. — A  diamond  by 
'"*"  moonlight  glitters  at  your  feet;  you  think  it  is  only  a 
^  glow-worm,  and  this   mistake    prevents  your  stooping 

to  pick  it  up.  Aglow-worm  shines  at  some  distanre  ; 
**  yoa  faucy  that  it  is  a  diamond,  and  you  run  to  it  with 
""  adegree  of  hope  and  joy  pvoiiottumvibk  to  \\\e  ftffi^wfc 
**  of  your  rain  confidence.     The  God,   of  wtffcYufcWfc- 
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nite,  spiritual  diamond,  if  1  may  use  the  expression; 
and  yet,  so  faint  are  our  ideas  of  his  excellence,  that 
we  overlook  him,  and  iuad  ly  run  after  deceitful  objecis, 
the  brightest  of  which  are  but  glow-worms  to  the 
'  Father  of  lights.'  Nothing,  therefore,  hut  a  firm 
'  belief  of  (he  truth,'  stamping  our  souls  with  just 
apprehensions  of  things,  and  filing  in  us  a  strong  per- 
suasion  ot  their  intrinsic  north  or  vanity,  can  rectify 
our  judgment,  and  make  us  regulate  our  conduct  ac- 
cording (o   the   dictates  of    God's  word,   which  a 

iu variably  one  with  the  truth,  and  with  the  nature  of 

5.  When  St.  Paul  exhorts  his  convert  to  Ihc  pursuit 
of  things  '  honest,  just,  pnre,  lovely,'  &c,  he  men- 
tions first,  with  great  propriety,  '  whatsoever  things 
are  true,'  For,  as  soon  as  obedient  Faith  allows 
Truth  to  sit  upon  the  throne,  there  is  an  cud  of  mental 
anarchy  :     All  things  resume  their  proper  rank*  and 

;:  .  I      ■  ■■.:■       .-..:...     ..      .    .:    ■  ....     .     :;     .  ■ 

their  Creator  ;  earth,  before  4  heaven  j  and  time, 
before  eternity.  Thus,  Saliin'*  charm  i.-  broken,  God 
begins  to  be  to  us,  what  he  is  in  himself,  '  all  ill 
and  when  we  see  him  such,  if  our  faith  be  lively  and 
practical,  we  treat  him  as  such  :  We  answer  the  end  of 
our  creation  :  Truth  prevails  ;  'Satan  falls  as  light- 
ning from  heaven  :*     Man  is  man,  and  God  is  God 

6.  If  truth,  next  to  God,  is  the  most  puwerful  thiuj 
in  the  world  ;  if  we  can  have  no  communion  will 
God,  but  by  the  medium  of  truth  ;  if  falsehood 
is  the  rankest  poison  in  hell  ;  and  if  we  take  a  draught 
of  this  poison  as  often  as  we  take  in  a  capital  religious 
error  ;  can  you  reasonably  explode  the  doctrine  oi 
salvation  by  faith,  since  the  office  of  living  faith  is  W 
expel  the  poison  of  destructive  error,  and  to  receive 
the  reviving,  healing,  strengthening  cordial  of  gospel- 
truth? 

7.  If  an  unfeigned  faith  in  the  truths  which  God  re 
veals  under  one  or  another  of  his  evangelical  dispensa- 
tions, is  the  instruments  cau&t  ot  Siwi  tswd  works, 
whilst  a  cordial  consent  w  ouc  ottioti  at  &aMafVta\, 


is  the  parent  of  all  our  bail  actions ; — if  these  t< 
springs  move  every  wheel  of  righteousness  and  of  Fd 
qnity  iu  the  world  ; — Is  it  not  highly  consistent  witn 
reason  to  mind  them  first  ?  Wonld  yon  not  pity  your 
watch-maker,  if  he  so  regarded  the  hand  and  dial' 
plate  of  your  watch,  as  to  forget  the  wheel-work  and 
spring?  And  ran  you  approve  the  method  of  Hones- 
tils,  who  insists  upon  good  works,  without  ever 
touchiug  upon  the  principles  of  siucer™  obedience, 
1  upon  faith,  which  U  the   spring  that  sets  all   in 

!.  Again,  if  Abraham,  by  '  not  staggering  at  the 
promise  of  God  through  unbelief,  and  by  being  strong 
ill  faith,  gave  glory  to  God,'  and  '  set  to  his  seal  that 
God  is  true  ;'— if  you  cannot  honour  a  superior  more 
than  by  receiving  his  every  word  with  respectful  confi- 
dence, and  moling  at  bis  every  beck  with  obedient  ala- 
crity ; — and  if  faith  thus  honours  God,  why  should  you 
refnse  it  the  first  place  among  the  graces  which  support 
and  adorn  the  church  militant  ?  Especially  since  the 
Lord  dec  hires,  that '  the  pure  in  heart  shall  see  God,' 
and  that  our  '  hearts  are  purified  by  faith  ;'  and  since 
the  scriptures  testify,  that  'without  holiness  no  man 
shall  see  the  Lord,"  and  that  we  '  are  sanctified  through 
faith  that  is  in  him.' 

9.  All  fuluess  dwells  in  God  ;  creatures,  abstracted 
from  the  divine  plenitude,  are  nitre  emptiness.  Ration- 
al creatures,  in  their  most  perfect  stats,  are  only 
mora]  vessels,  rilled  with  the  grace  Of  God,  and  reflect- 
ing the  light  of  divine  truth.  Now,  if  we  can  be  saved 
any  other  way  than  '  by  grace  through  [obedient] 
faith,'  that  is,  by  freely  receiving  the  grace  and  light  of 
God,  through  the  practical  belief  01  die  truth  proposed 
to  ns  ;— if  we  are  in  any  degree  saved  by  our  proper 
merit  through  faithless  works  ;  we  may  indulge  Phari- 
saic boasting.  Hut  God  does  not  so  give  his  glory  to 
human  worms  ;  therefore  such  s  boasting  is  excluded 
hy  the  law  of  faith  ;  and  the  apostle  wisely  observes, 
that  salvation  '  is  of  faith,  tliat  U  »qVie\rtp»-; 
the  Justify  lyg  frith  of  sinners  alwa.-vsiravWmtt.icQiKv^. 
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ackiuiwli'dgiiient  uf  their  sin  and  misery,  and  in  ton 
i-eeoursc  lo  '  the  lender  merry  of  our  God,  wcert 
the  day  spring  from  on  hi«li  bath  visited  ■*,'  more 
less  clearly,    according  to     the   dispensation  we  I 

•   To  e.ljbliih  ttie  doclrlne  of    (he  gnsc.;!  dilptntatlosi, 


n«.  «e.    He  would  have  been  tnvrd  ,  and  in  mm 

Ills  cturili,i«n  I  Add  nevertheless  Si.  P.ul,  ■  ttw  fin 
Jnrtly  rtpmeated  tte.1  article  is  esientlnl  to  the  sainUooof 


read  (he  Ada 

of  Ihe    Apostle.,  without 

■  us  wrniiiilu  liy  .St.  Peter's 

,sve  trut'Llicdi'     A   Victor 

day  of  Penlec 

si.— Nay  what  ia  at  one  tl 

MEUnHANOL'M]    In  page  434,  I  h 

ye  said,  that '■  The  f/cnu- 

Ine  seed  of  toe  word  Is  always  go 

d,  always  lull  of  dlrioe 

energy."      I  desire  die  candid  ren 

er  to  read  the  followl.ii 

lines  as  more  P4rHoularly  eipreisl 

e  of  m.  meaning. 

lllte  the  sun,  ll  »lw»J« 

efficacious  where  Its  light  penetrat 

not,  like  the  eon.  iblse 

mate  brightly  and  powerfully  at  oni 

lew  sensibly,  that  whenontn  God 

ends  Iti  being  slwayi  » 

'  sovour  of  life  untolVfe  loftimr. 

unto  tte«th'  to  wilful  vmbe.Ue.ietf, 

WK<n4i«*  \b  ««  is™*  *»■ 
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10.  The  manner  in  which  faith  and  its  works  '  CX- 
i-lnf.lt;  lirwi.-iJiijj,'  may  lit'  ilhi^iaicd  by  a  comparison,  A 
beggar  lies  ctylng  at  your  door,  yon  offer  him  a  cordial, 
he  takes  it,  revives,  and  works.  A  deserter  is-  going 
to  In;  -hist,  vim  lii'lni;  Iiim  11  p.inlmi  iVnni  the  king,  if 
he  will  receive  it  with  nrn'i.-ln!  IniiiiiUiy  ;  lie  does  so, 
Joins  his  regiment,  and  lights  with  such  courage  that 
he  is  promoted.  Now,  in  these  cases,  it  is  evident, 
that  Pharisaic*  boasting  is  excluded.  If  the  beggar 
live  ever  so  long,  and  work  ever  so  hard, — if  the  de- 
serter fight  ever  to  manfully,  and  be  raised  ever  so 
high;  yet  they  can  never  say,  that  their  doings  have 
procured  them  tlie  life  which  they  enjoy  ;  fur,  before 
they  did  such  works,  tlmt  life  was  .(.'inrinu.-ly  given,  or 
restored  to  them,  npou  the  easy  terms  of  confidently 
taking  a  remedy,  and  humbly  accepting  a  pardon  offer- 
ed. The  application  is  easy,  Hy  our  fallen  nature  we 
are  '  conceived  in  -in,  ami  ebiUlren  of  wrath  :'  God 
freely  gives  us  the  light  of  life  in  Jesus  Christ ;  faith, 
without  necessity,  hninlily  receives  it,  and  works  by 
it  ;  the  believer,  therefore,  can  never  be  so  unreason- 
able and  iHin-iLlcful,  as  to  suppose,  that  his  working 
merited  him  '  the  light  of  life,'  by  which  he  began  to 
wnrk  righteousness-  ;  So  lonij  as  he  deserves  the  name 
»f  a  believer,  he  knows,  he  feeis,  that  bis  faith  is,  in 
|the  first  place,  a  mere  receiver.  '  What  hast  thou 
■that  thou  hast  not  received  ?'  roars  like  thunder  in  the 
ears  o i  a  lively  faith,  and  like  lightning  strikes  dead 
i  he  Pharisaic  boont. 

I  II.  I  say,  that  "  faith  is,  in  the  first  place,  a  mere 
jveceiver."  This  deserves  attention.  If  we  consider 
jlaithas  a  conduit-pipe,  which  at  one  end  receives  the 
jtriitti  aud  power  of  (iod,  nnd  at  the  other  end  refunds 
fchoseliviug  streams  to  water  the  garden  (if  the  Lord; 
live  may  with  propriety  compare  that  mother  grace  to 
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c  |ii[«  of  a  wawrtng-pol,  which  at  the  intenml, 
isceu  opening,  receives  the  water  that  it  in  tlif  f*i 
id  at  the  external,  visible  perioral  ions,  returns  i 
forma  artificial  showers  over  the  drooping;  a 
According  to  the  doctrine  of  grate,  maintained  bytbi 
Solllidians,  faith  does  nothing  but  receive,  the  granOT 
£  through  Christ;  and  according  la  the.  doctrinf  tf 
works,  maintained  by  the  Moralists,  faith  ia  a  mot 
lower  ;  hut,  accordiug  to  tlie  gospel  of  Christ,  wticl 
unbraces  and  connccta  tht  two  i 
li  is  first  an  humble,  passive  i> 
cheerful,  attire  beatower  :  It  receives 
truth,  and  returns  lore  and  food  worts, 
spect,  it  resembles  the  heart,  which 
receive)  the  hlooti  from  the  vi-ins,  and  returns  it  ii 
arteries.  If  die  heart  cease  either  to  receini 
eturn  the  blood,  (no  matter  which,)  its  moii 
our  animal  life  are  soou  at  an  end;  and  if  la! 
cease  either  to  receive  grace  or  to  return  good  wod 
its  motion  mui  its  life  soon  terminate  in  spiritual  da 
accordiug  to  the  doctrine  of  St.  James.  If  the  Sofi 
diau 3  an d|M oral Uti  candidly  looked  at  faith  in  this* 
tional  and  scriptural  Jipht,  the y  would  soon  crabm 
the  whole  gospel,  and  one  another.  Ity  considering  liil 
as  a  receiver,  according  to  the  first  gospel  axiom,  Ho' 
ucstus  would  avoid  the  Pharisaic  extreme;  and  byritn- 
in|i  it  as  a  bestower,  according  to  the  second  gospeln 
iom,  Zelotes  would  avoid  the  Antinomiati  drlusio* 
And  both  would  jointly  recommend  the  humble,  cbeertVl 
consistent  passiveness  andaetivity  of  Bible  belie ven, 
12.  '  If  we  receive  the  witness  of  men,'  says  S 
John,  '  the  witness  of  God  is  greater  :  for  [under  d» 
Christian  dispensation] this  is  the  witness  of  Rod  whW 
he  hath  testified  of  his  Son  ;  He  that  belie  vet  b  unlk 
Son  of  Godhalh  the  testimony  in  himself;  6m  V 
tliat  believeth  not  Cod,  hath  mnde  him  a  liar,  beta* 
he  believed  not  the  record,  thai  (iod  gave  of  his  Sol. 
T'pon   these  awful    words,    !  raise  the  following  arp- 

If  a  sta'e  of  absolute  c\ou\A  \*  «pi 
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is  almost  impossible.-  In  keep  the  balance  of  oui  judg- 
!Ht  unturned  for  one  liour,  with  respect  to  all  sating 
uhs  and  destructive  lies; — if  [lie  stream  of  life, 
lich  hurries  us  along,  calls  lis  every  moment  to  ati- 
iu  ;— if  we  continually  do  good  or  bad  worts  ;— if 
od  works  certainly  .'[iriiis  from  sating  faith,  and  bad 
>rks  from  destructive  unbelief ;— if  sceptics  are  only 
iu  imagination,  theory,  and  profession; — if  our 
ily  conduct  Htm  oust  rates  whether  our  heart  incline,'. 
K.t  to  the  lies  of  Satan,  or  to  the  truths  of  God  ;— 
d  if  the  moment  we  practically  reject  God's  truths. 
i  embrace  the  lies  of  the  god  of  this  world,  and  by 
it  mean  take  him  for  our  god  (—If,  1  say,  this  is  the 
ic,  what  reasonable  man  can  be  surprised  tojhear 
i  mild  Jews  say,  ■  He  that  believcth  not,  shall  be 
ailed:'  Can  there  lie  B  greater  sin — a  sin  more 
kluctlve  of  all  iniquity,  and  more  horrid,  thau  to 
ke  the  lying  devil  a  god,  and  the  true  God  a  liar  ? 
Mtrtheless,  dreadful  to  say  '.,  this  doable  crime  ij 
sally  committed  by  all  that  live  in  wilful,  practical 
«lief;_aud  the  commission  of  it  Is  indirectly  re  ■ 
>uieuded  by  all  those  ivhu  decry  the  doctrine  of  sal- 
on by  faith. 

,astly.  If  imr  first  parents  fell  by  bettering  the 
■a  lies  told  them  by  the  serpent ;  is  God  unreason - 
;  to  raise  us,  by  making  us  believe  the  great  truths 
uliar  to  our  dispensation,  ili.il  ilie  divine  leaven  of 
•erity  and  truth  may  counterwork  and  at  last  expel 
Satanic  leavtu  of  malice  aud  wickedness  ?  Who 
-  thought  it  absurd  in  a  physician  to  proportion  the 
edy  to  the  disease,  the  antidote  to  the  poison? 
1  why  should  even  the  incarnation  of  the  Son  of 
,  appear  a  mean  too  wonderful  for  an  end  so  iw- 
aat  ?  Why  should  it  be  thought  incredible,  that 
Sou  of  God,  who,  as  our  Creator,  is  far  more 
■ly  related  to  us  thau  our  natural  parents,  should 
h  graciously  stooped  as  low  as  the  human  nature  to 
tetu  us ;  when  Satan  wantonly  stooped  as  low  a* 
beastly  nature  lo  tempt  us  !  Ou  the  cuirtA-ifj ,  \» 
■(  afaard  to  suppose,  that  beUUth,  wvuiutt  waWt-i 
•i.  II.  Z 


has  dime  more  tu  destroy,  than  heavenly,  creatinE  Iifc 
Ui  save  the  children  of  men  ?  For  my  part,  the  mint 
I  compare  the  genuine  gospel  with  the  nature  of  tiinpi 
tin-  more  I  admin;  their  harmony  ;  wondering  equallj 
it  tlit  prejudices  of  those  hiiaty  professors  who  p" 
perpetual  contempt  ujion  reason,  to  keep  their  irratia- 
il  opinions  in  con uten mice  ;  anil  at  the  unreasonable 
:ss  of  those  pretended  votaries  of  reason,  wl 
ise  that  the  doctrine  of  salvation  by  faith  is 
p.itilile  with  good  sense. 

w.  "  But,"  sajs  an  objector,  *'  if  unfclps 
faith,  or  a  cordial  belief  of  the  truth,  iiistrum 
turns  us  ■  from  the  power  of  Satan  to  (iod  j*  why  to* 
you  published  tracts  adjust  the  Soliridiaus,  whose.fr 
rourite  doctrine  is,  '  Believe ;  be  that  bclicvetb  M 
everlasting  life?'" 

Ans.  By  the  preceding  pages  it  is  evident,  I 
du  not  differ  from  the  Solifidians,  when  they 
salvation  by  fait))  in  a  rational  and  a  scriptural  maiw 
So  long  as  they  do  this,  we  wish  them  good  luck  in  ibt 
name  of  the  Lord.  Nay,  I  publicly  return  them  n; 
sincere  thanks  for  the  bold  stand  they  have  made  ft 
faith,  when  the  floods  of  Pharisaic  ungodliness  litis 
up  their  voice  against  that  mother  grace,  and  thre* 
Hucd  to  destroy  her  with  all  her  offspring.  But,  M 
how  dear  have  they  made  us  pay  for  that  service,  *W 
they  have  asserted  or  insinuated,  that  true  faith  isi» 
ainisslble,  that  it  cau  live  in  a  heart  totally  deprarti 
that  a  man's  faith  can  be  good  when  his  actions 
bad,  detestable,  diabolical;  in  a  word,  that  t 
Christians  may  go  any  length  in  sin,  may  plunge  it* 
adultery,  murder,  or  incest,  and  even  proceed  (U  the 
open  worship  of  devils,  like  Solomon,  without  losbf 
their  title  to  a  throne  of  glory,  anil  their  justifying 
sanctifying,  saving  faith  ! 

This  they  have  done  in  flat  opposition  to  our  Lord'i 
doctrine, '  A  good  Wee  briogetb  not  forth  corrupt  fin' 
neither  does  a  cm-runt  «ec  Wm?  Iwftv  «*s(,<S;«it  ; 
enty  tree  is  known  u^  ttB  <ra\t  vrav\:      t\jj«  <K,«>- 


— And  this  some  af  them  seem  determined  to  do,  to 
the  stumbling  of  the  judicious,  the  deceiving  of  the 
simple,  and  the  hardening  of  infidels  ;  notwithstanding 
our  Twelfth  Article,  which  strongly  guards  the  doc- 
trine of  faith  against  their  Sol  Indian  error.—"  Good 
works,"  pays  our  church  in  that  truly  a  nti- Calvin  istlc 
Article,  "  do  [at  this  present  time]  spring  out  neces- 
sarily of  a  true  and  lively  faith,  [and  consequently  bad 
works,  of  a  false  and  dead  f;ii(h ;]  insomuch  that  by 
them  a  lively  [and  by  bail  works  a  dead]  faith  may  he 
as  evidently  known,  as  a  tree  is  discerned  by  the  fruit." 
But,  in  the  mean  time,  how  do  they  evade  the  force 
of  that  article  ?  Why,  thus :  David  bears  this  year 
the  fruit  of  adultery,  hypocrisy,  treachery,  aaid  murder, 
before  all  his  kingdom  :  Last  year  he  bore  the  fruit  of 
chastity,  sincerity,  truth,  and  brotherly  love.  How- 
ever, according  to  the  Crispian  doctrines  of  grace, 
David  must  be  a  tree  of  ricjitemisnes.-  now,  as  much 
as  when  he  bore  the  fruits  of  righteousness.  If  this  he 
not  the  case,  .Mr.  Fulsomr's  -rwjiL'l  will  he  false  :  Now 
this  must  not  be.  That  gospel  must  stnud.— "  But  if 
It  stand,  our  Twelfth  Article  falls  to  the  ground." — 
Oh  !  we  can  prop  it  by  saying,  that  though  a  child  of 
God,  a  tree  of  righteousness,  may  now  produce  adnl- 
t<rry,  &c.  &c.  &c,  yet  he  will  certainly  produce  good 
fruit  again  by  and  by.  To  this  salvo  I  answer,  that 
(he  Article  has  only  two  grand  designs  ;  the  one  inse- 
parably to  connect  a  lively  faith  and  good  works  ;  and 
the  other,  to  indicate  the  manner  in  which  I  may  know 
whether  i  have  a  lively  or  a  dead  faith.  Now  if  1  may 
have  a  lively  faith  while  I  commit  adultery,  &e.  &c. 
&c,  it  evidently  follows,  (I.)  That  the  necessary  con- 
nexion between  a  lively  faith  and  good  work*  is  totally 
lout: — [2.)  That  adultery  and  murder  may  denote  a 
lively  faith  as  well  as  purity  and  love  ;— And,  (3.)  That 

'  our  Twelfth  Article  has  not  even  the  worth  of  a  nose 
of  wan,  and  may  he  burued  with  St.  James's  Kpistlc, 

'  as  an  article  "  of  straw."     And  yet  these  s,eu\\eu\en 

■  are  the  persons  that  represent  themselves  as  \\\t  cmM 

■  Mr  subscribers  to  our  Article*,  aud  charge  ^  viV&i 


prevarication,  for  taking  the  Seventeenth  Article  b 
eounexiun  with  the  Sixth,  the  Twelfth,  the  Sistcenll, 
and  the  Thirty- first,  as  well  as  with  the  latter  partof 
that  Article  itself,  which  demands  that  the  election';' 
tpeaks  of  be  understood  of  conditional  election  ! 

To  return  :  Should  the  reader  object,  that  "  ifGtrf 
had  suspended  our  salvation  upon  our  practical  belie' 
nf  the  truth,  he  would  have  put  so  conspicuous  a  btilft 
upon  the  saving  truth  peculiar  to  each  dispensation, 
that  ncbotlv  could  have  mistaken  it  for  t'l 
»»ni,  priestcraft,  or  nonsense  :"     I  answ 

1.  God,  having  decreed  to  prove  the  loyaltj  til 
moral  sagacity  of  his  rational  creatures,  could  not  to' 
place  them  in  circumstances  in  which  they  might  i» 
an  opportunity  of  exerting  themselves.  If  hares  wf 
chained  at  the  doors  of  dog-kenuels,  what  sagacity  CMS 
hounds  manifest  above  mastiffs  J  And  if  the  deepe" 
truths  always  lay  within  the  reach  of  the  most  besottri 
souls,  what  advantage  would  candid,  diligent  enqnirfU 
have  over  those,  who  wrap  their  minds  in  the  n-iiol 
prejudice,  and  stupidly  compose  themselves  to  sief 
in  the  arms  of  ignorance  and  sloth  ? 

2.  God  will  reward  us  according  to  our  worts  4 
faith  ;  but  if  the  truth  were  attended  with  an  irresist- 
ible  energy,  if  it  shone  always  upon  our  mindi  B 
trauscendantly  bright  as  the  daxxling  sun  does  MO* 
times  upou  our  faces,  would  God  display  hh)  wisdee 
in  rewarding  us  for  confessing  it?  Did  he,  did  »! 
man  in  his  senses  ever  offer  to  reward  us  for  belieiiilfi 
that  a  bright  luminary  rules  the  day,  when  its  tueritliu 
glory  overpowers  our  sight  ? 

3.  Pearls  are  found  in  the  bottom  of  the  sea:  GoM 
and  diamond!)  lie  generally  deep  iu  die  earth  :  V< 
sink  pits  to  a  prodigious  depth,  only  to  come  at  If 
black  mineral  which  we  burn.  Thousands  of  men  j» 
as  far  as  the  East  and  West  Indies,  to  fill  o* 
canisters  with  tea  and  sugar.  Our  meanest  tradO' 
men  sip  the  flews  oS  both  hemispheres  ; 
fast.  And  yet,  'rt  soas  ^o,  ""'^  *■  ^*»  <& 
hand,     and   a  goU  uo8  ™  o™  H«i,  -«*  lS*^ 


s 
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omplain,  that  saving  trutli  lies  a  great  way  off,  and 
hat  God  is  unjust  in  placing  it  In  obscure  mines, 
»hich  cannot  he  worked  without  some  trouble  and 

|  4.  But  although  nobody  can  be  established  in  the 
rath  without  'labouring  for  the  meat  that  endureth 
tor  everlasting  life  ;'  yet  God's  terms  of  salvation  are 
iotsohard  as  sunie  prejudiced  people  conceive.  Nor 
|o  I  scruple  to  assert,  that  if  vvc  could  read  the  hearts 
if  all  men,  we  would  see,  that,  for  a  time,  unbelievers 
ake  as  much  pains  to  exclude  the  light  of  truth,  as 
lelieters  do  to  welcome  it,  and  that  wicked  meu  work 
9  intensely,  though  not  as  intentionally,  to. make  their 
Eprobation  and  damnation  certain,  as  good  men  do 
to  make  their  calling  anil  i-lrctiini  sure:'  For,  'the 
ricked  is  snared  iu  the  work  of  his  own  hands  i — 
"he  reward  of  his  hands  shall  he  given  htm. — The 
rages  of  [his]  sin  is  death,  [and  he  frequently  toils 
ke  a  horse  for  his  wages,]  drawing  iniquity  with 
jrrls  of  vanity,' [and]  sin  as  with  a  cart-rope,'  to  hale 
itnself  and  others  into  the  burning  lake. 
From  the  preceding  answers  1  conclude,  that  God, 
'ho  makes  the  golden  light  of  the  sun  and  the  silver 
ghtofthe  moon  succeed  each  other,  and  who  wisely 
impers  the  bla/e  of  a  summer's  day  by  the  mildness 
f  the  starry  night,  with  equal  wisdom  qualifies  the 
laze  of  the  day  of  truth,  by  the  mild  obscurity  of  n 
ight  of  probation  j  not  only  that  the  flaming  truth 
ay  be  more  delightful  at  its  return,  but  also, 
at  there  may  be  room  left  for  a  gentle  trial  of 
ir  faith,  and  for  the  reasonable  re  ward  a  bleu  ess  of  our 
orks  of  faith, 


Inference 

'  I,  If  Faith  be  so  closely  connected  with,  trad, 
present  salvation  with  faith  ;  and  eternal  salvation  wS 
the  works  of  faith  ;  how  injudicious  are  those  gentlt 
men,  who  assert  that  principles  are  nothing  ;  and  thl 
It  little  matters  what  doctrines  we  hold,  provided  m 
actions  be  good  !  Alas  t  if  onr  leading  principles  I 
wrong,  how  can  our  actions  be  right?  If  we  be  ate 
of  no  principle:*,  or  of  bad  principles,  and  do  scCI 
ingly  good  actions,  do  we  not  do  them  from  bad.Pki 
risiiiral  motives  >  Even  when  snch  actions  appear  gw 
to  man,  who  judges  according  to  appearance,  are  tkt 
not  evil  before  the  Searcher  of  hearts  ?  Are  they  K 
detestable  before  the  lixaudnator  of  principles  ?  Ci 
doubtcrtly ;  hypocrisy  being  the  moat  odious  sort  i 
iniquity,  in  the  sight  of  him  who  '  requires  truth  in  tl 
inward  parts." 

2.  If  tbe  effects  of  truth  be  so  wonderful,  and  if  tl 
pure  word  of  God  be  essentially  one  with  truth,  li« 
ratal  is  llie  mistake  of  the  laymen  who  slight  ll 
gospel- word  1  Who  listen  to  aseruiou  with  less  atlfi 
tion  than  they  do  to  a  play  !  And  who  read  tbe  scri| 
tures  with  less  eagerness  than  they  do  the  tifi» 
papers!  And  how  i.-ulpa!i]e  arc  tliosc  clergymen  wl 
preach  the  first  sermon  they  set  their  hand  npo: 
without  examining'  wlicdn'r  it  contain  truth  orerro 
or  a  mixture  of  both  :  At  least,  without  cousideiii 
whether  it  be  aLla|rtL.'d  to  tlic  capc'ity  and  circumstanc 
of  their  hearers  ! 

3.  Can  we  decry  prejudice  too  much,  if  it  unfit  oi 
souls  for  receiving   (be  Wafti,  »s  Wash   unfits   oi 
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stomachs  for  receiving  proper  food  ?  Should  not  a 
uarrow,  bigoted  spirit,  thai  c  ■  ■  1 1  c o "  ^  it  self)  ike  an  hedge- 
hog in  its  own  fancied  oithodoxy,  and  bristlea  up 
assertions  and  invectives  instead  of  arguments,  be 
firmly  opposed  by  every  generous  inquirer  after  truth  ? 
Can  we  deplore  ton  much  tlie  ease  of  those  sanguine 
persons,  who  judge  of  the  strength  i.f  their  faith  by 
the  force  of  (heir  jit'eposst'ssion  ;  and  who  fancy  that 
an  hundred  plain  seripturcs  and  us  many  cogent  argu- 
ments have  no  weight,  if  i h u y  do  not  countenance  their 
favourite  sentiments  and  misunderstood  feelings  ! 
Andean  we  too  warmly  recommend  a  candid,  sober, 
fearless  111:11  of  mind,  which  lays  us  open  to  iufornia- 
tion,  and  do.posfj.s  us  publicly  I"  espuuse  the  cause  of 
truth;  even  when  destruction  threatens  her,  and  her 
despised  adherents! 

4.  '  Charity  rejoiceth  in  the  truth  ;'  and  '  though  I 
{•peak  with  the  tongues  of  angels,'  says  St.  Paul,  '  if  1 
have  not  charity,'  that  is,  if  1  do  not '  rejoice  in  the 
truth,"  whether  it  makes  for  or  against  my  prejudices, 
'  I  am  become  as  sounding  brass.'  Upon  this  footing 
what  can  we  -ay  of  those  warm  Moralists,  who,  iu  their 
zeal  for  works,  arc  ready  to  burn  against  the  doctrine 
of  faith  ?  What  of  those  rash  .Solifidiaus,  who,  iu 
their  zeal  for  faith,  arc  ready  to  lay  down  their  lives 
against  die  doctrine  of  works  1  Alas  1  like  Sr.Fani.iu 
the  days  of  his  is uu rutin',  they  court  ami  yet  persecute 
the  truth  ;  they  embrace,  and  yet  stab  the  divine 
stranger.  These  false  martyrs  may  give  Ihtir  body  tube 
burnt  for  one  truth  against  another  ;  lint  Cod  will  say 
lo  theui, '  Who  required  this  at  your  hands  ?,'  and  they 
themselves  will  say,  '  It  profiteth  ns  nothing,' 

5.  If  there  he  various  forms  in  the  school  of  Truth, 
how  unreasonable  is  it  to  say,  that  none  have  any  ae- 
ijuaintaiice  with  her,  but-  such  as  are  ill  one  of  the 
highest  form-  ]  And  if  the  temple  of  Troth  has  various 
divisions  to  which  we  advance,  as  we  go  on 'from 
taiih  to  faith  ;'  how  cruel  is  it  to  cousigu  over  to  dam- 
nation the  sincere  souls  who  have  yet  got  vm  iartwtt 
than  the  porch  .' 


•',.  if  fli n't  .ire  as  many  sorts  of  religion"  troths,  i' 
arc  of  nourishing  food;  how  irrational  it  hl> 
B  those  truths,  which  the  apostle  compares!* 
milk,  merely  liecaii^c  tiny  *'•'■  ""■  'hi-  truths  which  It 
calls  '  strong  meat !'  On  the  other  hand,  if  weeannm 
yet  receive  those  strong  truths,  bow  rash  are  we,  if  « 
represent  them  us  chaff  or  poison!  And  what  miscW 
is  done  in  the  chord)  of  Christ,  by  those  who  deala 
palpable  nl  (surdities,  and  in  errors  demonstrated  to  b 
of  a  stnpifying  Or  intoxicating  nature;  especial!?  II 
they  retail  such  errors  to  an  injudicious,  creiiulw 
populace,  under  the  name  of  "rich  honcv"  and  "(«• 
pri-mamm!- 

7.  If  dirine  truth  is  one  through  its  Tartans  appeai- 
c,  and  if  '  the  light  of  the  righteous  [who  holt 
on  liis  way]  shines  more  and  more  unto  the  prrfrf! 
day  ;'  what  shall  we  say  oftlin.se  prejudiced  men.wh" 
oppose  the  truth  with  all  (heir  might,  merely  becac* 
it  does  not  come  up  to  their  false  standard,  or 
it  appears  in  a  dress  to  which  they  are 
Did  a  Penttan  ever  refuse  to  admire 
because  it  was  not  the  meridian  sun, 
being  an  i obi gnifi rant  meteor,  hecau; 
rloud  ?  If  Christ  is  not  ashamed  lo  i 
Light"  and  '  the  Truth,'  should  we 
confess  him  in  his  lowest  appearances 
tbed    at  the    right  hand  of    God, 


aenttDKKd) 

the  rhirif  iat, 
ar  laugh  at  it  * 
e  it  rose  under i 
■all  himself 'tin 
be  ashamed  *■ 
!  itCbtht,m 
one  with  ChriB 
transfigured  on  the  mount,— bleeding  on  Calrarv,- 
lying  in  the  manger,— confined,  au  helpless  ctnbrjo, 
in  the  virgin's  womb;  may  not  the  triumphant  trial 
that  shines  like  the  son  in  the  heart  of  a  '  father  in 
Christ,"  have  sonic  affinity  with  the  spark  that  glr 
the  heart  of  an  infant  in  grace  under  the  ""  . 
of  Noah  ?  Ought  we  to  give  np  the  greatest  part 
otir  neighbours  as  men  that  "  never  had  grace,"  wh 
the  scripture  expressly  declares,  that '  the  saving  gn 
of  God  has  appeared  unto  aii  men,'  and  that  ~" 
'  the  Light  of  the  world,  that  enlightens  every  mi 
Let  mystical  ttevwUseeV.  ftic  io«a%c\v\ld's  life  ; 


I    of  God,\eay.(ov  yvs ,V*« «a«. ik 
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ist,  before  the  least  and  feeblest  appearance  of  thy 
.ord.  Instead  of  railing  it  "  common  grace,"  that 
hou  mayest  cut  it  o!f  the  next  moment  as  "  no  grace," 
herish  it  as  saving  grace  in  thy  own  breast,  and  in  the 
earts  of  all  that  are  around  thee. 

8.  If  the  most  powerful  displays  of  tiuth  improve 
Is  feeblest  appearances,  without  ever  contradictini; 
hem ;  how  mistaken  are  the  men  who  impose  upon 
s  the  immoral  duct]  ints  of  the  Antiiioijiiiiiis,  and  the 
mevangelical  doctrines  of  (lie  Pharisees  !  When  we 
lare  once  admitted,  that  "  there  is  an  holy  God,  who 
naltes  a  difference  between  the  just  and  the  unj list," 
itu  we,  without  renouncing  that  truth,  become  Auli- 
■omians,  and  think  that  a  man,  who  actually  defiles 
la  neighbour's  wife,  can  be  '  a  man  after  God's  own 
leart  ?' — And  when  we  hare  been  taught  our  second 
raciuu*  lesson,  namely,  that  "  we  are  miserable  sin 7 
lers ;"  can  we,  without  renouncing  this  principle, 
appose  that  we  can  lie  saved  auy  other  way  than  by  (he 
tut  of  grate  and  mercy  ?  Away,  then,  for  ever 
way  with  Autinoniiau  and  Pharisaic  delusions,  which 

:  built  upon  the  ruins  of  these  two  capital  truth*. 

Got!  is  holy,""  and  "  Man  is  sinful!" 


n  Address  lu  Baptized  ileat/mni. 

A'ould  take  leave  of  my  readers  ;  but  they 
veil  as  reason  ;  and  therefore  I 
{  leave  to  address  the  former  of  those  power^,,  as 
lltntly  as  1  have  done  the -latter  ;  diversifying  tny.es- 
astu rations,  according  to  the  different  cajes  of  the 
0  whose  hands  Providence  may  direct  these 

1.  If  you  do  not  make  the  bulk  ot  uvj  veaiet!.,  \ 
<ar  you  an  1  ke  the  bulk  of  the nation,  1}  ^e  taw.ws?!'* 
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pleasure,  profit,  and  honour,  more  than  justice,  mer- 
cy, and  the  fear  of  God  : — Ye  that,  far  from  embracing 
divine  truth  at  the  hazard  of  your  character,  spread 
abroad  scandalous  untruths,  to  the  ruin  of  other  peo- 
ple's reputations  :  Ye  who  try  to  persuade  yourselves, 
that  religion  is  nothing  but  a  monstrous  compound  of 
superstition,  enthusiasm,  and  priestcraft :  Ye  who  can 
violate  the  laws  of  temperance  or  honesty  without 
one   painful  remorse ;    breaking    through    promises, 
oaths,  and  matrimonial  or  sacramental  engagements, 
as  if  there  were  no  future  state,  no  supreme  Judge, 
uo  day  of  retribution,  no  divine  law  enacting,  that 
*  whosoever  loveth,  or  maketh  a  lie,  shall  be  cast 
into  the  lake  of  fire  ;  that  the  wicked  shall  be  tuned 
into  hell,  with  all  the  people  that  forget  God  :*— Ye 
are  the  persons,  that  I  beg  leave  to  call   Baptised 
Heatheus.     Baptismal    water    was    applied  to  your 
bodies,  as  a  figure  of  the  grace  which  purifies  believ- 
ing souls.    Ye  received,  and  continue  to  bear,  a  Chris- 
tian name,  that  binds  npou  you  the  strongest  obliga- 
tions you  can  possibly  be  under,  to  partake  of  Christ's 
holiness,  and  to  lead  a  sober,  Christian  life  :  But  bow 
opposite   is  your  conduct  to   that   of  Christ !    Alas! 
conscientious  Heathens  would  disown  you  ;  and  shall 
God  own  you  ?    Shall  the  Searcher  of  hearts  forgive 
your  immorality,  in  consideration  of  your  hypocrisy  ? 
Will  you  live  and  die  with  such  a  He  in  your  right 
hand,  and  upon  your  forehead  ?     God  forbid  ! — If  yon 
have  not  sold  yourselves  to  the  father  of  deceits  for    ; 
ever  ;  pay  yet  some  attention  to  natural,  moral,  and 
evangelical  truths :    They  recommend  themselves  to 
your  senses,  your  reason,  and  your  conscience. 

1.  Regard  natural  truths.    Earthly  joys  vanish  like 
dreams.     Life  flies  like  an  arrow.      Your  friends  or 
neighbours  are  daily  seized. by  sickness,  and  dragged 
into  eternity.  Death  comestO  terminate  your  delusions, 
and  set  his.blacfe  seal  ijpon  your  false  lips,  your  wan- 
ton eyes»7Ptir>'  rapdcib,vi»fltert*l,^our  luxurious  palates, 
you  r  sinful,  teeacYierima  torasta .   ^*\*^'fe&.\taft;0f 
terrors   will  Screw  you  &om\  \xv  \C\x»  V*x^  «rn£&.> 


Coffin  :  He  will  convey  von  ;iw:ly  in  hi-  IdacJ;  carriage, 
a  hearse:  lie  will  confine  you  to  hislouthsoniudungeoii, 
a  grave  ;  and  there  lie  will  keep  you  in  chains  of  dark- 
ness and  corruption,  till  the  trump  of  God  summon 
you  to  judgment. 

2.  And  say  riot  tii:it  tin:  dnchine  'if  a  day  i>f  judgment 
is  a  fable.  If  you  do,  I  appeal  to  moral  truths.  Is 
there  not  an  essential  difference  betwecu  troth  and 
falsehood,  between  mercy  and  cruelty,  between  honesty 
and  villain'  ?  Hate  you,  with  all  the  pains  you  have 
taken  about  ir,  been  able  to  erase  from  your  breasts 
the  law  of  truth  and  mercy,  which  the  righteous  God 
has  deeply  engraven  there?  Is  (here  not  sonieihin- 
within  you,  that,  bad  as  you  are,  forbids  yon  to  wish 
your  father  dead,  that  you  may  have  bis  estate;  and 
your  wife  poisoned,  that  you  may  marry  the  woman 
you  love  !  If  you  say,  that  these  are  only  prejudices 
of  education  ;  I  ask,  How  Cometh  ■  ■ 
noii-ersal  ?  Why  are  they  the  same,  even  where  the 
methods  of  education  are  most  contrary  ?  Why  do 
they  reign  in  the  very  countries,  where  there  are 
neither  magistrates  nor  priests;  and  where  of  course 
polities  and  priestcraft  never  bore  the  sway?  If  your 
consciences  would  condemn  yon  for  the  above-men- 
tioned crimes ;  how  much  more  will  God  do  it,  who 
is  the  Author  and  Judge  of  your  consciences  ?  Does  not 
year  good  sense  tell  yon,  that,  so  sure  as  the  wonderful 
machine  of  this  world  did  not  make,  and  does  nut 
preserve  itself,  there  is  a  God,  who  made  and  pre- 
serves it  ?  And  that  this  God  is  possessed  of  ten  thou- 
sand times  more  truth,  eouity,  impartiality,  justice, 
and  power,  than  all  the  righteous  rulers  in  the  world 
were  ever  endued  with  ?  And,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
gracious  checks,  and  sad  forebodings  of  your  guilty 
conscience;  ;  docs  nut  your  reason  discover,  that  ju 
certainly  as  this  great  God  is  possessed  of  infinite  wis- 
dom, power,  and  justice ;  and  has  given  us  a  moral 
law,  he  will  call  us  to  an  account  for  our  breaches  of 
hi  and  that,  as  he  does  not  in.  general  &o\i\u'e>vv« 
world,  be  will  iofsUibly  do  it  iu  a  tutore  state  \ 
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3.  If  reason  ami  conscience  thus  lead  yon  to  reii- 
inou  ;  regard  leligiooe  Irullis  ;  They  are  supported  In 
so  great  a  variety  of  well-attested  facts,  by  such  clondi 
i>r  iijtlitcuui  witnesses,  liy  so  many  astonishing  nii;a- 
cles  and  actomplhhed  prophecies  ! — -They  so  perfectly 
agree  with  the  glory  of  our  Creator,  the  interests  «l 
mankind,  the  laws  of  our  nature,  and  the  natta 
desire  m  have  for  immortality  :. — They  so  esadt 
coincide  wiili  urn-  | j i-t- h i ■  [ 1 1 .  ;i >.  well  as  future  happiness; 
that  yon  cannot  expose  your  uu  reasonableness  more, 
and  do  yourselves   greater  injury,   than    by   rejectio! 

What  reasonable  objection  can  you  ru:ik«  to  thuf 
scriptural  directions  ?  '  Cease  to  do  evil.  Learn  » 
do  good.  Speak  the  truth  in  love.  Return  id  ll* 
Lord.  Call  upon  bis  name'  Sa;,  "  Graut  to  us  in  tHfs 
world  the  knowledge  of  thy  troth,  and  iu  the  world KJ 
come  life  everlasting."  Confess  yourselves  sinners, 
(treat  sinners :  Spread  this  melancholy  trnlh  before 
the  throne  of  divine  mercy  ; — -spread  it  with  te.us  d 
u n dissembled  repentance.  '  Except  you  repent,  job 
shall  all  perish  ;'  But,  if  you  '  sow  iu  tears,  yon  sliill 
reap  in  joy.1 

And  suppose  not,  lli.it  I  w;lui  to  drive  you  to  despair. 
On  the  cuutrary,  1  declare,  that,  daugeious  as  your 
case  is,  it  is  not  absolutely  desperate.  The  gospel 
offers  you  a  remedy.  You  have  dealt  with  lying  sha- 
dows, but  you  may  yet  embrace  the  eternal  substaMC. 
You  have  wounded  the  truth  ;  but  Christ  from  whom 
you  have  the  name  of  Christian,— Christ,  tvho  niji, 
'  1  am  the  truth,'  has  beeu  wounded  for  you.  Yet 
have  crucified  revealed  Truth,  aud  the  Prince  of  Life 
has  been  crucified  in  your  place.  I  point  you  to  his 
cross,  and  declare  in  the  name  of  unprejudiced  retuot 
that  few  histories  arc  supported  by  such  a  variety  o( 
indisputable  evidence.',  as  the  wonders  that  redeeming 
love  wrought  ou  Calvary  for  yon. 

Let  not  the  =caudnlous  falls  of  apostates,  and  the 
bad  lives  of  hypocritical  CnswftwMs  Wi&Atw^Nn.frQm 
tlic  gospel.     Immoral  a.u4TTO\0N\ti4  men,  \o^  «,«*!» 
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retentions  lo  faith  may  be,  are  no  more  Christian* 
lan  yon.  Suffer  not  (hi-  disputes  of  professors  to 
eep  you  in  infidelity  ;  for  they  prove  the  truth,  and 
ot  the  falsehood  of  Christianity  ;  being  expresal) 
wetold.  (Acta  xx.  30  ;  1  Cor.  xi.  IS  ;  Jude  4  ; 
Tim.  to.  1.)  Nor  stupidly  wonder  that  the  Serpent 
honld  most  spitefully  bruise  the  heel  of  the  Troth 
hat  most  powerfully  bruises  his  head,  Above  all,  be 
andid  ;  be  inquisitive  ;  apply  to  the  '  Father  of  lights' 
or  direction  j  and  bis  invisible  band  will  conduct  you 
iver  every  rock  of  offence,  and  lead  yon  to  the  sure 
oundation,   '  the  Rock  of  ages,  the  truth  as  it  is  In 

How  near  is  that  Truth  to  you  !  It  always  embraces 
Mercy,  and  Mercy  now  embrace*  you.  Oh  !  the  length 
,nd  breath,  the  depth  and  height  of  redeeming  Mercy  ; 
It  spares  you  to  believe— to  repent— to  live.  The  arms 
)f  divine  patience  still  encircle  your  guilty  souls, and 
war  up  your  mortal  bodies  above  the  terrors  of  the 
grave.  Crying  as  your  sins  are,  the  cries  of  your 
Saviour's  blood  are  yet  heard  above  them.  Provoking 
as  your  unbelief  i?,  it  has  not  yet  provoked  tied  to  Set 
noon  you  the  seal  of  absolute  reprobation,  Unspotted 
Holiness,  glmiuus  Majusij ,  flaming  I'ower,  thundering 
Justice,  weeping  .Mercy,  bleeding  Love; — all  the 
divine  attributes  join  yet  in  a  concert  of  grace  and 
[ruth.  You  are  the  objects  of  it ;  and  the  burthen  of 
their  terrifying,  melting  accents  is,  '  Turn  ye,  turn  ye : 
Why  will  ye  die,  O  house  of  Israel?'  Why  should 
'  iniigiiity  In:  jour  ruin  ?  Turn  !  for  1  hare  redeemed 
you.  Turn  I  aud  the  second  death  shall  hare  no  power 
over  you.'  Turn  !  aud  you  '  shall  hare  a  crown  of 
life.' 

ThuSjtnydcar  fdi"»-- tinners,  and  far  more  earnestly 
thau  1  can  describe,  Mercy  and  Truth  exert  themselves 
in  your  behalf ;  waiting  only  for  your  consent,  to  dif- 
fuse their  divine  perfumes  through  your  converted 
■ouls.  This  is  '  the  day  of  God's  power' — \Our 
gospel-day  : — This  is  '  a  day  of  wilvaiwm,'  a  Aa-J  «& 
.-piritual  jubilee,  a  day  of '  the  year  of  \e\e.a»e  -.'  lS»w« 


it  :  Improve  it  i  Ureal;  join-  buuds  i  Claim  yourlibert) 
Change  your  service :  Scorn  to  be  the  devil's  drudg" 
Beouuie  tbe  servants  of  the  Most  High.  Regard  nei- 
ther the  lui-lts,  nor  the  (fronts  of  the  swine  :  Ts-. 
hcaveuly  feast  ia  before  you.  The  Father  of  the  prodi- 
gal son  runs  to  meet,  to  forgive,  to  welcome,  (o  «u- 
brace  you  ;  and  to  rarseyour  doubting  hearts,  he  bid* 
rue  impress  these  jjrariuiii  promises  upon  your  yielding 
breasts  :  '  When  the  nicked  man  turneth  away  iron 
fais  wickedness,  aud  docs  that  which  is  lawful  and 
right,  [aud  what  is  more  lawful  and  right  for  sinners, 
than  to  repent,  believe,  aud  obey  the  gospel  ?]  n* 
shall  nave  his  soul  alire.— Let  the  wicked  forsake  hi.' 
way,  Mid  tliu  unrighteous  man  his  thoughts;  and  lei 
him  return  unto  the  Lord,  for  he  ia  merciful  ; 
nor  God,  for  he  will  abundantly  pardon.' 


, 


SECTION  XI. 

An  Address  to  Christianized  Jetci. 

And  Ye,  (.'liristhtufcei!  .lews,  will  yon  still  be  offtnded 
at  onr  sincerely  preaching  free  grace  to  all  our  felL>w- 
Gcntiles  ?  Will  you  still  stop  your  ears  anil  cry  out/ The 
children  of  Abraham,  the.temple  of  the  Lord  are  we;' 
Or,  in  other  terms,  We  are  the  little  flock  necessarily 
contradistinguished  from  (he  Immense  herd  of  absolute 
reprobates.  Will  ye  still  assert,*  Repmbot  idta  in 
hanc   praeitatem   addhtot,  quia  jtulo  el  itucrulMK 

Hone  illvsltitnilum  :  "  Tint  the  reprobates  are  devoted 
to  wickedness,  because,  through  the  just  ami  un-iiiK'k- 
able  judgment  of  God,  they  were  raised  up  to  illustrate 
his  glory  by  their  damnation  .'"—Will  ye  still  add  !* 
Quoi  vem  d-imuutioni  uddicit,  his  justo  quidem  tl 
irrepre/irnslbili,  led  incompreheniibiit  ejus  judicio,  rild 
aditum  prtecludk  :  "  Tint  by  Cod's  just  and  irrepreheo- 
jiible,  though  lnc6tnptthBTia,iWfi  "lui'gnwm.,  vVetULt  to 


HA  is  blocked  up  for  those,  whom  he  lias  devoted  to 
damnation  ?"— Will  ye  never  Mush  to  intimate  ?"  Quos 
ergo  Dens  prmlertl,  re.prriliat .  Xf/iu-  n/ia  causa,  nisi 
qxtad  ah  hivi-rilihtte.  qtfiM  fiiiis  ,iui.i  pwlt'stinat,  iliot 
ruli  t.velndere  :  "  Therefore  those  whom  God  passes 
by,  he  reprobates  (  for  no  other  reason  hut  thin  ;  be 
will  exclude  them  from  the  inheritance,  which  he  pre- 
destinates for  his  sons  '"—Will  ye  still  call  "  blind," 
all  who  thluk  that  God  is  sincerely  loving  to  every 
man,  without  any  exception,  in  the  iluv  (if  salvation  ? 
Will  ye  still  monopolize  '  the  light  that  enlighten* 
i' very  man  ivlin  comes  into  the  world  ?'  Will  ye  still 
sound  the  bottomless  abyss  of  divine  mercy  with  your 
short  line,  and  judge  of  the  Almighty's  enlarged  heart 
hy  the  narrowness  of  your  own  ?  O  learn  to  know  the 
God  of  Love,  the  God  of  Truth  better.  '  He  is  not 
vviiliiiL-  that  any  -liuiiiiJ  pei  b ii,  bm  ilia!  all  should  come 
to  repentance. — lie  commands  all  men  every  where  to 
repent.'  And  he  bids  ns  '  account  his  long-suffering 
salvation;  [a?-ii:iii;;  11=  lliut]  the  riches  of  his  good- 
ness, and  forbearance,  and  lung- suffering  lead  to 
repentance  [even  (hose,  wretches,  who,]  after  their 
hardness  ami  impenitent,  bean,  treasure  tip  unto  them- 
selves wrath  against  the  day  of  wrath,  and  revelation 
of  his  righteous  judgment.' 

If  yon  will  not  credit  God's  irortl.  pay  at  least 
some  regard  to  his  oath.  '  As  I  live,'  says  he,  '  I 
have  uo  pleasure  in  the  death  of  the  wicked,  but  that 
lie  turn  from  his  way  ami  live.'  -.lust  as  if  he  had  said  : 
"  By  myself  1  swear,  that  I  have  absolutely  reprobated 
110  man.  If  any  perish,  their  destruction  is  of  them- 
selves, ant!  not  of  uiciciless  decrees  ra.-.lily  imputed  to 
My  Sovereignty.  Free  agency  in  man,  and  not  free 
wrath  in  me,  sinks  those,  who  make  their  conditional 
rejection  atid  reprobation  sure  by  their  unnecessary 
imhdii'f  and  nviihlalik-  Liopciiilenev.  Far  from  delight- 
ing absolutely  in  the  reprobation  of  any  one  sinner,  I 
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solemnly  protest  that  I  would  offer  violence  « 
liberty  of  the  most  obstinate,  and  force  them  Ell  law 
heaven  by  the  exertion  of  my  omnipotence,  if  ti 
Truth  a*  a  Lawgiver,  my  Ju.-tice  a.s  a  Jtidpe,  my  Vt* 
city  as  the  Inapirer  of  my  prophets,  my  Wisdom  js* 
(lewnrder,  mid  my  Equity  as  a  Punisher,  did  net  at»- 
lutety  forbid  it." 

"  Come  then,  my  prepossessed  brethren,  showyou- 
selu's  '  the  children  m'  Abraham  :'  Return  to  the  Gd 
of  your  Fatlici', — the  Gi>d  by  whom  ' 
of  the  earth  may  be  blessed  in  the  seed1  of  Abranin. 
Think  not  that  (he  Lord  is  only  jealous  of  I. 
dominion ;  nor  make  him  gracetitt  and  mrfiili* 
towards  countless  myriads  of  reprobated  infant*,  tt 
extol  the  grim  iniereiqalj  which  your  imagination  hll 
set  np. 

Set  not  at  uJiin  He»™ 


Allow  God  to  he  "  all  o'er, 
full.orb'd,    in  Ills  whole   round   of   rays    complete:" 
Mcntfut  in  the  day  of  t-alvatiou,  Midjasf  in  (he  da;  ol 
judgment,    to  every   individual   of     the  human  ran- 
What  can  you   possibly  object  to  a  doctrine  so  rafioi 
so  scriptural,  so  worthy  of  God  1 

If  you  complain,  that  we  make  the  way  to  hc» 
loo  broad,  I  ask.  Ought  we  not  to  represent  it  asbr 
as  the  scriptures  make  it  J  Do  we  make  it  wider  thai 
St.  Peter  did,  when  truth  and  love  made  him  divest liia- 
self  of  his  Jewish  prejudice!,  and  cry  out  wilh  pi 
amaze,'  Of  a  truth  1  perceive,  that  God  bj  no  id, 
of  persons;  hut  in  every  nation  he  that  fenreth  bin, 
and  worketh  righteousness,  is  accepted  of  him  ?"  ft, 
do  we  make  it  narrower  than  St.  Paul,  when  he  wrote, 
'  If  ye  live  after  the  flesh,  yc  shall  die  :  No  artultf  rtr, 
&c,  hath  any  inheritance  in  the  kingdom  of  God  ?' 

For  your  own  credit  do  not  ask  !   "  If  all  men  on 
"  be  saved  throw sh  <_'lui^,!iv  following  (hcliplit  ol 
"  gospel  dispensation,  frtMn  ftwj  a™  ™&t»  ,■, 
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"  vantage  hath  the  Christiau  ?  and  what  profit  is  thsre 
*'  of  baptism  and  Christianity  ?"  If  you  make  such  an 
objection,  you  "  shew  yourselves  to  be  Christianized 
"Jews"  indeed.  The  apostle  has  just  said,  '  If  the 
un circumcision,'  i.  e.,  if  uiicireumcisetl  Heathens  (like 
Melchi'edec  or  Joh,  Coruelius  or  the  Canaanifisb 
woman)  '  keep  the  righteousness  of  the  law  [according 
lo  their  light,]  shall  uot  their  uncircunidsiou  be 
counted  fur  circumcision  ?"  That  is,  shall  they  not  be 
saved  as  well  a.-  if  they  were  circumcised  Jews  ?  St. 
Paul  saw,  that  the  partial  hearts  of  the  Jews  would 
take  fright  at  his  doctrine  ;  and  would  start  ail  objec- 
tion, capable  of  ilei  nothing,  if  possible,  the  impar- 
tiality of  God,  and  the  freeuess  of  the  everlasting 
gospel.  He  therefore  produces  this  formidable  objec- 
tion thus  :  If  the  Gentiles  may  be  saved  by  following 
their  light,  '  what  advantage  hath  the  Jew  ?  or  what 
profit  is  there  of  circumcision  >'  (Hutu.  ill.  l.J  The 
answer  which  he  gives,  stops  the  mouths  of  all  Jews, 
whether  they  live  in  l.ondi.n,  Hume,  or  Jerusalem  : 
'  The  Jews,'  says  be,  (and  much  more  the  Christiana,) 
*  have  much  advantage  every  way,  chiefly  because  that 
unto  them  were  committed  the  oracle.,  of  God.'  The 
Heathens  have  only  the  light  of  God's  Works,  the  light 
of  God's  Providence,  the  light  of  Reason,  the  light  of 
Conscience,  and  the  light  of  that  Saving  Grace,  which 
'  has  appeared  to  all  men,  teaching  them  to  ll-.e  so- 
berly,' &e.,  and  reproiiug  Iheni  uli.u  they  do  not. — 
Bnt  the  Jews,  (to  say  nothing  of  the  light  uf  tradition, 
which  is  far  brighter  among  them  than  among  the 
Heathens,]  over  and  above  this  five- fold  light,  have 
the  light  of  the  Old  Testament ;  and  Christians,  the 
light  of  the  New. 

Come  then,  my  prejudiced  brethren,  let  St.  Paul's 
answer  satisfy  you.  Get  from  under  your  parched 
gourd  of  reprobation  :  '  Let  net  your  eye  be  evil 
because  God  is  good;'  nor  fret,  like  Jonah,  because 
the  Fattier  of  mercies  extends  his  vim  passion,  even  to 
all  the  humbled  Heathens  in  tin:  i^ciA  e'it\  uS^'mfj&i, 
'  As  the  elect  of  God,  put  on  bowels  of  vietcj,1  wA 
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shew  yourselves  the  genuine  children  of  him,  who 
'  is  [oviug  to  every  man,  and  whose  mercy  is  over!" 
his  works  :'  So  shall  your  mistakes  no  longer  strata! 
your  minds,  sour  your  tempers,  and  shut  your  heart" 
against  your  "  uou- elected"  neighbours:. 

And  supposing  you  are  of  the  happy  few,  in  vdiost 
souls  the  impartial  prate  at  Goi  over-rules  the  ordi- 
nary  consequences  of  your  partial  doctrines  : — Suppl- 
ing you  are  '  loving  to  every  man,'  and  have  inuit 
bowels  of  mercy  th*n  the  God  whom  you  extol ;— Sup- 
posing you  are  true  to  all  men,  and  surpass  in  eincerin 
the  God  whom  you  recommend,  who  calls  '  all  men 
every  where  to  repent,'  and  all  the  day  long  stretcbe 
out  his  hands  in  token  of  Ml  compassionate  love  » 
people,  on  whom  he  absolutely  fixed  his  iuiraur-J 
hatred  belt  or  rhe  ri  mi  id  lit  ion  uf  the  win  hi : — Suppo-itis, 
I  say,  you  have  the  happiness  of  being  so  much  better 
than  your  principles,  so  much  holier  than  the  god  01 
your  opinions  :  [Note  :  I  say  not  "  the  God  of  your 
SALVATION  :"] — Vet,  by  renouncing  those  opinions,  you 
will  no  longer  countenance  Antinoiuiauism,  deceit' 
the  simple,  cdiiirudU't  yourselves  shock  moralists,  and 
render  Christianity  contemptible  in  the  eyes  of  all,  t!m 
confound  it  with  your  doctrines  of  forcible  grace  to 
hundreds,  and  of  forcible  wrath  to  thousands. 

Should  you  countenance  your  Jewish  notions*  bj 
sayiuj,  "  Wo  arc  Christians  :  We  have  nothing  tu  do 
with  the  Heathens  ;"  1  answer:  (1.)  Vou  have  far 
too  much  to  do  with  them,  when,  by  the  "  doctrine 
of  grace,"  which  you  so  zealously  inculcate,  yon 
indirectly  send  them,  one  and  all,  to  the  pit; 
unless  they  are  brought  under  the  Christian  ilis]n.'i>- 
satioo.— (2.)  Von  renounce  the  Church  of  England,  if 
you  disregard  them  :     For  on  Good-Friday,  (the  day 

«  Should  the  |ierw>ns  wliran  I  now  addrcn,  m,  that  1  falaff  BJ 
■utKCriJiUonaiuIlii!  l-th  anii'Wf  uurrllurdl,  bj  asserting  Uial  tin 

Oalit  of  Christ's  mu^  are  accepted  through  Christ's  uukmmn  ni^ 
[."«  staff*  MinutM,  Vol. 


on  which  Christ  '  tasted  death  for  every  man,')  she 
enjoins  us  to  pray  thus  for  them  :  "  O  merciful  God, 
who  hateat  nothing  that  thou  hast  made,  nor  wouldest 
the  death  of  a  sinner,  lint  n*i  iiku  that  he  should  he 
converted  and  lire,  have  mercy  "["in  all  Jew*,  Turks, 
Infidels,  and  Heretics."—  (3.)  You  indirectly  sacri- 
fice the  reelings  of  humanity,  and  the  honour  of  God's 
perfections,  to  your  najcr)ptnral  doctrine  of  grace, 
when  you  embrace  the  horrid  idea  of  the  ensured 
damnation  of  the"  Heathens,  for  the  injudicious  plea- 
sure of  saying,  "Why  me!  Why  me!,"  and  of  teaching 
the  "  poor  reprobated  creatures,"  while  they  sink  into 
the  bottomless  pit,  to  say,  "  Why  me  !  Why  me  !" — 
A  dreadful  IV/itj  me  this,  which  is  not  less  offensive  to 
God'.-  Justice,  lm;'iii-ii;iliiy.  I  i m nines.?,  nsid  Ti  nth  ;  than 
your  Why  me  is  odious  to  his  Wisdom,  Equity,  Vera- 
city, and  Holiness.—  (i.)  If  Cain  was  culpable  for 
intimating,  thai  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  his  brother, 
when  he  had  just  knocked  him  on  the  head  ;  are  they 
praiseworthy,  who  enjoy  with  peculiar  delight,  and 
recommend  with  uncommon  glee,  "  doctrines  of 
grace,"  90  called,  which  absolutely  lis  the  unavoidable 
damnation  01"  ucihans  us  tunny  million;  of  iheir unborn 
fellow  creatures,  as  Abel  had  hairs  upon  his  head?  And 
do  they  mend  the  matter,  when,  to  vindicate  their 
severe  opinions,  they  calmly  wine  their  mouth,  and 
say,  "  We  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Heathens?" 
That  is,  in  plain  English,  *'  Our  orthodoxy  demands, 
that  they  should  iuciiliilily  |jlt1;1i,  if  lliei  do  not  expli- 
citly believe  in  Christ  crucified,  of  whom  they  never 
heard  :  Nor  do  we  cure  what  becomes  of  them.  Let 
them  hiuk,  provided  Dor  doctrines  of  grace  stand  I" 

O  iny  dear  brethren,  my  heart  is  enlarged  towards 
you,  though  yours  is  straitened  towards  the  Heathens, 
anil  llmse  wim  do  not  1-ni.Ttj--  the  light  of  '  the  Sun  of 
Righteousness. '  Suffer  the  word  of  expostulation  one 
moment  more.  Do  not  you  detest  the  character  of  a 
■fill  Pharisee?  I  know  you  do,  in  the  circumcised  pro- 
geny :  And  why  should  you  admire  it  111  fl«ta^&ua 
race .'    I  am  persuaded,  that  you  abUor  flic  AimwoWit^. 


Bull  of  tlioae  self-elected  men  of  old,  who,  from  tbc 
height  of  the  if  conceited  orthodoxy,  looted  down  upon 
their  neighbours  and  said,  '  This  people  who  knot 
not  [what  we  call]  the  law,  are  cursed.'  And  will  yon 
exemplify  their  uncharitable  positiveness  by  indirect!) 
saying,  *  This  people  [these  myriads  of  men]  who 
know  not  [what  we  call]  the  gospel,  arc  cursed  ?'  Will 
ye  become  Clui-tkuiiii'd  Pharisees,  to  countenance 
abandoned  Antinoiniaus, — No  ;  the  spark  of  candour 
in  your  breast  is  stirred,  and  almost  acts  fire  to  yoer 
prejudice:-.  Vhu  are  stu enured,  von  are  ready  to  jieldto 
the  force  of  truth:  Some  of  you  won  Id  do  it  even  now, 
if  yon  were  not  afraid  that  our  doctrine  of  Free  Graft 
obscures  the  (.'liri-tlau  dispensation,  and  encourage! 
the  pernicious  delusion  of  An ti- christian  Moralists,  'ft 
convince  you,  that  your  fear  is  groundless,  permit  nit 
to  enpostulatc  with  them  before  yon. 


SECTION  xir 

An  Address  to  AMi-christian  Mvraiiati. 

Moral  men,  who  ridicule  the  Christian  faith  ;  yon 
suppose,  that  your  honest;-  nmnrerlia  lances  your  ;iie- 
which,  by  a  soft  name,  yon  call  foible*;  and  for  whicb 
yon  hope  that  God  will  never  punish  you  with.  hell, 
torments.  I  do  not  desire  to  make  the  worst  of  things 
I  wish  you  were  as  good  as  you  fancy  yourselves  to  be. 
I  wish  you  may  have  been  as  exact  in  ali  the  briinclici 
of  your  duly  as  you  pretend.  1  would  rejoice,  if  \}\: 
law  of  respectful  obedience  in  your  superiors,  of  cour- 
teous love  to  your  equals,  and  of  h roth erly-kindu ess  It 
your  interiors,  had  always  been  fulfilled  " 
and  actions,  in  your  looks  and  tempers.  1  ana  ready  t» 
congratulate  yuu,  if  iu  all  cases  you  have  done  to  youi 
fellow- creatures,  es.a.tfli  as  ■joa  "flwAA  be  doue  loi 
mill  never   plunged,  once  van  'use  %tM,  i" 


ranee  ;   But  permit  me  to  ask,  if  you  havc/Wfow-efi* 

turtt,  hare  y 

ju  not  a  Creator  t    And  if  you  have  a 

Creator,  do 

ot  reason  and  conscience  command  you 

to  render  hii 

warm  gratitude,  cheerful  praise,  humble 

ado  rati  on,  at 

il  constant  obedience  ?  But  have  you  done 

this  one  jea 

,  one  month,  one  day,  one  hour,  iu  all 

Although 

00.  are  so  ready  to   make  us  understand, 

that  you   ar 

not   as  other  men,  adulterers,  unjust, 

uncharitable 

hypocrites,  &c,  are  you  entirely  satisfied 

with  ynnr  o 

n    goodness  ?    Nay,  if  you  ever  '  looked 

the  perfect  law  of  liberty,'  and  searched  your 
breasis  with  '  the  candle  of  the  Lord,'  can  you  say, 
before  the  Omniscient  Searcher  of  hearts  and  spirit*, 
that  there  is  one  of  the  commandments  which  yon 
never  broke  in  its  spiritual  meaning  ? 

If,  n pon  secmid  thoughts,  you  rawiot  ,ici|uit  your- 
selves ;  and  if  God's  Dignity  as  a  Creator,  his  Veracity 
asa  Lawgiver,  his  Wisdom  as  a  Governor,  his  Justice 
as  a  Judge,  his  Holiness  as  a  God,  forbid  him  to  hold 
tiir  etiiily  siuMile-s  ;  or  to  forgive  them  in  a  manner 
inconsistent  with  any  one  of  his  infinite  perfections  ; 
are  you  wise  to  despise  an  Advocate  with  Him, — a 
divine  Prophet — mi  atoning  Mediator  ?  la  it  prudent 
in  you  to  run  from  the  city  of  refuge,  to  which  you 
should  (lee  with  unabated  swiftness?  Do  you  act  n 
reasonable  part,  when  you  take  shelter  under  the  dis- 
pensation of  the  Heathens,  from  the  blessings  that 
pursue,  and  from  (lit  lidit  that  mutihjimI?  run,  in  this 
Christian  laud  /  II  1  may  allude  to  the  mysterious  divi- 
sion* of  Solomon's  temple  ;  ivill  ye  obstinately  remain 
in  '  the  conrt  of  the  Gentiles,'  when  you  are  graciously 
invited  to  enter  into  '  the  holy  place,'  with  true  Chris- 
tians ?  Thiufc  ye,  that  because  righteous  Heathen! 
are  saved  without  the  explicit  kii-nvkiliii'  of  Christ,  ye 
may  be  saved  upon  tteir  plan  1  If  ye  do,  may  the 
following  remarks  help  you  to  see  the  unreasonable- 
ness of  this  conclusion  1 

1.  Not  to  re/ic.il.  [lie  hints    aliv.uiv  given  V 

a    grain  of.    sincere  \' 
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truth,  the  very  beginning  of  a  true  conversion  ?  lsthu 
man  a  sinci'ic  lover  of  linht,  who  runs  away  from  the 
light  nf  the  *un  and  moon,  under  pretence  that  lie  hi 
the  light  of  a  utar  >  Do  those  people  sincerely  lov 
money,  who,  when  they  are  presented  with  gold  anil 
-iii  it,  throw  it  back  to  the  face  of  their  benefactor, 
because  they  have  some  brass  ?,  And  is  that  nioralisti 
sinceie  lover  of  truth,  who  contemptuously  rejects  the 
silver  truths  of  the  Jewish  disinflation,  and  the  goblet 
truths  of  the  Christian  gospel,  under  pretence  that 
he  la  an  adept  in  "  the  religion  of  nature,"  and  ha:, 
what  I    ben;  leave  to  call,  thebrauoi  Heathenism? 

2.  You  talk  much  of  "  the  religion  of  nature  -."  En 
should  von  not  di-iiii^nMi  between  the  religion  natural 
to  man  in  his  unfallcn  state,  and  that  which  ia  natural 
to  him  in  his  fallen  r.onditluii  ?  Is  not  the  regimen 
which  is  natural  to  thehealthy,UBBa<uru/and  frequentl; 
rf«(rucficr  totlic  sick  ?  If  upright,  innocent  man  needed 
not  a  Spiritual  Physiclati,  doc- it  follow  that  depraved, 
guilty  man  can  do  without  one  ?  Doea  not  Heatheniam 
allow  the  fall  and  degeneracy  of  man  ?  Have  not  some 
of  the  wisest  I'agans  seen,  though  darkly,  their  n 
both  of  a  Mediator,  and  of  a  propitiatory  sacrifice  ?  D« 
you  think  it  prudent,  so  to  depend  upon  your  sell- 
righteousness,  as  to  trample  under  foot  the  Jewish  ai  ' 
Christian  revelation!,  together  with  tb*  discoveries  <>l 
considerate  Heathens?  Does  your  wisdom  shew  itself 
to  advantage,  when  it  thus  makes  yon  sink  below  Hes- 
thenistu  itself  ? 

3,  Mo  adult  Heathen   wan  ever  saved    without  ik 
repentance  of  the  contrite  Publican.    *'  I  am  a  guilty, 
helpless  sinner,  totally  undone,  if  the   mercy  of  I" 
that  made   me    do  not  extend    itself  to    me  :    Great 
Author  of  iuy  existence,   pity,  pardon,  and  save  nn 
thy  mercy's  sake."     Now,  if  you  were  brought   lo  this 
genuine   repentance,    would   you    despise  the   light  of 
Revelation,  that  recommends  it,  and  leads  on  to  fat-    I 
ther  attainments!  Tiunk^c,  that  those,  who  sincerely    I 
rejoice  iu  the  dawn  oi  Aaj,  vi\\\  toKA-j  ^nx^-Karaing   I 
light.'  Jl  it  not  tlieiefote  imu\\  Vi\iKfeij:eA,'C5aj.¥»-  > 


risaism  and  impeniteucy  stand  in  your  way  to  Christi- 
anity, more  than  a  mistaken  respect  for  reason  and 
troth?  Nay,  does  not  reason  bid  you  assent  to  well- 
attested  matters  of  fact  ?  And  are  not  the  Jewish  and 
Christian  Revelations  so  inseparably  connected  with 
notorious  events,  that  it  is  less  absurd  to  doubt  the 
exploits  of  Alexander  and  Cisar,  than  to  disbelieve 
the   miracles  of  Moses  and  Jesus  Christ  J 

4.  The  Heathens,  who  were  saved  without  the  ex- 
plkit  knowledge  of  L'hrist,  far  from  despising  it  as  yon 
do,  implicitlt  desired  it ;  and  thiifc,  that  were  blessed 
with  a  ray  of  it,  rejoiced  in  it  like  Abraham.  That 
precious  knowledge  is  offered  to  yon  ;  and,  (shocking 
tosay!)  you  reject  it  :  you  make  sport  with  it !  you 
pass  je.ts  upon  it !  yen  call  it  impottme  '.  enthutiatm  ! 
— Oh!  how  much  more  tolerable  will  it  beforPhari- 
saic  Heathens;  yea,  for  Choraziu  and  liethsaida,  in 
the  da;  of  judgment,  than  fur  you,  if  you  die  under  so 
fntiil  an  error  !  And  how  can  ye  Halter  ;uin>elves,  that 
because  riditeous  1  leiUiieus,  who  have  but  one  talent, 
shall  be  saved  in  the  faithful  improvement  of  it;  yon, 
who  have  five,  shall  be  saved,  though  you  bury  four  of 

"  Oh  !  but  1,  for  one,  improve  the  fifth  :  1  am 
moral." — God  forbid,  I  should  discountenance  Mora- 
lity !  1  value  it  next  to  piety  :  Nay,  true  morality  is: 
[lit:  second  branch  of  true  piety.  Nevertheless,  this 
foil  must  permit  me  to  say  ;  Your  morality  hath  either 
jride,  iuipcnitcncv,  and  hypocrisy  at  the  hot  torn  ;  or 
miiiility,  sincerity,  and  truth.  !f  the  former;  yoor 
uoraltty,  like  Jonah's  ironed,  lias  a  worm  at  its  root. 
V lien  the  sun  of  temptation  shall  shim-  warmly  npon 
ou,  or  when  death  slndl  lay  his  cold  hand  upon  you, 
our  morality  will  wither,  and  afford  yon  neither  safety, 
li, i  cuiiiiiirt :  H«t,  if  lie  has;  sincerity  mid  truth  at  the 
iottom  ;  and  if  you  are  faithful,  your  little  light  will 
ncrease,  the  clouds  raised  by  your  prejudices  will 
■re;ik,  and  you  $]in.!l  '  see  the  glory  of  God  *\\\\\\w|,\R 
be  face  ofJesns  Christ,'  because,  like.  S«u\  at  Tw»», 
on   do  Dotojjnose  (he  truth  inalicvously,  Wil™1- 


raotljr  in  nnbclief.'  And  Oh !  may  these  pages  eoirof 
to  you  the  accents  of  that  '  Truth,  which  shall  malt 
you  Free  I'anrl  may  the  i:racioiis  voire,  wlmh  Formcrl; 
thnudered  in  the  ems  of  the  great  Jewish  Moralist,  Ik 
fierce  opposer  of  the  Christian  gospel  :  '  Saul  '.  Saol- 
why  persecutes  t  thoa  me?'— May  that  voice,  I  u;, 
whisper  to  each  of  yon,  "  Honestus  ;  Hotiestus  ;  ivlij 
ueglectest  thou  ine }  lam  Jeiut whom  thou periecutfl 
— Jesus,  who  yet  net  in  the  Mediator's  part  between  mi 
righteous  Fattier  and  thy  self-righteous  soul.  /(  i»  hen 
fur  thee  to  kick  against  the  pricks  of  my  truth,  and  tilt 
stings  of  tby  eon  science. — 1  am  a  Sun  of  righleoustica 
and  truth  :  Wrap  thyself  in  nnbelief  no  more  :  Let  tbt 
beams  of  my  grace  penetrate  thy  prejudiced  soul,  and 
kindle  redeeming  love  in  thy  frozen  breast.  Nor  ft 
me,  by  an  obstinate  and  final  denial  of  me  before  met 
to  fulfil  upon  tiiec  the  most  terrible  uf  all  my  threaten- 
iligs  by  '  denying  thee  also  before  my  Father  .mil  Ir 
angels  ;'  for.'  if  ye  [to  whom  my  gospel  is  fully  preached 
iielicve  not  that  I  am  He,  yc  shall  die  in  your  sum.'" 


An  Adirest  to  a  penitent   Mourner. 

Thou  denicst  that  loving  Redeemer  ho  longer," 
thou  poor,  mourning  Penitent,  who   art  ready  to  si<k 
under  the  burden  of  thy  sins,  and  longest  to  find  it* 
for  thy  soul.    The  Lord,  who  pronounces  tliee  bl 
says, '  Comfort  yc,  Comfort  ye  my  mourning  people- 
lly  whom  shall  1  comfort  thee?'  Ob  !   that  it  were*! 
me  1    Oh  !  that  I  were  so  happy  as  to  administcro* 
drop  of  gospel-cordial  to  thy  fainting  spirit  !    Thtun*  I- . 
lam  less  than  the  least  of  my  Lord's  sen-ants,  he  sm*  L^ 
thee  by  me  a  Benjamin's  portion  :  l)c  not  above  nc 
ingit.  Thou  hast  YnmvU'j  received  the  tcoundi ng  tr 
of  the  gospel  -,  wVin  Ai'™\i*\  liiuw  'ite\v,H*.i^  reject  !■'' 
healing  ones  2    Thou   hnsfc  ««tev,  *.«  \iwur;\wi<tH 
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epentance  :  Yea,  thou  feedcst  upon  them  daily,  and 
irefcrrest  tlieni  to  all  the  sweets  of  sin  :  Why  then, 
5h  !  why  should  thy  heart  rise  against  tlie  tlesh  and 
llood  of  the  true  paschal  Lamb?  Why  shonldst  thou 
tarve,  when  '  nil  iliin-s  are  nuw  ri'Sily  .'"  Why  should- 
■at  thou  not  believe  the  whole  truth  as  well  as  one  part 
>f  it  ?  Will  '  the  word  of  God's  grace'  be  more  true 
en  years  hence  than  it  is  now  ?  Is  not  '  Christ  the 
aroe  yesterday,  to-day,  and  for  ever ?'  If  thy  dull 
believing  in  God  has  already  saved  thee  from  thy 
ain  conversation,  and  thy  outward  sins;  how  much 
nore  will  a  cheerful  '  believing  in  the  Lord  Jesus,' 
ave  thee  into  Christian  ri g lite ousn ess,  peace;,  and  joy 
n  the  Holy  Ghost. 

Do  not  '  begin  to  make  weenie,'  and  say,  "  I  must 
lot  believe  the  joyous  truths  of  the  gospel,  till  they  are 
irat  powerfully  applied  to  my  soul."  It  is  right,  very 
Iglit  for  thee,  for  all,  never  to  rest  short  of  such  an 
p plication.  But  how  art  thou  to  wait  for  it  ?  In  the 
ray  of  duty,  or  out  of  it  ?  Surely  in  the  way  of  duty. 
Lud  is  it  not  thy  duty,  no  longer  to  '  make  God  a  liar?' 
s  it  not  thy  houtidun  duty,  a-  it  is  thy  glorious  privl- 
;ge,  to  '  set  thy  seal,'  as  thon  canst,  to  the  word  of 
lull's  Grace,  as  well  as  to  the  declaration  of  his  Jus- 
ice  1  Does  he  not  charge  thee  to  '  believe,'  though  it 
hould  be  '  in  hnpe  against  hope,'  the  reviving  '  record 
'hicli  he  has  given  of  his  Son?'  Is  not  'this  the 
;cord  ? :  That  God  has  given  to  us  eternal  life,  und 
■  is  life  is  in  his  Son  ?— That  to  as  many  as  receive 
im — that  is,  to  as  many  as  believe  on  his  name,  he 
Ives  power  to  become  the  sons  of  God  :— That  God 
jmrnendelh  his  love  towards  us,  in  that  when  we 
■ere  yetsinners,  Christ  died  for  us  [men  and  for  our 
ilvation:]—  That  his  blood  [through  faith  on  our 
sit]  cleanseth  from  all  sin  ;— That  he  was  delivered 
ir  ouroirericea,  and  rose  again  for  oar  justification  :' 
-And  that  he  even  now  '  maketh  intercession  for 
3  ;'  bearing  us  np  in  the  arms  of  his  mevt^ ,  ftvafc  -we 
■ik  not  iulohell,  and  'drawing  to  Him,  vrtva  yMSA- 
*tte  mgoflf,  all  men,'   that  renounce  ftteAv  qvabjA- 


hast  dune,  niid  bell 


If  It  is  '  a  saying  worthy  of  all  men 
that  Jesus  Vhriit  came  into  the  world  fr 
ihief  of  t'mnera,'  opon  gospel  terms  ;   lie  oudonblet 

re  me  and  thee.  Do  not  tboo  then  fooll 
excommunicate  thyself  from  redeeming  love.  A 
with  thy  unchristian,  diacou racing  notions  about  A 
lute  Reprobation,  Pretention,  Non-election,  etc.  . 
Doubt  not  hut  thou  art  eoitditiomilly  elected,  that 
'  chosen  In  Christ'  to  eternal  salvation  ;  yea  pecnli»q 
chosen  of  God  explicitly  to  '  believe  in  that  Just  0« 
who  gave  himself  a  ransom  for  all,'  and  "  by  this  « 
oblation  of  Himself  once  offered,  made  a  foil,  pcrfer* 
and  sufficient  sacrifice,  oblation,  and  satisfaction,  f 
the  sina  of  the  while  troritt."  —  Ui'licve  then  thy  eleci' 
and  that  of  God.  As  certainly  as  Christ  hung  n 
the  cross,  flesh  of  thy  flesh,  aud  bone  of  thy  be 
thou  art  *  chosen  to  eternal  salvation  through  sail 
fication  of  the  Spirit,  ami  belief  of  the  truth,  V 
thou  then  he  powerfully  saved  here,  and  elew 
saved  hereafter  ?  Only'  make  thy  calling  and  ei 
sure,  through  saactification  of  the  Spiri 
1  sane titi cation  of  the  Spirit  sure,  through  belief  rfl 
the  troth.' 

Believe,  as  well  as  thou  canst,  this  comfortable,* 
sanctifying  truth,  '  God  so  loved  the  world,  thai  J 
gave  his  only-begotten  Son,  that  WHOSn 
on  him  should  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  B 
be  not  afraid  to  conclude,  upon  the  divine  recori,fl 
God  loves  thee,  that  Chritt  gave  himself/or  thtt,  t 
that  the  Holy  Ghost  will  gloriously  witness  the  Sari*' 
love  to  thy  soul.  And  calmly,  yet  earnestly,  wiitll 
divine  token,  and  an  abiding  sense  of  this  love  rf 
thy  heart. 

But,  I  repeat  it,  wait  in  faith  s— Wait,  belleviK 
truth  : — Wait,  doing  thy  work ;  and  Christ  w 
finish  his  own  ■.  He  w\\\  *  we  thee  to  the 
from  sin  nuA  litl'i,  i\*i  \vJtaasi  mA\«ski;o 
her,  that  as  he  otice.  \AcAS<ivtVee,  wi-wo 


t  both  to  will  and  to  do.— Up  thin  and  be  doing. 
k  out  thy  own  Kilviition  with  if n  1  mid  trembling.' 
canst  never  do  God'a  part,  and  be  will  never  do 
:  Do  not  expect  it ;  nor  let  the  song  of "  finished 
Ion"  make  thee  conclude,  that  thou  hast  nothing 
Even  John  Buuyan,  in  his  "  Heavenly  Foot- 
'  ciies  oat  to  the  slothful,  "  If  thou  wilt  have 
n,  thou  must  run  for  it."  And  if  Attn  dost  not 
e  him,  believe  the  Christians  of  the  Lock  Chapel, 
f  the  Tabernacle,  who,  when  they  do  justice 
6  second  gospel-axiom,  agree  to  "  complain 
liritual   sloth,"     in  the    following    well-known 


Nothing  bul  bull  thy  ■> 


iGod  of  truth  will  warm  thy  heart  In  a  rational 
er,  by  the  Troth,  which  is  the  divine  rordial 
ally  used  by  the  Comforter  for  that  purpose, 
rattst  therefore  take  that  loi.linl  first.  If  thon 
if  little  faith,'  there  is  no  need  that  thon  shnuldst 
little  sense  alsp.  Some  absurdly  refuse  to  believe 
ispel  till  they  can  feel  it,  (if  I  may  so  speak,) 
heir  finger  and  thumb  ;  So  gross,  so  carnal  are 
ideaa  of  truth  !  And  others  think  it  their  duty 
o  look  at,  or  to  hear  about  the  gospel-feast; 
■ly  waiting  till  all  its  rich  blessing*  are  forcibly 
;  into  their  hearts,  or  at  least  conveyed  there, 
lit  anv  endeavour  of  their  own.  "  When  the  truth 
ie  powerfully  applied  to  my  soul,"  says  a  modern 
as,  "  1  will  believe,  and  not  before."  Avoid  this 
on  mistake.  If  thou  wert  invited  to  a  feast,  and 
id,  "  Yon  innst  not  eat  this  rich  food,  unless  it 
powerfully  applied  (o  >our  stomach;"  wouldst 
lot  reply,  that  thou  must  first  eat  it,  "m  <«&e*  \« 
n  application  ?  Me  as  wise  in  s\iu\tua.\  ttivi?,s  -, 
t  ffcatthe   way  of  relishing,  ft\e  w»V*» 
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and  •  feeling  it  to  lie  the  power  of  God  unto  sahaliop, 
:..  actually  to  believe  it  till  we  can,  till '  the  Spirit  of 
truth '  makes  ns  feel  its  efficacy. 

'To  eat  or  drink  spiritually,'  and  'to  beltere 
receive  the  truth,' are  gospel  terms  of  the  samelmpi 
Come,  then,  leave  all  tiiy  excoses  to  those  who  h: 
learned  the  lessons  of  '  voluntary  humility.'  If  the 
king  offered  thee  a  present,  would  it  not  be  impertiwri 
to  make  him  stretch  out  his  hand  for  one  hour, 
pretence  that  thou  art  not  yet  worthy  of  hla  hi 
And  tbinkest  thou  that  a  similar  conduct  is  not  high!* 
provoking  to  the  King  of  kings  ?  Does  he  not  coropfcui, 
'  1  called  and  ye  refused : — I  stand  at  the  door  anl 
knock: — All  the  day  lone  have  1  stretched  my  Jiuii!- 
to  a  gainsaying  and  disobedient  people  J"  Con*, 
theu,  know  thy  distance  :  Know  thy  place  :  Know 
God :  Send  thy  absurd  ceremoniousness  back  to  I 
neva  :  Crucify  thy  guilty  fears  on  Calvary  ;  and  an 
tlie  best  of  thy  way  to  Sion, '  tlie  mountain  where  Gad 
has  made  onto  all  people  a  feast  of  fat  thing's,  a  feast  ni 
wines,  of  fin  ilii  ri  i;s  full  ui  marrow,  of  nines  well  refined. 
'  There  is  room,'  says  the  Lord  :  '  Draw  them  wA 
the  hands  of  a  man ;'  with  arguments,  tlircatenjnp- 
promises,  expostulations,  &e.  '  Compel  tl.eiu  to  com 
in."  There  is  liiiiin  iiioniili  in  Cilead,  bread  enough  iu 
my  hoase,  love  enongh  in  my  heart,  blood  enough  it 
the  fountain  that  my  Son  lias  opened  for  sit),  gi*e 
enough  in  the  river  that  flows  from  my  throne,  tra* 
enough  in  the  gospel  of  my  grace,  to  heal,  nourish 
delight,  transport  a  world  of  prodigal  sous  an  " 
ters.  And  is  there  not  enough  for  ihce,  who 
God  ?'  For  thee,  to  whom  '  the  word  of  this  rArlifim. 
this  great  salvation  is  sent  ?'  Did  not  Christ 
break  the  bread  of  consolation  for  thee,  when  he  mi, 
'Take,  eat,  this  is  my  body,  which  is  broken  for  yo»!" 
Did  he  uot  offer  thee  the  cup  of  salvation,  when  kf 
added  ?  '  This  is  the  cup  of  the  New  Testament  in  nrj 
blond  shed  fur  the  remission  of  sins  ;  drink  ye  til  of 
it,'  and  carry  it'mto  att.  nMaoo*— ■' \«<mi&\  it,,;  offer  it 
'  to  every  creature'     \  tortus ft«s.'WiiVi»&,-.1>W*li 
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down  from  heaven  to  jtve  life  to  the  world  ;'  it  was 
surely  consecrated  in  l.icthscmane,  and  broken  Ou 
Calvary,  for  thee  man,  and  for  thee  woman,  and  for  thy 
salvation.  Oh  !  if  the  fragments  of  perishing  barley- 
bread  were  so  to  he  gathnnl,  that  none  (if  them  might 
be  lost ;  with  what  thank  fulness  shouhlst  thou  receive 
the  morsel  which  I  set  before  thee  !  With  what '  hun- 
ger after  righteousness'  nhoul'ht  limit  least  upon  it ! 
Howshonldst  thou  try  to  relish  crery  crumb,  every  par- 
ticle of  gospel-truth  ;— of  '  the  meat  that  endureth  to 
everlasting  life;' — of  '  the  word  of  (he  Lord,  that 
abideth  for  ever!' 

Wonder  at  our  Lord's  condescension.  Lest  thou 
ahouldest  think,  that  the  word  of  his  servants  is  insig- 
nificant, although  it  is  the  word  of  truth ;  he  prays 
particularly  '  for  them,  that  shall  believe  on  him 
through  their  words  ;'  and  he  asks,  '  How  is  it  that  ye 
do  not  discern  tins  time'  of  love  ?  '  Yea,  and  why  even 
of  yourselves  judge  ye  not  what  is  right,' and  makes  for 
jour  peace  ? — '  O  Ye,  that  have  no  money,  come,  buy 
and  eat,  buy  wine  and  milk  :  Yea,  eat  and  drink 
abundantly,  O  beloved,  without  money,  and  without 
price.  Hearken  diligently  unto  me  :  Eat  ye  that  which 
is  good ;  Let  your  soul  delight  itself  in  fatness,'  in  the 
richest  gospel  truths.  '  Whosoever  will,  let  him  come 
and  take  of  the  bread  and  water  of  life  freely.'  Thus 
'  the  Water  and  the  Blood,  the  Spirit  and  the  Word,' 
sweetly  agree  to  invite  thee,  to  chide  thy  delays,  to 
bid  thee  come  and  welcome  to  Christ,  audtoallthe 
unsearchable  riches  of  his  grace. 

If  thou  refusest  this  drop  of  gospel  cordial,  this 
crumb  of  the  bread  of  life  ;  or  if,  after  a  faint  attempt 
to  take  it,  thou  sinkest  back  into  thy  stupid  unbelief, 
I  beg  leave  to  inquire  into  the  reason.  (1.)  Is  it '  the 
hour  and  the  power  of  darkness  ?'  Is  thy  mind  so 
confused,  and  thy  heart  so  distracted,  that  in  this 
moment  thou  canst  neither  consider,  nor  welcome  the 
truth?  In  this  ease,  wait  groaning:  If  thou  canst 
not  wait  '  in  hope,  believing  against  h<vye,'  kho-sokomt 
at  least  not  to  yield  to  despair.    This  stoira  ~."»\\\  w*'0' 
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blow  over;  '  the  time  of  refreshing  will  come  ('  a 

e  Lord,  who  permits  thee  lo  have  fellowship  with 
him  in  Gethwtnane,  will  booh  enable  thee  to  triumph 
with  him  u]ioti  the  mount. 

Hast  thou  little  or  no  ap|ietilc  for  the  ti 
nue,  I  fear,  thou  still  baton  upon  husks  and  ashes, 
which  spoil  thy  spiritual  digestion ;  aud  1  iU>  ihet 
to  exercise  repentance  ;  remembering  '  that  to  bei'si 
nallv  minded  is  death,'  and  that  the  promise  is  ■ 
ide  to  the  slothful ;  but  to  them,  who  '  through  fiiti 
J  patient  con  ti  nuance  ill  well-doing,  swk  fur  glort' 
—to  thero  who,  in  taking  up  their  cross  aud  denyiof 
themselves,  inherit  the  gospel-prolnines. 

Hast  thou  maile  an  absurd  covenant  with  unbelief, 
is  Thomas »    Art  thou  determined  not  to  credit  God's 
record,  unless  ho  eome  down  to  thy  terms?  Dost  thai 
still  confound   faith  with   its  first   fruits,  aud  God'.' 
works  with  tliiuc  own? — If  this  be  thy  case,  how, 
may  the  Lord  suffer  thee  to  go  on  moping,  not  only  f« 
a  week,  as  the  obstinate  apostle  did;  butforytw! 
And  after  all,  when  thou   bust  long  dishonoured  GoJ, 
and  tormented  thyself  by  thy  wilful  unbelief  [  thon  wi* 
be  glad  to  An  upon  a  death-bed,  what  I  want  thft » 
do  now.     Being  then  surrounded  by  threatening  bil- 
lows, driven  from  thy  carna!  moorings,  aud  tossed  into 
true    wisdom,  thou    wilt,    without  ceremony,   vuiir;r 
upon  the  merits  and  blood  of  thy  Saviour,  and  strin 
enter  by  wrestling  faith,  and  agonizing  prayer,  1 
'  righteousness,   peace,   aud  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghi 
Happj  would  it  he  for  thee,  iu  the  mean  time,  if  tl 
wert  not  wiser  in  thy  own  conceit  than  seven  men  t 
can  render  a  reason  ;  If  thon  wert  not  obstinately  tent 
upon  nursing  thy  curse  ;  if  thou  didst  confer  with  Bat 
and  blood  no   more  ;  and   if,  regarding   the   gospd- 
passport  more  than  Soliiidian  embargoes,  audtbeivorf 
of  God  mote  than  the  dispiriting  speeches 
hearted  spies,  thou  becaniem  one  of  the  * 
whom  it  is  out  heavenly  Father's  good  pleasure  to  gt« 
(he   kingdom  ;'  one  ot  ■  4w  wuvtst  -*i«,  rake  j,  b> 
force, ' — thon  wattUttsoott*-'1 


ons  are  as  compatible  as  the  two  gospel- axioms ; 
i,  '  receiving  the  end  of  thy  faith,'  thou  woulil.it 
m,  perhaps  to-day,  experience  the  astonishing  force 
Truth,  and  taste  the  ravishing  powers  of  the  world 
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Ye  taste  those  powers,  happy  believers,  who  see  that 
God  h  love,  boundless,  free,  redeeming,  pardoning, 
comforting,  sanctifying  hive  in  Jesus  Christ  The 
more  yon  believe  it,  and  the  more  yon  feel  it.  Do  then 
always  '  the  work  of  faith,'  and  you  shall  always 
*  abound  hi  tin-  paiii-net  uf  hope,  and  it)  the  labour  of 
love.'  You  have  believed  the  truth,  and  it  has  made 
you  free  !  'Rejoice  then  iu  the  truth:'  Worship  the 
God  of  Truth  :  Triniuph  in  Christ, '  the  living  Truth  :* 
And  be  daily  baptized  'with  the  Spirit  of  Truth:' 
Beware  of  enthusiasm  :  '  Speak  the  words  of  sober- 
ness and  Truth  :'  God  is  not  the  author  of  nonsense. 

Sail  with  ail  possible  care  through  the  straits  of 
Pharisaism  and  Aotinouiianisni.  Many,  by  deviating 
from  the  word,  have  almost  '  made  shipwreck  of  the 
faith.'  While  some  i-cat  in  high  Pharisaic  forms, 
others  catch  at  empty  Solilidian  shadows;  or  slide  into 
fhe  peculiarities  of  a  cujisuriuus  My> tici.ini,  harden 
themselves  against  '  the  gentleness  of  Christ,'  and 
oppOBe  a  part  of  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesns  :  Embrace 
ye  the  whole  :  Be  valiant  for  the  whole  :  Recommend 
the  whole :  But  above  all,  bring  forth  Ihc  fruits  of 
the  whole. 

Be  steady  ;  Many  who  believed  once  as  firmly  as  you 
do,  thai  Christ  was  a  sacrifice  for  sill,  consider  him 
now  only  ai  a  martyr  for  the  truth.  Aud  some,  who 
were  fuliy  persuaded  that  God  is  '  loving  vi  esex-j  nratf 
while  the  day  of  salvation  lusts,  now  can.  hear,  ->j«». 
3*4 
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i«rbups  delis'1'  to  hear  it  insinuated,  thai  he  ii  grace- 
less and  merciless  In  myriads  of  hi*  unborn  creatures. 
Be  not  thus  carried  about  by  a  blast  of  vain  doctrine, 
in  opposition  to  the  full  tide  of  scripture  and  reason. 
'  Honour  all  men,  and  give  double  honour'  to  those  to 
whom  it  is  due  ;  but  be  not  moved  from  your  stead- 
fastness cither  by  names  or  numbers.  To  judge  i't 
truth  by  popularity,  is  absurd.  Warm,  zealous  men, 
who  can  draw  the  attention,  and  work  upon  the  pai- 
, iuii-.  of  the  populace,  will  always  be  popular ;  bit 
popularity,  you  know,  h  no  proof  that  any  man's 
principles  arc  unexceptionable.  On  not  then  hy  that 
deceitful  rule.  When  truth  is  at  stake,  mind  populu 
lause  as  little  as  a  syren's  sung;  and  regard  a  Bon* 
'*  nick  as  little  as  a  Nebuchadnezzar's  dulcimer, 
[■ast  into  the  furnace  of  persecution  with  two  i 
ions,  rather  than  bow  with  thousands  to  the 
shining,  the  most  celebrated,  and  the  richest  ima_ 
error.  If  your  tivo  companions  forsake  you,  Oh  !  in 
not  forsake  the  truth.  Turn  not  your  hack  upon  her, 
when  she  wants  you  most.  Run  not  away  froiuhei 
colours,  when  the  enemy  pours  in  like  a  flood.  If  slit 
be  driven  out  of  the  professing  church,  follow  herto 
the  wilderness, — and,  if  need  be,  to  the  den  of  liooj. 
There  the  God  of  Daniel  will  be  with  you  ;  and  fi 
thence  he  will  bring  you  out ;  for  (Sod  will  Mam: 
tiie  Truth,  and  she  will  prevail  at  last.  '  Buy  her' 
therefore  at  any  rate ;  buy  her,  though  yoo  should  girt 
your  la.-t  mill'  of  wealth,  and  your  last  scrap  of  repuB- 
tiou  for  her:  '  And  sell  her  not,'  though  you  shunld 
gain  the  whole  world  by  the  unhappy  bargain. 

'  These  things,'  O  men  of  God,  '  have  1  written  ur 
you  concerning  them  that  [by  fair  shows  of  spiritu- 
ality and  voluntary  humility]  seduce  yoa'  into  P' 
laisro  or  Antinomianisra  :  '  But  the  auoiuting,  v 
you  have  received  of  God,  abiderh  in  yon,  [bihci 
have  not  been  seduced,]  and  it  is  truth,  and  is  no  lie, 
abide  in  it  therefore  -  Err  not  from  the  Truth.  Walt 
in  the  Truth  ;  Do  noftiui6»%a™-*A\K. Truth,  but  forthe 
Truth  :    And,  as  joiiViave,  pmafeeiyM*  amJa\^ o"w,- 
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ing  the  Troth,  through  [lie  Spirit,  unto  unfeigned  loir 
of  the  brethren,'  see  that  his  love  extend  itself  particu- 
larly to  yuur  opponents  ■  '  Love  them,  love  one  another 
with  a  pure  heart  fervently.'  You  will  often  be 
obliged  to  part  with  Peace  in  order  to  maintain  Troth  ; 
but  you  never  ueed  to  part  with  Love.  Be  you  herein 
followers  of  Christ  and  St.  Paul.  You  know  that  the 
Pharisees,  the  Herodiaus,  the  Sadducees,  and  the 
devil  himself,  would  gladly  have  made  peace  with  those 
two  champions  of  the  Truth  u;>ou  the  scandalous  terms 
of  betrayiug  and  giving  her  up.  But  St.  Paul  had  not 
so  learned  Christ,  aud  our  Lord  scorned  to  deny  him- 
self the  Truth,  and  to  worship  the  father  of  lies.  See 
how  calmly,  how  loviiidy,  how  resolutely  they  fight 
this  good,  this  bloody  light  of  faith  '.  Vollies  of  invec- 
tives and  calumnies  have  been  already  thrown  out 
against  them  :  And  uow,  reproving  their  persecutor*, 
and  yet  praying  for  them,  they  go  and  meet  bonds  and 
prisons,  stocks  and  scourges,  the  provokiiijt  taunt  and 
the  cruel  uioekin::,  I  In.'  bloody  smml  and  the  kiniinini- 
ous  cross.  And  how  many  stand  by  them  in  their  extre- 
mity? Hare  ye  forgotten  the  amazing  number?  'They 
all  forsook  him  and  fled.— All  men  forsook  me  :  I 
pray  God,  it  may  not  be  laid  to  their  charge.*  And, 
astnnislLii)!:  !  .lodas,  Peter,  and  Demas,  led  the  van. 
— O  Jesns,  stand  by  our  weakness,  and  we  will  stand 
by  thy  truth  '.  Thon  sayest,  '  Will  ye  also  go  away  ?* 
And,  '  to  whom  should  we  go,'  gracious  Lord  ?  '  Hast 
thon  not  the  words  of  Truth,  the  words  of  everlasting 
life  (  Art  thou  not  the  light  of  the  world  and  the  light 
of  men?'  Our  lightaud  ourlife  ?  Could  all  the  ig  net 
falui  in  tin'  ]!rafts-:Lig  world  ;  could  even  all  'the 
stars' in  thy  church,  supply  the  want  of  tby  light  to 
our  souls  i  Ho,  Lord,  be  then  our  sun  and  shield  for 
ever.  Visit  the  earth  again,  thou  uncreated  Sun  of 
righteousness  and  truth  :  Hasten  thy  second  advent  : 
"I'liv  kingdom  come  !  Shine  without  a  cloud  !  Scatter 
the  last  remains  of  error's  uight!   Kindle  our  mind* 
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tongues  itito  ardent  praise  !    Our  lives   into  flamic 
obedience  ! 

Bold  may  we  wax,  exceeding  bold, 
No  more  to  Error's  ways  conform ; 
Nor  shrink  the  hardest  Truths  t'  unfold, 
But  more  than  meet  the  gathering  storm. 

Adverse  to  earth's  erroneous  throng, 
May  each  now  turn  his  fearless  face  ; 
Stand  as  an  iron  pillar  strong, 
And  steadfast  as  a  wall  of  brass. 

Glre  us  thy  might,  thou  God  of  pow'r, 
Then  let  or  men  or  fiends  assail ; 
Strong  in  thy  strength,  we  '11  stand,  a  tow  r 
Impregnable  to  earth  or  hell. 


AN    APPENDIX, 

To  prevent   Objections. 

lead  for  Error  in  an  Essay  on  Truth.,  would  be 
ua.    If  I  have  done  it,  it  has  been  iuadvert- 

aud  I  shall  be  thankful  to  any  of  my  readers , 

11  be  at  (he  trouble  to  set  rue  right.     But  I  once 

eg  forward  disputants,  not  to  produce  assertions 
:$,  instead  of  arguments  and  well-applied 
resj  and  not  to  wire-draw  the  controversy  by 
tiir;  objection5,  which  I  have  already  directly  or 
tly  answered;  unless  they  show,  that  neb 
■»  ore  insufficient;  that  my  arguments  are  ineou- 

;  andtlie  scriptures  I  quote  misapplied.  Two 
ie  objections,  however,  deserve  a  more  direct 
II  answer. 

lould  it  be  aaid,  "  1  puzzle  people,  by  ivscrtiiu; 
ere  can  be  any  other  wring  faith,  but  the  chrit- 
\th  :  and  any  oilier  object  of  saving  faith  but 
crucified;"  I  reply,  that,  though  Christ  crucified 
capital  object  of  my  faith,  I  dure  not  admit  the 
:teil  notions  thai  the  SoliliJiaus  have  of  faith  ; 
;,  if  1  did,  1  should  subscribe  lo  the  necessary 
ion  of  three  parts  of  my  fellow- sinners  out  of 

and  reject  Christ's  word,  under  prct*nee  of 
;  his  person  ;  Take  a  few  more  instances  of  it. 
rot  our  Lord  hiiusi'lt'  >ay  to  bis  disciples, '  Have 

God;*  distinguishing  /hat  faith,  frrjm  faith  in 
f,  as  Mediator?  (John  xvii.  3.)  Does  not  St. 
fc\ are,  that,  aa  believing  God  was  imputed  to 
ni  fur  righteousness  ;  so  it  shall  be  imputed  to 
■c  believe  on  Him  that  raised  up  Jesus  wax  \.wi^ 
e  dead?'  Do  I  "  forge"  the  following,  wcv^Vtxi:*: 
'□(cousness  of  Gndisreveidedfroitt  fcuAi^>"»*,a 
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— According  to  the  proportion  of  faith — According  as 
Bod  hath  dealt  the  measure  of  faith — If  1  harp  told 
you  Lif  UBTflLT  things,  and  ye  believe  not ;  how  shall 
ye  believe,  if  I  1*11  you  of  heaveniv  tilings?' — And 
can  we  read  Hcb.  xi.  without  seeing  (fast  the  faith 
the] c  described  is  inoic  general  than  the  faith  which 
i  hiimrtcrizcH  tin'  Chi  i.-tiaii  dispensation  ?  By  what  art 
can  we  make  it  appear,  that  Christ  crucified  wa 
object  of  the  faitli  of  those  believers,  of  whom  the 
.  l  I  -  ■  ■  --  t  L  r  ■  sny.j '; ,  '  Ik  faith,  Noah  moved  with  fear  bi  " 
an  ark:  By  faith.  Isaac  blessed  Jacob  and  Esau  [the 
.ju]j|'0<cd  reprobate]  concerning  things  to  come  : — Bj 
faitli,   Jacob  blessed  (he  son*  uf  Joseph  :— By  faith, 

.l'i.-c|ih  gavu  con liiiciit   if'iireiriiny    his    bones  :— 

ISy  faith,  tlic  harlot  Rahab  perished  not  with  them 
that  believed  not  when  she  had  iTceind  the  spio.' 
If  you  insinuate,  with  respect  to  Rahab,  that  JosbM 
sent  the  s|iicf,  whom  -lie  eutcrtoinetl,  and  that  the? 
informed  her,  that  Joshua  was  a  type  of  Christ  cruci- 
fied ;  will  you  not  rendu  your  ■'  ortliiidosy"  as  ridifl- 
lous,  as  if  you  rested  it  upon  the  frivolous  difference 
there  in  between  (/and  if?  Mr.  U.  catiuot  ihew,  thai 
ilit;  apostle  ever  distiiisjui.-liiL!  between  a  Jewish  lf,l 
a  Christian  if  ;  but  I  can  quote  chapter  and  verse,  w! 
I  asicrt,  thai  he  clearly  iii.-r]:.ynishcs  between  Jewirii 
ami  Christian /(' Wi.  For,  not  to  transcribe  Heb.  viii. 
and  x.  dnea  he  not  say  ?,  (Gal.  iii.  23,)  '  Before 
[i.  c.,  before  I'hrittUin  faitli]  came,  we  were  kept 
under  the  law,"  i.e.,  under  the  Jewish  dispensation, 
and  the  obscurer  faitli  peculiar  to  it ;  Nor  was  " " 
damnable  state  ;  for  St.  Paul  beeius  the  next  d 
bv  telling  us,  that '  ilie  Heir,  as  long  as  lie  is  a  i 
clifTereth  nothing  from  a  servant,  though  he  be  Loan 
ov  ail;  but  is  under  tutors  aud  governors,  till  tht 
time  appointed  of  the  Father  :  Even  so  we,  when  wc 
were  children,  [when  we  were  under  the  Jewish  di 
I icti-.it ion,]  were  in  liominiic  under  the  elements  of  this 
world.  Hot  when  the  fulness  of  time  was  come,  God 
scut  forth  his  Son,  mviieoli-aovivwi, marie  under  ibe 
law,  to  redeem  thein    *«*  We  w>a«t  &»\b, 
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we  [children  differing  nothing  from  servants]  might 
receive  tlie  adoption  of  sons,'  i.e.,  the  privi  leges  of 
sons  that  are  of  age,  and  are  no  longer  tinder  tutors 
and  governors. — 'For  after  that  [Clirisiian]  faith  is 
come,  we  are  no  longer  under  a  schoolmaster,  for  we 
arc  all  the  [emancipated]  children  of  God  by  faith  in 
Christ  Jeans.'  (Gal.  iii.  25,  26.)  Is  it  uot  evident, 
from  the  comparing  of  these,  passers,  that  the  faith  of 
Jews  constituted  them  children  offiod,  but  such  chil- 
dren as,  in  general,  '  liilRrcd  liuiiiini:  from  servants,' 
— such  children  as  were  in  ;i  Hate  of  nonage  and  bond- 
age.'  Whereas  Christian  faitJi,  (emphatically  called 
faith,)  by  its  superior  privileges,  introduces  true  Chris- 
tians into  'the  glorious  liberty  of  the  adult  sons  of 
God.'  Before  we  can  otlunhrow  this  doctrine,  must 
we  uot,  to  use  St.  Peter's  words, '  wrest  our  beloved 
brothet' Paul's  words,  so  as  to  overthrow  the  (kith  of 
some,' yen  of  all  [lie  Jews  that  lived  '  bcl'uri'  faith  came,' 
i.  e.,  before  l.'hri.-t  brotieiii  hcliuvers  from  ruonnt  Sinai 
to  mount  Sion  ;  from  the  earthly  '  Jerusalem,  which 
is  in  bondage  with  her  children,  to  the  new  Jerusalem, 
which  is  free,  and  is  the  mother  of  us  all— that  stand 
fast  in  the  liberty,  wherewith  Christ  hath  made  OS 
free,  aud  are  not  cntautlcil  neaiii  with  the  yoke  of 
bondage  ?' 

The  difference  1x4 ween  the  privileges  of  the  Jewish, 
and  those  of  the  Christian  i'aith  and  dispensation,  is 
still  more  eleatly  described,  2  Cor.  iii.  There  the 
Christian  dispensation  (called  the  ministration  of  the 
Spirit,  hecar.se  the  promise  of  tin;  Spirit  is  its  great 
privilege,  see  John  vii.  31', j  is  opposed  to  the  Jewish 
dispensation,  which  [lie  aposlk  culls '  ilic  liiinistration 
of  eoudem nation,'  Leeaiise  it  appointed  no  particular 
sacrifices  for  penitents  euilh  of  adultery,  idolatry,  mur- 
der, blasphemy,  &c,  and  absolutely  doomed  them  to 
die.  This  severe  dispensation,  says  St.  Paul,  'was 
glorious,  though  it  is  done  away  :  Much  more  that 
which  iTinaincih  rtlit(.'lii!sii,,:!i  dispensation]  csccedeth 
in  glory.' — Again,    '  Jioies  put  u  typical  \ci\  otceVk 


loot  10  the  end,  ice.  Hut  we  [Christians]  alt,  with  open 
(ace  behold  in  g,  ifi  in  a  glass,  lite  glory  of  the  Lord, 
arc  changed  into  the  same  image  from  glory  tu  glory. 
What  a  privilege  !  And  how  many  nominal  Christians 
live  below  it;  tea,  below  the  privilege;  of  the  rerv 
Heathens  ! 

Tfctt,  however,  is  the  one  faith  of  true  Christians, 
who  '  have  the  same  spirit  HI"  faith  :'  it  is  one  in  it;  grot 
object,  •  God  manifest  in  the  flesh' — one,  in  its  great 
promise,  the  promise  of  the  father,  or  '  the  kingdom 
in  the  Holy  Ghost' — tine  in  its  new  commandment, 
brotherly,  universal  love,  that  '  perfects  believers'  in 
one,'  and  makes  them  partakers  of  so  great  salvia'™, 
—This  i«  the  faith,  which  St.  Paul  calls  '  the  faith  of 
God'?  elect,'  i.  c,  the  faith  of  Christian?,  who  ire 
■  chosen  [above  Jewish  believer;]  to  fee  the  glory  of 
the  Lord  with  open  face,'  when  Jewish  believers  see 
it  only  'darkly  thruuE.1]  a  veil.*  This  very  faith  he 
calls,  immediately  after,  the  faith  '  common*  to  all 
Christians, '  To  Titos,  my  own  son  after  the  commas 
faith.'  (Tit.  I.  1,4.)  With  an  eye  to  this  faith  lie  like- 
wise names  Timothy,  his  '  own  son  iu  the  faith,— 
which  is  in  Christ  Jesus  ;'  A  faith  this,  whereby  Tim- 
othy, who  was  a  Jewish  believer  from  a  child,  wii 
'made  a  partaker  of  Christ  the  great  [i.  c.,  the  Christian] 
salvation  :'- A  faith,  which  St.  Peter  calls  '  |ireeiont 
faith,'  and  St.  Jode,  '  most  holy  faith  ;'  indirectly  com' 
paring  it  to  '  the  most  holy  place'  in  the  temple  :— A 
faith,  which  Christ  calls  '  my  faith,"  (Rev.  ii.  13,)  and 
'  faith  that  is  in  me.1  (Acts  xxvi.  IS.)— A  faith  Ada, 
far  superior  lo  the  faith  of  the  noble  Jewish  believcri 
iu  Berca,  who  so  candidly  searched  the.  scriptnrcs, 
when  they  hud  heard  St.  Paul  preach, — and  vei7  fat 
exceeding  the  candid  disposition  of  those  sincere  Hea- 
thens at  Corinth,  concerning  whom  our  Lord  said  to 
St.  Paul,**  '  1  have  much  people  in  this  city.*  If  the 
reader   divests    himself  of  prejudices,  I   hope,  that, 

•  I  prefer  this  aenie  la  n,u  ot  Vm  G*Vilni.t»,    not  ool, 
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instead  of  railing  the  doctrine  of  the  gospel-dispcn- 
|    iatioDK,  ami  the  degrees  0/  faith  belonging  to  them,  a 
'     *'  novel  chimera,"  he  will  embrace  and  receive  il  aa  a 
trnth,  which  Irais  u,  n  th mi saiul  others. 

11.  Some  of  my  opponents,  who  rind  it  easier  to 
pais  a  jest  than  to  answer  an  argument,  will  probably 
think,  that  to  beat  me  and  the  doctrine  of  the  dispen- 
sations out  of  the  field  of  truth,  they  need  only  laugh 
at  my  "  inventing"  different  sorts   of   faith  "  by  the 

To  nip  this  witticism  in  the  bnd,  I  declare,  once 
more,  that  I  make  no  more  difference  between  the 
faith  of  a  righteous  Heathen,  and  the  failh  of  a  father 
in  Christ,  than  I  do  between  day-break  and  meridian 
.  light:— That  the  light  ofa  sincere  Jew,  is  as  much  one 
with  the  light  of  a  sincere  Christian ;  as  the  light  of  the 
sun  in  acold,  cloudy  day  in  Hindi,  is  one  with  the  light 
of  the  sun  in  a  fine  day  in  May :— And,  that  the  differ- 
ence between  the  savins;  faith  peeuliar  to  the  sincere 
disciples  of  Noah,  Moses,  John  the  Baptist,  and 
Jesus  flhri-t,  consist*  in  .1  viiriety  of  '/•'tri'fi,  and  not 
ill  a  diversity  of  speciet;  saving  faith  under  all  dispen- 
sations agreeing  In  the  follow  ink-  essentials  :  (1.)  It  is 
begotten  by  the  revelation  i'f  some  ?:i'.ini;  truth,  pre- 
sented by  free  grace,  impressed  by  the  Spirit,  and 
received  by  the  believer's  prevented  rVee-ageucy  :  (2.) 
It  has  the  same  original  cause  in  all,  that  is,  the  mercy 
of  God  iu  Jesus  Christ:  (3.)  It  actually  saves  all, 
thoughinrariousdegrees:  (i.)  It  sets  ail  upon  working 
i-iithitimsness  ;  '  some  iKiiiim-  fruit  Lliirts,  "isnic  sixty, 
and  some  an  hundred  fold  :'  And  (5.)  Through  Christ, 


Dup]hl    in   by.Uie-ljye, 


it  will  brine  nil  that  do  cot  make  shipwreck  o(  It,  » 
one  or  another  of  '  the  many  mansions,'  which  n™ 
Lord  is  gone  to  prepare  in  heaven  for  his  believiog, 
obedient  people. 

in.  Should  It  be  objected,  that  "  the  doctrine  of 
this  Cssiiy  confounds  faith  and  work?  5"  to  what  I 
have  said  on  this  head  in  the  preceding  Checks,!  add 
—  (1.)  There  Is  an  essential  d  i  He  re  Hce  between  the  holt 
faith  of  Adam  in  a  state  of  innocence,  and  the  juslif?- 
iiijf,  sanctifyiitg  faith  of  a  penitent  sinner:  ForAdun 
only  stood  and  worked  by  faith  in  God  as  Creator; 
hot  we  rise,  stand,  and  work,  chiejlg  by  faith  in  Gisl 
19  Kedcemer  and  Sauctilier. — (2.)  Adfim  worked  nf 
the  term?  of  the  first  covenant,  which  requires  im 
cence  and  perfect  obedience  ;  and  we  work  uponthi 
terms  of  the  second,  which,  forChrist'a  sake,  aiinfo 
the  sincere  obedience  of  penitential  faith.  H 
then  nomiiiug  of  the  covenants,  no  confounding 
faith  and  works;  but  only  a  vindication  of  the  wort) 
of  faith,  and  defending  the  faith  that  works  by  lo 
(3.)  St.  Angmtine,  the  favoorite  Father  of  the  Solii- 
dians,  wrote  a  treatise  (Dt  Fide  el  Operibw' 
Faith  anil  Turit,  in  the  21st  chanter  of  which,  he  la! 
these  words :  "  By  believing  in  God  with  a  right  KM 
"  by  worshipping  and  knowing  him,  we  are  » 
"  benefited,  {ul  et  bent  vicendi  ab  ilio  tit  nabh  hi 
"  am,  elsi preoarttrlmut  tib  illu  indulqenliam  meream*" 
"  as  to  be  assisted  by  him  to  live  well,  and  to  obtain 
"  of  him  [for  I  must  not  lite  rally  translate  the  hereon! 
word  mereamur]  a  pardon,  if  we  have  sinned." — And, 
[chap.  23,)  he  adds,  "  Inseparabilit  e»t  bona  vita  l 
"  Jide  ants  per  dilectianem  operator:  imo  vera  ea  ipw 
"  ait  buna  vila:  A  good  life  is  inseparable  from  tin 
"  faith  that  works  by  love;  nay,  that  faith  itselfis  a 
"good  life."  Had  I  spoken  so  unguardedly,  then 
would  be  just  room  for  raising  the  objection  which  I 
prevent;  but  1  have  carefully  distinguished  betwecu 
faith  and  works  ;  representing  faith  as  the  beating  <•/ 
the  heart,  and   worfcs  as   the  putaet  oanwd  thereby; 


and  holding  forth   faith   as  the  root,  and  works  as  the 
fruit  of  evangelical  obedience. 

IV,  If  some  leaders  think  that  my  views  of  Truth 
are  singular,  1  reply,  that  when  1  have  Reason  aad 
Scripture  on  my  side,  I  am  not  afraid  of  singularity. 
However,  03  1  should  be  glad  to  obviate  even  this  objec- 
tion, 1  sli all  present  the  ivader  will)  the  sentiments  of 
two  of  tin:  Hi". t  judicious  divines  of  (lie  last  century, 
Mr.  Flavel  and  Mr.  Goodwin. 

Mr  Flavel  says,  in  his  Discourse  on  Mental  Error), 
"  Truth  *  is  the  proper  object,  the.  uatiiritl  and  pleasant 
food  of  the  understanding.  '  Doth  not  the  ear'  (that 
is,  the  undciMaiiiliii!;  l>y  liie  ear)  '  try  words,  as  the 
mouth  taste th  meat  J' — The  minds  of  all  that  are  not 
wholly  immersed  in  sensuality,  spend  their  strength  in 
the  laborious  search  anil  pursuit  of  Truth.— Answerable 
to  the  sharpness  of  the  mind's  appetite,  is  the  hue  edge 
of  pleasure  and  delight  which  it  feels  in  the  discovery 
and  acquisition  of  Truth. — If  Archimedes,  upon  the  dis- 
covery of  a  mathematical  truth,  was  so  ravished,  that 
he  cried  out,  e^kk,  tvprtKa,  '  liate  found  it .'  I  haite 
found  it  :  What  pleasure  must  the  discovery  of  a  divine 
Truth  give  to  a  sanctified  soul !  '  Thy  words  were 
found  of  me,'  says  Jeremiah,  '  and  1  did  eat  them  : 
and  thy  word  was  to  me  the  joy  and  rejoicing  of  my 
heart.' — Truth  lies  deep,  {I'eritu*  in  jj'iteo,]  as  the 
rich  veins  of  gold  do  ;  if  we  will  get  the  treasure,  we 
must  not  only  beg  but  dig  also. — We  are  not  to  take  up 
with  what  lies  uppermost,  ami  next  ui  hand  upon  the 
sorfaee.— '  He  ye  transformed  by  the  renewing  of  your 
mind,  that  you  may  prove  what  is  that  good,  acceptable, 
and  perfect  will  of  God.' — It  is  a  very  great  judgment 
of  God  to  be  given  over  to  an  erroneous  mind.  For 
the  understanding  hcing  the  leading  faculty,  as  that 
guides,  the  other  powers  of  the  soul  follow  ;  as  horses 
in  a  team  follow  the  fore-horse.  Now  how  sad  and 
dangerous  a  thing  is  this,  for  Satan  to  ride  the  fore- 

*  I  produce  Ihls  as  an  extrict,  Hud  not 
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horse,  and  guide  that  which  is  to  guide  the  Hie  of 
man!  That  is  a  dreadful,  spiritual,  judicial  strokeoi 
1.1ml,  which  we  rear!  of  Ilotu.  1.  26.—*  Because  the! 
received  Dot  the  love  of  the  Truth,  Gud  gave  them  op 
to  strong  delusious.'  (2  Thess.  ii.  13.)  They  are  josuj 
plagued  with  error  that  slight  Truth.— Befiiler.  I ' 
shntue  and  troiihlc  it  must  lie  to  the  zealous  promoter; 
of  errors,  not  ouly  to  east  away  their  own  tii 
strength,  but  also  to  ensnare  aud  allure  the  .■ 
others  into  the  same  or  worse  ruischief  !  Forthooft 
God  may  Sine  :iml  mmtr  jon,  those  that  hare  ben 
misled  by  you,  may  perish." 

Mr.  Goodwin  thus  confirms  Mr.  Havel's  noble  let- 
timony,  iu  the  preface  to  his  Redemption  litdeemii: 
"  Truth  is  for  the  underbuilding,  aud  the  understand- 
ing for  Truth— Truth,  especially  iu  things  of  a  super- 
natural concernment,  the  knowledge  whereof  facelh 
eternity,  AVc,  being  nothing  else  (inter  pre  tativelt)  tt 
God  himself  pit-paved,  of  and  by  himself,  for  a  bealilial 
union  with  the  understanding,  and  from  hence,  whfc 
the  heart  aud  affections  of  men  :  En  or  in  ti 
high  import,  can  be  noiliirit;  tdsc  than  Satan,  eontriii"! 
and  distilling  himself  into  a  notion,-  or  iiuprerjlM 
likely  to  be  admitted  by  the  understanding,  under  the 
appearance,  aud  iu  the  name  of  Truth,  into  anion  nil* 
itself,  and  by  mcana  hereof,  into  union  with  tliehei* 
of  men.— All  Error,  (of  that  hind  1  now  speak  of,)  beuf 
seated  i u  the  understanding,  secretly  and  by  degrees 
infusetli  a  proportionable  malignity  into  the  will  and 
affcctioi.s,  ami  uir.^ioi.rif:  uiiholy  dispositions, 
is  the  great  troubler  of  the  world.  It  is  that  t 
of  death,  that  sendeth  out  all  those  streams 
which  overflow  the  earth. — Why  do  men  so  oni 
walk  in  ways  of  oppression,  deceit,  ill  ml —MM. 
unchjauuesa,  envy,  pride,  &c,  hot  because  they  judge 
such  ways  as  these  (all  circumstances  considered; 
more  desirable  to  them,  than  ways  of  a  contrary  in 
port  ?  And  what  is  this,  hut  a  most  horrid  error  v 
mistake,  the  result  oS  rtraie  Vjiwi  awvelieusioti*  con- 
cerning  God,    wherevtiita  wre\\  **j  »««*  ^» 
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minds  to  be  corrupted  even  to  spiritual  p  lit  refaction  ? 
— Neither  could  the  devil  have  touched  Adam  or  Eve 
but  by  the  mediation  of  some  erroneous  notions  or  other, 
concerning  God." — And  in  Ida  Dedicatory  Epistle  to 
the  University  of  Cambridge  lie  liatli  tliis  line  thought, 
which  1  address  to  tuy  readers  :  "  If  you  condemn, 
who  will  justify  ?  Only  God'."  eldest  daughter,  TVnth, 
has  one  mightier  than  you  on  her  side,  who  will  justify 
her  in  due  time,  though  you  should  condemn  her;  and 
will  raise  her  up  from  the  dead  the  third  day,  in  caie 
you  shall  slay  her." 

V.  "  By  granting,  that  people,  who  are  under  dis- 
pensations inferior  iu  Christianity  in  its  slate  of  per- 
fection, may  have  a  decree  of  taring  faith,  although 
they  have  not  yet  the  luminous  faith  of  Christian  be- 
lievers ;  you  damp  the  exertion  of  seekers  ;  aud  invite 
them  to  setde,  as  most  Dissenters  do.  In  a  lukewarm, 
l^aodiccan  state,  short  of  assurance  and  '  the  kingdom 
of  God,'  which  consists  not  only  in  '  righteousness,  but 
in  peace  aud  joy  by  the  Holy  Ghost.'" 

If  this  objection  could  not  be  answered,  I  would  burn 
my  Essay ;  for  1  had  much  rather,  it  should  feed  my 
fire,  than  the  Laodicean  spirit,  which  is  already  so 
predominant  in  the  church  :  But,  that  this  new  diffi- 
culty is  by  no  means  unanswerable,  will  appear,  1  hope, 
by  the  following  observations. 

1.  Judicious  Mr.  Baxter,  by  a  varl«ty  of  strong  ar- 
guments, shews,  that  to  represent  assurance,  or  the 
kingdom  of  Gnd  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  as  essential  to  all 
true  faith  -,  and  promiscuously  t"  -liut  up,  in  a  state  of 
damnation,  all  those  to  whom  that 'kingdom  is  not  yet 
come  with  power,'  is  hoth  cruel  and  unscriptural.  See 
the  arguments  in  his  Confession  nf  Faith,  from  p.  189 

to  aw. 

2.  Ought  we  to  beep  from  those,  who  sincerely  seek 
the  kingdom  of  God,  the  comfort  that  the  gospel  allows 
them  i     Are  not '  they  that  seek  the  Lord'  ci  mmanded 

'  to  rejoice."    And  how  can  they  doit,  if  '  A«  ■wivft'o  <A 
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late  unbelievers  *  Did  not  our  Lord  and  St.  Wtt  rpcsl 
in  a  more  evangelical  strain,  when  they  said  i"  -iTu-.r- 
•eekers  ?,  '  Fern  not,  little  Bock  ;  for  it  is  your  Father's 
good  pleasure  to  (live  you  the  kingdom-  of  grace,  n 
well  as  that  of  glory  I— '  The  promise  [of  ihe  Uogdn 
iu  the  Holy  Ghost]  is  unto  you  and  to  your  children, 
and  to  H  many  as  the  Lord  our  Rod  shall  call'  to  be- 
lieve explicitly  in  Jesus  Christ. 

3.  When  Joshua  urged  the  Israelites  to  cross  Jordiu, 
would  he  have  done  rl^ht,  if  he  had  made  them  belies;, 
that  they  were  still  in  Egypt,  and  had  not  yet  taken 
one  true  step  towards  Canaan  ?  Did  he  not  eucourajc 
them  to  go  up,  and  to  posses*  the  good  land  by  the  rerj 
couside ration,  which  my  objector  supposes  would  li;i>( 
made  them  sit  down  in  the  wilderness  ?  Nay,  dirl  not 
those,  who  had  already  taken  possession  of  thelinf- 
doms  of  Or  and  Sihou,  on  the  other  side  Jordan,  crow 
that  river  first,  and  nobly  lead  the  ran,  when  their 
brethren  went  on  from  coin-picring  to  conquer  ?  And 
why  should  not  spiritual  Israelites,  who  turn  that 
back  upon  spiritual  Egypt,  and  seek  the  kingdom  ■>( 
God,  be  led  on  '  from  faith  tu  faith  in  the  same  cool' 
fortable  maimer  ? 

4.  It  is  trifling  to  say,  "Dead  Dissenters,  and  tit 
formal  Scotch  clergy,  preach  tip  a  faith  short  of  tliri.-- 
tian  assurance,  and  therefore  such  a  faith  is  a  dauirr- 
ous  chimera  :"  For  if  they  preach  it  in  an  unguarded, 
or  iu  a  carclcs-  manner,  to  set  aside  and  not  to  illustrate 
the  doctrine  of  Christian  faith,  they  do  the  dciil'j 
work,  and  nut  the  work  of  evangelists  ;  what  wonder 
is  It  then,  that  such  preaching  should  lull  thtir  congre- 
gations asleep  ? — Again,  if  wc  ought  not  to  give  up  (lie 
doctrine  of  sincere  obedience  and  good  works,  though 
our  opponents  cry  out  perpetually,  "  It  is  the  doctrine 
of  all  the  carnal  clergy  in  the  kingdi 
It  he  our  duty  to  maintain  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity, 
though  Dr.  Priestley  and  all  the  Unitarians  say  with 
great  truth,  "  It  is  the  doctrine  of  the  mptnBBom 

Papists;"  how  tttwraroAs'ftta'Mfct,  ft«.\.wiT  doctrine, 

concerning  a  faith,  "inter 
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false,  merely  because  the  objector  says,  that  this  part 
of  our  doctrine  is  held  by  all  the  sleeps  Dissenters  ? 
Might  we  not,  at  this  rate,  be  also  ashamed  of  the 
doctrine  of  the  Diviuc  Unity  which  the  Socinians, 
the  Jens,   and  even  the  Turks,    hold,    as   well  as 

5.  Are  there  not  many  jiimis  and  j  ml  id  "lis  ministers, 
in  the  churches  of  England  and  Scotland,  as  well  as 
among  the  Dissenters,  who  dare  not  countenance  the 
present  revival  of  the  power  of  godliness,  chiefly  be- 
cause they  hear  us  soinciiincs  unguardedly  assert,  that 
uone  have  any  faith,  but  Mieh  as  have  (he.  faith  of  as  ■ 
Bitrancc;  and  that  the  wrath  of  Grid  actually  abides  on 
all  those,  who  have  not  that  faith  ?  If  we  warily  al- 
lowed the  faith  of  the  inferior  dispensations,  which 
sueii  divines  clearly  sec  in  the  Scriptures,  and  feel  in 
themselves;  would  not  their  prejudices  be  softened, 
and  their  minds  prepared  to  receive  what  we  advance 
in  defence  of  the  faith  of  assurance ! 

6.  If  It  be  urged,  that  the  Spirit  of  God  witnesses  to 
all  siueere  seekers  of  the  kingdom  in  the  Holy  Ghost, 
that  they  are  in  a  damnable  state,  till  they  feel  the 
pardoning  '  love  of  God  shed  abroad  in  their  hearts  by 
tlic  Holy  Ghost  given  unto  them  :'  I  demand  proof;  I 
deny  the  fact,  and  assert,  that  the  Divine  Spirit  can  no 
more  bear  witness1  to  an  aecqm  <l,  in  (mining  Cornelius, 
that  he  is  not  accepted  in  any  tense,  than  it  can  give 
testimony  to  a  palpable  contradiction.  The  truth  is, 
our  unbelieving  tears  ami  uw.iketictl  hearts  are  very 
prone  to  surmise  the  worst,  and  we  are  very  apt  to  take 
their  wirmisings  for  divine  impressions,  even  when  we 
'  bring  forth  fruits  worthy  of  repentance.'  I  donbt  not 
but  St.  Paul  himself  in  his  agony  of  penitential  grief, 
when  he  spent  three  days  and  three  nights  in  tasting 
and  prayer,  had  many  such  gloomy  despairing  thoughts  ; 
but  they  were  certainly  lying  thoughts,  as  well  as  those 
which  David  wisely  checks  in  some  of  his  Psalms. 
Who  will  dare  to  say,  that  Ananias  found  the 
Aposdc   in   a  damnable  state,  though  Yin  t<yin&  \™& 
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direction  which  he  gave  him,  '  Arise,  why  tar- 
rleat  thou!  Wash  away  thy  sins,  calling  Dp"" 
[and  consequently   belittling   in]     the   uauie    of   thi 

7.  My  objector's  argument  is  as  much  levelled  at  M. 
Paul's  doctrine,  as  nt  uiy  Essay,  ■  Men  and  brethren,' 
Ac,  said  he  to  bis  audience  at  Autioch,  *  whoaoewi 
among  you  ff.areth  God,  to  you  is  the  word  of  this 
salvation  sent.'  (Acts  siii.  26.)  But  none  of  the 
pious  hearers,  whom  he  tuns  addressed,  were  unni*; 
enough  to  reply,  "  Thou  acknowledges!  that  we  '  frsi 
"  Qod  :'  And  David  says,  '  Messed  is  the  man,  that 
"  feareth  the  Lord  :'  Now,  if  we  fear  him,  and  ire 
"  blessed,  we  arc  already  in  a  state  of  salvation,  mi 
"  therefore  need  uot  'this  salvation'  which  thou 
"  preachest.  If  we  see  our  way  by  the  candle  of 
"  Moses,  as  thou  intioiatest,  what  need  is  there,  th» 
"  '  the  Sun  of  righteousness'  should  arise  npon  as 
"  with  •  healina  in  iiis  wiuga?'  "  1  demand  proof, 
therefore,  that  men  who  fear  God  in  our  day,  ire 
more  ready  to  draw  pernicious  inferences  from  lie 
doctrine  of  the  dispen.-atmris,  than  they  were  in  St 
Paul's  time. 

8.  The  objections  which  1  answer,  may,  with  eqoil 
propriety,  be  urged  against  St.  Peter's  doctrine.  Act! 
ii.  5,  and  s.  7,  we  read  of  '  devout  men  out  of  brQ 
nation  under  heaven,'  and  of  '  a  devout  soldier  tint 
waited  eon  tin  ii  ally'  on  Cornelius,  who  himself  '  feared 
God,  wrought  righteousness,  and  na-  accepted — with 
all  his  house.'  By  Acts  si.  9,  14,  it  evidently  appears, 
that  though  Cornelius  was  cleansed  by  God  himself, 
yet  he  must  '  send  for  Peter,'  who  was  to  '  tell  hitu 
words  whereby  he  and  all  his  house  should  be  saved,' 
that  is,  should  bei'umc  [>;o  tali  era  of  the  great  saltation 
revealed  by  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  But  although 
St.  Peter  bciiau  bis  discourse  by  acknowledging,  that 
his  pi  on  a  hearers  '  were  invcpic'l  with  tiod,'  none  of 
the  congregation  said,  "  Well,  if  we  are  accepted,  m 

are  already  in  a  state  of  h&v«\«»,  and  therefore  we 

need/not '  hear  wovna,  \n\tetoVj 
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the  eontrary,  they  all  '  believed  the  Word  of  thia/w/fer 

aalvation  :   Fur  the  Holy  Ghost  fell  on  all  them  that 

m), heard  the   word  ;'  and  St.  Paul  informs  us,   that  we 

'  receive   the  Sjjiiit  by  the  iieiirini;  of  faith.'     Compare 

^m.  Acta  i.  44,  with  Gal.  iii.  2,  and  John  vii.  59.     It  is 

plain,  from  this   account,  that  no  preaching  was  ever 

attended  with  a  more  universal  blessing,    and  that  no 

^.  discourse  was  ever  so  instrumental   in  conveying  to 

^^  all,  the  power  of  the  faith  of  assurance,  than  that  very 

,  sermon,  which  the   Apostle  be^an   by  intimating,  that 

_^  his  hearers  were  already  accepted,   according  to  an 

inferior   dispensation.      Hence    it  is  evident,    that  the 

doctrine  ivc    maintain,  if  i(  lie    properly  guarded,    far 

from  hiuin:;  a  necessary  tendency  to  lull  people  asleep, 

is  admirably  calculated  to  excite  every  penitent  to  faith, 

;     prayer,  the  improvement  of  their  talents,  and  the  per- 

.»     fecting  of  holiness. 

9.  May  we  not  sufficiently  guard  the  Christian  dis- 

»_       pensatiou,  by    constantly  affirming  ?  :      (t.)   That   all 

i        Christian  believers  '  have  note  the  witness  in   them- 

r       aclves  :' — (2.)  That  those,    who  hare  it  not,  either 

!-       never   had  Christian    Faith,    which    is  emphatically 

called  faith  in  the  gospel,  (see  Acts  xiv.  27,)  or,  that 

k        they  know  only  '  the  baptism  of  John  ;'  or  that,  with 

the  unsettled  Galatians,  they  are  actually  '  fallen  from 

grace ;  that  is,  from  the  Christian   dispensation  ;  and 

i        aow  live   '  under  the  law,'  that  is,  in   the  darkness  of 

the  Jewish  dispensation  ;  supposing  they  are  not  quite 

departed  from  God  by  indulging  known  sin. — (3.)  That 

-,       if  they  do  not  press  after  the  faith  of  assurance,   they 

;       are  in  the    utmost  danger  of   losing  their  talent  of 

i        grace;    like  the  young    man  whom    .lesns   loved,  and 

i       who  nevertheless  went  aivay  sorrowful,  when  he  was 

rf      unwilling  to  give  up  all,  and  follow  Jesna  without  re- 

>       serve;    or  like  illume    thou.-iiuds  of  Isrrsdilcs,  'whom 

i      the  Lord  saved  out  op  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  whom 

»      he  afterwards  destroyed,'  when  ■  they  believed  not'  the 

i      word,  by  which  they  were  to  be  saved  into  the  land 

of  promise.     fJode  5:) 
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10.  Nol  to  mention  all  the  ligament*,  by  winch  the 
i-uli'ii-  I'uritun*  defended  the  doctrine  of  Assurance  in 
the  last  century,  and  those  by  which  the  Mcthuautt 
prove  its  necessity  in  our  days  ;  is  not  the  fitsl  argu- 
ment used  in  rny  inhlress  to  the  Ami -christian  moralists, 
p.  544,  sufficient,  if  it  be  properly  managed,  to  enforce 
the  absolute  necessity  of  riling  to  higher  dispena 
tions,  when  God  calls  ns  to  it  ?  If  queen  VasM 
lost  her  crown  for  refusing  to  come  to  the  rural 
banquet,  at  'the  king's  cuniniandrnent  :* — If  those, 
who  '  begged  to  be  excused,"  when  they  were  in- 
vited to  the  gospel-feast,  were  at  last  dreadful)) 
punished  : — [f  St.  Paul  says  to  loitering  believers,  wh( 
are  backward  to  go  on  to  perfection,  '  How  shall  w 
escape  if  we  neglect  «o  great  salvation,  which  at  firs 
began  to  be  spoken  by  the  Lord:"— Nay,  if  Christ  him- 
self threatens  to  '  spue  lukewarm,'  slothful  Laodicean! 
'  out  of  hia  tnoulh  ;'  do  we  want  even  terrifying  ar- 
guments to  lash  the  consciences  of  those  carnal  pro- 
fessors, who,  hoping  they. are  perfectly  safe  in  their 
low  attainments,  despite  tiii-lier  disjunsations,  and 
'  bury  their  talent'  of  grace,  till  it  be  '  taken  from 
them,  and  given  to'  those  who  best  improve  their  ot 
— To  conclude. 

II.  You  are  afraid,  that  the  doctrine  of  this  E=s»s 
will  make  "  seekers  rest  in  Laodicean  lukewarm- 
nessj"  but,  permit  me  to  observe,  that  the  seekers 
you  speak  of,  are  either  forward  hypocrites,  t 
penitents  :— if  they  are  for  word  hypocrites,  [ 
to  them  the  faith  of  assurance  will  never  make  then 
either  humble  or  sincere.  On  the  contrary,  they  will 
probably  catch  at  an  election,  and  then  at  au  assurance, 
of  their  own  making  ;  and  no  th 
the  faith  for  which  you  contend,  when  in  fact  tiej 
hare  only  the  name  and  notion  of  it.  The  teliginni 
world  Swarms  with  instances  of  this  kind—  " 
other  hand,  the  seekers  for  whom  yon  seem  con- 
cerned, arc  sincere  penitents  ;  far  from  being  hurt, 
tbey  will  be  greittlj  \1tuefe\eAV5  s 


will  at  once  keep  thein  (torn  chilling,  ilea pairing  fears  ; 
and  from  false,  I'ihpUiii  cumi'urts;  tlie  two  opposite 
extremes,  into  ivliiijli  ujiriiiiit,  unwary  mouiuei-s  are 
most  apt  to  ruu.  Thus  our  doctrine,  instead  of  being 
dangerous  to  sincere  seekers,  will  prove  a  scriptural 
clue,  in  following  which  they  will  happily  avoid  the 
gloomy  haunts  of  Pharisaic  despair,  and  the  enchained 
grooud  of  Antiuomian  presumptiou. 


SECOND   APPENDIX, 


I.  Ten  mttrt  Arguments  to  prove,  that  all  men  im- 
perially, in  the  Day  of  their  Vititafum,  have  urn' 
Gracloui  Pooler  to  believe  tome  Saving  Truth. 
—And 

I.  An  Answer  to  Three  more  Objection*. 

Being  conscious  that  I  cannot  be  too  careful  Mil 
guarded  in  writing  upon  so  important  anddelinMo 
subject  as  that  of  the  preceding  Essay  ;  I  once  mort 
lake  up  (be  pen  lo  explain,  strengthen,  and  guardtbc 
doctrine  that  it  contains. 

I.  1  have  said,  p.  476,  that  "  Faith  [considered  iu 
general]  i=  hHiviitig  heartily;"  I  add,  "and  si 
times  it  may  signify  a  power  to  believe  heartily."  For, 
aa  God  gives  to  all  the  Heathens,  in  the  day  of  their 
visitation,"  a  power  to  believe  heartily  that  God  is" 
&c.,  indukiii;;  iln'ni  with  jri;icinus  calls  and  opportti' 
nilies  to  use  that  power  ;  ive  may  say,  that  he  jivfi 
them  the/ail/,  of  Iheir  dispensation.  Nevertheless,  i!" 
the  Heathens  hare  not  that  faith  .-  For  many  ob'ti 
nately  bury  their   talent,  till  at   last  it    is  taken  froi 

As  this  doctrine  of  faith  entirely  stibverta  the  doc- 
tiine  of  finished  damnation,  which  is  so  closely  con- 
nected with  tlic  doctrines  of  absolute  election,  awl 
finished  salvation  ■,  n.niasaCAswiVw.cWrpsman,  whe 
has  aeen  part -uf  ti"s  fcs-^ ,  is-mn  u\e  ,  \V».\\  *«& 


be  taken  notice  of  ;  I  beg  leave  Co  add  the  following 
arguments  to  those,  which  I  have  produced,  Section 
1st,  to  prove,  that  Faith  is  not  (he  work  of  God  in  the 
sense  of  our  adversaries,  and  that  hi  the  day  of  salva- 
tion, through  '  the  free  gift  which  is  come  upon  all 
men,'  we    have  all  tome  gracious   power  to  believe 

1.  If  faith  be  the  work  of  Cod  in  the  same  sense  in 
which  the  creation  is  his  performance,  when  Christ 
'  marvelled  at  the  Centurion's  faith,'  he  marvelled, 
that  God  should  be  able  to  do  what  he  pleases,  or  that 
n  man  should  do  what  he  can  no  more  help  doing, 
than  lie  can  hinder  the  world  from  existing  :  That  19, 
he  marvelled  at  what  was  not  at  all  marvellous  i  And 
he  might  as  well  have  wondered  that  a  ton  should  out- 
weigh an  ounce. 

2.  When  God  invites  '  every  creature'  in  '  all  the 
world'  to  believe,  [Mark  xvi.  15,)  If  he  denies  most  of 
them  power  so  to  do,  be  insults  over  their  wretched 
impotence,  and  acts  a  part  which  can  hardly  be  recon- 
ciled with  sincerity.  What  would  the  world  think  of 
the  king,  if  he  perpetually  invited  all  the  Irish  poor 
over  to  England  to  partake  of  his  royal  charity,  and 
took  care  that  most  of  them  should  never  meet  with 
any  vessels  tn  bring  them  over,  hut  such  as  would  be 
jure  to  founder   in  the  passage  = 

3.  When  our  Lord  endeavoured  to  shame  tbc  Phari- 
sees for  their  unbelief,  he  said,  *  John  came  to  you, 
Jkc.,  aud  ye  believed  him  not,  but  the  publicans  and 
harlots  believed  him  :  And  ye,  when  ye  had  seen 
it,  repented  not  afterwards,  that  ye  might  beliere:' 
But  if  faith  is  the  work  of  God  in  the  sense  of  our 
adversaries,  was  it  any  shame  to  the  Pharisees,  that 
God  would  not  do  his  own  work  !  Had  they  any 
more  reason  to  blush  at  it,  than  we  have  to  redden,  be- 
cause God  does  not  give  us  wings  aud  fins,  as  he  does 
to  birds  and  fishes? 

4.  To  suppose  that  Christ  assiduously  preached  the 
gospel  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Capernaum,  vt1  " 
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that  tfleiwards  lie  appointed  thetu  a  more  Intolerable 
damnation  far  1101  believing i — To  suppose  this,  1  ray, 
h  to  salt  the  moat  horrible  reflection  upon  the  LftmW 
Hod.  But  if  it  be  allowed,  that  those  obstinate  unbe- 
lievers will  justly  be  sent  into  a  more  dreadful  hell,  for 
having  buried  to  the  end  their  talent  of  power  to 
believe  in  their  stronger  light  ;  is  it  not  reasonable  la 
^appose,  that  those  who  shall  go  to  a  less  intolerable 
hell,  will  also  be  scut  there  for  having  finally  refused 
to  usb  their  talent  of  power  to  believe  In    their  weaker 

5.  Although  Christ  positively  say?,  that  men  shell  be 
damned  for  their  unbelief,  (See  John  iii.  IB;  Abut 
jwl.  16,)  yet  some  of  our  adversaries  deny  it ;  bong 
deservedly  ashamed  of  representing  our  Lord  as  damn- 
ing myriads  of  men  for  not  doing  what  is  absolutely 
impossible.  Hence  they  tell  us,  that  reprobates  thill 
be  damned  only  for  their  sins.  But  this  nuscii plural 
eoutrivatice  does  not  mend  the  matter  ;  for  I  ban 
shewn,  Section  vii,  that  bad  works,  or  sins,  necessity 
flow  from  unbelief.  Now,  unbelief  being  nothing  bo 
the  absence  of  faith  ;  God  by  absolutely  witbliuldini 
all  saving  faith,  necessarily  causes  all  unbelief;  tnd 
unbelief,  by  necessarily  causing  all  sin,  necessarily 
causes  also  all  damnation.  For  he  that  absolutely 
withholds  all  light,  uei^ssarily  cause*  all  dsrkncif, 
and  of  course  all  the  works  of  darkness.  Ti.'.- 
"  the  doctrines  of  grace"  (so  called)  that  seem  to  rear 
their  graceful  head  to  heaven,  end  tu  the  graceless, 
venomous  tail  of  finished  damnation  :  "  Dainctu 
piicrm  taalier  formoia  luperne." 

G.  The  design  of  the  gospel  with  regard  to  God,  is 
evidently  to  extol  his  grace,  and  clear  his  justice.  Now, 
if  an  absolute  decree  of  pretention  or  liraitedTedemp- 
tion,  hinders  a  vast  majority  of  mankind  from  belie viiuj 
to  salvation,  both  these  cuds  of  the  gospel  are  en' 
tirely  defeated  in  all  that  perish  :  For  God,  by  passing 
by  the  reprobated  culprits,  thousands  of  years  before 
they  were  horn,  atio.  bv  vtVuftuftUn^  every  dram  "f 
saving  grace  from  tliero,  Awm\imM&  '«.\i*w5B8fSs 
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i  graceless  Creator  to  them  all.  Nor  does  this  opinion 
i  leas  horribly  impeach  God's  Justice  than  his  Grace  ; 
for  it  represents  him  as  judicially  sentencing  men  to 
eternal  torments,  merely  for  the  sin  of  a  man  whom 
most  of  them  never  heard  of ;  or,  which  is  all  one,  for 
the  necessary,  nnavoidiihl<\  pre-n^hiiied  consequences 
of  that  sin.  ' 

7.  St.  Paul,  in  his  Epistle  to  the  Unmans,  takes  par- 
ticular care  to  clear  God's  justice  with  respect  to  the 
condemnation  of  the  wicked,  '  that  every  month  may 
be  stopped'— and  (t«  to  tivsi)  '  'hat  they  may  be 
without  cscuse.'  But  the  scheme  which  1  oppose,  in- 
stead of  leaving  men  nrajro^DyirrBi,  icithout  e.vrute, 
opens  their  months,  and  fdls  them  with  the  heat 
apology  in  the  world,  "  Absolute  necessity,  and  com- 
plete impossibility,  caused  by  another  befort!  we  were 
born  :"    Ad  apology  this,  which  no  candid  person  can 

8.  Agreeable  to  St.  Paul's  doctrine,  our  Lord  ob- 
serves, that  the  man,  sentenced  to  be  cast  iuto  outer 
darkness  for  '  not  having  on  a  wedding  garment,  was 
speechless.'  But  if  the  Crispiau  doctrines  of  grace  be 
true,  might  not  that  man,  with  the  greatest  propriety, 
have  said  to  the  Master  of  the  feast,  while  the  execu- 
tioners '  bound  him  hand  and  foot,'  "  To  all  eternity 
I  shall  impeach  thy  justice,  O  thou  partial  judge: 
Thou  appnintest  me  the  hell  or'  hypocrite*,  merely 
because  '  I  have  not  on  a  wedding  garment,'  which 
thou  haat  from  all  eternity  purposely  kept  from  me, 
under  the  strong  lock  and  key  of  thy  irreversible  de- 
crees 1  Is  this  the  manner  in  which  thou  'judgest 
the  world  in  righteousness  V  " 

9.  The  parable  of  the  talents,  and  that  of  the  pounds, 
decide  the  question.  The  wicked  and  slothful  ser- 
vants, whose  destruction  they  inform  us  of,  are  not 
condemned,  because  their  master  was  '  hard  and 
austere  ;'  but  because  the  one  had  '  buried  his  talent  [of 
power]  in  the  earth,"  and  the  other  had  hidhls  '  ^rowA. 
[of  gracej  ha  i  napkin'  manufactured  at  \.Mn&tea.. 

10.  If  fa/ration    depends   upon   fa'itfi,  w\4  \l   0«A 
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never  gives  reprobates  power  to  '  believe  in  the  light 
that  enlightens  every  man,"  and  a  sufficiency  of  menu 
so  to  do  ;  it  Mom,  tliat  he  never  gives  diem  auy  per- 
sonal ability  to  escape  damnation  ;  but  only  to  secure 
itid  increase  their  damnation  ;  aud  thus  he  deals  far 
more  hardly  with  them  than  he  did  with  devils.  Fat 
Satan  and  his  angels  were  all  personally  put  in  a  state 
or  Initial  saltation,  and  endued  with  a  personal  ability 
to  do  that,  on  which  their  eternal  salvation  depended. 
To  suppose  therefore,  that  a  majority  of  the  children 
of  Adam,  who  are  lorn  sinfnl  without  any  personal 
fault  of  their  own,  and  who  can  say  to  the  incarnate 
SOD  of  Gnd,  Thou  art  flesh  of  our  flesh,  blood  of  our 
blood,  and  bone  of  our  bone  j— to  suppose,  1  say,  that 
a  *ast  majority  of  these  favoured  creatorrs  haie  far 
less  fai-uur  shown  them,  than  Beelzebub  himself  bad.ii 
so  graceless,  so  unevangelical  doctrine,  that  ok 
might  he  tempted  to  think,  it  ia  ironically  called  Hi 
doctrine  0/  grace;  and  to  suspect,  that  "its  defenders 
are  styled  "  evangelical  ministers"  by  way  of  buries' 

From  (he  .preceding  arguments  I  conclude,  that, 
when  it  is  said  in  the  scriptures,  people  could  not 
helieve,  this  ia  to  be  understood,  either  of  persons, 
whose  day  of  grace  was  over,  and  who  of  coarse  were 
justly  given  up  to  a  reprobate  mind,  as  the  men  men- 
tioned in  Rom.  i.  21,  28  :  Or,  of  persons,  who,  bj 
not  using  their  one  talent  of  power  to  believe  the 
obvious  truths  belonging  to  a  lower  dispensation,  abso- 
lutely incapacitated  themselves  to  believe  the  dftp 
truths  belonging  to  Christianity. 

■  II.  Although  I  flatter  myself  that  the  preceding  artt- 
rnents  guard  the  doctrine  of  free-grace  against  tbe 
attacks  of  those,  who  indirectly  contend  for  frtt- 
wrath ;  I  dare  not  yet  conclude  this  Append! 
fearful  lest  some  difficulty  unremoved  should  prejndi" 
the  candid  reader  a^inM.  what  appears  to  me  to " 
the  truth,  I  beg  leave  to  w"nfe«\iwi\w  .;:»'■«■'■; 
anivveritif!  three  mote  vAaimtte  oVjivSmj™ 
Urine  of  this  Essay. 


Id 


Objection  VI.  "  If  faith  be  the  gift  of  the  God  of 
grace  to  us,  as  sight  is  the  gift  of  the  God  of  nature, 
according  to  your  assertion,  p.  157;  dues  it  not  follow, 
that  as  we  may  see  when  we  will,  to  we  may  believe 
In  Christ — believe  the  forgiveness  of  our  sins  ;  and  by 
that  meaus,  fill  ourselves  with  '  peace  and  joy  in  the 
Holy  Ghost'  when  we  hare  a  mind  ?  But  is  not  this 
contrary  in  experience  ?  Do  not  the  best  Christians 
remember  a  time,  when  they  eould  no  more  believe 
than  they  could  make  a  world,  though  they  prayed  far 
faith  with  all  the  ardour  they  were  capable  of?" 

Answer. — I.  You  still  scein  to  take  it  for  granted, 
that  there  is  no  true  faith,  but  an  explicit  faith  in 
Christ ;  and  no  explicit  faith  in  Christ,  hut  the  faith  of 
full  assutau.-e.  but  I  hope  that  I  have  already  proved 
the  contrary  in  my  answer  to  the  Vth  Objection,  p.5ti7. 
There  are  two  extremes  in  the  doctrine,  of  faith,  which 
should  he  carefully  avoided  by  eiciv  Christian  :  The 
one  is  that  of  the  author  of  I'ietos  0.couicnsis,  who 
thinks,  that  an  adulterous  murderer  may  have  true, 
caving  faith  in  the  height  or  bis  coin  [plicated  crimes: 
Aud  the  other  is  1 1 1 Lie  of  those  who  assert,  there  is  no 
sating  faith  but  that  whirl)  actually  cleanses  us  from  all 
iubred  sin,  and  opens  a  present  heaven  in  our  breast?. 
The  middle  path  of  irnili  lies  exactly  between  those  op- 
posite mistakes,  and  thai  path  I  endeavour  to  point  out. 

As,  on  the  one  hand,  it  never  came  into  my  mind, 
that  an  impenitent  murderer  can  have  even  the  saving 
faith  of  a  Heathen  :  So,  on  the  other  hand,  it  never 
entered  my  thoughts,  that  a  penitent  can  believe  with 
the  faith  of  full  assurance  when  he  will  :  For  (his 
faith  depends  not  only  npou  our  general  belief  of  the 
truth  revealed  to  us,  but  also  upon  a  peculiar"  opera- 

•  Mr. 'Verier  exactly  de>ci1l]ei  thlsFaith  in  111*  MimoatmScrly. 
taral  UtriiltaiUti,  of  which  you  hnne  here  an  enlruct.  ■'  By  iliis 
■|»1tlnlFtheJ;-l'tiiti1i!ionj.)[l,M-!iif[iivaMlievery'»ulntani!«(or 
aubalstenrej  of  thing?  hoped  For.1  the  iraa»»r«tln  '  eridensc 
otlnvisiule  Ihings.'he,  [!hr  penitent 'pHclf#«l  to  the  heart,' (mil 
expecting  thepron.lico.-the  Father,]  instantly  ■  received «« 
Spirit  of  adoption,  thereby  lie[noiv}ci\eil,  \\)\>n,P-4CMi1'  Ifta-s 
drH  ft  «TU>  tftul  be  could  'iiIIJhui  LoiA  Vrj  ttie  »o\T  <iV>-o«V 
the  Spirit  ilsoir  bearing  witness  with  1.1%  SV'.lU,  VtvM.tt'K  an  ' 
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linn  of  Roil,  or  revelation  of  Ms  powerful  arm.  It  ii 
ihvav-  attended  with  a  maoifestaliou  of  '  tbe  Spirit  of 
;iJu[i!i.iri  wfclfdag  with  oor  spirits,  that  we  are  !hr 
of  God.'  Now  It  wm  thithe  could  truly  siy.  • !  ll.enol, 
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children  of  God  i"  And  such  a  man i festal! on  God  in 
general  grants  to  none  but  them,  that  groan  deeply 
under  '  the  spirit  of  bondage  unto  fear,'  as  Paul  did 
while  he  remained  blind  at  Damascus;— or  them  that 
are  peculiarly  faithful  lo  the  grace  of  their  inferior  dis' 
pensation,  and  pray  as  earnestly  for  '  power  from  on 
high'    as  the  apostles  did  after  our  Lord's  ascension. 

Therefore,  from  my  asserting,  (p.  483,)  that  "So 
long  as  the  day  of  salvation  continues,  all  sinners 
who  have  not  yet  finally  hardened  themselves,  may 
day  and  night  [through  the  help  and  power  of  the 
general  light  of  Christ's  grace  mentioned  John  i.  9, 
and  Tit.  ii.  11,]  receive  some  truth  belonging  to  the 
everlasting  go-|>d,"  which  takes  in  site  ili-pensatinn  of 
the  Heathens  ;  from  my  asserting  this,  I  say,  you  have 
uo  reason  to  inl'or  (hat  I  maintain,  any  man  may,  day 
and  night,  believe  the  forgiveness  of  his  sins,  and  the 
deep  truths  of  the  gospel  of  Christ  ;  especially  since  1 
mention  iuiiiit'iliiitdy  ivkit  truth  it  is  which  all;  ma v 
believe,  if  they  improve  their  talent,  namely  this  - 
"  There  is  a  God,  who  will  call  us  to  an  account  for 
our  tins,  and  who  spares  us  to  break  them  off  by  re- 
pentance." 

2.  It  would  be  absurd  to  suppose,  that  yon  can 
believe  with  the  luminous  faith  of  iisr-uranee,  when 
Cod  is  casting  your  soul  into  the  dark  prison  of  your 
own  guilt,  to  bring  down  your  Pharisaic  looks,  and 
make  you  feel  the  chains  of  your  sins.  But  even  then 
may  yon  not  believe  that  God  is  just,  holy,  and 
patient  ?  May  you  nut  a^knnwleJce,  ihat  you  deserve 
your  spiritual  imprisonment  far  more  than  Joseph's 
brethren  deserved  to  he  '  put  all  together  into  ward 
three  days'  by  their  lining,  mrgiviinr  brother?  Mai 
you  not  believe  that",  although  *  heaviness  may  endure 
for  a  night,'  yet  'joy  couieth  in  the  morniug  ,-'  Aul 
I.  p.,  rightfOuaiiMs,  poace.  nud  joy  In  the  Holy  Ghost  j  in  1 
does  dot  urmx  f.irll,  iufscill-r.l  fruits  in  1.1.  life,  ellhtr  ne.tr 
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when  yon  have  humbly  groaned  with  David,  '  I  am  so 
inst  in  prison  llut  1  cannot  gut  forth  ;'  luay  you  not 
pray  in  fni  ih,  '  Bring  my  soul  out  of  prison,  that  1  may 
prime  thy  name:  Let  (he  bones  which  thou  ha=t  bro- 
V..-H  rejoice;  Gire  me  the  garment  uf  praise  for  lac 
jpirlt  of  heaviness  i  Convince'  me  as  powerfully  '  oi 
righteousness,'  as  thoa  hast  '  of  sin  ;'  And  let  Ihy 
Spirit,  which  now  acts  upon  me  as  a  '  Spirit  of  bon- 
dage unto  fur,'  begin  to  act  as  a  '  spirit  of  adoption' 
and  liberty;  Of  '  righteousness,  peace,  and  joy?'— 
May  you  uot  even  add,  "  OGod,  1  believe  thy  promise 
coucerning  (lie  coming  of  the  Comforter  ;  '  help  thou 
my  unbelief,'  and  grant  me  such  a  faith  as  thou  wilt 
vouchsafe  to  '  seal  with  that  Holy  Spirit  of  promise' 
Thou  shakest  before  me  the  rod  of  infernal  vengeance : 
1  deserve  it  a  thousand  times  ;  but,  <_>  Father  of  mer- 
cies, O  my  Father,  if  for  the  sake  of  thine  only  begot- 
ten Sou,  thou  wilt  yet  permit  such  a  wretch  as  I  am 
to  call  thee  Father,  give  me  the  Spirit  of  adoption ; 
and  witness  to  my  spirit,  that  1  am  n  child  of  thine. 
Hut  if  thou  wilt  still  hide  thy  face  from  rac,  uerer 
-ullVr  me  to  i-utirtain  one  dishonourable  thought  of 
thee  ;  never  let  me  think  thee  a  Moloch.  Though  toy 
justice  slay  me,  let  me  still  trust  in  thee,  and  believe, 
that  for  Christ's  sake  thy  merry  will  revive  my  tool?" 
Is  it  scriptural  to  rank  among  absolute  unbeliever?,  a 
penitent  who  thus  humbly  and  obediently  waits  fur  the 
faith  of  full  assurance — the  faith  of  Christianity  in  it- 
state  of  perfection  ?  If  our  Lord  prun.iunces  snch 
mourners  blessed,  does  it  become  us  to  prcMMnM 
them  accursed?  But  I  return  to  your  objection. 

3.  The  latter  part  of  it  confirms,  instead  of  over- 
turning my  doctrine  ;  it  being  evident,  that  if  the  per- 
sons you  speak  of,  prayed  with  ardour  for  the  faith  of 
assurance,  they  had  already  some  degree  of  faith :  For 
praying  is  '  calling  upon  the  Lord,"  and  St,  Pael 
speaks  '  the  words  of  soberness,'  where  he  says,'  How 
aJiall  they  call  on  hira,  in  whom  they   have  not  bc- 

4.  1  am  so  far  ftom  vSniKrai  ow  jow  y.J*taft» 

absolute,  that  1  have,  as*eiw4>  t^-  *°"  "  * 


heartily  to  believe  the  truths,  which  do  n 
present  state  :— And  p.  500,  501,  Ac,  1  have  ob- 
served, that  we  savingly  believe  the  "  truth  suitable  to 
oar  present  circumstances,  when  it  is  kindly  present  i-d 
by  free  grace,  and  airectionalely  embraced  by  prevented 
free  will  ;"  adding  tliat,  when  we  believe,  our  "  faith 
is  more  or  less  operative,  not  only  according  to  the 
e.iniestn c.-i  with  which  m:  welcome  the  truth  to  our 
inmost  souls,"  but  also,  "  according  to  the  power  with 
which  the  Spirit  of  grace  Impresses  it  upon  our  hearts." 
— Nay,  1  have  ascribed  so  much  to  the  power  of  the 
free  grace,  by  which  saving  faith  is  "  instantly  formed," 
as  to  insinuate  that  sometimes  (as  at  St.  Paul's  con- 
version) this  power  for  a  while  bears  all  down  before 
it.  This  at  least  was  my  meaning?,  when  1  said,  (Sec- 
tion 1st,)  "  We  may  in  general  suspend  the  act  of 
faith,  especially  when  the  glaring  light  [i.  e.,  the  lumi- 
nous power]  that  sometimes  accompanies  the  revela- 
tion of  truth,  is  abated."  Consider  the  force  of  the 
words,  i'h  gfiKfd  and  e*pe<:ht/iij  ,-  advert  to  the  excep- 
tion for  which  they  make  room  ;  and  yon  will  see,  I 
allow,  that  free  grace,  at  times,  arts  with  almost  as 
much  irresistibility,  as  some  moderate  I'ahinista  con- 
tend for. 

5.  With  respect  to  my  comparison  between  our 
power  to  believe,  and  onr  power  to  see,  far  from 
showing;  that  all  men  may  at  any  time  believe  the  gos- 
pel of  Christ,  it  intimates,  nay,  it  proves  the  very 
reverse.  Can  you  see  when  you  will,  and  what  you 
will?  Can  yon  see  in  a  dark  night,  without  a  light  ? 
Can  you  sre  in  a  bright  day,  when  a  thick  veil  covers 
your  face  ?  Can  yon  see,  if  you  place  an  opaque  burly 
full  in  your  light >  Can  you  see  what  is  out  of  the 
reach  of  your  eyes?  Can  you  see  the  ilsing  .sun,  when 
yon  look  full  west,  or  the  stars  when  ytm  pore  upon  a 
dunghill  ?  Can  you  see  when  you  obstinately  shut 
your  eyes  ?  Or  when  you  have  let  a  wicked  man  put 
them  out,  lest  you  should  not  live  in  Wlctcss'!  X-vJq 
to  hath  these  queries  about  sight  i  vecoUeu.  *ft  ytt- 
eciliiig  observations  :  And  you  vrift  pefcevie-.  "0-^ 
2b  G 
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TIM  our  power  lo  believe  h  vaiini!- 
•cribed  i  it  being  impossible,  that  he  who  has  hut  bm 
ulent,  perhaps  unimproved,  should  cam'  on  as  r.vtcu- 
•  ive  a  trade,  bs  the  man  who  diligently  improves  his 
i.vc  or  ten  talent.-.— ,'2.)  That  nevertheless,  supposing 
in:  have  still  arsyuf  tin:  light  of  truth,  and  have  not  yet 
been  given  up  tu  judicial  blindness,  or  to  final  bard' 
«,  we  may  day  and  night  [if  we  do  not  still  butj 
-  talent]  believe,  by  the  above-mentioned  helps, 
lie  obvious  truth  belonging  to  the  lowest  dispells** 
n  of  divine  grace,  aud  begin  to  follow  our  Loru'i 
lion,  '  While  ye  have  the  light,  believe  "in  the 
,  tliat  ye  may  be  the  children  of  the  light.'— And 
3.)  That  If  we  oppose  this  doctrine,  wc  begin  to  fnl- 
«  our  Cahimst  brethren  into  Critptan ttjr  j  and  are 
just  ready  to  bow  at  the  shrine  of  the  great  Diana  ui 
the  day,  and  to  kiss  her  iron-clay  feet,  Pi  imbed  Salv*. 
lion  and  Finished  Damnation. 

Objection.  VII.    "  Your  doctrine  concerning  the 

ichoo!  of  I'aitli,  and  it"  several  forms — concerninn  the 
temple  of  Kair.fi,  and  its  capital  partitions,  is  entirely 
founded  upon  the  doctrine  of  the  diapen nations  uf 
divine  grace  ;  a  doctrine  this,  which  many  people  will 
rank  with  wlml  they  call,  The  novel  C/iimrrai  of  four 
rAecit." 
I  hope,  that   I   have  proved  what  I  have  advanced 

on  rem  i  ui;  the  dispensations,  by  arguments  founded 
upon  Scripture.  Ilea-on,  and  Couseieuee.  However. 
that  the  idea  of  novelty  may  not  stand  in  the  way  <>< 
any  of  ray  readers,  out  of  fifty  aothors,  whom  I  tnaj 
i|uote  in  inpport  of  thui  important  doctrine,  I  shall 
produce  two,  a  Calriuist  aud  an  Aiili-cali-tnist ;  nnt 
doubting  hut  their  rou.-eutaneuus  testimony  will  fulS- 
elently  break  the  force  of  your  objection.  T 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Green,  late  Curate  of  Thou 
Yorkshire,  and  once  an  assistant  to  Mr.  Whitcnekl. 
In  bis  book,  called  Grace  anil  Truth  Vindicated,  (page 
I  10,)  you  iv'ift  nml  to;  [o\taw\aiYMfc?«at«fcft» 

"  It  appears  lo  me,  from  wftqfcw*  to.  w&w  -axa** 
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ence,  that  there  are  diver*  dlapen-atiom,  hot  the  >amc 
Spirit:  The  kingdom  of  beaten  consist*  of  various 
degrees,  and  different  mail  aim  n.  Thi-  is  true,  whe- 
ther by  the  kingdom  of  heaven  »e  BBdarattod  the  out- 
ward professors  of  religion  and  the  privileges,  the 
inward  kingdom  of  grace,  or  the  kingdom  of  glory : 
[In  all  which  senses  the  words  in  f  cripture  are  fre- 
quently used.] — As  liiee  answers  to  face  in  B  glass,  so 
do  these  respectively  answer  each  other.  Thus  the 
Outward  privilege.!  of  religion  from  Adam  to  Moses 
were  least ;  from  Moses  to  Christ,  greater  ;  and  from 
Christ  to  the  restitution  of  all  things,  greatest.— Again, 
to  be  a  spiritual  or  enlightened  Heaihen,  as  Soeiaies, 
Plato,  or  Cornelius  before  he  heard  Peter,  is  one  de. 
gree  or  dispensation  of  grace.  To  he  a  spiritual  or 
enlightened  Jew  ;  and  with  Peter  and  the  other  disci- 
ples before  the  day  of  IVutccost,  to  believe  and  ac- 
knowledge, that  Jesus  is  the  Messiah,  though  not 
spiritually  come,  is  a  greater.  Hut  to  be  a  spiritual 
Christian,  to  have  Christ,  the  exalted  God- man,  re- 
vealed in  us  from  heaven,  and  to  be  sealed  with  the 
Holy  Spirit  of  promise  unto  the  day  of  the  redemption 
of  this  vile  burly,  is  the  hst  and  most,  pcilcet  dispensa- 
tion of  grace.  He  that  is  feeble  here,  shall  be  as 
David,  and  he  that  is  strong,  &c.,  shall  be,  &c.,  as  the 
angel  of  the  Lord,  &c.  For  it  may  be  observed,  (hat 
every  dispensation  admits  of  a  growth  therein  ;  and 
tonreoi'er,  that  e  icli  of  the  in  is  in  some  soil  and  degree 
experienced  by  a  -|.ii  itn.il  Cini-tiao,"  &c 

My  second  witness  is  the  Kcv.  Mr.  J.  Wesley,  who, 
even  in  his  first  sermon  on  Salvation  by  Faith,  preached 
near  forty  years  ajo,  clearly  distinguishes  Christian 
f-ith  properly  >o  called,  or  faith  in  Christ  glorified, 
not  only  from  the  faith  of  an  Heathen,  but  also  from 
the  faith  of  initial  Christianity,  that  is,  "the  faith 
which  the  apostles  had  while  our  Lord  was  upon 
earth." 

"  And  first,"  says  he,  "  it  [the  faith,  that,  nia« 
into  the  crem  salvation  described  m  the  iecatii  \v»rt  <*. 
fire  sermon]   is   not  biirely  the  tavlYi  oS  aw  Ut^S&ew. 
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Now  God  requires  of  an  Heathen  to  believe,  *  Tim 
Hod  Is,  that  he  is  a  re  warder  of  them  tktf  £BfB*t) 

seek  him, Ac,  by  glorifying  him  as  God's,' &c.,  and  by  i 
careful  practice  of  moral  virtue,  &c.  A  Greek  or 
Unman  therefore,  yea,  a  Scythian  or  Indian,  was  witi- 
iiui  excuse,  if  lie  did  not  IwtVmi  thus  lunch ;  The 
helng  and  attributes  of  find,  a  future  stale  of  reward 
and  punishment,  &c.  For  this  is  barely  the  faith  fif  » 
Hcatlien." — Soon  after  he  adds  :  "  And  herein  does  it 
[this  faith  in  Christ  glorified]  differ  from  thai  fatal] 
which  the  apostles  themselves  had  while  our  Lord  was 
upon  earth,  that  it  acknowledges  the  necessih  ami 
merit  of   his  death  and  the   power   of   his  resume- 

The  doctrine  of  Christian  perfection  is  entirely 
founded  on  the  privileges  of  the  Christian  dispensation 
in  its  fulness :  Privileges  these  which  far  eimed 
those  of  the  Jewish  (Economy,  and  the  bttpttsM  of 
John.  Accordingly  Mr.  Wesley  in  his  Sermons  on 
Christian  Perfection  makes  the  following  jnst  anil 
scriptural  distinction  between  tho-e  dispc  in.it  ion- 
"  It  may  be  granted,  [1.)  That  David,  in  the  general 
course  of  his  life,  was  one  c-[  the  holiest  men  among 
the  Jews.  And,  (2.)  That  the  holiest  men  anient  the 
Jews  did  sometimes  commit  sin.  But  if  yon  \umU 
hence  infer,  that  all  Christians  do,  and  must  commit 
sin,  as  long  as  they  live  :  This  consequeuce  we  utterly 
deuy.  It  will  never  follow  from  those  pivnjiM-, 
Those  who  argue  thus,  seem  never  to  have  considered 
that  declaration  of  our  Lord,  {Matt.  xi.  1  l.j  •  Veiilt 
I  say  unto  you,  among  them  that  are  born  of  women, 
there  hath  not  arisen  a  greater  than  John  the  Baptist, 
Notwithstanding,  he  that  is  least  in  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  is  greater  than  he."  I  fear  indeed  there  arc 
some,  who  have  imagined  (lie  kiiietloui  of  heaven  licrc 
to  mean  the  kingdom  of  glory  ;  As  if  the  Son  of  Ood 
had  jnst  discovered  to  us,  that  the  least  glorified  saint 
in  heaven  is  greater  than  any  man  upon  earth 
mention  this,  is  sutYu-.ieirt  lovfctnUs "«.-  'SYumk 
fore,  no   doubt  be    nvaue,  WAtVm^ow  <a 
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here  (as  in  tlie  fulliiwinii  verse,  where  it  is  said  to  he 
*■   taken  by  forte)  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  an  St.  Luke 
expresses  it,  is  that  kingdom  of  God  on  earth,  where- 
**'   MDto  all  true  believers  in  Christ,  all  real  Christians, 
belong.     In  these    words   then  our  Lord  declares  two 
"'   things  ;—  (l.J  That   before  his  coining  in  the  flesh, 
among  all  the  children  of  men,   there  had  not  been 
one  greater  than  John  the  Baptist ;  whence  it  evidently 
■        follow*,  that  neither   Abraham,  David,    nor  any  Jew, 
*-      w*»  greater  than  John. —  (2.)  That  he  who  is  least  In 
'     the  kingdom  of  God  (in  that  kingdom  which  he  came 
—      to  set  up  on  earth,  and  which  (he  violent  now   began 
to  take  by  force]   is  greater  than  he.     Not  a  greater 
prophet,   (as  some  have  interpreted  the  word,)  for  this 
is   palpably  false   in  fact :   Hut  greater  in  the  grace  of 
God,  and  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord   Jesus  Christ. 
""     Therefore,  we  cannot  measure  the  privileges   of  real 
Christians,    by  those    formerly  given   to   the    Jews. 
"      *  Their  ministration'  or  dispensation,  we  allow,  '  was 
r      glorious  ;'  hut  ours  '  exceeds  in  glory.'    So  that  who- 
soever would  bring  down  the  Christian  dispensation 
to   the  Jewish   standard,    doth  '  greatly  err,  neither 
knowing  the  scriptures,   nor  the  power  of  God.'" — 
From  lhe»e  excellent  quotations,  therefore,   it  appears, 
that  you  do   mean   honour  altogether    undeserved,  if 
yon  suppose,  that  1  first  set  forth  the  doctrine  of  the 

Obj.  VIII.  "  I  cannot  help  thinking,  that  the  doc- 
trine of  a  faith  proper  to  all  those  dispensations  is 
above  the  capacity  of  phiin  Christians,  and  should  never 
be  mentioned,  lest  it  should  puzzle,  instead  of  edify- 
ingthe  church." 

If  your  fears  hi:  well-grounded,  even  the  Apostles' 
Creed  is  above  the  capacity  of  plain  Christians;  for 
that  Creed,  the  Minuiost  of  all  those  which  the  primi- 
tive church  has  handed  down  to  us,  evidently  distin- 
guishes three  degrees  of  faith  ;  (1.)  Faith  "  in  God 
the  Father  Almighty,  who  mads  hea.vei\  ',\\\'\  cavivv" 
which  is  the  faith  of  the  Heaiheua  -. —  \l."l  fivAv™  ** 
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HntUt,  or  "  in  Jesna  Chri*l,  bis  only- begotten  S 
our  Lord,"  which  is  the  faiih  nf  pioM  Ji'w'?,  of  Jiilni'i 
ilisri"lc»,  and  of  imperfect  CI]t-L<tiaiH,   who,  like  tin 
apostles  before  the  day  of  Peutecost,  are  yet  jtrancfrj 
to  the  ||  great  out- pouring   of  tlie   Spirit; — And  fJ.) 

I  I  beg  the  re.der  will  not  mlatakc-  me-     «Vn  I  say,  lint 
plou.  Jeiv^  .odour  Lord^dlaeipU..  before  the  day  u;  F'enle- 
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Faith  "  in  the  Holy  Ghost". .faith  of  the  operation  of 
God,  by  which  Christians  complete  in  Christ  believe 
'  according  to  the  working  of  God's  almighty  power,' 
and  are' filled  with  righteousness,  peace, aud  joy  iu 
[thus]  believing.' 

And  here  honesty  obliges  me  to  lay  before  the  public 
an  objection,  which!  have  had  for  some  time  against 
the  appendaees  of  the  Athanasian  Creed.  I  admire  the 
icriplural  manner,  in  which  it  :*ts  forth  the  divine 
Unity  in  Trinity,  and  the  divine  Trinity  in  Unity  :  But 
I  can  no  longer  indiscriminately  use  its  damnatory 
clauses.  It  abruptly  takes  us  to  the  very  top  of  the 
Christian  dispensation,  considered  in  a  doctiitial  light. 
This  dispensation  it  calls  the  Catholic  Faith:  And, 
without  mentioning  the  faith  of  the  inferior  dispensa- 
tions, as  our  other  Creeds  do,  it  makes  as  declare,  that, 
"  except  every  one  keep  that  faith  [the  faith  of  the 
highest  dispensation]  whole  and  undefined — he  cannot 
ne  saved; — without  doubt  heshall  perish  everlastingly." 


of  nothing.'    The  * 


Thy  heavenly  unction  elic, 

Thy  promise,  Lord,  fulfil; 
Give  power  [ihit  is,  faiiti"J  Uiy  Spirit  to 


This  good  old  gospel  Is  Kir  more  clearly  Bet 
Wesley's  sermon  called  "  Scriptural  Christianity," 
"  Hymns  fur  Whitsunday,"  whirh  J  eamestlj  n 
pointing  ou!  the  'one  thing  needful'  for  «U  rameji 
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This  dreadful  denunciation  is  true  with  regard  toprodJ. 
ungodly  i»fidcK  who.  in  the  midst  of  nil  the  Ml 
Christian  faith,  obstinately,  maliciously,  and  finally, 
set  their  hearts  against  the  doctrine  of  the  Father,  Sum, 
and  Holy  Ghosl ;  equally  despisiug  the  Son's  atone- 
ment am!  tin!  Spirit's  inspiration.  But  I  Mill  no 
invade  Christ's  tribunal,  and  prouounce  that  the  fearful 
punishment  of  damnation  shall  "  without  donbl"  It 
inflicted  upon  "  evevy"  Unitarian,  Arian,  Jew,  Turk, 
and  Heathen, '  that  fears  God  and  works  righteous) 
though  he  dors  not  hold  the  faith  of  the  Adwuuian 
creed  whole.  For,  if  you  except  the  last  article,  thou- 
sand*, yea  millions,  are  never  called  to  liold  it  at  all ; 
and  therefore  -hall  never  perish  for  not  holding  il 
whole.  See  the  notes  p.  358,  and  522.  At  all  hazards 
then,  I  hope,  I  shall  never  use  again  those  riatuualoiy 
clauses,  without  taking  the  liberty  of  guarding  them 
agreeably  to  the  doctrine  of  the  dispensations.  Anil  if 
Zciotes  presses  ine  with  my  subscriptions,  1  reply  be 
forehand,  that  the  same  church,  which  required  me  t 
subscribe  to  St.  Athauafius's  Creed,  enjoins  me  also  I 

:ve  this  clause  of  St.  Peter's  Creed,  '  In  every  ui 
tion  lie  that  feareth  God,  and  worketh  righteousness,?! 
accepted  of  him  ;"  And  if  those  two  creeds  are  irrecon- 
cileable,  I  think  it  more  reasonable,  thai  Albaiwsiiii 
should  bow  to  I'etcr,  warmed  by  the  Spirit  of  lore; 
than  that  Peter  should  how  to  Athanasiux,  heated  bv 
controversial  opposition. 

)  return  :  That  the  distinction  of  the  three  degrees 
of  saving  faith,  omitted  in  the  Athanasiau  Creed,  but  l 
expressed  in  the  Apostles'  Creed,  and  In  the  Nirtut 
Creed  5— that  this  distinction,  I  say,  is  neither  chitar- 
rical  nor  cnthnsiaaticnl,  may  be  proved  by  a  variety  «' 
arguments,  two  or  three  of  which,  I  hope,  will  nut 
intrude  too  lout;  upon  the  reader's  patience. 

1.  The  first  is  taken  from  the  doctrine  exprestlf 
laid  down  in  the  New  Testarucut.  To  what  I  hi" 
Mid  on  this  head,  o.  559,  &c,  I  add  here  what  Chrifl 
said   to  his   tliscAp\e»,  '\t  \xX\iwi  \n  to'. 


also  ia  dip.'  Here  the  most  prejudiced  may  see,  that 
faith  hi  the  father  U  clearly  contra -distinguished  from 
faith  in  tin'  .Son.  As  for  faith  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  see 
in  what  manner  our  blessed  Lord  sowed  the  seed  of  it 
in  the  hearts  of  his  disciples.  '  When  the  Comforter 
is  come,  whom  1  will  send  unto  you  from  the  Father, 
even  theSpirltoftruth,  he  shall  testify  of  me.— It  i* 
expedient  foryoii  that  I  go  away  :  Tor  if  I  go  not  away, 
the  Comforter  will  Hot  come  unto  yuu  ;  bat  if  I  depart, 
1  will  -end  him  unto  you. — Behold  I  send  the  promise 
of  my  Father  upon  you  :  I3ut  tarry  ye  in  the  city  of 
Jerusalem,  until  ye  be  endued  with  power  from  on 
high.'  Nor  was  this  tfrcat  promise  made  to  the  apos- 
tles alone  ;  for,  '  iu  the  last  day,  that  great  day  of  the 
feast,  Jesus  stood  and  cried,  saying,  If  any  man  [not  if 
ail  apostle]  thirst,  let  him  come  U>  me  and  drink.  He 
■bat  belie velli  on  uiu,  as  the  stricture  bath  said,  out  of 
his  belly  shall  flow  rivers  of  living  water.  But  this  he 
spake  of  the  Spirit,  which  they  that  believed  on  him 
shonld  receive  :  For  the  Holy  Ghost  was  not  yet  given  j 
[his  dispensation,  which  is  the  highest  of  all,  was  not 
yet  opened  ;]  because  that  Jesus  was  not  yet  glorified,' 
And  the  opening  of  this  dispensation  in  our  hearts 
requires  on  our  part,  not  only  faith  in  Christ,  but  a 
peculiar  faiih  in  the  promise  of  the  Father ;  a  promise 
(his,  which  has  the  Holy  Ghost  for  its  great  object. 

2.  My  second  argmimii  i-*  lakcn  from  the  experiences 
of  those  who,  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  were  made  partak- 
ers of  Christ  glorified,  either  ou  the  day  of  Pentecost, 
or  after  it i  and  could  feelingly  confess  Christ  dying  for 
us,  and  Christ  living  •  iu  ns,  the  hope  of  glory.'  Acts 
ii.  a,  we  read  of  '  devunt  men  out  of  every  nation 
under  heaven, 'who  were  comedo  worshipat  Jerusalem. 
Hut  how  could  they  have  been  devout  men,  if  they  had 
not  believed  in  God  ?  What  could  have  brought  them 
from  the  ends  of  the  earth  to  beep  a  feast  to  the  Lord, 
if  they  had  been  mere  atheists  ',  And  yet  it  is  evident, 
that,  through  prejudice,  many  of  them  veyy.wA  >™ 
Lord  ;  putting  him  to  open  shame  KoA  a.  trtaocvg  ieaSft 
But  when  Peter  preached  Christ  o»  t\ie  4*1  oi  *«*«■- 
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cost  i  they  at  first  believed  on  him  with  a  true,  though 
not  with  a  luminous  faith.  This  appears  from  ihciu- 
-■  ui; li  which  they  felt  upon  being  charged  with  liaviup 
•  slain  the  Prince  of  life.'  No  man  in  his  senses  can 
he  '  pricked  to  the  heart'  merely  for  having  hail  a  hand 
in  tlie  just  punishment  (if  an  impostor  and  a  blasphe- 
mer, who  '  makes  himself  equal  with  God.'  If  there- 
fore keen  mnone  pierced  the  hearts  of  those  penitent 

a,  it  is  evident,  that  they  looked  no  more  npon 
Christ  as  an  impostor,  bnt  already  believed  in  him  is 
"  e  true  Messiah. 

No  sooner  had  they  thus  passed  from  faith  in  the 
Father  to  an  explicit  faith  in  the  Son,  but  tbey  cried 

.  '  What  shall  we  do?'  And  Peter  directed  them 
to  make  by  baptism  an  open,  solemn  profession  of  their 
faith  in  Christ,  and  to  believe  the  great  promise  con- 
cerning the  Holy  Ghost.  *  The  promise  is  unto  you,' 
■aid  he.  '  Be  baptized  every  one  of  you,  in  the  name 
of  Jesus  Christ,  for  the  remission  of  sins  ;  and  ye 
[every  one  of  yon]  shall  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy 
Ghost.'    And  upon  their  '  gladly  receiving   the  word,' 

;  is,   upon   their  heartily  believing   the  gladdening 

uiisc  relating  to  pardon  and  to  the  Comforter  ;  and 
no  doubt,  upou  their  fervently  praying,  that  it  might 
he  fulfilled   in  them,  '  they   were  all  filled  with  the 

■it,'  all  their  ln'iivls  overflowed  with  '  righteousness, 
peace,  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Gho*t.' 

St.  Peter,  speaking  (Acts  si.)  of  a  similar  outpouring 
of  the  Spirit,  says,  'The  Holy  Ghost  fell  on  them 
[Gentiles]  as  on  us  [Jews]  at  the  beginning.  Then 
remembered  1  the  word  of  the  Lord,  how  that  lie  said, 
John  indeed  baptized  with  water  [them  that  entered 
his  dispensation,]  hut  ye  shall  be  baptized  with  the 
Holy  Ghost,'  when  you  shall  enter  the  full  dispensation 
of  my  Spirit ,— '  God,'  adds  Peter,  '  gave  them  the 
like  gift  as  he  did  unto  us,  who  believed  on  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.* — And  when  '  the  apostles  heard  these 
things,  they  glorified  God  ■,'  not  indeed  by  shouting, 
"Then  hath  God  ^Yveu.  t\ie  GevA\\*»  i$o-w«  «ss»j]eak 
■Arabic:"  Bat  by  say>6,  ''VWOT\o»y  •&«*  •**»*»** 


Uentiles  granted  repentance  unto  life,'  according  to  the 
fulness  of  the  Christian  dispensation. 

That  this  dispensation  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  this  coin- 
ing of  Christ's  spiritual  kingdom  with  power,  Is  at- 
tended with  an  uncommon  degree  of  sanctifying  grace, 
is  acknowledged  by  all ;  and  that  the  gift  of  tongues, 
Sic.,  which  at  first,  on  some  occasions  and  in  some 
persons,  accompanied  the  baptism  of  the  Spirit,  for  a 
sign  to  bigoted  Jews,  or  to  stupid  Heathens  ; — that 
such  a  gift,  1  say,  was  a  temporary  appendage,  and  by 
no  means  an  essential  part  of  Christ's  spiritual  bap- 
tism, is  evident  from  the  merely  spiritual  effect  which 
the  receiving  of  the  Holy  Ghoat  hud  upon  the  penitent 
Jews,  who,  being  '  born  of  water  and  the  Spirit,' 
pressed  after  the  apostles  into  the  kingdom  on  the  day 
of  Pentecost. 

"  Even  in  the  infancy  of  the  church,"  says  an  emi- 
nent divine,  "  God  divided  ihosc  [miraculous]  gifts 
with  a  sparing  band.  '  Were  all  [even  then]  prophets? 
Were  all  workers  of  miracles  ?  Had  all  the  gifts  of 
healing?  Did  all  speak  with  tongues  ?'  No,  in  no 
wise.  Perhaps  not  one  in  a  thousand.  Probably  i?one 
but  the  teachers  of  the  church,  and  only  some  of  them. 
It  was  therefore  for  a  more  excellent  purpose  than  this 
that  they,  the  brethren  and  apostles,  '  were  all  filled 
with  the  Holy  Ghost.'  It  was  to  give  them  [what  none 
can  deny  to  be  essential  to  all  Christians  in  all  ages] 
'  the  mind  which  was  in  Christ,'  those  holy  '  fruits  of 
the  Spirit'  which  whosoever  hath  not,  is  none  of  his  ; 
— to  fill  them  with  '  love,  joy,  peace,  long-suffering, 
gtutleness,  goodness.'  " 

It  Is  very  remarkable,  that  although  three  thousand 
converts  '  received  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost,'  on  the 
memorable  day,  in  which  Christ  opened  the  dispensa- 
tion of  his  Spirit,  no  mention  is  made  of  ho  ranch  as 
one  of  them  working  a  single  miracle,  or  speaking 
with  one  new  tongue,  lint  the  greatest  and  most  bene- 
ficial of  miracles  was  wrought  upon  thmimW-.  ?uv 
*  all  that  believed,'  savs  St.  Luke.,    '  -were  VifctfCwai  -, 
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ing  bread  from  house  10  bouse,  eating  their  meal  with 
gladness  and  singleness  of  heart,  praising  God  and 
having  favour  with  all  (be  people,"  by  tbeir  humble, 
affectionate,  angelical  bchavionr.  Or,  as  the  same 
historian  expresses  it,  (Acta  iv.  .12.)  '  The  multitude 
of  them  that  believed' — spoke  Greek  Bad  Latin  ?  No ; 
but  '  were  of  one  heart  and  of  one  soul ;  neither 
said  any  of  them  that  aught  of  the  things  which  he 
possessed  was  his  own  ;  hut  they  had  all  things  com- 
mon ;'  haiiug  been  made  perfect  in  one,  agreeably  to 
our  Lord's  deep  prayer,  recorded  by  St.  John  :  '  Nei- 
ther pray  I  for  these  [my  disciples]  alone,  but  for  them 
also  who  shall  believe  on  me  throogh  their  word,  that 
they  may  be  one  ;  I  in  them,  [by  my  Spirit,]  and  thou 
in  me,  that  they  may  be  made  perfect  in  one.' 

3.  To  this  argument,  taken  from  the  experiences  of 
the  primitive  Christians,  I  may  add,  that  the  doctrine 
of  the  dispensations  is  indirectly  taught  by  oor  church 
ereu  to  children  in  her  Catechism,  where  she  instincts 
theui  to  say,  "  By  the  articles  of  my  belief  1  learn, 
First,  To  believe  in  God  the  Father,  who  made  me, 
&c.  :  Secondly,  In  God  the  Son,  who  redeemed  me, 
&C. :  And  TmihiiLV,  In  Gud  the  Holy  Ghost,  who 
sauclilieth  me."  For  these  three  distinctions  are  ex- 
pressive of  the  three  grand  degrees  of  the  faith, 
•'whereby  we  inherit  all  the  promises  of  God,"  and 
"are  made  partakers  of  the  divine  nature:"  Tbcj 
are  not  descriptive  of  faith  in  three  Gods,  bnt  of  the 
capital  manifestations  of  the  tri-une  God,  in  whose 
name  we  are  baptized ;  and  of  the  three  great  dispen- 
sations of  the  everlasting  gospel,  namely  that  of  the 
Heathens,  that  of  the  Jews,  and  that  of  spiritual 
Christians  ;  the  dispensation  of  Abraham  being  oulj  » 
link  between  Heathenism  and  Judaism  ;  and  thedispen- 
■ation  of  John  the  Baptist,  or  l>f  Christianity  begun, 
being  only  a  transition  between  Judaism  and  Christian- 
ity perfected. 

On r  Church  CawcWsm  toting)  to  my  rcmetnbW"* 
the  office  of  Confirmation  ■-  Vt  -«m^«**».*^B»lV 
intended  to  lead  -jo^s  tefemv^^W^'1"- 


Christian  dispensation,  agreeably  to  what  we  read, 
Acts  viii.  12,  &c.  Peter  and  John  went  from  Jerusa- 
lem tn  Samaria  to  lay  their  hands  on  the  hi'lievers  who 
bad  not  yet  been  baptized  with  the  Holy  Ghost, and  to 
*  pray  that  they  might  receive  him  :  For  as  yet  he  was 
fallen  upon  none  of  them,  only  they  were  baptised  by 
Philip  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus.— When  the  Son 
of  Man  comcth.  -hail  in:  find  nii.h  upon  the  earth  ?'  I 
fear  but  little  of  the  faith  pecutiar  to  liis  full  dispensa- 
tion Most  professors  seem  satisfied  with  John's  bap- 
tism or  Philip's  baptism  :  The  Lord  raise  us  apostolic 
pastors  to  pray  in  the  demonstration  of  the  Spirit  and 
of  power;  "  Strengthen  thy  servants,  O  Lord,  with 
the  Holy  Ghost,  the  Comforter  ;  and  daily  increase  in 
them  thy  manifold  gifts  of  grace  ;  the  spirit  of  wisdom 
and  understanding ;  the  spirit  of  counsel  and  ghostly 
strength  ;  the  spirit  of  knowledge  and  true  godliness  j 
and  fill  them  with  the  Spirit  of  thy  holy  fear  now  and 
for  erer."—  Order  of  Coiifirmalioa.  Can  it  be  said 
that  those  in  whom  that  prayer  is  not  now  answered, 
live  under  the  dispensation  of  Christianity  perfected* 
Are  they  either  established  Christians  or  spiritual 
churchmen?  How  long  shall  the  mystery  of  iniquity 
prevail?  How  long  shall  a  Pharisaic,  Deistical  world 
destroy  the  faith  of  the  Son,  under  colour  of  contending 
for  faith  in  the  Father?  And  how  long  shall  a  world 
of  Antinomian,  Solifidian  professors  destroy  faith  in 
the  Holy  Ghost,  under  pretence  of  recommending  faith 
iu  the  Son  ?  O  Lord,  exert  thy  power  :  '  Pour  out  thy 
Spirit  upon  nil  flesh,"  and  cive  ui-'iom  to  all  thy  minis- 
ters to  divide  the  word  of  truth  aright,  and  to  feed  thy 
people  according  to  their  states  and  thy  dispensations  ! 
If  these  answers  give  my  objector  no  satisfaction, 
and  he  still  think  it  his  duty  to  attack  my  Essay,  1  beg 
leave  to  address  him  in  the  words  of  a  judicious  divine 
of  the  last  century  :  "  I  shall  not  need,  I  presume,  to 
desire  you,  that  in  your  answer  yoa  will  not  rise  up  in 
your  might  against  the  weaker,  looser,  or  less  couivd- 
erate  passages  or  expressions,  (of  whtc\k  Vui& -j »w  w*i 
rery  possibly  meet  more  than  enow  ,J  bu\  tkvaX  ^o*  ^w 


nnnlier  twigt  ei 
m  be  easily  broken  off.  So  may  a  mo 
Domorad,  yea,  nnmovable,  thosgh  mat 
the  lighter  and  looser  earth  about  thi 
should  be  taken  np,  and  tottered  into  tb 
In  like  manner,  the  body  of  a  diecotu-Be 
tire  In  it*  solidity,  weight,  and  strength. 
pu-tJcuIar  expression*,  sayings,  and  rcast 
that  are  more  remote  from  the  centre, 
tected  either  of  incooiiderateneM,  wea: 
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